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Prineipal's Specinl survey Cormittes

This report should contain & careful history of the Colleze durine

decede and this history may be conveniently set down under the following he

. 19 Changes in the numbers snd type of students duving the last ton v

Requirements for ndmission.

de Lhanpges in the sta

IT; a comparison between 1920-21 and 1930-31.,

Je The recongtruetion of the new building and its consequences. Wy

more gpaege 18 teeded now, hy morning hours are preferable for lectures on adecount of

eonfliets with laborstories in the afternoon and for gther Teasons.

4e Relations between this Faculty and other Faculties and Colleges in the

University, ineluding the Hoyal Vietoris Collése, apeclally the preliminary training

of students intending to proeoed into the ﬁrofessianui

the College. The need of Turther Suppost to carry on this vork successfully ia the

Faeulties nnd ite effect upon

interesis of the whole University.

O¢.  The correlation snd Sequence of ftudies} continustion sa fringe
subjeets; honour courses.

G,  Pinences; eomparisen of the approximate per capite per annum costs to

University consolidated funds in this snd other Tanculties,

This history carefully written out would then, I suggest, form a proper

basis for sny other matters of poliey whieh the members of the commuitiee may wish to

report upon, sueh for example, as sdlaries, promotions, library fameilities, exhibitions,

scholarships, ete, The University is slso yvory mieh in need 6% the present time of a

pubkieettomfond-und-q Universit
1’:,&,1,3 5 B BT

¥ magazine.

o 3 Moy, that the cormittoee mey be prepared to return to work early next weeks

B A0 A Aol s 50 N s i

s
L $n

A Ira A. Mackay
I csac ot il s i

Nruary 20, 1931, Dean, Faeulty of Arts snd Science.
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McGILL UNIVERSITY
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL SURVEY COMUITTEE, 1930-31

This Cormittee appointed by the Principesl included the following
embers:- Dr. F.M.Ge Johnson, Chairman of the Depsrtment of Chemistry and Dean of

cience; Dr. Cyrus Macmillan, Chairman of the Depsrtment of English; Dr. W.D.

L
w)
]
o
=
'—f
3
o)
=]
c+.
(@)
=5

Woodhead, Chairman of the Department of Classies; Professor F. Clarke, Chairman of
the Department of Educe ion; Professor W.T. Waugh, Chairman of the Department of
-~

History; Dr. David Keys of the Depertment of Physies. Professor Carleton We.

Stanley of the Department of Classics attended e

n

Principal's personal repre-

csentative, and the Dean of the

J

iculty acted as Chairman of the Committee.

bx

The Committee held its first meeting on Jamuery 12th, 1931, but was
not able, on account of unforeseen circumstances, to meet again during the months
of Jamery and Februery. During the months of March and April meetings have been
held and the Committee now wishes to submit the results of its deliberations.

Statistics are of little velue in times of uncertainty and leest of
211 in educational problems. Numbers really mean nothing in University education.
As a rule the members of a University engaged in teaching or reseerch prefer smell
or moderate numbers. Overcrowded classrooms, laboratories snd libreries are
usually un?f0f1t9b16 both to the University and to the community. Figures, too,

s

may often De grossly misleading. No valid conclusions, for example, can be

drawn
from the number of students and the number of instructors in the several deperi-
ments, that any one subject is of any greater value than any other subject.

Educational values can never be measured by numbers. For the sdministration of

Univers 1tv however, which has to pTOVide ways and means and :'CTlltl,u, correct
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Registration by i nts in Faculty of Ar
Third ¢ Years)
Il ( Thirx {ears)
- 2 a § ~ ~ — - -
Botany Chemistry Classics Economics XEd Fn, sh Geology ebrew
3 Log ebre
1922 1 60 - “.m:‘\,b . —
1922 21 69 105 30 52 19 o 0 34
LI W
o LrLrd Ly 4 » A [ =
1923 32 116 = 46 205 40 46 %48 N AO o 2
- 1 4L D& .
- Z O Xz ®Y a0 2
1924 5E 93 - ol 226 45 328 0 43 a Az o
d | [ b
£ Lrd
= [ 3 . =2 o i
1925 276 164 - 03 254 31 418 Bl 68 50 29
v v
- 2 z e & I U +
1926 95 231 ~ 73 368 30 346 55 62 o040 60 47"
RN b ol -
1927 134 283 - 73 398 42 417 79 a z
des! & f -t SO . & = 1 [ (9 03 q/l(‘r‘.:\ ’:'"1 ;_')o,
= = otz Z0 15 = ~
193 245 - 83 326 45 375 80 79 z10 a0 26
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a lMedical Courses in Arts.

b Latin 2 or Greek 3 or 4 compulsory.

[N

sn

Q
k=

Engl

A

compulsorye.

2

d Separation of French and German Departments.

~,

e 1927-28 Applied Science stude

f Double course Medical students took Hebrew to make up
subject.
g German 3 a second year subject in 1930-31.

h Second Year st

No Commerce students are included in these figures.,
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1930
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in the Feculty of Arts and Science. This change will be dealt with more fully
. later on in this report. The general drop in numbers between the years 1927

and 1928 was prob: caused by distinet overcrowding 'in the freshmen year during

-

r &% ~ Vs y T U o £ b ~ a2 . 1 2
27 the consequent larger number of students who failed in their

the year 19¢
examinations at the end of the term and this overcrowding was at least in part the

result of a change in the Faculty of Applied Science which required about 80 students

A

to attend the first year in Arts before being admitted to that Faculty. Indeed

this overcrowding of the first year by so many

students who do not or cannot pro-

1

ceed to higher years has become one of the most pronounced difficulties in the

work of the Faculty in recent years.

Changes in the Staff since 1921-22

The following table of figures shows the increase in the number of

jnstructors during this period:-
(For Table see Page 8.)

No comment on these figures is really necessary., It may be pointed out, however,
that the Departments of History and Classics and the joint Departments of Philosophy
and Psychology have been notably strengthened during the last ten years, and that
the Depsrtments of Mathematics end English Literature, both basic departments, need
further additions to their staff in the early future. These, however, are matters
of sdministrative detail and need not, therefore, be elaborated in this report. It
should always be kept in mind, however, that each department is sovereign in its own
subject and ought, therefore, to be master of its own methods and the best judge
of its own needs. There is no common measure of worth by which any individual or
committee can estimate the relative importance or value of all the different depart-
ments of study in a college of Liberal Arts and Science. Friendly and helpful
cooperation is the only practical principle to apply to these problems. Everything
depends upon the training, experience and personal influence of the different pro-

fessors and instructors engaged in the work of teaching and research. It really




Department
el e S Y

Botany

Chemistry

Classics

& Pol. Sci.

French
Gexrman
Geology
History
Mathemati

Oriental Languages

Philosophy

Sociology

Zoology

Total

* The staff in Physics, Chemistry and Geology also do all the work

subjects in the Faculty of Engineering.




1little in what department of study a student ct 8 to carry on his
work so the work be well done. Indeed, it is probable that the division of
education into subjects and departments is very much over done in meny of our
stitutions of learning. There is really no arbitrary division of education
either in the mind of the student or in the mind of the professor
departments agree of their own volition to correlate their work care-
student must suffer.

Some Recent Changes in the Faculty

Three significant changes in the composition of the Faculty have been
made recently, nemely, the founding of two new departments, the Department of
Education and the Department of Chinese Studies, and the division of the Faculty
into two sections or groups, an Arts division and a Science division.

The Department of Education was opened at the appointment of Professor
¥. Clarke in the autumn of 1929. The importance of this department must not be
overlooked. Relations between the schools and the University will be largely

determined in the future by the work of this Department of Education. The

prineipal aim of the Department of Education is to interest and train a few pro-

mising graduates each year who may become candidates for positions in the secondary

schools of the Province. If even one helf of the teachers in pivotal positions in
the high schools were specially qualified graduates of this University, all pro-
blems mutually affecting the school and the University would solve themselves.

As old problems are solved new problems will doubtless arise, but all progress in

Education, as in everything else, is always problematical. The work of the

University Department of Education, however, does not end with the training of

teachers. also necessary to interest the University and the whole community

in the importance of educetion. A locel trustee, for example, who is a graduate

of the University ond soundly interested in education may be of more velue than

the local headmaster. extended report on this department, contributed by
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Cle Economics, English, I n, Hi lathematics, Hebrew,
Philosophy, zy and Sociology. new departments of I tion and

se Studies sre supported by funds of their own and need not, therefore, be
ineluded in estimates. Some preliminary observations, however, are neces-
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It is essumed, as is usual in University accounting, that lands,
" 2 ¥ ~Tarnt+ - “ratrd Ao FAar huo : 4 - A — \ "
buildings and plent are provided Ior by University endowments. Only & small sum,

for overhead administrat

|

costs for overhead accessory to the Arts Group are not large. All records of

Dw@ U/{Lh’
resistration and attendance and all equipment and are ordered through the
reg %

A R R A S O P s, : s . '
A careful Secretary-Treasurer to collect and deposit the

Dean's of

resular fees payable by studen nd to purchase the small amount of necessary
supplies and ecuipment would make this group practically self-contained.

No account is also taken in these estimates of Athletics and
al Education as these activities have resources of their own and the 1300
students attending the College pay $17.00 per dnnum or a total of about $21,000
for the maintenance of student activities which are not entered in these figures.
The Library problem is a more difficult one. It is, however, pointed out, here-
after in this report that there are only 120 seats in the Library available for
the 1300 students in the College and the use made of the Library by the students
ig, therefore, regrettably small. The Redpath Library is really a publie library
maintained by the University and, therefore, like all other libraries of this kind
should be free or wholly provided for by endowments which do not bear interest.
It may be noted, too, finally, that no account is entered in these expenses
resulting from part-time work in the afternoons and evenings, for extra-murasl work,

and for public uses made of the College premises, all of which add largely to the

costs of caretaking, heat, light and general administration. With these obser-

vations, therefore, the following figures are submitted as a fair emtimate of the
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REPORT ON THE BOARD OF STUDENT ADVISERS

Mareh 31, 1931.

The work of this board is divided into two parts:-

(1) The registration and advising of first year students on the
days of registration.

(2) The advising of students during the session.

The first of these appears to be performed in a highly
satisfactory and useful manner; but the seeond, although serving
a useful purpose, is only partly sueecessful, and is subjeet to
diffieulties and to eritieism.

With reference to (1):The Registration.

A small registration ecommittee advises each student
in turn and direets his, or her, registration, after an interview,
and an inspection of the information on his, or her, application
form. Each student is assigned at this time to an adviser for the
gsession, on whom he, or she, is advised to call from time to time,
and particeularly when in any diffieculty in regard to progress or
plans.

The registration work (under the immediate charge of
Professor R. R. Thompson) appears to have reached a high state of
efficieney, after many years of suceessive ehanges and improvements.
At present it meets the full approval of the Dean, the Registrar,
and, (as far as can be aseertained) the students. The suceess of
the seheme is mainly due (1) to the standardization and simplifieat-
ion of the numerous details of registration procedurej (2) to the
present provision of adequate elerieal and stenographie assistance;
(%) to the aetive support and approval of the Registrar, and (4) to
the experieneed serviees of the registratiom sub-eommittee during a
rather gruelling period of four days.

