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MACBRIEN, 

MAJ. GEN J.H. 



ot tawa, Hay 18,1925. 

My dear Sir Arthur,-

I appreciate more than I can 
express your letter of congratulation of 
May 15th, and my wife joins me in thanking 
you sincerely for your good wishes. r 
hope to have the pleasure of entertaining 
you and Lady Currie in ottawa so thnt you 
may meet my wife. 

r feel quite undeserving of 
the regard which you express for myself, 
but your kino remarks will act as an 
incentive to become worthy of same. 

Again thanking you and Lady 
Currie for your good w·shes, and looking 
forward to seeing you on Tuesday in Kingston, 

Believe me, 

General Sir A.Currie, 
GCHG. ,XCB. , 

l;1ontreal, P.'~. 

Yours sincerely, 



ottawa I.1arch 17,1925. 

Hy (leRr Sir Arthur,-

Thank you for your 
le t ter 0:: I1R)'"ch 14th. Prtdny, the 
27th will be quite suitnble for the 
meeting of the Advisory Boar8,and thore 
should be snfficient tOMe between trnins 
to discuss the MRtter to be cons~dered. 

The necessar~7 TrRns­
Dor t warran t will be sen t ~Ton b;T the 
Adjlltrrnt-Gener1.1's Branch. 

General Sj.r J rthur Cnrrie, 
Pri nct ~ 1 , IIcGj 11 Un i versi t~1 t 

Hon t renl,"p . • 

yonrs Rincerel~T t 



Docember 19th 9 1923. 

y dear YaoB.:-

Thank you vOry much for your letter 
of the 17th of Dececber with reference to Carey. 
You have said Just hat I told him. 

I am glad that iOU are back again 
and hope tjat some time oon I may see you, when 
you can tell me all that ent on on the other side. 

ost cordially reciprooating your 
good iahes, I ac, 

Ever yours faithfully, 

ajor-General J.B. aCBrlen,C~ll.G.,D.S.O •• 
Department of nat~onal Defence. 
Ottawa •. 



CANADA 

N . D. A.l68a 

lOOM-12.22 
1772-39-376. 

1l\epartment of ~ational tDdentt 

December 17, 1923. 

My dear Sir Arthur, 

I have just returned from 
~n,land and on arrival at the office 
this mornin, found your letter dated 
November 1, enolo8i~ one from Bri,.­
General A.B. Carey, awaitin: me. 

I am afraid that this 
Offioer's ohanoes of ~etting a job 
in the Canadian Foroes,or as Commandant 
of the R.Y.C. at Kint;ston, are very 
remote but his name shall be borne in 
mind in the event of anythi~ turni~ up. 

With best wiqhes for Christmas 
and the New Year, both to Lady Currie III d 
yourself , 

Believe me 
Yours Sincerely, 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.Y.G., 
&0., &0., &0., 

The Prinoipal, 
MaGill University 

Montreal. 



Sopte ber 
Thlrte nth 

19~2. 

ajor-Goneral J.R. aoBri n,O. ~G.,D.~.O., 
Department of Militia Defenoo, 
otts a. 

D ar Sir;. 

In the absenoe of Gene~l Curr1 
I am fo arding to you the attaoh d inquiry ith 
ref r noe to One ~ uel Ea in Curr n. 

Perhap you ;ould be good o~ough 
to P ss it On to th proper departme~ • 

Yours faith£Ully, 

Prinoipal's Seoretary. 



eears. Loft1 
60-6 adlso 
Chioago, Ill. 

Dear S1rs:-

Bros. & Co., 
stre t. 

September 
Thirteenth 

1922. 

• 

In the absenoe of ~ir rthur Ourrie 
I beg to aoknowled reoeipt of 'your letter of 
September 7th making inquiry .1th referenoe to one 
~amuel Edw1n Ourran. 

As it is over two years sinoe 
Ge~ernl Curr1e s ared his oonneotion 1ith the 
Department of Militia & Dofenoe, I am for arding 
your letter to the Chief of th Go~eral Staff, 

l11t1a Departme t. ottawa, who may be able to give 
you the infor.mation you require. 

Yours faithfully • 

.. 
Prinoipal's Seoretary. 



Canadian Artillery Association 
ARTILLERY SUMMARY No. 9 

,JAXUARY, 1922 

PART I. 
PREVENTION OF WAR. 

By MAJOR-GEX. J. H. :\1AcBRIEX, C.B., C.~I.G .. D.S.O. 

In one of the most interesting lectures given before the Alberta Military 
Institute. Major-Gen. :\IacBrien, C.B., C.l\I.G., D.S.O., Chief of the 
General Staff of Canada, ash: "Has an era of everlasting p~ace arrived ?" 
and proceeds: To answer this question correctly, one must consider the 
following in order to arrive at a correct conclusion:-

One must study history and human nature. 
We learn instrospection by retrospection. 
We must. r-;tudy cause and effect. 

(a) What i~ war? 
Cb) How is it caused ? 
(c) What conditions should be existing in the world if eyerlastin~ 

peace has come ? 
(d) Does history repeat itself ? 

