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At the meetin~) le Fdcu1ty o' Ar' .... f J~c. ?~d 19?' th ro~' 
resolution of tne First e~r Advi .... orj CO~" tee ~ r~ferr~u to ~ in) 

the Ire l~r tion of relort:- . " 
"Thi Committee reco JUdn<.&.o tnut b<::tt~r ol£orLuli.lt~e ... bll c."iv<:: r .. 

the en",o..tra.Lement of Hono rs st..tu.ent .in th first ~et4r." .. 0 

I 0 in tructuu to con~ult otner me ber~ 04 t,~ F~~~~~y ~n ti~ 
pre.!(; rd.tl n 0 tne ret'ort. Amon£; tho ... e con ,u1 t~lL n VI;.! oeen Jr •. v, r. 

H&rkne~s, Dr. Hickson ~ Pro~esoor uatthe s, to im0b~ ex~eLlenc 
legee of o~.jible conQltlonb o.t McGi11 Cl.ny )r~ct°" alue "n~t 
thos re art is iu chiefly due. But tney would n~tucd1ly not 
re"'Jon~ibOlity for the ro oSdl~ I Get forth. 

~he ne d for borne differenti t10n ~et~~en ~tu ~nt ... uf tiC .1cu. 
yedc i b apt>u.rent fro. the great inec ... ut..li ty of CA. tt inmen t .... to be f J t. U. 0 

amon them. In the cade of Hl. ... tory I -.liscover~u. inc;;.t nen;CI. ... tHe -JOC..l ... y 
of the first yeCl.r btudents h~~ no reviou ... knolle ge 0f Greel ~ Ro ~ 1 ~ 
tory, ~ smCl.ll m nority hhu ~cn Tell grou?ueu In tnos~ ~ubje?t. The 
wh~t elemcnt~ry lectureJ needed for the f~rst cl~ u cou~u, ~tf1 ~uv 
ho.ve more Ci.dvunced te chin€; .3Jbotituteu for tne In tne Cuu_ 0';: tac 
class. ~he s~e rem~rk must n~ces ... urIly u~,~y to oth~r U~ urt ~ntu ~ 

It is indeeu l~iu uo n 1n tne Culen~G1.r tl~t CI.<.&.vunc~d co rue ... I y 
In certu1n C~Jes be Cl en to utu ents of tne firut y£~r 1u~llf~c~ lur th~ 
(p .11;::-3), f} in the Cd.se of o.tn~lnd.tico thi~ couroe 1., to Cl. c~rt in ue
eree ~QO lted. B~t 1n the c~se of the m~tneM&tiamans it ado been ~ounlL on 
pra.ctice tha.t owing to tae lb.q,e number of sUl>~~Ct3 t .... ken uti by fir ... t yet-
f tu dents, he extr~ !Vork reyuired. of those tc...king u Honours In •. r", t!l 
tics causes several quite promi3ing m~themutlci~n to drop out of theue 
Honouru cl sse~. In other devQrtments ih~ ex eriment of ~~v~nc ~ couru~ 
in the fIrst y ar uoeb not ~ Je~r to be the prdctice, la.rGely no douot 
o ine to the o..lmallne.:>s of the tedching stdff, vhich coulu. not unuert~ .e 
with _rofit u'itionul courseb of lecture, dolso bectl.use tne otuuent i 
QlreQuy have so m~ny ouojects of btudy in the first ye~r, thut 11t~n ... ive 
flOrk on <A.ny one of the oulll. be out of the lUcation. .loreover.i t muo;J C 

remem)cred th t the students of no other u.e.Jdrtl.1~nt, exc~~)t lllc..l.ne t ll: " 
de iring to take u honours from the uturt,huve tne dUVt4nt~~e ofLer u tiltiL 
in their .:3econu. yet:l.r of helno excuse<.&. one of tue o.>uojeetb of tne curr1c _ lUlli. 

Though .it is not exa.ctJy ltn1n tne tt;;rmu of Iy re4"t.Jrt::nc.; 
been leu by the enl.uiry I il .... Vll 1(; Lie po tHe tdlko .ith otheru ,more 
th n I to ex ce .......... 0 .le ent'lto el'eve tlltAt no u .... ef 1 ~ .. et c n 
t& en"n roviuin[ HonourL co rueo for lut ye .... r ut~u~nt uhl~o ~ 
riculuIn for ~ 1 ut .le r .::;tuueni.. is 1i htene , botn in tiie..Ll: Int 
in the ';'ntere..,t of getting tl e . e.)t t€;c...cit in > Out of th " ruft::uoor 
r~rs. 

At )re en 1 t Jeur ut d~nt~ 1n Art h .... ve 
" in ... tru~tlon in £d1t1on to tE.4k 

cn.uiric I h~v~ 
rt.. nl. • ri 

.e. over 5 houcQ f e ~~e lc U y. The r~ ult is 
t· e ca b ue oted to rlv te utu~ or thought: out of ~'d~uld~r~ le 
n~mber of answero to enquiry on th"t &ubject I founu L. t on ... , on~ utu Cn!. 

~ "': IUCr s t 0 hour r 1 vc...te '"-' tUI.l.Y c.. Y, wnile 1ll0&t 0 r tl e lLiu leu 
tl e<.n nc..~r t1 t ..moun t. The c...rgu nt I hc..ve he rd uu'uUceu for 1 

Yot m ~B h t t?e otudent co e u~ 0 ill-euuc .... teu taut of tncy re to 
any wo~· ~t I ~t mu ... t b~ by kee~in, them at It tlCQUbh le~ture~. ~~t 
t h: o. ect 0 f U?J ve ~sity e"u c tio ~houl '" ue to tr in 0.,1" la u~~ l" 1 ':r 
th n~ n. f~cuI tleu .:or them .• I v 0, not to be oe .L ~y" our.ir 0 0 y 
Ise s no leut

e 
into them. A I over.eard one utudent (" 4t •. ~ . n ) 



o nc 11 i lee r-, 1...[ , 1 
tOn' n • 

h O~ let on t ne fi r-ut ye,r- ~tuuen ~u10U ~ n 
~h~n five ~u~~ect~ ~t t U oot. n~l tne j 

On t nt l, ..... ~ t;nu r '" in t c 
I Q ~ ul~fl>u ~o ~ 

t , t ",re b t 
.Jl11i tncr- iltE.;reutu, t.:l u tui CJr H 

no leaGe 0 0 e of them, ~ he O~u not ti e to tll 
t t I hOo t, t 1 ut r r- x t~ ":'1 0 11.' • r 1i 1 elf, bu mu Qcce: ~ 

., "'f. b J co r " 1(. rni !' uO 10... .1_ e u e ·_ ,t.; t... 

lcvi bInd better u'lLed to ju gt:: on 
h ve ho.u. d. • tt r clc;.;.nc 0" 1 u~ninG .hc..~ 
is curr'culum were le~& extenblve. Ilth 

to be carefully con~'uereu, I lould al~o 
cho'ce in the Bu..>jects he dQes tuke u • 

~ oub j 
e k 0 eu e c 
cerLuln limito, .nlcn 

uUl,;gt.ut tOut he snou u h .. 

~urther I uggest th t students ho ~re ~l 0 e to t. e u Ho 

o ~ 

n ny su ject or subjects in thbir fir t ye&r B~ould be ~ cuue~ on 0 

the pas~ su0ject~. It light be necess~ry to luy uo n, u io uone t Tor 
tom thut ",ny tJ~so ubjec t., omitted must n",ve been tu.ken wi th cn,~' , ;'n 
the' un' v~rsi ty t,m trunce eAamination, &- no otuQt:)nt o\..& ... u e 0.110 t t~ . 
u Honours in dny uU ject Ithout the lec...ve of the h ~u. f tne de rt ent 
concerned. 

If honour courbeu lerc indtltute~ it ould robc...bly be n~c ~u : 
to increc...Be the ate ffs of cectt:.in of the etld.rt entu, to lllC4ke it 0 1.; ~ 
to h~ve d wiuer choice of lecture~ to suit stuuent~ of Qlr~~rent ~tt in
menta or who wish to JUroJue other bro.nches of u uuuject tUd.n dOl.le ue

l
, rt

~ents Ith theIr very'li~teu Jt~ff3 can .roviue t~luance in t r~~~nt. 
Thut such a COl...rse OU_Q be the best policy for tne unlveroi ty.... uld in 
the Inne run puy ~y uttrt;;.ctln the bebt bro.in~ d..IOl1t, the yount.- in en"" ........ , 
there Cdn Ilttle doubt. At )re ent the -.>etter br in are h(.nuIc';.l.4£cu. 'y 
b<.. i ng ke t :)""c} to to curr icul u vhlch Llc..y or fllc...y not be ue3t for tIle 
hver~fe ",tu en+. But hough t he c...vero.g~ otudent .;,houlu by 0 .4e II (;;'-

glected, the chief u e of ~ university Is to give the beJt Ov ortunltles 
to the best bralns, ho re vhe re~l m~kerd of d. country. 

Another suggestion I ohoulcl like to IUt fori rl.A. ~u td",t In tnt" 
interest& of (;u.ucutlon the numoer of comtlu ory lee Lure..., ulloulll. b ru ",t4 . 

At reuent lectureo t~n~ to b~ regar LU c...u the b~-~nu enu- all o~ 1~ u . _ 
verol toy c' reer, inatee u. of tUt: uuu~ectu .,0n uich lectur~o ohoulu. be VIi e et: 
sevt,;rc.l.l mec:<.n ... of Lt..~dinL !le b tuu.en \I to inde enuent I nout."llt. SO' UC 1 10 
hi.... .....le C<. ut; th t often the in ti.:mi3 ~re oi ly te .... v b~ t e Cl. t.. r 

hImself of tIle CId t un(4erst~nl..lnl of the luetureQ iE::l Ho..... v~n, not of tl; 
subject. If the lectures gIven by eteh lectur e rel<.Uceu. ne 
h .... ve more t.lruet"0r more indivlu.uc.l t~torL~l ork in i::i all cld.ooeu, Il.l.C 

ould bt u:3efu.l to 3tUlo..ent in hel in +hem to rec...U & th.:i.nl Cor tUt: 

Th i , I believe, is eo.>eci .... lly nece oc...ry in t he Cu.B~ of Hon urb tuu 
&. is, I [, ther, onc the Cb.uses )f the success of the Honour cour~e .... 
lJ1oronto. 

