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| ' let letter ,
vigebin -

Our plane was deleyed five hours due to fog at Cosl Bay and
owwwntmwmmmmﬁmsmm.
“bis mant twonty hours in the air - a longflight, Then of
omszmmaeauwumeam, forgetbing
mbmnlwwéztuwwt‘mm“m“mwm
a:pm-mmag~uwzcaq1uemaamm,
ztmwmasmematww:tuummwm
m';&nmmmmmmmmmwumu
iimmaMbnﬁyMGwmmeaamex
wes unable to make contast at all, However, I managed to got
mwMMWKM~MMMamnWM
they have voluntecred to meie oub my itinevary, o nge hotels
mmmamrammmmzwmmﬁ

First impressions are confusing, bowilldering as a matter
of fact, mmmmm.mmmnmruq,w
“rough the crowded industrial part of the eity, W th the
difference hewe that the ccene is erowded with movimg objeets -
automobiles in all direetions without mmeh regard for the poorly
m&wamsmmmmmm and moving
in that pesuliar Japsnsse galt whidh consists of falliung
foruard and yet keeping upright by » pigoon-toed shuffle, Ome
of the strongest first lmpressions is the Incessent novement of
the Japanese, They seem o have & tireless industyy, never
stopeing and yet mot seeming to move »f thelr pun vélition but
vather of being pushed from behind, being driven incessantly
toward achievement, Everyome is on the move, whethey ad work
or &t loisure the characteristis is movemsnd, 7Tt is what gives
the olty its oxtreordinary liveliness and accounts for the
aghievement of the Japanose, It seems that theve is not enough
tm”emummv&ammmtxnmmwm thad
mn%m%&%mmwwmmamm
ave uniformed and mati vorking us wailtresses and bar boys,
Thirteon and fourteen sewms to be 2 sbandawrd age for waltdossos,
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although I find it impossible to tell the sge of the Tapanese,
xauﬁmmﬁmumamzngamwarmm, |
‘%mmmnmatmthaf&kﬁmwnmw : : 1
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who ave not in school unifoms are immsaculately dressed in
woll fitted conbinemtal ocut suits, but bocause of &h elw
smgliness and the slightness of their bulld snd possible the
relative largencss of thelr heads to their frames, they glve
the fmpression of oxiveme youth, It sooms strange at first %o
rm»zwawmwwzmmmwamaa
city - the vestaudents, theatres, stores ete,, ccoupled by so
many snall and emergetic people,

This strengeness of proportion to our epos is exhibited
particularly in their physigues. Although theore are certainly
may good looking and occasionally exauisite examples that one
encomnbers, they ere on the whole, to our eyss, net 2 hendsome
rogs, There iz an awlwardness in the proportion of theiy
Wanrmezmmmmmnmwuumanuw
have some originelly from melmutrition or overwork, end frequently
the fiatness of features in the face gives a peasantish even
nongoloid sppearnace, The kimona Yo my mind doesult help., On
the tall slender freme it certainly has grase, but on the
more ususl Tigure, the offect of eliminating the definition
betweon the shoulders mmm&mm&mmm
wwamwmzmamhmaﬁmm on
firet lupressions in Toklo I prefer the western dvess and
certulnly the most graceful and beautiful wowen are marvelously
@ppointed in western dwmm style, In fact, things Jspanese
seom out of place in Tokio altogether, It has the scals,
partlieuleriy on the gings, of & lerge western oity and the
occasional temple or Jepanese house or ilan seems as out of
place and as much o caricature of Ltsolf as they would in our
cities, ~igainst the breshmess of the Wespernized eity - the
Japanese buildings lool dreb and dull, It is havd shen
adjusted to the brighitness a:d nolsiness of Tokyo to be
recopbive to e sombre sobriety of the templies, The
sunlight is especially uwnking to their black moodiness,
mélcing one ffel evon more that it is an architeoturd designed
for o grey climete ~ , culture that responds to an overcast siy,

I tmacined that I folt the climate even a6 the Kabuid
Theatye vheve, in spite of the marvellous broadth of the

R
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stage, its brililent staging and luxuricus costumes, he sir

of onxiety and hopeless anticipation vas pervasive, ind %o
vestorn tastes the oxtreme prolongation of anticipation, as In
the Triston Jeogend, is ogoniszing - and in a crowded overhwated
thoatre = cruel, ECEECEMECEtRYTGkeY

wven the Imporial Hotel is now oub of place in Tokyo,.
Thank goodoess the declsion to take it dowm has beon teuwporarily
changed -~ but how much it must have belonged to the Jepan of the
20%s and how 1ittle today, It too is & dgrk buillding - lssensel
rich and extrsopdinerily sumptuous inside - the low cellings -
the derk retveats, the elaborate reliefs, though dated, have
an uninegineble richness - but the vieclent junction with the
Jazzy new wing meakes the old building ook like a decrspid
warehiouse in the neighborhood of the Liotel, The Nishl
Ginge i3 an arca that 1s one of the most faseinating In Tolkyo-
It is the tourist ares bdut full of shops, restouwranits and bars
that gre in seale with the narrow streots and the small people,
The bars are oftin only an area of 10 ¥ squeres - the rostauwinbd
typically Japenese and tempera houses where one sits &% a
wunter and iz served d:liecious fried fish and vegelabls - mo
lavger, The strect signs are simple and reprogentative of
the restrained smertnoss of modern Jepansse taste - and asongsh
emtic affaire ihere one sips coffee anidst the trumpets of
i’mﬁmmwwmaw&ﬁmw store in the ginza, The
gonle hi £1 systems into theiy central mltistoricd open wells
hung with webrella or baloons - filled with moving reaups
of people weleomed into every escslabtor by & bowing escalator
givl,

Tegterday I visited the Hivomumi Park in an unpleasant
part of the elty ~ ome of the veijl gardens - it was an
extremely handsome pond garden, The sense of great disbtonce
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mamwwmpmwmwm
g0 that they ave redussd to half thelr nomd alxs or ab
loast sem %o be tulce 8s bz ad 014 as they ave, They
have an arrengment of the Folisge sc Hhat Yo sonbre greyed
tonos of green mematn in the backorornd ad the b ghter groens
are brought to the frent, ‘:zeumwmwwhmawamm
of great distanse mﬁmn preat helght { as on an encarpment
over ihe wabtep when onz.y eheut I ¢ !ﬁ@j ls conveyed by reference
%o and reminfscence of the matural sftuntion, .
Heve at Intermations] House thers 1s smothor suh gerdone
piled up vertieally in & vewy narmow space (once of Mitsubishis)
vhidh seon frem the powmd toed on o slement of digbanse and
with ite niche, the 014 olipped pines, the snedl but illusively
majestiec maples, the stonme terpls - an aly of peago ~ but that as
a8t Hovomami, The strushures of the ity and ibs fremetie noises
nale 1t Yoo, meem out of place, At is point the gardans
seem rathor wistful reminders of more slegont am - wd thout
Teality at the momoxd. Put Nara and Kyote should show them im

International House ond ibs gardens seem to be the sontwe
of éam woddines ~ the wnon In morning cobt - for which the
Japomese seem to have & prediloetion mnd the uemen in kimonss -
cm bride ecither in Jmpamess or wesbomn bridel dwess,) Theve b
is much bowing, complimanting and exchanging of gifts snd speach
making., The pawden 1s of ecourse the centre of attenbilon and one

nawantly smazed - though one hes heavd 1t offen bofore - o
mﬁmumgmwmmwammgwm

zzmwwmmmmxm MM&?&W
mmtumw&mm W%mi&t#@mam
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Tokyo, 2nd letter

Five days in Tokyo end first improssions are almost
reversed., The impression of size and physique has worn off
or is clouded by the memory of the great number of good looking
people on the street. The olby no longer seems the sgme 248
any other North Amaricaiz city, just curiously populated - bub
a different kind of cormercial chaos altogether, The visual
turmoill, bragen and loud, is there - bul the signs, for instanece
are so often quite handsome - exhibiting thé Japane se
instinetive talent for patern melking - & thing peculiar
as with Sweden for instence » iii the SOUNTRISS THAt HEVAR
suffeved the industrial revolubion so drastically that they
destroyed the village crafts, Those erafts arve the foundation
of g1l the design that one secs - however clindeally 1t has
been distilled by machine production Irom its sources, The
gseeming prosperity of Tokyo is overwhelming, Hvery large
department store seams to be a Prederiek and Nelsons - and
there are dozens of them, Well dressed young women whirl
through the stores swinging marvellously wrapped packages,
A1l the young men seem o wear spobless and starched white
shirts, ciipped continentel sulbs and American hair-cuts,
Stmaly too soap and polish extends, through the tradition
of the bath I suppose, to the bodles, for one is amazed
how sweetly, in a sweably climate, every one smells, Frosh
smelling deodorants £i11 the aiw, The variety iu the stores
is unbelievable, for nob only is there - in the double 1ife
they lead so well - the whole of western inspired production
on display, but the East &s well, Whibe smocksd abtondanta
gerve, not only sea weed and rice confeeblons but, for
instence in the bread department every kind of viennese,
french or italian loaf or roll thet you can imegine, A
typical restaurent that is nol & tempura or sukiyaize house -
usually has chinese, spanish, italiem, gemmen end american
dishes on the menu - and in the most modest places served
on piping hot beautiful ceremic plates in wooden boawrds in
& maxmer that one ususlly finds énly in expensive
regbourvents in America, It seems that the Jgp ancse have
caught on to Americen ideas and have carried them further

i
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than could ever occur In Ameriea, approaching at times
possibly the caricature, but with such enthusissm)

Looking at the bright centre of Tokye one wonders
about the blaek roofed villages ~ the dark and morose
collection of houses wheore no trace of this hes emberad,
One wonders sbout the squet littie woman who, tucking her
kimone into the teps of her boots and domning a police
Jacket and belt, a white cop and whistle, steps cut into
the traffie with a flag to shop the cars for the sehool
¢hildren to cross the gtreet, She then steps back when
the children have crossed and bows to the ears for heving
been so kind as to stop. Oune wonders about the sehool
children, So numerous! So proud of their blask uniforms
and so well mannered entering the trains with their
cameras and Uransistor radios (much larger and more
expensive looking then our.childron have) and the resulting
din of musie and speech mixing "ruwoku and roro® cha cha chas
Jepanese songs, sumo wrestiing, basubsaru snd elessissl
misie, Tois has happened, I have been btold, in the last
five years and is almost entirely dependsnt on the Japanese
exports to the United States and Canada, If something
should happen %o these markets - this gaudy bright bubble
would explode wilh mmch greaber desbruetion then the etom
bomb,

This attempt to outdo the west abt its own pgame,
whether conscious or not, is seen in the architecture as
well, Reinforeed concrete is adnlrably suited to their
lebour mariket and its skills and the unfinished surfaces
complies with the Yamato taste for vaw surfaces, —-—ve--
of the Japenese were studenis of Le Corbusier and have
built one of his buildings here - The Museum of Western
Man » & singularly unsuccessiul building, It is intervsstin
that this group have had the greabtest influeance rather then
the equally large group of imerican Schocl Architeets, The
imericens have had their infliwence too but the forms of
american Architeeture have been deltermined by technology-
the forms of Le Gorbusier - by the secarch for ~*
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form itself, to the saerifice of technology, It is

natural that this latter would eventuelly come in faver

in Japen for in spite of their technological powers, they
are a form conclous natiom, This is the damger as well,
for Jepanese form has developed within the strict bonds of
tradition., The recent erchiteets such as Maelrawa have
flaunted this and from thewe the step to mamnerism is o
small one, The new Concert Hall at Nesssws whieh ¥
stumbled on, on the wey to the National Museum, is the most
spectacular recent bullding that I have scen anyrhere, The
traces of Le Covbusier ave very strong tmt there iz 2
flamboyant elegenee in the forus Which is breathbaking, 7T
is overdone and at times quite vulgar - but the enthmslasm
with vhich it is done couses you %o be temperate with this
and the froguent pulling of ideas from 211 sources « from
the mets of medieval cagtles, shrine architecturs, Ameriem
illuminetion, as well as Corbusier, In type, it falls a
1it¥le to the Disneylead side of ILe Corbusier end yot is
eloguent enough and sultabie encugh to & house of spectaele
to be successful, It is entirely built of reinforced conerete,
inside and out, wnfinished or Finished with mosale of huge
marble chips and floors of tile, The tile wnich wmtil now,
the Jepanese have felt to be too good 2 material to walk on
though buff in color, has the richness of &« tapestry
becanse of the petbern created as fhe light shines aeross
Blle of differing texture, The raw conerete is unbelievably
beautiful « the form lumber fitted so tightly that only the
slighlest stelation appecrs reminiseent of the wood at
Ise. But I will atiempt to deal with this and other medern
bulldings at a later date, I mel the Architect Maekawa