What is War '? 
Sherman said: "War is hell." 
War was once an invigorating and manly occupation in which chivalry 

had a fair field. Nowadays it. has been robbed of its attractions t.hrough the 
progress of science and the application of chemical discoveries and mechanic­
al devices. The late war was marked by horror and was a monstrosit.y of 
destructiveness and cruelty. 

History shows that learning and prowess of arms excel and flourish in 
the same men in the same age. 

Bacon says: "Learning does not soften men's minus nor make them 
less apt for the honour and exercise of arms." 

Scientists destroyed the enemy wholesale while we profe:5sional soldien 
had to do it on a small scale in comparison. 

War is the continuation of politics by other means; 
War is a political instrument; a continuation of political commerce; 
The act of one government imposing its will upon another by force. 
Disraeli said: "War is only an aggravation and not. a cure of trouble 

between nations." 
This is true as the Great War did not end wars as many hoped it would. 

CAUSES OF W A.R. 

In by-gone days war was caused by the ladies, such as Helen of Troy; 
ladies now only cause domestic wars. 

Again it has been caused by the ambitious kings and soldiers; religion, 
or conquest for commerce. 

In the future they may be caused by governments seeking world power; 
competition for world commerce; or as an outlet for populati~n. . . 

War is the effect or action of one government trying to Impose Its WIll 
upon another-effect of natural ambitions. 

Are the causes of war diseases? 
In order to eliminate war, its causes must be removed. 



CONDITIONS REQUIRED FOR EVERLASTING WORLD PEACE. 

(a) Brotherly love between individuals and nations; police forces 
dispensed with; law of land. 

(b) Nations disarming or disarmed and manufacture of warlike stores 
abandoned; international laws. 

(c) League of Nations settling disputes. 
(d) Complete change in human nature; to fight is natural for man and 

beast-up to the present it has been survival of the fittest in all animal life. 
Right and Justice should rule the world, but as yet they do not. 

ARE THESE CONDITIONS FULFILLED? 

Late war furnished ample evidence that man's primitive instincts have 
not materially altered since the stone age. 

More devilish cruelty by Germans than ever before; Joy of killing 
Boche! Many remember it. 

Late war was more than a momentary triumph of primitive powers 
of evil over the goodness of God: 

Does world situation reassure us? The reverse. 
Austria-Germany-Russia menace. D.S.A. and Japan. German re­

venge on France. 
German air menace is now greater than ever before in its potential 

means of destruction. 

CAN WAR BE PREVENTED. 

Ca) It is the essence of Christianity to believe in the gradual improve­
ment of the human race and the ultimate elimination of the cruel and bloody 
evil of war. 

Cb) Optimists, Pacifis.ts, Advocates of unpreparedness and disarmament 
are optimists, if sincere; if not sincere, they are probably conscientious 
objectors. 

Definition of optimists: A man who fell from a 20-story building was 
once heard to say as he passed the 10th story-"Thank Heaven I am all 
right so far." 

Now, the greatest optimist in the world is the ostrich; she hides her 
head and believes she cannot be seen because she cannot see her enemy or 
ber danger. 

Job said: "The ostrich is without fear because God hath deprived her 
of wisdom; neither hath he imparted to her understanding." 

I should like to read Job's comment upon the present advocates of 
unpreparedness. 

Cc) Study of human nature. History and world conditions lead me to 
the conclusion that war will recur. 

Banishing of war is more than casting off an ancient and barbaric 
tradition; calls for establishment of conditions enumerated. 

CAN THE LIKELIHOOD OF WAR BE REDUCED? 

I think so. 
It is a matter of insurance. Surest method of maintaining peace lies 

in a strong defensive policy against war. 

MEASURES WHICH WILL DELAY WAR. 

(a) Wise treaties. Definite alliance with France and Belgium might 
have prevented the Great War. 

Close alliance between the branches of the Anglo-Saxon race. 
Cb) Support league of nations. World super government. Membership 

of league embodies acceptance of the idea that war is one of the greatest 
evils and dangers to our civilization. 
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(c) Strongly support the inner league of .nations, which is my name for 
British Empire. Canada is keystone of empIre. 

Let us resolve to be the strongest link in the chain composed of kinship 
and blood which binds the empire together. Except perhaps for our poten­
tial strength we are the weakest. Life in various parts of the empire has made 
me an ardent imperialist and I hope a better Canadian than I ever was 
before. 

(d) Raise the physique and morale of our population. The future of 
Canada and the empire is in the hands of our children-therefore advocate: 

1. National Physical training in schools. l Health, patriotism, leader-
2. National boy scout training. J' ship, selfcontrol, honour. 
3. National cadet training. 
4. National training in good citizenship. 
5. Definite plans for selection and assimilation of immigrants, churches, 

schools, societies, service for Canada. 
Take a pride in being British; not like the mule which has no pride in 

ancestry nor hope from posterity. 

ALIENS IN CANADA. 

There are 400,000 aliens in Ontario alone and a large number in other 
provinces. 

(e) Spread knowledge of war. Canadian public do not yet realize what 
war mean~ except through loss of relatives; those who understand war and 
its terrible results will help delay its coming. 

Visit the devastated area-help us resolve to prevent Canada having 
devastated area. 

(f) Maintain an adequate defence force. I shall deal with this later. 
A citizen army is a bulwark of peace. 

