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consist of separate links, but of a
pearls of different sizes and
do its utmost with the best material
the output of the undergraduate faculties. These in
are dependent on the High Schools, which derive their students
Faculty is interested in,
all the other Faculties and Schools.
developing to the utmost the best
intellectual talent in the Dominion, it must be admitted that the
standard of the Schools is, at the end of a schoolboy's career,
a2 clear two years behindhand, as compared with Western Europe,
in such important primary subjects as Mathematics and Classics;
nor is it possible at a later stage to make good these deficiencies.
The idea that a Gradu-te School can make goed shortcomings in lower
schools must be strenuously resisted.

Since, then, all the links in the Chain of Education must be
well forged, it is important that McGill, when critical, should not
be open to criticism. There must needs be relatively strong and
weak departments in é&very university. There is no need, however,
for obvious shortcomings which greatly discourage the wnthusiasm
of good students. This matter concerns the welfare of the
Graduate Faculty, but it is understood that it will be considered

by other committees more directly concermed. It would be a mistake

to overlook the matter, and a worse mistake ks to emphasi
1 zZe
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community.
Returning, however, to the standard of

wr

by the Junior Matriculation examinatioh, it

is a high enough standard for the normal or si ubnormal
yet it has been strenuously contended
this standard is too low for the abler
to the University too young (sometimes
ma r]
Schools must move forward,

other unive , 3 a1 2 school

There is so much wasted eff

a twelfth grade
grade might enter the Facu
Arts. Those who entered Arts might proceed at once an Honours
Course, taking four years of undergraduate training.
ELL BE ABOLISHED, AND THERE

NG MeGILL - (1) ORDINARY;

At present the Graduate Facul ty 1cGill is drawing students
from all parts of the Dominion, from the U and elsewhere. Nany

men after a year or two in the gGraduate Faculty go to Europe

U.S. to complete their training. Free trade in s tudents is

utmost advantage, both to the universities add to students

Students have great w jom in discovering the real leaders

in modern thought and progress, and they attac! themselves promptly

to the best men.
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CHAIRMAN OF BOARD

CEcIL BETHUNE

SEC.-TRIfAS. OF BOARD

PHONE CARLING 866

OTTAWA, CANADA

March 3, 1933,

Sir Arthur Currie,
President,

McGill University,
Montreal, Que.

You asked me to remind you of a
brought up during our conversation las

T
~4

in a letter from the Registrar to ¥r.

cipal of Lisgar Collegizte Institute, you will not

accept a Matriculation certificate from a student

if he has secured his standing on the recommendation

of his Principal. As you know, such students must

receive at least 66 % in the subjects in which they are

recommended. Naturally, then, under this system, a

student who has been recommended in, say, seven or

eight subjects of Matriculation is a better man than

the student who has reached that standard in none.

t
£
4

nder your existing regulation,

o
Xz

rom our experience here last year, I would
respectfully suggest that you are in danger of
driving the cream of our students to other univer=-
sities if this regulation is continued in force.

It seems to me that a student would have to have

a strong YeGill bias in his own mind (or in the

mind of someone in his immediate connection) bvefore
he would be willing to write an examination on
which he felt that he had already taken at least Se=-
cond Class Honours.,

Qur experience here is that when teachers have
the power of recommendation in this way, they are
liable to err rather on the side of severity than
on the side of leniency. I have official figures
from the Department of Education for the past two
or three years comparing our teachers' recommendations
with 'their actual results, and it is in isolated cases
only that they are high. I should be glad to show
these figures to you or your representative at any
time,
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@&HAIRMAN OF BOARD

CECIL BETHUNE
SEC.-TREAS. OF BOARD

PHONE CARLING 866

OTTAWA, CANADA

Page 2

Sir Arthur Currie (Conttd)

I trust that you will receive this sug-
gestion in the spirit in which it is given. I
fully realize that the University should be the
one and final arbiter of the standards of admis-

to its classes, and I should want to be the
to advocate any lowering of those standards
that the facts are as

Mr. Wilson tells me that you are favourab
disposed towards visiting this school in the nea
fature. In such case, we shall indeed be honoured,
And 1 trust that the occasion will not be long de-
layed.