st the Nippon University while visitfng Busj Kebageshi the
architectural historian there, In physical appearance he
has even & regemblance to Le Corbusler. The recent architects
ha'éa*’diamvamd " the »me&iavaz castle wall and the fact ihet
its sloping base is earthqueke proof - so that the most
vecent fashicn is the over weighting of all members snd



tihe sloping out of the Column bases to give greater
ebability,

I have had several interesting ovenings in Tokye.
Ono wes with Jim RKozonagi and architeet from Toronte and
Ken Aye jorana vho used to work for me, We went to the
Puresato(?) ~ a restaurant wihich was formerly an ancient
farmhouse, Huge blackened beeams Support the ceiling, soot
reddened bamboo polias latehed to support the heavy
thatched roof - and the sushi Tive pit with the ketile
suspended Irom a heat reflecting cenopy over the pit,
Meny tatami rooms in the abitie and through the garden,
There was strange food - cold mixtures of fish, pickies
and sea weed and vegetables - too mch saike - songs and
dances, Later - much later, on a visit bo the fish market
as it opened in the eariy hours, I slipped and landed
Gmongst the tuns and s4ill swell of fish, The Andrews too,
had me out to dimner, 4 westernized dapanese style house
opposlite the Governor of Tokiots house - with & quilte
speetacular garden within a small spave - a gushing
waterfall dropping from under the branches of trees to a
pond where quite a number of various fowl swem, Birds
Were his hobby =~ as evidenced by a third house of inecubators
and oreoding houses partly concealed in ithe branches of
the trees to where the pond disappeared, IHe had bred and
introduced several species of bimds to Japan, begimning
them on his country ostate whiech boz'damda game preserve,
Here there i'loated several species of duek and pheasante
quite undisturbed by the faeh that we wore viewing them
not ton feet away from the verandsh of the house, The
wovement of the birds gave the garden an added dimension
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and was a curiosity in Tokyo since birds are not used in
Japanese gardens., Some of the birds were gifts from
e Imperial household, The two most spectacular birds
were two large ones which I mistook for some exotie
Chinese dueks but turned out to be Canada Geesel
The dimmer was quite beyond belief - Japanese style in
the Japanese dining room. There were seperate braziers
toppred by small iron griddles - and trays of many varoeties
of meats - veniaon, pheasant, bear steak, ehic&:én and
chicken livers ete,, and lotus root, green pepper and
& substance like endive - each of which was dipped in a
sauce of shoyu, vinegar ete., and fried seperately, This
Was spparently the dish used during the gaming season
&t the Imperial Palace and is known by only about one tenth
percent of the Japanese., It was accompanied by a clear
soup served in lasequer bowls, rice and pPickles at the end of
the meal and a strange dish consisting of a lawrge cup of
hot saki with a boiled blow fish taill in is,

By far the most interesting day was soent with

an American painter, Bill Crowley? a friend of Tak Tanabe s 1
and his Jepanese girl friend Kako San, With them and a

Japane se painter, Ambo-Sen we vigitea & mister Takeda -

e son of an wpper middle class Japanese who was 80
much a devotee of the eraft orégins of the Japanese

culture and architecture that he had imported an
authentic centuries old farmhouse from north Japan to

his home, We arrived a out four in the afternoon -

it was rather hot and steamy, We turned off the highway
went down a lame and stopped before an unassuning gate

of lashed bamboo, Then the magic began., There was a cool
forest path through the gate, freshly sprayed with wager
80 that leaves ang stepping stones glistened, Although it
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seemed much longer, the path continued not more than
fifteen feet before it branched left snd rizht at a
composition of stones and o lantern - the right over a
bridge and dry river bed to the tea house hidden in Maples-
the left through a grove of bamboo each emerging starkly
from the paeied earth, Hach part of the garden was a
seperate passage - but a long enough passage - or seemingly
80 that the garden didn't seem in the least artificial
or complicated, The house was hidden under the branches
and only the entranceway emerged as one approached, Al
the entrance we removed our shoes and enteresd what had
once been the kitchen and grenary of the farmhpuse, The
floqr, origing;ly packed earth, was now planked in with
blackened eypreés boards, The heavy beams and the laghed
bamboo were &ll black with smoke and age, The ceilings
extended to the roof - unlike the usual Japanese house,
Lverywhere were marvellous bizen storage pots, chinese
bronze drums and pottery of the Sung period, and of course,
in each room & quite excuisite fiower errangemont - fregh
and natural and unlike the stiff arrvengement one would
expeet., One flowerf errangement was a small sprey of
Azelea smongst the uneurling stems of braciken - the other -
unopened buds of white iris, From the original farm
kitchen - now used as a western style sitting room - which
apparently the Japanese guests enjoy best -~ we stepped up
to the tatemil floor of the living room -~ the fire pit to
one gide with its conopy from which hung a large kettle
and oif this was the present dining room converted Irom
one of the originel bedrooms where we sat down for a sweod
end tea, This was Takeda's Mfoiher's house - a woman of
great chafm and taste - obviously responsible for the
flower arrangements, When seated the =h0ji were opened
and another world of garden mpread through meples and
pines Uo & seocmingly endless forest glade, As with so
many housed, the sky was completely ecut out and the
concentration was on the ground 1it by a filtered sky
light., On the ground wes a wild garden but each tiny
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tuig of hamboo or azalea c&réfully and inconspicucusly
pruned., A cormer of the pool could be seen under the
foliage and part of a stone bridge where, when wd visited
this later, a vista suddenly opened Uup across to the roofs
of neighboring houses, The tea ceremony was next, The path
led by a huge stone cistern - a smell reek tied with cord

to show us the path we were not to take- the small basin
with 'thé bamboo ladle where we washed, first the left hand,
them the right, rinsed the mouth and the handle of the

ladle and entered the tea house, The host had disappeared
earlier to prepare himself, Shoes were removed and we each
in turm crawled through the small opening - inside the
placing of *wm five cushions indicated that we could relax
after the tea - a more formal cercmony would have been
without cushions at all, In the tokonoma a seroll showing

& children's game of having tea - below & small chinese
bronze drum in which was a single blossom of viclet clematis -
vivid against the yellow ochre of the walls, To the left

of this the objects of the ceremony - the stone brazier and
the water cauldren sitting on a besubifwl polished lacquer
board. Beside this the Bizen cold water conbainer with the
lacquer stop and the tea container, The sister gerved small
sweet cakes to sach of us end then the host entered bringing
the two cups ~ a black and a white onme, The ritual of making
the tea - cleaning first the instrmuments with a striet and
Yormel grace, dipping the tea to the bowl, the water from
the ceuldrom, whisking it with a ssall bamboo whisk and
placing it for the mother %o pass to the first guest, che
bows to the floor on offering 1t to you and you follow
recelving it - place it in the flab of your hand - turn it
twice, observing the bowl, and down the hot bitter brew,

Then you examine the cup and rébturn 1%, In this case the

tea cup to Kaizen? one of the great masters of the ceremony -
end the spoon for dipping the btea came from the same period -
8¢ that by some inferenece each of the instruments of the

Ccoremony wa® connegted in some way, After the lengthy process
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the parts were brought in for us to examine and
question,

From here we retired to the son's house for scotch
and beer - eround a long table -~ chinese food sinee his
wife was at that time teiring lessons in chinese food - all
gerved in quite splendld bowls, After dinmer a series of
scrolls Ly some great Zem poet, were brought cut - cash
beautifully matted . nd each presenting a greater
problem of tramslation until the last « dome in his
£insl years, which was appavently meaningless,

The last feu days hgve been ocoupiled in potting down
from Tolyye to the Ise peninsula and the -ew-w. ghrine at
Ise, There are two parts, the Halku and the Golu of the
Ise Jingu “hrines - the cuter and immey shrine, The
Hadku houses the sacred mirror of Amv Terasu w mikami
end is situsted on a hillside beside a crystal clear
strean - and o nagnificent forest of eryptomeria, mnaples
md pincs, The uilldings themselves ave of unfinished
hinohi a cypress and have bean replaced every twenty
years for over a thousand years in exzact replica of
the orizinal wildiang, Although, because of the continual
nsymess of the buildings, one camnot get o sense of
age - =ti1l the idea of reincarnation and eternal
youth is admivebly represented by the custon - and
the empty site beside the mew bullding is a stirring
demongtration of life and death, Certalnly the
gigaatic moss covered stones of the base convey the
age of the site and swpposedly novhere in Japen is the
Tamate Spirdt conveyed so e¢loquently as in these
beantifully proportioned, severely resgrainsd and
superbly erafted tuildings, Not a hairline shows
between the satlin finished boards of the enclosure »
how 1% is dome in wood is & mystery, The mystery
is contained in the craftsmanship and also in the

rrengerent of the bulldings, for one cannot enter
'« gge the immer sheine 1tself, Four fences survound it
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and one can only penetrate the first fenee to the first
gate, Even the opening of the first gate is covered in
& white silk panoply which occasionally blows up to
reveal the closed opening of the second gate, Only the
gilt ridge ornements of the kondo ean be seen over

the tops of the fences., It is not in any sense a
monumental architeeture - the Kondo itself is merely

the thafiched roof house of the archaile period rendered
with exquisite care and simplicity, The size of the wood
members are monumental te the Japanese - but there is no
attempt as with the Parthenon for instance (of similar
origin) to render the building in greater size, splendour
and more permanent materials, And herein, I suspect, lies
the wmystery of Japanese taste, for Ise is spposedly, the
one truly Jepanese building,

There is mueh to say abput Ise but several other
things have happened sinee, that help in the quest of the
quintessenee of things Japanese, I remember someone in
Tokyo who had lived in Japan for thirty years saying that
the only thing that was strange and misunderstood about
Japem was that we treated them as strange and misunderstood -
that there was nothing é‘krange about them, Yet I am
sitting tonight in the Shoin of a small but three hundred
year old temple, the Kijo - in., When I arrcived, after an
impossible bus riide over non existent roads from Nara . and
after the dust and grime and decrepitude of both Kyota and
Nara - to got out of the bus and walk along a country path -
the wheat high and full headed - the women coming in from
planbing the new rice in their strongly patterned navy
end white trousers and i:ez'ghura, to be met on the path
by Mrs, Jike-in and her child end brought to the gate
of the property - to folléw a carefully patterned stone
path with low bamboo fences so that the forest seemed
to be the thing planted and not the path - to the Daimon -
the great gate - a simplified and redueed version of a

two storizd gate - and from there the branching path
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across the white gravel in the temple compound - %o
enter before a marvellous Sumi painting in the hall -

to step up to the shoin and enter past the sereens where
three art students from Toklo were sitting and sketching
where all the shoji had been thrown back to reveal a
very simple but superb garden whose horizon was the
distant city of Nara and the hills behind - and %o not
find something strange and diffiecult to understand ?
The garden is simply white sand and elipped hedges -
with two beautiful and carefully formed pine trees in
the foreground end & forest of old pine tb the side, a
hedge in the foreground cutting across the middle ground
(vhere a long reservoir appears only vhen you stand up)
to bring the dist nd view in dramatie contrast, There
#re two tea rooms attached to the house - it seems more
2 house than a temple and e hondo or shrine where sits

a Uith century Puddha Bbout three fest high and a statue
of the founder of the Jiko-in, What is dramatie in the
view is that as with the stage of the Kabuki, which must
be about ninety feet aeross Hnd twenty feet high, so the
view is framed by the spacing of the posts - an opening
about six feet high and twenty feet wide - a seomingly
immense span for a besm only about fourteen inches deep.
It holds the whole sppesd of the distance~ the fringe of
pines to sither side = the long horizontal of the hedge -
the long hovizontal of send and of the versndsh interrupted
only by a besutifully sheped small pine clipped so you
see ebery branch smd every needle which sits behind the
few sprigs of an aszalea reflected in a stone water basin,
(note that what is marvellous in Jepenese pruning is
that everything is given space to breath - space enters
through, under and around the plant in the same way that
it does in a drawing or painting of classical composure -

e.,g. Plero della Frencesco = the element of grace),



12, TOKYO - 2nd leiter,

one was aware of the weight of the cart and its coming, en
imperfection was built in. Needless to say that although the
costumes of the nobles were splendid - those of the ladies of »
the court were breathtaking., Their chalk white faces and black
hair hanging tothem—mgniﬁumtﬁlksinlong:m
trailing after them or folded behind while riding horses. Here
thebeantyoftheidmomcmdhummdcorhialywhmthem
in the street wear a coat ov e the kimona, which gives a slight
bmdtom-thammtrmsafthemotmomszwrﬂ