(g) Thorough peace organization of the nation. Sound peace strategy. 
so that should war come our full strength may be put into the struggle at 
the right time and the right place. This is our peace strategy. 

Loss of initiative may mean loss of war. War is a gigantic busines~ 
propo~ition in whj('h nn.~ion (or nations) is pitted against nation, not army 
vs. army alone. There IS a place for everybody and everybody must. be in 
hi" right plaef'. 

(h) Patriotic soci€tie::;, defence league. to be created. Needed in peace 
as in war. Let this society be known as one which stands for teaching of 
patriotism. ' 

Does history repeat itself? Yes. 
Sun Tzu, Chinaman, 600 B.C., wrote: "The art of war teaches us to 

rely not on the likelihood of t.he enemy not coming, but on our readiness to 
receive him; not on the chance of his not coming to attack us, but rather on 
the fact that we have made our position unassailable." 

The military defence system of the empire should be a democratic, 
unselfish preparedness in which each nation bears its fair share of the 
burden of taxes and service. 

AN ADEQUATE DEFENCE FORCE. 

A citizen defence force is a bulwark of peace. 
(a) The raison d'etre for which armed forces exist is "by force to re­

establish peace where the general body of citizens or statesmen chosen to, 
represent them, have brought about a state of war." 

(b) Size is determined by: World conditions; Our st.ake in the empire; 
Value we place upon our homes and country; population and wealth. 

(c) Composition. 
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1. Navy: Cannot bring a war to a decision alone. Trafalgar, the 
most decisive naval victory ever gained, was fought ten years 
before the termination of the war with Napoleon. 

2. Army: Soldiers who are citizens first. 
3. Air force: As complement to navy and army. Exploration; 

survey; commerce; transportation. 
4. Organization of population and resources. 

Coal fuel is an important factor in defence of Canada. 
Defence for(,o requirements should be co-ordinated by a ministry of 

defence with defence staff. 
(d) Four essentiah; for efficient citizen defence force. 

1. Highly trained staff; corps of well trained officers; constant 
changf's in war. 

2. Proper numbers, pro rata with population: "God on side of 
the big battalions."-Napoleon. 

3. Sufficient training-nation~ll crime to send youth to war 
untrained. 

4. Adequate supply of war material-deficiencies paid for in lives. 

TRAINING. 

Patriotic zeal alone cannot cope with a disciplined force. 
Any attempt to employ war levies in a military emergency would result 

in the annihilation of the men of whom they are composed. 
"It never troubles the ,yolr how many sheep there be." 
Training takes time and money. War does also, but costs lives in 

addition. Military training saves lives in peace and in war. 
Military training prC'pares our young manhood for the privilege and 

obligation of serving their country in time of need and make them hetter 
citizens and elevate the physical. mental and moral standard of the Cana­
dian people. 

" Every able bodied youth has the right to demand physical and mental 
training of his country. 

War is seldom a matter of choice. 
If we don't fight we pay; 
If we do fight we must win or pay. 

To win we must be able to fight as soldiers; not as a mob. Hence 
necel:isity for an adequate defence force. 

(e) Some advocates of unpreparedness say we have sufficient trained 
men in the country and that we should have a naval and military holiday 
for a term of years. That is tantamount to saying "if a war occurs, let the 
veterans do it: they know how." 

(f) Value of a strong or moderate sized defence force. Many military 
experts agree that had the British empire been in a position to put 500,000 
trained men in the field in 1914, within a month of the outbreak of war, 
that Germany would have' avoided war. Result: thirty million casualties 
saved. Germans also tried to take advantage of and counted on the lack 
of organization within the empire. 

(g) If the instrument for the preservation and restoration of peace is 
not obsolete, then no one can claim to be a good citizen of C!lIlada unless 
he does his best to sce that our citizen defence force is efficient and sufficient 
if ever and where ever it is needecl. Unpreparedness will never keep us out 
of war, but preparedness may. The world is gradually contracting due to 
advances in science of transportation and geographical position is no longer 
much protection. Protection afforded us by Great Britain at eVf'ry stage 
of our developmC'nt- olltposts of empire protected by Union Jack. 
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There iii no strategy, or tacticii, sufficiently good to enable 9,000,000 
Canadians to successfully defend three and one-half million square miles 
of territory, so we must he dependent still on other part:; of empire, hut 
organization and training \vill reduce our dependence. 

PRESERVATION OF PEACE OR DELAYL'C OF 'VAR IS A MATTER OF I~SURAXCE: 
MUTUAL BgXEFIT SOCmTY. 

(a) Premium on your policy can be paid in two ways: 
Service-How much time ~hould we and our sons give for country 

and empire? 
Taxes-How much ::;hould we pay? 

:MORE SERVICE, LESS TAXES. 

(b) Comparison with other parts of empire and United States: United 
Kingdom, S22.39 per capita; Australia and New Zealand, 86.13 and 83.80 
respectiVf'!ly; Canada, $2.15; United States, $13.13 and expenditure of in­
dividual states. 

(c) It is my duty to say tha.t an efficient. defensive force with voluntary 
but paid (on paid basi~) personnel cannot he produced for the money-
12 days' training p~r annum. 

