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.• D. ·cLennan. Ssq., 
Ex~cut4ve s~cretary, 

The Grndnatos t Society, 
··oG111 University. 

Den!" Slr:-

/ 

Januar Sth9 1927 • 

Let ne aokncvledee receipt of 
your letter of Jsnusry 7th, to which was ttaohed 

cnpy of a Resolution ~6ssed by the Exeoutlv 
OOIn'!'llt .ea of the ~~11l Gra.duates' Sooiety_ I 

f 

.... s11r"ll be very pl'Ga.sed to 1118.0e this be:fore the 
Board o~ Governors at the nar.t meetine. and in the 
merntime ~ ean glv~ you th& ~s.ur~noe th~t 1 sball 
add to th Building C'OT'll!l1ttee one of' :tho " . ('~overno:rs 
e1 eted by the Gra uates ~s their representative. 

:'ay ! < 1:,0 tell :,",,0" th, t the 
Bonrd of Gov9rnor are not in thA habit of acting 
in 1'1. ~T hn ty a.y with rei' ,rAnGe to a buildine 
proeramme, 8.'I1d the1!"a ls ,,1 .5YS plenty of OIlfortunl ty 
for the Graduates t l'anrenentat1vAS on the Board of 
Governors to maJts themsol VOB hoard and to i:npress 
upon tho Governors ths vie~s of tho graduate body. 

Yours i"ni tllfully,. 
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alter ~olson. E~o., 
2~1 '''oGl11 St!'set. 
··ontreal. 

Do$l.:t' S1r:-

January 8th. 1927. 

I aM enolosing herewith oOPY 
o~ ~ Resolution passed by the Exe ut1ve Oommittee 
of the G~aduste Soelet1 and fo 'srded to me by 
·r. ·oLennan, the £:!:ec'"Jt1ve Secre. tar1. 

ll. my l' pI./' I hp"l'9 civ,en J r 
"'e:,cnnan the escuraneo t.l1s.t I "oult bring the 
~8tter bofore thA Bo~rd of GGvernors. and t~at in 
the meantime I wClld Bnk on or those Gov91nors 
(}1octau by: the Gredu8 to ~ocietY' ~.S their- ~rres9n..., 
tnt1vas to ~orv on the f,u1ldine Co~~1tt e. I 
th re:fo:"ft haVe rm.ch ::."laasur3 1"L rsk:Lne if" you 'rill 
oonsent to ' ~H··"Q on th'?.t COrlMlttee .. ,. 

Prinoipal. 

• 



H. M. MAcKAT, B.Sc., President 
W. G. HANSON, B.Sc., Hon. Treasurer 
W. C. NICHOL!;ON, B.A., B.C.L., Hon. Secretary 

THE GRADUATES' SOCIETY OF 

:§flc~i11 l1niber~itp 

W. D. McLENNAN, B. ARCH., Executive Secretar) 
McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTRBAL 

PHONE UPTOWN 5920 

',iontreal, January 7th, 1927 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,LL.D., 
Principal, McGill Uni versi ty, 
MONT?EAL. 

Dear Sir:-

I am instructed by the Executive Committee 

of the Gradua.tes I Society to bring to your attention the 

enclosed resolution which has been unanimously apIJroved 

by the Committee, and would request tha.t the same be 

brought to the attention of the Board of Governors. 

Yours very truly, 

WDMcL/DP. 
Encls ••••• 1 
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H. M. MACKAY, B.Sc., Presidenf 
H. W. MORGAN, B.A., Hon. Treasurer. 
T. S. STBWART, B.A., B.C.L., Hon. Secretary 

THE GRADUATES' SOCIETY OF 

;fflc~ill 1inibtt1)itp 

W. D. McLBNNAN, B. ARCH., Executive Secretary 
McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL 

PHONB UPTOWN 582.0 

May 18th, 1928. 

Sir Arthur W.Currie, G.U.M.G.,K.C.B., 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir:-

I gives me great pleasure to convey to 

you the following Resolution, proposed by Mr.George 

S.Currie, seconded by Mr.John T.Hackett, and unanimously 

carried at the Semi-annual meeting of the Council of the 

Graduates' Sooiety of MoGill University: 

Resolved: 

Tha.t this Meeting, representing the Gradua.tes 

of MoGill University, wish to express to Sir Arthur Currie 

their appreciation of the fine spirit and high oourage which 

prompted him, at great personal sacrifioe, to free from 

aspersion the honour of those who, during the closing days 

of the War, directed the movements of the Canadian Corps 

in whioh so many of their Members were proud to serve. 

Yours sinoerely, 



H. M. MACKAY, B.Sc., President 

H. W. MORGAN, B.A., Hon. Treasurer. 

T. S. STEW ART, B.A., B.C.L., Hm. Secretary 

THE GRADUATES' SOCIETY OF 

.fflc~ill l1nibtr~it!' 

W. D. McLBNNAN, B. ARCH., Execfifive Secretary 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL 
PHONE UPTOWN 582.0 

October 18th, 1928. 

Sir Arthur Currie. , G.C .M.G. ,K.C .B., 
McGill University, 

Montreal, 
Que. 

Dear Sir:-

I have pleasure in conveying to you 

the following res olut ion, which v/S.s unanimously passed 

at the Annual Meeting of the Graduates' Society of 

McGill University held in Montreal on October 9th last 

after being moved by Dr.A.T.Ba.zin and seoonded by Mr. 

A.P.Mu.rray -

Resolved that the Secretary be asked to convey 
to Sir Arthur Currie the satisfaotion felt by this 
meeting of the news of his recovery from his recent 
illness, and tha.t he be further informed of the 
gratification felt by the Graduates' of McGill 
University at his unanimous choice by the ex-service 
men of Canada as President of the Canadian Legion 
of the British Empire Service League. 

Yours very truly, 

EXECUT lVE SECRETARY 

WDMoL/G 
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~rabuatrs' ~nrirty of flr~tll lItuturrsity 

G. S . CURRIE. B.A .• PRESIOItNT 

H. W . MORGAN. B.A •• HON. TREASURER 

PUBL ISHERS OF THE 

"MCGILL NEWS" 

T. S. STS;WART. B.A. B .C.L. .. HON. SECRETARY 

MCGIL.L UNIVERSITY. MONTREAL. 

G. B. GL.ASSCO. B.Sc .. EXECUTIVE SECRaTARY 

Dr. C. F. Martin, 
Acting Principal, 
McGill University, 
City. 

Dear Doctor Martin: 

PHONE UPTOWN 15920 

April 29, 1929. 

The last "Directory of Graduates· was compiled 
and published in 1924, when the University assumed half the cost of 
the publication, which amounted to a total of v2.764.47. 

The Graduates' Society undertook to mail the 
copies sold outside the University, which cost approximately an 
additional ~85.00. There were printed a total of ,1600 copies. 

It is now proposed to compile and publish 
a directory during the next few months, the need of which has been 
felt, and the use of which would be especially valuable during the 
forthcoming financial campaign. 

In fact, it has been suggested by the Exec
utive Committee of the Graduates' Society that an up-to-date directory 
would be such an advantage for the purpose of the campaign, - that it 
might rightfully be considered a campaign expense, if the undertaking 
is proceeded with this year. 

The Executive Committee have asked me to write 
you, to request you to bring this before the Board of Governors for 
their consideration. 

We have 7,705 addresses of living graduates 
and past students, and we estimate approximately 1,000 living grad
uates and past students whose addresses have been lost through their 
moving from place to place. 



2. 

Dr. C. F. Martin -

Ne propose to try to get in touch with these through 
their classmates, by listing them all by clas~and publishing the 
list in pamphlet form, to be sent to all the graduates whose add
resses are known, with an appeal for their co-operation, by advising 
us of any of their friends whose new address is known to them. 

The expense of publishing and mailing these pamphlets 
would be an extra expense to the cost of the directory, so that the 
directory published this year would probably cost altogether $3.500.00. 

We hope th~t you will be kind -enough to bring this 
before the next meeting of the Board of Governors. 

Yours sincerely, 

Executive Secretary. 
GBG/GJW 



m4t 

~rabuatt5' ~ntirty uf jlt~ill l!tuiurr1Iity 
G . S . CURR IE. B .A .• PRISIOENT 

H . W . ,",ORGAN . B .A . • HON . TREASURE R 

T . S. STI:WART. B .A . B .C .L •• HON . S ECRE TARY 

PUBLISHERS OF THE 

" MCGILL NEWS" 

G . B. GLASSCO, B.Sc ., E XE CUTIVE S ECRET ARY 
McGILL UNIVERSI TY. MONTREAL 

Dr. C. F. Martin, 
Acting Principal, 
McGill University. 

Dear Doctor Martin: 

PHONE UPTOWN 5920 

May 9, 1929. 

Further to our letter of April 29th, we 
would like to make our position clesr in regard to the publication 
of a "Direotory of Students" this year. 

While the publication of a revised direot
ory was felt to be especially valuable this year, in order that it 
might be an aid to the University in the forthcoming financial oam
paign, yet the Graduates ' Society does not feel that for our own 
purposes and excepting the above purpose, there would be a~v nece s
ity to proceed with it unless the Board of Governors woul d desire 
its undertaking as a campaign expense . If they so desi r e it , we 
would be willing to assist in its publication, or to supervise the 
work ; and it was felt we should advise them of the probable oost 
of the work and of the means we propose to t ake to carry it out , 
especially in regard to obtaining corrections for the lost address
es. 

Trus t ing the information given in our 
letter of April 29t~ will enable you to determine whether such a 
"Directory" for the purposes of the oampaign would be worth t he_ 
expense involved, 

Fai thfully yours , 

GBG/GJ"N Execut i ve Seoretary. 



DI~CTORY - ~ 

No. C012ies Original 1500 
Reprints 100 
Tota.l 1600 

Sold 798 
Gratis 447 
On Hand 355 

1600 

Preparation, Printing 
and publishing $ 2,764.47 

Mailing (Estimated) 85.00 

$ 2.849.47 



3rd May, 1929. 

1" ~r. 1& seo 1 

i J. • v a post-c rei z>rtnted 

c !ording to the clel. torm: or cna~ i in any 

ay you 8 e fit J ne!. it k rOund to hers of the 

CradUll1.uo' S~c1et.Y who ro 1n loons Clty. 

oull you ... lao 

Pl"intlng tic~ats 'Of 
!)p c.ivl col.otlr for t 18 purpo •• J 

nd tell hi.&.; I ked you tn do eo. 

G. GlllSSCO t q. , 
Execut iV8 ecr t ry, 
Graduate.' Society. 

Yours sincerely t 

//~---
L-



.GILL UNIV ·RSr~1 .... 

YOIl are coraially invit cl to atte cl the 

A ua1 Cony cation, which will t kG plaoe on 

dne al, Y 29th, at 11.00 a .• in ha 

C p1tol heatre. Seat. ill be roserved tbo 

Gallery for all graduates. 

icketl y be obt inad by xchan Jing 

tni oard at the G111 Union b tw en y 20th nd 

nd inclusive. After thie J tickets ",U1 b 

ttared to other friend. or the University. 

G. 01 .. eo 

Seer t5iry. 
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~rabuatrs' ~nrirty of flt~tll lltuturrstty 

O. S . CURRIE . B .A .. PRle l OENT 

H . w. MORGAN. B . A .. HON . TREASURER 

T . S. STEWART . B .A . S .C.L .. HON . SECRITARY 

PUBLISHERS OF THE 

" MCGILL NEWS" 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY , MONTREAL 

G. B. GL.ASSCO. B .Sc .. EXECUTIVE SECRUARY 

June 1, 1929. 

Sir Arthur VI. Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,LL.D., 
PrinCipal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir: 

PHONE UPTOWN 15920 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Graduates ' Society of McGill University, held on .~ay 30th, it was 
unanimously resolved that: 

"This Committee desires to express its gratifi
cation on the return of Sir Arthur Currie to 
the University and to express its hearty wishes 
for his continued enjoyment of good health. " 

It is a pleasant duty to send you this advice of 
the above resolution. 

Yours very truly, 

GBG/GJW Executive Secretary. 



Gordon B. Gl s eo,Es o., 
xeeutlve Seer tary. 

Gra 'at ' Socl ty , 
oGlll Univer ity. 

D ar r. Glassoo:-

June 4th, 1929. 

It was great pleasure tor 
me to reoelve your communleatio of Jun 1st, 
tolll g me of h resolution p s d t the last 
m etln~ of th Ex out Committee of th 
Grndu test Society Of oGill Univ r Ity. 

PI ase give y th nk to 
those oonoerned. I 0 nnot tell you how glad I am 
to be baok at ork gain and to feel confident 
that by the time the next ses ion op us I shall 
pull my full eieht in the d~lu1 tration of 

oGi11. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



W~t 

.......... ~rttltUtttt.a~ ~nritty of flr~ill lltniUtf.aity 

G. S. CURRIE. B.A. , PRESIDENT 

H. W . MORGAN, B . A .. HON . TREASUREft 

T . S. STEWART, B.A . B .C.L. .. HON . SECRETARY 

G. B. GL.ASSCO. B .SC . , EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

A. P. S. Glassco, Esq., 
Secretary & Bursar, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir: 

October 5, 1929. 

PUBLISHERS OF THE 

" MCGILL NEWS" 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY , MONTREAL 

PHONE UPTOWN 5920 

We are writing to advise you that as a result of the 

elections which were completed on September 30th, 1929, to fill vacancies 

arising among the officers of the Graduates' Society, that Dr. C.W. Colby 

has been elected as the Graduates' Society's r~resentative on the Board 

of Governors of the University. 

Yours very truly, 

GJW Executive Secretary. 



October 14th, 1929. 

E.. tty. E ~ •• K.C.,LL.D., 
Ch~nc llor of cGill Un! erslty. 
Tontr 'tI.9. 

Dear Oh ncellor:-

Dr. C. • Colby ha 
SOc t1 sits repre 
of the Un1ver lty. 

Th! e 11 an 1nt1 at10n that 
cted by the Gr du test 

t . e on the Bo rd of Go ernor 

You t th Graduates 
usu 11y su mitted to th of those ho 

ere p for election nd our ~~ard exp e~ d its con
sent. or otherwl • This ye r, 0 lng to tber being 
ne Ex cutive S cret ry of the Gradu t t Society,this 
lntl ation as not 1 en to u. I hope you 111 ov r
look the falling of tb Gr duet t Socl ty Secretary 
and that Dr. Co1by ,111 b oordiall :e100 d to tb 
Board. 

Yours faithfully. 

Prinoipal. 



PUBLISHERS OF THE!: 

"THE McGILL NEWS" 
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~ra~uatr.s' ~nrirty nf ~r~ill lIlniurr.stty 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

PHONE MARQUETTE 9181 

December 5, 1929. 

On behalf of the Graduates' Society 
may I extend to you our congratulations on this anniversary of 
your birthday, with which 1s coupled our very best wishes for 
your continued health and happiness. 

We appreciate very much the consider
ation you are giving to the aims and activities of the Graduates' 
Society. 

Faithfully yours, 

---
GJW Executive Secretary. 



.. 

G. B. Gl 8 CO, E q., 
Z outlv S or tary, 

D 0 r 5. 192 • 

Gr du t '5001 ty or cGl11 Un! r lty. 
00111 Unlv ra1ty. 

D r r. Gl 8800, 

lndn s in 
lrthd y_ 

th t I r a1 
durln the p 

your good 1 h , 

I 

n 

ly your 
y 
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1 • 
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X!lie/~~~~d 
H , M , JAQUAYS, -~onk~«£?tamar/cr 

Sir Ar~hur ~. Gurrie, K.C.~.,G.C.~.G.,L.L.D., 

rincipal ~nd Vice-~hancellor, 
... cGill Univers.:.t~, 
l':ontrelll. 

Dear ~ir Arthur: 

rew da s a 0, when we were disc~ssilig 
... cGill Gr duate affairs, I T:l.cntioL.ed to you that 1e hoped 
~o hllve a 60cie1 ~atherin of Graduates at the Union 90rr.e 
t:me the 1 tter part of Januar. ~his is now scheduled 
for January 29th. Durinu our discussion you mentioned the 
:act t1.at .(OU ould be b1ad to s_eaL: to t' .. c Graduates at 
t~:s atherin, and I s writing you this l':'ne to advise 
yo). of t .. le date of the eet'n Ilnd to see :f.:.t ill be 
COLV .ielt for you to be uith IS on tLat evenine· 

. t5.1k from ou on :'c0111 r.e..tters v;ould 
be very much cppreclated by the Grlldl.'..ates. '''e would 
prefer you to be the only speaker that e wLin. ~f, 
h . vcr, JO :e 1 that ,e are asking too Luch of yOQ 
and that you would refer to _ake onl~ a sLort address, 
'\le miGht 8.s:r sO!" .. e other Graduate to sa .. e few ords. 
's I st ted above, houever, i: yo~ .ee1 disposed to do it 
ile wou~ _ LUC: .,re er a talk fro.l ;you alone, and. ou d,ll 
please un'erstan~ that the second suu~estion is ut forward 
o!'lly ,,0 advise ou t .... at 7e lould. be un tillir. at tLis time 
to place an l..mdue burden upon ;y OU. I am ::inC ~:r. r;.ordon 
Cl~ssco ~o see you in t~is connection, nd I oincerely hope 
that we may have the pleas1...re of :learinc you spea::: to us on 
the 29 the 

. .:.sr ... in<.. you t:le Co.npliLents of the ~easo!'l and 
a Very Ha.~y and Pro gerous Year to Come, 

Sincere IJ your s, 

/ /' // (7 ~ _ 
"~~~tf 

(, /, 



__ J , 

~~r&~~~aak~?U/ed 
H . M . JAQUAYS. - '~~(??7L?fanach 7th JunuarJ ~930. 

