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DEAN'S MEETINGS 



CONli'IDkiNTTAL. 

(Proposed reP.'ulations for the consideration of Dr. Harkness.) 

reference to the rules which should be adopted govez:n­

ing the payment made . .,!;2-'!pem.!?~rs of the teaching staff who lecture in 

other Denartmcnts-L-0r in other Facnlties..L..,!;!::~2} thel-!_ow!!.!... 

At a meeting of Deans ,which was held by <)ir Arthur Currie on Dec. 

18th, 1920, this ql1estion caMe np for consideration, and a Committee con­

sisting of Dean Adams and Acting Dean Harkness was appointed to consider 

the question in its various relations, and to submit It report with recom­

mendations at the next meeting of the Committee of Deans. 

The followinlLre€11lations are suggested. 

(1) A member of the teachinr staff should be paid for doinf 

a full tale of work. He cannot do more than this efficiently. If, 

therefore. his work is distr"bnted between two Faculties, or i:' he is 

on the staff of one "?ac'll t.r and is called upon to do some wory in another 

~acul ty or Depart"";ent. his ann1w.l salar:r should be sllch as to cover the 

entire wor1{ which he does whether in one or in several Faculties. If work 

in any subject is re~uired in another Faculty. and some one on the teach­

ing staff is engaged to teach this subj ect. but is not fully emploJTed, 

he should give this teaching free o-r charge. If this work would necessi­

tate the member o~ the staff doing more than a -rull tale of work, another 

in.structor should be enp-aeed to do the wor'Jr in Tllestion. 

The a bO~Te regnla t ions wonld govern the cases of Pro+'esfl or 

Har'-ie-Jelly (Medi cine, Arts and Commerce), Professor Ridler-Davies, (Arts 

and Applied Science), and lilr. Sproule (Metallurgy and Descripti vs Geometry). 

The Denartment of Social Service, the Department of 

Commerce, the School for Graduate Nur::::cs, the School of Ph~rgj cal Educa-

tion and the proposed course for teachers, shoul~ it be established. 
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should be treated on the same ba.s is as the rer-u1.ar Jacnl ti.es 0 f the 

University, set ~orth in this paragraph. 

(2). Lectures given in ex~~nsion courses in the evening. or 

after say 5 p.ru., $l.nd to persons who are not regu.1ar1y matriculated 

students, should call "for the pavrnent o'~ an extra Pee to the Professor 

or Lecturer. because in delivering these lectures he takes time which 

he would otherwise devote to recreation and uses this for college work. 

(3). A fair tale 0-: work would be twelve hours per week of 

lectures. In some cases, especially in elementary slbjects, fifteen 

hours per week mie-ht be required of the teacher, while, in cases or emer­

gency, a still preater ~~ber o¥ hours mifht be exacted. Somewhat longer 

hours mip.:ht be required if the work is of the nature of demonstration or 

laboratory work instead o.c formal lectures. ~he University may be satis­

fied with fewer honrs 0:' instruction in the case of certain men (such as 

Professor Herdt) who ,on account 01' their reputation, could not be secured 

as members of the teacr.inf staff at the salary which they received i~ 

they were re1uired to lecture Por twelve or .cif teen honrs a week. In the 

case o~ such men the administrative work of the Department occnpies a 

certain amount o~ their time in addition to lecture work. 

(4). If the above re~llations are adopted, Dr. Simpson should 

not be paid for lectllrin~ on Advanced Physiolog~' to the Denartment of 

Dentistry, b11t should get a s'lf icient sala.r,t{ to cover the work of his 

course and this course of' lectures should be made part of his regular 

work. In ~he saMe way, Dr. King, of the Department of Physics, lecturer 

on Accollstics in the Facllty ot" 1\:usic, should not receive extra remunera­

tion for this. 

( 5 ) • In the case of extension lectures, a fixed - not necessarily 

uniform - honorarium should be given to the lecturer. This ahould not 
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depend upon the size of the audience which the lecturer addresses, but, 

on the other hand, the amolmt fixed might be influenced by the importance 

of the course 04' lectures which were beine given, e.g., the course of 

lectures on Banking. The Uni versi ty should take any excess pa:nnents. 

This will enable the University to ma~e up any deficit arising from other 

lectures which are not so well attended, and possibl.' t in~rAase the 

general scale o~ payment for all extension lectures. 

( 6 ) • With rei"ard to "OutSide" wor1r, the present regulation is 

that "Outside" work may be taken by the college staff, provided that it 

does not in any way interfere with the performance of their college 

duties. If this "outside" work requires the use of the University 

laboratories or shops, the Professor (or member o~ the sta!f) receives 

a part of the fee charged while the University gets the rest. The 

account is sent out from the Bursar's Office and pa:,rment is made through 

the same channel. 
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~his letter ~lso se~t +0: 

?rof.;.~.Slmpson. 
~r. A. .~norrton 
~r. Ira l'acI:ay 
")r. F. ~. Ha. rrison 
Prof.Herbert A*Smith 

Dean Frank D. Adams. Ph.D., 
cGill University. 