(d) Safety and economy must be constantly balanced. 
(e) Will our self respect allow us to depend upon the other parts of 

the empire as much in the future as in the past? 
(f) The expense of maintaining an efficient C. D. F. is trifling compared 

to a ~ingle item of war expenditure. . 

SHOULD CAXADA AND BRITISH EMPIRE DIRARM? 

No disarmament would be of any value unles~ it, was general. For 
onc nation to leave itself exposed to attack while others are preparing the 
engines of war would be folly and the greate. t danger to the peace of the 
world that can be, imagined. The history of the British race shows that we 
invariably have failed to profit by the experience of war; let us prevent 
history repeating itself in this respect. Do not listen to advocates of dis­
armament unless you are certain war will not recur. Do you think we should 
be left long to enjoy our natural resources if it were not for our ability to 
defend ourselves and on account of protection of the Union Jack? . 

WHAT OUR NEIGHBORS THI~K. 

The senate naval committee of U. S. A. report. "The le. sons of history 
teach us with indisputable truth that we cannot afford to depend for the 
maintenance of our rights and the defence of the lives and commerce of our 
citizens upon the mercy, generosity or good-will of other powers with rival 
and conflicting interests and ambitions. Therefore, the U. S. should have 
a navy at least equal to any other powers." 

"Whenever a nation becomes excessively opulent and arrogant, at the 
~!'lml' time being without military power to defend its opulence or support 
its arrogance, it i~ in a. clangerolls position." "National existence is not a 
haphazard passage of a people from nn unknown beginning to an unfofl~­
seen enrl."-Homer Lea. 

Some say: "We are here because we are here"-put here by deerls nf 
0\11' an('e~tor:::. 
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And they understand too late that it is the law of Heaven that the world 
is given to the hardy and self denying, whilst he who woulosteseape the duties 
of manhood will soon be stripped of the pride, the wealth, and the power 
which are the prizes which manhood brings." Biology and hist.ory show 
that the weak go to the wall. Let us be strong! 

How DID THE GREAT WAR FIND CANADA? 
Willing and anxious to do her duty, but unable to through lack of 

preparation. Unprepared in every way, or not completely prepared in any 
branch or department. The high percentage of manhood physically unfit. 

The lack of preparation found every Canadian unit, formation and 
staff improvised; equipment unsuitable and insufficient; good material 
wasted in early stages of war through voluntary system of recruiting. No 
matter what system appertains in peace, in war we must have national 
service from the outRet. 

UPON WHOM DOES THE BLAME REST? 
Upon the. Canadian people; blame cannot be put upon government. 

In most countries governments are worthy of the people. 

How WAS IT THAT CANADIANS DID so WELL WHEN THEY STARTED BADLY 
HANDICAPPED? 

Militia of Canada gave personnel; up-to-date equipment secured from 
Motherland; protected by Motherland until war troops were organized and 
trained; experienced commanders and staff officers lent us by the Mother­
land;attachment for training to British units. Canadian national aptitude 
for war, resourceful, observant. 

Debt we owe Lord Byng. He developed our Canadian leaders, Sir 
Arthur Currie; developed our natural aptitude for war; Canada owes much 
to him; Canadian Staff officers developed by him lent to British. The longer 
the war went on the better grew the reputation of Canadians as good soldiers. 
Esteem of allies and fellow British was most gratifying. 

Canada's effort compared to New Zealand and Australia-we come 
third, in point of numbers in relation to population. 

Are we a full grown nation and able to become a full active partner in 
the empire and shoulder our fair share of the preparation necessary for the 
preservation of peace-with no holding back? 

WHAT WE HAVE TO FIGHT FOR IN FUTURE. 
Libert.y-Dear to all Britishers and right to develop Canada within 

the empire; to trade. Integrity of empire; Assistance to threatened sister 
nations. Let there be no secession. 

"Be welded each and all unto one Imperial Whole; 
One with Britain heart and soul; 
One life. one flag, one throne, 
Britons hold your own! (Tennyson). 

Protection of weak nations. 
Preservation of honour. 
Disastrous as war is there are things worse: Bolshevism; loss of liberty ~ 

loss of honour; disintegration of empire. 

SECURE THE PEACE. 
I give you the choice of two mottoes for you to teach your sons. 

1. I serve (my country). 
2. Be prepared (to do your duty). Boy Scout motto. 
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CO-MISSIONARIES OR INSURANCE AGENTS. 

I have come here to-day with the object of enlisting you as co-insurance 
agents. Help me by }:>reaching the gospel of preparedness. Use your in­
fluence. 

Fulfil our debt of honour to our gallant dead. 
They fought and died in the belief that they were fighting the Great 

War which was to firmly establish peacE'. 
They won the victory, but the Great War did not bring peace so their 

work is unfinished. 
Let us consider ourselves dedicated to the great tas~ which lies before 

us-that of securing the peace, and so be true to our dead and ensure that 
they have not died in vain. 

On Fame's Eternal Camping ground, 
Their silent tents are spread; 

While Glory guards, with solemn round, 
The bivouacs of the dead." 

ALBERTA MILITARY INSTITUTE .JOURNAL, 

PART 11. 

THE NEW ARMY SIXTEEN-INCH GUN. 
Exhibition Firing of the Most Powerful Coast Defence Gun in 

Existence. 