I n cone uBi n I ohou cl like to I u..t.l 
s ..in..., tructed by the Fc..cul ty, i tit c >l:1ulderubl e <..Lif f i et L:e.. u 10 r t ,; c 

I hu.ve been bot McGlll must be my excuse In cny error..., ;: juu.:. ent I h v 
rnad.e on the 4JrLoent oYotem, ('" for the 'cru<...on .... u or tne .... e Jro IU u.l • I l (. ve 
deliberately avoiaed ~olnL lnto luch detull, Q,u I uu Ga~l~u~u In only tCJ 
write a brief on )rinci lIeu ; moreover if c:..ny uuch Cl1~ t..> ~ CA. ... I 11 

c~t?d ~re ~urther conoiu.~reu, the u.etull wo III n turtl. 1y Il,Vt: t Lu vI.! Jt 
t~nl.zeu. carefully by meluber:;; of tt t: faL:Ul ty ilel.1. aC uc...lnt<..u .i th Gl.l tne 
cond.itions of the Univerulty. 
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As the primary elementary and the 
primary vocational chools cover eight 
years of work, the new high schools are 
organized in 9th, 10th and 11th years. 
The ninth and tenth years cover sub
jects common to all pupils, but the 
eleventh year i· divided into an indus
trial and a commercial ection. Prac
tical end are ought, but the cultural 
elements are also developed. ~lathem
atics includes algebra and solid as well 
as plane geometry and trigonometry. 
The cour es in physics and chemistry 
run through the three years. Geology, 
botany and zoology are subjects in the 
ninth and tenth year, and in the elev
enth year, the botany i carried on to 
vegetal anatomy and physiology. There 

are ~eparate courses for high ;;chools 
for boys and high school for girl. . 

Drawing and modelling receive one 
hour a week in the ninth and tenth 
years, and three hour a week in the 
eleventh year. Hygiene is covered in 
the ninth and tenth years, and physical 
training in all three years. There are 
other features of interest and import
ance, and the whole course manifcsts 
itself as one of a very high standard. 

Xotice is given that an examination 
for the Inspector's Certificate will be 
htld at Montreal and Quebec on ocatur
day, Dec('mber 19. 

LATIN IN QUEBEC AND ONTARIO 

It was stated by Professor Leacock 
at the Teachers' Convention in :;\lon
treal that the Ontario high chool were 
far ahead of tho e of Quebec in the 
matter of the teaching of Latin. Ac
cording to him, McGill's first year 
Latin was equivalent to the entrance 
requirements to Torunto T.:'niversity. 
Profe~sor Leacock's criticisms in general 
were admirably answered a few days 
later before the notary Club of :;\lon
treal by Professor \Yaugh, who showed 
that he had a much better opportunity 
of judging of the matriculant from the 
variou provinces, as his subject, His
tory, is a first year one, whilst Professor 
Leacock's, Economics, is only second 
year. "As for the products of the 
schools in both provinces", said Pro
fessor Waugh, "in my ten years ex
perience at McGill University, I have 
failed to observe any marked difference 
in the quality of Ontario or Quebec 
entrants to the freshman year at the 
university" . 

It i a rather curious coincidence that 
just about the time Profe sor Leacock 
wa speaking at Montreal, the Educa
tional Record received at Qu('bec the 
October is ue of "The Rchool", publish
ed by the "Ontario College of Educa
tion, Cniversity of Toronto". That 
excellent magazine contained an article 
on "The Troubles of School Latin" by 
G. 0 wald Smith of the University of 
Toronto, who has frequently examined 
the Ontario high school entrants for 
matriculation to the university. The 
second paragraph of his article begins 
with the statement: 

"Even after allowing for the great 
capacity that human nature has both 
for forgetting and for idling in college, 
wc find too many students of Latin 
doing badly in the tmiversity b('cause 
they arc inadequately equipped". 

The principal reasons which 1\11'. 
Oswald Smith sets forth in explanation 
of the inadequate preparation are the 
following: 
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(a) "Too many pupils taking the 
subject". This refers to the fact that 
many pupils have neither liking nor 
aptitude for Latin. 

(b) "School boards still employ too 
many teacher in Latin who are in-
ufficiently equipped. Many have cre

dit for nothing more than Upper School 
or one year of Pa s Latin in a univer
sity" . 

(c) "At present there are not enough 
outstanding cIa sical scholars teaching 
in the schools". 

In (d) ~fr. Smith finds it strange 
that "so many students after four years 
(are) so curiou ly weak on the forms". 
These, of course, are the declen ions 
and conjugations and the major gram
matical rules. 

We submit, therefore, that the fore
going brief outline of :\1r. 0 wald 
Smith's criticisms of Latin as taught 
in the Ontario high schools indicates 
weaknesses which are to be found 
pretty generally on this continent at 
large. ~1r. mith speak with author
ity as an examiner of school Latin in 
Ontario and as a member of the staff 
of Toronto "University. Item (d) i 
very significant from one point of view. 
It is certain that in England, for in
stance, at least in the great private 
schools (the so-called "Public" schools) 
the memorizing of the forms begins at 
a much earlier stage than in the school 
grades of Canada or the United States, 
and many hold that memorizing at the 
early age is easier than it i later. The 
study of Latin is, in any case, a con
siderablE' hurdle for the majority of 
English speaking pupils on this con
tinent, and it is therefore not surprising 
if "troubles" appCfl.r frequently. 

While the Educational Record con
siders that the alleged inferiority of the 
Quebec high schools has been sufficient
ly answered by the statements of Pro
fessor Waugh and Dr. Parmelee, never-

thele s there is one point which remains 
to be touched upon. It is surely of 
very great importance that the rela
tionship e tablished over eventy y<.>ar;; 
ago by Sir William Dawson behwen 
the Prote tunt chool and the univer
,ities hould be continued. It waR in 
1 57 that the ~IcGill Normal ,chool 
was e tablished, chiefly by his effort;;. 
In hi "Fifty Years of Work", ~ir 

WilIiam Dawson referred to hiR otlwr 
efforts for school examination : 

"The effort was made, however, and 
though for several years, the candidat<.>;; 
were nearly all from the High School 
of :\Iontreal, the phere of influence of 
our examination for Associate in Art;; 
was gradually extended; and now, with 
the co-operation of the sister university 
of Bishop'S College, and of the Pro
testant Committee of the Council of 
Public Instruction, the examination, 
have become a provincial institution. 
and the aid and stimulus they have 
given to econdary education would be 
difficult to overestimate", (p . ]24). 

Sir William Dawson realized, as did 
also hi ,ucces or Sir William Peterson, 
the difference in financial upport of 
the high chools in Quebec as compared 
with those of Ontario. The laRt annual 
report of the Ontario Department of 
Education shows that the Government 
grant to the high schools arc, in general. 
not so very much larger than those of 
Quebec, but the great difference in the 
financial support otherwise i due to 
two factors. In the fir. t place, in 
Ontario the high schools arc maintain<.>d 
for the whole population and the local 
taxes, therefore, fall upon all, Homan 
Catholic and Protestant and the incor
porated companies. In Qupbec, our 
high chool taxation is leviE'd only upon 
the Protestant population and upon the 
Protestant share of the incorporated 
companies. In Ontario again, every 
high school receives large grants from 
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the county council. In 1930, the 127 
high schools of Ontario received in 
grants from the counties the sum of 
. 1,176,417.00 or an average ofS9,263.00 
to each high school. There is till 
another feature to be remembered. In 
Ontario, the high chool board are 
quite distinct from the public chool 
board ; in Quebec, the local board. 
Protestant or Catholic, ha charge both 
of elementary, intermediate and high 
school. Hence it is that all our in
termediate and the great majority of 
our high schools teach the elementary 
a well a the higher grades. The 
economic ide of our econdary edu
cation i, therefore, an important 
one . Thi fact i not offered. however. 
as an excu e in any respect for the 
Quebec schools, as the now admitted 
good quality of our matriculants show 
that no excuse is needed. 

The present writer, like Professor 
Leacock, is a native of Ontario and wa 
educated at the Galt Collegiate Insti
tute in the days of Doctor William 
Ta ie. But. while unable to venture 

upon uch large generalization and 
comparisons as those which flow ~o 

readily from Professor Leacock, we are 
convinced from long experience that . 
in pite of the economic handicap men
tioned above, the hi tory and develop
ment of Protestant high chool training 
in the Province of Quebec i a magnifi
cent tribute to the intelligence. the 
good-will and the energy of the minor
ity, rather than the reproach that hasty 
criticism has endeavoured to make it 
appear. 

That the controver y should have 
ari en at all is regrettable, and we are 
at one with a wise commentator who 
urge that it would be well if people 
could be induced "to substitute a little 
collective private thinking for a flood 
of individual public talk". But the 
attack upon our high chool having 
been made in the most public way 
possible it is only right and just, in the 
intere t of harmony, that corrective 
information hould be re pectfully sub
mitted. 

J. C. S. 

DIPHTHERIA 

The acute infectious disease of diphthf'ria has again made its appearance 
in our schools. This disease is more or less prevalent and is to be dreaded in 
epidemic form . It attacks all classes of the communit~· and may appear at any 
time of the year. 

Diphtheria is a con (itutional affection and is exceedingly common among 
children. especially those from 3 to 12 year. It generally manife_ts it elf in the 
throat. One of the fir t symptoms that appears i difficulty in swallowing. If 
the disease obtains a hold over the patient a lit tIe white membrane will probably 
appear over the throat. If the inflammation extends to the larynx and if the 
membrane cannot be broken the patient will suffocate and die.The disease 
preads so rapidly that death occur , in extreme cases. before medical aid CLlD 

arrive. 
Even when fatal results do not follow. many complications result from 

diphtheria, such as paralysis of the muscles which affect swallowing and speech. 
The eyes are Rometimes affected and other part of the body may be paralyzed. 
The working of tlae heart and many other bodily functions may be affected. 
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::\Iem bers of school boards, teachers and parents should not expose cillldren 
to the dangers of thi dreadful disease.Doctor' now have a ver~' wonderful 
vaccine against diphtheria called toxin anti-toxin. A small do e of this ii:i in
jected into the arm of the child on three occasions, a w'eck apart in each in tance. 
The child scarcely feels the prick he receive and carcely suffers any ill effect 
from the treatment. After a period of about three months he should be taken 
to a doctor again and be given the schick test. If this shows that the child is 
immune he is immunized for life. In thi re pect it is unlike vaccination against 
smallpox which must be repeated at interval of even years. Again. one i 
often indisposed by smallpox vaccination. The effects of vaccination again t 
diphtheria are generally almost nil. 