MontreaJ. .. 

Dear Dean Adama, 

Feb~l ry 25th 1924. 

The Principal is anxious to· get an 
idea of the wastage amongst tl.e undergraduates and 
its various causes. 

Certain ~i~res have been more or 
less Idely circulated 8ho'in~ ho £e ~raduate in 
proportion to the nun:ber that matricu ate. and he 
:iahes to hnve some means of chocl:in up such sta i e­

menta. I a ... , thercfor , Eendin~ you a nUI~ber of sheets 
for tho purpose of rna'':lnp. liP tre necessary stat~stics. 

You ·.111 note the totsl of the 
fiE-!'ures in the ans or to quer:l 10. 2b should equal the 
total figure in the uns er to .TO. 2. In other ,ords, the 
ans Ter to _To.rb ill nly show ,hat nlU'lber aotuall 
left college for the reasons there Riven. and not the 
tot 1 number \"'hieh failed in their exar:s. 

Vours faithfully, 

'ilfr1d ~ovey 



MEMORANDUM 
, . 

For meeting of Deans discuss the suggestion of 

always closing lectures before Christman holida~s on a 

Friday. 



FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE, 
OFFICI!: OF THE OKAN 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

December 27, 1926. 

Sir Arthur Gurrie, G.G.L.G., K.G.B., LL.D., 
Principal, 

.l(oGill Uni versi ty. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Answering your letter of December 

22nd. regarding the diversity of custom as to the 

ending of lectures before the Christmas holidays, I 

beg to say that so far as I know our schedule in this 

Faoulty was carried out completely, except in two or 

three cases. In one of these cases most of the students 

of a comparatively small class,who live at a distance 

from rIontreal,had gone home for the week-end, ancl the 

lecturer considered that it was undesirable to take up 

the subject matter of his work with the remainder. In 
a. 

one other case ~ laboratory class was suspended because 

of the break of the week, and the fact that the class was 

given in two sections made it more convenient to carry out 

the schedule on another date. It has been the custom of 
\ 

~ our Faculty to carry out th~ sChedule punctiliouslY,and 

I think that that has been done in the present instance 

with very few exceptions. and then for special reasons. If 

it seems desirable, however, I shall be very glad to make 

a oomplete but disoreet inquiry and lay all the faots as 
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I find them before you. 

Yours faithfully, 

/ 

Dean. 



FACULTY OF Mr~J)lCIK}~ 

OFFIGE Or' THE DE""\..:' 

)'I<? GILL lJNIYERSITY 

}'lONTREAL 

Dececber 28th, 1926. 

Sir rt'.ur Currie, G.C.l':.G. 
McGill University, 

o n t rea 1.-

Dear Sir .. rthur, 

In reply to your letter of the 22nd inst. 

concerr.inb the premature cessation of lectures this 

last term, I nay say that no permission was _iven from 

t~is office :or any class to terrinate before Tuesday, 

the 21st. 

I can, of course, see no means ~y which one 

can prevent a p~n~essor in a 0niversity from telling his 

students that' ill not lect re on the following Monday 
If 

or Tuesday. No Professor would be entitled to le~islate 

for the whole class, and ~f any departmental head made 

such arraneements, it vas a matter for his oun lectures 

alone and not an order to disband all the lectures of that 

year. 

I wonder if it would not be a better plan in 

future to arrange for lectures to be ter~inated on a 

Friday? This miuht mitigate opportuntties for offJnces 

of this nature. 
Faithfully yours 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 
FACULTY OF ARTS 

OrrFlcn: OB' THE DKAN December 27th, 1926. 

Sir Artllur Currie, G.e.M.G., 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

My dear Principal:-

I tlave received your letter of the 

22nd instant, and now wisl1 to reply as follows. The 

practice of permitting individual professors to cancel the 

last nour of lectures before vacation has existed for a 

IJng time in most Universities. It probably dates from 

tIle time WHen examinations were always Held before tne mid-

winter vacation. I agree witn you tnat tHere is no reason 

wny the practice snould continue now, except as a concession 

to an ancient custom. Personally, I always lecture on tue 

last ilOur, but I should not care to complain if my colleague 
I 

t • 
across the hall did not dO -so. There was one class which 

did not meet properly on Monday, but tHat was not because 

other classes held on Tuesday, ~lursday and Saturday dis-

continued on tue previous Saturday. 

Yours very truly, 

jp-I /Jf ~Ly 
Dean. 



e ran· olmy:-
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Yours fit lly. 