PROOF FIRING OF SIXTEE:-1-INCH AR~IY GUN. 

The first exhibit was the most spectacular and, indeed, the most im­
portant of all. It was the proof-firing of two 16-inch Army guns, weapons 
which from time to time have already been discussed in our columns. The 
first of these was the firing with full charge of a shell from the 16-inch coast­
defense disappearing gun. The second was the firing of a similar piece in 
the new barbette mount. Both of these guns have been designed for our 
coast fortifications at home and abroad, of which they will form the most 
important and most powerful elements. 

THE PROJECTILE. 

The 16-inch projectile is spectacularly big both as to height and bulk. 
Its exact weight is 2340 pounds. It is provided with a false nose made of 
light steel, which is screwed on at the forward end of the projectile and is 
stream-lined so as to afford the easiest possible entrance for the sh~ll as it 
passes through the atmosphere. Within the false nose is the blunter actual 
nose of the shell ,which is provided with a cap of soft steel to assist the shell 
in shattering the extremely ha~d face of modern armour, so as to open the 
way for the body of the shell Itself. Just how effective the projectile is as 
an armour piercer may be judged when it will clep.rly pierce 14-inch armour 
plate at extreme range. 

THE RIFLE. 

It can be readily understood that to impart a velocity of over half a 
mile a second to a shell weighing over a ton calls ior a rifle of very excep­
tional dimensions and power. The 16-inch rifle which was built at the 
Watervliet Arsenal from designs drawn up by the officers of our Army 
Ordnance, is so well proportioned that the guests at the recent exhibition. 
although they were all technical men and familiar with large mechanical 
constructions, found it difficult to realize that this gun barrel was within a 
foot of being 70 feet in length, that its bore was 16 inches, and that it weighed 
340,000 pounds or 170 American short tons. Another surprise came when 
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the 850 pounds of powder whieh constitute n. charge was fired. Both the 
burst of flame from the muzzle and such brown smoke as there is when 
"smokeless" powder is fired, were up to expecfations, but the report was sur­
prisingly "soft" for a charge of these great rlimesnions. However, this was 
not surprising to those of us who are familiar with proving ground effects. 
The writer remembers that when he was on board the "North Dakota" 
during battle practise, the sharp crack of a 5-inch gun was more severe 
on the ear drums that the deeper-noted report when the 12-inch gun was 
fired. ! 

The barbett(' mount functioned satisfactorily. and the heavy rifle 
swung back and down into the loading position with the same smoothnef;s 
and absence of jar which has marked the smaller mounts for guns of 8-, 
10- and 12-inch caliber. The roof-like structure is an inclined shield of 
sufficient thickness to protect the gun attachment from small shell fragments 
and machine-gun fire. 

THE SIXTEEX-IxCH BARBETTF} Gc:'\. 
Not far from the 16-inch disappearing gun was a sister rifle on a bar­

bette mount. In the disappearinp; mount, the gun, upon discharge, is thrust 
back and down until Bhc is below the parapet. and sheltered from direct fire 
In a barbette mount the rifle is permanently r.bove the face of the parapet. 
The gun and itB carriap;e rotate upon a massive turntable. consisting~ of a 
base rinp; bolted to the concrete foundation, and an upper ring known as the 
"Racer," between whieh are 42 live rollers. A pinion attached to the racer 
engages a circular rack bolted to the outside of the base ring. By this means 
and by means of a mirrometer index which is carried on the racer, the gun 
and its carriage can be laid in direction with an accuracy of 11 200 of a degree. 
An electric motor and hydraulic speed gear permit the carriage to be tra-
versed by power. 

Bolted to the movable platform, onc on each Ride, are two cast steel 
side frames in which rest the trunnions, the elevation of the gun being con­
trolled by circular racks bolted to the right and left sides of the cradle. The 
range of elevation is from minus 7 to plus (1) degrees. The cradle forms a 
circular sleeve in which the gun recoils, and this cradle contains or supports 
all the mechanism which controls the recoil and counter-recoil of the gun. 
The cradle is a 50-ton casting, the inside of which is very accurately bored to 
fit the outside contoUl' of the gun. The actual bearing on which the gun 
slides consists of a number of circular bronze strips bolted to the inside of 
the cradle. The gun and cradle, which together weigh 550,000 poundB, are 
so accurately balanced on the trunnions that onc man, by hand power, can 
easily set the gun at any angle of elevation. Elevation, normally, is effected 
by electric motors. The recoil is controlled by four oil cylinders, cast in­
tegrally with and around the cradle. The energy of the recoil is dissipated 
by throttling the oil with which the recoil cylinders are filled, by causing it 
to pass from the rear to the front of the piston through grooves cut in the 
wall of the cylinders. There is also a counter-recoil mechanism which 
serves to return the gun gently into battery-that is, into firing position. 
When the gun is laid at an elevation of 45 degrees, it has a range of 50,000 
yards, or nearly t.hirty land miles. Even at this great range the shell will 
pass through the heaviest armour afloat in any foreign navy. 
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CANADA 

«()tttthm. <Cnttniln. 

June 8th,192l. 