S':'r . ..,.rthur • Curroe. :t°.C.B., G.C.u:.G •• 1 . ..... . ...... , 
Principal and 7ice-~hancellor, 
.. c G i 11 l T n: v er sit Y , 
.... ontreal. 

_ear Sir b.rthur, 

Your letter of January 6th h s ~ust 

reached me, ~nd I an very much leased by your decision to 

s eak to the ~raduates on January 29th. 

Yours sincerely, 

, 
H:' J / G.u • 



6th J nu ry, 1930 

H. • quay, sq • ., 
h t 1 Comp ny of Can a, 

o 1'1 t roe 1 • 

D ar r. J quays, 

fourth. 
r ply h 
"'p 

o 

I r of the 
in 

Cord! 11 r ol~roo tine 
your ~ood ui'h G, 

I run. 

v r yours f it ful17. 

Pr1n 1p 1. 
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PUBLISHERS OF THE 

"THE McGILL NEWS" 

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL 

PHONE MARQUETTI!: 9181 

January 30, 1930. 

I cannot let this morning pass 
without writing on behalf of the Graduates' Society,and espec
ially the Montreal Branch of it, to thank you for your eloquent? 
timely~ and effective address, which you gave at our entertainment 
last night. 

On all sides this speech was received 
by the graduates with marked enthusiasm, and with inward real
ization of the problems confronting the University. 

Sincerely yours, 

GJW Executive Secretary. 



30th January, 1930 

Mr. Gordon Glassco, 
The Graduates' Society 

Dear Mr. GlasBco. 

I am indeed grateful 
for your nice letter in this morning's 
mail with referenc e to what I said to 
the Gradua tes last night. It was a 
very great pleasure to me to be p resent, 
and I think the function, or something 
similar to it, might be repeated. 

Ever yours faithfully, 

Princ · pal. 



J// --' cN' / 0/ (2/ CP 
J/2e,~C"{ u~~(!JAWa'ak.Jmukd 

H. M. JAQ UAYS. 

VIC1!:-PRE B I O ENT 
-~/I&(?aL7Janach Jan. 30th, 1930. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, K.C.B.,G.C.M.G.,t.t.D., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
UcGill University, 
lontreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

I feel that last night I failed to expres 
to you at all adequ tely my thanks for what you did for 
our Gradu test Meeting. 

It would indeed be difficult for me to tell 
you how much I appreci ted your moat eloquent and inspiring 
words. Could you, however, have heard a8 I did after our 
Meeting the words of enthusiastic appreciation that were 
expressed by every Graduate to whom I h d an opportunity of 
speaking, you would, I am sure, have felt somewhat repaid 
for the great amount of time and thought that your address 
must have demanded. 

The Council of the Montreal Branch of our 
Graduates' Society is deeply indebted to you. le could 
have had nothing more inspiring done for us than that hich 
you did last night, and I hope that the seed which you 
planted will bear good fruit for McGill. 

Sincerely yours, 

HMJ/RH 



H. ... Ja-quay It E q., 

31st J nU.r;( t 
1 9 3 0 

ha ~teol amp ny of Canada, L1 it 
ontre 1. • 

d ar "r. J quays, 

indeo gratoful 
to you for the kind 1 ooi this 

I ut 110I:l th t fo ling 
com c .h fools thnt 

omethlng 0 th hi le han b n don. I 
thouGht -the er du to do 3 apl ndid bo-
einnine. ~n I that moro gathorincs 
of a sicil r n nill folIo • 

or yourc f lth ully, 

Prln"lp 1. 



January 30, 1930. 

Slattery, 

etto" , 
r a 1. 

D ar lr ... 

I am in od er t ful 
spae hleh you e v in oonn et on uith 
t lk to tho eGtll Graduato t Soei ty 1 
ovoning. l)ut I 0. fr 1 th t I r.lUDt ha 
loft rnisund rat nding tn hind ot your 
roportor on the ub et 0 Dor Itori ft. 

or th 
my 

t 

I an 
the oxtr et hleh refor 
in ordor to corr et th 
{po . ibly through omo 
p rtJ I hould be oot 
publish it in full . 

ver yourD f lthfully, 

n 
uld 



PUBLISHERS OF THE 

"THE McGILL NEWS" 

m4t 
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL 

General Sir Arthur CUrrie, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
YcGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

January 9, 1930. 

Enclosed we are sending you a 

sample of each of three circular letters which we sent 

out yesterday to all Montreal graduates, exc~t that the 

first one in red ink was not sent to the women graduates. 

This circular refers to the grad-

PHONE MARQUETTE 9181 

uates' entertainment and contains the program for the evening. 

The second circular announces the 

proposed course of six free lectures for graduates. the number 

of repponses to this announcement will determine whether or not 

the course will be .put on. 

The third is an accouncement of enter-

tainments to be given in Moyse Hall, which we are sending out to 

t e graduates at the request of Colonel Bovey. 

Fa~. 
GJW Executive Secretary. 



e 

floutrral 1Brautq 
of t~r 
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JA. UARY 6, 1930. 

Graduates' Entertainment at the Union 
On January 29th the ?-'fontrcal Branch Socicty and the Studcnts' Council will entertain the Gradqate..; 

(mcn only) in thc ~IcGiIl Cnion, at 8.00 p.m. 

8.00 

8.15 

8.30 

8.45 

9.10 

9.20 

9.30 

10.00 

PROGRAl\I:\IE 

B.\. 'lO-:'.!..\. . . DOLI::\ CU;B 

BOXI!\G BOUTS 

SPECIALTY ACT-Baujo-J1falldolill Club and Russell IIale 

.\DDRESS BY SIR ARTRC'R W. CURRIE 

FREXCH SO:'\GS Palll Langlois 

PIRATE SO::\G-L. Scotl-JVoncriejJ and Male Chorus 

STUDE.·T SPEAKERS-Roch Pillard, Bo)'d Jl1'llell, Paul Jlelanson 

, o. '(,S BY ERROL A~lARO.· A!\D CnORes: 
"Alouctte" 
"Three Crows" 
"Hail Alma ?-.later" 

BCFFET SUPPER I. 'THE LOC 1 'GE, providing contacts with your old friends and clclssmates, 

THIS IS A SOCIAL G.\THERING and there will be no requests made on those present. Dress
informaL A frce edition of The McGill Daily ",ith articlcs of interest to the Graduates will be distributed . 

. .e CO~IE AND ING :\, 'OTHER l\lcGILL l\lAN \YITH YOC, as there are many ex-studcnts aI'd 
graduatcs who \\ ill not rccci\'e this im'it.ation, thcir present addresscs being unknown. 

Tickets 75c (No other charge nor solicitation) 

We hope you will come.-R.S.V.P. 

- ---------~-------- ------ -------~------~--------

Graduates' Soc iety 
McGill Uni\'('r~itr, 

Montreal. 
Date ................ , ... ,1930 

Please send me ........... ticket:; for the Gratluatc::;' Entertainment at the ;'lcGill C'nion on January 
29th, for which I enclose 8. . ...... (at 7 Sc per ticket). 

;Varne. .......... .. 

Address. '" . , ............................... . 

(You are requested to take a 
number of tickets and sell or 
pass them on to your friends) 

(Plcase make your cheque payahle to tl e C,raduatcs' Society, l\Ic( ,il\ lTni, ersity) 
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~rnlluatts' ~ntttty of tlr~tll lIlututrsity 

JANUARY 6, 1930. 

Series of Free Lectures to Graduates and their 
Families or Friends 

Arrangements can be made, if a sufficient number of our graduates exhibit their 
interest, to give a series of six lectures on Sunday afternoons at 3.00 p.m. in Moyse Hall, 

Arts Building, as follows:-

January 26-"Old Churches and Church Carving in the Province of 
Quebec" (Illustrated) ....... _ .. _. __ .. __ .. ___ . __ By PROF. TRAQUAIR 

February 2-"Montreal Merchants and the Northwest" (Illustrated) 

By PROF. MACDERMOT 

February 9-"Sight and Insight" (IIlustrated}. ______ ._ ..... By DR. BEATTIE 

February 16-"Ships and Shanties" (Illustrated} __ . __ .By PROF. TIJOMSO:-; 

February 23-"Vegetation of North America" (Illustrated) 
By PROF. LLOYD 

March 2-"James McGill" (IIlustrated} _____ . ______ By PROF. SURVEYER 

Before arrangements can be completed, we must know how many graduates will 

attend these lectures. They are free. Kindly use the slip below and mail to us 
immedia tely. 

GRADUATES' SOCIETY 
MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

Please send me __ . ___ ._ ... _ ... __ ___ ............... .free tickets for reserved seats at the series 

of "Graduates' Lectures" for myself and family or friends. 

NAME ...... _ .. ___ ._._ ......... _ ................. _ ....... ............ _ ........... _._._ .... _ .. _ .. _ ..... _ .. . 

ADDRESS .... _ ... ........ ... __ ..................... _ ...... __ ... _ ......... _ ....... __ ... _ ....... _ .......•. 



~qt tlSnnfrtal irantq nf tqt ~ra~uatta' ~nrirty nf tlSr~il1lttiutr5ity 
MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

January 6, 1930. 

Announcement! to our Graduate! refl'dent in Montreal 
(1) Children's Plays in Moyse Hall. 

Through the co-operation of the Department of English and the Department of Extra-Mural Relations 
of McGill University, four plays for children will be presented in 1Ioyse Hall, one play each month from January 
until April. 

The first performance will be on Saturday afternoon, the eleventh of January, at three o'clock, when 
"The Sleeping Beauty" wil! be presented. 

Tickets for the four plays may be obtained from the Comptroller's Office, McGill University. Price $2.00 
for the series; single tickets, SOc each. 

(2) Entertainments in Moyse Hall. 

(a) The following have been arranged by the "Moyse Hall Entertainments" Committee. 

Friday, Jan. 10-8.30 p.m. 

CONCERT 

THE LONDON STRING QUARTETTE 

The finest English String Quartette now playing 

Wed., Jan. 29, and Thurs., Jan. 30-8.30 p.m. 

PLAY 

"The Second Man" 

by S. H. BEHRMAN 

Produced by MISS MARTHA ALLAN 

Thurs., Feb. 20, Fri., Feb. 21, Sat., Feb. 22 
8.30 p.m. 

PLAY 

From a Selection of Modern Plays 

Produced by the MCGILL PLAYERS' CLUB 

Tues., Feb. 25-8.30 p.m. 

CONCERT 

THE MCGILL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Conducted by DR. DOUGLAS CLARKE 

Fri., March 7-8.30 p.m. 

PLAY 

"The Funeral, or Grief a la Mode" 

by SIR RICHARD STEELE 

Prod uced by the DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

Cb) The following have been arranged by the Faculty of Music. 

Thurs., Jan. 16-8.30 p.m. 

r 
Thurs., Jan. 23-8.30 p.m. 

CONCERT 

CLIVE CAREY 
CONCERT 

JOAN ELwEs 
Leading Exponent of English Folk Song 

In a Selection of English Folk Songs t 
In a Selection of Classical German and 

Modern English Songs 

Mon., Jan. 27-5 p.m. 

LECTURE 

DR. F. SANFORD TERRY 

Professor of History, Aberdeen University 

"Bach, the Historical Approach" 

Yours faithfully, 

G. B. GLASSCO, 
Secretary. 
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~ralluatrn' ~nrirty nf jl{r~lll l1ull1rrnUy 

PUBLISHERS OF THII MCGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL 

"THE McGILL NEWS" PHONE MARQUETTIE 9161 

Lieut. F. H. W. Bovey, 
Dept. of Extra-Mural Relations, 
},:cGill Uni versi ty, 
Montreal. 

January 2, 1930. 

Dear Sir: Re Lectures under arrangement with Montreal 
Branch Society. 

For your information we are listing below 
those lectures which the Exeoutive Counoil of the Montreal Branch 
Society seleoted as most suitable for the Sunday afternoon leotures 
to be given in Moyse Hall in the near future. 

Professor Title ~ Seleotion , ?7l-~ V' 
-c Survey er "James McGill" (Illus) 14 1 

S" ~'-

'J... " 

~? 
" 3 

1- -.) 

'12:' /Lloyd "Vegetation of North Aroerioa"l1 4 
(I11us 1 

"'Z.- V MacDermot "Montreal 1.~ercha.nts and 
\ the Northwest" (Illus) 12 2 

I t- Thomson "Ships and Shanties" (I11us) 15 5 
t-:-"" et VBeattie "Sight and Insight tl (IHus) 5 1 
~ t ./ Traquair "Old Churches and Church 15 1 

Carving in the Province of 
Quebec" (Illus) 

Scwst5tutcs, if r-ecessarx. 

Lomer 
Woodhead 

SI 

"How a Book is Made l1 (Illus) 11 
"A Glimpse of Greeo'e" (Illus) 16 

8 
3 

Fa~~. 
. .. 

Exeoutive Seoretary. 



CLARKSON , MCDoNALD , CURRI E & Co . 

... CHARTERED ACCOUN TANTS 

• 

Dear Sir .rthur:-

Tenth 
January 

1930 . 

In order to correct the 

impression you have received and to relieve 

your mind, I am enclosing a copy of Dr . 

Martin's letter to me . You will notice 

that there is no suggestion of investigating 

the administration of the University . 

sincerely, 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C •• G. , K.C. B., 
McGill University , 

rlontreal . 



COP Y: .. .. 
McGILL m~IVERSITY 

Montreal 

26th November 1929 . 

George S . Currie, Esq., 
President - Graduates' Society, 
~cG1ll Uni versi ty , Montreal . 

My dear George:-

I was very sorry I could not be present at the last 
meeting of the local Graduates' Society because I would like to ha.ve 
made some observat:ons which are the res~:t of my experie~ces out in 
the est . 

It is obvious:y very difficult to get local branches 
anywhere to ~eet at regular interva:s unless there is some very 
definite purpose or objective before them ~ To meet merely ~or the 
sake of getting together s Mc~ill graduates is, after all, rather 
wasted tim.e . 

Could we not in our loca: branch at a future mseting 
introd"J.ce a number of probleI!ls in which O".lr McGill graduates ould 
be interested, and then get small groups to form cocrmittees to look 
into these problems and bring forward to the branch meetings sug:es
tions as to their so:ution? If, for insta~ce, we had a committee of 
graduates interested, let us suy, in questions such as Athletics, or 
Libraries, or the contribution which the University might make with 

reference to our national needs in mining, in agriculture, and so on, 
and r.ave these committees formed mf men who are e~inently competent 
to deal with such problems , they could meet informally, and they 
could discuss these matters with the heads of the departments con
cerned, and could, perha~s, bring forward suggestions to the Governors 
of the ~niversity through the Executive o~ the Gradua~est Society, 
which wcu:d not only show active interest taken by the graduates in 
the University, but might ~ikewise be productive of m"J.ch good . 

It seems to me that if we are to keep the interest 
of t~e.grad"J.ates alive in this City, e ought to r,ive them something 
specl.fJ.c to do, and I do not know of any way in which this could be 
better done than bJ the formation of such groups with a s~ecial job 
to do . 

Nowhere throUf~out the est in any o~ the big centres, 
do the grad~ates meet reg~larly; when they c~me toeetter, it is only 
because some visitor appears to w~om they wish to show special courtesy, 
and such meetings are always f l,l of enthusiasm and teeming with en-
quiries as to why McGill does not do this, that and the other thing to 
improve the University . 

Our own local branch in ~ontreal is peculiarly and 
strategica:ly placed to confer great benefits on the Dniversity . 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) D. F. ~lAR:,m. 



21st Ja ry, 19 O. 

G org Curr 0, q •• 
Cl rkcon. • odonnld, Currio . Co p Dy. 

n t r 1 • 

D ar G orgo, 

o 

h G oreo 
in .ihlch the er 

ye r 0 

, 
person 



, 
- 2 -

oond re son for .hi 
r q et prob bly ri fro r. tty's p ooh 
to th 01 no tud nts shortly b toro Christna • 
wh r in h lt on th n cos ty of ongineor 
being ablo to plGin th ~Belv on ibly and 

ou at ly to 0 rd 0 ir otors. eta. 

hil 
dosirable, it appens 
our ngin ring noh re 
thl for.o ot in truotlon 

is 
ot 0. .... " .... "' 

xpertc in 
e the tin. 

Th thought ca to n tho 
h ro W 8 on t ine hieh a eomni t 0 of wr duutos 
might uldorta.ke. Sono of th n (mon like John 
n,o tt, ~.LftC 1d and numb r of other hOB 

~ill OQ"ur to you) probably 111':: nubllo 
pealtine and night ba 41 po d to C an hour 

thi 

k to thi forn of .orI·. 

nr cocplyi g lth tho 
o t of the fourth ye r tu ant , and , 

n1 r 1 nd f r t i ind 

miGht inter 
I h 11 b 

r y ur ith lly. 