Principll. 



tffiMORANDUM of meeting of Deans held in the Prinoipal's 
Office, May third, 4.30 P.t.!. I ',- 1 

Present: The Prinoipal, 
Dean 1. A. Maokay 
Dean H.M. Maokar 
Dean Birkett 
Dean Perrin 
Dean Ruttan 
Dean Thornton 
Dean Barton 

Law was not represented as Dean Greenshields was 
absent from the City. 

The meeting had before it the corres­
pondence from the national Committee for the 
Celebration Of the Diamond Jubilee of Confederation 
regarding three medals in gold, silver and bronze 
to be awarded as prizes for essays on Confederation. 

It was decided that those eligible to 
compete should be undergraduates, graduates of 1927 
and graduates who have been in attendance at the 
University during the present session, proceeding 
to postgraduate degrees. Essays must be received 
on or before Septomber 15th. Award would be announced 
at the Fall Convocation. It was decided that essays 
might deal with the facts of Confederation, or with 
any phase of Canadian history or political develop­
ment, past or future, as affected by Confederation, 
or bearing upon the relation between the provinces and 
the central government. The Committee decided te set 
no restriction upon the length of the essays, but 
candidates were to be advised that the Committee con­
sidered 5,000 or 6,000 words adequate. 

There was subsequently placed before the 
meeting a suggestion that the Honorary Degree of 
LL.D. should be conferred upon Sir Vincent Meredith, 
Bart. and Sir Herbert Holt. The Committee decided 
unanimously to recommend the offering of these 
degrees. ~he suggestion was also made that the 
honorary degree of LL.D. should be conferred upon 
Mr. Edward Brown of London who was coming to Canada 
to attend the Poultry Congress. The Committee 
decided to recommen~ this degree, provided that it 
had the unanimous support of the Faculty of Agri­
oulture and that, if conferred, the ceremony should 
take place at Maodonald College. 
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~arch 4th, 1929. 

~E-TING OF DEA~S held ~onday, ~arch 4th 
at 3 p.m. in the Principal's Office • 

Present: 

Dean I. A. ~acKay 
" H.!.!. ~ackay 
tt P.E. Corbett 
tI 

tI 

" 
" 

F.C. Harrison 
H.C. Perrin 
G.S.H.Barton 
C.F. Martin, Acting Principal, Chairman. 

Honorary Degrees,-

It was decided, after having received 
a suggestion from Mr. ~.W. Beatty and Sir Charles 
Gordon, both Governors Of the University, that the 
Honorary ~egree of ~L.D. be offered to the Honorable 
~.L. Kackenzie King, Prime ~inister of Canada. Two 
other names were mentioned by members of the Committee 
for Honorary Degrees - one, the Hon. B:erbert ~.~arle)r) 
the other Dean Greenshields, who, it is understood, 
will retire at the end of this session. Both of 
these names were re~~rred to the Faculty of Law for 
consideration. 

Convocation Arrangements,_ 

It having already been decidea that 
diplomas and certificates were to be deleted from 
the programme of the Annual Con7ocation, it was 
decided to recommend to Corporation that a ceremony 
for the presentation of such diplomas and certificates 
be held in ~oyse Hall on the morning of the day prior 
to Convocation. And further, that an address be 
given on that occasion by some one to be selected 
later. 

~e ~ltual at Convo~ation. The Chairman 
was instructed to appoint a committee to denl with 
the ouestion of ritual at the forthcoming Convocation, 
this committee to consist of some members Of the Deans' 
Committee in conjunction with others on the staff. It 
was also recommended that a member of the Students' 
Council be added to this committee. 
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It was decided to ask ~r. King, 
if he accepted the degree, to give the address 
on the occasion of the next Convocation. 

Department of Extra-mural Relations,-

A letter was read from Colonel Bovey 
to the Acting Prir-cipal with reference to courses 
of study which had been prepared as the result of 
the meeting of the joint committee of the Montreal 
Board of Trade, the Chartered Institute of Secretaries, 
the Society of Cost Accountants, the llcGil1 School of 
Commerce and the Department of Extra-Mural Relations. 
The course was designed to help young men in offices 
who had passed school age but were unable to attend 
the University. A statement, with syllabus, regarding 
the co~mercial course was read. The Committee after 
considerable discussion asked the Chairman to notify 
Colonel Bovey that the matter should be referred to 
the General Advisory Committee of the ~chool of 
Commerce before taking any final action in this matter. 

Chinese Library,-

Some questions with reference to the 
upkeep and maintenance of the Chinese Library were 
discussed, more especially the advisability of paying 
additional money for cataloguing. The threatened 
resignation of ~iss Swan was dealt with in particular 
and the general opinion expressed was that the Uni­
versity should not be called upon to pay excessive 
funds for luxuries such as this. ~he Chairman promised 
to sposk to ~iss Swan and if possible satisfy her 
without indulging in too large an increase of expenditure. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Chairman. 



December 9th, 1929. 

~EETING OF DEANS held on Monday, 
December 9th, at 3:30 p.m. in the Principal's 
Office. 