With reference to (2):The advising of students during the session.

The majority of the staff has from six to tem students
allotted to each of them as advisegs. It is assumed that a
student should be led to regard his adviser as a friend who will
give him personal attention and adviee gladly, rather than as a
University offieial to whomhe is eompelled to give an aceount of
himself. This part of the work of the board has so far met with
only partial sueceess and eonsiderable failure. It is estimated,
however, that a suffieient number of students take advantage of,
and profit by, this seheme to justify its continuation even in its
present form; but some members of the board gquestion its utility,
or find that comsultations are rare. Others take an active
interest in their advisees, and a few see them once a month or more.

An adviser may be unable to meet his advisees often, for




many reasons other than that of laeck of interest in sueh duties.
His time-table, his distant residenee, his laboratory work, his
book, his laek of eontaet with any first year elasses, one or

all, eonstitute obstaeles to any attmept to make these "advising”
dubies really servieeable. It appears that it is possible and
eonvenient for omly a few to establish with their advisees, frequent
and friendly eontacts of a soeial charaeter.

Reecommendation for Improvement in Aévisﬁxé Board.

In January, 1926, the following recommendation was made
to the Faeulty of Arts. It was approved in general prineiple
as a seheme worthy of eonsideration in the future, but it was de-
eided at the time by a narrow margin of votes, to postpone any
formal aetion in the matter. The experienee of the last few years,
and a eomparison with universities where sueh sehemes are in foree,
suggest that further attention should be esalled to this recommendat -
ion whieh is quoted,in part, below. \

Extraet from Report to Faeulty, on January 8, 1926.

It is suggested that a smaller Board of about twelve be
appointed Lo take eharge of the advising of first year
students.

These advisers would be expeeted to advise between thirty
and forty students eaeh, and to keep in relatively aetive toueh
with them throughout the session. In return for the heavy work
entailed, and to insure the earryimg out of their responsibilities
in aeeord with a definite poliey, it is suggested that they be
appointed "Advising Tutors™, and be given a salary for their work
in this eonneetion. The extension of sueh a seheme to inelude
"Peaching Tutors™, as suggested by Dean MaeKay, should be made at
the earliest opportunity.

(Diseussion of this suggestion)
some

At present/me students reeeive no lectures from their own
advisers. It is eonsidered that a student will seek adviee most
readily from one with whom he has worked, and by whom some of his
aetual diffieulties have already been solved. There is also a
eonsiderable demand for coaching serviees from men whose standing
and eapaeity for doing sueh work are reecognized and approved by
the University. The eombination of the posts of Advising Tutor
and Teaehing Tutor (or eoaeh) might be effeeted in some cases, aml
in view of the separate revenue from eoaeching might easily lead to
very desirable positions for eertain instruetors.

In the ehoiee of "Advising Tutors™" it is essential that
the appointee should have (1) the neecessary available time, as
well as (2) a persomal interest in doing sueh work, (3) eompeteney
in advising, and (4) a eapaeity for exeiting the friemndly respeet
of the student for his opinion. It is unlikely, therefore,
under the existing seheme, and partieularly in the absenece of




"residential eollege™" life, that effieient advising and elose
relations between students and advisers throughout the session
ean be obtained in more than a limited number of eases. This
eondition eould hardly be improved by any seheme of regulations,
or by any form of pressure brought to bear on a Board eomstituted
like ours and eonsisting of a majority of the staff, some of whom
live at hand, while others reside in Montreal West or further,
some of whom are naturally interested in this type of wvsluable
work, while others desire to spemnd all their available time in
reading, writing or experimenting.

If, however, the Tutors are pieked earefully, if they
treat their work as a speeial task for whish they have a detailed
responsibility, and if they reeeive a return for what would un-
doubtedly be extra and speeial serviees of value, then the work
of advising throughout the sessiom would be, in our opinion, at
onee greatly improved anmd, further, the seheme would be ready as
soon as deormitopy-iife-can be established, to blossom into one
that would be eomparable with the tutorial arrangements of many
other universities.

Chairman of the Board of
Student Advisers.

Mareh 31, 1931.
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REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY.

This department is responsible for the instructiom
of students registered in three faculties; Engineering

(formerly Applied Science), Arts and Science (formerly Arts)

and that of Graduate Studies and Research. A small amount

of teaching is also done for students of the Department of

Pharmecy, the School for Graduate Nurses and the School for

Physical Education.

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING

The numbers of students taking Chemical Engineering

in each year for the past ten years is shown in Table I. The
greatest number (73) attended during the session 1920-2l.

This large mumber was a consequence of the war. After 1923-24
the numbers have been fairly uniform, average 19.

It has been felt for some time that the curr;oulum
for students in Chemical Engineering should be revised. To
that end a small committee of the department has given careful
consideration to this question and its recommendations are teo
be made shortly. Last spring the Principal agreed, with cer=-
tain reservations, to add to the staff Dr; J.B. Phillips, &
graduate in Chemical Engineering and a Ph;D. in Chenistry, now
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. | His appointment
will it is hoped take place in the fall;

The applications of engineeriﬁg to chemical pfoblems
have,we pelievo, not been adequately taught in the department in
the past. With the help of Dr. Phillips we thus hope to remedy
a serious defeot in the present teaching of Chemical Engineering.
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In the year 1932 and after Chemistry will be compulsory

for entrance to the Faculty of Engineering. This change will

greatly help in improving the curriculum, not only for students

in the faculty generally, but particularly for those intending
to take up Chemical Engineering as a profession.

FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE

In many universities the number of students taking
elementary chemistry is large. This is also the case at MeGill.
Sinee 1920-21 the number of such students has only twice been
less then 300. This session it is 436.

The number of students reading for an Honours Degree
in Chemistry has never been large. Since 1920-21 the}ninimum
has been 8 (1923-24) and the maximum 17 (this session). The
training offered by the curriculum for the Honours Degree is
probably the best preparation for students intending to pursue
post~graduate work in pure chemistiry, or for those intending to
follow chemistry as a profession. Students begin the required
courses in the second year. Sinee & high standing in the first
year exeminations is required for entrance, only those well
trained before entering MeGill, or possessed of abilily abovo
the average, are qualified to undertake thg required work. The

number of such students is therefore small.

PACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH
Dr. Meass has prepared the following report covering

the years 1920 ~ 1930.




REPORT ON THE GRADUATE SCHOOL IN CHEMISTRY
AT MCGILL COVERING THE YEARS 1920 to 1930.

This report is of a statistical nature and is designed
to give an idea of the mumber of students in the Graduate School
in Chemistry, the number receiving degrees, the positions held
after the receipt of degrees, and certain details such as the
number with Ph, D. degrees who remain in Canada. Besides this
the question of National Researeh Council Scholarships is disge-
cussed as showing the place MoGill University occupies as a
Graduate School in Chemistry when compared with other Canadian
Universities. Table II shows that the number of students in the
Graduate School has increased in a more or less continuous manner
reaching the maximum number in the present session. The term

maximum is used advisedly since it is probable that with the

present facilities a mmch larger number cannot be accommodated

advantageously,

Before 1919 only four candidates had received the
Ph. D. degree during all Preceding years, so that this year may
be taken in a sense as being the starting one as far as the
Graduate School in Chemistry is concerned. It was about that
time that 1t beceme recognised that four years of undergraduate
work was inadequate to equip a student for the chemical profession,
either in University work or in an industrial position involving
researoh.A Since 1919 sixty-four candidates have received the

Ph. D. degree in Chemistry at MoGill. The number per year is
indicated in Teble 11, and a large part of the remainder of this
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report is concerned with the subsequent careers of these men.

Table III indicates the nature of the positions held
at present by these men. I% is a matter of some pride that
fifteen of them are now permenent members of the staffs of
Canadian Universities, and six of American Universities, = that
@ third of the Ph. D. graduates hold Universl ty positions. Pre-
vious to 1919 the Chemistry Departments of the Canadian Univer-
sities had no MeGill Ph. D. graduate on their staff. The Canadian
Universities who now have one or more MeGill Ph. D. on their staffs
are the University of British Columbia, University of Alberta,
University of Manitoba, Western University, Queens University,

MeGill University, Mount Allison, University of New Brunswbk and

Dalhousie University.

Another fourteen of the students under consideration
are employed in laboratories of the Canadian GCovermment, and
most of the others are distributed in research positions in
Canadian and Ameriecan industriel corparations. In this con-
nection, the fact that twelve are in the United States, and
thirteen in Caneda is due to the larger number of industrial
research organizations in the United States. Added to this
is the Tact that only recently, thet is within the last few years,
have Cenadian industries realised the necessity of engaging
experts on their research staff. Several American corporations
have signified their willingness to take MoCill Ph, Ds. on their
permanent staff at any time, provided they have the proper
recomnendations, a compliment to the MeGill Graduate School,
but one which, if followed, would mean the loss of specially

trained men to the country. 0f the twelve men now in indus-




trial work in the United States most have been engaged before
1927.

Of the fifty students in the Graduate School at present
only ten percent are McGill graduates, the rest having obtained
their undergraduate training elsewhere. The popularity of the
Graduate School at MeGill among students in Chemistry is indi-
cated by the fact that in all branches of Chemistry over fifty
percent of the National Research Council Student Schelarships
{awarded since 1916) have been awarded %o students who elected to
hold these at MeGill. The growth of the popularity is indicated
by the fact that of twenty-four scholarships awarded in 1930 teo
students in Chemistry throughout Canads, tweniy~two were grante@
to students of other Universities who slected to come to MeGill,

Table IV shows the positions held at present by those

of the sixty~four Ph. Ds. under consideration who held National

Research Couneil Seholarships. This table indicates the posi-

tions held at present by these men.

It has been erroneously stated that these highly
trained men find their way to the United States resulting in a
loss on secount of the monsy spemt by the University in their
training, and a loss to the Government in the case of students
holding secholarships. Table V shows that relatively few, in
feot only about twenty percent, have found their way to the United
States, and as has been indlcated before the majority of these
obtained their Ph. D. degree before 1927. Five students were
Americans who naturally would returm %o £gg}gggtes. With regerd

to post-graduate soholarships the 1851 Exhibition has not been




popular among the students in the Graduate School in Chemistry.

Having once started on their course towards the Ph. D. degree
they showed a preference to continue here till the end rather
than elsewhere. Since the large majority of those in the
Craduate School come from other Universities this attifude has
not been criticised by the staff of the Department. On the
other hand scholarships available subsequeht to the Ph. P. degree
have been in great demand. In this connection the Ramsay
Memorial Scholarship, open %o applicants from any part of the
Dominion, has only been held by members of the Graduate School

at McGill since the foundation of that Scholarship in 1919.

Higher degrees have not yet been given in Chemical
Engineering. With the addition to the staff of a qualified
Chemical Engineer it should be possible to offer courses and
research leading to such a degree. Certain facilitles may have
to be provided, but these are of such & nature thai we can see
no serious obstacle in attaiying our objective in this direction.

As indicated by Dr. Maass in his report the recognition
of the value of research in industry is fairly recent, that is
by the industries themselves, although its vglue has always been
recognised by those with seientific training. The growth of
the graduste work in chemistry at MeGill is similar %o that in
many of the better American Universities, but quite exceptional
in Caneda. The extent to which expansion may be looked for or
provided for requires consideration.