PrO i 1. 

" 



MONTREAL QUEBEC TORONTO 
GEORGE C.MCDONALD, 
GEORGE S.CURRIE , 

KENNETH G BLACKADER, 
L.N.BUZZELL, 

RH KENN EDY, 
.J GRANT GLASSCO . 

G T. C LA R K SON 

H D.LOCKHART GORDON, 
R . .J DILWORTH . 

J A .DELALANNE. 
S H.DOBELL, 
TERENCE P . .JONES 
1-4 M S.LCWIN. 20/.5I~meJ ftV"..r'T Yb4T 

IIo/lrrea/ 
D L ROSS. 
F L WINDSOR 

TELEPHONE HARBOUR S294 

27th danuary, 1930 . 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.I .G., K.C.B., 
McGill University, 

Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I very much appreciate receiving 
your letter of the 21st instant. I have had a talk 
with WIT . ~aquays regarding the suggestion, and also 
with others. They have expressed considerable in
terest and are very keen that we should do something 
in the matter. 

There is a meeting of 16 ~utive 
on Thursday of this vleek, at which John I i~ -r twill 
be present. VIe shall talk it over and I will. be very 
glad of the opportunity of discussing the result with 
you afterwards. 

Yours s}nCerelY., 

~t2/{0~ 

GSC/HE. 
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PUBLISHERS OF THE 

" THE McGILL NEWS" 

Dear Sir: 

MCGILL UN IVERSITY, MONTREAL 

P HONE M ARQUETTIE 9 181 

May 23, 1930. 

Convocation at "Old McGill" takes place 

on May 29th when over four hundred students will receive thei r 

degrees. 

It is just 50 years since you received your 

degree from McGill University, and became one of the large number 

of graduates who repr esent their Alma ~ater in all parts of the 

wor ld . 

On behalf of the officers and members of 

the Graduates ' Soc iety of MeG!ll University , I have much pleasure 

in sending you our ancere congratulations upon the attainment of 

this anniversary of your graduation, and in wishing you many years 

of health and happiness . 

Yours Sincerely, 

GJW President 



·e 

THE STEEL COMPANY OF CANADA,L1MITED 

MONTREAL 'i.4 • 22nd, 931. 
H M. JAQUAYS 

VICE-PR!:SIOENT 

S':r rt.ur • Currie, ... C.B.,G.C.':.G.,L.L.D., 
rinc pal & V:c -Chancellor, 

.eGill "ni ver i ty, 
... ontreal. 

Dea.r Sir rthur: 

Ver ;.a.n t an ~ s fa r y u.r 
letter of A~~s 1St, 7

0 th Le at ched 
[.iv':n our ~ ... ro a.1 of" the i as hie. I 
ex res ed. re ... rd':'ng t:.e rela.Lionshi. f the 
Gr du teal ~ cietJ to ~cG 11 ~.iversit • 
I a.'1l ver ... uch ind bted to you for the trouble 
yo' ha.ve taken. 

Yours sine re~ 

l: -' 
..... \! / 'R 



,%!ZIfd~~~~ 
H. M. JAQUAYS. 

VICE·PRESIOENT 
-~r:m&(?d,?Jan~ ug. 17th, 1931. 

Sir Arthur I. Currie, K.C.B.,G.C.l .G.,L.L.D., 
Principal & Vice-Chancellor, 
!cGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

I had not read over the draft article 
concerning the Graduates' Society, which I left with you 
last night, and this morning I looked over my papers and 
saw that one paragraph for the final page was omitted. 
Possibly I left the two pages at your house, but in case 
I did not I am enclosing the final paragraph for your 
copy. 

Yours sincerely, 

mrJ/HH 
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The Graduates" Society 
and Its Work 

By H. M. JAQUAYS, President 

c 

[NOTE-'The following article has been written by the President of the 
Graduates' Society, outlining the wor~ of the Society and its relationship to the 
University. 

'That the ideas expressed in this review are endorsed by the Principal is shown 
by the following note which we have received from Sir Arthur Currie. n 

FOREWORD 

I have read with interest and approval the article appearing in this issue of 
'The McGill N.ews from the pen of the President of the Graduates' Society of 
McGill University- Mr. Homer Jaquays, M.Sc., M.A. '99. I wish all graduates 
of our University were as keenly interested in her welfare as Mr. Jaquays. I have 
often sought his advice and found it sane, helpful, and cheerfully given. 

Because we are a national institution our constituency ranges far and wide, 
and for that reason it is all the more difficult to get the full force of McGill opinion 
effectively behind any project. 

In the lives of all of us there are a few mountain tops, a few things that stand 
out more prominently than all the other experiences, a few things we reverently 
cherish. I am sure that in the hearts of the graduates of McGill, their Alma Mater 
is one of the mountain tops. Their continued interest in her welfare is one of her 
chief sources of strength. 

A. W. CURRIE 

FROM time to time there comes to the attention of those who are closely 
connected with the Graduates' Society of McGill University indisputable evi

dence of a lack of knowledge on the part of graduates regarding the work of the 
Society, the relationship existing between it and the University, and what it has 
accomplished in the past; while expressions as to what the Society should do, now 
and in the future, exhibit a lack of unanimity that is disconcerting to those who 
are attempting to carry on the work of the Society. 

Occasionally we hear the criticism that the Graduates' Society has accom
plished little in the past and is accomplishing little at the present time. These are 
matters on which everybody has a right of opinion, but we believe that before 
giving judgment a full knowledge of the facts should be obtained, and concerning 
the present, what is being attempted should be recognized. 

No comprehensive grasp of these matters can be obtained without reviewing 
briefly the history of the University and of the Society. In the first place, we must 



keep in mind that, although we have had our Centenary, McGill is not really an 
old university, as it was not until Sir William Dawson was appointed Principal 
in 1855 that the University really began to take an important place in the life 
of the country and to turn out graduates in any considerable number. Before 
that time, those interested in educational matters in the Province of Quebec 
had had rather an uphill row to hoe. 

Previous to 1801, when the Royal Institution for the Advancement of 
Learning was established by an Act of the Legislature, there were no free schools 
in the Province, and notwithstanding the passing of the Act, it was not until 
1818 that School Trustees were appointed. We are told that the first schools 
were one-room buildings of cedar logs; that in 1819 the total expenditure for educa
tion was £8~3.1O.0., and that t~ea'Yeragesalary of a teacher was £18.0:0. per annum. 

I mentIon the Royal InstltutlOn for the Advancement of Learmng because it 
supervised the establishment of McGill and directed the College in its infancy, 
for under the Act of 1801 all property and money given for educational purposes 
in the Province of Lower Canada were placed under the Institution's control. 

It was at this time, when educational facilities in the Province were so 
limited, that McGill came into existence. James McGill's will was made in 1811. 
He bequeathed to the Royal Institution for the Advancement of Learning, in 
trust, the sum of £10,000 and his Burnside Estate of 46 acres, on the condition that 
"McGill College" be established within 10 years of his death, which occurred in 1813. 

Montreal, at that time, was a city of from 12,000 to 15,000 inhabitants, the 
majority being French. In the year of James McGill's death, only 9 vessels 
entered Montreal from the sea, and these had a total carrying capacity of only 
1,589 tons. 

Under such circumstances, it can readily be seen that if McGill College had 
opened its doors immediately after Mr. McGill's death there would not have been 
a great many students. But the work did not commence at once, for there was 
much litigation with the heirs, and matters were not finally settled until 1837. 
Previous to that date, however, a certain amount of educational work had been 
carried on. 

It is interesting to note that, during this long period, McGill was extremely 
poor. There was great difficulty in meeting the necessary expenses of the lawsuit. 
Some of the property was leased on a profit-sharing basis to a farmer, and in this 
connection considerable disturbance was caused by the fact that a fence had to 
be built to keep the cattle from straying, and there was no money for the purpose. 
However, as a result of an appeal to the Board of the Royal Institution, £75.0.0. 
was finally granted to pay for the fence. 

These facts are mentioned to show that, up to 1837, there was not a great 
deal of progress made by McGill, and, as previously mentioned, the same condition 
prevailed up to the time of Sir William Dawson's appointment to the Principalship 
in 1855. It is apparent, therefore, that for many years after the foundation of 
McGill, the Governors were continually struggling to get enough money to ca:ry 
on their work in any manner at all. Nor should we consider, so far as actual turnmg 
out of graduates is concerned, that McGill is as old a university as is popularly 
imagined, as up to 1855 the total number was only 180. 

However, although McGill has always been poor financially, she has been 
fortunate in other ways. She was fortunate in the tolerant outlook of her first 



benefactor, James McGill. He was the son of Scotch Presbyterians, attended 
Anglican service in a church lent by the Recollet Brothers, and married a widow
a Roman Catholic. With such a founder, as might be expected, the early Govern
ing Body formulated most tolerant rules and regulations. McGill is also fortunate 
through being a private university, untrammelled by political influence. She is 
fortunate, too, in her location, which causes her to be influenced by, and to draw 
her students from, two great races with different cultural developments- and in 
the number of citizens who, though not university men, have realised the import
ance of such a cultural centre in the Province of Quebec, and have given generously 
of their wealth for her support. 

From such modest beginnings, McGill has now expanded into an Institution 
with great influence upon national affairs. She owes her origin to the munificence 
of one man. In the early days, her welfare was the concern only of those closely 
connected with her. Later, she received the support of certain wealthy citizens 
who, as I have just said, though not graduates of the University, realised the 
necessity of such an educational Institution. The time has now arrived when the 
University can no longer rely entirely upon the generosity of a few benevolent 
friends, but must look more and more to her graduates for support, not only 
for financial support, but for the upholding of McGill traditions and ideals in the 
eyes of the public. Esteem by the public is perhaps the greatest asset that a 
university can possess, and if this is of value to the University, it is of still greater 
value to the graduates who hold the University's degrees. When graduates show 
that they consider invaluable the training received at Mc Gill- are loyal to McGill 
and ever ready to help her- then, whether or not they are in a position to contri
bute money, they are contributing to one of the University's most precious assets. 
If the graduates do not perform this work for the University, they cannot expect 
the public to assume the duty, or, I should say, the privilege, they neglect. The 
product of McGill is her graduates. They, mixing in all branches of public life, 
can perhaps best appreciate whether or not the product of the University is best 
satisfying the demands of the time. Consequently, their constructive criticism 
and interest in the University should be of the greatest value in improving the 
usefulness of the product. 

McGill's history, therefore, may be divided into three periods:-

1st. When she relied upon the benefactions of one man for support; 
2nd. When she relied for support upon the few wealthy friends who contributed liberally 

to her maintenance and growth; 
3rd. The period, entered upon in 1921, when McGill made her general appeal for support 

to her graduates and the public. 

The appeal mentioned above was a recognition of the fact that McGill had 
grown too large to be cared for by a few individuals; that she had reached a 
position of national importance, and that if she was to grow and take care of the 
ever-increasing number of students knocking at her doors, she must have the 
sympathetic support of her graduates, and through them of the public in general. 

The function of the Graduates' Society is to assist the University in the 
manner described above. The Constitution of the Society states:-

The object of the Society shall be to advance the interests and promote the welfare of 
. the University and its graduates, and to bind both the graduates and non-graduates more 
closely to their Alma Mater and to one another. 



These, then, are the objects of the Graduates' Society. Is the Society attain
ing them? This is a question which we think should be considered at this time 
when the Graduate Body's attention is drawn to McGill as a result of the publicity 
attendant upon preparations for the forthcoming Graduates' Reunion. 

The original McGill University Society was organized between the years 
1850 and 1860. In 1876, the Graduates' Society of McGill University was founded, 
and in 1880 was incorporated. Previous to that time, as has been noted, Mc Gill 
and the number of her graduates were small, and substantial assistance from the 
Graduate Body could not be expected. Conditions in Canada were primitive. 
Sir William Dawson, when he made his first visit to Toronto to ask for funds 
to carry on his work, relates that he crossed the St. Lawrence in a canoe, and that, 
as there was no direct communication by rail between Toronto and Montreal, he had 
to travel by way of Albany, Niagara and Hamilton, the journey occupying five days. 

In 1876-the year in which the Graduates' Society was founded- a collection 
for a Library Fund was begun, as the Library was in great need of books, and 
without an income with which to purchase them. The income from the capital so 
collected has been devoted ever since that time to the purchase of books. The 
first payment was made to the Library in 1878. 

To commemorate the 25th anniversary of Sir William Dawson's appoint
ment to the Principalship, a fund was started in 1880 for Sir William, but he, 
considering that the needs of the Library were great and that books were the 
essential instrument of the educationalist, asked that the income from this sum 
be devoted to the purchase of books for the Library. The annual income from 
these two sums amounts to a little more than $500, and for years this amount, 
derived from the graduates' contributions and expended in books, has been of 
great benefit to the professors and students of McGill. 

The Graduates' Society was instrumental in making available to students 
in the University the Stadium, built on land given to the University by Sir William 
Macdonald. The building and maintenance of the new Stadium were guaranteed 
by a group of graduates, and Capt. Percival Molson, who was killed in action in 
France, and was an officer of the Graduates' Society, left a bequest of $75,000 
to the Stadium, which, since that time, has borne his name. 

In 1919, the Constitution of the Society was revised, and an attempt was 
made to form more Branch Societies in Canada and the United States. As a result 
of the ---~ - - 1 , . 
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present, only dates from the year 1919, and as a result o{these appointments the 
Graduates' Society, through its representatives, is now brought into close contact 
with those controlling the numerous activities of the University. 

As the year 1921 was the Centenary of the granting of the Charter to McGill, 
a campaign to raise funds was undertaken in 1920, and 2525 graduates contributed 
a total of more than one million dollars. 

Two years later, it was thought that if some special object were named, for 



which the graduates could work, greater interest in the affairs of the Society 
would be taken by graduates in general, and with this end in view the Endow
ment Fund was started. 

The original plan was to ask each graduate to give yearly to the Endowment 
Fund one dollar for every year that had passed since his graduation, until a maxi
mum of, say, $25 was reached, although, so far as is known, no larger sums were 
ever refused. The plan was subsequently changed, and contributions of any 
amount, however small, are now cordially welcomed. The result of efforts to 
establish and increase the Endowment Fund has not been entirely successful, as 
contributions have been confined to comparatively few (518 in 1931), though 
these have given generously year after year. Yearly collections have varied from 
$6,000 to $10,000, with a grand total of $59,244 to date. It is to be regretted that 
interest in the Fund is not more widespread, for it is of more benefit to the Univer
sity that one hundred men should give one dollar each than that one man should 
give one hundred dollars. 

This Fund is administered by a Board of Trustees, seven of whom are 
appointed by the Graduates' Society, and five by the Board of Governors. It 
has been agreed up to the present that the principal of the Fund should not be 
touched, and that only the income should be expended. Up to this year, no use 
had been made of the income, which was considered too small to accomplish 
anything worthy of note. This year, however, it was decided to use the income 
to establish the McGill Graduates' Lectureship. The plan is that each year a man 
of outstanding ability shall be asked to live at McGill for a month, or six weeks, 
and deliver a number of lectures, which are to be free to students, professors, 
graduates, and all who wish to attend. This is along the lines of the Gifford 
Lectures of the Scottish Universities and the Hibbert Lectures of Oxford and 
London. Professor W. G. S. Adams, of All Souls' College, Oxford, delivered the 
first course of lectures in March and April, 1931, and arrangements for further 
lectures, or for whatever other use of the Fund is considered advisable, will be 
announced in due course. 

So far as membership is concerned, the Graduates' Society of McGill Univer
sity does not compare badly with other universities, notwithstanding the fact 
that our graduates are scattered over a huge territory. The last figures that we 
had compiled showed that there were-

This cannot be considered a bad record, though constant steps are being taken 
to make it better. 

Since revision of the Constitution of the Society in 1919, a special effort 
has been made to keep the graduates more closely in touch with University matters. 
A permanent Executive Secretary has been in charge of the Graduates' Society's 
affairs, and 'The McGill News has been published quarterly. The News is really 
the best medium by which graduates can get information in regard to University 



matters, and its usefulness will increase as time goes on, for the University authori, 
ties are using it more and more as a means of communicating with the Alumni. 

For the past few years, a special effort has been made to encourage all members 
of the graduating classes to join the Society before Convocation. Membership 
fees for the first year and a half are paid out of the caution money, and in this way 
the Society has been successful in recruiting a high percentage of new graduates to 
its ranks. 

This year, with the help of the Federal and the Provincial Governments, 
the Society has engaged the services of one person to assist graduates in obtaining 
positions. Though, owing to the small amount of funds available, it is obligatory 
that this work be carried on in a modest manner, the arrangement furnishes means 
of contact between outside employers and our graduates. This work is done 
quietly but continually, and the result has been the placing in responsible positions 
of a considerable number of graduates. Under to'day's conditions, it is needless 
to point out that those who have received this assistance from the Society have 
expressed themselves deeply indebted to us for the efforts made on their behalf. 

In concluding this brief summary, it is essential to point out that the activities 
of the Society, and the work that it can do, depend largely upon its finances. 

The annual subscription for members, including the official publication, 
'The McGill News, is only three dollars. Where the member is also a member of a 
Branch Society, one dollar of this subscription is handed back to the Branch 
Society. . 