Present: 

Sir Arthur Currie, Principal. 
Chairman 

Dean H. ~. MacKay 
Dean Ira MacKay 
Dean P. E. Corbett 
Dean F. C. Harrison 
Dean C. F. llartin 
Dr. Lomer ) 
:Mrs. Carterl In attendance at the request 

of the Principal. 

The llcGill Graduates' Lectureship._ 

The Principal referred to the 
Lectureship made available through the generosit 
of the ~cGill Graduates' Societv,who had set aside 
the interest on their Endowment Fun (2500), hlch 
be sufficient to proviQe S or 10 lectures during 
the year. These lectures were to be on a similar 
plan to the Gifford Lectures, and the Principal 
said that he would welcome suggestions as to 
possible lecturers, commenting on the notable 
essay of Professor Eddington on "The Nature of 
the Physical Universe." 

Honorary Degrees.-

The Principal next brought forward the 
suggestion to confer an Honorary Degree on General 
Smuts on the occasion of his visit to Canada on 
January second next. After a discussion of General 
Smuts' brilliant career, it was moved by Dr. Martin, 
seconded by Dean Harrison and carried un.nimously 
that the meeting recommend to the Corporation the 
conferring of an Honorary Degree on Gener~ Smuts. 
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The meeting discussed the matter of 
conferring Honorary Degrees on Robert Roe Blacker, 
the donor of the Blacker Library of Zoology, and 
on c,e Kingston. It was decided to inform 
Mr. Casey Wood that the meeting had discussed 
tentatively a degree for ~r. Blacker, and to 
refer the suggestion with regard to Mr. Kingston 
to the Dean of the Science Faculty for a full report. 

Proposed Ohange in Status of Library School 

The proposal for a degree in Library Science 
was very fully discussed by the meeting. 

The Principal stated that the increased 
allowance from the Rockefeller Foundation would 
take care of any increase necessary in staff under 
the proposed change. 

Dean Corbett regretted that he would have 
to express himself as opposed to the giving of a 
degree in Library SCience. He did not feel that 
the art was one for whioh a University baooalaureate 
should be given. Dean Uartin oonourred. He felt 
a B.A. or B.Sc. degree should be obtained first and 
some other hall mark, such as a certificate or di­
ploma, awarded for the year's work in Library 
Soienoe. He felt that library training might be 
made a subjeot in the general Arts currioulum, but 
thought it was not sound University polioy to grant 
vocational degrees to any extent. Dean Ira MaoKay 
said that no student would be well advised to dis­
continue his course at the end of the third year 
in order to spend the fourth year in library work. 

The Principal was of the opinion that it 
might be well to make the B.A. or B.Sc. degree 
preliminary to the year'~ work in Library SCience. 
The meeting might conside . what form the recogni­
tion for that year's work should take. He did not 
want the University to lay itself open to the charge 
of being too conservative. Dean H.~.MacKay pOinted 
out that unless McGi11 required these first degrees 
as preliminary to the library course, the standard 
would be lower than that in the Universities of 
Columbia, Michigan and Illinois, which required 
five years' work. 

Dean H.ll.MacKay said that the fourth 
year in an arts course gathered up the studies car­
ried on during the first three years. Dean Ira Uac­
concurred. The Principal agreed that there was a 
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weakness in removing the culmin~ting fourth year 
of the Arts course and substituting a new lot of 
studies. The Arts faculty might recommend certain 
subjects for a student wishing later to take up 
library study. 

Dean Corbett again remarked that the 
baccalaureate must only be exten ed with the great­
est conservatism. Dr. Lomer felt that this was 
an opportunity for ~cGill to supply a service no 
other Canadian University was at present giving. 
~rs. Carter pOinted out that Canadian students 
went to the United tates because they could not 
get a degree in Library Science anywhere in Canada 
and felt it as necessary for their career$. 

Dr. llartin said that the Library 
School of McGill had already won an international 
reputation under Dr. Lomer's leadership, and he 
considered that with such splendid results 
aChieved under the present system it might not 
be absolutely necessary to give a degree. It 
weakened the University standard to grant many 
vocational degrees and was not sound University 
policy. Dean Harrison suggested that a diploma 
might be acoeptable, such as the diploma given 
in Public Health. 

The meeting agreed that it did not 
approve of granting a degree in Library Science 
without the preliminsry B.A. or B.Sc. degree. 
It was decided to report this agreement to the 
Corporation. and to recommend to the Corporation 
that if a student had the B.A. or B.Sc. degree 
and took a further year in Library Science work 
they would be in favour of granting such student 
the further degree of B.L.S. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

At the meeting of the Corporation held ~ecember 
11th no definite action was taken. The Corporation 
felt that it should wait until Dr. Lomer was present. 
I think had a vote been taken it would have been 

unfavourable to Dr. Lomer's suggestion. 