A development which we believe would aid the chemical
industries of Canada is one whioy gaa already been successful at
certain American Institutions, e.g. The Massachusetts Institute
of Technolegy.




students who have obtained a higher degree, preferably

the Ph.D., can in many cases gspend another one or two years in

regseareh on fundamental problems of value %o particular indus-
tries. Such students should be supported by the industries
interested, and their work carried out under the direction of a
member or members of the starf. The value of such work lies,
not so muchin the research accomplished as in the increased value
of the research worker to the industry directly concerned.

Attention is drawn %o the fact that during the last ten
years one hundred and forty-nine papers have been published by
the staff and students in the Greduste School in Chemistry.

In connection with the development of graduate work in
this department mention should be made of the Pulp and Paper
Research Institute.

The first practical step towards the creation of the
Institute was taken in 1920. The Institute was finally com-
pleted and formally opened in the fall of 1928. The Pulp and
Paper Reseaxoh Institute represenis a cooperative effort of the
Pulp and Paper Division of the Forest Products Laboratories of
the Dominion Government, the Pulp and Paper Association, and
MeGill University.

The fundamental research carried out in the Institute
forms an integral part of the post-graduate work in chemistry.
ginoe the session 1926~27, nine to fifteen gtudents have been
engaged in researches in the orgenie chemlstry related to cellu-
lose, and in the present session an additionel number of ten
gtudents are engaged in problems related to the physical chenistry
of cellulose.




In view of the great importence of the pulp and paper
industry in Canada, the value of poste-graduate training along

these lines cannot be over-estimated.

STAFF
TABLE

ey e - v

Session 19820 1921 1922 1927 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930
“21 =22 =23 ~24 «25 «26 =27 =28 -20 -30 ~31

Professors 4

2 4
Agsoc., " ' 3 4 1
2

Ags't "

Lecturers >

Total
Senior Staff

Demongtrators

Total

The figures in the above table are of interest when taken
with the figures in tables I an@ II showing the numbers of under-
graduates and graduate students.

In ten years the senior staff has increased from 7 to 9,
1:e: less than 30%. In the same peried the increase in number of
undergraduates has been from 499 to 626, i.e. about 26%.

The inorease in senior staff has therefore been approxi-

mately in proportion to the inerease in undergraduate numbers.
When the number of graduate students is considered it is seen that




the relation is quite di?ferent, since such students have
inereased 500% in number. To meet this situation more under-
graduate lectures are now given by the younger men, thus allow-
ing those chiefly interested 19 research to devote themselves
more particularly to such work,

Tt should be understood that the researches on whioh
our graduate students are engaged are of a type considered suit-
able for the training of such men. The work though of scientifie
value is thus limited in scope.

Another type of research, more uncertain in its results
but of greater scientific interest and possibilities, is thus
excluded: Such work is however most desirable from meny points

of view, and could be made available by the appointment of one or

more paid assistants or techniclans of the type met in European

Universities. *

ACC OMMODATION , EQUIPMENT, BTC..

A considerable portion of the elementary teaching in
ohemistry is caerried on in the older part of the Binlogical
Building. This work could be done moIe effectifely if space
were asvailable in the Chemistry Building %o provide an elemen-
tary laboratory for 250 studenta; geveral research students
also carry on their work in the Biological Building. This work
could be done to better advantage in the Chemistry Building.

Space is desirable for small experimentel units for

the teaching of Industrial Chemistry and Chemical Engineering.
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Special rooms should be available for gas analysis,

water analysis and micro-analysis. An optical room is also
desirable. 0ffice room for even the present senior staff is
quite inadequete.

The shelf room of the Baillie Library has been increased
recently. I% is suggested that a library, common to both the
departments of Physios and Chemistry, would have definite
advantages. This could be accomplished by the construction of a
suitable annex common to both buildings; In order to develop
the teaching of the history of Chemistry a library to that end
should be developed.

The Chemistry and Mining Building is now over thirty
years old and cannot be expeoted in its present condition to
satisfy modern requirements, Much of the electrie wiring is
of the old type and & source of fire hazerd; the water pressure
is insufficient on the upper floors; drainage, in some p laces,
is inedequate; wooden lockers in the basement present a fire
nazerd; ventilation from hoods end elsewhere is quite insuffi-
oient; A building devoted largely to chemistry oan herdly be
too well ventilated and the Chemistry Building proba?ly is one of
the worst equipped in this respect in the University. A common
roon suitably furnished would have great advantages particularly
for our graduate atudents; Such a room where students could
meet and discuss theilr work with each other, and possi bly with

members of the Staff would be of great value to our Greduate

Faculty work.




It is therefore recommended that:~
(a) The present Chemistry and Mining Building be devoted to
chemistry only.
(b) Alterations to be made in the building to provide:=-
l. A large elementary laboratory;
2. More research space.
5. Space for small experimental plant.
4. Improved library facilities.
5. Rooms for special analytical work.
6. Rooms for members of the staff.
7. Proper ventilation,.

8, A common Irooi.

(e¢) The Building be rewired where necessary.,

(d) water pressure and drainage be increased.
(e) Wooden lockers be replaced by metal lockers.
(f) Certain laboratories be remodelled.

(g) A small refrigeration plant be installed.

GENERAL .
There are many obvious developments which yould be
welcomed by this department when funds are available.
Chemis try is becoming more sgpecialised daily, and
while this department largely confines its work to what are
generally considered %o be the fundamental branches of chemistry,

certain other branches such as electrochemistry, photochemis try,

etc. might with advantage be consil ered in the future.
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This department would like to make it clear that its
suggestions involving financial expenditure are made with a keen
realisation that meny other depertments heve similar needs. For
this reason such suggestions have heen purposely limited; It
mst be & matter of extreme difficulty to decide whether this
department or that has the greater need.

It is respectfully suggested therefore that the appoint-
ment of a permanent small University Coumittee be made. The
duties of such a committee would include the formmlation of
policies concerning the aims of MeGill end the meking of deci~
sions consistent with such aims,

It is believed that a university with a definite
§bjective has a greater cheance for success than one in whi h
Faculkies and Departments each strive for'their own welfare,
more or less regardless of that of others.

Only those matters largely pesculiar to this department
are considered in this report. Subjects of broader interest

such as: school training; scholarships; Sabbhatical year; honours

degrees; ete., are, it is believed, better considered in reports

from Faculties.
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

! FACULTY OF ARTS
EPARTMENT OF CHINESE STUDIES

March 31, 1931.

Principalts Special Survey Committee,
Arts Feaculty,
MeGill University.

Dear Sirs,

In reply to Dean MacKay's letter of lMarch 2nd, I
beg to submit herewith the report of the Department of Chinese
Studies. Since this Department was only established this
academic year, it is impossible to follow the headings of his-
torical development as recuired by your Committee. My report
is, therefore, aimed at giving a general account of the work of
this Department from the date of my arrival in Montreal, September
15th, 1930, to the date of the report, March 31st, 1931.

Respectfully yours,

, /
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Office Room and Eguipment.

An office room for the Department was not assigned until the first part
of February of this year. The new office is now situated on the main floor of the
Arts Building (Room 11), with a window facing the University Campus. Office equipment
such as desk, chairs, book shelf, filing cabinet, typewriter and telephone have been
installed during the past two months., The room is large enough to hold a small seminar

class of four or five students and to receive visitors.

Department Library.

The University has the largest and finest collection of Chinese books in
this country, known as the Gest Chinese Research Library, which consists mainly of
works on old literature and of good editions, and therefore it is necesssry to supple-
ment these with modern and contemporary publications. Dictionaries and encyclopedias
for constant reference are needed in the Department office, as the removal of such books
from the Gest Library is inconvenient and impractical. The Department is fortunate
in having acquired an annual allowance of $200 for Chinese books and periodicals. It
is hoped that in the years to come the Depariment will build up a separate reference
1ibrary. Unnecessary duplication of works already in the Gest Library will be avoided
as far as possible.

A list of books to be purchased this year was submitted to the Dean's office
last October. Owing to the roundabout way of ordering, most of these books have not
yet arrived. A direct order hereafter from the University Librery to the publishers
may be more satisfactory. It usually tekes only two months to get any contemporary
publication from any part of China.

Courses Offered.

The Department intended to offer three classes and one seminar course.

Chinese 1 is a general lecture course, in English, on Chinese Culture serving as an

introduction to advanced study in any special field. The course is divided into four

arts: - first, Chinese History and Geography; second, Chinese Government and Social
p .
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Institutions; third, Chinese Philosophy and Religions, and fourth, Chinese Literature and
Art. Originally it was hoped that the whole course would be completed in one University
yvear, with three lecture hours per week. But, as the actual work goes on, it is found
that many preliminary explanations are absolutely necessary and that a slow but thorough
process is more desirable. Consequently, the lectures of the first vear cover only the
subjects of the first two parts; and those of the second year will deal with the subjects
of the last two parts. However, it is mot at all necessary to follow the order arranged
and each year's course can be treated as complete in itself. It is expected that all the
students of this year will return for the second year, and that a larger number of new
students will also enroll, as the topics of lectures in the last two parts of the course,
as outlined above, will be more interesting and beneficial to the student of Oriental
subjects than those of the first two parts. It is hoped, too, that students from other
Departments and other Faculties may be encouraged to visit this class, as it requires no
preliminery study and is intended to show Chinese Culture as a portion of human accomp =
lishment and to supply & source of knowledge which is generally omitted from and sadly
lecking in the plan of Western university education.

Chinese 2 is the combination of two language courses, one on the spoken
form and the other on the written form. Since the enrollment is very small, both forms
heve been teken up with the students at the same time. The work has progressed remark-
ably. With only two hours per week, students have acquired a full knowledge, in reading
and writing,of about 500 useful characters. The first Chinese Reader for Mass Education
nes been finished and both the Chinese Phonetic Keys to Pronounciation and the Standard
Romanization System have been learned. In the spoken form the Chinese National
Language (formerly known as the Mendarin) is used, and in the written form the modern
simple literature. An effort has been made to eliminate the difference between the two
forms and to bring them together as closely as possible.

A seminar course was offered to advanced students for research on special

topics with reference readings in both Chinese and Western languages. So far no appli-

cations have been received.
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Enrollment of Students.

At the first few meetings of Chinese 1 more than 30 persons were wresent.
Afterwaerds it was discovered that at least one-third of these were from outside the
University. Upon receipt of the Registrar's notice of fees which emounted to about
$50.00 per term, nearly all of these dropped out of the class. The University students
who took it as an extra, too, showed a very irregular attendance. Besides, there were
meny students who applied for enrollment but were refused. At the end of the year the
class has become quite small, A small class is all right and even preferable for a

lenguage course; but for a lecture course, it is always more interesting and inspiring,

for the lecturer as well as for the listeners, to have a larger class. I wish to impress

upon both the University authorities and students the fact that Chinese 1 should be
regarded as a part of the general college instruction in world civilization and not only
as a special subject for those who are preparing to go to China or to deal with the
Chineses Sinee the course is given in English and no prerequisite is needed, why should
not an ordinary student be permitted to enroll? It would be more satisfactory, of
course, to have the best students, who are always few in number, but unless a large
number of students are admitted and the best selected from amongst them, these students
cannot be obtained. I venture to express the hope that the scademic authorities will
make it easier for students to enter this class next year and that a larger number of
students will be allowed to attend. Encouragement of this sort by the authorities will
surely meke the entire atmosphere more favourable.