It is at once evident, from the figures given in the foregoing, that the work 
of the Society and its various activities must be restricted. If fifty per cent. of our 
graduates were members of the Society, much more could be done for the Univer' 
sity and for the graduates. Undoubtedly the interest of graduates is stimulated 
through the efforts of the Society, and by the information concerning McGill that 
is afforded. We have now eighteen active Branches, over 3,000 members, and 
living degree holders numbering approximately 10,098. To keep so large a body 
in touch with the activities of the University demands a very considerable expendi, 
ture. We have about one dollar per graduate with which to carry on the work. 

Your Executive, however, feels that we have a great and essential work to 
do in maintaining the interest of our Body, and the public in general, in the affairs 
of the University. We feel it is the duty of the graduates to give what financial 
assistance they can to the University, to extend her good name, to extol her 
merits, and to assist in spreading knowledge of the great work the University is 
accomplishing. It is one of the functions of the Society to bring home to all 
graduates these facts, together with the thought that McGill belongs a little 
more to them than to any other Body. 

To us particularly, as graduates, accrues the privilege of caring more deeply 
and working more effectively than others for the welfare of our Alma Mater. 
If we can secure a general recognition and appreciation of this fact, there is no 
fear but that McGill, with her fine traditions, will do for our children and our 
children's children, in an ever'increasing degree, that which she has done for us. 

(Note:-The historical matter concerning McGill in this article has largely been taken from "McGill and Its Story-
1821-1921" by Cyrus Macmillan; John Lane, publishers.) 



Past Presidents of the Graduates' Society 
Since 1896 

1896-F. G. FINLEY, M.D., LL.D. 

*1897-HoN. SIR C. P. DAVIDSON, B.A., B.C.L., LL.D. 

1898-C. W. COLBY, B.A., LL.D. 

*1899- CHARLES WILSON, M.D. 

1900- M. C. BAKER, D.V.S. 

1911- ARCHIBALD MAcARTHUR, B.A. 

1912- HoN. MR. JUSTICE E. W. P. GUERIN, B.A., D.C.L. 

1914-]. L. TODD, B.A., M.D. 

1915- C. W. COLBY, B.A., LL.D. 

1916- ]. K. L. Ross, B.Sc. 

1917- HoN. MR. JUSTICE R. A. E. GREENSHIELDS, B.A., B.C.L., LL.D. 

1919- G. C. McDoNALD, B.A. 

1920- P. F. SISE, B.Sc. 

1922- H. M. LITTLE, M.D. 

1924-A. T. BAZIN, M.D. 

* 1926-H. M. MACKAY, B.Sc. 

1928-G. S. CURRIE, B.A. 

1930- H . M. JAQUAYS, M.A., M.Sc. 

*Deceased 
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~AMANN,KC c ... .,L.C AOORes s " MANKIN " 

C G MACKINNON,KC 

elL.BERT T LAF"L.EUR 

MAN N &. MACKI N NON 

B A RR ISTE R S, SO LI C ITO R S . E T C. 

Sir rthur Currie, 
Princ ipal, 

TRANSPORTATION BUILDING 

132 STJAME:S ST WEST 

MON T REAL 

Jr:..n:..I.ary oth, 1932. 

LcGi11 ~niversity, 
J~erbrooke Street vpst, 
.0ntreE-l. 

Jear Sir ~rthur:-

The Smoking Concert for ~he ~cGill 
Graduates, under t .. e auspices of the .~cGill Gra.duates' 
Society, has now become C recoBnized annt 1 f£air, 
and the Suokieg Concert held durinG the Reunion celebra
tions is not considered as being a substitute for the 
onr usually held in February. Consequently , we are 
arranginb for a Smokin'" Concert to be held at. the 
lIcG ill Uni on on the ~;itih t of :Lhur sday, February the 
11th , and I have been asked by the ~xecutive Committee 
to lrite you and ask if you would do us t~e fa.vour of 
addressing the Graduates on that eveninG. Thi request 
almost seems an imposition on your Good nature after 
the valuable assistance you gave us during the Reunion, 
but 1e all feel that you have not by any means exhausted 
the information as to the hc.ppenings durin.,; the present 
Collegiate year and the plans and ide"s for the future • 

. e also propose ho1dine a Smoking Concert 
on t. e !"ieht of February , the 16th, at whic·1 Smoking 
Concert the 'raduating class of 1932 of all f cu1ties 
will be the guests of the Graduates' Society, as it is 
felt that we could not combine the two without losing 
some of the atmosphere that would be crec.ted by a ec.thering 
of ::cGill Graduates by themselves . I have written to I:r. 
E. 1. 'BeE tty asking him if he Vlould do us the favour of 
speaking at the moking Concert on the 1 ight of the 16th. 

Yours very truly , 

l/a 



C. G •• aokinnon, • sq., K.C., 
0/0 un cKinnon, 
132 St. James Street, 

() n t rea 1. 

My dear Major:-

January 11th, 1932. 

I gladly accept your invitation 
to speak on the oocasion of the oking Uoncert 
to be held at the cOi11 Union on the night of 
ThJrl1sday, J.t'ebraary 11th. 

ith all good wishes, 

I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

rincipal. 



Executive Office: McGiII University, Montreal Telephones : MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15 

- ~bt 

~rabuate~' ~ocfet!' of :fflc~HI Wnfber~ft!' 
Publishers of 11 The McGill News " 

February 3, 1932. 

Sir Arthur r. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGUl University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

It was with the greatest pleasure 
that I heard from Mr. Mack:innon that you will address 
the graduates at the annual graduates' Smoker, which 
the Montreal Branch Society is holding in the McGill 
Union on Thursday, FebruarJ 11th. 

We look forward to a very 
successful evening, espe~ially as we are inviting 
the members of the graduating classes to be our guests 
for the evening. This will afford a pleasant means 
for them to meet the graduates. 

The programme promises to be 
very entertaining. You will no doubt have seen the 
copy I left with Mrs. lJcMurray last week. 

Enclosed I am sending you 
a complimentary ticket to the Smoker. 

Faithfully yours, 

GJW Executive Secretary 



r. G. B. Gl S 00, 
Exoouti vo S 

he Gr du t 

D r r. GlaSBOO, 

Fobru ry 3, 1932 

Let me th nk yQU tor your letter of even 

d t. nd the enoIo ed tic ot to the to t 

Smoker, an v nt to .h1ch I m loo lUG to rd 

.1 th P e sure. 

Yours f .... i tht'ully. 

Pr:i n(>ipnl 



GRADUATES' SMOKER FEB. 11, 1932 

PROGRAMME 

1. 8.30 - 8.45 March Seleotions 
McGill University Band 

2. 8.45 - 9.15 Boxing Bouts 
2 Elimination Contests in 
University championships 

3. 9.15 - 9.25 Selections from Red & White Revue 
Introduced by W. B. Ross 
Song - "College Girl" - Jim Harvey 
Song - "Examination Blues" - John llercer 
Piano aocompaniment by Morton Neinfield 

4. 9.25 M 9.45 Address by Bernard K. 5andwell, B.A., F.R.S.C. 
Introduced by l~. C. G. 1~kinnon, President 
ot the Montreal Branch Society. 

5. 9.45 - 9.55 McGill Songs 
McGill University Band 

6. t.55 - 10.20 Address by the Principal 
Introduoed by Mr. C. G. Ms.cldnnon 

7. 10.20 - 10.30 Red & White Revue Seleotion 
Monologue by Chick Parish 

10.40 Students' Speeohes I) ~ A 1Lo to 8. 10.30 _-

k ~ ~ l 19". 10.40 - 10.45 Dr. R. B. Bell and MoGUl Hockey Teem ~~~ ~ J __________________________________ ------~ 
· r~' 10. 10.45 "Hail Alma Mater" 

by McGill University Band 

11. Buffet Refreshments in Lounge and 
Billiard Rooms on 2nd floor. 
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DRAFT FOR MR. GLASSOO. 

L.B. cK1m, E q. 
Hon. Secret ry ••••• 

De r Sir, 

I am instructed by th Board of Gov rnor of cGil1 
University to ackno!l dg your lett r of jun 28th last, in 
hich you t forth a r solution paased by the Executive Oom

mitto of the Graduates' Soc1 ty on luna 20th. 

Thiv resolution as pl c d betore th Board and 
th tic lly considered. 

hil th Board ill 1 ys gl dly r caive and 
ns1d r ny r pr sent tiona de by the appropriate officers 

ot th Gr duat a' Soci ty, and hi1e it ill al ay sympat 
tic lly consider claim of gr duntes ot JcGill University 
upon ny positions 1thin its gift, the Board hold that it 
must, if it ie to dt ch ree faithfully it trust. place the 
inter to of the Uni oraity first. It cannot agr e to a 
policy hich ould confine the 1i£t of pplicants for any 
po 1t1on to those only ho ar graduat s. In cademic 
position p t1cular1y, ch policy 1 bound to result 1n 
in-br ding. nd ould pr judice the best inter eta of th 
University. 

A C:D 
Aug.29, 1932. 



· Executive Office: McGill Univel$ity, Montreal Telephones : MA 2664 and MA 9181 • Local 15 

~be 

~rabuateg' ~otietp of ~t~ill Wnibergitp 
Publishers of .. The McGill News" 

Sir Arthur ". Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

October 26, 1932. 

Following yesterday's disoussion on our 
radio broadcasts which has placed this new undertaking of the 
Graduates' Society on such a satisfactory basis, especially since 
our policy has your approval, Mr. Pitts and I have proceeded 
to establish our program for the next few weeks. 

e desire to extend"an invitation to you 
to broadcast for us, and we have reserved the period allotted 
to us on Armistice Day, Friday, November 11th, as being in our 
opinion the most suitable date on which a message from you 
could be heard. We would like you to use our period on that 
night, which runs from 10 to 10.13 p. m. We are leaving the 
subject of the broadcast for your own selection • 

. i11 you kindly give this your 
consideration and advise us of your decision? 

We also desire your assistance in securing 
the Chancellor as one of our speakers, and we are sure that our 
request would be best voiced through you. We would like 
Mr. Beatty to give us a broadcast of thirteen minutes just 
prior to Christmas, on a~ date from December 19th to 22nd, 
and think that a Christmas message would be very appropriate. 
However, any message which Mr. Beatty would choose to broadcast 
would be acceptable. 

So we ask if you will be so kind as to ascertain 
whether Mr. Beatty will do this for us, and we can say that if 
he expects to be out of town at that time, arrangements can be 
completed between CRAe and the Canadian Pacific Railway Telegraph 
system that he could broadcast from wherever he may be at the time. 

Looking forward to receiving favourable 
responses to these two invitations, 

Faithfully ~~~~? /.? 

~/~, 
....... "F,xe'c.utive Secretary 
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IDi1r 

~rab1tatl'nf ~oril'ty of ~r~tll 1ltniul'rnUy 
McGill University, Montreal 

December 15th, 1932 

VOTING PAPER ON 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The Executive Committee of the Graduates' Society has decided to 

request the members of the Society to vote on proposed amendments 

to the constitution. 

1. The Executive Committee recommends that an officer of the Montreal Branch Society, 

either the President or his nominee, should be an officer of the Council of the GraJuates' 

Society, and a member of the Executive Committee, in order that the Montreal Branch 

Society might co-operate more closely with the Executive Committee and officers of 
the Parent Society. Also, in order to form a closer link between the students at the 

University and the Graduates' Society, the Executive Committee recommends that the 
Constitution be amended so that the President of the Students' Executive Council will 
become "ipso facto" a member of the Executive Committee of the Graduates' Society, 

whether he is already a graduate or not. Consequently it is proposed that Article V 
entitled "Committees" should be altered. In its present form it reads as follows:-

Section 1: (1St paragraph) 

'There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the officers of the Society, the immediate 

past president and four other members, two of whom shall be elected each year for two years. Five members 

shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business." 

I t is proposed that this paragraph should be changed to read as follows:-

"There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the officers of the Society, the immediate 

past president and four other members, two of whom shall be elected each year for two years. The Presi

dent of the Montreal Branch Society or any other officer of the Montreal Branch Society who is appointed 

to act for him shall be a member of the Executive Committee. The President of the Students' Executive 

Council shall be a member of the Execuive Committee whether he is already a graduate or not, and mem

bership in the Society in his case is not necessary. Five members shall constitute a quorum for the trans

action of business." 



DO YOU favour the change in regar~ to the Montreal Branch Society? .............................. . 

ARE YOU opposed to the proposed change? ............ ............................. ................... ........ ..... .. ... . 

DO YOU favour the change in regard to the President of the Students' Executive 

Council? .... , ................................................ ........ .................................................................................... . 

ARE YOU opposed to the proposed change? .............................. .. .................................................. . 

2. The Executive Committee recommends that the Constitution in regard to the formation 

of the Graduate Council, and particularly to the membesrhip in it of class secretaries, 
should be changed. At the present time class secretaries once appointed by their classes, 

remain officers of the Council whether they are members of the Society or not, or whether 
they perform their duties as class secreatry or not; and there is no provision whereby 

the Society can replace them as officers on the Council when they have rendered them
selves ineligible to, or do not perform the duties assigned to the office. Consequently 

it is proposed to redraft Article IV, Section I, "The Graduate Council," which in its present 

form reads as follows:-

Section 1: 

"There shall be a Graduate Council composed of the five latest ex-presidents of the Society; ten 

members elected at large by the Society; one representative from each graduate class, which has not more 

than three hundred members, and two from each such class of more than 300, find one or two, as the case 

may be, from each local organization of graduate~, which is given representation by the Exccutive Committee. 

Of the class representatives the Class Secretary shall bc one. 

The ten members at large shall be elected for terms of two years, five being elected each year. 

Representatives of classcs shall be elected for a term not exceeding five years, and rcpresentatives 

of local associations for one year. 

The ofllcers of the Society (as named in Article II l) shall be members of the Council, and shall be 

its officcrs as well. The other members of the Executive Committee shall also be members of the Council. 

The Councill may enact, amend and repeal the By-Laws of the SoCiety, providcd that such enact

ment, amendment or repeal be sanetioned by two-thirds of the members present at a meeting duly called 

for d:at purpose." 

I t is proposed that this should be redrafted to read as follows:-

Section 1: 

"There shall be a Graduate Couneil eomposed of the five latest ex-presidents of the Society; ten 

members clected at large by the Society; and the presidcnt of each graduating class if they are members of 

the Graduates' Society; and one or two, as the case may be, from each local organization of graduates, 

which is given representation by the Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee of the Society may appoint a member of the Society to act as the repre

sentative of the Society in any class whose presidcnt does not appear to function, and these will be termed 

"class councillors." The class president shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Council. 

The ten members at large shall be elected for terms of two years, five being elected each year. 

The officers of the Society (as named in Article I I l) shall be members of the Council, and shall be 

its oflleers as well. Other members of the Executive Committee shall also be members of the Council. 



The Council may enact. amend and repeal the By-Laws of the Society. provided that such enact

ment. amendment or repeal be sanctioned by two-thirds of the members present at a meeting duly called 
for that purpose." 

In order to conform to this amendment. the clause must be changed in Article X, Section 5 
relating to the use of "Class Secretaries" as members of the collecting committee for 

the Endowment Fund. This clause must correspondingly be changed to read:-

Article X, Section 5. 

"The collection of the Fund shall be in charge of a Fund Committee consisting of all class 

representatives on the Council (as defined in Article IV, Section I ) . .. ......... . etc ... . 
ARE YOU in favour of the proposed change? .......... .... .. ... ............ ... .. ... ..... .. .. 

ARE YOU opposed to the proposed change? ........... ...... ........ .... ...... .. ....... .... ... .. .. .... .... ... .. ... ... ...... . 

3. In order that the President of the Montreal Branch Society may be a member of the 
Council of the Society, as well as of the Executive Committee, as proposed in part I 

above, it is recommended that Section 2 of Article IV "The Graduate Council" be changed. 
At the present time this section reads as follows:-

Section 2: 

"Whenever the Executive Committee shall so approve. any local organization. having its head

quarters not less than twenty-five miles (rom the City of Montreal. certifying to an enrolment wpich includes 

between fifteen and one hundred members of this Society. spaH be allowed one representative in the Council 

and two if the number of members of this Society exceeds that figure." 

I t is proposed that Section 2 should be changed to read as follows:-

Section 2: 

"Whenever the Executive Committee shaH so approve. any loacal organization certifying to an en

roIlment which includes between fifteen and one hundred members of this Society. shall be allowed one 

representative in the Council and two if the number of members in this Society exceeds that figure." 

ARE YOU in favour of this proposed change? .... .. ... .... ........ .... .. .......... . .. .. .. ........ .. .. .... .... . .. ...... . 

ARE YOU opposed to this proposed change? .. .. ..... .... .... ... .... .... .. ............. .. ...... ...... ........ ..... .. ....... . 

THIS BALLOT MUST BE SIGNED TO BE COUNTED 

NAME ... ............ ................................................... . .... CLASS ........ .. .. 

Please return this ballot before January 31st, 1933, to 

THE GRADUATES' SOCIETY 
McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 



Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones : MA 2664 and MA 9181 • Local 15 

~be 

~ontreal .rancb of tbe ~rabuate5' ~ociet!' 

January 13, 1933. 