!lay 26th. 1930. 

MEETING OF DEANS held on Monday, 

May 26th, 1930, 'at 10:00 a.m., in the Principal's 

Office. 

Present 

Honorary Degrees; 

Sir Arthur Currie, Principal, 
Chairman 

Dean P. E. Corbett 
Dean F. C. Harriaon 
Professor J.C.Simpson, representing 

Dean Martin 
Dean Ira MacKay 

ThIs meeting was called to oonsider 
recommendations whioh had been made for honorary 
degrees for (a) Yr. W. Bulkeley-Evans and (b) Dr. 
M. E. Baker. 

It was unanImously agreed to re­
oommend to corporatIon that the honorary ~egree of 
LL.D. be granted to Mr. Evan8. There was equal 
unanimity not to make the reoommendatlon regardIng 
Dr. Baker. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Prine Ipal. 



Honorary Degrees 

Lt.D. 

~T~H~E~~~~~=--=~~~~~~D~U~F~F {Puisne Judge of the Supreme Court 

of Canada, Otta aj 

is universally regardod as ona of the greatest 
Jurists in the history of Canada, His presenoe at the slttlngs 
of the -rivy Caunoil is a17ays ost cordiall7 olco~ed and it 1s 
freely acknowl dged that none surpass him in keenness of intellect, 
kno\"lledge of the 1:1 ~ and bility to interpret it. His jud.gments 
are widely read and most highly regarded every he re. 

Q1lARL.:.S B. XHI'GSTO:: 

born lontre 1 1867, graduated in Arts (~Gill) 1887; B.So. 1892. 
Ho has had a ide experience as a Bupa rlntendlng and consul ting en­
gineer in many of the l~rgest mining corporations in the world. 

His servicGs have been . oueht in Arnerica~ Aust~alia, Italy, Russia, 
but in the last 20 ears prin ipally in uouth frica. 

Since 1913 his service have been ith the .nelo merican 
Corporation of London~ :nel nd, nd South Africa. He has taken a 
most active interest in v3nadi n and other professional societies, 
has kept in close t uch ~ith llcGill graduates; has been espeoially 
helpful in assisting the young graduates in minIng to positions~ 
has had a profound influence in presorving the hieh ideals of con­
duct and scientific attainment for hlch he believes YcGill stcnds. 
Students have been sent here at his suggestion. The Paculty of 
Applied Scienoe regard him as one of the most outstanding mining 
engineors in the ~orld. not only on account of his professional 
attainments, the reputation and prestigo undo1:.btedly his. but also 
On account of his general cultural attainrn.nts. 

~~. B. hlaCAULAY~ 

In recognition of his interest and assistance in scientific 
work. also because of the help given by himself and the Sun Life 
Assurance Company to the extension of public health ork in C~nada. 

He is to receive the honorary degree froD Aberdeen in June 
and has reoeived the honorary degroe from Edinburgh. 
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UR. ROBD T BLACKER 

Canadian by birth, but has lived in California for many years. 
Has always taken a great interest in educational and charitable 
activities in California. Played a oonspicuous part in Red Cross 

ork during the war, Civing ~ost generously of his time and his 

means. 

Uas been a. tr'O.stoe of the California.n Institute of Technology 
since it was founded in Pasadena. Has supported this educational 
inatltution most generou~ly. 

Becamo inter9sted in llcGill nearly ten year ago and has 
oontribu ted reeu.larly through those yea ra. His first con tribu tion 
'Was 3000 to the 1::Co rei Hi s tor toal I.:u.sewn. In the pas t ten years 
he beoame the donor of the Blacker Library of Zoology at .cGl11, 
having built up this remarkable collection of books until it is 
now the outstanding library on vertebrate zoology in any untversity 
on this oontinent, thus affording an opportunity for study and re­
search not surpas ed by any teaching body in Torth America. 

Robert A. illiken, President of the Institute of TechnoloGY 
of California seys tha t the trus tees of that Ins ti tu to havo ad.op ted 
the 'PolL~y of gi 1nl! no honorary deg!'ees but tha.t he iould "be very 
happy if YcGill University foun it comp~tible ith its established 
procedure to honour him in any ay. 

arden of Royal Victoria College. 



EETING OF DEANS 

March 24, 1931. 

Professor Stanl&y called a Deans' Meeting, which met 

in the Principal's Room at twelve o'clock noon. 

Present: 

Dean l!ackay 
Dean Co rbe tt 
Dean Johnson 
Dr. Simpson representing Dean M"artin 
Prof. E .Brown" Facul ty Engineering 
Prof.Stanley " The Prinoipal 

Professor Stanley said that on Saturday last, having 

heard many complaints of police brutality after the parade on 

Thursday night, he had decided that if a play-off game ere 

to be held on 7 ednesday March 26th in Montreal, he would be 

obliged to ask the Deans to meet and consider ways and means 

to prevent further trouble. It was now settled that no 

more Montreal games were to be held, but in view of all 

that had happened, and especia~ly in view of the two students, 

Rollit and Schnyder,now in hospital, the former of them very 

seriously hurt, a meeting of deans seemed expedient. 