My dear Sir rthur,-

I ackno ledge receipt ox your letter 
of June the 7th, enclosing a communication from 
Lieutenant H.A. Cragg , respecting the use of cameras 
in war . I think that a considerable use could be 
made of cameras in the ay he sue ests . e ere 
taught this before the late war,but hen it arrived , the 
use of cameras was forbidden . 

My eyes are now practically ell , thank you , 
and I regret very much having missed the Boara of 
ViSitors at Kingston . I shall be gl~d to get our let­
ter regardinB it. 

I have been very much disappointed in not 
going over to the Imperial Conference . The premier is 
apparently trying to limit tne scope 0= the present 
Conference, in order to suit his special purposes. It 
is tru~, that at the be innine, the Conferen~e.was sup­
posed to be a Premiers' Conference , 5th a l1m1ted 
number of subjects for discussion , Dut it re. into ~hat 
is really a full-fledged Imperial Conference,und th1s 
has been acceptable ,apparently, to everyone except Mr . 
Meighen,uho has gone to En_land unattended b! an ad­
visers . As he is a young I~an yet, ne 1.11 probabl 
live long enough to see another uar,ann perhaps he ill 
teen realize more fully the importance of makin prepar­
ations for defence many ears in advance . 

I hope to be in Montreal on saturda. 



· ... 

/--~ 
(the lltn) anu Jn~ll rrobably uo to the ruces 
for K hours in the arternoon. 

I trust that you and Lady Currie .ill 
have a most pleasant trip to ~nQlandt itn a 
safe return • 

. J1 th kindest regaras to you toth , in 
hich m" fife joins me, 

I am, 

Yours Sincerely, 

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
GCIlG. ,KCD. t 

Presidont,HcGlll Universj ty, 
lIontreal, 



pr!1 
io.hteenth 
19Z1. 

rajor-Gen~ral J.L. hlnoFrien. 
Dept. of -11itla Defenee. 
Ottawa, Ont. 

y dear aop.:_ 

~ou plea e pas this over to 
me. I ~oul rite to him 

yet hear hether he 
to ...... lifornia. 

t him to do for m~ 1s 
to fin out m t pay inoome t on all 
t c p~y ; ree iv - f om tho '11itia e rtment 
last Y ar, in~ if 0, ho uob hss the ~111tia 
Department roported to the ~inance partmont as 
h vln be n p.i to • 

'ith ou. I hop th t ev~ryt in o fII well 

1 h 11 00 lshe • I am, 

vcr y urs faithfull~. 



.J r ..-1r:-

bsent 1. 0 

. ic. ill 
e ects to 

Ove r, 
1 to 

J.L~. v rien, 

I 

. tefenco, 

ckno. e 
tober :;. -

t'1s 

1 

o rs ery t .... 

~c o£. 
...,ir 

• 

, 
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De r Sir 

r ,.. ... 

· 65 -5-' . 
CANAOA 

l'ltlfarillU'nt Qf tltihfht mu) ])tftlU~. 

«()tbthm, <Cnnru)n, 

1.3 th. Octo AI 19 .... 0. 

~ tr.'l 

u l' t tlt t':'rr.e J.. .t .. 
01 V 

o.c b'" ... ·~r iou • r ..... n.che of" he cne'Y '"" 1 
rr 'ch .....re "- ne; .... ed 'n t} .... :nUc:..l r+ . 
':l.:.t.:.[.. Cou ('11 ~ ... oJ.ght +h' t er t.c- :rou (j ... 

... 0 \ rl te ~ covel: ' Le.- r ort the -t"'ier ec.. ... ..... 

. 
!J 

, ... nf 

the 

Id ' ,.. ... 

ni t 
re:;' t d to the perl len J u. ,er ~ n ectoI Ge" erul. 
I ..... v ~u .I.. "l" nt;,; v~ ... e t. ..... T v .. 

ct~t..; .. t + tr.€ I .. or t i .1..; e ri, te ., ~-+' ,..C 

I'ax lio.ment mAet<· h "eu::" A t h I:...V i + ... t un ..t! ., ;; 

y r cov Il r .0r~ in te c ur e of 4l 

or • 

I on, 

Ont., un '"in Jton. : sh 11 t dne 

e"iove ~e, 
our... inc el e:y, 

ener : 01r .... 
ete. atc. 

{ 
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E.H. 

CANADA 

(Ottnhm. <Cnnnbn, 

September 28tb,1920_ 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

I have received your letter 
of the 27th instant with enclosures from 
Major Aliatair Fraser respecting the pension 
drawn by the widow of Lieutenant G.Harvey 
Rochester_ 

The matter brought forward will 
receive immediate attention, and the decision 
made will be sent to Major Fraser. 

health, 
Trusting you are enjoying good 

Be1-ieve me, 

General Sir Arthur Cur rie t 
GCMG. tKCB - t 

Principal,McGill University, 
Montreal, 

P.Q. 

Yours sincerely. 

- --- - --.-., 



.. 

Major-General J.~. KacBrien. 
Department litia & Dufence, 
Ottawa. 

My dear JlaoB.-

September 
:l: entieth 

19 O. 

I have your letter of the 16th 
September witb referenoe to the appoIntment of 
Forbes to the permanent foroe. Let me say thnt u 

few days ago .... lmsley wrote to me on the same matter. 