Sir Arth.l.r '!. C1.lrrie, r.. C •. :. G., K. C. B., 
Principal and 'lice-Chancellor, 
c~i11 University . 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

The 1.1ontreal Branch Societ:r is holdir..g its annual 

gradQates ' smoker on Thursday eveni!l(;, February 2nd, in the LcGil1 

Union, and we VlolA.ld li!<e very much if you would come as our Gt1.est 

to this entertainment . 

As we have troubled you so often lately by askir ... '5 

you to speak for us, we are not c;oing to bother yOl this time, and 

we hope that you lill be able to come to the smoker and thoro~_hly 

enjoy it. 

Faithfully yours , 

GBG : CB ~xecutive Secretary. 



G.B. G S COt q., 
xeoutlv S cretnr r , 

J nu ry 17.. 1933 

'cGlll Gr ua tea' Socle ty. 

y a r Gl aeo, 

L t me "hank y~u for your letter 

of J nu ry 13th. I ·h 11 be v ry ple d to 

ttand th nnual gr uat , ... moker n hursday avenin 

F bruary 2nd. in the ··c Gtll nion. 

Your faithfUlly. 

Pri.cip.l. 

, 



Executive OIAce: McGiII Unlvenlty, Montreal Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 • Local 15 

~bt 

~rabuatt~' ~otitt!' of :mt~ill Wnibtr~it!' 
Publishers of .. The McGill News" 

Feb. 25, 1933 

Sir Arthur • Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
,,[cGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthu.r; 

It is the intention to bring the 
Graduates' Society Broadcast Program to a close 
for the present session, with a final broadcast on 
Friday evening llarch 31st, at 10.30. le would like 
to close the program with a broadcast address by 
yourself, if you would be so kind as to favor us 
again in this way. We have especially in mind that 
a summing-up of the value of these broadcasts in 
giving information concerning the University and 
its work, to the general public and to our graduates 
and past students, would be very appropriate. 

Hoping that you will kindly favor us 
if you possibly can, and with appreciation of the 
assistance we have already had from you in putting 
this program before the public. 

Yours faithfully, 

GBBjM Executive Secretary. 



.. 

G. B. Cl q., 
xecutlvc S er t Yt 
h Cr dun 'Soc1 ty of cGill Un! r Ity~ 

D r • Gl 0 co, 

I r lly do not h1nk I c n co pl 

1 th your req t for fin 1 bro t on rid y 

evon1 rob 31 t, elo in t Gra u t , or! s 

01' broadc et • I thin th prop r p rean to ~o 

iw th Pro old nt of th Soc1 ty t • Ro D, or one 

in ontr 1 on t E cut1 • 

Your t 1thtu11y, 



Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones : MA 2664 and MA 9181 • Local 15 

~be 

~rabuates' ~ociet!' of jMc~iIl Wnibersitp 
Publishers of .. The McGill News" 

August 3, 1933 

Mrs. McMurray: 

Mr. Fetherstonbaugh has seen this , and will make a note of it 
in the next issue of "The News" . 

_ 1 



.. . 

• G-. B. G la s s co, 
x c tive Secretary, 

The Graduates' Society • 

D ar • Glasseo, 

rc 9 t , 1933. 

I am very sorry, but I h 11 be unabl 

to comply with the request· to broadcast for t e Graduates' 

Society on the ovenin~ of the 31st of arch. y universit 

or t k s all my time and ill be increasingly heavy durin 

the r maining months of thi s ssion. 

Under thes circu stanc B I cannot undertake 

y more engagements than those I h vc already promised to 

fulfil . 

Ev r yours f ithfully, 

Princip 1 



The Graduates' Society Employment Bureau ~ 

~be 

Publishers of .. The McGiII News 1I 

Telephone: MA 2664 

~tabuate£f ~ocietp of JMc~ill Wnibetsitp 
Founded 1855 : Incorpordted 1880 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

Executive OfRce 

McGill University, Montreal 

October 13, 1933 

The McGill Society of Toronto holds a stag 
dinner every year on the Saturday evening of the McGill
Toronto game in Toronto, and they have completed arrange
ments to continue this custom again this year. 

They are aware that you are engaged that 
evening to speak at the dinner being arranged by the 
University Veteran's League in Toronto, and they VTould like 
to know if it would be at all possible for you to come and 
spend part of your evening with the McGill graduates, who 
will be holding their dinner in the Royal York Hotel. It 
is likely that the University Veteran's League dinner will 
also be held in the same hotel. 

A letter vmich I have had from the secretary, 
~~. E. G. McCracken, asked me to let him know if they can 
expect to see you. 

Yours Sincerely, 

-:7/;// ~ 
~~. 

Executive Secretary 
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October 1 , 1933 

Dear • Pltts, 

I h v yo i r letter ot yest rd y and 

regr t, ith you, that I s 11 Dot be able to bro deast 

on the riday before Armistice. Ho ever, I pro tse to 

speak on some occ sion during the season and shall 

get in touch ith you in pI nty of t1m • 

vor yours faithfully, 

Principal 

• Gor don Pi tts f 

PreSident, ontre 1 Br neh , 

he Graduat s' Society 
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Do r • G1 sco, 

I h e your note ot yesterday Ith 
r t renc to the stag d1nn r to be h Id by the cGll1 
graduates in Toronto ovember 11th. ot caurs, if 
it Is t all possible, I shall take some opportunlty 
during the vening of going in, to meet the group; 
and you y tell them so . 

I was not a are that it as "an annual 
aftair ff because I ha e been in Toronto on more than 
one occ sion, when the cGll1 Varsity Game splay d , 
nd hile I hav att n d some d n re held in the 

evening, I am al ost certain that the last ti e I 
wa th r . e had a bit of 1 nch on, t hlch onl 
some t elve or tourteen people ere present. 

No doubt .hen I go to Toront 0 I 
shall e 
best I can. 

e o~ our p opl and rrang to do the 

E er yours ~aithfully. 

Principal 

G. B. Gl sco , Esq. 
The Graduates ' Society 
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jfflontteal .taneO of toe ~tabuateg' ~oeietp 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

October 13, 1933 

~e understand that, due to your 
absence from 1funtreal, it will be impossible for 
you to speak on Remembrance Day over the Graduates' 
Society broadcast. This is a matter of deep regret 
to the SOCiety as your address last year was an 
outstanding feature of our program. 

These Radiologues, as you know, 
are scheduled for Monday and Friday evenings, and 
while we would not suggest any particular date for 
you to speak, we will arrange for you to address 
the graduates and friends of McGill, on any Monday 
or Friday which suits your convenience. 

Trusting that you may find an 
opportunity to do the Society this honour, 

I am, 

GMcLP/M 



The Graduates' Society Employment Bureau 

Teiephone: MA 9181 - LOCdi 15 .. 
~bt 

Publishers of 11 The McGill News " 

Teiephone: MA 2664 

~tabuatts' ~ocitt!' of :ffic~ill Wnibttsitp 
Founded 1855 : incorpordted 1880 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

Executive Office 

McGiII University. Montr •• 1 

October 21, 1933. 

Mr. WaIter Molson has told me you have 
very kindly consented to ask Lt-Col. Herbert Molson to give 
our radio-logue on the evening of Armistice Day. 

Mr. Pitts, as chairman of the commit
tee in charge of our broadcasting, is delighted at the 
prospect of having Colonel Molson speak for us, and he 
wishes me to thank you on their behalf for your assistance 
in securing him. As an old soldier, Colonel Molson would 
be a most appropriate graduate to give the address at that 
distinctive time. 

The subject would be left entirely to 
Colonel Molson's o.vu choosing. There will be twelve full 
minutes time allotted to him, which usually means from 
1200 to 1500 words. The station is C.K.A.C., 6th. floor 
Bank of Commerce B1dg., Metca1fe and St. Catherine sts.; 
and the time 10.30 p.m. Friday, November 10th. We will 
arrange to call for Colonel Molson should he give his as
sent, and accept the invitation. 

Faithfully yours, 

GBG/E Executive Secretary. 

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University. 
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Dr. Sa1ton MoGibbon, 
401 Teg1er B1dg., 
Edmonton, A1ta. 

Dear Sir: 

October 9, 1929. 

COP I 

As Secretary of the Editorial Board of the MeGl1l 
News I beg to thank you for your letter of September 30th drawing our 
attentlon to the article entitled "Culture in the Wild and Woo1y." 

You asked for the address of the author, who is 
Mr. Arohibald Key, Editor of the Drwriheller Mail, Drumheller, Alberta. 

Obviously Mr. Key being a dweller in your midst, 
has some authority for his views, and in any case the oolumns of the 
News are meant to serve the purpose of allowing views of worth while 
topics to be presented to MeGi11 graduates. 

If you would care to write us an artiole setting 
forth another view-point on this subject, we would be pleased to submit 
it to the Editor with a view to his accepting it for publication. 

Trusting you will give this your earnest consideration, 

Faithfully Yours, 

Executive Secretary. 

G~ 
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G . S . CURRIE . B . ... .. PR.SIOENT 

H. W . MORGAN. B . .... . HON . TREASURER 

T . S . STEWART . B . ... . B .C.L .. HON . SECRETARY 

PUBLISHERS OF THE 

" MCGILL NEWS" 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY. MONTRE ... L 

G. B. GL ... SSCO . B .Sc .. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
PHONE UPTOWN 15920 

June 1, 1929. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.H.G.,K.C.B.,LL.D., 
Principal. l.IcGill University. 

Dear Sir: 

The primary object of the ''1~cGill News" is to su'Oply 
to the Graduates and Past students of .. cGill the neVls of the Uni ver
sity and of its graduates • 

• 'i th this end in view the Executive has appointed 
Mr. Robert Fetherstonhaugh as Associate Editor whose special function 
will be the editin of the News section. 

He will be assisted by a staff of graduate reporters 
and we bespeak for them a kindly reception. 

The gradua.tes of a Faculty or Department are keenly 
interested in the development of that "epartment, in new appointments, 
new policies, important additions to equipment or plant. Also to the 
published papers of the staff with the details of publication. 

Especially perhaps to the successes of graduates of 
that Department in any special field. 

We cannot help but feel that the repercussion of this 
type of publicity must redound to the benefit of the Department. 

1.~y we count upon your act ive cooperation. 

Yours truly, 

?tY'/:7~ . 
CRA Im.1A.N, 

ATB/GJW 
Editorial Committee,"The LcGill News". 
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PUBLISHERS OF THa 

"THE McGILL NEWS" 

m4t 
(J;ruIluulrn' ~urirly uf ~r(J;ill ltniurrnity 

MCG ILL UN IVERS ITY, MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
UcGill Uni versi ty. 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

Apr il 1, 1930. 

" e are sending you herewith fi fty 
reprints of your article "The Old and New Roads of lcGill" 
which we hope you will accept with the compliments of the 
Graduates' Society . 

In case a large number of these 
repr ints should be desired, for distr ibution on a large 
scale . we have secured an estimated cost as foll01s : 

For the first three thousand • • ~52 
Extra thousands, per thousand •• .. .•••• ~14 . 50 

PHONE MARQUETTE 91B I 

Of course approximately four thousand 
of the graduates have alteady been aff orded an opportunity of 
reading this article thrcugh the distribution of the .:ar ch issue 
of the "McGill News" . 

'ie have asked the publishers to hold the 
type for a few days longer , so that it wi ll be available should 
more reprint s be desired . 

Fai thful l y yours , 

GJi'l Executive Secretary . 



The Old and New Roads of McGill 
An Address to the lVlo1Ztreal Branch of the Graduates' Society 

By TR ARTHUR CURRIE 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen : 

I thank you for the kindness you have shown me in 
inviting me to this function tonight and for the honour 
of the opportunity of saying a few words to you. Yet I 
am, in a way, a graduate of McGiIl, for I have not for
gotten the great distinction given me shortly after the 
War when I received an Honorary Degree from our com
mon Alma Mater. To he admitted into the fellowship 
of a University having the prestige and reputation of 
McGill is indeed an honour and is universally regarded as 
such. But it is a greater honour to occupy the position 
which I have held during the past ten years. During 
that time I have been conscious of many shortcomings, 
but whatever they have been they have nOt come about 
because of any indifference to the responsibili ties of the 
position. 

During that period much progress has been made and 
if the rate of progress has not been as rapid as in other 
places, or if it has not been as marked as all of us should 
have liked to see, its slowness or its weakness has not 
arisen because needs were ignored, or weaknesses un
recognized. Efficiency in a University as in most other 
institutions can be purchased. I know there are weak 
places in McGill's organization which should and must 
be strengthened. There exists in many departments a 
lack of facilities which should and must be provided. 
There are gaps which should and must be filled if our 
Alma Mater is to continue to occupy that place and to 
wield that influence in our national life which it is our 
duty, as it is our pride, to see maintained. 

But there is one thing more necessary than any other, 
one thing without which little progress or success can 
be achieved-and that is, an objective. The world will 
always stand aside for the man who knows where he is 
going. It is also said that the man who travels a straight 
road will never lose his way. The same can be said of 
an institution. \Ve must know what we are aiming at, 
where we are going, and if that road is straight. 

To speak intelligently of that road, we must return to 
its beginning. It was conceived in the mind of a pioneer 
merchant of Montreal, - and merchants of Montreal 
ha, e repaired and extended it ever since until now it is a 
tradition, a pride and a responsibility with them to see 
to it that the road is in a position to bear every loalt such 
a road should bear. 

At the time, nearly a century and a quarter ago, when 
James McGill realized tbe necessity of founding a national 
university, there was widespread depression, there were 

sectional jealousies, there were grave national prob
lems and disturbances, there was need of leadership, need 
of educated men, men of resource and initiative, to tackle 
the problems and overcome the difficulties which bad to 

be conquered if Canada, with its open spaces, its widely
scattered parts, its varied interests, was to be made a 
prosperous and contented country for the different races, 
creeds and tongues which go to make up the Canadian 
people. And so, with the yision and the common sense 
so often characteristic of his race, he made provision for 
the founding of a University dedicated to that higher 
education so vital in the building of a nation. 

Many men of diverse minds have spoken and written 
much on the ideals of the true University, but in the last 
analysis their meaning is the same. "1£ then," says 

ewman, (Ca practical end must be assigned to a uni
versity, I say it is that of training good members of 
society. Its art is the art of social life, and its end is 
fitness for the world. It neither confines its view to 

particular professions on the one hand, nor creates heroes 
nor inspires genius on the otber. But a university train
ing is a great, ordinary means to a great, but ordinary 
end; it aims at raising the in tellectual tOne of society, 
at cultivating the public mind, at purifying the national 
taste, at applying true principles to popular enthusiasm, 
and fixed aim to popular aspiration; at giving enlarge
ment and sobriety to the ideas of the age, at facilitating 
the exercise of poli tical power, and refin ing the in ter
course of private life. It teaches the student to see things 
as they are, to go right to the point and to discard what 
is irrelevant. It prepares him to fill any post with credit 
and to master any subject with facility." 

In our own day, William .lames, that philosopber 
of noble mind and sweet and human heart, asked, "Of 
what use is college training?" And he answered his own 
question by saying, "The best claim that a college 
education can possibly make on your respect, the best 
thing it can aspire to accomplish is this-that it should 
help yo!! to know a good man when you see him." 

There is a much shorter definition of the aim of college 
education which I like very much, and it is this "Col
lede education should teach a man to stand alone." 

I reci te these things, because I think we must never 
forget them. Do we bring to bear upon the young and 
plastic minds of our students such forces and such in
fluences as will guide and strengthen them and gi ve them 
courage in the great world outside the college? Do we 



2 'IHE e%d;;lLL ~EWS, e%ONTREAL 

give them a compass that will enable them to sail suc
cessfully the uncharted seas of existence? Are we helping 
them, not only to make a livelihood, but to make a life 
as well? To acquire commercial success, and also to be 
good citizens? With what inner capacity for happiness 
do we provide them, so that they may be alone-and 
yet not lonely; that they may suffer,-and still smile: 
that they may be "bailled, only to fight the better": 
and that they may still have, as Barrie has said, "the 
roses in the Decem bel' of their li yes. " 

To accomplish this is no easy task. No institutions 
have come under such a scathing fire of criticism as 
colleges and universities. Some of this criticism may be
and probably is-justified, but much of it is grossly 
unfair. The public too often forget that after all the 
University is their own institution and that their co
operation is necessary to its success. McGill has not 
escaped some of this criticism; but I think the criticism 
is many times offset by the substantial progress made. 

First, let me say that much criticism arises from a very 
positive lack of appreciation of the run-down condition 
of the University ten years ago. For the four years 
previous to that date Canada was at war-and McGill 
toO was at war. Professors and students deserted her 
halls to fight a battle on foreign fields for the preserva
tion and perpetuation of those ideals and standards more 
readily understood and appreciated by them because of 
their training here at McGi11. Alas, some professors and 
s tuden ts did not return. Bu t in the sacrifices they made 
tbey added greatly to McGill's imperishable fame. 
Those left behind gave their best to keep the flag flying 
at home, but stafTs were depleted, libraries were over
crowded, laboratory facilities were not kept up to date, 
and McGill was sadly ill-prepared and ill-equipped to do 
justice to the greatly increased number of students who 
sought admission in the years which followed the war. 