There was an hour's discussion. The general view 

seemed to be that the students, through interfering with 

traffic by pulling trolley ropes, had not been riotous, 

had not destroyed property, nor behaved in any very unseemly 

way. On strict points their action w~s illegal, but it was 

nothing that the university authorities could not view with 

indulgence. Moreover, the police had not made baton charges 

on the paraders, students and others, but had clubbed stu-

dents and citizens moving along peaceably on the footwalks. 

There seemed to be good evidence that Rollit had been 
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clubbed from behind, on the walk, though he was doing 

nothing disorderly. 

It was pointed out that the University did not, 

like some European universities, take charge of student 

discipline in the streets, and that consequently it could 

not intervene in individual cases where another authority 

exercised discipline, even if that discipline were unjust 

or barbarous. 

Suggestions were made that the university au-

thorities communicate with one or two members of the 

City Council, McGill graduates, informally, and try to 

discover some working arrangement for the future. 

Finally, it was suggested, and after some dis­

cussion approved, that as a first step Professor Stanl&y 

communicate with the Chancellor and let him know tha.t 

the Committee of Deans were strongly of the opinion that 

the time had arrived when the University authorities take 

the matter of such student parades under advisem~nt. 

and also see whether the municipal authorities would come 

to some reasonable understanding about police methods in 

deal ing \Ji th such parades in future. 



r~a~ch 31, 19.31. 

Professor Stanley called a meeting of the Deans, to 
report on action taken on meeting of March 24th, and to com­
municate the Principal's message about an Honorary Degree to 
Premier R. B. Bennett. 

De a n Ma r tin 
Dean Eve 
Dean MacKay 

Present: 

Dean Johnson 
Dean Corbett 
Prof. E. Brown representing 

Faculty of Engineering 
Prof. Stanley 

Professor Stanley reminded the meeting that on the very 
evening after the last meeting, the Chief of Police had been 
asked to resign. He said that he had seen Mr. Beatty on the 
following morning and laid before him a copy of the ~inutes of 
the Deans' Meeting of March 24th. Mr. Beatty had thought the 
discussion very wise, and approved the decision of the Deans. 
He had undertaken the task of getting an understanding with 
the new Chief of Police, so that incidents like the assault 
on Schnyder and Rollit might be obviated, and that the~e might 
be some reasonable understanding with the police, that so long 
as property was not destroyed by students, and really riotous 
behaviour indulged in, spontaneous parades in celebration of 
an athletic victory should not be regarded as a breach of the 
peace. Furthermore, clubbing should not be resorted to as 
a regular police method of clearing traffic. 

The meeting thought that the matter might safely be 
left with the Chancellor. 

Professor Stanl~y said that Dr. Penfield, in charge 
of Rollit, reported him to-day as out of danger of permanent 
injury. 

Professor Stanley brought the matter up of an 
honorary degree to Premier Bennett. The Principal had spoken 
of this before his departure and had also written from Ceylon, 
ask ing that a Deans' 1:ee t ing migh t be hel d in time to make 
this recommendation to the April meeting of Corporation. 

A discussion followed. 
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It was pointed out that the degree was given to 
Mr. Bennett in his capacity of premier. This elicited the 
remark that we had given a degree to Premier King, but only 
after long office, whereas Yr. Bennett had been in office 
for a few months only. 

Prof. stanley mentioned that he had heard this ob­
jection also, and that he had spoken of the matter to the 
Chancellor. The 8hancellor had pointed out that the degree 
which would be given as a matter of course to Lord Bess­
borough, the Governor-General, and our Visitor, would have 
to be given, since the time was so near, at the regular 
sprring Convocation, and that in courtesy to our Visttor 
we should give him a degree alone, and let him have the 
stage to himself, as it were. ~r. Beatty also had ex­
pressed the opinion that t .• e University should avoid any 
suspicion of partisanship and that as some people would 
certainly compare the length of the resnective premierships 
it would be wise to delay a little longer in Premier Bennett's 

case. 

The question was askeo. whether Yr. Bennett had 
been approache in the matter, and whether he had answered. 

Prof. stanley: The Principal told me t~at he had written 
to ~r. Bennett but that up to the time of the PrinCipal's 
leaving Mr. Bennett had not replied. No reply had co~e to 
the office in the Principal's absence. 

It was agreed by all that no further steps be 
taken about Hr. Be*nett at present. There was a discussion 
of "men of science and letters" being proposed for degrees, 
but no proposals were made. 

There followed a discussion as to the advisability 
of having a "standing Committee on University Policy", 
named by the PrinCipal, or composed in some other way, to 
advise him on questions that involved the university pro­
ceeding in this direction and that. A definition of 
"University policy" was asked: every single question that 
came up was often all university policy. 