Regarding a choice bet een 
croggle and orbes for any vacanoy In the permanent 

force ~ knowled~ of the two officers w Id make me 
recommend Soroggle. for of the latter offioer I 
oannot speak too highly. He as one of tbe most 
outstanding younger offioers in the vanadian Corps, 
e real example and inspiration to other officers and 
to his men. I had not heard of Forbes' drinking 
habits and oan only conolude that they developed 
s1n~e he left the front. 

Regarding the Situation of. 
Sorag ie and Jeffreys. I wish to tell you of a 
conversation I had 1 et Saturday evening i~h Mr. 
Ballantyne, nOm I know is no Acting Minister of 
11ll1tla. ~allantyne recently neitei the coast and 
While there paid a c 11 OD the BaYSl College. It so­
happens that I tried to get the MathematIoal Master 
of the aTal College ae an A8sist~t Profes~or in 
athematio. at this Un1verslty. Rlchard80n, .for that 

waa the name of the Jiaster sought, had the matter 
1U1 er consi deration at 1. e t1 8 of Ballant7J18' 8 Tiai t. 
I d1d not suooeed in getting Rich rdaon beoause of 
BallantJ'M'a aotloa on his ret11rD to Ot'awa. The 
aala17 of men like Riohardson at the Royal Kaval 
Collegee bad been under ~he oontrol of the 01 Til SerTIoe 
Commlss13n. Ballant;yne to1 me that OD hi s return to 
Ottawa M Jlot.l:fled the 01v11 Serrt • u08l1ealon that 
sa far a. the teaohen at the laval Oolleges were 

I 



- 2 -

Gono.med the CIVil Servloe Commission won! no longer 
have an, control oYer ~heir 8ala~le8. and that he pro­
posed to give these men Xaval ra'tlD8. H1B Deputy ' 
l'flised JD8Dl' objeotloas to suoh a 8ue:gestion. bu~ 
BallsutJBe says he la ~.te1"Bllned to have his way. and 
that he will no" subll1 t to the salaries Qf the teachers 
iD the laval Ool1eg .. being settled by this financial 
tl~ Which is glY~ adYlce to the C1Y11 Service 
001Wlda8101l. 

I immediately suggested that while he 
was aetiag JI1a1ner of lUll tla. he would make the same 
e.nangement &a far a& the Ml11t817 College ls ooncerned. 
Bo doubt h, -111 re .. 1 •• the amB 0.3eo'10Ds from the 
Depu~7 at lI1l.1\la Beadqaar\ere, for these 01 T111ans t1'7, w. laaow. to b~ .. _ch sa poasl bIe lUlder the 1:r control. 

, So 800Jl sa Ballan'\JD8' 8 plane regarding 
Uut 'teaebe1'8 of the 1a'981 Oolleges are approwd by 
PrlyZ "0"011. I 'h18 10"4 oU8ht to make llImedlate 
"pJ'eMJrtatloDS to have the teaobe:ra at the 1I111t8 17 
00118.... par'loula~17 ~hoe. who are offioers. plaoed 
UJl4e7 'Ih. 11'1& DepartaeJlt's egalatloll8 tor pay • 

• 1~h all good wl8hea. I am. 

ltnr 70ure f&ithfu1l7. 



" 

. ,. 

General 

16 September, 1920. 

Dear S1r Arthur, 

I have been intending to write to you for some 
time with reterenoe to the appointment ot rorbes to the 
Permanent Foroe. The sl tuaUon at present 18 that lla10ne ' J • h 

,~'(( has returned to duty with the , it i8 possible 
and llkely that his servioes will be dlspensed with within 
the next tew weeks, but at present there is no vaoanoy to 
whioh rorbe. oan be appointed. In 0&8e »alone ls di~issed 
or allowed to resign, I think it ls a oholoe between Sorogg1e 
and Forbes tor the vaoanay ot oaptain in the Patrlaias' • 
There appears to be no other plaae where Saroggie oan be g1ven 
a permanent home 80 it would appear to be a ah01ae of the two. 
There seems to be 11 ttle doubt that Soroggie 18 muoh the prefer­
able, I have heard several reports ooncern1ng rorbe. as to his 
personal habits not being good 1n that hit drinks too heav1ly, 
although I understand that his work 1n the tleld wa. exoellent. 

I thought I would write to you On this matter as there 
wl11 be ln all probabillty a delay before ~ defin1te aotion 
aan be taken. A ruling has been given by aating Minister 
that no 8ubmiss10ns are to be dealt with by llit1!:! Counoil 
whlah entall expenditure ot 8I13 great amount new appointments 
untl1 thlt return ot Hr. Guthrie trom England whioh will be ln 
a bout five we eks time. 

Everything goes fa1rly well here. Elmaley 1. titting 
lnto his new poa1tion nioely and A.hton ls busy taking over 
Q J(.G. work. llorrieon has gone to the Coast. 

I trust that you are enjoying your new work and that 
you e..Dd your tamily are enjoying good bealth. 

With kind regards 
Yours very Sinaerely, 

Sir Arthur Ourrle, G.O.M.G., 
&0., &0., &0. 



r
J 

CAN A D A 

10 allguSw, 1920. 