A stroll through Nara last night and a view of the five
storied pagoda = an unbelievable structure but more of that vhem I
come to it. Also hope to get over the feeling of depression -
or rather medseval @arimess that the Japamese villages with
unpainted wood, gives me. It may be part of the secret of Japan
that in spite of Tpkyo's brilliance, the Medeaval age is still very
mich alive with its headquarters as before, in the farmhouse. The
villages are consistently roofed in black tile, or the tile with a
combination of heavy thatch often over the main rooms of the house,
The lower structure is the thin boards, plaster, paper etec., and
often in a poor state of repair, giving the villages a shacktown
papearance if poor, because nothing is done to the wood. The plaster
is the natural earth with very little, if any, lime or cement added.
The earth from Kyote is an:eclive color considered the finest, but
some of the other varieties going into it of browns and green greys
are quite beautiful., The binding materisl is chopped rige husks
which gives a pleasing texture on the surface. Lime plaster is reserved
for the temples and palaces @s is the red lead paint and lacquer. In
the Nara area there is little disruption of the towns with pewer
building and housing = but the newer developments are depressing
vhen in evidence. One of the imnovations is an aluminum roof to
replace the thatch « certainly morve efficient and longer lasting - mede
in the same shape as the thateh, and painted black - as is done with
any new material - oxcept of course, salable soods and signs which
are as bright as anywhere,

From the Monastery I have moved into an amazing 1ittle hotel

in Nara - a very cheap one used by the students - now full of students
from Seigo University, %oo much singing and chatter so I am moving

to a better hotel tomorrow.



w6 were to sbay., He looked remmriably

. , ind and mwm eyes - only £
the shoulders betraying a submissior
habit,



o8 - the m:mt e ¥ then small

il and fins dipped in salt, fried, and

d he would accopt only if he
well., He had been impressed by




those were all msmmer of curion
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4P mmm Then a shelter uith

It was mms to see in & la
at the bottom

Hereon ithe word for reace
#M brash strokes like a battle oY,
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8o prominent in Weight's way of plenning - :
subtlety of solor.~ the extremely subtle balaneing




s doors with fremes

ifully detailed large silding pla
of aboub 11" x 1" in size,

of mess, I had brought some choeo

hirved o car to send me the thirty kilo
This of course w

at Daisen-in, in Daltoluji, probebly one of the most
ens, though very small, in Jupsn, I had
| from the Chusan at J1i ko-in and thus was the

only guest ol the tomple,
Daitokujl is the most coumplex of temples- similar
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thd wooden powches of the temple building

animated at night,
temple, not large, divided into six vooms, the cenbve of whieh
held the altar, the Buddha and the patron “saint" of the
temple Kozalui, On all four sidsg the Ho je was surrounded

by & sand garden and commected to the other apartments of

the temple - each in separate bulldings - by galleries - the

‘So=called “Shinsenden” gtyle of bullding, The most Tamous
garden was about 10' wide and 300 long - along the side of the
HojJo an arranpgement of roeks svmbol |
wWhite send stream - from birth - a stone wate rfall - through
the %ia:&g&i%m = fhe rocks and papids along the way - and mﬁ
Fﬁmmﬁ%@% & ston: dam where the stresm is held up (and

Window ever to look down) - the s

here a bridge and

exporieonce gained - a stone treasuve ship - the £
the occan of nothingness - & great expanse of

- purdfication in
send to the front of the Jojo with mo roc
temptations and diffleulties of 1ife) only & single tree in
the far corner which was the tres under which she wamisl Buddha
diod - thus sjwboliged the purity of the garden, The tree
blossoms with white Plowers briefly in June, and happensd to do
¢ on my birthday, which was considered most auspicious by the
priest of the temple, At the back of the Xam
simple gar Cks = & small Kyranii - and
my rooms opensd onto this and looksd aeross the Ho jé.

ks (thus some of the

. Ho jJo was another

den with only & few



g the day vhon all the shoji were opened and some rewoved = I
looked throdgh the Hojo seross the tatami and the wvooms framed in
white fusuma with black ink paintings on them - to the fap garden the
d by the
and the fusuma « from extreme intimacy with the
Immediate garden te the oxpendivencss as one glimpsed parts of the X |
from any one point, The Japmr

sacred tree, How easily and effectively the spaees were chan

e

arrangemonts of the shoji

on = but never of ecourse, the whole thing at ,ny one time

@80 never reveal mueh at & time - corbtalnly

of e e -

wlation of ones remembered ezperiences.
8 hoped o do nothing while at Dalsenin but look at the
gardon, make notos, write letters end sketeh, Put I hed volumteorod
help the young privst with his inglish guide to the temple and also
had jmm&!mwmm to visit other places so that time slipped avey too
uickly and I folt that small ,&g it was I b

ang pri st wes a man of unusual Coree of oh

rdly sew the plasee, The
racter - uwmmesual in my

who scem rath:r negabive in character, He

“xporlence of the Japanege

showed his amusement, sanger or keen intersst Limediately in his Tace,

in contrast to the pleasnmat but black expression of most Japanese, I
eat with the family which con sisted of the father, the priest of the ¥

emple, his wife, and old gawdener, the dax

ghter, and the young priest,

the adopted son, whose name meant "the backedooreinto-ti

garden®, The meals were vege' n exeept for the ocousional egps snd
ged to down, In fect the

i - but then the tastes

the long eold arm of an oebopus which I mam

Okusan wag pless:d with me beesmuse I sat anyth!

wore new and though scmetimes the appearance was offensive such as the

speciality of {he Sewple vhich was a blaeir, soft little pellet looiing




tatem, the covered fleor of the kitehen, Before brs:
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much like vat droppings that tasted however shilni - bitter, sour
and salty and wes quite good on the eold sliced cucumber that with

 rice, terminatod svery meal, And I began too, to really enjoy the

hot bean ant goup that was almost Bike & beef broth, the mainstsy of
eviry breakfast - and the varicus simple bubt quite delicious ways
that wwﬁabmm could be prepared, We eat slways in the ralsed
(agt the sound
beaten, of bells and the singing chant of

8f the wooden dm
pravers would emenate from the HeJo. I
g when to Bishop Ogata's temple, a groat propogadist
in Ameriea for Zen, and wabehed the pravers and meditation and

quostion period after, Supper was always preceded by the bath - in

re pottery cistern with the fire bullt right underneath,

HWE never witnessed this

gxeept one mowni

tinis esse a lax

There was nothing very elegant about this bath, It ocoured rather

is mwot supposed to enjloy &

ardly at the end of one of the porches- but then the pricst
nything - bath nor food, I remewbored

the first timo I %ook the bath being thoroughly perplexsd beeauss it

was too hot to enter spd I knev how the Jepanese secorned the foreigner

timidity, I was determined to enter no matier hovw hot it was, snd
by degre & lmmersed myself finding that onee Immersed it was even more

a8l very hot bath beeause the sensation wes one

of ecld rel
layer over your skin that as long as you did not move protected you
from the sonpation of heat, The diffieulty was in getting in or out
and the sensation of being par-beiled whon out, The old gardener

er than heat, The body 1t seimed set up an Insulating

sntored to have his bath just as I wes finlshing - felt the water and
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Japan and & most exesllent
sty I think by Kolori Enshw - but ons of the most

11 o ones (6% & 9% )b st demonst pabing in the ehigni dens an
m%mm windoug ﬁw dynanle arrangenent of unegual |

we ab shieh the Jepenoge scem to L
PRper on the lower walls {originell

sibdeh with he veory dis 1ight th

(1,2,5, srrengements of Latiices)
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and Lo trees - now groun too lerge veprosonting distent fsleandaw
and &b one B

betuven the firet and third but off 1t one of the most beaubtiful w
in Jepen - the Tosem - wepresenting & ship with fw ;

Ppiling - tne grev:l cutside the woon » the soa, the sbonos andk ¢
those of the nesrby shove, Inside the oom - the sombinstiocn of
Proportion, Yighi colour aohleve: by white Tuemy

spacicusnass adhioved

mist - givis & sense of Limitloss space end

4 stomes ds © oo wost supsrd ~ it 15 8 kind of fmep:

kW groat Hast Loke of Chins - but vhatevor

t bacic Yo tea as vell as pardons,

" B 81l the outskivte
o the novthyvest and east, ave sx umely beautiful,
sung riee is bedmr replented mow since -

.
e
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walk betucen the gardens 1s bordersd by dwarf Pines e so that
glimpses of the people pXmim planting the fields is obtained as You
g0 by. The most stuming of the three gardons - and certainly the
tuming of all the large gawdens in Kyoto is the upper
one = Which does 1ittle more then trim the edges of the natural leke
and prune the natural t::w-ﬁé to a proper size - but the position of the
tea house burded in the azaleas of the hillside,- the boat houss,
the great poles which support the trees from the uater

énd a surpissingly
elegant bridge - surely thers 1s mo bridge anywhere in the world to
equal the grace of this, The donor wes shemed imto comnitting suiecide
sinee it was too 1llustrious a gift to be given by @ com
with so many of the Japanese things the sabi wanhfg@;ft all ¢ It was
pouring rain thet day shugakuin we trudged through ths villege with
heavy thatehod roof houses - of rich forme remeniscent of THE
rulns, riee flelds, and throuph bemboo for:sasts to Hanshu-in - a small
temple on ﬁw side of the hill, Here too - the bhlack floors, black

Walls and black beamed ecilings of the entranes W&y, but many fine
deteils in the building - including the Junetion between snd in the
garden - including dly wisible but perceptable enough

onar. As

Iae,

& sloping hedpe hay

& oddly proportioned tea house at one end of the mwﬁ.nn

EEXIXEX
plastic blaekened with sguid Ink -~ white paper and elght wizxim in
; The ﬂﬂﬁ‘a‘h of mxﬁﬁ? &zﬁtﬁ% next to ﬁh% tolkonone
valls and cedling, :

was shown off by the black wall and spotlighted in a way by the
arrangement of windows which by refraction of light and shadows in ﬁaﬂ




paper showed & softly diffusing patiern,
Urasenke, Gmotesenke, and then enough of tea, These are both
schools of tea started by the descendents of Sen FWo Rikkiji the great
mmﬁw of the 18th Century. enke 1s & eoliectlion oftea rooms
whers the classes are held, cach looking onto its cwn garden am
following although to an expanded module the tes voom pattorn , The
school 1s prospering to such extent with the postewar vevival of the
art *‘hﬁ% they have built a huge two-story addition %o thelr plant
v quite besufifully done, The quiet &f the rooms
nd the subtlety of lone and colour of which the

which is surprising)
is mainbained
Japenese scem to be masters, The only odd mote is & western style
room of low black lacquercd benches and tables where both wabl and
abi are missing, but a brave sdaption to chinging time

sooms were detached and
~irridesecent
moss, Agsinst this the derk wood, the yellow ehre of the walls, and
the darh stonos ereatod the effsct of & ikt

wag different however - since

sily pruned plants glowin,

£

aged wvilderness, Inbirely different in charecter is the Sumiya
Shimabara , a part of Xyobto thaet retains much of the beaubty of the

old stroets. It 1s & tea room but more for saki, gelshas samisen
and shovs the danger of the Japanese for variation when not controlied
by striet feelings of wabl and shilni , Aectually the rooms are

simple enough but blackened by the smoke of 350 years,- have a
heaviness that might be fine by candle light - but oddly depressing
in the day, The entrance court with red plaster walls, old walls

of stones end trees btrunks green with moss, is extremely picturesque,




The immenso high-beesmed kitehen, Impressive - but the most elegant
room is inlaid with fregments of mother-ofepearl in the rather loose
way of the Japanese, thank God, rvather than the tight inter-laucing
of the Chinese, A sin

ilar house In feeling and about the same age
giving rather & good pleture of medieval Japan is the Hijo Jinjyn ,
en old imn founded by Daingo, When he reslized thhstide had no safe
place to stay in Kyoto on his visits to the Court, So the imn is
riddles with seeret pasages and hiding places, hidden stairs ete,,
and quite am

aing to see, One realizes however, in these m&ﬂmﬁﬁ
versions how muech Invention and variation in design - whereas the
slightest modificatidén

control, greetod with xmsm asbh

mongst the tastemabkers woe made with exbreme
nistment and hailed throughout the

As 1 probebly have mentioned before, that whereas Chinese
ideas Intrigued me at first in Japan, now they scem only curious,
This applies perticularly to the roofs, which in Japan were originally
thetch or shingle, The temples Introduced tile - first green as in
Chine and then the MmX black netursl clay of the smoke ovens, These

became eventually chesper than thateh or shingles, and more i
fire-proof, so that all roofs are orxdered to be in tile,

this provides a pleasant texbure to the
very large bulldings, the subtlety of curveturegy thet is the
achicvement of the Japancse in the roofs, is mot possible « or rather
is not aff%’&iw with the coarse texture of the tils, What the origin
of the 1ifting corners of the roof is - I do not kmow - but it is
surprising sce how etlosely it corresponds to the 1ift at the end

street ~ except in
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of a pine branch, and how closely it hamonizes with the forest
because of this, Again the Japanese scem to attenuste it to the
curve of growth, ‘ erd on 1bs ledge on a hillside 1s en
especially good exmmple of the vitality of this curve = the
eoneentration on sinple line stronly stated is well shown in this
hiech alse contains the most beautiful stetue in Japan -
£iji, b0 the bridge of Shujshuin, to Katsura, to the extreme
of the dremetic and evoecative roof of the Hiunkaku which had been
part of the Joraku palsce of Hidegoshi. The roof abtaing & maximum
dramatic effoet - and I am sure & profound influenece on Wrighte for

roof, From here they ranye from the superb oetagenel

merings of his cantilever heve, This leaves two thin
h improssive, has vecelved I think

to come ~ one & garden, and the other a garden and a pa
and Katsura,

exagerpbed publicity becaunss of uniquencss, Katsura is Cepr bevong
all expoctations and is misread, misrepresan

ted in practically every

&nd contribule bto the damage
lie to 8 degre

ndgque I thinke bo Jepanese ar
frcm the photogreph, that only misreprssental
that goes for the &

hitecture, 1Its scale

is so diffewent from wh

- expect, and the

rengement so diferent

im 3‘$ Waﬁihigi ﬁu
ories as well, Ryoanji is disappointing because
it is so small, The sense of vast spece indicated in photographs

is not there - or not at leaght until you sit down and study it for
somé time, What is sxiveordinary is the balance of the composition
and the velationship established botween the troups of rocks =
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it is a complex thing ending on mmber, Lexbure, eolour, kind of
rooit, kind grouping, shape, line ete, In this respect it i

a marvelous lesson in errangement, That it also employs elements of
foreshortening, so that frem the front {and this is the only place to
see 1t from) 1t does seem to expand indefinitely and merge with ﬂm

sky at the back, whieh is what the wall beeomes, What it means, I
do not know, beemuse 1%t 1s intricately tied wp with the complexity of

This letter must be eontinued again for I em mushing for the

plane In Hong Hong.