If all our children were vaccinated against diphtheria we could eradicate 
the disease in epidemic form in a few weeks. When the remedy i 0 simple 
why neglect it? Will you not spread this information thus trying to save the live 
of our cillldren, cooperating to prevent many people from misery? 

\V. P. PERCIYAL. 
Director of Protestant Education. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 

A Summer School for teachers was held at l\1acdonald College for four weeks 
during the mont.h of July last. In order to place the Summer 'chool on a per
manent basis higher grades of diplomas were offered to successful candidates. 
Teachers who hold Int.ermediate diploma will receive Advanced Intermediate 
diplomas upon uccc. fully completing the work of three ummer ses. ion. 
Holders of elementary diplomas will receive Advanced Elementary diplomas upon 
successful completion of two summer sessions. They will also receive interme
diate diplomas at the end of four summer's successful study and upon comple
ting the requirements for entrance to the Intermediate class. 

The teachers have been asking for a permanent Summer chool for some 
years and when facilities were provided they responded so well that manv more 
applied for admission then could be accepted. Altogether, 159 teacher attended, 
108 in the Advanced Intermediate cIa sand 51 in the Advanced Elementary 
cIa . 

Arrangements arc being made for the summer ession of 193:? An announ
cement may be made in our next issue. 

Bishop's University also held a Summer chool attended by fifteen high 
school teachers. 

Apart from the advantages offered by the prospect of obtaining higher 
diplomas we are sure that many teachers see the need of "refresher" courses, 
and the Summer chools effectively furnish them. 



T HE University of Toronto has taken a step 
which has been under contemplation by 

most of the Canadian universities for some 
in deciding that first-year pass subjects 

will in future no longer be taught at the uni
versity but be 'Passed back to the high sChool 
or collegiate institute. In other words, the 
secondary schools will have to take over a good 
proportion of the pass--aS distinguished from 
honour-work which the university has had to 
do in the first year of the student's academic 
life. 

The move has been rendered necessary, as 
the universities argue, by the huge increase in 
their attendance, an increase so great that 
first-year classes swamp the universities' fa
cilities for handling them. A large proportion 
of these first-year students do not survive the 
examination tests at the end of the term. 
Either the standards of entrance are too low 
or the students. who thus fall by the wayside 
at their first trial are not seriously bent on 
getting their degrees. But for them the uni
verSity which they elect to attend for at least 
a year must provide accommodation and tUition 

as it does for the studious young man or 
woman bent upon an academic career. 

Quite possibly the universiUes have no 
other course to pursue than that in which To
ronto is taking the pioneer step. But it would 
be a great pity if the Arts course-to which 
alone this policy is to app~ - were thereby 
shortened in pOint of time, were to become a 
three-year instead of the traditional four-year 
course. It is manifestiy unreasonable to aak 
the university to do much comparatively ele
mentary Work which the high school should do; 
but the student should not be deprived of the 
advantages of the full course within the uni
versities' walls in any endeavour Which maY.be 
made to lighten the burden upon these institu
tions. 

For the university is not, after all, merely 
a place where young men and women go to 
listen to lectures and to try periodic examin
ations. A very great deal of the benefit of a 
university career is derived from sources other 
than text-books, from hourly contacts with 
other minds, from competitions other than 
those of Class-lists, from the tradition and the 
prestige of the place itself. No student should 
be deprived of all this for the sake of mere 
"efficiency" in teaching or economy in adminis
tration. Every hour of the old four-year course 
is needed. No doubt the Arts courses can be 
bettered: they should not be shortened. 
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McGILL UNIVERSITY 

/" 

Office of the Principal 
and Vice Chancellor. 

Matriculation Board 

October 29th, 1931. 

A meeting of the Matriculation Board was held in my 
office at 2.45 p.m., at which the following members were pre
sent: 

The Principal 
Dean :MacKay 
Dean Laird 
Dean Eve 
Professor Macmillan 

F .Cla rke 
du Roure 
EVans 
Fryer 
Woodhead 

and l:r. !a t thews, the Reg is trar. 

After outlining the purpose of the meeting, I asked 
for an appreciation of the Pass Matriculation standard at 
McGill, as compared with OntariO, taking Ontario as representa-
tive of all the other provinces. The opinions given were as 
follows:-

Our standarg Ontario 
French Certainly equal, and really superior. 

Physics Not so complete in content. 
Ours including simple mechanics 
and heat. But it is under
stood the Physics in ~uebec 
schools is being improved. 

Chemistry Qhlte the equal 

History Quite the equal 

Classics Little to choose in Latin 

English ~uite the equal here 

Math'tics Superior here,inasmuch as 
there are two papers in 
advanced mathematics 

But Ontario has Greek 

Unanimously agreed that the Pass Matriculation here 
is quite the equal of Pass anywhere in this country. 



In the Britis~ schools there a e apparently two 
cert' ficat s: 

Our Pass ~atriculation is generally a little 
better than the first school certificate in Great Brit in, ~ 
but those going on to universities there generally take 
what is called the second school certificate, which is the 
first plus certain credits. This examination is usually 
taken about a year and a half after the first school cer
tificate. It is no becoming necessary for students going 
on to honour ork in the universities to have the second 
sohool certificate. The opinion of the meeting was that 
we do no t want to ask for any radical change in the Junior 
~atriculation standards, though it is recognized that certain 
weaknesses exist and should be remedied. For instance, it 
is thought that the teaching of Latin and ~athem~tios is, 
in some re pe-cts, ... ak. 

~he Committee felt that in addition to Pass Ma
triculation there should be an Honour Matriculation. ~hi~ 
will follow if the 12th grade is established in the schools. 
This means that senior matriculation will be done away with 
and students will not be allowed to take senior matriculation 
~nd then enter second year in Arts 

It was understood that the Secreta~ of the Pro
testant Board would advise the establishment of a 12th 
grade. 

Students would not be allowed to enter this 12th 
grade until they had completed the school leaving or pass 
matriculation examinations. The content of the 12th grade 
would have to be set up, and I have asked Dean ~acKay to 
associate with himself such advisers as he wishes to draw 
up what would be acceptable to the University as to the 
content and standard of this 12th grade. It is understood 
that it gould consist of ~ 0 divisions: 

1. Made up of those ~efinitely gOing on to the 
• University, and the other of those who would 

leave school on its completion. 

The Pass course at the Universit would be continued. 
Students coming in with honour matriculation standard would 
enter the honour division of the rts Course and continue for 
their four YAars. If they were unable to keep u~ with the 
onour 0 rk they would be put down in the pass div is ion. 

That is, a student who missed compl~tin~ his tests successfully 
in the honour division at the end of the first yoar, might be 
allowed to go on with the pass work in the second year. Of 
course, if he fniled completely, this privilege could not 
be granted him, a.nd his case would have to be deal t Vii th on 
its merits. 



It sa ThS th~t in T~ronto if a student enters the 
university with honour ~~trlc~~~~ion he may obt~1_ his 
degree at the and of th"'~e more ye~rs, '-heraas '7e are 
sugGestin~ fnur years. This, of vour~a, sho~ld sett:e 
any questiJn of diffp.rence i. st&ndards. 

It was felt by the 00E~ittee th~t students e t~r

ine the Univf'rsity :'lith honour r:L .. ri~ul"'~ion in }:~the!:'1n.tiCs 
and, S!lJ, 11':lit.:h vhemistry and d"Jsics, would be :llloVled 
to enter the first year ~llvir.~erine course Yithvu~ further 
exarnin' t~on. This should relieve the ."rts ... "ulty of its 
burden of first year st4d t5, who intend to proceed to 
.... nr:ingerinr;. 

I t >vas a:'s') fe: t tha t n. s tude:l~ ,'1 te r iag nr ts as 
an l.onour student ~1:.d c"':'npletin~ succ,)s"'full~" t-o mO:oe 
,,02!"J of 1.onour \:01':. in the scienti:l"ic c' ,,,~') ts Sh0uld 
be r"ce~)tf";.i)le to ~·elicil ... , it ')i118 :fe~ ... t:"rt to s'- a 
stulent to t'"'..·~o hi:... 12th .:,r de plus fu l rs in .tl.rts 
to be fol' ov'cd by ;: 'y() :rc rs in l~e icine '\i·\.. ... ld 'be tJO Much. 
:::::e that weru r r _~ n, the l' c;.lty ~f a'ts wOll<i 'b1 as' od. 
to ...,L"ant such " st"lldent Li ~ D.S'). :o.t tle 6'::.'Me tit e a~ 1 is 
medic 1 da::reo is ,1' _~ted • iLl, thus (lffer.i.~'" [1':' SQt.e rO'J'.rd 
for hit. s ~ i e '1 t . f i c ., r·. ;. n A 1 t S • .a,) 0 th t 1~ e saT. at t e r s, 0 f 
cour:;e. I1lSt be !"forreu. to the De ns ef th-; • ~l;...ltl.es 0: 

.Jngineering and !~edicina. 

~hen lJe'ln 1""1 '"'J:<.a.y 
~. standard 0: the l~t~ 
of Jc ns ith _To~essor 
fur~hpr consideration to 

is ready to report on the content 
0rrdo, I .rorr·so~ to c~ll a. n~eting 
C:-rke and the ~u~istr~r to Give 
th. ~oints raised. 

A'NC:DlJ 



So £ar as I oan understand~ Toronto - every student 
must have some honou~ m~triculation subjeets, whether 
entering honours or pass course. A pass degree may be 
obtained in three years. ~he honours degree takes four. 
1 have written to the University of Toronto for X»XIZAIXX 
confirmation of this. 



In the British schools there ~re two oertificates, 
one, the schJol certificate, and ~;o, the h~eh9r certificate. 
The school certi~icate is of about the same standard asour 
junior matriculation. It will admit to British uni~orsities 
if the candidate has five credits. The higher certificate 
which is taken normally t~o years aftar the school certificate, 
is a very specialized examination, in which a candidate takes 
two major subjects and one minor subject. It is required for 
enttance to the honours courses in some lrit1sh universities. 
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FROM 

THE PRINCIPAL AND VICE.CHANCELLOR, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR: 

SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G .C.M.G ., K.C.B. 
~ovember 9, 1931. 

\lhile in Ottawa OV)1" t Q '''eekend, I had a long 

chat with 0anon ,ody regardint; m ... triculation reluire-

r'onts, etc. and :'ur'onto University. 