Inter-Departmental VWork.

On January 16th, the first day of the second term, in & letter to the
Dean, I submitted three suggestions for the betterment of working conditions in this
Department’ and one of them is the proposal of inter-departmental exchange lectures.
Before and since thot date, through personal contacts, I have been invited to lecture to
three departments, namely, the Department of Sociology, the Department of Physics and the
Dep”rtment of Oriental Languages, and to two MeGill Students!' Societies, namely, the

Chinese Students' Association and the Students' Christian Association. The dates and




It was too late this year to plan any extension work under the Department
of Extra-lMural Relations, The co-operation of that Department has been secured, however,
in organizing the lMontreal Branch of the Hung Tao Society for the study of Chinese
Philosophy and the promotion of Canadian-Chinese cultural relations. This Branch has
a membership at present of over one hundred. Half of these members are from MeGill
while the other half are from the general public and ineclude maeny prominent citizens,

Wie have already had two monthly meetings. At each a regular lecture was given and
Chinese tea and refreshments served. This is, I am told, the first and only organization
of its kind in Canada. It combines two functions, namely, a university extension course
and an international friendship eclub. 4 special section for the Chinese community in
Montreal has also been organized. Already 65 members have paid their fees, This is
also the first attempt in a Cansdian University to extend education to the Chinese immi-
grants. All lectures are given in Chinese. Upon the request of the members who sre

all Cantonese and speak only the Southern dialect, a weekly class for the teaching of the
Chinese National Languace is being conducted besides the reguler monthly meeting, My
wife is assisting me in the language classes.

Outside Lectures.

Since my arrival in Montreal last fall, I have been asked to give many
publiec lectures outeide the University and outside the city. With very few exceptions,
T have received no material reward for these lectures. Most of them were well attended
and letters of thanks and apprecistion came after esch end every occasion. Some of the
ljectures were broadcast dver radio stations. The following is a list of the dates and

topics of all public lectures aside from my class work.

Dates Topics Organizations

Sent.28, 1930 The Chinese Youth Movement Chinese Y.M«C.A.

‘ Octe 10,

o 23 The Cultural Relation Between Empire Club, Toronto.
China and Canada

" The First Chinese Revolution Chinese Students' Ass'n.




Dates

Oct.

Nove

28,
6,
6,

18,

Topies

China As Your Neighbour

The Student's Life in The Orient
My Nationalist Friends
Evolution of Chinese Literature
Chinese Abroad

Chinese Pictorial Art

The Traditional China

Truth end Advertisement

Taoism

Schooling on Holidays

The Hung Tao Movement

The Clan System

Chinese Contributions to Science
Chinese Literary Women
Brotherhoods of The Orient

The East and The West

What We Can Learn From Each Other

Why We Should Study Chinese Philosophy

The Common Beliefs of the Orient

The Significance of Lion in Chinese

Literature
Chinese VWomen, Ancient and Modern

The Background of Chinese Philosophy

Chinese Culture Seen in Soecial
Ceremonials

The Life of Dr. Sun Yat Sen

Revolution and Constitution

Outline of Chinese Ancient History

Organizations

The Twenty Club.

Westmount High School.

Chinese Nationalist League.

Women's Art Association.

Chinese Benevolent Ass'n,

Montreal Art Association.

Central Y.M.C.A. Men's Club.

Montreal Advertising Club.

Theosophical Society.

United Church Sunday School
Banquet.

MeGill Women's Union.

MeGill Sociological Society.

McGill Physics Society.

Wiomen's Press Club.

Calvary Men's Own Brotherhood.

Chine se United Church.

Woodland Hall, Cowansville.

Overseas Club.,

MeGill Oriental Society.

The Lion's Club.

Jewish Women's Council.

Hung Tao Society.

Chinese Reform Party Banquet.

Chinese Nationalist League,
Ottawa.
Chinese Reform Party, Ottawa.

Chinese Hung Tao Society.
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Research and Writing.

Aside from academic work and public lectures, my time has been largely
devoted to research and writing. Concrete results from work of this kind cannot be
expected at once. The following have been completed:-

Through the introduction of Mr. G.M. Gest, Mr. H.J. Vennes of the Northern
Electric Company came to make an inquiry regarding sound producing end transmitting

methods in China. I spent many hours going over Chinese works in the Gest Library and

finding this information. One hour per week for about two months has been spent with
Mr., Vennes in the translation and explsnation of the Chinese texts. He took notes
and made & report on all the findings.

Mr. Gest also recuested me to gather information in regard to dental treat-
ment from early Chinese literature. A research was made in all the medical works and
encyclopedias in the Gest Library published before the 13th century. The information
found has been translated and fills eight typewritten pages.

Three English articles have been written and published:- A paper of
about ten pages, entitled "Prospect: of Cultural Relations Between China and Canada", was
published in the Empire Club 1930 Year Book. One of eight pages, entitled "Chinese
Studies) was published in the March issue of the lMeGill News; and & short paper entitled
nPime and Space to the Chinese Poets" was published in the MeGilliad, Vol. II, No. 2.

Six Chinese articles concerning MeGill University and the Chinese Departiment
have been writtén and sent to various Chinese newspapers and periodicels for publication.
Two were accepted by the Shﬁn Pao of Shanghai, one by the'Chinese Times of San Franeisco,
one by the Hsing Wah Daily News of Toronto and two by the Hung Chung Pao of Toronto.

Future Appointments.

If conditions are favourable the Department will surely grow from year to
year. As for the class work, the lecture course Chinese 1 could be repeated with re-
visions and additional m:nterisl every two years. The language course Chinese 2 must,

however, open a new class each academic year; thus three if not four classes for students
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vears will be conducted all the time. This means that an additional appoint-

of different

ment of one Chinese agssistent instructor in both the spoken and the written languages

will be necessary. There are many Canadisns and Americans seeking positions in this

Department. A special lecturer who can give the Western point of view on Chinese studies

mey be beneficial to the students. A secretary or typist to take care of routine matters

is needed in the Department for part time, if not full time, work.
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In the subject of French alone there is no need of comparison,
the Ontario school method of teaching French being such as to de-
stroy any possibility of a student recovering from it.

In the same in the departments such as Philosophy, Economics
etc. which subjects only begin in college and are not taught in the
schools, there is a lack of general basis. Objection is often taken

some graduates in economics, perhaps a good many,
write indifferent English and even spell indifferently. This is
quite true. They come¢ to us still unformed and uneducated. We have
to teke them as they are, and adapt our hand to the clay it works in.
The truth is that few McGill students write well, and hardly any of
except those from England, cen read out loud, - I will not

well, but even intelligiblj plain statement of plain

said 1 exaggerat that if a MeGill student in




is invited to read out loud a page of Englisik 2 ass of thirty or

forty fellow students, the class cannot understand what he is saying.
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This is a fact of easy verification. In older days students read out

. -

loud at Matriculation: in older days parents at home tried to train
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their children to speak with a clear and cultivated speech. That is

all gone. The radio and the broadcast and the Broadway singer have

largely replaced the humbler and better self-culture of the home. The

Faculty takes in its illiterate and mumbling students and finds it too

late, or tou early to train them.

The rnmcdw for all this lies in the extra year of

means extra classes, LAtTd LP”ChlP”, extra money for the high schools

sthool.

of the province, - the foundation perhaps of a McGill University school
as a model for others, - the extension of the present work of such
schools as Lennoxville and Lower Canada to cover the higher ground. All
this means effort, interest, co-operation, the sympathy of the staff
and the support of the public. In the cheap slang of the day we should
have to "sell" the idea of the extra school year to the community. But
without it no shift of percentage, no intensification of our work can
help: without it, we are behind and we stay behind.

A further difficulty, a further handicap on MeGill, is the rela-
tively poor material offered by our local environment. Our community
here is m9$tly French and as. such is outside our sphere: and the part
of it which speaks English a very large proportion, as is natural in a
manufacturing metropolis, belongs he less fortunate ranks of man-
kind, people close to the poverty
home traditions of books and education which, in other

redeemed and illuminated poverty.
pulation of Central and Eastern Euro;

mentality but without the characteristic culture
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MeGILL UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMEIT OF EDUCATION

Memorandum on the Training of High School Teachers

I. Introduction
This memorandum is, in the main, an attempt to state a policy to be
followed by the University in the training of teachers for the High Schools of
the Province of Quebec. There are many other functions that might be dis-
charged by a fully-equipped Department of Education at such a University as

McGill. But these must be left for consideration when the Department is

more fully developed than it is to-day.

I confine myself to a consideration of the question of training High

School teachers for good reasons:-

i. The Department of Education originated from the nececsity for such training.
I found arrangements to this end in operation when I joined the staff, and
my first task was to take over responsibility for these and to explore
possibilities of developing them.

ii§ Better provision for training High School teachers is the most urgent duty ||

jof the University at the moment in respect of its relation to the schools. /|

" Quite apart from the wider public responsibility, the University has the
strongest reasons of its own for taking action. Standards of University
work have risen and continue to rise, and the power of any University to
adjust itself to the demand that arises in this way, is determined by the
quality and attainment of the matriculents who come in from the schools.

There are obvious limits to what can be done by extending either the
duration of the period of study for a degree, or the duration of High
School training. On both sides, - that of the University and that of the
school, - the situation calls for wiser economy of the time that is even
now available.” This will involve in the schools better classification of
pupils, more flexible organization of groups, earlier selection of the
abler pupils for intensive training, and more specialization of teaching.
Most of all, however, it will require a supply of well-trained teachers,
particularly of teachers properly qualified for work with senior pupils.
Pending changes in Courses of Study, when they take effect, will

facilitate some at least of these desirable adjustments. It is all the
more important, therefore, that schemes should be instituted without delay
for training a supply of teachers qualified to meet the new demands and
cepable of carrying further the desired re-modelling of school arrangements.

iii. A third reason for confining the present discussion to the training of
High School teachers is the undeveloped state of the Education Department
itself, At present I am single-handed and so have to limit my efforts to
meeting the most urgent needs. Moreover, if the Department is to grow, I
feel strongly that it ought to grow, not on the lines of a comprehensive
blue-print plan, designed at the outset to cover all conceivable needs,
but slowly and solidly in response to the proved needs of the situation.