TI0TA = Continued,

GURA -~ This, of mm&, c¢limaxed all previous exporicnces
and nothing - no deseription, photograph, £ilm, can convey
anything of its effeet, It 1ia the most complebe work of Ayt
in Jepem, and, I think in the whole repoftory of Architecture,
one of the greatost compositions. Mere than any othey

’bui’l&lag in Japan it demonstrates the sense of rofinement, —

of rostraint, of severity, of moelancholy, of simplicity
nese taste cen achieve, 1In this sense §t ia the
“nd of apogee of a tradition end cannot be surpassed, That
is my I advise voung Japanese Architeoets to forget ebout

that Jape

Yo the development of 2 new tradi do
K:aﬁwm is not & single building and cannot be geen

a8 such, It is a complex, almost nore o a stoyy than
building sinece it really 1s an adventure through o landscape .
that consists of several bulldings - tea<houses, pavilions .
and palace = sot in & garden, Here the fusion betwocn
bullding and gorden is a unity unsurpassed clsevhere. The
buildings without the garden would be nothing - ¢ e garden
without the buildings - nothing Together they ac
most poetle statemont ever to be maie, I think, in the

iroment of man, To realize that it wag, after all,
movely the setbting for mmxbmtiwidwak the 1life of an
individual end his ecourt - makes one wonder that sueh ,
refinoment could be possible within the awlward, humen Trame,
To imagine 1t alive with people dressed in the oxtraordinayy

-
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beautiful costumes of thai age enaeting the rituols of NONNew,
try and tea - is to imagine & 1ife of sueh art and
artiface as to be almost completely abstracted from reality,
i h&w been threc times to Ketsure - the first on the usuay
teur - the others saturdey afternoons - alone - which
required special pemmission, I hope to go several times
again on my return in September, for each time it reveuls a
1ittle more of itself - a 1ittle of its mystery i1s unveiled bit
by bit in an all teo Japancse way, It's diffieult when you fall
in love with & building, A huwman can respond and the adventure

iop or deteriorate - but a bulldings cold face to your
infetuationt »

Yo the casual visitor on the usual teur - vhat is there?

A lovely pu sque with its arching by
its lanterns and pebbled beachen
with roofs of thatoh, crocied posts and discolored plaster - and
the palage? - a geries of suall rooms of erdinary tatemi - rothe$
: . an unfinished wood ucture with none of the ’
embellishments of the most poorly cndowed temple., Any teuple or ok
other palesece in

of poe

-

den, roethor piotum

Ryote - any othor house of this size, is fap
And is 1t so haunti

Certalnly the poverty is pretentious - the elimination of
every embellishmont is so earefully planned so that nothing
distrast you from its cssence, And the essence iz the most
1llusive in the world, It is not in the building itself, butb
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somewhere betwoen the buillding and the garden and dofies
def inition,
#@tmﬁesmrmepﬁm is through the small
rance court, but I prefer to come upon it lest from scross
the lake after walking through the garden and seoing 1t first
from the Shohin '

from the e ' gate~ glimpse the lake first at the end of an
allee betweon hedges behind a small pine on a wound of hill

which was the landing for the boating parties, rise over the

boat cansl on an arched bridge and enter betweon soft hills of
briliient moss and sago palms, the place where guests waited to be
called to the Shokestel, You approach the rustie shelter aeross
scattered stones and reach a straight stone path - of one ond of
wialeh is the water basin for the ritual purification of hands and
mouth before the tea - and at the other & low stone lantern
burled amengst ferms. The lwmrient hills of moss, the paths
and roeks, thoe sheltering meples and Iuxurilent palnms giw one

& great sense of coolness and quiet, When the woode

from the shohisbel, the tea guests moved along tho path and ceme
out suddenly from the glade onto the edge of the lake where &
pebbled boach extended like & long barwen veach into the sea |
where a storm battered lighthouse was represented by a w‘-‘v-i%ﬁiw
lantern amongst the pebbles. Only then do you glimpse the toa.
house across the water - but you mist walk along the beach and
into the forest again before coming out onto a rocky promontory

..... ‘rom which o great stone slaeb is flung across to reers that shore
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up the Shohistel. The Shokestel is to me the magterpiece of
tea~houses, It has a heavy thateched woof supported almost fiimsily
on erooked and rusticated posts - ms the gentle ness of the
fpace contained there 1s exalting, The loose grace of its '
composition begins at th outer sdge - invoives the mooks buk that

retain the grass smbanion-nt fop they use part of the composition of
the posts and the porches - the rocks continue in under the poof

and their arrangement is mmitads refloctsd in the arvangemont Of the
garden viewin: tea poreh, which s.ems to be the eentre of the illusi
ve spiralling pattern, & kind of burgeoning of space, walls and rocks
that expanis Tinally to the fap reaches of the gavrden snd the palace
its«1f, Bow to explain, too, the feeling of tio~dimensionality -
that the arrengsment of surfaces is. plmmci to be seen as flat

&cww;ié;wm = 1like a painting

- Lrom @ single point of view - yot

is succesalul from every point of ﬁﬁm a8 vou move ﬂ&lﬂm the path,

he plastor of ghokestel is the wapm yﬂlw M?w sarth sand the wall s
are stalned dark to achieve an ing ndous effect of diseolouring due

to age with undertones of blue, One would ent.r fipst through the
small ma:éz;izaﬁ of the to& room = ¢ortainly the most perfeet of all -
into the gubdusd light of a tiny room wiﬁ&w the white oecurring only
in the paper of & doow, is intensely puve, At the complation of the
ritual a fusuma would be slid back to open inteo the main room of

the toa house, vhieh opening on all sides to the lake seems to be

suspended over the water, Here suddenly the blue is pieked up in a
bold chequered patteorn that somehow is held in perfoct control b
th: strong blecks of the posts of the Tokomoms, From the tatami
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a uooden poveh extends out under the space of the voof = the lowness
of the interios meking the helght of the porch roof & liberstion to
the outside - and from hore half hiddsn across the lake is a sonmbre
facais of the palace, Ailthoush in the shokistél the coleurs are so

sarefully subdued that rou are hardly eaware of them = your memery vhen -

you leave 1t 1s erne of a2 highly coloured experience, Lseving you look
suddenly inbto a vast pond surrounded by huge eryptomeria - one leaning
heavlly over the sgb r mwpport-d by woodsn ¢rutch:s, riving e feeling

of suidenly mag

ifled segle, This pood continwes under bridpss inte
wilder reaches of th: gearden, but the path proceeds up & hillslde of
moss under the eryptomerias vhieh becsuss of lis s wg&mgg, B
it eould not be wore than shout 20 £ .6 high, gives the impwession

puntaln escarpment -~ and &t the top of this in 1ts ovn gselusion

is gnother rest howss - a simple ploifomm, & rocl, and @ wall, of

2 v Ppom this dovn the Bill 4o an avehis
1ifts you up to a suddenly elose visw of the whole paluce, Apainet
the mamory of seflt golds and ecel blues of the shoklutel = the blaek

browns snd briliient vhitss of the pelece have the eflseb of severity,
bitternsss, of a sombre nobility that is very movings There is no
concogsion bo sensuous tastes oxespt in the alngle metior of grace,
The palacs site liphtly, step img into the background in a series of

the 1llusicn of distenee ~ the roofs ke light aod gontly mm of,

Somehow this feminine grace combined wwith the starimess and ﬁust«fﬂriw
of its black and white pisn s, gives it a strange Intensity, Even the

govdon is kept awar from 1t so s not to sofbon the effect - 1t hovers

rath:r in & g8 of brilliant grqoen rnoss, broken only by the patbern of

£ subtlr sugpesting




se———

- -

stones apprr.  _ing or passing it by, In the rain its ressrve, qui-tness
@nd strength is vven more intense, It is not designed for the sun |
to throw it in rollef and to bring other valucs of light to the simple |
seatiment of black brown and white, Thereis also a strange quality
of seale to add to iis disturbing nature, OFf the thr-e bloeks of ;
suites, the farthest two scwm to be o full story above the ground with ‘
& paspage vhere one gould walk under the porch, Bub actually they are |

only about § feob of 7. the ground, maiking it se.m mors iatimate, rathor
vretiring snd gelf-effacing, and y«t ab the seme time, hevin

dnpressiveness of boing a full story up, This 1s & most skilliul

sane Bimo, The interior, @s the exb rior in black ix and whiw - !
& faint yellow in the fusume of the old shoin (first mim)ia the only |

w.mmﬂmmam* even
of black laequer, and finely vovked door pulls are the omly concession
to noble tastes. Hers the grace and elegemes
space, The path you take in moving tame

though the rooms arc very small, A diserset wse

ils in the arvangement of
ugh the house, unfolding of voom
Ach one a 1littls off-set from the other so thet the line

of movement is the swesping one that seems to heve no beglming and
no destination,
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en route to Macau - ' !’7'11? 3rd, 19680
Arrived in soggy heat of Hong Keia_g :quiw - '

spectacular setting of the city ofi eiﬂmer sidg of the sea -
vhite tents - twenty story buildings ¢limbing up the slopes
of very steep hills, now lumrignﬁ green with blue red shoulders,
Looks best from a distance - cl;sa up a rather chargeter.less
city exeept for chinese querters which are overcrowded,
deheriomtlng masonry bu!.ldinga -l or five storeys tall and ‘
harrow, deep baleonies, brightly painted - filled with laundry,
flowers and rether rageed people, Such a contrast with Japan
which in retrospect S0ems so wdl 1 kept and the people clean

and healthy, However along with the rilth are the variety of
smells and the luxurienee of color missing in Japan, The sea
front is filled with Junks -« so similer in form to the galieons
of 16th century inglend or Spain, The small ones have only a
rudimentary shelter - the middle ones with bat-winged sails -
the large with the masts and rigging of the galleons, So many
Junks are the permanent home of the Chinese, One area of
several square bloeks on the other side of the island is a
stinking suburb of Junks which have never been to sea but are
lodged permanently on the tidal flats - and in spite of the
clean tall bloeks of buildings egainst the hills are are hill
flanks sealy with lean to's of refupgees, What star?tlna me at
first was the extreme steopness of the hills, From the terraces
‘of the homes perched on the top of the mountains, you dont't

look down to the city but almost vertically into the tops

of the buildings, Such a house is that of the



; _hmzaeg of villagers dawn below, A very charming house of stone

style - white washed granite walls - very different in style fr@;

;n:wte S - | July 3rd, 1961
Dickson Teachis, friengs of the Boultbees who. took me to
ne e+sses  club for a swin and around the islan'& ‘after-
wards, The club has a setting rather like @ak Bay, Vietoria - \.’k
but less populatéd and a very British club indeed] The real .
beauty of the isladd is on the opposite side of the ecity -
Repulse Bay and Depp Water Bay - they are rather like the
resorts of the Riveira - both in follage and land figupation -
but for the mamy islands rising steeply out of the sea, the
elegant curve of red tiled roofs, the very British atmo sphe re
of the hotels, and of course the Junks, Repulse Bay is even

grased by a folly - and English Gastle - but built by a

Chinese billionaire, After a long drought the first storm
broke as we rounded the island into Aberdeem - a rather shabby
m but interesting for its floating restaurants, g;a&dily

inted pavilions floating in the harber, From the Teches house
akeﬁ down on the storm, tops of buildings appearing through
1ds, flashes of sunlight illuminating others in the harbour,
a.t evening I drove to the house of an architeet, John
How 1, on the other side of the mountains from Kowloon, His
house stood in isolation overlooking a long valley, spotted by

fellﬁwing in roof form the black pwkukent pitah painmd tile mf'
and white painted dragon - a black ground, of village traditiche
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enroute to Macan -

the Japemese, As we arrived another storm hmkfe_ - cutting
Sff the power and looking dawm ot the WaIley 1Y tusiuated
by lightening -~ the rain pouring off the eaves - enly dim
candlelight in the house itself, was very veminiscent of