To this it was replied that sometimes, by a nartial 
endowment or otherwise, the University was asked to plunge 
into some new course, the end of which might not be foreseen 
at the time. Also every department naturally asked to be 
s~rengthened, and this meant additional expense. In itself 
this assistance might be necessary, and yet, relatively 
and weighed with other needs, the assistance might be in­
defensible. Vould not the Principal value advioe from a 
stan~ing committee of this kind? (It was understood, of 
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course that any University President sought adviae 
informally. But those who were consulted informally 
had no reason, as things were, to take a long and 
reasoned view of such matters. A Standing Committee 
might.) 

The unw1eldiness of Corporation was 
commented upon. It was also pointed out that a 
committee of deans, or any merely representative com­
mittee would take an average view, and never show any 
initiative in action, or resolution in rejection. 

It was agreed, finally, not to make any 
definite formal suggestion to the Principal, but to 
~pprise him of the present discussion. Professor 
Stanley said he would make a memo of it, circulate 
it to the Deans for their approval, and then show it 
to the Principal on his return. 



September 18, 1931. 

A meeting of Deqns Vlas held on ··.·ednesday, at 

3.30 p.m. in the ~rincipal's Office at which there were 

present: 

Dean Ira 1.1acLa.y 
Dean J.P.~artin 
Dean E. Brown 
Dean Johnson 
.tC ting Dean Lemesurier (Law J 

The qu~stion of honorary degrees was discussed 

and the meeting adjourned until Friday at 3.30 p.m. 

The adjourned meeting, at which the above Deans 

were present, met to re-consider recommen ations for 

honorary degrees to be conferred at a ~onvocation held 

during .eunion week. 

The Graduates SOCiety through its Secretary had 

recommended that degrees be granted to 

. . "-. 

Hon. 
Hon. 

Ca.rl- le 
A.C ••• uth'1rford 
• ". ..: tev'ar t 

Francis ·'m. :'~cLenn'ln 

and the Jommittee of ~e_ns decided un~nimously to recomnend 
·V ~ 

the n"M6S of rlutherford and McLennan. hS on ~revious occa.sions 

the recommenda tion ::;oncerning 1"r. C tewart ms not a.pproved. 

ir. Carlyle, it was pointe out, had already been granted a 

degree by Corporation but had never presented hi~self. In 

addition to these names it was decided to recommend to Cor-

~oration that honorary degrees be granted on the above-mentioned 

oc cas ion to 

di> / 

Harvey Jmi th t UD. of HI innipeg 
llajor-neneral R.U.Patterson, 

Surgeon-General US.ArmY. 
~he meetine adjourned. 



September 25, 1931 . 

A meeting of Deans was called by the Principal 

on Thursday at 12. a . m. to give further consideration 

to the honorary degrees to be a arded at the Graduates' 

Reunion Jonvocation. 

There were present: 

Dean Ira 'acKay 
D J a n C. F • 1':a r t i 11 

Dean E. BroVln 
Dean Johnson 
Dean Douglas Clarke 
Dean Barton 
Acting Dean Lemesurier 
ct ing ::Jean ~'a1sh 

The Secretary of the Graduates' Society had informed 
()....t-

the Principal that the omen of the 'lumni recommenued 

rrofessor C~rrie Der:ok, Eme.itus Irofessor; that they 

were not interested in a degree for General Patterson 

but were agreeable to a degree for Dr. Harvey mith; 

that the President of the Graduates' Society suggested 

that a degree should be given to the Prime ]:inister, 

Right Honorable R.B.Bennett . 

The Deans un.nimous1y agreed to recommen an 

honorary degree for Mr. Bennett; but they refused to 

sanc t ion one fo r J"is s Derick . They reviewed agai n the 

cases of Smith and Patterson and decided to recommen 

them for the degr.e. ~~ 



MI NUTE S OF 1IEET nm OF DEANS 

January ' 30, 1933. 

At a meeting held in my office to-day at 2.30 p.m. 

the fo llowing were pr e sen t: 

Dean 
Dean 
Dean 
Dean 

Ira ~!acKay 

Johnson 
Brown 
Corbett 

Jea n N.artin 
Dean Eve 
Dean Douglas Clarke 
Acting Dean ~alzh 
Acting Dear. Snell 

It was decided to recommend the honorary degree of 

Lt.D. for Sir Arthur Salter on the occasion of his visit to 

McGill on April 18th, and also to recommend that an honorary 

degree be offered to the Honorable Viment Massey, to be con-

farred on him on the occasion of the spring Convocation. 

It was suggested that the High School Hall would 

not be sufficiently large to acconIDodate all those who would 

nish to hear Sir Arthur. One of the churches was suggested. 