1lv
J
r

Yours very truly,
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ate Institute,

very much for vour letter of
o - - -

3 o R T —— - -
atriculation matters.

have every synpathy with your
Registrar tells me that he practically
what you suggest should be done, although the
schools have not been notified. “uch notifica-
has been sent them was to the effeet that those
applying for entrance to this University would have %o
our Mas 1lation examinationa, But he tells m $hat
presented dce 8 not disclose which of th
esult of recommendation and which of examina-
p

the certificate
marks are the »
tion, and thatil

formati on. He has, therefore, been taking those who pre=-
sent recommendations. He will write to you, and also

to My, Stuart.

ine é&oes not prevent him seeking the in-

It was a great pleasure for me to meet you
the other evening at The most enjoyable gathering of the
HMcCGil) graduates: That had to say about the desiradility
of a National Covermment at the present time has caused
some comment, at least., I have no hope that it will have
an immedinte result. Professional politiciens care too
much for the privilezes and the prestige that go with sup-
porting a party in power.

Ever yours faithfully,

Prinecipal




dMarch 7th; 1983
¥eD.T. Atkinson, 23q.,
Prinocipal ,
Glebe Collegiaste Institute,
Ottawa, Canads.

Dear Sir,

Sir Arthur Currie has shown me your letter to him goncerning
our acceptance of marks awarded by High Schools without public exzning-
tion, accoxding to the Onturic plan.

The decision of the Mmtriculstion Board which I gave to Mr.
Stuart in the letter you mention, wes based largely upon & desire to
treat the schools of Onmbario exactly as we treat the schools of Gnebec.
In pragtice, when applications from Ontario came in, T found it impossidle
%o hold up these applications until I had discovered whether the marks were
avardeé by the School or the Department, and consequently was forced to
agoept both without discrimination. This we shall continmue to do at least
for a year or twe so that the Omtarie system will have a fair $rial.

Cur chief experience of accepting certification by schools has
hitherte been in comnexion with American High Schools, and has not been
vory encouraging. A® you know, a2 large mumber of American schools are
approved by various educational agencies and given the power to certify
for admiseion to most of the American Universities. In many of these
Schools a student's complete record showing an average of 857 or 907
moans practically nothing, and students with such records have often had
%0 leave HeCGill on account of weak scholarship. We now recuire American
students to write the College intrance Ixsmination Board exsminations and
find the change a distinet improvement. This unfortunate eéxperience with
certification may have been in the minds of the Matrioulstion Board when
it made i1ts previous decision.

MeGill has naturally a close comnexion with Ontario and parti-
oularly with the Ottawa Valley, and none of us wishes %o see that comnexion
weakened. I hope you will be pleaged to hear that we are accepting your
school marks for emtrance, and trust that the Ontario plan comtimies to work
out as soundly we you suggest in your letier.

Yours faithfully,

T.H, Mabthews
Registrar

Copy sent to Mr. Stuart,
Lisgar Collegiate Institute.




A. E. ProvoST > W. D. T. ATKINSON, M.A.
{AIRMAN OF BOARD £ oy PRINCIPAL

CECIL BETHUNE
SEC.-IREAS. OF BOARD
1Y

PHONE CARLING 866 PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE
GLEBE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE

OTTAWA, CanADA

Sir Arthur Currie,

President and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill University,

Hontreal, P. Q.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

ve to thank you for your letter of March
hﬁrniW* I received a communication from
the Le'letra stating that your Y@triculation Board
has agreed to accept certificates secured by recom-
mendation from our Iiiule School stuuents. I wish
to express my QJure~1at1 of the interest you hav
anifested in this matte und for your prompt action.
feel sure that, so far ag this school is concerned,
you will have no cause to regret your decision.

your visit to this school? We shall be glad to have
you at any time that suits your convenience. We have
an assembly each morning of over 1200 students (the
remainder of our 1480 cannot be accommodated in the
hall) and I hope that you will be as interested in
seeing our morning exercises as we shall be honoured
in having you with us.

fight I repea hat we are looking forward to
S

Yours very truly,

Principal.




THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ALBANY

JAMES SULLIVAN CHARLES B. HEISLER
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER ASSISTANT IN HIGHER EDUCATION

FOR HIGHER AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
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Albany, New

In the absence of Sir Arthur
€€ your good letter of February
to entrance recuirements.

A% HoG1lll University we admit
to the Faculty of Arts a student who has zattained
a definite standard (607 on the whole,with a
minimum in each subject) on an examination in
certalin essential subjeets. This examination is
based on specific work which Prepares the student
for his first ysar in college. The time it has
taken him to prepare himself ,or whether such pre=-
paration is in private or public school or by tutor,
is immaterial to us. 1In the State of Few York, on
the other hand, admission is beased on the completion
of twelve years of study, with, prehaps, only slight
regard to particular subjects. It is Just here the
real difference lies in our requirements for admission.

Our records =2t MeCill over a
number of years shew coneclusively that the percentage
of failures in the first year is much lower among
students who have bassed our examination than among
those who have entered under the rualification of
time spent in preparatory grades and units studied,




Heisler.=sce.

In the same way our senior
matriculation examination is besed on the
attainment of a definite standard in specified
work, student who has successfully passed

is ready for his second year

I hope I have made our position
quite clear. I am sure you will have no difficulty
in coming to the conclusion that the requirements
for admission to our first year are the full equi-
valent of the New York State four year secondary
school course of study preceded by eight years of

elementary schooling.

Very truly yours,
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anthority solely

the University Staih

duty of Corporation "to fix ;ions and req i entrance or

v

matricalation™.

(b) Why does Professor Clarke say "the

corcerned in both examinations™*

Leaving Examination also prepares for

wonld be no confusion, as there is no confusi

certificate examinations:

2. professor Clarke says "If Joirt Board methods really have failed™. They

have never been tried. The stem he last three or four years has been
one in which the examination 'l been prepared by the Protestant Committee, and

the University has accepted th xsminers and the papers W ot ‘discusslon.

Phis I think is a thoroughly bad system which has led to poor papers, end has

made it impogsi for the Univer School

leaving Bxemination.
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tant Commi
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The reconstituted High School leaving Bxeminasien Board is

Sehool Leaving Examination. "Our own
Matrienlation Board also has duties and has very definite obligation

local private schools and to students in oth parts of the Empire.

Bogrd" with "the

TS

MeGill University" instead of "the Prov

surrender of

I suggest 1k if the guestion arises tomorrow, it be clearly
pointed qut that our Matriculation Bxzmination is controlled by the Corporation

et et AT L
examinatlon misse

of the University, and that any sug gstions concerning our

ve approved by that body.
I heartily agree with the general desire of Professor Clarke for

more efficient and informed: criticism of papers and for a more effectiv
running of the examinations.
Uiz Tinal difficulty concerning the 8 i would disappes
I hope they will Dbe.
It apr fully upon the

that will

the Univergity we can run-& Matriculation Bxamination

improvement upon the presnet one, and will help the High School
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DOCKET STARTS:
“ERoM PROF. Ol APKE "’






















DOCKET ENDS:
“FROM PROF. CLARKE'S
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November 28th, 1931

NOTES ON THE JUNIOR MATRICULATION EXAMINATION

1. I belisve the Junior Matriculation Examination might be strengthened,
and the conduct of the examination simplified if the Matriculation Board
adopted the following suggestions designed

to secure & more thorough criticism and revision of the papers before
they are printed.

to meke definite the regulations governing the re-reading of papers.

to make definite arrangements for the revision of examiners' marks

where this appears to be justified.
to make the pass-merk in individual papers 50%.

2., (Criticism and Revision of Papers.

The Departments concerned should act as praliminary'revising committees,
s0 thaet a paper set by any exsminer would be criticized and epproved by all
the members of his department before being sent to me.
The department would be expected to satisfy itself
thot the paper was within the syllabus
that the paper covered the ground fairly and was well-balanced .

that the standard was a Proper one .

that no question was ambiguous .

that the paper gave bright pupils on opportunity of showing their brightness.