--0 student enters ~oronto Univcrs it nithout 

honour matri nl ... tion. Tl~.i.s na.; be obtaineJ. in 'lny 

rovided jun~or ~tri~ul~tion 

has first ~ecn 0 t~ined. If rn hon0u ~ 'riculation 

stud:::nt ()rt~rs:! () .. ~ 'Tniversit;,r studying for honours 

!~e mus t attend fo r fo-ur years. If he mere ly . , 
1 c. o 

t .e th'3 acs course h "oos into socond ;,"ear "nd 

They are no- thinking 

about ddin~ a fourth ye ~ to tLc rass course in order 

tor p :: e ita b 0 t t ~,.. ~ 1 1 r 0 u n c ou r se. 
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November 28th, 1931 

NOTES ON THE JUNIOR Y,ATRICULATION EXAMPThTION 

1. I bcli"lTTc the Junior Mat ri cuI at ion Examination might be strengthened, 
and the conduct of the ex~mination simplified if the Matriculation Board 
adopted the following suggestions designed 

{a} to secure a more thorough criticism and revision of the pa.pers before 
they c.re print ed • 

(b) to mcke definite the regulations governing the re-reading of papers. 

{cl to make definite arre~gements for the revision of examiners' marks 
where this appears to be justified. 

(d) to make the pass-:mE.rk in individ.ual papers 50%. 

2. Criticism and Revisio~ of pa.pers. 

The Depa.rtments concerned should act as preliminary revising committees, 
so that a papGr set by any ex[~iner would be criticized and ~pproved by all 
the members of his department before being sent to me. 

The depa.rtment would be expected to satisfy itself 

(a) tha.t the pE.per was within the syllabus 

(b) tha.t the paper covered the ground fairly and wa.s well-balanced. 

(c) tha.t the standard VI['.S a proper onc. 

(d) that no question was ambiguous. 

(e) thqt the paper gavo bright pupils ~n opportunity of showing their brightness. 

In t:lC casu of Mp,thcmat ics, Physics, and Chemistry, the examinor should be 
asked for solutions of any problems, and those solutions should be verified 
by the othor members of his department. 

3. A Revising Board should be appointed. As members I suggest one member 
from each of the following departments, Classics, French, History or 
English, Physics or Chemistry. This Board which would meet in February 
'would give the papers a final revision, compare them with previous years' 
papers, and finally sanction them. 

The original examiner should be infonned and consul ted if the 
Board decided to m&ke any materia.l alteration in a paper. 

No examinor would sit on this Board and the members should be paid 
(perhaps $10 eo'.ch) for their Vlork. The Registrar (unpaid) should act as 
convener and be a member of the Board. 
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4. The proofs of each paper should be read and corrected by the examiner 
and by at least one other menber of his department. 

The Re-reading of Individual Papers 

5. Unjustifiably optimistic but determined parents frequently ask that 
their child's paper should be re-read, and are a nuisance to me if I 
refuse, and to the examiner if I grant their request. I therefore suggest 

(a) Any candidate may have his marks checked (i.e. the addition) on a 
payment of $1.00. The fee to be returned if the addition is incorrect. 

(b) Any candidate may apply to the Registrar for a re-reading of any 
paper, stating in uriting the reasons for this request, and, if 
possible, getting a letter from the principal of his school supporting 
it. A fee of $5.00 must accompany the request. If the request 
seems reasonable, the Registra,r, in consultation with the examiner, will 
appoint a second reader am the two exominers will re-read the paper. For 
this I suggest that each reader be paid $1.00. 

If the original examiner is not available the Registrar should appoint 
the most suitable man he can obtain. 

I suggest that these appointments be made by myself since I am here at 
tho time and may be, and run, consulted in my office by parents and 
principals. 

If re-reading justifies an DJ. teration of marks, the ,$5.00 fee should be 
returned. 

The Revis ion of Marks 

6. There are two c~ses 

(a) The student who has passed "Iith high marks in all subjects but one and 
has failed in this by one or two marks. 
When this happens I suggest that tha exaniner in this paper bo consulted 
and that if he feels that an extra mark or two should be aVlarded, the marks 
be altered accordingly. Such cases are rare. 

(b) The marks of an examiner make the percentage of failures in that subject 
unduly high. 
The Matriculation Board could not meet to discuss such an event for 
it would occur in July. I suggest that the Registrar call a meeting 
of those members of the Board and of the Revising Committee who are 
available, and discuss the problem with them. 
If the paper is being used by the nepartment of Education for the 
High School Leaving Examination, any action should be taken in 
consul tat ion with the Department. 
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Change of Pass-Mark 

7. To matriculate ~ student must obtain an average of 60% in ten required 
pa.pers and not less than 40i~ in anyone paper. The High School Leaving 
standard of passing is 50% in each paper. This double standa.rd increases the 
difficulty of exa~~ning a paper thct is used for both examinations. 

I suggest t~t the pass-mark be 50% in every paper, and th~t to ~.triculcte 
a student Dust obt2.in I1n average of 605b in the ten required papers and pass in 
at least nine of them. 



November 28th, 1931 

NOTES ON THE JUNIOR MATRICULATION EXAMINATION 

1. I beliq~e the Junior 1~triculation Examination might be stre~hened, 
a.nd the conduct of the examination simplified if the Matriculation Board 
adopted the following suggestions designed 

(a) to secure a more thorough crit icism and revision of the papers before 
they c.re print ed • 

(b) to rocke definite the regulations governing the re-reading of papers. 

(c) to make definite arrangements for the revision of examiners' marks 
Vlhere t hi s appears to be just ified. 

(d) to make the pass-mark in individual papers 50%. 

2. Criticism and Revision of Papers. 

The Departments concerned should act as proliminary revising committees, 
so that a paper set by any ex~~iner would be criticized and approved by all 
the members of his department before being sent to me. 

The department would be expected to satisfy itself 

(a) that the ~.per was within the syllabus 

(b) that the paper covered the ground fairly and Wc.s well-balanced. 

(c) that the standard was a proper one. 

(d) that no ~uestion was ambiguous. 

(e) th~t the paper gave bright pupils an opportunity of showing their brightness. 

In t~e case of Mathamatics, PhysiCS, and Chemistry, the examiner should be 
asked for solutions of any problems, and these solutions should be verified 
by the other members of his department. 

3. A Revising Board should be appointed. As members I suggest one member 
from each of the following departments, Classics, French, History or 
English, Physics or Chemistry. This Board which would meet in February 
would give the papers a final revision, compare them with previous years' 
papers, and finally sanction them. 

The original examiner should be informed and consulted if the 
Board docided to ~ke any material alteration in a paper. 

No examiner would sit on this Board and the members should be paid 
(perhaps $10 e2.ch) for their vlork. The Registrar (unpaid) should act as 
convener and be a member of the Board. 



V-.J .. 

- 2 -

4. The proofs of each paper should be read and corrected by the examiner 
and by at least one other mEmber of his department. 

The Re-reading of Individual Papers 

5. Unjustifiably optimistic but determined parents frequently ask that 
their child's paper should be re-read, and are El nuisance to me if I 
refuse, and to the examiner if I grant their request. I therefore suggest 

{a} Any candidate may have his marks checked {i.e. the addition} on a 
payment of $1.00. The fee to be returned if the addition is incorrect. 

(b) Any candidate may apply to the Registrar for a re-reading of any 
paper, stating in \7riting the reasons for this request, and, if 
possible, getting a letter from the principal of his school supporting 
it. A fee of $5.00 must accompany the request. If the request 
seems rensonable, the Registrar, in consultation with the examiner, will 
appoint a second reader and the two exnminers will re-read the paper. For 
this I suggest that each reader be paid $1.00. 

If the original examiner is not available the Registrar should appoint 
the most suitable man he can obtain. 

I suggest that these appointments be made by myself since I am here at 
the time and may be, and am, consulted in BY office by parents and 
principals. 

If re-reading just ifies an 0.1 terat ion of marks, the $5.00 fee should be 
returned. 

The Revis ion of Marks 

6. There are two cases 

{a} The student who has passed with high marks in all subjects but one and 
has failed in this by one or two marks. 
When this happens I suggest that the examiner in this paper be consulted 
and that if he feels that an extra rmrk or two should be awarded, the marks 
be altered accordingly. Such cases are rare. 

(b) The marks of an examin&r make the percentage of failures in that subject 
unduly high. 
The Matriculation Board could not meet to discuss such an event for 
it would occur in July- I suggest that the Registrar call a meeting 
of those members of the Board and of the Revising Committee who are 
available, and discuss the problem with them. 
If the paper is being used by the Department of Education for the 
High School Leaving Examination, any action should be taken in 
consultation with the Department. 
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Change of Pass-Mark 

7. To matricul~te a student must obtain an average of 60% in ten required 
papers and not less than 4~~ in anyone paper. The High School Leaving 
standard of passing is 50% in each paper. This double standard increases the 
difficulty of examining a paper th~t is used for both examinations. 

I s~gast t~t the pass-mark be 50% in every paper, and thqt to mr_tricul~te 
a student Dust obte.in c..n average of 605b in the ten required papers and pass in 

at least nine of then. 
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REGISTRAR'S OFFICE 

MEMORANDUM .... ~ .... ~ .. !: ... ~" ...... ~.~ .. ~L .. _ .. ___ ._ ... _. ___ t9~ ... . 

To ... :. ..... _ ...... :r..~.~':::'.! ...... J ............................................................ _ ................. ' FROM .. .............. .t.1I.. ~.~ .................................................. . 

: SU.;.; ':it ~ t d: 01 r _et ir"", 0': the ricul tic ..... oar 

soon. ' ... 11e tters ~o be uci"ed r:-

(l) evi i "-' ,",0 rd 

(2) llh0 alter tion 0 tIe 1-' 6c>-mark ( see tt ~he r l~ 

{3) i'r e n rules for ... uni"r. triculat i n on (nt rio, ~re :it: '"'.:!hoc::', i .. stead. 

of examinatio ,~rks il: be CCe)te0 b t ~ Ont rio e)~rt _nt f 

.... d u c t i on • l '" :'1 e cc e t tl: '0 ) 
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MACDONALD COLLEGE 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: POST OFFICE : 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE .. CANADA 

Sir Arthur Curr~e, 
~'c'}ill University , 
... :on t real . 11e . , 

Dea:::- .Jir .lir .;hllr, 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

J"l3.nllary 28, 19~2. 

I a_Tanr;ed a .. t.;et.; r ... vri tl' . .Jean E ,...ton ' .. id :i ss ":lilp 
th~s !'ore.r.oo~:, '.nd irfor',cd the!: .. of.' the attitude I r&d taken at 
the : a"t _'iculatio .... :3oard ye stcrdr-:,r . :hey approved a ~ . posi t~on 
or.. thE:: .... ubjocts disc..:. .... 8ocl, rnel also of.' tee posit::'on r r-, -:.d to 
take or. t~u :uen tiO .. l of recent C'1a """C"es ir.. the rogule.! 3 for 
Or..tario . 