A campaign for funds took place, with a most gener
ous response, but let us face the truth; only about half 
of what was really necessary was raised. Some tbought 
that McGill's needs were satisfied for years to come, but 
it soon became apparent such was not the case. The 
building programme planned as necessary had to be very 
definitely curtailed. Tbe Pathological Building and the 
Biological Laboratories had to be gone on with, be
cause their erection had been very definitely promised to 
the Rockefeller Foundation. The Library was extended. 
And here, J admit, we made a mistake. I was totd that 
the addition would provide all necessary accommodation 
for fifteen or twenty years. It was full in five. Then the 

rush of students to Arts and Commerce so taxed the ac
commodation in the Old Building that additional space 

bad to be provided. Furthermore, the Old Building was 

unsani tary, most inconvenien t, so criminally dangerolls 

as a fire trap that a single inspection by a committee 
of the Board of Governors condemned it, and it was 

rebuilt. The cost of the buildings and extension enumer
ated, with the necessary endowment for maintenance, 
used up half the fund subscribed in 1920. 

If the other buildings planned in 1920 were deemed 
necessary then, they are much more necessary now; and 
the lack of them in the intervening years has crippled 
our usefulness and made it increasingly hard for us to re- . 
tain a position of leadership. Let us give but one ex
ample. I have heard our Department of Applied Science 
compared with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
in terms scathingly critical of our School. I have heard 
it said that not only were we lagging behind, but that 
we now occupied a "distinctly inferior position." 

Now I do not object to criticism, nor does the En
gineering School; but such criticism and such comparison 
is unfair and unjust. 

Let me briefly outline the departments in each in
stitution, with the number of teachers. 

Massachusetts 
Institute of McGill 
Technology 

Aeronautical engineering. 17 0 

Chemical Engineering Cas distinct from 
Chemistry). . . 54 

Civil and Sanitary Engineering and Survey 
ing.. ........... ...... ... ......... 20 9 

Electrical Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 S 6 
Fuel and Gas Engineering .. .. . . .. S 
Mechanical Engineering... 625 
Mining and Metallurgy '3 1I 

TOTAL 

Professorial. 1I0 24 

J un ior 1I4 11 

Research S 1 5' 
C' of whom 4 are in Mining and Metallurgy) 

Scuden ts, 192.0 3,075 646 
192.6 .... .. .. .... .. .. . 2,2.60 329 

Comparison between these institutions leads nowhere 
and is largely futile. Let me call your attention to the 
fact that in Mechanical Engineering alone the Massa
chusetts Institute has 27 teachers of professorial rank 
and 28 juniors and 17 special lecturers, or far more than 
our entire engineering staff. Tbeir investments in 
buildings and equipment, and their endowment devoted 
to engineering and allied branches are equal to the entire 
investments of McGill University. They surpass us in 
their post-graduate work, because they have many, 
many scholarships available: we have only a few. But 
they are not a single whit better in preparing under
graduates in those departments where we both operate, 
nor do their graduates hold higher or more responsible 
positions than ours, nor is the average salary earned by 
their graduates higher than that earned by ours. 

Formerly, McGill's School of Engineering drew many 
students from every province in Canada. It still does; 
but we must not forget that in the last fifteen years 
British Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan have 
founded engineering schools of their own and that 
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fees at McGill and the cost of living In Montreal are 
both higher than in other pl ace . 

Fees in Saskatche wan arc 
Alberta. 
Man itoba 

New Bruns wick ... 
Q ueen's 

Brirish Col um bia . . . 

To ron to 
McGill 

S 60 

75 
100 

12.0 

13° 
15° 
1)0 

2.°5 

The fact that under these circumstances McGill draws a 
much larger proportion of its students from other prov
inces, from other parts of the Empire and from foreign 
countries than any other Canadian engineering school 
speaks for itself. 

Nothing that I have said is to be taken as indicating 
that we are at a standstiJl or that we are indifferent to 
progress. In his last report, the Dean, after outlining the 
increased facilities provided in the last five years, makes 
this highly enlightening statement : "Although the 
expenditure was not large, it has resulted in a marked 
strengthening of the undergraduate work and con
stitutes by far the most important advance in the material 
resources of the Faculty in thirty years ." Let me say once 
more that efficiency is purchasable, and if our Engineering 
School had greater facilities, more scholarships, and 
ways and means to add to its staff, there is much that 
we could do. 

I have deviated from my main theme to deal with one 
specific criticism. Now let me return . 

The increases in salaries promised and the ad
ditional professors necessary because of increased en
rollment involved an endowment greater than the other 
half of the subscription, and McGill was soon in debt 
again. 

Let me pause here to remark that the debt was not 
due to either waste or extravagance, the adding of un
necessary buildings, or the creation of new or unneces
sary departments. 

The other new buildings erected or purchased were: 

Ca) An Electrical Building, the greater part of the 
cost of which was supplied by Montreal Light, Heat and 
Power Co., Shawinigan Company, Bell Telephone Co. 
and Northern Electric Company. That building did 
away with the old workshops which were extravagant 
and unnecessary, since the students nowreceiveworkshop 
training in practical work with the industrial companies 
in the vacation time. The building of the new electrical 
wing, one of the most economically-constructed build
ings on our property, made available much needed space 
in the Chemistry and Engineering building. 

Cb) The Industrial and Cellulose Chemistry Building 
constructed by the Pulp and Paper Association. To this 
venture the University made a substantial contribu
tion and established the E. B. Eddy Chair of Cellulose 

Chemistry. This associatIOn of UOlversity and Industry 
led the way and set an example which others have has
tened to emulate. I attach the greatest importance to 

this experiment, so much so that nothing must stand in 
the way of its being a success. It would be well worth 
your while to visit the Institute on University Street. 
There you will find the laboratories of the workers in 
pure science, and the men seeking the fundamental 
truths. Research in the fundamentals precedes and 
underlies applied research; and it must ever be so. Funda
mental Research is the University's job, but this does 
not mean that the University or the University workers 
must remain indifferent to the actual problems of indus
try. So, in that Pulp and Paper Institute building, you 
find also the technical workers, the men who are apply. 
ing the truths of science to the problems of the industry . 
These workers are not hermits, each imprisoned in his 
narrow cell. They co-operate; they discuss their work; 
they let each other know what they are doing, and what 
difficulties are encountered . They bring to bear directly 
on the problems of the pulp and paper industry the 
truths of science and they test their conclusions in the 
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small but complete mill on the lower floor. I think it is 
not only a splendid experiment, but an example of sensible 
co-operation, and I look forward to an extension of 
McGill's willingness to co-orerate with ind ustr),. 

Cc) The New Animal House, costing more than' 
$4c ,000 and entirelv paid for by Dean Martin and some 
friends whom he interested in this necessity. 

( d) The Field HOllse -- a charge on the reyenue from 
the Stadium 

Ct) The Dentistry Wing at the General Hospital, 
in the cost of which the hospital shared tc, the extent of 
$lO,OCO. 

(j) The Faculty Club on Uni\ersity Street, the COSt 
of which was largely borne by an anonymous friend. 
I might add parenthetically that not many Universiry 
professors can nowadays afford to be members of other 
clubs. 

Ct,) Certain other houses on University Street, all of 
which pay 6% interest on the investment. It is our 
pol icy to purchase additional property when we can get it 
at a price which enables the rent to pay fixed charges 
and 6% on the invested capital. 

Cb) The Principal's house on McTayish Street, 
bought very, very cheaply. And, let me add, the furni
ture was not supplied by the University, as gossipers, 
maliciously ignorant, so often contend. 

At the time of our last campaign, high hopes were 
entertained that we might be able to supply: 

Ca) A Mining and Geology Building. We must do 
so at an early date. We should have had such a building 
long ago, and,we would have had it if it had not been 
necessary to re-build the Arts Building. But it must be 
remembered that more than half of the students now in 
attendance at McGill in Montreal receiYe the greater part 
of their instruction in the Arts Building. I think I can 
safely add that the first building the Governors intend to 

authorize is the Mining and Geology Building. Plans 
once prepared are now being revised. 

Cb) A Gymnasium. We have the unemiable reputa
tion of being the only University in Canada without 
gymnasium facilities. The reason for its non-existence 
is that we have nOt sufficient funds,-at least, the Gov
ernors feel that the necessar~' withdrawal from endow
ment funds to supply a gymnasium would be unwise at 
the present time. I would like to comment further re
garding the gymnasium. I think that the only time I 
have had the honour of meeting the graduates since our 
reunion in 1921 nearl) ten years ago was to discllss the 
site of the gymnasium. I wish we had never held that 
meeting. As things turned out, it was unnecessary, and 
no good came of it. Let me now frankly state that in tbe 
light of subsequent events Cwhich I shall not pause now 
to elucidate) there will no longer be any opposition to 

the erection of the G} mnasium on Pine A venue. Sher
brooke Street will be widened; and University property 
there is likely to be di posed of and the facilities now 
supplied in those buildings arranged for elsewhere. 

And now I come to the question of dormitories . 
Many of you, I know, are keenly interested in this 
question and McGill has been much criticized because 
we have not large dormitory accommodation. I re
member a very prominen t graduate and friend of mi ne 
telling me that the governors had no right to spend a 
single dollar of the funds provided in the last campaign 
until dormitories were supplied, and a prominent Moot
realer intimated that he would attach a condition to his 
next subscription that it be used for such a purpose 
only. We are all keenly interested in dormitories; but, 
naturally, we have different views. There are through
out the University from 800 to 1,000 students who might 
live in dormitories The fraternity system is well 
established, and many students live in these houses. 
The Royal Victoria College is being extended; and some 
students will always live at home. The cost of erecting 
these dormitories would be great, especially if they are 
to be comfortable and commodious internally and of a 
style of architecture consistent with the landscape ex
ternally. The question we must ask ourselves is, "In 
view of the great necessities of the University, would the 
educational returns be commensurate with the cost, and 
should other needs remain unsatisfied until dormitories 
are provided?" We cannot do everything, we can only 
lIse our best judgment, in this matter as in everything 
else. I admit the value of dormitories, especially to 
universities and colleges in small tOwns; and I admit 
also that colleges and universities so situated and so 
favoured often disclose a greater college spirit than 
similar institutions \,,.ithout dormitories located in 
larger cities. But just what is that spirit? Is it insular 
or is it national? Is it genuine or is it frothy? I am not 
prepared to admit that the academic standards in such 
colleges are higher, or even a high as in some other 
insti tu tions. 

I have seen many dormitories which were cheerless, 
dismal places. Each room had its two beds, its table, 
its two chairs. its cupboard, its rude bookcases, its 
bannerettes. There was no library a fatal mistake. I 
have never known a case where there were not complaints 
about meals. All cbeap meals prepared in large quanti
ties llsually invite criticiS111. Who would wish to live 
long in a cheap hotel? And that is what the usual college 
dormi tory really is. Are the 111 inds and manners of 
students to be greatly improved by herding them to
gether in the average dormitory? My friend who refused 
to contribute to any thing except dormitories contends 
that the morals of the students would be im proved, 
at lea t conserved, by such a life. I doubt that; and the 
experiences of colleges will confirm the grounds for my 
doubts. Many dormitOries are relics of monasticism, 
and resemble military harracks. 
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Friends of the dOrI11ltory system nearly always point 
to Oxford and Camhridge, where college life is the 
feature. But college life at Oxford or Cambridge is a 
totally different thing to dormi tor~" life in any Uni
versity on this continent or to any dormitor~" I ife that 
we could establish at McGi11. Let us admit, if you hke, 
that Oxford and Cambridge ha\"e something which 
u ni versi ties here have nOt bu t we cannot prO\"ide th a t 
. 'something" merely hy the erection of the t~"pe of 
residence possible here. McGill is not made up of resi
dential colleges, and never can be. American college' 
thought residential life would give to them what 
Oxford and. Cambridge had. After thirty years' experi
ence they admit they were wrong. President Lowell of 
Harvard condemns the ordinary university dormitory 
and is trying to substitutc the Oxford college. 

No, gentlemen, the peculiar charm of Oxford IS not 
due to ber d.ormitories but to her sroried past; to tbe 
mcmories of her famous men; to her chapels; her colleges, 
each with its own individuality, where professors, tutors 
and studcnts live together in high company; w the 
thoroughly ~chol;lrly traditions of the leading colleges; 
and, not the least, to the work done in the famous pu blic 
schools of England before ever the students went up to 
Oxford. You cannot create a university out of bricks 
and mortar and ivied walls and lawns and playing fields. 
No merely mechanical re-arrangement of the student 
body will create a single new idea or a single new senti
ment in the spiritual life of the institution. 

Nevertheless, it is the firm intention of the Board of 
Governors to begin, as soon as possible, the provision of 
dormitories. Just where, is a question. The majority 
of you will think of Macdonald Park at once. But why 
not on Pine Avenue, or University Street? The space in 
Macdonald Park is not unlimited, and if all dormitories 
are crected there, what becomes of playing fields, the 
need of which is very urgent? Some have advocated a 
high dormitory building, but I shudder when I think 
of such a building-more than ever does the idea of the 
cheap hotel come to· my mind. 

] ha\c dwclt rather lengthily on this qucstion of 
dormitories, because it is onc not ligh dy to be disposed 
of, and because so many appear to judge our University 
not by what it has in the way of facilities or by what it 
has accomplished or is accomplishing now, but by what 
it has not and by what has been left undone. 

There are other material things the lack of which dis
appoints our friends. We are told we should have a 
Convocation Hall, another building for our Department 
of Music, a larger Physics Building, an enlarged stadium, 
more playing fields, more labOt'awry facilities, more 
accommodation for tbe Departments of Dentistry, Law 
and Architecture, and greater museum space. 

I admit all this, and the bare enumeration of these 
things will give some indication of the worries of your 
Principal. But there are other things which worry him 

morc. I am even prCf.~arcd to place these different neces
sities in the order in which I think they should be sup
plied, but there are other things which I think comc 
firs t. 

Great as matenal needs ma} be, the need of men ranks 
first and chiefest. We ma)' haye clear in our minds the 
mission and purpose of a UniYersity, we may appreciate 
the cOl1\"eniences it should hayc, ,,"e may haye our own 
special enthusiasms and aspirations, but the thing that 
most gives a uniYersllY character, reputation, respect, 
trad ition, value and meri t is the character of thc men 
and women on the s[~,ff. Every university IS bound to 

have mediocrities; like the Foor, they are always with us. 
But how can university rrail1lng hore to raise the intel
lectual tone of a community, bow can it punfy thc 
national taste, how can it cultivate the public mind, how 
can it train good citizens, unless the training rcceiyed in 
a university is imparted by men \\"ho tbcmsehes are 
examples of what good citizens should be, men who can 
not only teach but who can do; men who can insplrc 
and stimulate and develop the minds of the students who 
enter their class rooms, men, strong and true, v .. hose 
company is sought, whose counsel is sound, men who 
are wise and tolerant and just, mcn who know that no 
theory, however fascinating, is of any value if the student 
must immediately forget it when he enters the wurld of 
actualities and facts, men who can appreciate the needs of 
thcir fellow men and their country and who can play, and 

H. ~f. J AQUA YS 

Prcsldrnt, Monrrcal firJl1ch of the Graduates' SOC!ct). 
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are willing to play, an honest man's part in alleviating 
these needs? The need of such men in any country is 
always great, and particularly so in our young country 
with its wonderful resources and potentialities, with its 
manifold and complex problems and its marvellous 
possibilities. 

The greatest need of our country today is for first
class University professors who are capable of clear, 
unselfish thinking, honest leadership, good example;who 
are good teachers and have respect for scholarship and the 
arts; who hold a proper balance between the material 
and the ideaJ, and who have the scientific mind and 
training without which the fullest possible development 
of our resources will be greatly retarded. It is our aim 
and our duty to have a staff of such men. 

And now I must stop. I have taken up more of your 
time than I should have, but there is so much to say. 
Perhaps you will give me another opportunity. 

Let me conclude by giving you the assurance that 
·McGill is devoting her energy and her thought to the 
bettering of the students committed to her care, to 

serving the community in which she is situated and to 
building up the nation of which she forms a part. In 
this complex world of ours, with its gigantic tasks and life 
too short for their completion, there is urgent need 
for the capacity to turn with vigour and effectiveness 
to any labour, however unexpected, and to any problem, 
however novel, which the chances of time may present. 
We are trying at McGill to prepare our young men to 
meet and to conquer all the chances and changes of time, 
and to equip them for that role. We want them to leave 
us as .. mas ter ad venturers in the field of opportuni ty ... 
We hope, too, that the University will have an influence 
on their inner life; that they will acquire the solid 
satisfaction that comes from a broader vision and a 
deeper insigh t; that the University will contribute a 
heightened joy and an added solace which the treasures 
of literature and the interests of science afford them 
during the golden years spent with us. We seek to turn 
out not only leaders but disciples as well-men who will 
go to the front in the competitive pursuits of ordinary 
life, and who will contribute to the welfare and the 
progress of their own country and of the world. 
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REV. CANON ABBOTT-SMITH. D . D .• D .C . L. 

PRINCIPAL 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
principal, 1.1cGill University, 

110nt real. 

My ear Sir .rthur Currie: 

3473 UNIVERSITY STREET. 

MONTREAL. 

April 7, 1930. 