My dear Sir Arthur, 

I beg to aoknowledge rece1pt of your 
several letters of August 17 an shall give my 
imzilediate attention to wOO jootters referred to. 

I was sorry at to hav ore time with 
you during your recent visit but trust that we shall 
meet from time to time so t~at I may have the bOl£flt 
of your advioe. I hope when you next visit ottawa 
t hat my family will be in suoh a state of ealth and, 
I hope, suffioiently settlea. so that we nlaY have the 
pleasure of a Vi6it from yourself and Lady Currie. 

I desire to take this opportunity of 
thankin6 you for all that you have done for zoo in the 
past, both during t he war .d since its terminat1on. 
I shall never forget the oonsideration whioh you have 
alvays shown me. I wish both Laa.y Curl' le a.nd yourself 
a very nappy and suooessful 11fe in Montreal. Your 
environment tnere will be muoh rr.ore oonduoive to a happy 
life that this in Ottawa where intrigue is the order of 
the d&y. 

W shing you all possible suooess in your 
appointment 

Believe me, 
Yours most Sinoerely, 

General Sir Arthur currie, G.C {.G., --- -

&0., &0. , &0., 
Prinoipal. 

}. cG ill Un1 ve r s 1 t Y • 
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jor-Gener~1 J.H. cbrien, 
Chie of Staff. 
·liti Dep rtment, 

otta a. 

lly dear ae ;_ 

,lon ape akin 
Saturday in Otta,a I 0 not 
t e caso of .jar J.. orb 
of the 15th E~tta.llon. 

ugust 
Savont enth 

1920. 

to you last 
think I mentioned 
StD.~.O.tformorly 

o has sont n oev ral upp1i­c~tion~ for e ~loyment in the penilnn nt oreo. 
n Is en officer .ho I c_ tro ly r eo end, 
haVing g there 0 t fa Ollr\..i. le .. r Gion 
o '1 .billty m P reaD lity :hilo he uS 
... 0 1 cor ,;1 th th 1 the I consider hi 
~uite capnble of co ndi ~ battalion in t. e 1'1 old. 

~y emember th t alone, 
b ttalion. & at one 

ra ted co~ isslon i the Puts, but 
r rtin to th~t uni t h~ acted so 

stra ely that vC oubts 01'0 e to his 
~anity. I do not 0 nether alone's case 
h s yet been inally die.oeed of, but i£ he 
h ee po itt 0 re 19n ani if it Is the 
intention to fill th vac nCY I .oald like 
to 80 orbos rei e th appoint on. Of 
cout~e. I r ali 0 tbat O'Connor Is no. a 
c bel' of the .Pats, it be th t your 

Dep rt nt .111 n ider it advl able to send 
hi back Or duty ith his He i ent, nd in 
.thnt case he caul t c the pI eo loft v~c~nt 
by lone's resi atlon. 

I can ot tell you ho uch I 
enjoyel huVin n ch t ith you on Saturd y. 

Ever yours fa1~hfnlly , 



" .. ugust 
Seventeenth 

1920. 

llajor-Gencra1 J.cl~ acbrien. 
Dep rtment of 11itia Defpnce, 
otta a.. 

dear acbrlen:-

I a encloslng.here.lth 
for filing purposes a letter rcceive~ from 
Brigadler-Q ,neral ROSB, G.O.C., w.D. No. 11. 

Jver yours ~althfully, 

.. 



• 

ajor-General J.ll. tlacbrien. 
Dept. of tl.liti & Defence, 
Ott a. 

_y dear cbrien:-

• 

ugtlst 
.oventeenth 

l~ ... O. 

Attached here ith is a letter 
orwarded to e at Ottawa from Dr. ~a blyn • 

. hen .$ ill the establishment 
of the R.O.I .V.C., it is my i pression ,e 
deal ed. to nominat l'amblyn c::.S he lminis­
trative Officer f the orps un t' t it .as 
our intontion to rin "11. to ~ome 1strict 
ne· I ottn (.I.. Lor h .ould not 0 ly oat e.a 
~onior Veterin~ry Of 1cer. but here he .ould 
be in close touch .1th Hoad uortcrs. 

I did not folIo th aff~lrs 
of eter! ry 'orps ver, 010 ly, but I 
a a little ~urpr1se' th t Ta blyn has not been 
. ove bofore thi2. 

111 ou ta:e the utter up 
ith Gener .... l B1rstall a . lot :1.umblyn 0 
~t efinite decision has been roaot~i • 

. ver yours .Lui thfully It 



ll..., t 
lxth 

1.9 0 

ajor-Ge orel. J.ll. .cbrlen,C ........ C •• G., :J.S.O,!. 
l.itic Do c.rt ant. 

otta • 

.... B:" 

, I 
1 

U 1 it .... Rc ,Oll, 
o ?ct u 

of noxt k. 
thi .eek, 

other n ki 
O()I;JO. nthso 

nero;"Jith 
o ~jor olfo ... 

no lOilut So you. 

you t re it 
~ou ill ooe th t 

the 1 ter ~rt 
~o to 0 t: ..... 
to visit 1'3 

·0 no v neon J..or 

Ever yours f~ithfully, 

f 