• .. , oJ ~ dou'JtlesJ aual'c, .... 'h T'e""ulatior..s in the 
Facul;;y 0 ~ oved Ly corporati< _ J .::'0\7 tha"t Facult:r '!iO 
accept fo .t. ... ",ion those who havE ,sed in the required 
s~bjects ryy eltte~ o~ two ~~tCOQS , either tiE:: 60 per cent total 
anCl a 40 pe:::- ce1J.t ni!lirllV' in each subject, or tl1e st rai 'ht 50 ,C 1:' cent _'( 'l~i 'e:::_cr.t in E.Jacr su bj ec..i and ir.. the "!iota::' . 

~ \O~:~ liKe to su~ 'est at the next neetinc of the 
.. ..atricula'!iion 'Y. 'd tLat both of these rnetr.ods of matricula" . 
be pernit"tetl i! .. r 11 otho-r '?aoulties . Perta,s r:otice of t'1 
sho'.llu. be iven to the otccr '!:'am,.-l.:t';cn, and, ..il':.c:::-8f.'ore, ::: aJ 

writin' to you at once . 

Yours faithfully , 

KC . .Jean . 

7 , 
~ 
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For pu.rpo ses of Matriculation and dmiss ion .. :cGill 

Universi ty will in 1932 accopt the marks of the Rie;h. School Leav lug 

3Y..ar:lination cos equiva_ent to the m.'1..r1~s 0: its 0 m Uatriculation 

examination mlbject to the proviso printed at the top of ~age 82 in 

the 1931-32 calendar, uhic.'l. ap]?lies to all outside ex'uninations. 

"The certific"tes and diplonus nruned below VIil::' (if they have 
been obtained un~er no easier conrl ition3 tha~ those uhic~ apply in the 
caGe of the McGill Uatriculation certificate 1 be accepted pro tanto 
in lieu of the Junior .. :a.tricu.lation exruni'1ation, Le., in so far 
as the subjects and standard of the examination taken to obtain them 
are, to the satisfaction of the Arunissions COmL1ittee, equivalent to 
those required for the Uatricc-ldion aamination of this University.a 

SCROLl RSHIPS 

.lhere cn.nd idates vJho havo written the EigP-. School Leaving 

Examination are competL'1g for scholarships against candidates ho 

have written the University's lfutriculation examinat ion, the 

University will ask the De artment to send to the Uriversity the 

answer books actually written by the Hif~ School candidates. The 

answer books of all candidates 'nll then be considered by a Scholarship 

Committee appointed by the Uni versit y. This appears to be the only 

way of deciding fairly between candidates \"iho have written different 

papers. 
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HONOURS COURSES IN ARTS 

The object of the changes to be introduced in the Honours Courses of 

the Faculty of Arts is to raise sanewhat the standard of work required; to 

exact from each candidate a greater exercise of his own mental activity and 

less passive acceptance of professorial dicta; and by a comprehensive final 

examination to make sure that students have actively assimilated instruction 

and have not dropped from their minds the subjects stud~d in the early stages 

of the honours Course. 

The weight of work required for a B.A. with Honours will be the 

equivalent of twenty-three courses ( each of three hours per week). 

That is rather more than is required at present; and the distribution of 

this work will allow rather more concentration than is now possible. 

The "Major" comprises nine lecture courses and three courses of "directed 

readin~. Of the nine lecture courses seven must be in one subject; the 

other two may be either in the"Major" subject or in some allied subject, 

e.g. the presceiption for the lecture courses in Physics may be seven 

courses in PhysiCS and two in Mathematics. The decision in this case 

would rest with the Department of Physics. 

The work for a -M1nor" is five lecture courses. The combination of 

subjects as "Major" and "Minor" will be controlled by regulation. It is 

for instance improbable that anyone would be allowed to combine Economics 

and Hebrew! 

In addition each candidate must take six general courses outside 

his "Major and "Minor" subjects and he must somehow - either in'his Major 

or Minor or general subjects - include in his work two courses in English 

and one in Philosophy, in Mathematics, in a Science and in two foreign 

languages, one of which must be Latin unless the ~jor" subject \s 

Mathematics or a Science. 



HONOURS COURSES IN ARTS - 2 

Grades in Honours in the "Major" subject will be awarded according 

to the candidates' performance (a) in the examinations held every spring 

at the cloae of each lecture-course; (b) in the comprehensive examin-

ations at the end of the whole course. The comprehensive examination will 

consist of five papers designed to test each candidate's knowledge of the 

whole subject studied and his power of assimilating, arranging and pre-

senting what he has learnt. In some subjects an oral examination will be 

substituted for one of these papers. The comprehensive examination will 

be conducted by each department as a whole and each paper judged by at 

least two examiners. Honours will be awarded in the "Major" subject 

with the "Minor" mentioned as subsidiary (e.g. English with History). 

In the"Minor" and general subjects students will be examined as at 

present by the lecturer at the end of each lecture-course and their grades 

will be partly determined by the exercises written during the session. 

A candidate for Honours will thus be judged partly on the work that 

he has done during each session and partly on his capacity to use his own 

power of analysis and synthesis, to carrY, knowledge in his memory and upon 

demand to give it expression in lucid and vigorous English. A high demand, 

perhaps, but not high for a worthy standard of Honours. 

The normal period of study for these Honour Courses will be five 

years from Pass Matriculation or four years from Honour Matriculation, but 

one of the new regulations to which the Faculty of Arts attach considerable 

importance will make it possible for a student of exceptional ability and 

• industry to cover the course in four years from Pass Matriculation ( or in 

three years from Honour Matriculation), provided that he is prepared to 

• 



HONOURS COUR3ES IN ARTS - 3 

- .» 

'spend part of the long summer vacation in reading, revision and research. 

In these days there are many students who do not earn money during the 

summer. For them a holiday of five months is a serious obstacle to the 

development of intellect and character. Others who need to earn money and 

find it in time of depression impossible to get employment, may find financial 

salvation in shortening the length of their course. To succeed in this shorter 

course will re~uire exceptional ability as well as exceptional industry. 

Some people may wonder how a student who has followed a course of 

study for only four years can be "as good as" a student who has followed the 

same course for five years? Is that possible? The answer is easy. It depends 

on the student. Some athletes can run a hundred yards in ten seconds. Others 

take the best part of a minute. The latter, though they have spent longer on 

their course, are not the better runners. Similarly if an exceptionally 

good student can "get there" in a shorter time than the ordinary man, it 

would be educationally harmful to insist that he should mark time. A degree 

course should be a test of ~uality. 

These new regulations for the Honours Courses in Arts will not 

necessarily affect any students already registered at ~ueents. They will 

be free to continue towards a degree on the path on which their feet are 

set already or, if they prefer the new path, they can without difficulty transfer 

to that. All aspirants for Honours in Arts who register next fall and later 

will come under these new regulations which are at present being edited for 

the Arts Calendar of 1932-33 

~ueents University 
Kingston, Ontario 
February 29th,1932. 
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REFERENCE LISTS 

AVAILABLE TO ALUMNI 

THE Douglas Library has published a 
small pamphlet giving a list of ref

erence books in connection with the pub
lic lectures being delivered this term un
der the auspice of the Department of 
Extension and the University Lectures 
Committee. The subjects included in 
this list are: "The Gold Standard," 
"Medical History from Hogarth's 
Prints," "History of the Application of 
Power to Transportation," "Masefield, 
the Poet Laureate," "Bacteria and the 
Age of Man," "The St. Lawrence Water
way" and "Soviet Russia." These and 
various other books on the same subjects 
are available in the Douglas Library and 
probably in many of the larger libraries 
elsewhere. 

A valuable hand list of the most im
portant encyclopedias and other books of 
reference in the Library has also just 
come off the press. This is a booklet of 
eleven pages, with brief analyses of the 
volumes listed, and should be useful to 
anyone wishing knowledge of where to 
turn for factual information. 

STAFF MEMBERS CONDUCT 

WORKERS' ttV ARSITY" 

IN co-operation with the Workers' Edu
cational Association of Ontario three 

Queen's professors are conducting classes 
among groups of workers thi session. 

Evening classes are being held once a 
week from October to April in Kingston, 
Belleville and Brockville. Locally, Prof. 
F. A. Knox meets in the Labor Hall a 
group varying from seventeen to thirty, 
composed of workers and a few soldiers. 
At Brockville, Pro£. N. McL. Rogers 
teaches a group of twelve or fifteen, and 
at Belleville, Mr. J. Aitken has a class of 
about the same size. 

In all three centres the instruction be
ing given this winter is in elementary eco
nomics. The theories of land rent, in
creasing and diminishing returns, value 
and distribution, are touched on, along 
with money, banking and labour prob
lems. In future years it is anticipated 
that more classes will be organized. The 
University authorities are prepared to 
furnish instruction in current events, 
psychology, literature or any curricular 
subject the workers desire. 

ARTS GRADUATING CLASS, 1887 
J. Finlay,. P. A. McLeod, M. McKe,nzie, J. M. McLean, C. A. D. Fairfield, H. L. Wilson, R. Sturgeon, 

D. Flemmg, J. McEwen, W. J. Kldd, S. H. Gardiner, F. R. Parker, T. A. Cosgrove J W H Milne 
H. Pirie, W. A. Logie, J. J. McLennan, H. F. Fohrer. W. C Came;on: .' • 
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REGULATIONS CHANGED 

FOR HONOURS IN ARTS 

CHANGES which will place the de
gree of B.A. with Honours granted 

by Queen's University on an entirely new 
plane are now being embodied in the cal
endar for 1932-33. The new require
ments are the result of long and careful 
consideration by a committee of heads of 
departments appointed two years ago. 
They impose a rigid differentiation be
tween the Arts Pass and Honours courses 
and, for most students, will necessitate a 
five-year period of study beyond pass 
matriculation. 

Many important innovations, includ
ing several comprehensive examinations, 
are in line with Principal Fyfe's 
campaign against "regurgitative" papers. 
In a recently published statement Princi
pal Fyfe declared the object of the 
changes to be "to raise somewhat the 
standard of work required; to exact 
from each candidate a greater exercise 
of his own mental activity and less pass
ive acceptance of professorial dicta; and 
by a comprehen ive final examination to 
make sure that students have actively as
similated instruction and have not 
dropped from their minds the subjects 
studied in the early stages of the Hon
ours course." 