After a discussion of the Carnegie Grant of v 15 ,OOO 

to encourare undergraduate reading by purchase of books 

Dean Eve undertook to arranhe for such a consultation with 

the members of the Faculty of :~rts and Science as would enable 

rr. Lomer to be helped concerning the books it muld be 

advisable to purchase. 

The Deans di scus sed the Annual Report. I asked 

what sli'";gestions they had for cutting it down, stating that 

I was anxious to reduce the Size, in view of present stringent 

financial conditions. I asked if they felt the Deans' Reports 

should be merely summarized in the nain section. 'l'hey fe 1 t 

that we should continue to print the Deans' Reports, but that 

no Iepartrr.ental reper ts should be printed. ':'he Deans should 



ask each meMber of their ~'aculty at the ~ead of a Depar trrent 

for a rerort, which they could boil doun to sonething readable. 

Dean Eve felt that we should continue to print the list of 

winners of scholarehips. ~r. Johnson sugr,ested that we ought 

to have a statistical officer uhose business it would be to 

colI e c tall s tat i s tic s • ':'he Deans felt tha t the research 

report was .orth printing and should be continued. 

The meeti1~ was adjoUrned to Ireet again at 2 . 30 

Tuesday, February 7th, 1933. 

Pr':ncipal 



2!.!l!UT ES OF MEETING OF DEgHS 

February 21, 1933. 

At a IIB eting of Deans held in my office to-day at 

2.30 p.m., the following were present: 

Dean Ira MacKay 
Dean Johnson 
Dean Brown 
Dean Corbett 
Acting Dean Snell 

Dean Martin 
Dean Eve 
Dean Douglas Clarke 
Acting Dean Welsh 

It was decided to recommend to Corporation that 

the degree of Doctor of Laws honoris causa be awarded to Pre-

eident Keppel of the Carnegie Corporation. 

The Deans also considered a form ~epared by the 

Comptroller, to be filled in by professors, heads of departments 

and others, for the purpose of enabling the Comptroller to arrive 

at the correct estimate of the cost of maintaining the different 

D~partments in the University. As I expected, there was a hos-

tile reaction to any question asking professors how they spent 

their time in the summer months. 

After much futile debate, it was left to Dean 

Brown of Engineering, Dean Johnson of Science and Mr. Bentley 

;0 take such steps as would enable a correct accounting to be 

made of the cost of the Physics Department, the Chemistry De-

partment and the Departments in the EngineeriIl£,; Faculty. From 

the information gained in this survey, we shallbe better able to 

extend the system to the rest of the University. 

At five o'clock the meeting adjOurh~. 

Chairman. ~l 
~ 



MEETING OF DEANS 

Pre sent: 

April 10, 1933. 

3:00 p.m. 

(The Principal in the Chair) 

Clarke 
Walsh 
Bro n 

Deans, MacKay 
Eve 
Martin 
.Tohnson 
Corbett Absent: Professor Snell 

At 8. meeting of Deans held this afternoon, I submitted 

the following suggestions for Honorary Degrees:-

Hon. WaIter Mitchell, proposed by Dean Laird. The 

Committee turned down this suggestion. 

~n A. Dresser, proposed by the Faculties of Engineering 

and Graduate Studies • The Committee approved. 

.Tohn L. Paton, r.~.A. President Memorial Universi ty 

College, Newfoundland, proposed by myself. The Committee agreed. 

Frederick P. Grove, Canadian author, proposed by Dean 

Corbett of the Facult y of Law; se co nded by Dean MacKay. 

I was asked to consult the Department of English. (later: 

The Departme n t of Eng li sh do not a pp rove. ) 

Archibald MacMecllan, late Professor of English at 

Dalhousie University. Proposed by Dean Corbett. I was 

asked to consult the Department of English. (later: The 

Department of English do not approve.) 

Cardinal Villineuve, proposed by myself, because I 

feel we should extend th e honour to a leading Frenc h Canadian. 

The Committee approved, but the usual indecisive discussion 

took place as to what the possible reaction might be on the 

Protestant Churches. 

I then proposed as an alternative Lieutenant Governor 



• 
Carroll. The Committee approved, if Cardinal Villineuve 

refused • 

As another alternative I proposed Hon. Mr. Justice 

Rinfret of the Supreme Court Bench. The Committee approved 

of Rinfret as a third French-speaking Canadian if the other 

two declined. 

I brought up the question of discipline for those 

responsible for the issues of THE BLACK SHEEP. I asked the 

Deans, as a Committee on Morals and Discipline, if they wished 

to take further action, but they felt that as the paper had 

now ceased to exist the matter had best be dropped. 

The ba! ~nc e of the afternoon wa s spen t di scu ss ing the 

budget and the principles that should be applied in any 

curtailment of appropriations. All most indefinite and in­

c onclu si ve. 

The meeting adjourned at six o'clock. 

""""-Princ i pal. 

Chairman. 