Somerset Maughan

. Howarth has one of the largest practices

in Hong Kong oddly enough must have been one of my
colleagues @ 136 during the wa$, though I don't remember

having met him,

MACAU = A complete fusion of the color and the vitality of

the Latin countries and the rich essence of the Last, A

most enchanting little town of 133.:1&* blue and yellow and

white washed buildings - decaying snd mouldering under

tropical rains and sun, It is set on three or four hills
cropping out of a flat peninsula of the mainlend, The

language and the people are Portuguese, negroes from Mézambiqae,
Indians, Chinese and the very successfulk mixture of Furasions,
But how/ exeiting to be back in a place where the archibecture
of the street and the towm have

importance, The execitement

of a place where the populace lives on the street- and the
street, though filthy sometimes, has the appearsnce of a place
that is lived in and enjoyed. Hew different from the
indifferent complex of Hong Kong, And it is Japan turned
insi&a out, The inside of the bullding is dirty, but outside =
‘tha streets and sduares and horizons that they form }
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enroute to Macau -

Inroute to Bangkok - 35,000 feet up = 2 hour and twenty minute
flight, gaining two hours in time, leave Hong Kong at 10.30
arrive Bangkok at 10,50. You figure it out,

MACAU -~ The sun-drenched streets - the sparkling surface of
plaster walls - the smell of age in mouldering plaster and
worn stones, What would have happum&i if Japan had built in
stone, not wood] What a speecusaltion. Nothing could be
further removed in spirit than Kyoto and Macan, This is
exuberant, fr:t:mlaua, s outrageous sometimes in rash
and undiseiplined love of color and line for their own sake,
But in spite of excess the tmm takes shape - 1t's snatomy

is inviting -~ 1t calls you to explore it - whereas Hong Kong
is simply a rather messy collection of buildings in a superd
setiing, Macam is an alive and alluring beige, UFaech of its
hills is topped by some accessible and inviting structure -
the Bishop's residence, or one with a flamboyant flight of
stairs that Italy and Portugal excel in - embracing the
summitf around the base of house and church of recent origin,,
The old lighthouse on another hill - sealed off now by the
whitewashed walls of an army encampmwent, the old fort riging
impotently on another hill - the place where the Jesults retreated

%o resist the invasion of pirates - now is the wathor pleasant

garden and residence { a yellow, white end red and blaek pastry)
of the offices of the Portuguese garrison, Beyond the narrow
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inroute to Macau -

harbour limed with magnificeant junks are the commmes of

the Commmnist village on the other side, There, we are told,
is the rmursery vhere all the children ere kept up until six
weeks old, When they ere sent to school, parents ean visit
them every three months, The parents themselves can see one
another only once a fortnlght, ivery ..... gbout 200
refugees wade across the river or swim the straights past
the patrol boats, which can be seen continuously riding the
harbor, In Hong Kong they say they let only the old and
useless refugees through - but here apparently, all ages
come through and are housed in camps that are rather
desperate - even the children work at making fire-crackers,
Macou, as Hong Kong, 1s the only source for obtaining
Americen dollars and British sterling, so although both ave
virtually defenceless, they are immensely valuable to the
mainland, There are Communlst stores in Maecem and

Communist run schools and free Communist hospitals whose
doetors were mostly trained in the states, One hundred
thousand of the three hundred thousand ' are Commmists, bub
in neme only, because holding two passports has advantages,
The Chinese have a famous nose for that, At the other side of
Macau are the millionaires = particularly the owner of the
Casino, for NMacem 1s the Vonte Carlo of the East, His houses,
five in all - one for each wife - were not far from my hotel,

A

La Bella Vista, a rambling empty echo of more prosperous

e
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nroute to Macen -

days long past, but wonderful to open high shmtters on

all sides of the room and hear the sea winds blow

through instead of the chilling air of air conditicned
oms, The Gasino is & ten storeyed hotel with practically

pémbling house « fan-tam ete « where the

populetion of Macew sits most of the day and ususlly ends

efery floor a

up &t the pawn shop scross the street, The women ave the
greatest gamblers - being the keepers of the housechold
money - they sit sround in their black glazed pyjamas
trying to increase the family income - often sit twenty
four hours at a stretch, Through the streets of Waeau at
night you hear the chips and the besns of the gembling den
rolling on the floors ebove, and in nearly every 4imly 1it
store off the street the moh jons tables are out, The
superstition of the people 1s intense - oven to stopping
& speculator from adding an 18th storey to a new blosk of
flats, It 1s best sesn in the temples - where a aplit
bloek of wood is tossed thres times before the altar and
according to the way it turns up, the wish or prayor ﬁﬂx
be answered - so gambling is deeply rooted, A box of
mmbered stieks at the altar is shaken until ome stiek falls
out and this taken to the fortune teller for a prediction,

Apparently they won't even make a purchase without the
predietions of luek or 111 luek from these simple means,
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7.
How difTerent the altar fittings from the Japeanese, Here
it is the handsome forms of pewter - the candle-sticks,
flower holders and incense holders - and brill iantly
colored peper flowers, mexiean colored and hangings over
the niche of the statues, Thereis mo sense of solemnity,
a8 oceagionally with the Jepanese altars, Here you feel
it is rather another gambling den., But the use of nasonry
in the builldings changes the whole character - there is a
sense of perménenge and of age &and of surface, As in
Hasonry architeoture - the light penetrates into small
courtyards whidy are indifferently planted - nostly masonry
with a huge jar of lotus planted - iron or terra cotta

ineense burners - handsome teak chairs, desks and lanterns
in the leeture hall - and the roofs resplendent with glaged

tiles - dragons along the ridges - leils at the portals, ete,,

even the gaeway in the one rather solemm temple in Macau

had exquisite proportions tall blgek narrow doors - stone
poats that couldn't successfully be substituted in wood

~&nd elegant roof saved by the delicate flourishes on the ridge,
The arvangement of temples is almost as in Japan - the gate -
the Buddha room - the room of the Goddess of Furity, where
young brides come to pray that they will be No, 1 wife and
thus, unchallenged boss of the household, and then the room

of the specifie deity of the temple - in this case the

Goddess of Merey, _
The Portuguese @lement is seen everywhere -

et
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extravagantly in the color of the buildings - athetieally

5y 1)

in the beautiful strects - the avemue of Banysn treecs and
the varieties of cobbles and the avenue along the sea

wall end the formel parks and squares, the Catholie schools
and the churches and of course the food, Uy hotel which
smells musty and nicely old, was just above the sea., Below
was the sehool and haXkuww along the sea walk, the Pausada -
& Tine old restaurant on a terrace overlooliting the esplanade -
with delicious baked fish and chicken in wine olives -
all the rich foods we had been missing for se long,

Macau a8t night was entraneing - wandering through the narrow
streets of the Chinese guarter - crowded with stalls or
little shrines selling fancy drinks, the cld mﬁwﬁ swinging
along with great loads on poles over their shouldera -

people often completely concealed in what they were
carrying. The noise of & passing dragon parade, for it
was the feast of Kwamnom, Costumed jugglers followed by
ezﬁwﬁa of children, & passing funeral = avamham noise
and gaiety - a stre:t people, I faliéwad the dragon
dancers into some tiny alleyways - no light except from
oll lamps, and suddenly in the space between the houses
the dragon dancer leaping about to the beat of drums and
symbols, Daneing over & chair and into the edge of a
basgin of wine (?) which is consumed and spat over the
watching neighborhood - the change in the pace of
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~ daneing increcging as one perspiring youth after another
succumbs and 1s replaced under the dragon's head - finally
to be completely eoncealed in the voiece and acrid smoke of :
the fire-crackers, It was following such & celebration
that I came out finally to the end of a barrio and the
base of a long flight of steps to St. Pasla. This v
beautiful stone facade stands near the top of the eity
in complete isolatiom like the backdrop to a rennaissance
play, The body of the church had burned long age - but
what a monumental temmination to a Chinese street,

All for new - arriving in Bangkol,



Auberge du Temple July/61
. Angkor Wab. Cambodia,

Deger Mother end Ded «
Almost three weeks now since I have had news -

difficwlty of forwarding mail - and I wonder very much how 1
things are, This time has been very busy for me and I am
afraid I have made no records of this = one of the most
interesting fortnights of the summer, This ihen, will be a
very brief review of the past week at Angkor,

Although I was warned to the ® nirary, the
weglther has been perfeect. It is the rainy season and apt
to be hot and mmggy but for the most part the days have besn
sunny d th a eool breeze, One needs of course to keep the
fons going in the rooms and bed covers ave out of the guestion
at night - but altogether the weather has been very pleasant
and much less emervating then Japam, One can rely on & storm
évery aftermoon but these are-rather exeiting and freshen the
air, Angkor is a couile of hours filght from Bangkok and deep
in the Cambodien jungle, Siem ﬁaap, the neavest village is
rether nicely set on a stream and is not much more than &
mariket square -~ a few restaurants and hotels and the working
quarters of the Comservation df'ingkor,

The Auberge where I am staying is right across
the moat from Angkor Wat - and being french rum - has excellent
food, The week here has been a very pleasant one - mornings
spent walking through the jungles, or seeking the more remote
toxmples by means of bicycle cart, the st ndard means of
trensportation. Afternocons spent looking at the neaver
Temples or Angkor itself, or swimming in the great West Baraj -
‘en Limense lake built over 1000 years ago as part of the
complex irrigetion system of the area - or perhaps viding by
elephant to the only hill in the area crownded by the Temple
of Prom Balkeny to view the lowering sun across the rice fields,
the lake and the vast plain of jungle reaching to modest hills
in the distance (the haunts of the wild elephants, the panthers
end the tigers) from which only the occasional stone tower
shows the position of a once extonsive and complex c¢city, Too
little is kmown to reconsbruet the eity as is possible with
Rome, but the most impressive aspect of it is the vast scale
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and precise organization of its plan, end next, the
imagination of its builders, It is impossible to get any
idea of the appearance of the city because the jungle | 3
crowds in and destroys any vistas that might onee have
been important and except for the Temple and the terraces,
all the other bulldings which were built of wood have long
disappeared leaving no trace, except an occasional depietion

in a bas-relief, 1In 2 week it is only possible to visit

the major buildings, snd then, only superfid ally. It is miy

ssidble to study with any thoroughness the vest extent

of bas reliefs which encompass Anglkor, the Bajon and the

splendid terrcces that surveyed the main square of Angleoy
Thom, There is so mmch that one leaves with only a very
muddled and confused impression of the whole, Although
there are many buildings more egquisite and more imaginative
than Angkor, it is by far the most impressive in concept
and also the best pressrved, Its preservation is due
paﬁaly to the faet that although other monuments were
abeandoned with the disintegration of the Kmer civilisation
in the early 15th century - Angkor was only deserted for
sbout 100 years, because in its grounds wers mmall
monasteries which meintained the temple kept out the
Jungle, Iven now it is used as a place of whrship « the
various Budihsfend Vishnus in the various senctueries of
the temple are slways arrveigned with fresh incenco oy
édorned with [lowers or the pecullar arrangement of ginger
end flags - and the oil lamp at the uppermost sanctuary
burns every night, Apparently meny rituals 2nd ceremonies
still take place in the temple, in the mammer in which they
occurred when Angkor was built in the middle of the 12th
Century, Everywhere in the present villages, which ave
extremely primitive, you see the faces of the Angkor reliefs
but not & trace of the eraftsmenship in the crude stils
houses with rush wells, of the villages, You see the
viliagers cultivating their fields with pointed sticks -

without the use of & plow - snd there seems little evidence
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of the use of tools, except for the graceful carts
hauled by the water buffale, and these ave Jdentieal
to those on the walls of Angkor, fhe eivilization

of Angkor was short lived and astonishing in the speed
of its developmens, Although the Kumer civilization
had established 1tself in other capitals previously -
Angkor wes irhebited only in the beginning of the 10th
Century « and Angkor wab was built only 100 years latep,
Angkor Wat was never equalled in sige , but the last
great peried of bullding was iess then 50 years after
the Angkor wWak, after which time the eivilization =
impoverished byf the extravaganes of building and
enervated by a mew sehool of Buddhism (Himagnia) which
éxtolled purity and self denigl - stegdily declined,
30 the extent and besubty of the eulture is that ruech
more wonderful,