In the. past the Honours B.A. required 
a certain tanding in only twenty courses, 
including one reading and seminar class; 
and a year ago, as a further requirement, 
it was. stipulated that a general examina
tion covering the whole field of work in 
the major subject must be passed at the 
end of the final year. Twelve courses 
had to be in two related subjects, seven 
constituting the "major" and five the 
"minor." The remaining eight could be 
general courses, and had to embrace cer
tain compulsory subjects. 

Henceforth the weight of work re
quired will be the equivalent of twenty
three three-hour courses. Greater con
centration of work will be allowed, as in 
future a major shall comprise nine lec
ture courses along with three courses of 
"directed reading," each equivalent to a 
lecture course of three hours per week. 
Five lecture .courses will constitute a mi-

nor, as formerly. Seven of the nine lec
ture courses in one's major must be in 
one subject; the remaining two may be 
in the major subject if the department 
concerned can give them, or in some al
lied subject. With the approval of the 
major department a student may substi
tute field work or research for a reading 
course. 

The six remaining courses must be of 
a general nature outside a student's major 
and minor groups, according to the new 
division of work. Certain subjects are 
compulsory; and thus, either in his ma
jor, minor or general courses, a student 
must include two courses in English, one 
in philosophy, one in mathematics, one in 
science, and two foreign languages, one 
of which must be Latin, unless the major 
subject is mathematics or a science. 

Contrary to fonner practice, no stu
dent will now be enrolled on an Honours 
course until the University authorities 
have gained some knowledge of his abil
ity and his powers of application. This 
is ensured by stipulations that a candi
date must apply through the Registrar for 
permission to proceed in his major and 
minor subjects at the end of his second 
year from pass matriculation. A student 
may not be accepted for Honours work 
unless he has shown promise of ability 
to measure up to the new standards. An
other innovation is that the fitness of each 
Honours candidate to proceed on his 
course shall be adjudged by the commit
tee of departments at the end of his 
third and fourth years. If his record is 
not satisfactory he may now be required --rf~'''' 
to revert to a pass course. ( l/IVJ 

Two grades of Honours (first and sec~,""~ / 
ond class) will be awarded in one's ma-~ I.. 
jor subject with the minor mentioned as 
a subsidiary (e.g., Latin with Greek) I ... 
The candidate's standing will be deter- Jt, LJA ~ 
mined partly by regular sessional exami- r' 'j'l' ~" 
nations held every spring in the early 'rbJo~ 
years of his course, but chiefly by "com- -:,- It:: 
prehensive" examinations at me conclu-~ 
sion of the final year. These comprehen- ~ 
sive examinations will consist of five ~ 
papers designed to test the student's 
knowledge of the whole field of his 
study, his powers of assimilating what he 
has learnt and of presenting it in co-
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ordinated form. In some subjects the 
last of the five examinations will be oral 
or practical. All five will be "depart
mental" papers. That is, they will be 
conducted by the major department as a 
whole, and each read by at least two ex
aminers. In the minor and general sub
jects students will be examined as at 
present by the lecturer at the end of each 
lecture-course. 

Principal Fyfe's recent statement on 
the new prescription of courses summed 
up the section on examinations and 
standards thus: "A candidate for Hon
ours will be judged partly on the work 
that he has done during each session and 
partly on his capacity to use his own 
power of analysis and synthesis, to carry 
knowledge in his memory and upon de
mand to give it expression in lucid and 
vigorous English. A high demand, per
haps, but not too hio-h for a worthy 
standard of Honours." 

The new course will normally cover 
five years from pass matriculation or 
four years from honour matriculation. 
Much importance is attached, however, to 
features which make it possible for a stu
dent of "exceptional ability and industry" 
to complete the course in four years from 
pass matriculation. To do so he must 
spend part of the summer vacation in 
reading and research, and to encourage 
this practice, September examinations 
will be offered in two of the three "di
rected reading" courses. Only the best 
students will be permitted to proceed be
yond the second year on a four-year plan. 

An attempt to exclude the poorest stu
dents may be seen in new regulations 
which refuse any allowance towards a 
degree to candidates entering the Univer
sity with honour matriculation in fewer 
than four subj ects. Such students have 
usually tried examinations in five sub
jects and failed in several, and the Uni
versity records show them to be of low 
calibre. 

Students well on towards an Honours 
degree under the former regulations will 
be unaffected by the new prescription. 
Whether or not all aspirants for Hon
ours now registered will continue as at 
present has not been definitely decided, 
\owever. 

A ROUND-THE-WORLD 
QUEEN'S NIGHT 

SEVERAL months ago an interested 
alumnus, E. T. Sterne, Science '13, 

of Brantford, put forward the sugges
tion that the General Alumni Association 
establish an annual Round-the-World 
Queen's Night. Such nights are a defi
nite feature of the alumni programme of 
many of the larger universities on this 
continent and in England, where it is be
lieved that they have an excellent effect 
on alumni esprit de corps. 

E. T. STERNE, Se. '13 
President, Brantford Alumnl 

The matter was given consideration by 
the Directors of the Alumni Association 
and was endorsed in principle, but it was 
not possible to go further than that until 
additional information could be secured 
and a more detailed plan formulated. It 
was evident that to assure the success of 
such a scheme a large measure 0 f co
operation among the alumni would be es
sential. In order to lay the foundation 
for this and possibly bring forth ~ome 
further constructive suggestions, the 
Review is presenting an outline of the 
project and some of the problems in
volved. 

In brief, the proposal is that concur
rent gatherings of Queen's people be held 
on a certain night each year throughout 
the world-not only at those centres in 
which there are established Alumni 
branches, but at all places, near or far, 
where a group of Queen's people might 
find it possible to forgather. Without in
terfering in any way with other meetings 
held by the branches during the year, the 
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Round-the-World Night would take its 
place as a regular event, deriving a spe
cial significance from the fact that in me
tropolis and village, on the prairie and on 
the veldt, members of the Queen's clan 
were met together in that good fellowship 
and single-heartedness which are the 
mark of Queen's reunions everywhere. 

It was at first considered that an even
inO' during the regular Autumn Reunion 
might be convenient for the event. This 
occasion, however, attracts many of the 
most enthusiastic alumni back to the 
University for class gatherings, alumni 
whose presence would be sorely missed 
at their own centres. There is a similar 
objection to the day of any of the foot
ball O'ames. For these reasons it has 
been bthought that the time most suitable 
for a Round-the-World Queen's Night 
would be during January or February. 

The details of the programme for this 
special Queen's event would properly be 
left to the discretion of the local com
mittees and branch executives. Some 
major part of the programme might be 
made universal, however, in order to lend 
colour to the whole affair. 

The Alumni office will welcome opin
ions and suggestions in the matter from 
the Association's branches, from Queen's 
groups in other centres, and from indi
vidual alumni. Upon the co-operation of 
all of these the success of the proposed 
Round-the-World Queen's Night will 
certainly depend. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

PROGRESSES AT QUEEN'S 

T UE staff of the Bacteriology depart
ment, Profes or Reed and Drs. 

Tohn Orr, Med. '23, and Christine Rice, 
Arts '26. has been concerned for several 
years with a study of the tubercle bacil
lus. This has recently resulted in some 
very important observations. It has been 
shown that cultures of the causal agent 
of tuberculosis may, by appropriate se
lective procedure, be separated into at 
least two temporarily true breeding types. 
One type is characterized by a high de
gree of virulence for animals and by its 

ability to stimulate the animal to the pro
duction of specific immunity to a high 
level, while the second type lacks both 
ability to produce disease in the animal 
and to activate immune reactions. At 
the same time under certain conditions, 
which have been in part defined, the viru
lent type may change to the avirulent or 
the avirulent may change to the virulent 
form with disease-producing properties. 

The application of this thesis to the 
much-debated French method of vacci
nation against tuberculosis, the B. C. G. 
vaccine, has provided an explanation of 
the origin of this material. It has also 
shown the element of risk that is inhe
rent in the procedure and given an indi
cation of its ineffectiyenes . 

But a more significant extension of 
the results has come from a study of the 
distribution of these newly defined types 
of organisms and of the immune bodie 
which they activate in human cases of 
tuberculosis. This, it is anticipated, will 
throw entirely new light on the nature of 
the disease and at the same time offer new 
means of prognosis and possibly treat
ment. 

Such studies unfortunately are expen
sive. and the department seriously lacks 
funds. 

EXTENSION DEPARTMENT 

SPONSORS LECTURES 

T l lE first public lecture in the series 
arranged by the Department of Ex

tension was delivered in Convocation Hall 
by Profes or F. A. Knox on ::\londay 
afternoon, January 18. Professor Knox, 
speaking on the "Gold Standard." showed 
that its operation implied a legally estab
lished and unvarying mint price for gold, 
the convertibility of all other forms of 
currency into gold, and the free export 
or import of gold on the initiative of pri
vate individuals. Under such conditions 
the price of gold remains fixed, but its 
value, or power to buy other good . 
varies with its amount just as does the 
value of any other commodity. A fall in 
the value of gold is not reRected in a fall 
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.\Jl aspirantl; for Honours in "\rts who 
register Al?xt fall and later will come 
U}Hlt:' these new regulations wbich 
;11'0 at vre::;cnt being edited fo. the: 



Dear Sir, 

McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Novembcr 22nd, 1932 

A meeting of the Mntriculntion 130nrd v.'i11 be held in thc 
Office of the Principal on Wednesdny, November 30th, 1932, at 
3 p.m. 

Secretary, Mntriculation 130nrd 

Agenda 

1. Minutes. 

2. Business arising out of the Minutes. 
(1) Nev; Junior Matriculation French Syllc.bu.s. 
(2) 13.Sc. Entrn.ncc Requirements. 

3. Suggested ne,' Syllabus in Physics for Junior Mntriculntion. 

4. Revision of other Syllnbi if necessary. 

5. The Issue of Matriculation Cart ificates to High School Lenving 
Cnnd idntes. 

6. The Issue of Certificntes to Good Students Fniling in one Subject. 

7. "Extrc. English" - Letter from Mr. C.E. Ploynrt, Shawinignn Full s High 
School. 