I~any thanks for so kindJ.y sending Me a 
copy of your address to the Graduate society. I appreciate 
it the more as,not being a graduete Myself, I did not have 
the opportunity of hearing it • 

.. Eey I take the opportunity of sayine, wi th
out any fulsomeness, that I am one of many who have noted 
with sympathy and great satisfaction the marvelous way n 
which you have filled the high office which you have held 
for the lest ten years,and the wise leadership you have always 
given not only in the internal affairs of the niversity but 
in its relations to the outside world. 

d4 representing the Theo10eica Colleges 
I also recognize C~ efully that you are in sympathy with 
our aims and ideals. I trust that we shall be able to carry 
these out more fully in the new Divinity all which I hope 
will add to the prestige of ~heology in the University. 

Our Convocation here is to e held on the 
evening of Uay 21st, of which you will receive fonnal notice 
later. If it is 0 ible -ror you to give this a ple.ce among 
your numerous engagements, ~e should greatly appreCiate your 
presence on that occasion. 

With kindest rega.rds 

Yours very faithfully, 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF APPLIED SC IENCE 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 



Deo.n H. S • .Ba.rton. 
odcna.lJi Coll<:ge, 

St. Anna de ellevue. 
P. • 

Dear De n rton; 

prll 6. 1930. 

For some t 1me past e have be n ende vour!11£':. to 
place before the readers of the -cGi11 ews" articles deal1 with the 
vario Fac<llt1es of the Unlversity ith n v1ew to le . Ing t e eraduates 
!mo t e recent develop ants and present conditions of the different 
taeultles. 

So far e ve pablis d t 0 such rtlcles, onc 
by Dean rtin on the edic!l.l c\ll\y, ",1ell ... s published in th 
Dec r 1929 issue, nd one by Dean Ira okay on the acUlty of 
Arts, w ch was pUbl1 h~d in 5ept ~er 19k9. 0 had onc on th 
Faculty of Applied Science b Dean H. ~c~ for publication in 
t e rch 1930 lsS"u.e. Which, hO'lIfcver. has been postponed a.nd \':ill 
appear in the next issue of the ;:,azlne, wbioo 18 published in June. 

t t e reCltest of the itor of the ru"'s section 
r. obert C. Fetherstonhe:;,;ch. e o.rc wrl tl to ask if 10U ould be 

80 kind s to BiTe us a similar article on • cdonald College. with a, 
view to pl clne' before the gro.dua tea a picture of cdona,ld as it 
is functioniIlG today. e could use two or three illustrations to give 
the rticle a, better set off t n 1 t ould !Otherwise have. e mo it 
Is hard rnr us to describe to you. in a letter the T lue such n artlcl 
would be in m&lntaln1ne the it;lterest of the eraduates in t e Un1 ersity 
at 1aree, but we do fee~ that~teps re taking are justified by the 
results obtained. s an example of hat e me , e are sending you 
under separa.te COTer 11 copy of the sept ber issue of the cOlll 17e s" 
elch includes the article on the t'acl.llty of Arts by Dean Ir. Kay. 

The pr minence lch has recently beon elven to the 
study of agrIculture by the roca~t~ deTeloned attitude of the ebec 
Prov1ncial Government bas given us an a.dded reason for desiring to 
bring acdonald College prominently before t e readers of the cOlll 
liews" t find e hope that you w111 sslst US in fulfilling this desire 
by lving your faT~ble considerat1on to the request whlch haT~ 
outlined aboTe. 

Very truly ~ours, 



wqt 
~fa~uatt.n' ~nritty nf ~t~ill lItnilltf.nity 

PUBLISHERS OF THE 

" THE McGILL NEWS" 
MCGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL 

General Sir Arthur ". Currie, 
On Board President ' s Special Train, 
Canadian Pacific Railway, 
Vancouver, B. C. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

PHONE MARQUETTI! 9181 

Sep tember 13, 1930. 

The September issue of the "l:cGill Ne ~s" 
has just come from the press, and we are sending you under separate 
cover a copy which e hope will be of interest to you. 

In the News Section you will find interesting 
articles on the University Library, Macdonald COllege, Morrin College _ 
Quebec, and other articles closely associated 1ith the University . 

fe would indeed appreciate it if yOJ. would 
consider giving us on your return a description of your trip, especially 
in regard to the meetings of ]'cGill graduates you will have en route. 

We know that you will be extremely busy on 
your return, so that we would not wish you to feel that this suggestion 
is made except as a means for ycu to tell all the readers of the'~~cGill 
News" of your experiences on your trip . 

Sincerely yours , 

GJi7 
Executive S cretary . 



r. Feathor tonh ueh , 
808 Drummond Court, 
ontr al, P. ~ . 

Do r Sir, 

Octob~r 8, 1930. 

I onalo ins h r Ith 
ot s of' "Pounder's Day Sp chft d lIver d by Sir 

Arthur Currie on Ootob r 6th, In oy H 11 upon 
th ooc sion of Foun rt D y th An 1 Fall 
Convoc tion 

th C ol'Y 1 n tot 
"cGIL1 8" h 

111 you kindly k cp 
nd r turn it to m h n tho 

t 1t up? 

Your f Ithtully. 

Seorotary to the Prlnclp .l. 
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R. (}. Fethers tonhaugh. ~ q •• 
808 Drummond Court, 
Drumr!lond Street, 

ont.oa.L. 

De r r. Fether tonh ugh, 

, 
Your lett r ot the 9th c m 1n this orn-

oomes 

promlso to r. Gl £] 00 plao tre-
bur n. I am imply ov rwh ork 

of th f ot that this 1 the end of. the 
calond r must b oonsid red 
~or 9 before le ving on their 

dam ndD b for • 11 of hioh 
n the extra work of oonvoc tIon 

I run afrai th 
8 I h v but f hotogr 

h not yet h nd d to n 
ith my trip. 110 ver,! 

111u tr 
ph ith 
11 the 
hall do 

t'on 111 be fe 
me. 1y eor t r 
tt r in oonneotion 
the b st 1 c n. 

Your f Ithfully, 

Prinoip 1 
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R. C. F atherstonh ue • E q., 
808 Dr ond Court p rt nt • 

n t r 1. 

De r r. t rstonh u h:-

I 
rtlo1e you d to • 

I f r, lthou h th r 
1n it. 

enolosine here ith the 
I 8 littl lon. 

1 good 1 of 

ill you kin 1y 1 
h n it is t up. 

To r t lthfully, 

Principal. 

proof 
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R C. 
808 D 
·ontre 

D ar r. 

of Y s tordaYe 

1. 

h r tonh u h:-

for t tiel 

• 

BU t 18th. 1931. 

not 
t d by you 

e 

I 
d 

our ~ ltht 11 

r1nclp 1. 



ugu t 27th. 1931 • 

• o. ug. s •• 
808 D t 
~ n t 

r F t r 0 

I ha r the proof 0 

r lel for t cGill :! " n ],}pro 

ot it Ith th 0 rr otion in 10 

r f it f 11 

Pr1nclp 1. 
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Th 00 oon t ntly r ourrln, d fiolt r the 
o use of -groat cono rn, in faot, th y re ~ost depreoain • 
It Is not h lpy oonditi n hon ono has to rofuse, nd 
oontinue to r fus , legitim to pplloatl n for flnanolnl 
sslst noe to onable proper develop~ont to two pl 00. The 

Un! ersity h ID do vory pronouno d progr ss during th 1 at 
t n yo ra, but onl boo use tho Bo rd of Go ornor s nctionod 
thee doficits. h v P Id our 1 and re not in d bt, 
but 0 r cnplt 1 ha boon l~p ire. nch year e have boen 
forc d to 0011 oOU~ltl0 to P y th s defiolt. and, of co r e, 
th t h meant that oach y r th ro h s beon 10 erin of 
our incomo nr Inc po er. Everyone ould be glad if things 

o that e 00 ld look for ard to paying our y by 
inoorne only, but I m fr ld th t h ppy condition 
rise for many y ara in th hictory of this Univer ity 

ro to 06ntlnue to r nk in th fir t flight ot unlver it! 
pI Y th p rt unlv r ity houl 1 y. 

Th r re lopping oft noth r 17,000 
rom ndlture, but 1 t myth t this me n 

10S9 of ticienoy. nd not th linin tion of, tee It 
Is pos ible to do thi boo u 0 0 ro outting do n the 
ppropriatlon for upkeep of e ound ,for 0 domio and 

11br ry supplies and equipment. nd boo un om t oher 
ho h ve rosignod re ropl 0 d by othor to hom are 
ying 10 r Inry. In unlv r itl. in bualnes , 

the 10 - 1 rie Dan is usu 11y th 1 qualified man. 

Ther ls. of oour • nother hloh th 
xpenditur might b 10 er d, nd th t b a nor 1 

out in 1 rios. I cannot upport th t su ) stlon, boonuso, 
on the ale, unlvor Ity 1 rie t ~cGlll ro 10 .• gon r 11y 
la r th n at the Un! er Ity of Toronto, t th U Ivor Ity of 
'ontr 1 and t the rio n uliv r 1tie • find it difficult 
to ke p our be t rn n it lSI th r being oon t ntly t mpt d 
to go Is h ro by the off r of high r aI · rie. 1 no of 
no unlv r ity in 0 nnd 1hloh i r ucing s 1 lee on account 
of th d pr lon. If did uoh thin th Unlver ity 

ould 10 in its 0 p clty to do th or hioh it 
founded. 

Aa th t t m nt outlln. ntloip te decro e 
in inoom n xt yoar ot G5,OOp, in th t r holple s. Th r 
10 a loss of th rnin po r of 1 t y r's defioit of 
338,000, th r 10 lOB on Inoom throu h d f u1ts in int ro t 

on bond is u nd through reduotion in dividen s; nd e 
ntlcip te 108 in f a, sol ly b 0 u of the dopr s ion In 

thi e m y b ,r e bly d1 ppoint u. 

lthough th tot pnropri tion r com nd dare 
17,000 loth n la t y r, ther i n lncro e in th 
ppro rl tion recomm nd tor ~ 1 rl • Of thl, 6.600 1 

un 01do. le. beaus it r pr nta 12 month t s 1 r.r to those 
to hom e ere only obliged to Civ 9 months' 1 t yo r, becaUB 
th y re engaged D from th fir t of J pternber. 

, 
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-lv t 
r8 ; 

largoly by 

nd have be n 

1 think Ion B f 1 t lth fe e 0 ptlon 
r 11y great unlv r Itl0 ot th orld h v n1 ye b en 
t~ nd Independent in tltution , and that in. tltutiona fre 

rnm nt lntl no nd oontro1h truly olontlflo 
8 It, ono th t 1 lea utl11t rinn in 1 n purpo ~ 
Univer 1 tl 8 'holly, or 1 rcely, suppo t d nts, in 
or r to tlsfy the vot r ho i8 t «to u ,h e 
not th freedom In G 1 ctlng th tent bo n In soientifl0 
or ar pron to pres for m tort 1 r ult. This in the long 

run 1 do d ning to sOiontlfio effort. 

Pn t ur, I suppo ,B of th t 
01 ntlsts. ~h pr otio 1 reoult of t ur must 

run 1 to ntold 1111ons, y t tt ur ould aa cc t h 
po Itlon in th 1ft of th r nch Gov rnm nt. b or 
indu try thr t ne b 0 tho be r ould koops 
P t ur olv d the prob1 m roturned to hi 1 bor tory-. 
Th ilk indu try .wa Co 0 extinction, a t 

in found th dltf'ioulty a in roturned 0 hi 1 bor ory. 
h ev r be~n so. ~ho tru soient! t doo hie b at or 

wh n left lone nd providod ith prop r facil1tla. H requlr 8 

no pr. ur or axtr n ou tlmulu. 

Boc us r pr1 lnstitution 
nt. In 11 ort of y loon pursue 0 r oour 0, 

by tho e influonces th t count for nothing in tha 
nt of true unlvor Ity ork, y t h mp r tho go ernrnont 

in tltutlon t ov ry turn. 

But thoro ls:;11 yo th lffioulty of pro ldln 
Duff101ent funds I thero 111 1 yo be tll t difflculty until 
th tim oomes h n th U 1 er ity h chi ved unlqu po 1tlon 
in 11 ita Dep rtment nd hen its pr rnlnonce 18 fully 
okno ledge. Then, fun 111 oone. r . no m king pro rass 

to s th t Gnvl bl position, nd any lnv st nt now n d to 
ohi v th t po 1tion 111 ily P Y for it elf. Until th t 

t1m 00 e mu t conoentrat on th thing ore orth Ihil • 
dla.lng deep r r th r th n spr dine our Iv s upe 1'101al1y. 
Th re 111 1 y b 11 orts of pro sur broug 0 b r upon 
u to b ein this Id to b gin th t ork of pr ctio I tralnln I 
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Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones : MA 2664 and MA 9181 • Local 15 

Revisit 
Old 
McGill 

~bt 

~rabuate~' ~ociet!' of jfMc~ill Wniber~it!' 
Publishers of "The McGill News 11 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

September 15, 1931. 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Graduates' Society held last night, it was decided to invite the 
Honourable L. A. Taschereau to be the guest of honour of the Graduates' 
Society at the McGill-'Varsity football game, to be held on the last 
day of the Graduates' Reunion, October 17th. 

Our first choice was Lord Bessborough, who is 
unable to be present, and our next choice fell on Mr. Taschereau, as 
he is an honour graduate of the University, and has shown considerable 
interest in the affairs of the Graduates' Society, in such ways as 
acting recently as President of the Quebec branch of the Society, during 
the first two years of its existence, and by sympathetic interest in 
the Graduates' Society Employment Bureau, and "The McG1ll News", both 
of which have received small but welcome financial assistance from the 
Quebec Provincial GoTernment through him, during the present year. 

We also understand that Mr. Taschereau's wife 
ls a distant relative of our founder, James McGill. 

Before taking any action in this matter, we woqld 
like to know if the selection of Mr. Taschereau as our guest of honour 
would meet with your approval. 

Faithfully yours, 

~ 
GJW Executive Secretary 

REUNION OF McGILL ALUMNI 
OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 17,.1931 
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Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones : MA 2664 and MA 9181 • Local 15 

Revisit 
Old 
McGill 

~be 

~rabuate~' ~ocietp of :mc~ill Wniber~itp 
Publishers of "The McGill News" 

Sir Arthur W. Curr1e, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
McGlll University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

September 21, 1931. 

On behalf of the Editorial Board 
of "The McGill News", I am writing to thank you for your 
article on "The Posl tion of McG111 Today", which was 
published in the September number. 

We feel sure that this article 
w111 be read with very deep interest by all McGlll 
alumni, who have the University's welfare at heart, and 
so we hope that its appearance w111 assist the University 
as well as prove to the graduates that through "The McGill 
News", they receive regularly information of the greatest 
importance concerning the University. 

It is most gratif.ying to the 
Editorial Board to feel the close interest which is 
taken in "The McGill News" by all the senior members of 
the staff, and its use as a medium through Which to 
express their views to the graduates will always be 
welcome. 

Faithfully yours, 

GJW Executive Seoretary 

REUNION OF McGILL ALUMNI 
OCTOBER 141 15 1 16 1 17 / -1931 
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teaohings stifle intellectual oriti iam ot the pres nt state ot 

sooiety_ And it is Bigni!! ant that other colleges in Oanada, h10h 

are gOT~rnment cnao:ed, hav~ student bodies, whioh are far less 

apathetio to curr$nt probleruG t'wn ~ucGilJ. le. 

The n~l!c 0 i to instil into the 

stud nts the b A10 .f that thG ~r(;hJell etat of ooiet;y is the beat 

possible, and thAt t . ..'1 t1.0:l its l::£'inciplea i8 lUlIlloral. History 

18 the r cO?'d of Jl' s ~hal1gi' g ~:t IJ tu de to life, and great uniTer-

it1ee have always b cn ut the van of the ohang. Reforms should 

have bA n advocat d for long at t un1verait1 s before th~~r adop

tion by the oountry aa a wholo. It in impossible for a University 

to retain a ernat re~ut tion, and emuin oO~8ervati~e. 

TIere on doe not find any .. 'cGill graduates leading in the 

quest for better etate, though they a.re well reJlre ant d in th 

rioh ruling 018888 t all of whom, being incapabl~ ot philosophic 

douhts, are firm believers in the rj.ghta of prop rty, and e.l1 of 

whom are, if not aotually corrUpt themselv~et 

Qorruption in public lif • 

11 aware of the 

This giv 8 real causa ox their fear, to those, ho are afraid 

that ~cGill 1 not holding her lace in the intellectual not 

teohnioal - p~ocr.esB ot tho world. ~cGill graduate must not 

merely assume th t they s.r pla.yi •. ,.,~ e ding ]J8.rt l.n the national 

lite. They m t examine tho at";ltude of th midGl aged graduate 

to ourrent problemH. Th y will t en reali e that suoh a one is 

quite out ot tou h °th the trend £ thought in the world. Only b7 

training h r sona to npproaoh ID d rn problems in a tree, tolerant, 
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YcGILL STANDS STILL 

by John F. Clos., B.Com. '33 
(La. 0734) 

In the last number of this paper, there appeared a rather 

flattering artiole, written by Mr. PItts, ot the part MoG111, and her 

graduates, were playing in the national life of Canada. At firat 

Sight, by aooepting Mr. PItts appraIsal at its faoe value, it would 

oertainly seem that MoGill was fulfilling the tradition. and ideals, 

ot a tine and 11beral nature. But nothing is more dangerous thaD a 

8uperfioial praise of oneself and when one analyae. the ground. tor 

Mr. Pitts' oongratulations, one ia lnevitab17 drawn to a las8 appre

oiative conclusion, and to a qualified pessimism about the immediate 

futur • 

TO begin with -- and this is comparative17 insignifioant, 

oWlng to the arbitrary natura ot the ohoioe -- let U8 take the list, 

whioh Mr. Pitts supplied, ot tho •• men who are aaid to have done .0 

much to reali,. the "funotion and ideal ot MoGill to make men". Of 

that number, three are included one is foroed to believe, merel7 beoause 

4t they are, or wer., the prinoipals of the institution, as if tha~ were 

enough of itselt, to confer ireatn.s, of ideals on aD¥ one of th.m. 