In many weys and perheps for the same reasons,
the buildings resemble those of Yucatan, The pyramid
with various modifications, became the standard form of
building, slong with the horizental ferm of temple, more
monastle In purpose, 4As in Mexice ey wors made of
several sbtories with a towering chapel on top for the
deity., Fre Rup, Ta Keo s Bophuon, Phnow Baltheni ave all
exBuples of this - where the bage, as in Hexlco, is
magrificently moulded with elaborats proflles and adorned
with splendid psiterns taken from plant forms, The
pattorns ofton resemble the Greco-Romen mobifs of Acanthus
scrolls, vine leafs - and in some eases are equally
vigorously carved, They are accompenied by the ek
Tigureg of devotas, heaverly dancers and guardians of the
temple ~ so that in spite of the powerfyul effect of the
tiers of platforms, the decoration gives them an elegznee
and prettiness that of course doesntt exixt In the Mayan
ruins., In spite of the sweep of Angker and the luxurious
axmvaganae of the fowers - they have an accompanying
cherm, Bantray Srei is & small temple, a difficult jeep
ride from Angker of about 18 miles, It is 14

=
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box, both in its amall sige and exquisite carving, How
impressive tw emerge from a jungle of great trees and
chattering monkeys to this small clearing and rediant
1ittle temple, oOr Banting Samie on the way baek = so

very different in its series of concentrie walls and
elaborate portals - or the labyrinths of Presh Khan

and Bantery Kalei or the superb 1ittle temple of Weale
Pean - sitbing on & lotus in the central basin of five

in which horses play end serpents writhe in mach the gome
mamer as the most imeginative of bareque fountains, O
the hemnting ruins of Fa PMmsx Prohm - another labyrinthe
but left as found gripped in the sepent-lile roots of
Banyan trees -green with moss and lichen - he eye or the
mouth of a Buddha appeering from the cage of growth = the
silence and the sounds of a victorious forest jubilent with
birds, Then the sbrange end almest maniacal mass of the
Bayon = the culminating worlk of the last and most intrigueiny
of the Khmer tings, Jeynvarnam v1l, T¢ is poetilecally
beautiful, disturbing - mad, Trom iis stone towers,
barely emewping from the grey stome ave some 200 faces,
edch higher then a mém - that look in all divecbions -

the comers of the 1ips curved in 2 slight mmile, the wyes
turned inwerd, It was 2ccording to Groslier, the head of
the conservgtion hewe, an attempt Lo create a Buddhist
miracle vhere the Buddhs appearsd %o his diseciples circling
around them in a thousond Images of himself, Jaynvarnam
attempted to veereate the miracle in 2 gigentic piege of
sculpture so that as you olveled the temple on the cutside
or ingide, the heads of the benevolent Bodhiveston faecing
in four dirvections and catching the light in different ways
would give the illusicn of eéncircling you. So alse on the
(four plus one) gates of the city of Angkor Thom - the
four faces - probably the most beaubiful of all Khmer heads
peer down the allésys that extend out into the jungle,
Jeynvernem was a devout Buddhist so the story goes (slthough
Gosller seys he wes not Buddhist at all) who refused his
rightful claim to the throne #wice in order to aveid
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bloodshed with his rivel - tnd after & life of retreat
succesded bo the thvens ia his late Pifties with an amy
$hot venquished the Chems and as if oatching up with lost
m,mmwmnﬁaammmamm;
vast building programse in the twenty years of his velgn
thet the Fhmer's never reeovered egain, Grosiier believes
thet J Vi1l is the Leper King, of which only rumour persisis
and that in his efforts to overcome his affliction he
embraged every faith snd experimented with every wind ot
building Yo sehisve wedompiion, It is also imown that becsuse
WMMMQﬂMﬁQWMWMGE
King, he would have to introduse some now Cods, A great
deal of mmuworology went inte the plaaning of the temples =
3 - %« 7 and 9 boing important mmbers - 5 the most
jumpovtant since this was ss for as the Kheers could count
gs ton is We 11wt of thelr system, Also calendar
onlontation s ast West orientation of the buildings,
nobey, the expamsion of & composition by nesns
wonie peoportions, and quite subtle optical means %o
incyroose the tmw of a building as practived by the Greeka,
211 these methods were employed, indleating a people of
greiit sophictication in #hely crafts,
Wﬁ% jtgelf has the most splenddd setting of
shovgh myrrounded by wide woats -
and pools and basins chonnded Hhroughoud  the oity, the Moabt
f Anghor is nlmost 600 feet wide m sbout & mile in length
sath way, lost of the meats of the city such &s thet of
Anglor is one of shallow watey where &t any bime of the day
you cen ge: the wasey Buffalees wallowing - the vemen bathim
oy waghing thelr clothes or the men fishing with throw nets,
ven ab night you ges the torches of the fishermeh spobted

gea (this too corresponds %o their commslogy, for the pyramid
voprescuted the mele prineiple and the water the female).
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We had a moet fuscinating discussion on Angkor Wiﬂ.@hm‘kﬂ‘m
drifted around to Japan, which he dismissed ss inconsequentisl, and
the arc‘*dtecﬁire as not architecture at sll dut merely 2 hizhly
refined craftf T think there is some 4ruth in this and beers thought,
He was alse very infrigwed by my tree theory and corroborated the

nman and rature ides.

“~Fust veturned frem erplering Atigher Wat Yy night, Decislon
nsdé 5t diriner VetV & young geimen 1ad, a britdsh forelen service typs
retuFidng fros Malays, end nyself. Ve stacted to strell along the

S

"Royal Wey" the long stone conseway scross the wide moat. In the.
darlcmess we could ges only the bare outline of the seven headed Feja
snake as it ran on sither side of the causewsy 1ifting its fanmchaped
emblem at each change of the rosdwasy - and the occasional lentern

of ‘he night fishernan - out chiefly for the frogs. Coming elong

the road this evening 'he incredible evening m of the tree erickets
rising o loud siren~like hun of high volitags current and dropping

a8 soon as you passed, as if they were screaming " don't go further,”
As we crossed the cavsewsy the bullfrogs had itaken over in swoh 2 loud
end coordinsted sovnd that I thought at fivst that itnwas the senerator
plant for the hotel. The hulking form of the frst gate and terrece rose
stcadily at the end of the czuseway, and through it in the for distance
we could see a single light frem the sanciuary itself. As we entered
the gate and folt our vay coutiously across the uneven ficor theve was
the rusfling and whistling end squealing of bats in the vaultsw high
overhead, Then into the compownd the sound changed swddenly o an
orchesiral drome of froge mized with the whispering of the erickets.

st cousevay to the mass of Angkor outlined on black against
ﬁiia”f}ﬁﬁ sky. Shadows occasionally rushed past us = were they monkeys?
of the Tecent Fain and well aware also that cobras might be taldng
advantage of sun va rmed stones. The reverberation of sound inzressed,
echoing off the tower walls before us. Once agein we plunged inte

a darkened gateway to the squiddng and beating of wings and thud of
s@ll Vodies inshe veults, end entered o tall g llery megloally 14t
fron ‘thé candles of three monks crouched over incense in & side gallery
who disappeared as we approached leaving only echeing fleshes of candle-
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light, fafing in the vaults, and a tiny light high up in one of the s

Puddhas to the other side., Here, ‘from the deep pools on either
sids and echoing thvough the galleries on all sides was the deep
croak of bull frogs and the higher chorus of frogs sounding more

like flocks of passing birds. Agein we plunged up steep stairs,

AR s

siis time with the aid of f the germen lad's lighter. Three
nissing bats came out suddenly into the upper court vhers the
temple loomed percipitously shove us = its great serrated towers
reverberant with the almost bell 1ike shorus of high voiced night
birds. The most etheresl vibrent sound %o accompany majestic
erchitecture. Vefstood as the chorus swelled and suddenly for no
»eason cessed before climbing the long percipitous flight to the
upper terraces. As we climbed the sounds became thinner end
nigher, until the last gallery to the last courts the sounds were
only execited whispers. In fromt of us the last gellery led to the
group of Buddhas where the single candle burned that we had seen
alniost & lilomeher sway. Above it rose the highest tower - davk,
rich, forbidding - end below we conld harely. distinguish the shapes
of gelleries and terraces through which we had come. Returning
we had the same sequenmce of sound, from high whispers to bell=-like
chorus to thin squealing of bate to deep throated basses aceinst
high violins, tc the excited silence of the babs ageinm, to great
sonorous orchestras of frogs in the huge enclosure= to ihe silemt
rush of wings again « to the digpersed mixture of sounds over the
e

" Hed an introdustion to & Hugh Gidb who is here for the
$,8.0 making & film on Angker - a most entertaining person -

- perhaps you have seen some of his films on Jepan which were shown over

CBC at matim. 1 went with his crew down. to Rolleie almost
tuenty kilometres scuth of Angkor and the earlier city site before
Angkor dating from the beghmiag in of the 10th Century. Their
bif1dings vers in brick (except for the Belsory) and decorated in
cerved plasber, mich of which still remains surprisingly enough-
kipe_@ntly the juice from the sugar palm vas mixed with the lime
end send %o give it ie strength. Rolleie itself was in ruin

but was interesting for the monastery built through its towers
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and as at Balony = painted with crude but charming primitive
frescoes. Ouriously the monastic buildings were eall of
reinforced concrete - but looked like wood because none of the
columse= were straight = and the paintings of Bahmy? included
smongst the Buddhas in the clouds - aevoplanes, and amidst the story
of Buddha on one wall was a depiction of an aerisl bomber fight on
a small penel - understandable since they were done 20 years a £0
and the conflict of war must have seamed as significent as eny of the
events in Buddhas 1ife.
I leave this morning for Djekerta and Bell veturning

in a weeks time to Hong Kong end ‘thence to Tokie. I tried to
join the Wallace party into China but have had mo luck so far.
Also now I don't think I have emough momey %o do 80

I hope by now you have recelved my letiers.

S AR A



B'and unlik: e others is far beyond antcipations, It fs unique
among cultures, perhaps beceuse its myths are as vital todsy as ever
and are celebrated with a high desree of a»t that penetrates to all
levels of gepple and through every pexrfornance in their liveef One

has the impression in fact, thet everyihing is a celebration, pemformed
with ritual accompanied by an offering. 8iyle charpens the edce of
everything meking the whole of the island sxistence as complete and
refined a culture as nus$ cxiet :xy vhere today. As yet the materialism
and ckepticism of the 20th century have not touched the isismd so that
the celebrations, the rituals, the davces have the intensity and the
importance that they had when the people were first driven from Jave in
the 15th century by the invading forces of Islam. In many primitive
cultures ritusl dances still retein their invocative potency, but I
don't imagine that anywhere sre they as elaborate nor representative

of such a high civilization as Beli. S0 one has a uniigue glimpse into
viat the great civilizations such as India end China of the 15th and 16th
centuries must have been like before their decline = exvept that Bali,
being & small and isolated island couldn perhaps have evolved a more
finished, though perhsps lers brillianty a culture than existed even
there. But I think that one's impression of beauty comes not from

any single thing, such as the topography of the island or the Physical
grace of the people = both of which are exceplionsl = but from the total
interdependence of every aspect of the culture. For example in the rice
harvest = the marvellous potterns of the rice padiies, cut out of the
steepest hill = (so that topographical beauty is not entirely that of
nature but as muich of the human use of nature) - the nursexy for the
young riee, carefully protected behind woven bamboo corralls - the
newly planted rive in flooded padiies like terraced lakes on the
hillsides - the growing rice, tall and vivid green, with bright green
snekes gliding through the upper stalks - the mature rice, goldemn and
being cut by the members of the village, moving in a column across

the paddye under broad straw hate - tieirg the riaa"in neat bundles
that are then carried like huge Biwardian hats by the women back to

the village. Bamboo staffs planted in ihe fieldsw holding white
perments, & wind rotating noise mekers to scare off %he birds
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esd throughout the felds sre small thatched shelters for the
harvesters to redirs from the sun and ruiimentary temples with
two or three shrines o the trimurti of Hindoo Gods - and

alvays fresh offerings and food colorfully arremged on a palm
leaf and heavily scented flowers. The rice fields, mmmuy
patiemmed, so complete in all the arrangements for growing,
harvesting, resting and wershipping - are like the most sivilized
places on earth, At the end of the day = the veturn in procession =
the vomen erect and graceful with their hesddrecses of freshly
harvested riece - the men with the sheaves carried across poles
or beating the three promged hoes in rythmm. Imto the village
where every house is a carefully welled compound in which the
various rooms of the household are seperste pevilions on raised
platforme dominated by the barrel chaped woof of the gromasy
pevilion and set off by the mumy wmall pavilions or shrines of
exquisite proportions for the family and villags sode. Often 63
mm&éﬂ'WMW%tMeMmtmuaﬁmwm
tyreshing the rice or pounding it inte flour = the long pestles
flying vp in the air and down in elternating rythm, Sciddeoensh
Oubside each doorwey is @ long fibre decorated bumboo pole |
comenorating & birth, & birthdsy or & villsge festival~ often two
: p@im"aﬁumdhcftﬁsmmmtwamm-m
with s tiny model of a house in palm fibre with a long led der
up to it. ind outside the doors in the evening sve the offerings.
The most be-atiful sight in the evening or late aftermcon is the
procession of wemen through the fields or lames of the village
carcying offerings to the temples. There are cavefully arvanged
mposd tlone of food and ‘lowers, piled on aﬂwwwm
often to the height of thres feet and carcied on their heads, to
o blessed in the Temple wdl retwrmed later to the household to
be consumed. The Temple, as the house, is & walled courtysrd,
oontaining meny pavilions, shrines end slters, buiwthe walls

are of fine red brick or stone with intricate carvings eround the
gates and at the cormers, The outer wall to the firet court ie
entered through » gate that is wiquely Balinese « & nost
impresuive srchitectursl device - o gate without & lintel, Tvo
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heavily carved tall pillars stand at either side of the entrance -
approached by a steep flight of steps, they are like a pair of.
flamboyent wings 1ifted ageinst the sky. .Across the first court, which
often contains.......... . another gate spproached bymx steep stais
but this time with a lintel snd a pair of carved wooden doors which

are open only during the festival of the Temple. One normally enters
through a. small gate to.the right of this, into the Temple courtyard, To
ihe left as one enters are the wooden pavilions where the offerings

are preparsd or where the priests sit. On the right are cther
pevilions. = often ome which contains the elaborate masked figures