8. Ontario Private Schools - Letter from Dr. C.R. Carscnllnn, Ontnrio 
Ladies College. 

9. Junior Int errned iote Algebra and Senio r Algebra. Should Syllabi 
Remain Identical? 

10. Request from ,qestmount High School for Ornl Examinntion in Senior 
Motriculation French. 

11. Senior Mntriculation and Entr~nce to the Faculty of Engineering. 

12. Appointment of EXaminers for 1933. 

13. Other Busin~ss. 



Matriculation Board 
I 

Notes on Agenda 

2. (11 . .TM two syllabi in French, "nirect" and "Indirect" have been replaced 
by one syllabus including an optional, but recommended, reproduction of 
a s~ory read in French. 

(2) It is sugges~ed that item 6 at the top of Page 31 of the General 
Announcement should be ~dified to read 

1vT..a.rks 

200 Either 

Latin or French or German (if not already taken) 

or 

Any two of the following papers not already taken: 

(a) Intermediate Algebra 
(b) Int ermediate Geometry ani Trigonometry 
(c) Botany 
(d) Chemistry 
(e) Physics 
(f) Music or nrawing (Music and Drawing may not both be 

counted) • 

This new wording (1) simplifies and clarifies the section, (2) widens 
the choice slightly since it permits a student to qualify by taking 
two such papers as Intermediate Algebra and Drawing under (6) which the 
previous section did not do. 

3. The Department of Physics recommends a new syllabus including Elementary 
Electricity and Magnetism. This is almost exactly the sare as the new 
High School course in Physics. 

4. Since joint papers Vii th the High School exruninations \'lere abolished last 
year we can now modify our re ~uirements in any \Voay the Board considers 
desirable. 

5. A student who obtained Hatriculo.tion sto.nding in the Quebec High School 
Leaving Ex~inations could, in the past, obtain a McGill 1btriculation 
Certificate on payment of $5.00. Is this desirable now that the examinations 
are entirely separate? 

6. Our regulo.t ions stat e thD.t "a candidat e who makes o.n exceptionally high 
aggrego.te, but fails in one paper only, m.o.y be admitted". Does such 0. student 
get 0. Matriculation Certificate? It is suggested thnt the regulation be 
modified to read !lA student who fails in one paper only will be gmnted 
matriculation standing if the average mark in the re~uired papers is not loss 
than 70% (or 75%)". 

7. "Extra English" is a ne\7 High. School course. I have been usked if the 
Board will recognize this as a Matriculation subject. The "Extra English" 
syllabus my be seen in the Registrar's Office. 

8. Should we accept certificates from approved Ontario Private Schools? These 
are accepted by the Ontario Mntriculat ion Bon.rd for Ontario Universities. 

9. At present the Senior Mntricul~tion Algebrn syll~bus is identical with 
that of Intermediate Algebra in Junior Mntriculation, ~d teachers wish to 
know if a student who has obtained 50% in the latter may count it towards 
his Senior cortificn.to, or whether he has to repeat work nlrendy done. 

11. The entrance re~uirements of the Faculty of Engineering do not demand a 
Modern La.nguagc and so differ from those of the B.Sc. Senior M1ltriculntion 
and students o.re admitted who ho.vo not In[1.triculo.tod. Can this contradiction 
in terms oe avoided? 

T. IT. j~1.tthcws 



UcGILL mTIVERSITY 

Regist~r.ta Office 

9th February, 1933. 

Dear Sir: 

There will be a meeting of the Matriculation fuard in the 

Principal's Office on Thursday. 16th February, 1933. at 3.00 P.M. 

l/(.~~, 
Registrar_ 

Agenda 

1. Minutes. 

2.· Efisins •• ar~8ing out ot minutes 
(1) Oral French in Senior Matriculation 
(2) Senior Matriculation requirements tor Engineering. 

3. New Syllabi tor Junior Matriculation. 

4. New Syllabi "tor Senior l lTatr'1culation .. 

. 5. Senior Matriculation 13.30 • .Gexman 
At present there 1a .only one Senior Matric~lation G$:rman 
SyllabUa desi~d tor students who have studied tor a year 

. beyond tb& etand"rd. ot Junior Matriculation German, and 
tbetoe 1snoth1ng to eOlT8soond to the First Year B. Sc. 
course which i8 eompulsory tor s1;udents who matric1.tle.ted 
in French. It is prcposedthatws should accept Junior 
MatriculatiOA GeI1Jl&U1 with a ~ •• -mark ot 50 in each ~perJ 
as aeubject tor S~nior B.~. 8tudents pro.idsd they have 
alrea~y tak,n .1unior Matr1culation French. . 

6. Other Bueiueas. 
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Notes on today's meeting of the atriCQlation Bo 
--------------------~----~ 

1. TIle a">pointtnent of co_.ittee to node~te syllabi amounts to the aT)1)ointment 

of El. Revising Board. This su~,geBtion \laB turned dom by t~e tricul tion :3eard 

in January 1932 on the ground that the heads of Depc.rtments AEC and 1) were nDt 

as competent to criticize a sYllabus or paper submitted by a.r..other :gepartment El 

as t he members of that departmmt E, and any crit 1cisms of'fered. ere more likely 

to breed inter-departmental friction than to improve syllabi or papers. 

2. I Vlould like t -0 see some recognized channel by :rhich the teachers of 

Matriculation subjects could mke their criticisms knO'."JD. to the University. 
~ 

I think it desirable to recognize in this way the process of education thro~ the 
" 

schools and the Universit~ is a continuous one and would SQggest permanent 

~~triculation Syllabus co~ttee, consisting of abaQt three Un:versity men, 

perhaps F. Clarke, F. d.G. J'ohnson, and myself, whose duty it Vlould be to select 

fram the schools one -or t 0 teachers in each subject and one or two representatives 

from that department in I1cGill and thresh O'.lt the syllabus in one subject at eo tine, 

report; ing the result s of suc..'I), confe rences to the ::at riculo.t ion BOa.rd.. I think the 

briIl£"ing together of teachers and examiners in this y ~ould be an excellent 

way of obtaining,:iU good courses and ou.ld greatly increa.se the feeline of 

cooperation between the University and the schools. I think the same committee 

might by the same method go over the Senior lJatriculati.on syllabl. and know tha.t 

such a coopera.tive action would be appreciated by the 'estnount High SChool 

tea.chers. 

3. The final decisions would naturally lie with the Matriculation Boa.rd and. the 

small permanent committee would act only as a kind of Arbitration Boa.rd" trying 

to obtain results that satisfied the University a.s to standa.rds and yet' ,ere 

eminently practical from the point of vie of the gOod sChool teachers. 

4. If it felt so inclined this committee .might invite tea.chers preparing stuients 
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for the DepartnJ9nt of Education's exatilinations to give. their views, but it shoUld 

not be empowered to con!lult the Department as such. Cooperation with the 

Depsrt~nt shOuld be s~eured, if possible, through the ]'l&tricula.tion Board which 

can speak fo~lly for the university. ~h a restriction would, I feel, preserve 

the 1nformsJ. character of'" the commit~eets work. This in£ormality should make 

consultation with ~eachers easier and mo~ profitable. 

T.R. Matthews 
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1. . A good university Entrance Examination must neoessarily be designed 

to select those etudents who are intellectually fitted to undertake 

Unive-rsity work. 

2. A good School Leaving ~ination des~ed to test students whO do 

not intend to enter a Unl~ersity has a d1tterent fUnction and should 

be of a different character 

3~ PUblic and Private Scbools alike have pupils who intend to enter a 

university and other pupils who do not BD that the ideal eolution 

ot this examination problem would be brief~ ae tollowa: 

4 There s~ he two examinations with different papers in the majority, 

it not all, ot the subjects. 

Ca) The School Leaving Examination 

(b) The university Entrance Emmination. 

5. 1he School ~1ng Examination Shoul~ be aTailable to PUblio ana 

Private 1Jchoo~s and the UniTersity EntranCe EDm1Datlon a.,..1iable 

to anyon. including privately taught stu4en~.~ 

6. The School Leaving Examination should be oop.dudted by the Department 

ot Education. 

8. The University .hould make ~ent. :tor permanent and cont1nuoua 

oooparat1~n and consultation bOth y1th the De~tment and wlth teachers 

in Public and Private Schools to enaure that its entranee examination 

... &s good as it cou14 be mi4e. 
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9. These proposals are unfortunately i~possible at nresent, and the 

M4triculation Board (like the Department of Education) has to 

conduct one examination fulfilling as best it may the double 

fUnction-

10. The Board recognizes fUlly the essential unity of the educational 

process through School and College and is anxious and willing to 

cooperate with everyone engaged in this process in order to obtain 

the best possible results. 

11. The Board is of the opinion that the work required of pupils in 

Public Schools and of upils in Private Schools should not differ 

in difficulty and should foll~w sUriler l1nes, but is in favour of 

occasional experimental variationc rather than an enforced identity 

ot programme/!. 

12. The Board has set up a small Syllabus Committee which is inviting 

specialists tram both Public and Pr.lvate Schools to discuss with 

specialists from the University the syllabi and the examinations in 

the various subjects. It 1s grateful for the help such school 

teachers are giving and hopes that this cooperation will establish 

a most valuable bond between the Schools and the University. 

13. ~he Board will inform the Department of any changes it may decide 

to Make and 1n return would be gratefill it the Department would 

keep it Info~med of changes in the Public School Curr1culum 

authorized by itself. 

14. Finally the Eoard would elcome any suggest10ns concerning the 
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syllabi or the examinations from the Protestant Committee. or 

any ot its Sub-Committees, ~ron the Dapar~ant of Ed~catinn, 

from the P.A.P;T. or frorl any teacher .. 
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Tb tr aalatlon Board of cGll1 Uni erslty i llling 
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It ih1!lk it deslrabl t t for the first ar or two the xaminer 

should b polm;ed in consult tion th t e trica.l tion Bo rd, 

hleb ould ba pl cd to co-oper :to with the High S 

B in ing rec ndlltlon to t Frot stant Co tt • 



DOCKET STARTS: 



Matriculation Board 

1. The work of school pupils \mo intend to enter El. university should differ from 
that of pupils who do not. In schools containing both these classes of 
pupils there should therefore be at least two courses of study, (1) the 
Matriculation course leading to a University Entrance Examination, (2) the 
other course or courses leading to El. School Leaving Examination. 

2. A good University Entrance Examination must necessarily be designed to select 
those students Who are intellectually fitted to undertake University uork. 

3. A good School Leaving Examination designed to test a pupil~ fitness to stop 
academic work and his readiness for employment, has a different function-
and should be of a different character. 

4. Public and Private Schools alike have pupils who intend to enter a University 
and other pupils who do not, so that the ideal solution of this examination 
problem would be briefly as follows:-

5. There should be two examinations with different papers in the majority. if 
not all, of the subjects. 
(a) The School Lenving :!:xamination. 
(b) The University Entr.::mce EXUmlno.tion. 