In ta1e case of Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry, the examincr should be
asked for solutions of any problems, and these solutions should be verified
by the other members of his department.

3. A Revising Board should be appointed. As members I suggest one member
from each of the following departments, Classics, French, History or
English, Physics or Chemistry. This Board which would meeb in February
would give the papers a final revision, compare them with previous years'
papers, and finally sanction them.

The original examiner should be informed and consulted if the
Board docided to meke any material alteration in a paper.

No examiner would sit on this Board and the members should be paid
(perhaps $10 each) for their work. The Registrar (unpaid) should act as
convener and be a member of the Board .




L el

4. The proofs of each paper should be read and corrected by the examiner
and by at least one other member of his department.

The Re-reading of Individual Papers

5. Unjustifiably optimistic but determined parents frequently ask that
their child's paper should be re-read, and are a nuisance tome if I
refuse, and to the examiner if I grant their request. I therefore suggest

(a) Any candidate may have his marks checked (i.e. the addition) on a
payment of $.00. The fee to be returned if the addition is incorrect.

(b) Any candidate may apply to the Registrar for a re-reading of any
paper, stating in writing the reasons for this request, and, if
possible, getting a letter from the principal of his school supporting
it. A fee of 35.00 must accompany the request. If the request
seems ressonable, the Registrar, in consultation with the examiner, will
appoint a second reader and the two examiners will re-read the paper. TFoT
this I suggest that each reader be paid $1.00.

If the original examiner is not available the Registrar should appoint
the most suitable man he can obtain.

I suggest thet these appointments be made by myself since I am here at
the time and may be, and am, consulted in my office by parents and

principals.

If re-reading justifies an altcration of marks, the $5.00 fee should be
returned.

Revision of Marks

There are two cases

The student who has passed with high marks in all subjects but one and

has failed in this by one or two marks.

When this happens I suggest that the examiner in this paper be consulted
and that if he feels that an extra mark or two should be awarded, the marke
be altered accordingly. Such cases are rare.

The marks of an examiner make the percemtage of failures in that sub ject
unduly high.

The Matriculation Board could not meet to discuss such an event for

it would occur in July. I suggest that the Registrar call a meet ing

of thode members of the Board and of the Revising Committee who are
available, and discuss the problem with them.

If the paper is being used by the Department of Bducation for the

High School Leaving Examination, any sction should be taken in

consul tation with the Department.




Change of Pass-lMark

7. To matriculate a student mist obtain an average of 60% in ten required
papers end not less than 407 in any one paper. The High School Leaving
standard of passing is 50% in each paper. This double standerd increases the
aifficulty of examining a paper that is used for both examinations.

ge in every paper, and that to metriculate
a student rmst obtain an average O 60% in the ten required papers and pass
at least nine of them.

1 suggest that the pass-mark be 50%




Table showing percemtage of those who passed McGill University
Junior Matriculation in 1930 and 1931 who would have passed if

the passing mark had been changed.

Passing Mark

50% in every paper

504 in each paper with
one failure allowed

50% in each paper with
two failures allowed

50‘,‘5 in each paper with
three failures allowe




Table showing percenmtage of those who passed McGill University

Junior Matriculation in 1930 and 1931 who would have passed if

the passing mark had been changed.

Passing Mark

in every paper

in each paper with
one failure allowed

> in each paper with
two failures allowed

o in each paper with
three failures allowef
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La These notes were writteon after the meeting of the Matriculation
Bosrd on Thursdsy October 29th, 1931, %o olarify my owm ldeas andl parheps 4o

provide & basis for further disousaion of these Sopics.

2e 1 am thinking throughout of ecandidetes for emtrance %o the University
and not dealing with the problems of the majority of sulool boys and girle

who are not coming to the University.

De { am 0ot thinking exelusively of the High Bohwol System of Hueben,
but alse of thes Private Schools, amd I have inoluded subjects such as German

and Spanish which are mot ad preseut taught in Gnebec.