It one is oapable of divoroing one'a intellect from one's reverenoe 

tor establlshed authority, one is at leaat · justlfied in doubtlng 

whether any ot those three has aohieved, in himself, aD¥ degree ot 

academio, or kindred, di.tinotion, suffioient to merit tor him the 

title ot great. Though one la, of oourse, a well known aoldier. 

~he t~th is, howaver hard it may look on paper, that the pr1ncipal ot 

MoGill 1. ohosen tor his administrative qualities, and for hi. 

oapacity in dealing with tho.e rather fractious souroes from whioh 

KoGll1 draws ita fresh oapital. A -hard-won independenoe" oarrie. 



with it almost .a many disadvantagea. as advantagea. as the comptroller 

ot the ccllege would probably admit readily. And. althcugh the 

de.iderata for a principal involve capacity ot the highest degree. lofty 

ideals are not what is sought primarily by thoae making the choice. 

~he reat of the list oonalata largely of doctora, containing 

also three lawyers. turned politioiana. the best about whom. it may be 

aaid. waa they they stood out from a bo4y ot politioians. aaknowledged 

by all to be singularly lacking in that hlgh .ense of publl0 morality • 

• 0 necea.ary to the modern •• ate. Doctor •• however di.tingui.hed. are 

notorioas for their alootne •• trom publIC admini.tration. and their 

gr.atn •••• a. with that of the sOientists. is ot a peculiar kind. 

having little immediate bearing upon the national life. though ot vast 

Indirect oon.equence. 

~hus one may at least speculate upon the value ot suc~ a list. 

But the chief feature of the McGill graduates' alleged great part in 

publlc affairs. ls claimed to be derived from Its hlgh ideals ot ncn

politioal. non-seota_ian tolerance. and here is where one can lay the 

gravest oharge at the present administration of the College. Here 

is the point, where one is foroed to doubt the fona fide. of MoGill'. 

claima to strict impartiality. A university -- and this is the point, 

whlch particularly needs rubbing in -- should be the leader ot the 

intellectual life of the country in whlch it ls placed. Reform. 

ot all kinda should have been toreseen and advocated. at the universities 

ot a oountry. long before their adoption by the rest ot the community. 

by definition less philosophloally inclined. and naturally more oonser

vative. 

But in a day, when the intellectuala of all nations are 

que8tioning the ideals in which one was brought up. and the people at 

large. even in this country, are beginning to aee the patent 



s. 

illogioalities of the 8Y8tem under whloh t)ey 11ve. one find. the 

avowed poll07 of the.e who shape the destiD¥ of the 0011e8e. one ot 

unrea80ning denial ot the right to queation ideals, who.e ohiet virtue 

appears to be their venerabllit7. Instead of an attitude ot 

soeptioal doubt. not only of the old ideas, but a180 ot the new, one 

find. merely the open unoritioal support ot a rapidly ob80leaoiDg 

theory of ethioa. 

Indead of oomplete alootnes8 trom all propoganda one finds a 

un.wervlng 10Balty to the old British idea18. and traditions -- a 1 0 7&1\7 

.p strong that it oondemns all oritioi8m as heresy. to be refuted by 

foroe, rather than by argument; a loyalty with a tar stronger ho14 than 

there i, in the oollege of the U.X., the oountry of its origin. And 

in an age when the rights Of individuals to private property are being 

inoreasingly questioned, and have been aotually abolished in one large 

oountry. one finds a~ YoGill only fanatioal belief in those rights. 

and an unreasoning fear of a~ who que.tion them, expres.ed by the tre

,uent effort8 on the part of the faoulty to ourb all intelleotual 

radicalism oa the part ot the student8, and th peouliar manner in 

whioh the member. of the staff tend to be ohosen trom ez-member. of the 

Briti8h fighting foroes. Even when it i8 universally admitted that 

the military mind is - generally - ill adapted to the aoademio 

instruotion of the young. 

Ably abetted by the rigid ezolusivism of the rioher fraternitIes, 

the ou~lative effeot of these teaohing8 on young and pliable minds, ia 

to tend to stifle all forms of intell&otual oritioism, bo~h oonstruotive 

and de8truotive, of the pre8ent system of sooiety. It i8 signifioant 

that other oolleges in Canada -- notably ~oronto -- whioh 8uffer from the 

"disadvantage" ot being government endowed, have a student body in whioh 



there is far less general apathy to current problems, than MoGill's 

~he avowed polloy at the educators at YcGll1 seems to be to instll into 

the students that the present state of oivilisation is the best poasible, 

and that to question its principles in any way, is highly unmoral. ~his 

would imply that they believe that the present state will endure for 

ever, which, to say t~e least of it, ls an assumption without aur 

historical preoept, man being an evolutionary animal, and incapable 

ot remaining unchanged for long. History Is the reooid at man's 

continually ohanging attitude to lite; and great universities have 

always been at the van of the ohange. No university oan oreep along 

in the rear, and still remain great, and there are suftioient indioations 

that McGill is rapidly getting out Of touch with the temp. ot modern life. 

to make those ot her graduates, who do not sufter trom intellectual 

blindness, nervous for her reputation. 

In this oountry one does not now tind many KoGill graduates 

pl~ing a leading part in the quest for a better state, though we oan 

still find them w81l represented in the top at the technical trades, and 

in the ra .. s ot the present ruling classes, all of whom, having no 

philosophio doubt at all about the subject, are firm believers in the 

tights at private property, and many of whom ar., it not aotually oorrupt, 

well aware at the oorruption in publio life. Surely this gives real 

reason for their fear, to those who feat that KoGill i8 tOday failing to 

retain her place in the intellectual progreas ot the world? Surely 

there is no more latent danger to the College'a reputation, than a general 

assumption on its part that it is still playing a great part in the 

national lite, and which refuses to question the grounds for that 

assumption, even when to outsiders it i8 obviously based on vanity ot the 

moat fatuous nature? And trom one's own observations, one ia aoon 



I. 

soon torced to conclude that reputations are not taken tor granted 

nowaday.; and it will indeed be a sad day when UcGill wakes up, unless 

it faces the whole questionoravely now. 

~o sum uP. YcGill graduates must not merely assume that they 

are playing a leading part in the national lite of to-day. They must 

examine the attitude of the middle aged gaaduates, to the current 

problem., and when they do that, they will be compelled to realise that 

the average graduate of that age i. quite obliviou. to the prevailing 

trend of thought all round him. ~hia ls a sad oontrast with the 

attitude ot men from el.ewher., and Is due to the all too influential 

ettect of their student training in blind obedienoe to out worn shib-

boleths. Further more one oan derive no oomfort from the attitude 

of the normal graduate today. Only by approaching the problems of 

national l1fe in a free, tolerant, and objeotive manner, and by train

ing her sons to do the same, can the Univeraity oontinue to uphold the 

reputation she onoe held, and which, tested on the lines indioated 

abov., appears now to be slipping from her. Only then, after a 

searching self-examination can she really congratulate herself on the 

part her graduates are playing in the nation'. aotive 11te. 

Signed: John F. C~o8e 

Comm '33 
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In the 1 at n bel' o~ this paper, th re ppeared rather 

flattering article, written by r. Pitts. ot th p rt ·cGIll, nd her 

grad tes, were playIng th the nation 1 life of Can dao At first 

sight hy cceptlng t r •• 1tts appr Is 1 at its fac value, it ould 

cart i ly se m th t ~cGil1 fulfilling tho tr dl ions and Ideals, 

of a ~lne nd liberal n ture. t nothln is ore dangerous than a 

superficial pr lse of one If nd hon one analyses the round8 for 

r. Pltts' oongratul tio , ne Is iuevlt bly n to a les8 appre-

clatlve eo elusion, and to u 11t1 pe bo t the immediate 

future. 

o begin with -- nd thig 1 compar tl el insignifloant, 

0 .. 12'1 to tbe f -- l t u t e the list. 

_hIe 1'1'119 f tho re ai to have done eo 

much to realls the "function n ide 1 f foGi 1 to n ke en'. Of 

th t n bel', three are tn.ludo one Is orae to bolieve, erely because 

they re, or w re. the prIncipals of th i 8titutiou, as if that ere 

enough of Itself, to confer reatness of i e 1 on ny one of them. 

It one ls oapablo ot divorcing one'a in lleot from one' reverence 

for eat blished uthority, one 18 at leaat justified in oubtlng 

whether any of thoso throe h 8 chi v ~ in himsolf. any degree ot 

academiC, or kIndred, istin tIon, 8uffioient to erl for him the 

tltle of r t. Though ono la, of oour • .e11 nown soldier • 

!he truth 1_, however hard it ay look on p per, that the principal of 

oGl11 ia chosen for hi. adml iGtr tive qualities. en for hi. 

capacity in dealln with thoae r ther fraotious sources from hlch 

KcGill draws ita ~re8h capital. A "hard-won independenoe" carries 



t 
.. .. 

ith It 8 ny isa nt es, • a vant 88,.S the comptroller 

of t coIl 8e oul ad it re dl11'. n. lthough t e 
d.aider ta for pri:nclp 1 invol c ac1~ of t • hi hest degree, loft7 

Ideala re not h t is sough prim rl1y y those akl the choice. 

~he ~e8t at the list consists largely t octors, contalnlDg 

a180 hre lawyer. tur e politlcl ns. the b at abo t who , it mB7 be 

aald, w a hey they stood out from a oay of politicians, .kao le4ge4 

by 11 to e sIngularly lac in th t hI h seuse of publIc mora11ty. 

80 ec sa r.y to the odern *ate. Doctors, ho ever 18tlngulahe. are 

notorio for thel loofnes d In18~r tion, ud their 

sraatnesa. Ba wl t of h scl ntlst • 18 of peculiar kin , 

havln 11 tic i a lnto 

indirect conso ouve. 

'rllus one ay lea t 

POll t . 1 life, though ot vast 

ec upon th v 1 e of sucjl a list. 
But the Chief fe t re of the cGlll t8 • all e nreat art iD 

publ .lc ff 11' • i8 cl 1 o b r1ve 'f'ro 1 8 19h 1deala of non-
politic 1, nOB-sect 1:1an 01 r er is :ro on 1&7 tu 

c area t th resont 1 n of Oollege. Here 

18 th 01 t. 1 r one i8 forc to oubt th ft 08 of t:oGl11 '. 
cla111. to atric t imp r ialit • univ ratty -- n this 1. the po1nt. 

wblch partlcul 1'17 nee B rub IJ1g be he le er o~ the 

Intellectual lif of he co n r.J I which it R forma 

'of all kinds should have een fore.een n advoc te • at th niYerai tie. 

of country, long betoro their a optIon by the rest ot the co nit)", 

by 4e 1uition 888 phl1osop la 1 y incl1 ., nd n t ~ 11~ more conaer

"'ativ •• 

But 1n a ay, when the intellectu la of all nntions cr. 

queatlon1Dg the 1deals In which one ~as brought p, and the people at 

1a1' .t ev n In thi8 country, re beginning to eee the atent 



• 

1110g10 lIt! 8 of the y t un r hleh y liv , 0 e finds th 

avo poliC7 of thoe p t e do tiny of th collo e. one of 

unr aonlng nl 1 of th right to quo tion Ius 1, hose chief virtu 

aTS to th lr 0 er bl11ty. In t a ot of 

c ptle~l dou t. not only of the 01 Id • ut 1so f th n • 0 

£1 erely the pen uncrltic 1 ppor Of a r pi 1y 0 ole 01 

t cory ot thlca. 

Ind a of co pI to froe 11 propog nda on finds 

10 alty to th old ritleh la al • r dltlons a l07alty 

th t it con 11 cr.itloi as hero y. to b r rut d by 

toro , Tath r th by nt; loy Ity ith f r trongor hol than 

thar 10 in thv coIl go Of the U.K., th 00 ntry of it origIn. And 

in n &go ihe~ the rl hts of Indl i u 1 to pr! te propcrtT re beln 

1 ere si gl~ quo tlon d. nd hnv 11y bollshed lone lare 

countr,y. one finds cGil1 only f tIc 1 b liet in tho rig t • 

n~ n unr n in £o~r of 0 que tlon tho~, ~~ress the fre-

uont {fort. on t 6 part of the incul . to 0 rb ~ll int llootu 1 

10 11 0 the p rt of toe nd t cull r nn in 

10 h ot th at ff t nu to b ohosen fro f the 

rltl h fightIng forc. v n h n it i r ltt d t a 

th illtary i 1 - ~ n lly - 11 ptod to th oDic 

1 motion of th younG_ 

Ably ~ th 

th tiv f the 

to t t at!!l 11 for 

d d tructl • of t 

that oth r 00110 e i C 

ft la dy nt ge Of ing OT r 

r1gid xoluslvla of t e ichor fr t rn1ti a. 

t ohi on yo ng cd pl1 bl lnds, ls 

tint 11 ctu 1 critic! • o. h construot1 

t yst of ocl ty. It i ignl!lCant 

not bly Toronto -- whlch uf! r from the 

nt oudo t dent body in hich 



th re ia t ono rei ap th o c rr nt pro 

t cGll1 B 

cGil '. 
~he polioy f 

t 

uee and th to 

wonl Imply h t they 

V8~ whloh, to 8 

historical reo 

tors s to e to in tl1 into 

p~ s nt t e f ciyll1z tion Is e be t possible. 

prlnalpl • 1 hlehl~ u oral. fhls 

all VB h t the present state 111 f r 

of it. i. an seu ptlon 

bel D vol tionary nnlma1 9 nd inc pable 

o~ rem tuiu uuch nged for 10 • 

oontin 117 chan 1 e t ltude to lit, 

ry 18 the reeo d ot m '. 

nd t niy rGitl • ha • 

al 78 aen t the n of the c 

in the raor. nd till 

th t 0 111 18 idly gettlu 

to m kG thoe o~ her gr uatea. 

blindnes., nervou for her 

e. 0 orsit n creep long 

• nd th r r u lalent in lea iona 

out of to ch wl h the te p. of odern 11~ •• 

ho 0 nat suff r fro 1 telleotual 

tion. 

1 thl Dun 06S no 0 find any cGIIl raduat •• 

playl le~dl g p rt 1 the for tt r te, though.e can 

still rl d them ell r p~ sen p of the teohnic 1 tradea, and 

in t r • of the pro ant r li 11 f ho , h vin no 

hl1osop ie do t t 11 bout r fir liev re in the 

fight. of prlv t proper~. Q U1 of ho r., 1f not etual17 corrapt, 

.ell aw re of the corr~ption in public lIte. urely this Ives real 

re 10 for "heir fe r, to those Who feat t at eGl11 Is to ay failing to 

retain her pine in the lntellGotual prohrea. o~ the o~ld? Sur.lT 

th re 18 no mo e 1 tent aDS r t th ColI ets reputation, than general 

assumption on its part that it 1. still pI ying a great p rt in the 

national lit, and which rofuses to 9stion th~ grounds for that 

assumption, even when to 0 talder. it is obyl0 sly base on vanity of the 

moat fatuo 8 na re? D ~rom on.ts 0 n 0 .erv t1on •• one 1. aoon 



• - • ., 

Boon fore d to conclud th t eput ti no ~r ot t k n for r nt 

now days; nd 1t 111 e b a s d day hen cGl11 ke up. unl G 

it t c the hol u tlonbr v ly now. 

0 u~te t et r 1,. .... UJ t t they 

re pla iug rt in tho n t1011Ul 11:f' of 0- y. fJ'Y Must 

ex the ttltude of the 1 dle g t , to t e 0 J.rre t 

proble 9, an when they 0 th t, they 111 b co p 11 d to 'l" 0.11 that 

t e nV r go gr du to of that ng 1 quit 0 livlou to the p~ov i11ng 

tre of thought 11 ro nd him. Th! 1 a 0 d co tr~st ith h 

tti u of 

it et ot their 

bol th '" 

ot the norm 1 

n loJUll lit in 

in her OUS t 

re_ut tien 8 

o 

1 

t 

ore 

e ton y. 

nn 10 us to th 1,1 too intluont' 1 

11 d ob ahi -

c n r1v no comfort :from t e tt1tud 

Onl by p>rQ chine the proble 8 of 

tr~ , tolor n t n obj ctive m nner. nd by train-

a n th Un! erB1~ con Inue to uphold 

n hleh. t s .ed on th lin 1 1cat 

bov, pp er no to he 811 p ng fro~ her. Only then. :ft r 

S8 rch1 

part 

inatlon 0 n le re 1 y conr,r 

e8 ar }'1 yine in h :nut on'e ot1vc 11f'G. 

ed: John F. C~ole 

'om t33 

on the 
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