6. The School Leaving Examination should be ~vail~ble to Public cnd Privute 
Schools a.nd the University Entrance ~xamination ~vailable to anyone including 
privately taught eeheele-. ~, 

7. The School Leaving Examination should be conducted by the Department of 
Education. 

8. The University Ent ro.nce Examination should be conducted by the University. 

9. The University should make o.rrangements for permanent and co~tinuous co
operation and consult~tion both with the nepartment cnd with teachers in 
Public and Private Schools to ensure th~t its entrance examination might be 
as good as possible. 

10. These proposals ure unfortunately impossible o.t present, and the 1~triculation 
BOard (like the l)epartment of Educ[,tion) hr.s to conduct one examination ful
filling as best it may the double function. 

11. The Board recognizes fUlly the essential unity of the educctional process 
through School o.nd College cnd is anxious and willing to co-operate with 
everyone engaged in this process in order to obtain the best possible results 

12. The BOard is of the opinion thut the work required of pupils in Public Schools 
and of pupils in Private Schools should not differ in difficulty cnd should 
fo11o\'l similar lines, but is in ft..vour of occasional experiment::!l v['.riat ions 
rather than an enforced ident ity of progrnnmes. 

13. The Bonrd hns set up c smnll Syllabus Committee which is inviting speci~lists 
from both Public :"lnd Privflte School s to discuss \7ith specinlist s from the 
UniverSity the syllabi and the examiTh~tions in the vnrious subjects. It 1s 
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gr':teful for the help such school te ", chers t:re giving and hopes th.".t this co
qlCmtion r:ill establish a vc.1UI.ble bond bet\JGcn the Schools Qno the Uni
versity. 

14. The BO:,rd v:ill inform thE) Depc.rtnent of ~my ch['.nges it mr.y decide to mnke 
and in return would ce gr[~teful if the Department would keep it informed 
of ch::-.ngos in the Public School Curriculu...'1l c.uthorized by it self. 

15. Finr.lly the Board Vlould welcome t:ny sugBest ions concerning the sYllabi 
or the exm~i~tions from the Protest~nt Committee, or nny of its Sub
Committees, from the Dep[~rtt:lent of Educ..:.tion, fron the Provincic:.l Associn
tion of Protest :::.nt 'r'-:[.chers or from .~ny teachers. 



Consid.eration of a courso of study in Latin for 
the Eigh School opens up at once the whole question of 
organization of the HiSh School to meet modern denands. 
The reason is that a riGht adjustment of the claims of 
Latin involves a survey of the y-rhole transition from tho 
aristocratic conditions in \7hich the GrUlT'lnar School norked 
to the democratic conditions that have to be f..:.ced todQ.y. 
IJow, r.1Q.ny pu~)ils must bo r>rovided for in the HiGh School 
for whom no Co.SJ can be made out for "Che study of Latin. 
T;'10S0 \[ho clo study it "will have Q. sOTIlOl'lha t different in
terest and different needs from those \lhich Hero operativG 
in the old Grar:~:mar School tradition. ror -,-iill they all 
pursue the study with the sane intensity, and over the 
So:,lO range 0 

No stable solution seems possible, apart from 
a survey of the whole field of Secondary 3duc~tion in terms 
of P.1odorn n.-,ods. I say Q.dvisedly ilSecondary ::::;ducationl1 
rather than ;lHigh Schooll; Education, since tl:.o usc of tl.LC 
latter tGrm, 8spec L,lly in Q,uebGc, is apt to carry \7i th it 
purely local and traditional implications which obstruct 
the view, and conceal the nature of the problem as one 
which all modern countries are compelled to f<.'cc in the 
s~me essential form. 

The problem arises just because modQrn needs 
are such t;lat systGmatic education must nOIl be carriod on 
uell into the years of adolescence, not for Q select few, 
but for the uhole population. Such education, since its 
function is to t~ke account of the needs and capacitiGs of 
adolescence, is properly termcd ;lSccondG.ry ::::;ducQ.tionll

, 

whatever its form and content, and in whatever institution 
it may be Given. 

'].1his "Secondary Education for Allil is no longer 
a visionQ.ry aspiration; it is an udgent practical necessity 
calling for radical new thinking and comprehensive efforts 
of construction, for which thero is no parallel in the past. 
Not only J.re nev[ types of schools, and nev: forms of school 
ore;anization called for - the question rrill h~,ve to be 
as~ed, granting the need for systematic educQ.tion for all 
adolescents, uhether school, ns ordinarily understood, is 
the best pl,:lOe of educQ.tion for all of thorn. It may be 
found that, for many, education can be provided in more 
relGvant and effective form through SOLlO othL;r type of social 
activity, such 'I.S farm or rlorkshop, with only part-time 
attendance at school in the conventional sense. A strong 
and growing body of opinion in England is insisting on this 
View, ~nd thut not for reasons of class jealousy or financial 
econoffiY, but for sound roasons of educaLionul principle 
that refuse to treat ;;Schooling" and nEduc c.t ion;' as neces
sarily identical o 

It is u~Qinst some such comprehensive background 
ilS this th .... t HO must project our problem of Latin. Three 
mL~in Groups of pupils ure to be distinguished in this r(;Gctrd:-

1. Tho se vlho, Hill do no La. tin. 

2. Those who t lIce Le. tin c.s purt of et general educ
Q.tion in the old., and still relevant lIculturc..l t1 sense. 
This will mean et school course of fo~r or five yenrs, fol
lowed by ~ course of ~t least onc year at the University. 
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3. Those ';~10 Cere potl-ntial clc..ssica.l scholars, co..p
able of carrying on Cl scrious study of classics c..t the 
University, and ultimC'..tGly of becoming members of the small, 
but highly trained body of interpreters of ancient culture, 
of ' .. 'hich Q country like Cnnado. nill alymys st.J.nd in need. 
Those should do nore in Lo..tin tho.n pu~ils of Group 2, o.nd 
at leQst t~o years of Greek. 

N.B. I omit here considerntion of the content of courses 
for Groups 2 .J.Ld 3 respl;ctively. Especially LS rego.rds 
Group 2, this questivn EJUSt involve much discussion and ex
periment . 

rlhen '."lO remember tho.t the question of Latin co.nnot 
be determined c.po..rt from consideration of types of Secondary 
training as a whole it is clear thc.t \le .J.re committed to a 
corresponding reconstruction of the Secondary System. I 
co.n do no more here thGn indicate in 2n ideal ~ay, and ~ithout 
rcgo.rd 0.. t the raoIllcnt to -prac t ical diff icul tics in Q,uebec, the 
mo.in lines the. t such re-construc t ion should follor". 

1. The ch::.nge of gauge should come immedL.ltely Clfter 
G::ado VI. This is the point ,Lt \7hich adolescent traits 
are beginning to emerge, .J.nd an early stc.rt should render 
~ore effective thc sifting proce~s that ought to go on 
during the first tilO years or so. 

2. TFO mnin types of course should be contemplc.ted:·. 

(0.) A shorter course of three yeo.rs, organized to 
its arm ends, -:.nd f i ttod \:ith proper terminQls.. .A. well-
rounded three-years' c'oursl; existing in its arm right 
should be free from the misdirection c.nd futility that 
o.rise from the )crform~nce of ~ frngmonto.ry three yea.rs of 
0. five or six years ' course. 

(b) A full course of fiv~ ( r possibly six) ycars. -- --
3. E~ch of these 

iant forms according to 
limits of possibility. 
should admit of diverse 

two main types should admit of var
diversities of need, and within the 

The shorter course, for instance, 
types of )ractical training. 

4. The full course should provide both G8neral and 
Advanced Courses. T~e General Course (with appropriate 
variants) would be taken by all F·,'.ll Cuurse pupils. It 
should be assessed by a school certific ..... te examination of 
such a type that those who pass in prescribed subjects, 
and at a ,rescribed level may be eliGible for U iversity 
admission. .ul''-~ it sDould still be possible to pass the 
examin&tion on loner grade and witD a ra~Ce of subjects 
not c::uallfyinc, ':or Universicy adr!lission . 

Pupils of average ability would take the whole 
High School pe:iod to cover the course. 

A select group of able pupils should, with proper 
organization of studies, cover the course in considerably 
less time. T~les8 sJ~ould then [,0 on to more spec ialized 
studies in selected Groups, rlithout, however, dropping all 
concern w±ik~ll~ with more general education. Instances 
of of such ~roups of studies nre: -
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Classics and History 
Science and Mathematics 
:nglish and Eistory 
1.10der.ll Languages and History (or English) 

Pupils who took such advanced work should not 
look for Senior ~atriculation standing at the University. 
Their ,rofit at the University uould take the form of 
g~eater solidity and promise of University Studies gener-
ally rather than gain of time. Ability should express 
itself in more work done rather than in less time spent on 
an allotted task Vlr!ich is the sa::-l.e for all. 

It is in this sense that I construe the Contin- I 
uation Year. T~e idea of such a year should be distin-
guished from the idea, on the one hand, of helping the 
weak, and, on the other hand, of offering a time-bonus to 
the strong. 

There should be nothing to prevent any pupil, 
whether strong or weak, from taking an extra year in point 
of actual time at the High School if needs require and 
conditions penuit. But this expenditure of a period of 
time is quite a different thing from the provision, as a 
piece of go~d organization of special opportunities to the 
able, gained by a wise economy of the time nornally pro
vided. 

5. Although all reasonable scope should be left for 
the experiment, authority should determine what courses 
any particular school is competent to offer; The question 
of the snall country High Schoo~ will arise here, and I 
know too little of these to be able to offer any suggestion 
in regard to them. In view, however, of the degree and 
variety of the needs that the modern High School has to meet, 
one may be permitted to wonder whether some, at least, of 
these High Schools, can lay claim to very much beyond the 
use of the name. But the organizing of efficient Secondary 
~ducation for sparsely settled rural populations is a problem 
that is difficult as it is urgent. The cost of the necessary 
consolidation is EnXXX inevitably great, and in many countries, 
of which Quebec is one, local traditions and local jealousies 
set up a formidable obstacle. 

I sometimes wonder whether the chief evil that 
arises vvllere small and ill-equipped institutions are trying 
to do Sec ondary YlOrk is not so much ineffic ioncy, as the 
)erpetuation of an idea of what Secondary :=;ducation itself 
is, that is out of all relation to the real needs of the 
time. 

Submitted by Prof. F. Clarke. 
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