Tie = PLES i‘-mTf‘ICTﬁ."’i‘;;
Lo Broadly speaking the present examination forms a satisfactory entrance

tert for pass studente.

2o The syllabus needs some rovision, and the papers need more expord

eritisisw before they sre prinmted to ensure their being sdaquibe toste of ability.

G The pase-aark should be 504 ia every paper, but = student who obtained

an sversge of 60% in hiw ten papers should be allowed to fail in ome {but not more
than one) papers If the page-mark in the Nigh Seheol leaving Bxsminations and the
Mstrioulation Hxaninabions were the same, 1% would be casier for Examiners justly

to declde Vorder~-1ling CaBOS.

I11.~ HONOUR MATRICULATION

The aim of $his sxasination would be o prepare gifted students fov the
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B9nour Courses of the Paculty ofirts anl Soience and $o provide the University

with & relinble method of selecting shudents gualified to uwndertake saoh courses.

e This would necessitate a Aifficult examination with epportunities for
the bright student %o show ability rather than kmowledge. It should be a test

of intelligence anf technigue rather than of MANOTYe

S o st our conditione the examination shonld be more specieliiszed than
the Upper School examination of Tovorke but less specialized than the Emglish

Higher Certificate.

&o I wuld oot aim at a broad exsminationy the purpese of the post-
matriculation year being t0 ifntensify foregrounis rather thax to broaien
backgrounds. This year should introduce hright students to s serious study of a

pmall number of sabjects.

Sa 1f, for example, it is felt that after passing the Junior Matrionlation
examinstion, the future History specislist meeds %o study s science, this should
not be dome in this post-mmtriculation year, but at the University vhere paad
courses wou'd give the sork of "minoy” Gourse in sciunce needed.

Porsomally 1 40 not believe that such a History specianlist derives any

valne from & conpulsory course in science.

G Similarly the science student who nveds Gormen should start thie

at the University rather than {a his post-miriculation year.

¥ The post-masriculation year should be deveted to four subjects only,

grouped as followas

A& Arts Honour Mutyviculation

Compul sory: Eaglish

Sptional + Piee of the Tollwwing:
P it e ) BLSEDTY




Optiomalsy Three of the following

History
Freach
Gornan
Spanish
Latin

Greek
Mathematics

B. Seience Hemour Matrioulation

Compuleorys An English Dssay
Methemat ice

Optional: Two of the following

Fhysios
Chemistry
Biology

Be In each subjech, except the English Hesay, there ghowld be twe

three~hour papers.

b I The setusl maviks shonld not be published, Yut stuflent s should Ye

glven a"pass” or & Vdistinetiom” in sach subject {(or peperi.

a
Thus & certificate might state that/cemdidste had obtained his honour

matriculation in Emelish, Mistory, Freach, snd Latin, with distinctlion

in Kigtory snd Latin.

10. The following difficnlties in comexion with the examination ccour
to ne.
(1) Zither it must be & University Examinat$ion for which the Protestant
High Schools have permission to prepare thelr pupils (This 18 the
position in England}, or it mmet be rmn Jointly By the University and
the Protestant Jommittee.
T prafer the fowmay altamntivae.

{2) "hatover method of comtwel is adopted, it mast be possible for




ol v
gtudents from the Private Schools to write the exsmination, sad it rmst be

possible ¥o held the exsmination 4n all the usaal MMeGill University Matrioulation

centres.

{3) 1% will be 41 fficult to decide what certificates, if sy, from other
provinses ve osn accopt a3 eguivalent to this new Honour Matriowlation, but
there met be some clearly defined way in which ctudents from other provinces,
who have written the examinmapions of thelir own province, can enmter our honours
cuurses. Yo camot expsct schools throughout Cenada to prepare candidetes for

our Honouy Matrionistion.

{4) Would 1t be possible to permit the best of the Ghied- First Year Fass
Stuttente, after a yoar at the University, tc enter the Firsi Yeor Homours
instesd of the Second Year Pass cvursest This womll partly solve the

problem in {8} above, but might raise nmew problems if it was recognized that
there were two ways of entering the Homours Courses (K] by Homour Matriculation

and {b) by Pace Matviculasios and & year in Arts and Science.