A satisfactory scheme for the training of High School teachers will afford
a solid nucleus of work and organization, around which the later develop-
ments ean grow.
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Review of Previous Decade
The numbers of candidates from McGill who received High School Diplomas
in each year of the decade are as follows:-
1921 19 1926 29
1922 20 1027 30
1923 32 1928 35
1924 30 1929 46
1925 17 1930 o Total -~ 293.
I have no means of judging at the moment, to what extent these figures indicate
an over-supply, but there is good reason to think that the numbers who actually
secured posts in teaching at High School grade would be much fewer than those
here given.
Changes in Regulations
There have been few changes of any substance. The chief of these are:-
1. Requirement of a medical certificate.
o, Extension of Courses 1 and 2 in Education, as required for the Diploma
from half-courses to full-courses (this became effective in 1930, rendered
possible by the appointment of a Professor of Bducation in the Faculty of
Arts).
A recent change should be mentioned here though its effect is subsequent
to the decade under discussion. It consists in a modification of the
requirements in respect of undergraduate courses demanded of candidates
for the Diploma. The number is now reduced to five of English,French,
Latin, History, Mathematics, Science; English and French are compulsory.
Allowiag one of the other four to be dropped leaves candidates free to
qualify for B.A. or B.Sc. as they prefer. Candidates who take Honours
are released from all restrictions after the First Year. The new
regulation does provide for greater freedom and flexibility and there is less
risk now that obligation to comply with requirements for the Diploma may
involve mutilation of the degree course.

III. Criticism of Present Scheme

A candidate for the High School Diploma must fulfil the following

conditions: -

1. A bachelor's degree including the courses prescribed by regulations.

2. Courses 1 and 2 in Fducation. ;

3. Year-courses (taken in Fourth Year) in French, Music and Drawing (at
Montreal High School).

4. Performance of a minimum of fifty half-days of school practice. This is
;sually done in the September preceding and the May following the Fourth

ear.

Of this arrengement it can be said that it is very much better than no training

at all, and that it does seem to represent the best that could be done with

limited resources and in face of the conditions of a profession so unattractive

that increase of the weight and duration of training might have checked the

supply of candidates.

But the scheme is thoroughly unsatisfactory in itself and not equal to
the task of providing teeschers capable of meeting the demands that a sound
modern system of High School education must put upon them. It is no longer
worthy either of McGill or of the Province of Quebec, and should be superseded
by a more satisfactory scheme with the least possible delay.

The main criticisms to be offered are:-

1. The sharp separation of lecture-room study of education from practical
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, studies in the school. At present one Professor takes lecture-courses with
‘ / no responsibility for work in the schools; another Professor takes charge
// of practical work in school with no responsibility for any lecture-courses.
// In a well-considered scheme there should be constant interplay back and
forth between the studies of the lecture-room and the experiences of the
school. Not a week should pass without a fair share of both. I am not
able, with present resources, to take over from Dean Laird responsibility
for the practical work in school, nor am I prepared to do so until a fully-
considered scheme of training has been worked out.

2. The Simultaneous Pursuit of Degree Courses and Training Courses. The
attempt to carry on work for a degree and work for a Teacher's Diploma
simultaneously has always broken down unless extra time is provided. There
is never time to do both properly and it is not unnatural that, since one
or other must suffer neglect, the training work should be scamped.

With the present organization of degree courses at McGill, many
students find that, if they are to preserve a wise balance of degree courses
with proper integration, they must regard courses in Education as "extras".
Hence they come to the study of their chosen profession already overloaded
and fatigued, and unable to give proper attention to it.

Significantly enough, I find it is the better students who regret most
keenly their inability to give proper time and attention to the study.

They become painfully alive to large interests which they have neither time
nor opportunity to pursue worthily.

Students less able and less keen carry out the work in perfunctory
fashion, submitting to the inescapable operation of training rather than
actively identifying themselves with it. Arising from this vain attempt
to pursue general education and specific training concurrently, two other

. defects call for mention, the Want of Concentration of Studies, and the
Immaturity of the Students.

3. Want of Concentration. This deficiency presents itself in two main aspects:-
a). Lack of focus and integration among the elements of the training as a

whole.

b). Omission of certuin necessary tlements.

a). The present scheme is, almost literally, a thing of shreds and patches,
the four parts into which it falls:~ degree courses; courses in Education at
McGill; courses in French, Music and Drawing at the Montreal High School;
and practice-teaching, are in no sense co-ordinated or brought to a common
focus, unless we are to regard the Regulations of the Protestant Committee
as a sufficient co-ordinating agent. Bach of the four elements stands by
itself and there is no provision for real common control, or for cross-
interpretation and cross-fertilization of one element by another. For
example, Departments of the University that are concerned with school
subjects, such as English, French, History, Classics, Science, and Mathe-
matics, play no direct part, outside of their routine teaching, in training
students to teach these subjects in the schools. Thus one whole side, -
perhaps the most important side, - of the University's resourccs for the
training of High School teachers is not brought to bear at all. Yet 1
have no doubt that these Departments would be willing and anxious to con-

* tribute to the training of High School teachers of their respective subjects
if the scheme of training afforded the necessary scope and opportunity.

b). The scheme of training now in operation is conspicuously lacking in
certain elements that ought to find a place in the equipment of the High







School teacher. Some of these may be mentioned: -

i, A course in Educational Psychology. Much of this is technical and
is properly to be undertaken by a Depariment of Psychology.

ii. A general study of the physical life of school-children, particularly
as that is affected by school conditions.

iii. Training in the right use of the voice. This is not a matter of pro-
nunciation merely, still less, (God forbid!) of "alocution". Students
must be trained to use their voices artistically if possible, but at
least economically, (without undue strain to themselves), and effectively,
(without undue strain to their pupils).

It is still insufficiently realized that, as a rule, a good deal of
training is necessary to secure this end. Even the student who enjoys
natural gifts in this regard is the better for it. (N.B. With voice will
go gesture and what may be called "teaching-deportment™, in a word, the
dramatic effect of the teacher).

iv. Most of all, perhaps, provisinn is needed for further study of teaching-
subjects from a teacher's point of view. Even the student vwho has
taken a good Honours degree in a subject is not, for that reason alone,
qualified to teach it. He needs to undertake a certain amount of re-
learning: to explore the bases of the subject; to turn it round, as it
were, into the genetic order, -~ the order in which it takes form in the
mind of a beginner; - and to study the collateral processes and agencies
by which this central growth can be assistead.

Failure to do this means, too often, stiff and devitalized teaching,
above the heads of pupils and failing to touch the real springs of
learning in them. A graduate with an Honours degree in a subject has,

/dndeed, the maein equipment for teaching that subject, but it is a dis-

astrous error to assume that he has achieved thereby all that is needed.

For none of these essentials is any assured provision made at present.

4, Immaturity of Students. It is impossible to survey the real task of
education as the conditions of the future will determine it, and still to
go on believing that it can be adequately met by immature and ill-equipped
youths and maidens who are themselves little more than children.

Only a false and wholly inadequate conception of the work to be done
can account for current assumptions in regard to the qualificetions of those
who do it. There is abundant evidence, for example, that the marked
reluctance of capable men students to take up teaching springs from a
feeling that teaching is not a real man's job, and this in turn, arises from
the widespread popular misconception of what the work really means. It
looks upon teaching as a species of nurse-maid work which no man would take
up permanently if he is capable of anything morc manly.

The only instrument that can combat this disastrous misconception with
any hope of success is the University, and it can do so by laying stress
on the achievement of intellectual and moral maturity as the primary
condition of entrance upon a course of training as a teacher, - at least as
a High School teacher.

This condition should take the form of insistence upon a bachelor's
degree as a pre-requisite before training is commenced. I do not advocate
this as ideally the best arrangement. It might be better to require a
full course of five years from matriculation, organized &s a whole to pro-
duce a High School teacher, and providing within itself opportunities for
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taking a bachelor's degree with suitable courses. There are many arguments
in support of such a plan but I do not propose to discuss them here. They
may come up at a later stage of development. The immediate need is for
the assertion of the view that concentration of training, and maturity of
mind in candidates, require the postponement of the training course until
the bachelor's degree has been achieved.

I find support for this contention in experience of the marked
difference between Third and Fourth Year students under the present régime.
I have not found Canadian students less keen or intelligent than students
elsewhere, They lack, not natural ability and zest, but attainment, and
maturity of mind. At present we let them go just as they reach the point
at which effective training might begin.

(N.B. The foregoing criticism should be read as an attempt to indicate what
further steps are necessary if a satisfactory scheme for the training of
High School teachers is to be realized. It is not to be read as a
criticism of what has actually been achieved so far, under very great
difficulties.)

IV. Scheme of Training Proposed .

The main lines of the scheme I propose should now be elear from the fore-
going discussion. Though I speak here of arrangements only within the
University itself, it must be realized that the schools are concerned also.
Since the object in view is the training of teachers, not for the schoels as
they now are, but fitted to play an effective part in the readjustment of
school organization and work to modern needs, the University will have to

concern itself with movement in the schools also.
Wherever it can effectively do so it must provide leadership and
guidance, and must associate itself actively with other agencies, - particularly
with the Committee for Protestant Education - that are working for improvement.
Here, however, I confine the discussion to action that should be taken
within the University. The main steps are:-

1. Separation of Training-Work from Work for the Bachelor's Degree
This step should be taken at the earliest opportunity. Wherever possible,

I am already inducing students - particularly men-students, ~ to defer

training to a graduate year, and the institution of an M.A. degree in

Education has given me much assistance in this policy.

This procedure should become the normal one as soon as possible. i
suggest therefore: -

i. That as from the beginning of the Session 1932-33, training in a graduate
year be regarded as the normal arrangement for training High School
teachers at McGill.

ii, That the present method (of training concurrently with undergraduate
work) be continued for a period. The two types of training could co-
exist though not without some diificulty.

iii. That notice be given that after a certain date all candidates for a
High School Diploma will be required to undergo a year of graduate
training. This provision might be made to apply to all candidates who
enter the Third Year for the degrece after the year 1934. Thug it would
apply to candidates cormencing studies for a bachelor's degree in 1933.




2. The Organization of Courses for a Full Graduate Year of Training
. This would include: -

a). Courses I and II in Education as at present.

b). Special courses in the Teaching of High School Subjects. (Selected

according to the needs of individual students, )

¢). Educational Psychology.
d). Physical Life of School-Pupils.
e). Voice-training.
f)
)e

*
*
%

. Courses at Montreal High School as at present.

Practical teaching. This should be taken over by the McGill staff and
should be organized so as to afford opportunity for constant interplay
between school and University lecture-room. It should involve demon-
stration lessons, visits of observation, criticism lessons, and continu-
ous periods of supervised teaching in both ;Elementary and High Schools.
Provision for Carrying out this Work

Courses marked * could be carried out by existing Departments at MeGill.
(other than that of Education). Additional work falling to the Department
of Education would be involved in (a), (b) and (g), especially in (g).

Some work might have to be duplicated and for much of the practical work

and other work in Method, students would have to be divided into appro-

priate small groups. Particularly in maintaining contact with the schools,
in arranging for practical work by students and in supervising work of
variods kinds, much time and effort would be required. This would involve
assistance in the Department of Education.

I should be prepared to accept responsibility for carrying out the
work of a graduate year of training on these lines, subject to the conditions:-
i. That I have the services of an assistant in the Department of

Education.,

ii. That items c), d) and e) are provided for:- c) by the Department of
Psychology, ¢) by the Department of English and d) by the School of
Physical Education or by some Department of the Faculty of Medicine.