11
black thatch ~xxpg tier high for Brahma, three for Vishna, 7 for Shiva,

5 for other Cods, 3 for local dieties etc.. Outside of these are tall
bammered poles = white for Shive, black for Vishne and stripes of white
ard black for Brahms - and pairs of silk parosols with embroidered
fringes. As we 1 as the elsborately carved stones altar for the Sun God,
the high throne of the forecaster, the altar for offerings and many
single roofed shrines. The whole has the

effect of great decorativeness, y el pleasing scale, besutiiul proportions -
delicacy end grace in the parvosols and bemmers and when the women enter
in single file with their tall headdresses of offerings snd proceed
through the ritusl of prayer, the tossing of flowers and the receiving
of the holy water from the priest - it is an exceedingly beautiful
geremony. bach village, no matter how small, has a public space near
its centre opgning into the main road. This too, as with the house

and the Temple is & series. of opan pavilions well off the ground - a

iwo or three storied pagoda, which is the bell tower, hung with
elongated wooden gongs and serves also for judgnents, and $wo more
pevilions. One for assembly of discussion of the femily heads and

one for the cock fight and smaller ones to serve for temporarily store
gooés - or part of the market complex, or for visitors to rest or stay
while in the village. The remarkable thing is the impression of

order, fef,...cqmplatmsa, of care and careful craftsmanship that
characterizes all ofsthese complexes Nowhere, and thie is perhaps

e now precarious virtue of Bali, is the open wound of the 20th Century

in evidence . lone of the ugly beked enamel colors of advertising are
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there to disfigure the harmony of the soft earth tones of thervilla‘ge,
with the quiet tones of the batik and the occasional brillience of
jewelry, flowers, fruit or the dyed rice ecskes of the offerings.
Another deily ritual of great beauly to the westerner is the daily
bath., Betw een four and five o'clock every evering there is a
procession of the men and women of the village to the pools, rivers or
springs of the neighborhood. Bali's soft soil is deeply eroded

by streams shadowed by lush ferms, and often ome can hear the singing
end laughter and splashing emerging from within the hidden recesses
of an impossibly precipitous gorge. More often you come upon whole
perties of bathers - women and girle in one ares and men and boys in
another, As your car rounds a corner, and unless you stop and show

& camera, there is no effort to conceal their mudity. Once & party of
us = three men - stopped at the only beach we had seen in a long days
Jjourney, only to find an older man and & young husbond and wife
already bathing, It seamed only reasonable and eou.rtosy to them to,
as modestly as possible, for they are shy and modest- to plunge into
the sea in the nude ourselves, much $o the enjoyment of the otlers,
But the ritual that is beantiful beyond belief, is the dance, and this
is the highest exrt of Bali., The dance is of course, Hindu in origin,
and like that of Thailend, Cambodia end Java, consists of posturing
end gestures that describe incidents from the Mkgk Hindu epics or
have to do with the sowing and harvesting of rice etc. Iy impressioms,
having only seen a little, is that it is not as rigzid in movement

and more spirited than the others « for the dancers are never
absolutely still - although there are long passages when no cheange

of gesture is obvious. The eyes are moving, or the fingefs slightly
vibrating as from delicate but intense nervousfenergy. The movement
of the lMmnd is almost the whole dance and in their movement they
almost become disembodied like pairs of insects or small mating birds
of extraordinary grace and swiftness. The music is the most thrilling
thing of all. I can truthfully say that I have seldom heard such
beautiful musie - from strong slmost brutal sounds to the most delicate
sounds imagineable, full of the sounds of the forest almost

entirely with per cussion instruments, drums, gongs, bells and
Xyloprones, The musie, as the dancing renges from strong definition
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to slzost impereeptible movement.
WMM&;MW&MW&MM ‘

Grive, by car egnin, back o the villege of Bera for the Hetohak |

or Monkey Uence. mmmeMMme

armxammgmmmsmam the Barung Legong

mumuammmmwmumuu

wu*%MMM:*MQMMMuhmmma

night is Bell., The morkey danoe ves in progress in o raised pavilion

in the village centre, ;mmmmummm«nnm

umzmmmwmmmmam

eil, mmmmummmwmm

beak or relsing up to oveate the moods of the sevpmmb, the varriovs,

mm&a Tenrdon®  sesees. the Ranpoans, The sounds they mede ranged |

from Jungke noises, vhispers, shountay yells, rythmms to full throated _@

m,ﬁwmmmmmﬁwmwamtmam

of batile - ths sounds of the fovest and the beckswvound for the lamewid

mngazmmmﬂanmmufmm. Theatwe in ite

nost moving form, Leter thet evening e legomg damee nt the hotel, A

Bost brilliany geelon of great sensuousness end richmers of sound wnd

Wmuwmﬂnmmnmw;mmmwm

ageinst the slow novement of mms and body, e sudden quick movement of

%ye ox hesd or flick of the finger, on extracrdinary effset in the silence

mmuk@wm‘“‘ﬂhmtmqﬂ&ndm“m%u%ﬁﬂum

posailie only Yo the humen vhen slive in body ae enimels.
mmmmmmmmmwmmnm

moxning outalde the Temple of the village (7)  The Bareng iv & benst

,wmmuumwmwwMMWommm

represents the good spirit, The dance relstes sn imcidend from the

mmw.mm»muauwﬁmwmm

and moniteys. Basically tells of the triumph of good over evil. The

dancers all emerge from the doors of the Tenple end danee down the steps

to the ground below, :tmamwmwmmfmw

the Barong snd the triusph of the monkey represented by the nen of the

village in mook battle. Uponrthe triwgh of the Beromg theve is rather s

mmmm&mmmazmﬁm. mmﬂyinatmg

rugh out from the Yanpls anl ettonpt to plunge the iomg dagoers or Kusts
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into their chests but under the influence of the good spirit,
draw no blood. They stagger, twirl, fell to the ground ~ blood
pouring from the mouth of one - as the dust engulfs them and
the priest and the women of the village toss flowers and holy
water into the melee and the Barong reaches en unprecedénded
ghrillness,

Voot of my four odd days in Bali were spent in driving
to various parte of the islend, Although we arrived at 2 o'clock in the
morming, I was wp early to drive through the villages to Aked in the
morning, Mar is the centre of the woodcarving end Abud of the
painting, Both of which is a misdirection of talent. Who could
seriously develop easel painting in a culture whose architecture
has almost no walls and yet they sell es fremed pintings. This
iz of course typical of the destruction wrought by the tourist
trade and the woodcarvings are mimilar, Bxquisiie elsboration
of deteil ~ meticulous refinement of line are the immate sccomplishments
of the Balinese, but fron this seulpture suffers in plasticity
and phinting in content, Both are highly decorative and better
placed as an eew——ees to architecture, wall or ceiling paintings,
tapastries, corved doors and prints etec. In the afternoon I drove
with en Indien who excleimed how much more exotic Bali was than
India - t0 & small village insmé the nidst of a temple festivale
Besides the market aligning the approach to the temple, most of
the people were under the great roofrsheltering the cock= fight,
The cocke ars equip ed with 3" razor sharp lences teped to one leg -
therefore the fight is bloody and brief. Bets are high and there
is a great deal of comuotion before the fight starts < when underway,
there is complete concentration, Time is kept by water ruming
from & cocomnut and noted by a gong. The cocks fly at one
another, foﬁ‘kh&s scattering - if there is a dispute at the end
of the time, both cocks are placed under a cage until one is
defeated, The lance seems to make the fight a matter of chance, but
at the moment there is one champion who has defeated over a lhundred
other cocks. One sees the villagers constently comparing birds,
squatliing in the compound = and everywhere along the roadways
ave baskets with the birds in them, placed mext to the road so that
they will become accustomed to traffic and geople. That afternocon
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we went ac far as the sacred forest - a forest of tall straight

trees - the only one of its kind in Beld, and completely inhabited by
Monkeys who followed us grabbing at our hand.s to see if we had peamuts,
After supper at the Sagara Beach Hotel, I went to & small village
where the young ehildren were prepmuingx performing a Jaguar dance -
but we had to wait so long for it to start that wé only stayed for
part of it ~ downed 2 glass of Bhrum - 2 fermented rice drink, end
started back, On the way the driver spotted a Sagja dence in the
forest. This was & popular dance where a fancilly dressed women -
obviously a courtesen - comes down from the Temple to seduce the male
company. Anyome touched by her has to dance with her, She ties s
scar{ around him and Je must stemp and gesture as she does - never touching
but still capable of much sport = until in defeai he unties the sears
and allows some other man to be beguiled in turn, The second day was

~ entirely spent in the company of & rather agitated american and s

Swiss « driving along the coast to some old 16th century 3pes of
different Rajas. They were both exiravagant and also reflected the
awiul vi ctoriem of monarche everywhere at that time and since, The
third day was a breathteking drive « up first to an old monastery and
royal buriel ground cut mtomakaatthebottomafaatup terraced
chasm hung with waterfalls and ferns. Here and at encther spring
nearby, people bathed under the falls or the lions head gpigaté of

the basins - then through mervellous country climbing nearly 6000 *
to the rim of an immense crater containing a lake inside and another

voleano about thre~ thousand .fee‘b in height. It was very cold and
clouds swept around us giving only glimpses of the crater, The people
in contrast to the reat of Bali locked poor, ragged and the homes as
dismel as a coalmining .......... 86t in the black lava, On the
descent we slopped at Bangli, one of the most impressive of the Temples
becauss of its setting beneath steep hills, and its long flights of
steps flanked by lions, extending through meny gates. 'That night I
stopped at Arbud ~ & small rather precious hotel = the owner, the
brother of the Sjikorda .... Agung or mincr Raja of the area, The
rooms were ranged sround a courtyard = (it had been a house) in which a
reised pavilion - well made and heauti fully carved was the dining

room. end the waiters leave their shoes at the hoitom of the steps

to serve you and the food, entirely Balinese was quite delicious,
In the courtyard was another little pavilion where we could sit and
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write letters, and vhere I started this one, and the raised open
livingn room of the Djohorda. I'n the courtyard was a huge cage of birds
vho male their daily devotions at dawn - but not the ususl caged bird
that each household hauls to the top of a pole in the daytime and
lowers at night. That evening I took a lomg walk through the moon=-
shadowed streets, across & bridge with a torrent far below and the
tiered roofs of a temple in the gorge - past the village temples, much
more impressive in the moonlight - the sounds of a gamelen coming closer,
I turned up a side street near the hotel and found them rehearsing a
Legong dance, The littke girls were exquisitely graceful with their
insect hands flutiering in torchlight 2nd the marvellous final cadences
of the Legong loud and vigorous. Port of the charm of Uhbad is that,
like nearly all the island but Despasser, there is no edectricity. The
last day I walked through the most beautiful part of the land - the rice
fields around Abud - coming upon forests of monkeys, small temples
hidder in the thick growth of the gorges - the people harvesting the
rice and making comic vhen I tried to photograph them. A short visit
to a Spanish Americen called Planco, married to a very beautiful and
femous Balinese dancer - hut far too sophisticated. He lives on & hill-
top (as no Balinese would do) and hss gone native in a most comfortable
waye. In the evening tax a visit fo the Palace of the Agunj across from my
hotel and had an erusing conversation sbout the effects of Americanization
on his people. A suit of western clothes is what they cherish most of
811" he said "then after that the parsphernalia that has no end - the
chewing gum, the transistor radio, the motor cycle"= and soon Bali
will be ripped spart by the iconoclastic pwswik youth seeking the thrills
of the to them, unknewn - and then there will be nowhere else on this
earth for us to find the peace of the unknown. Will
continue thils letter %o Gordon, although it is the least interesting
part of 4t. I haven't reelly time to write enyone a decent latter -
only to record as much as T can, however sloppily, for future reference.
Belive me - it is & chore. The hottest weather I experienced was in
Japen before I left and nowmgein that I am back. No luck on China ~
There seems to be something drastically wrong - all tours wers cancelled

no one is allowed in.