N.B. It is important thet en early decision should be reached on this
vital matter. Although no final arrangement can be made in time for
announcement in the next issue of the Calendar it is desirable that an
announcement should be made at the earliest possible moment and that

the change should be foroshedowedin the issue of the Calendar for the
Session 1931-32,

g

V. Some Implications

It seems desirable to point out that the .launching of such a scheme as is
outlined carries with it certain inplications that would heve to be taken into
account if a satisfactory result is to be achieved. Some of these are:=-

1. Prescription of Degree Courses

The schools are not yet so organized that students trained to teach certain
special subjects could be reasonably sure of securing employment in teach-
ing these subjects. Moreoever, specialist teaching is better done when
the teacher's special knowledge has a generous background.

Hence something like the existing prescription of academic courses would
have to be retained.

The teachers to be trained would fall into two main types: -~
a). General Class-Teachers. These would be students who had taken a well-

selected troup of studies for the General Degree, that would fit them
to teach a variety of subjects un to an Intermediate Grade level and




perhaps one subject up to Senior Grade level.

‘ b). Specialist Teachers. These would be teachers of such subjects as Science,
French and Classics, qualified, after due experience, to t ake charge of
the whole teaching of the subject as Head of a Department in school.

Thc addition of a Twelfth Year (to include post—matriculation work)
to the school-course increases the need for teachers of this type. To
produce them it may be found necessary to modify and extend some of the
existing Honours courses at the University. Indeed, it is of vital
importance that any projects for the re-organization of degree courses in
the Faculty of Arts should have full regard to the needs of the schools.
Such re-organization can never stand by itself, but must take full
account of the intimate interdependence of good Honour courses and good
High School teaching.

2, Participation of Departments in the Training of High School Teachers.

A Department of Tducation, however strong, cannot and should not under=-
take the whole responsibility for training the High School Teacher. Every
Department that is concerned with a High School subject ought to contribute
its own element of special training. Encuiry into the fundamentals of a
sub ject, practice in technique, surveys of methods of treatment, advanced
studies of various kinds: these are some of the ways in which a Department,
say of English or History or Classics, or a Science, may and should assert
itself. The scheme of training must make due provision for this.

3, Status and Salary of Teachers
Insistence upon a course of training that in its entirety extends over
. five years from matriculstion will be difficult unlecs the employing
authority offers some substantial recognition to candidates who heve under-
gone this more thorough and sustained for.: of training. This applies
especially to men teachers. Such recognition should take the form of:-
a). Status. This should come in the form of opportunity and scope for work
such as the training has had in view. lMoreover reasonable freedom and
responsibility should be secured to a capable teacher in interpreting the
course of study and in the application of teacsing methods.  Even
allowing for the difficulties of doing this, and for the effccts of &
system of seniority in the allocation of work in the schools, present
conditions lecave much to be desired. For too much weight is placed on

sheer teaching-technique, andﬂig:mtoo_;ittle on a Egg&gg%y knowledge of
the subject Taught. The result is a mischisvous idea of teEentny as a

uniform technigue, in relation to which the teacher is an interchangeable
part, capable of being transferred to any subject and any grade with the
same degree of working efficiency everywhere. Thus it is not at all
uncommon to find, even in the High School Grades, teachers handling &
subject of which they have a ver: limited knowledge and who are therefore
almost as much at the mercy of the oificiel text-book as the pupils them-
selves.

It should be possible, at least in the Montreal area, to fix a
minimum standard of quelification in respect of knowledge of the subject
taught, for all teachers in High School Grades. Until this is done there
is little guarantee thet well-trained students from McGill will meet with
due opportunity to give effect to their training.
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b). Salary. A substential recognition should bé offered in salary to
' teachers thus trained, both to compensate for the sdditional year spent

in training, and to recognize the superior value that such teachers
would have. Steps have already been taken to bring this suggestion
before the employing authorities in Montreal and it has been hinted to
them that they might defer the recognition of a graduate-trained teacher
as qualified for a higher rate of salary until the completion of a year
of service. It might be wise to have this safequard.

I trust that the suggestion thus made will be strongly supported
by the University.

vI. Future Organization of Training Facilities

The above recommendations are put forward to meet the immediate need in’
the matter of training High School teachers. It will be seen that their
adoption would commit the University, in principle, to the policy of organ-
izing adequate fecilities for training at McGill itself. The questions
then arise:- How far is this development to be carried? and What relations
are to hold between the Educ-tion Department at MeGill and the School for
Teachers at Macdonald College? No discussion of the situation could be
complete which avoided such issues. I am, therefore, compelled to consider
them. :
1. Relations with the School for Teachers.

At present, beyond the fact that Dean Laird takes charge of the
practice-teaching of Diplora students and presents them to the Department
for the award of Diplomas, there is no co-operation between the two forms
of provision for training teachcrs and for the study of education. Dean
Laird and I are in frequent consultation about a variety of matters and the
consultation is, I think, fruitful. But each has his own sphere of
functioning in the actual work of training and there is no pooling of
resources.  As an example of whzt this may mean I may quote the Nursery
School now in operation 'at ileGill. All the facilities for the study of
practical school conditions suitable to young children and for the training
of kindergarten teachers are concentrated at Macdonald College. Even if
the Professor of Education at McGill had time to concern himself with the

Nursery School (which is not the case), he would still be without
facilities to do anything effective. On the other hand Macdonald College

- seems to be too fer away to be brought into fruitful contact with the
school.

This is only one of many examples that could be cited of the waste and
ineffectiveness that must result from such a dividing of resources.

Assuming that it will be necescary to make use of wider facilities for
the training of High School Teachers (quite apart from other developments
of facilities for the study of Education), it is possible to conceive of
three different ways in which the School for Teachers at Macdonald College,
and the Education Department at McGill might be related:-

Lo The concentration, wholly or in part, of facilities for training at
Macdonald College.

It is not conceivable that the University could transfer to Macdonald
College the whole task of training High School teachers. Any partial
transfer of the work would be attended by considerable difficulties.
Students or staff, or both, would have to spend much time in travelling
and the direction of students' work from two different centres would
involve much difficulty and even waste.

Hence I do not feel that much is to be expected from such a plan.




. 9‘

ii. The Transfer of the School for Teachers to Mohtreal and the organization
of a single strong Department of Education at MecGill.

To free the consideration of this possibility from any prejudice I wish
to make it clear that, if such a step were taken, I should be willing to
work in a unified Department under Dean Laird's seniority. Having said
this, I can now add that this proposal seems to me to have much to recome~
mend it. Montreal is the obvious centre for a School of Education for
Protestant Quebec. Varied and adequate facilities exist for practical
work (Macdonald College students have to come to Montreal for this even
now), and the presence of a well-organized School of Education could not
fail to have a stimulating cffect upon the schools of the city as a vihole.

WThether practicable or not, to ny mind, this is the really satisfactory
solution. But full consideration of it involves so many factors that I
can do no more than state ny own strong preference for it as the truly

comprehensive and far-seeing policy.

iii, Failing this more thoroughgoing solution it will be necessary for the
authorities at McGill to duplicate training arrangements there. As I
have already indiceted, I believe it would be possible with the provision
of one assistant and with help from other Departments concerned, to carry
out the work of a full graduate year of training for High School Tecachers
at McGill. But this duty should be only a part of the functions of a
properly organized Department of Education. It would heve to do much
else if it were to discharge its full duty to Protestant Education in
Quebec and this would involve considerable expansion.

The denger I foresee, and would warn against at the outset, is that of

. two weak and struggling Schools of DIducation, capable of doing far less
than one unified, strongly organized School.
2, Reletion to the Faculty of Arts

Vthen I speak of a "School of Education" I must not be taken to mean some-

thing distinet from the Feculty of Arts. Further experience has served only

to deepen my original conviction that Education is in its proper place as a

Department in the Faculty of Arts, duly linked up with its affinities in

Philosophy and Psychology, Politics and History, Languages and Natural Science.

The time should come when a real School of Education will be in operation

at McGill. Bven so I should still wish to see it functioning as an integral

part of the Faculty of Arts. The creation of a separate Faculty of

Education or of a separate Teachers' College holdsout, in my opinion, too

great a menace of de-vitalized formalism and pretentiousness to be seriously

entertained.

A Demonstration School

The main focus of all the work of a Department of Education is the

school. Much of its activity is a beating of the empty air, unless the

principles and methods it expounds can find adequate concrete expression in

a real school. Hence it nceds a school, sufficient in size and equipment

for the purpose, and sufficiently under its control to be made an effective

instrument of demonstration. What is here contemplated is not a Practice

School merely. Students' practice would be carried on in a variety of

schools. The eouipment desired is for Domonstration, - for laboratory

purposes, in a word. This implies the fulfilment of certain conditions:-

) A school of sufficient size to include all grades and to allow scope
for flexible organization.

ii. A scheme of control which, while providing for full use of the school
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by the Department of Educstion for purposes of demonstration, would
leave the Principal with the necessary authority to direct the routine
work of the pupils.

iii. A specially selected staff of teachers,

iv. Some extra provision of staff and equipment, beyond what is ordinarily
required for a school.

If such a school is to serve its purpose both to demonstrate school-
organization and procedure to students, and es a help and stimulus to other
schools, it is important that it should not be composed of specially
selected pupils. It is less likely to serve as a true model if that is the
case.

The most satisfactory form of provision would be a school founded and
conducted by the University itself. This would, however, prove expensive,
especially as the introduction of a scale of fees, - at least at the primary
level, =~ would tend to destroy the representative character thet such a
school should have.

An alternative that has much to recommend it would be a scheme whereby
a school was set aside by the School Board to serve as a Demonstration
School for the University under an agreed scheme of management. The
University would contribute to provide extrs staff and equipment, and for
such additions to salaries as the superior qualifications and additional
duties of the staff would call for. The normal expenses of conducting
the school, apart from these extras, would be carried by the Board.

University Control of Training Courses

At present, the University, in training High School Teachers, acts as
the agent of the Depertment of Protestant Education of the Province. The
Denartment, through the Cormittee of Protestant Bducation, formulates the
regulations and the University provides certain courses to enable students
to comply with these regulations. This arrangement can work satisfactorily
provided the University is assured of an effective voice in determining
what the regulations shall be.

An alternative procedure would be for the University to frame the
regulations and award the Diploma, subject to the approval of the Department
of Protestant Education. Such a practice is quite generally adopted in some
countries.

I see no strong reason to press for such an arrengement at the moment.
The question would arise only if regulations operated in such a way as to
preclude the University from bringing its resources to bear effectively in
the work of training.

If there were a free circulation of teachers emong the Provinces of
Canada, and if each Province were less intent upon raising its own teachers
locally in accordance with its own regulations, then the case for University
autonomy would be much stronger. But so far as the training and employment
of teachers is concerned, there appears to be no agreed basis of interchange
among the Provinces. Consequently the right line of policy, for the present
at least, appears to be to continue the existing relation to the Department
of Protestant Education,while at the same time taking care that Departmental
Regulations do nothing to restrict the University in making full use of its
resources to provide trained teachers for the Provincial service.

F. Clarke.




McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL
°‘5 FACULTY OF ARTS

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH REPORT OF THE DEPARTWNT OF ENGLISH.

During the period under review, 1921-1931, the Department of English
has greatly expanded, in the number of students, in the number and
variety of courses offered, in the teaching staff, and, we believe,

in the standard of work. The number of students taking courses in
English has almost trebled. The number in the Composition and Litera-
ture courses in the First Year has grown from approximately one hun-
dred and fifty to approxiﬁately four hundred, and there has been an
equally large incfease in the courses of the upper years.

FIRST YEAR: Our greatest problem is in the First Year. In the
writing of English a very large number of students comes to us woefully
unprepared. It is obvious from our first tests that there is too great
leniency in the grading of Matriculation or Sehool Leaving papers in
English Composition and that, as a result, many of the students ad-
mitted are inadequately trained in this subject. Fully one~third of
the men in the First Year require elementary drill even in the spelling
of words comprising our everyday vocabulary; more than half have not the

naziest idea of the purpose of punctuation or of what correct punctua-

tion entails; many are ungrammatical and lack a knowledge of the ele-

mentary principles of good English usage. This is particularly true
of students who are admitted on certificates from schools on our "pre-
ferred list" and who are later found to be incapable of passing our

first elementary tests. It is also true, to a great extent, of stu-

dents who come from private schools for boys, where English seems to

be regarded with indifference. Again, many of our First Year students
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are of foreign nationality; they learned to speak and write English
after a fashion only a few years before entering the College, and they
use English, as a rule, only during their hours in class. Students in
Commerce, and in Science, and students taking the First Year as a pre-
professional course look upon English too often as an unnecessary part
of their college work or at best as a means to an end, a means which,
they think, should be given a minimum of attention in the schools. As
a result of inadequate preliminary training and of the other influences
which are mentioned above, most of the class-room instruction in English
Composftion in the first term is, of necessity, devoted to the writing,
correction and discussion of rather elementary exercises.

The above comments on the written English of at least one~third of
the students admitted to the Freshman Class apply with equal truth to
their oral or spoken English, Their speech is slovenly and they use,
either deliberately or unknowingly, a slurred and sloppy enunciation
with little effort to be intelligible, These defects exist not only
among students of foreign nationality, -- where they are to be ex-
pected, -- but also among students whose mother tongue is English and
who come from what presume to be somewhat "select"schools. This ten-
dency, however, seems to be universal; it is found to a greater extent
than ever before in all English-speaking countries. It is perhaps but
a natural tendency of a flippant age which began in the post-war re=-
action from discipline and convention, even in language. The late

Poet Laureate of England declared "that there is a greater tendency to
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slovenliness in articulation today than there has hitherto been"...

++"The present state of English pronunciation,™ he wrote, "is criti-

cal," and he asserted that "the conversational speech of Southern
England is fixing a degraded form". Sir Richard Paget recently stated
that students in England today have a tendency "cheerfully to accept
every result of slovenly articulation as a new and interesting ad~
dition to their collection of sounds in the spoken language..+s T hese
are regarded as the most up-to-date expressions of colloquial speechs..
.+.Unless some effort is made to direet our language," he said, "the
speech of Englishmen will become unintelligible to citizens of the
United States and vice versa, in which event the chief advantage of
English as a modern world language will have been wantonly sacrificed”.
Teachers of English in the United States have made similar observations.
It is therefore not surprising to find these tendencies among Canadian
students. The remedy is not in technical elocution as taught and practi-
sed by the word-beauty-specialist; it is not in a standardized accent;
it is in a more thorough training in our language and literature in
the schools, based on the truth that our lenguage is the result of
growth, not of manufacture and that the purpose of speech 1is intelli-
gibility.

It should however be borne in mind that from one-half to two-

thirds of the students who enter the Kirst Year are well prepared in
English; indeed many of them are particularly well trained. We
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believe that the average student in the First Year is as proficient in
the use of English, oral and written, as students elsewhere, and more
proficient than those in the average College,

The Freshman Classes in English Composition and English Literature
are divided into sections, graded on the results of our first tests in
October. In Composition we have advanced sections for the more brile
liant students who have already grasped the rudiments of English and
who wish to attempt something more literary. Students in these sec-
tions are exempt from mogt of the routine‘work, and subjects of a
stimulating kind are assigned to them for written discussion. At the
end of the first term, students who have shown themselves particularly
slow or whose preliminary training has been obviously inadequate, are
placed in a "retarded section", and are given special attention. For

students in English Literature similar sections are provided. Addi-

/*tional courses are not given to these advanced sections, but a larger

éﬁamountwggmgeqq;ngwignp;egpribed. These advanced sections may in reality
[ }be called "Honours Sections".

In raisiﬁé the-;fandard of written and oral English of First Year
students the interests of the Universities and the schools should be
largely identical. They are interdependent. A Department of English
cannot work effectively unless the students have been well trained in

the schools, and the effectiveness of the schools depends in large part

on the quality and training of the University graduates who staff them
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or train their teachers. We believe that the range of work pre-

seribed for School Leaving Exeminations in English is too narrow. It

is confined to a few texts and tekes no account of literary background
and types of literature. A closer liason or co-operation between our
Matriculation Board and the Provincial Board of Education would, we
think, result in a more satisfactory agreement on Matriculation re-
quirements. Again, we are informed that students in the High Schools

are advanced from grade to grade jirrespective of their lack of qualifica-

tions in English;y—that failure in English does not retard them if they

have passed in all other subjects. The desirable "liason" referred to

above,should remedy this condition, and we so recommend.

As we have already stated, a large percentage of students who are
admitted by certificate fail in English in the First Year. We re-
commmnd the removal from our preferred 1ist" of schools the graduates of
which, over a period of years, have given evidence of inadequate training
in English. Their certificates, we believe, should not Dbe accepted. We
think, too, that without a knowledge of the essentials in composition no
student should be allowed to advance beyond the First Year. At present/
students are sometimes permitted to enter the Fourth Year with their
First Year English still unpassed. We recommend that this practice be
discontinued, . =

We recommend, too, that other Departments report to the Department
of English the names of students who are found deficient in the simple
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essentials of English usage. Some time ago the Faculty, on motion of the Depart-
ment of English, passed a resolution requesting that this method be followed,

but no such reports have been received. We are expected to teach students to
write, - not as literary geniuses,- but to write grammatically, clearly, and con-
cisely,-- to write with at least a knowledge of the mechanics of English. The
use of the mother tongue should be a matter of concern to all teachers; yet the
Department of English is held responsible not only for instruction in writing

bu t for all correction of the student's faults as a writer. It is out of the
question to insist upon the more subtle graces of style, desirable as they may de;
and it is impracticable to undertake a duplication of the instruction given in
composition courses. On the other hand, students are mistaken in supposing that
their instructors in other subjects are indifferent to the quality of their Eng-
lish. Incoherently expressed history is bad history, and it is impossible to
convey good economics in obscure English. Students usually write their exer-
cises in English with great care but they frequently write their reports in other
subjects in careless and sloppy English. Instructors in other Departments are
obviously unable because of lack of time to secure the attention to good English

that they naturally desire, but the "report system" approved by the Faculty

provides to a large extent the machinery for requiring this attention. Under

this system an instructor who is not satisfied with the quality of English used by one
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of 8 students, whether in the details of spelling and grammar or in the larger

metter of clear thought and orderly arrangement would send the unsatisfactory
manuscript to the Department of English, and special instruction would be pro-
vided for the inefficient student.

The habitual use of good English, or at least of clear, correct and idio-
matic English, which is so desirable’has its foundation in the home and the
school. If a boy is allowed till he reaches college to use slovenly English
and to spell at random; if his attention to his mother tongue is restricted to
those hours of the school course which are "labelled"™ English; if he regards
his English teacher as a specialist for €onsultation, like his physicien or his
dentist, the chances are he will make little progress in his college courses and
‘he will never possess an educated man's commend of his language. With such
students, the task of English teachers is well-nigh hopeless.

COURSES: During the past ten years, several new courses have been added in the
Department, notably in Languege, in Advanced Composition, and in the Drama.

The classes in Comparative Literature were this year larger than they have
been for the past ten years, men and women attending in almost exactly equal
numbers. McGill, situated in a French-speaking centre such as Montreal and
drawing for her student body upon a great many countries, is favorably placed
for the expansion of this branch of literary study. Praétically all students
registering for Comparative Literature have a good reading knowledge of French;
most of them speak the language fluently; several members of the class know
poth French and Germen, and some know Italian or Spanish, or both. The instruc-

tion is all Biven in English, and passages quoted or referred to are usually

f,.‘xslated. The readings assigned are about equally divided between transla-

tions and original texts. There are possibilities for still greater develop=-
ment in this field.

Several new courses in the drama were established, including two courses




MCGILL UNIVERSITY
Page 8.
MONTREAL
FACULTY OF ARTS REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH.

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

in the technique of the drama, or "practical drama." When the new Arts
Building was constructed a stage was provided in Moyse Hall the primary
purpose of which was to provide a ™dramstiec laboratory™ for practical
work in play production. It was felt that improvement of the drama or
the revival of drama must come, in large part, from the schools. The
recent developments in our country in pageantry and play production have
made the teachers' task harder than heretofore especially since they
have not had the really necessary training. There is an increasing de-
mand for teachers who can produce plays in schools or direet amateur
groups in small communities. . Drematic work in schools and in towns and
~villages, particularly in remote places, is becoming of enormous social
importance, and any college which studies it seriously and sends forth
men and women full of enthusiasm to apply to its problems & higher stan-
dard of taste and intelligence is doing a valuable work for the country.
The purpose of the courses made possible by the "dramatic laboratory"
in Moyse Hall is two-fold,-- first, to illustrate to students in the class
and to all students in the department the possibilities for theatrical
entertainment to be found in the dramas of the past which they read in
their courses. To accomplish this two plays are revived each year. The

plays chosen are typical of the period of English drama to which they

belong, and range from the Miracle and Mystery Plays to plays of the
early 19th century. Four plays are also given for children.

The second purpose of the course is to study the art of the theatre

or the elements of play-production. Each spparate branch of the com-

.';posite art of the theatre is considered.....scenery, lighting, costuming
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and make-up as well as the construction of plays and the history of the
drama. Laboratory periods and actual work on the plays afford the stu-
dents ample opportunity for practical experience in building and

painting scenery and in directing.

UWar et
At a time when there is widespread interest in the drama e courses

a;: of great value to students. There are meny who are definitely con-
sidering the possibility of stage work as a profession after graduation,
Whether they intend to work as stage designers, costume designers, as
actors, or playwrites the course§offer ! them a general survey of the
work they will be expected to do and give ' them preliminary training.
Theological students and those intending to teach in schools will have
many opportunities after graduation of utilizing in a practical way what
they have learned. Those students who have no intention of making prac-
tical use of their knowledge will, nevertheless, receive a training which
will enable them to become intelligent and appreciative members of theatre
audiences. It is interesting to note that the enrollment has increased
from ten students, four years ago, when the courses were established, to
sixty;—all that can be accommodateq,and that students in the courses,
many of them graduate students, represent nearly every province in Canada,
as well as the United Stetes. MoGill is the only University in Canada
offering such courses, There is room for great expansion in this field.

Our work in practical drama has been greatly interfered with by

outside organizations using the stage for commercial performences.