HR R PR T Fer oW BN B2



T

Sy O

ey N——" — B _—

write letters, mmzmmsm.ﬂ'Wm
1iving: oom of the Djchomds. 'n he courtyord was o huge cage of dirds
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lomers ot might. That everdng I took a lomg vall: thwough the moone
WMWQM'I@VL%QW&WM&
ttered zoofs of o teaple dn the gumse = pest fhe villege Samples, mch
nore inpressive in the moonlight ~ the sounds of & gamelon coming closar,
I el wp & side street near the hotel end found them rehearaing &
Legmg demoee The 1itire sirls were emguicitely greceful with their
inaset hinds flutiewing in toroblight end the mervellous final cadences
of the 'egong loud end vigorous. Pt of the cham of Uhded is thet,
like pearly all the island but Despmsser, thers is no edeotricity. The
last day I walkol thwrough the most besutiful part of the land < the rice
fields aroard Atnd - coming upon forests of monkeye, smell temples
hidien in the thick growth of the gorpes -« the people hayvesting the
rice end making comie when I tried o photogrerh them, A short vieit
to & Spandch Americem celled ©lanco, morried to & very besutifad and
feoous Dalinese danger - bub far ton sophisticnted. le lives on o hille
top (20 no Baliress would 4¢) and has gone rative in & moot comforteble

waye in the evening tex a vialt to the Palace of the Agun} acvoss fron my

un s paoplos & il of weateen olothes 1) vict they cherich nost of
all’ he sedd "ithen after that the parepbermelis that has no end = the
chewing gmm, the transiatcr radfo, the moter cycle and soon Bali

will be wippad epart by the jconoclastic mekk youth secking the thrills

of the to ihem, winown = end then theve will be nowheve else on e
corth for us to £ind the pesoe of the uwimown, W11
ocomtirue this letter % Gosdcn, although it i tho leest interesting
part of 4%, I baven't really time to write snyone s decemt lotter =
wrdy to record as much as ¥ can, however aleppily, for future reference.
Belive me - 1% 18 & chome, The hottest vesther I experienced wns in
Jnpen before I left and now agadn that T sn deck. No ludk en Obins -
Thare sewss to be something drastically wrong -~ all tours vere concellel
no one 18 allowed in. | . »
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1. Migajima, Japan, Aug. 23rd/61

This will probably be the last, or next to the last letter on
Japan since there is not much time left and that will be occupied
in Kyota and Tokio, picking up loose strings and seeing some of the
modern work, I have been doingn quite & bit of travelling since my
return to Japen which, in this weather, is not comfortable and not
condusive to letter writing, The dampness is enervating and uncomfortable
and by the end of the day I am ready for nothing more exciting then bed,
I got your letter regarding Dal Grsuer = which wes s great shook, I will
try to write Sherry and Shirley and I nmst write Mre, Griffith and B.C.
Binning. By ceincidence I started talking to a stranger in the bath
tonight and he turned out to be the Bishop's secretary and the person
who translated Bert's letter torthe Bishop ebout me - so there wes
gleeful handshaking and bowing in the bath upon recognition and he
brought his wife and child up to my room later for terribly respectful
conversation. I have had only one letter since ny return from the
continent - vhatever you have written aweits me in Eyota where I spent
only o couple of days before going on., I am surprised that there is
nothing from the Massey medsls yet. It must have been misplaced
if you haven't received it by now. It could be at Geoff's or at Gordon's
and could be in an a R,A.I.C. envelope, a Wational Gallery or Messey
medals. DBut ﬁhe closing date is, I think Sept. 4th and the deecisions
were to’ be out by July 4th. I hope the $350.00 paid to Albert was for
part time work over several months and mot & monthly wage. He vas
only supposed to work for me steadily for one month after I left - the
month of May. Ifiyou want anything special in Japan you had better let :
me know inmediately = if it's expensive I will have to be sent the
money -~ for as usual I will just have mcmgh to make the plane - but
let me know wkst anyone wants.

Prom Tokio T went up to Nikko = but it was during the typhoon

that brought torrential rains to the Neigata area losing many lives -
8o Nikko, which needs sunlight, I think, to compliment its gerish colors,
locked a trifle too prmism in the rain., However it is a beautiful forest,
and it was cool after Tokyo. Nikke is the memscleum of the Tohugawn
Tegasu, the varlors who founded the shogunate which was to rule Japan
for about 250 years. It demonstrates well the power and the tastes
for display of power of the Tolmgewns. They inherited the tastes and
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skills of the late Momozama period, which was lwmurious and richly
colored with gold leef, the dominant color, but held from being
flamboyant by the delieacy of line and semsitivity of detail.
Nikko.carries the momozama splendour to a point of frenmetic intensity -
although it might be considiersd vulpar ac aghinet earlier styles, . -
it nowhere approaches vulparity in the Buropean sense of harsimess and
loudness, It would he overvhlmingly splemdid if it were not confined
to such & small area - but all the variocus colors and variety of
patterns that the Japenese com ususlly bring together so skillfully
are here too much to take in at once., I7 the quiet gravel courts were
wider and 1f the beclkground of huge cedars could be more extensive,
the brilliant slashes of color would, as the kimens does tc the
Jepamese house, have exhilarating vitality - which one so often misszes
in Jupan., Exanined seperately, the buildings sre uwnbelievably
besutiful « if rarity of materiale, perfection of firish, =nd sensitivity
of proportions can slone be criterions of beauty, The mein shrine is all
of black laceuer - floors, posts, colmmns, everything embossed with
gold or with gold fittinge. This sits in a sravel court surrounded by
an elaborately frefted multicolored and strenge gate of natural wood
and white chalk finish - =nd *his ir o court surrounded by hallecies of x
~ red lacquer.. You must imagine tha lumury of walling on floors of red
the second court are smell pevilioms - of red or black iacquer - for
the dance cr for the festival palanquine, ete., and this court is
in Japen end certainly the most evplosivsly decoveted. This main part
Gaade o & Hione PLATEENE againiat the nosstainelds, Wheat $0¢ sbove
another platform containing belfry, druatowm and librery (recently
burnt) and this 20' abeve enother platfomm containing stables, well
and treasure houses and this too, spproached by a steep flight of steps.
High above all this, approsched by some 200 steps is the tomb of
Iegasu oevv..... deified &s the "East Illuminating Incarnation of
Bodhi sathn,"

On the second Jay of my visit some friends arrived from
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Tokyos and all of us proceedsd that evening to & dance festival put on
by a local power commany sround a pool of fountaina and floating
pevilions all 1it by neon and flood-lights. About five hundred people
danced in concentrie rings to drums sounied from a tower irn the pool's
centre, Everyone, including ourselves, were in special yukata -:we wore
tangen or short coats as well because of the cold and carried the oiled
peper umbrellas provided by the hotel. Before we left it was raining
heavily which oriy spurred the demcears om, their yukates clinging wetly
to their bodies and mud spattering their legs,

Frem Nikko I went to Nagano and Gifu ( which I deseribed in
a letter to Gordon) and back to Kyota cuffocating in the sumnmer heat
but enchanting ik the evenings with people in summer kimonas celebvrating
on decks over Ghe Kamo river - the strings of pper lanterns reflected
on the river below = and mixed sounds of singing, of semisen or of
Koto and lsughter coming across to the opposite shore. On the night
of the Daibon, I went with friends to the opening of the new Kyota
International Hotel. It was amsing to see the Maiko and the Geisha
in magnificent costumes and ugly vhite mekeup, in such mumbers, and
the food was very good and the tablesn lavishly decorated with flowers
and dripping cervings of iee. Our party were mostly imericans and
Dutch sosking up Martinis, As people began retiring to the roof
for the bon-{ires = they took the focd, carefully wrapped for them,
and the flowers from the centre table, I had briefly talked to &
young Japanese at a table where I had been trying out the jellied Tye
and went on to another iable to teke a few flowers for my hosts. A
few minutes after I hed banteringll bowed my few flowers into my
hosteas? M&s, the young Jepenese come up with a huge bunch of
Tlowers, bowed the flowers onto me with a "present shimasu" (I make) .
Later I saw hinm leaving with three rere snd well chosen flowers = and
saw my indiscrininately chosen bunch as the Japanese idea of western
tastes.

¥rom Xyota I spent three deys in Koyosan =~ a mountain of temples

north of Asaka, These resembled very much the Temples of Deitshuji
end Myoshinji in Kyota, with some fine gardens - one in particular -
one of the best hillside gardens I have seen, and some interesting
sbruptly modern ones, The most heunting part of the complex is the
graveyard at the end of the town, onercf the most illustrious in Japan,
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Hidegoshi have their tombs. The tombe line an avenue that runs from
the first bridge about a mile to the meuscleum where Kobo Daishi,
the great exponen# of Shingon Buddhiem supprosedly awsits his seccnd
coming. The tombs are moss covered stone stupes renging from a few
feet to some 30' in hedght « scattered amongst huge cedars znd the
cambination of these old tmees dwarfing the moss covered stonss ~ the
rays of surlight entering from very high and the irregular stone road
climbing o the meusoleum creates the aimosphere one anticipates but
seldom finds in Japem.

When I needed guides my technique has been to find them in
the village ber the night before, I had so meny volunteers in
Kozosen, I hed difficulty keeping them seperated= mostly students or
teachers anxious to spesk some english., I had reserved a room in 8
Tenple (which are 311 hotels ir Komosan) esrlier, but didn't until the
next dsy realize that there were two temples with slmost the same name,
Saineljl and Saizenji, which counds alike to a foreigimer. Iowever I
had instructed the texi to take me %o Safdeiji which was the nake
the travel burean gave me. Bul it wesn't until the following day
when we were viewing one of the more modern gardens from a very pleasang
corner Poom thet s out over the garden =and the priest thet brought
in cakes and tea mentioned that this room had been held in spite of
meny requests for a forsigner vho never arrived, that I realized ay
nistalke,

¥y present excursion has bean %o Mmiji, the castle cf which
is probably cne of the rost besutiful buildings in Japan, for western
tastes and by accident of site ralhicr ilan plam « although now the main
- part is being repeired under scaffolding, so its effect ean only be
imagined, However, the town itself is rather squalid, coupled with
the fact that my hotel was in the heart of the red light distriet and
not vexry pleesant. In Ohagama there wes a marvellous park which had
been 1aid out by ar 18th century Daimyo =nd kept in immaculate
condition. LA tea house and a lerge shinden style building that were
newly built in the tralitional etyle, wers the best exsmples I héve seen

of such buildirg in Japemn. Across the inland sea to Tahmateu where
there is one of the beast of the modern buildings - a eity hall by Kenjo
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Tange and from there by train to Matsuyama through some of the most
beantiful countryside in my experience of Japan. Al Maisuyaga, there is
another but smaller castle built in an iselated biuff in the heari

of the city. It was. e pleasent town backing vwp against very green
mounteins, My Imnn was in s delightful little Spa in these hills

where szain one could enjoy the evening stroll in yukata and scek in

the hot mineral baths.

. From there moross the Seto nai kal egain to Hiroshima and
Miznjime. Miznjima seems. to be. the most beauliful of all the very
lovely islends of the inland au. It is a holy island with uniouched
forest ard the Itsukushima Shrime in a bay scross from the mainland, -
T have beesn here & souple of days = enjoying the beaches - the glorious
pine and cedar forestes and of course, the Shrine. Altogether it is
on ¢ of the most atiractive places in Japan in spite of the souvenir
shope and hotels that accompany every shrine, ly Inu ig an old one on
a Tushing stream with trees fulli of crickets and birds end glgantc
butteriiies, The food is delicious -~ since it comes directly from the
ger to the plate, Many kinds of fish and of course clams, crsb, huge
prowng and the fruil now consists of white and pink peachss ~ unblemished
as all fruit is because it is wrepped in peper on the trecs - end as
large as our largest apples, apples and pears of quite different flaver
tham ours - and & special fruit, helf apple and bhalf pear that is as
Juicy as & watermelon, fige and mervelious grapes. The island with its
very.steep sides, riclmess of vegetation, cxrysitalline sea and yellow
serrated cliffs is very much of the Souih Pacific in eppearance.

_The Shrine, at night at high tide, or the sarly morning.
is beautiful because of its setiing., The vhole complex of buildings
seem to sit on & series of lagoons whenn the tide is in beceuse it is
on stilbs on the offshore and the high tide all but isclates it from
the shore. 1i is particularly effective at ebb tide when the still
water reflects the red posis, widten walls and the superb black roofs
oi theteh that ere like gigantic birds spreading their wings to alight.
As in most shrines, the building itself is undistinguished bat fur
the roofs and built on shore would be of no specizl account, The sea
gives it its special megic end the great Temi out in the ey, by the
fact thet it becomes the hud for all the swrrounding mounteins, atteins
& special significance.
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