Approximately ten weeks of the term are given to non-academic per=-
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formances, and during this time it is scarcely possible for us to do any laboratory
work because of the properties and scenery that occupy the stage. Students in our
drams classes constitufe our "stage crew"; they are trained to handle scenery and
lights,-- to "set" the stage and to "strike" or remove scenery. Every non-academic
performence and concert requires their presence, or the presence of several of them,

to change scenes. The result is a somewhat unfair burden on students and staff, but

a burden which the Department must carry in the absence of a regular paid crew,

HONOURS COURSES: In general, students enter upon Honours Courses at the beginning
of the Second Year, and occasionally at the beginning of the Third Year, Honours
Courses are given in English Langusge and Literature and in English and cognate sub~-

jects, -- English and another language, or History, or Philosophy. While English

alone offers a variety of courses and topics,-- language and literature from the
gseventh century to the present day,F a curriculum in itself,-- students taking
this course are encouraged to take one course in an allied or cognate subject in
the third and the fourth year . This plan is usually followed.

The Department is not in accord with the suggestion that Honours Courses

should begin’ in the First Year, The gulf between school and college is still very

wide; methods of instruction are very different; a student's interests may greatly
change after he enters the University, and it is doubtful if a student can fairly

select in his school years the subject of study for which he is best fitted. It

seems to us that in the present condition of High School or Secondary Education in

Canada the first two years of the College course should be devoted to a general

back-ground cultural course upon which later specialization could be more wisely




McCGILL UNIVERSITY

i ‘ '  MONTREAL

FACULTY OF ARTS
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

) REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH,

foundéd rather than to a narrowly gpecialized course, The greatest need of our
country is not more specialists but more graduates with a broader back-ground of
culture., To combel s student in his school years to select a narrow course of
gtudy and to follow it through the University, with a minimun of attention to
'other subjects, is to compel him“to learn more and more about less and lessf’—- the
characteristic weakness of specialized education. We believe that better results
would follow if Honours Courses were to begin at the beginning of the Third Year,

Again, it seems to us that too much improvement is expected from the sug-

gested "Honours Matriculation", Frequently students enter our First Year Wi th

Honours Matriculation certificates in English, but‘fully ninety percent of those
so admitted fail in this subject in the year's tests and examinations and pass, if
at @11, only after repeated supplementals. A standard cannot be changed by merely
changing a name. In some provinces the standard of the Honours Matriculat10g>so-

called, has fallen lower than that of the Junior Matriculation it replaced.

SCHOLégSHIPS; One of our greatest needs is an increase in the number of gcholar-
ghips available for students taking Honours in English or in English and another
gubject, Graduate students in English are relatively better provided for than
undergraduates, In the past seven years five of the seven Moyse Travellihg Scholar-
ghips offered in "literary studies" were awarded to students who took the Honours
Course in English, One of those students is now Assistant Professor of English in
McGill; one is Assistant Professor in Columbia University; one is Assistant Professor

in North Western University; one is teaching in Montreal, and one is doing graduate
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work in the University of London. In the same period four Provincial Travelling
Fellowships were awarded to students who took Honours in English. Of these, one
is now on the secretarial staff of the League of Nations; one is Assistant Pro-

fegsor in Trinity College, Toronto; one is teaching in Montreal and one is com-

pleting a three years course of study at' the Sorbonne, Paris. In the same period

three Scottish Exchange Scholarships were awarded to students who specialized in
English, Of these one is an Associate Professor in Queens University; one is an
Assistant Professor in the State Normal College, Indiana; one is continuing his
graduate studies in Edinburgh University. Several Graduate Scholarships and
Fellowships were awarded to our Honours Graduates by American Universities, nota-

bly Harvard, Chicago, North Western, Radcliffe, Columbia and Bryn Mawr o

DISTRIBUTION OF GRADUATES: In the past eight years forty students gra-

duated with Honours in English Language and Literature, and one hundred
and nine with Honours in English and another subject, Of those who gra-
duated with Honours in English alone, fifteen are teaching in schools;
eleven are in University work or continuing graduate courses in prep-
aration for University work; one is in theatrical work; one is in journal-
ism; one is a teaching missionary in Africa; four are in secretarial work;
three are in law; two are librariens; one is in music. The large majority
of those who graduasted with Honours in English and enother subject are in
educational work; several are in Law and in Theology; and all are making

a valuable contribution to Canadian life.
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LIBRARY: The resources of the Library for scholarly work in English
have increesed greatly during the past ten years. Files of journals,
periodicals and publications of various sorts have been completed, new
works of importance have been acquired as they have appeared. But there
are still serious gaps. Many works that are necessary, the purchase of
which was neglected in the past are now very difficult to obtain and
catalogues and sales have to be watched sometimes for years before such
books appear on the market. In spite of this, the Department has been
able each year to meet the investigation requirements of its Honours
Courses. A Library for Freshmen is provided in one of the lecture
rooms of the Arts Building, in charge of one of the regular Library
staff, and here the many books prescribed for Freshman reeding are well

supplied. But the space provided for Honours students in the Library

is greatly over-crowded, and more table-accommodation in the stack or

apart from the main reading room is urgently needed for students doing
advanced work. Our Library appropriation is relatively small and, &8s

a rule, dwindles wholly away long before the end of the term. An in-
ecrease, when University funds permit,would be a very great assistance

in our work.
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QUR NEEDS: Our gfeatest need is additional assistance in the First Year.
As wé have already statedjstuﬁents in the First Year fequire constant
drill and practice in the use of clear, correct and idiomatic English,

The work involved in reading hundreds of Freshman themes, as well as
course theses of students in the upper classes is very great, and this
work must be increased rather than decreased if the best results are to

be obtained. The senior members of the Department give a vast amount of

individual instruction to upper class students by way af tutorial con-
ferences. Conferences for First Year students are conducted largely by
Assistants or Teaching Fellows; the class room instruction, however, 1is
all given by the senior members of the Department. Provision for a'largeVQ
number of Assistants in the First Year would permit the senior members
oa the staff to give more time to senior students and to graduate stu-
dents.

We believe, too, that when the funds of the University permit, pro-
vision should be made for instruction in oral English, We are not think-
ing of elocution, but of practice in clear and distinct ennunciation. The

instructor might also assume supervision of "retarded sections" in Eng-

1ish Composition and might also assist in courses in practical drama,
especially in expression., It is difficult, or indeed impossible, to find
a man who is willing to devote all his time to the teaching of English

Composition, but the other courses mentioned would give the relief of

' variety.
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We also desire, when funds permit, a small increase in the appro-

priation for our drama courses, in order to keep the scenery and stage

equipment in good repair and to replace worn-out material. Our scenery

is used by non-academic organizations, and needs constant attention at

small but necessary cost.

-

CHAIRMAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH.
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Dear Dr. MacKay

v

in receipt

& ¢ { > m 3 £
€ S e n C a lwelliln

the Publiec School Authorities of

Grade involves the estal ment of Honour Courses
our First Year

or enticing our dej

t

immature First Year students into Honour Course
neture preclud the acqguigition

\

culture which it ¢ At LR Lhe function an Arts

y i . {4 . 2 . s 2
Faculty to impart ano which our schools canno anag certainly
€O Nnot give them. Beginning the mischief in a Twelfth Grece
at school would only make matters worse.

Yours faithfully
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HMemorandum on the.Department of History.

mr

'y views on the questions of general interest brought before

the Principal's Special Committee for the Faculty of Arts have been

sufficiently stated at meetings of that body. Again, there is no
need for me to offer figures relsting to the recent history of

my department, the main facts which they would illustrate being,

I think, well known to all concerned. Nor is it necessary for me
to explain why History should be studied.

and the ubicuitcus and fruitful development of historical study

in the past century, accompanied as it has been by the anplication
of the historical method to every branch of learning, is smple
testimony to the vital importance of the subject.

Lest, however, the legitimate claims of the Department on the
consideration and genercsity of the University should go by
default, I wish to mention two or three of its most noteble needs.
It is of course impnossible to isclate its needs as a2 unit in the
Faculty of Arts from its needs as a unit in the Faculty of
Graduete Studies; and what I say here should be read in conjunction
with my recent report to the Committee of the latter. In what
follows, kegx® however, I shall be thinking mainly of the
Department's work with undergraduates.

I, 8%aif. Certain changes in regulations having recently
tndebngDduaktes
taken full effect, the number of studenss studying History may be




<.
expected to remain fairly constant - between 300 and 400 - for

some years tc come, Under existing regulations, that number of
students can hardly be handled by the present staff, which could not
offer any additional courses, And if the success of the new Twelfth
Grade in the schools renders it possible to institute s Four Yesars
Honour Course in History, an increase of my staff by two full-time
instructors would become imperative.

2. Accommodation. The space at the disposal of the Department

is already inadequate, When the staff is increassed, one or two more
rooms for professors will be required, When the new Honour Course
is introduced, at least one additional conference-room will be
needed, and the Department's demands on the lecture-rooms would

naturally be greater than they are now.

3. The Library. At the moment the Department's most seriocus

difficulties arise from the lack of money to buy historical works

for the University Library. This, it is true, hinders us more in
graduate than in undergraduate work. But even for the latter we
need a larger Library Grant than we possess, and that need will
become clamant when the new Honour course, with its higher standards,
is organised. A special grant of $10,000 is reguired to fill up
the gaps in our collection of books, and the annual departmental
grant must be doubled if we are to keep pace with the output of
historical writing. It is perhsps unnecessary for me to add that,
in common with the whole Faculty, the Department suffers greatly

through the shortage of reading-room accommodation.

4, Scholarships. The Department of History has no scholarship

whatever at its disposal. The Lieutenant-Governor of the Province

of Quebec annuslly gives a silver medsl to the best student in the




Department, and the Historical Club {which consists mainly of
undergraduates) has raised a fund which ensbles it to offer an
annual prize of $10 to a first-year student. For all other
distinctions and rewards, and for all scholarships open to them,
students mf xkR® in History have to comoeté with those of several
other denartments, sometimes under disadvantageous conditions.
In eny future allocation of money for schclarships, these facts
should be teken into account. |

In case my requests should seem importunate, it should be
remembered that until very lately the study of History was more
neglected at McGill than in any other reputable University of the
british Empire, to say nothing of the United States. Even now

commensursahle with McGill

there must be few universities/where the Department of History

has so small & staff snd is so poor in accommodation and resources.

//}/’. T‘. / V. a.»g%/\. :

Chairman of the Department.
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Dr. Ira A. MacKay,

Dean, Faculty of Arts.

Dear Dean MacKay,

In re~ memorandum on Principal's Special Committee and

attached questionnaire, it would seem scarcely necessary to recount anew that

portion of our recent report to Dean Eve which pertains solely to graduate work.

Since however graduate work is inseparably related to the more fundamental and
primary undergraduate work, there are certain points already submitted to the
Committee which naturally find e plece in the present report. With regard to
several of the topics suggested for consideration, it seems reasonable to assume
that detailed statistical information concerning these is duly and systematically
filed in the administrative offices. We have neither the information at hand
nor the time to study adecuately such broad questions as: International Relations,
Tine Arts, Etc.; consequently we do not presume to proffer comment on the estab-
lishment of such departments at McGill. There is however an unalterable principle
of mechanics to the effect thet the G of a structure must not lie beyond the base
of support. The advantages to be derived from the study of mathematice might
constitute a suitable tobic for juvenile debzte; but it appears unnecessary to e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>