(&) The converse problom would alse arise. i.0. vhat oredit are we to give a
student vho has Seken & Crsde XIT examinetion in another provinge’

1 san »ee no yeason for altering the present regulations with respect to the

Page Course 80 that s Orade XII certificats in the proper subjeets and with

sufficiently high marks would still admit & student to the second year of the
Pas® Buhsy BuB0s, or B.Coms courses. An Ontario student whe had taken the
ntarie Honour Metrisalation in six subjects, and desired to enter our henours

oourse, would however raise a diffieult question.

{8) There would be the usual 4fffieulsy of the wmaller schools whish would not

be prepared to offer, and should not be allowsd to attempt, u powt~ matriculation




“ B
year. The brighter gtudents from these schools would have %0 spand & your in

Mont veal sttending one of the bigger High Sehools before emtering WoGLli.

1.V, HONOUR MATRICULADION AND THE TACIIAY OF ARTS AND SCLBNCE.

1e First Yonr students would, from the day of regivtration, Ye divided imte

fonsurs and Pass Studenitse.

Be vags Hatriculstion would be accepted for the School of Commerce.

Ba In aveyy Virst Year Departoent $there would ba at least two difforent

{1] The Pass Course
{2) The Fopeurs COurses

The extra lakour {nvolved would potually be smell since sdveansed cOUrses

or sections alvesfy exist in almost overy Firat Year subjeet.

& The necesssry reorganisatim would moreover, give the Facully an
opporbunity t¢ lassen scme of ite presant vigidity, perhsps o lessen the hours
in seme coursos aud insreass ths rosf ing, and certainly to leseen the preasent
exvassive manber of exsminationa esch ghudent writes.

Homour stadents should, I believe, bo oneningd lesa Crequently snd more

thoroughly.
Ba L Piret Yesr Hosours Student would take the Honours lectures in three
gubjoets md, if requived by the Mmouliy ¥o 4o 80, would take in addition,

not move Shan 6N PLEE COUTEEs

Be L Piret Year stufent should be aliowed to take Bonours ponrses in

those subjects only im which he had Suken Honour Metrioulation.




- i -
7o The subjects would be growped as below:

In the Azrts Division

Compul sorys finglish
fiptionals Two of the following:

Ristoxy,
Freénsh,
German 4
Spanish,
tatin,
Gresk,
Mathemetica.

In the Scienge Division

Compulsory: A pass ocourse in FPrench or German {(whichever ham not been
taken in Junior Matriculation).

Optional: Three of the following:
Mathematics
Physies,
Chomistry
Biology
e The Departments oonvernel wonld insist wpon further linking, 6.8
Physies would damand Vathemmdics, but these linkings may be left 0 be discussed

later.

$e It het Been sugpected thst the Departmerts of Zoononlcs and rolibiesl
Seience, ‘hilosophy, and Peyshology, whose lestures begin enly in the Second Year
would saffer By $he institutiom of theas dangoes.

The siggevtion is that & stulent who has specialiged for two years

final
in three subjects will choome ene or two of theee for his/honours work snd will

not eubark wpon & new subject.

10 T 4o not believe this %0 Be true, but the interedts of these departnent s

and subjects must be safeguaarded.




1l 1 would suggest tpat these doparinenis state vory defivitely vhat
noneur sourses in the Piret Tewr they reguire as prevequivsites, sc that Hemoar

Stutunts shy be reminded of these sk jects when they are advised at the tinme

of vopi diretlion.

12 Yarthey, no stwlent dould make his offleisl choeies of finsl honours
pubjocts wabil be wbers nis second yoare

%o pow say, for exsxple, that Snooks is an honours stufent in
Higtory in his third year, thus coupling student eyl subject. This appesrs alsg

uptn his registration gaxde

tnder the new scheme this should not be dons until She begimming of the
Becond Years thus Snooks in his firet year mighi bé Arts oF Sgience bBub nob

Latin or Chenistry.

15+ The departxants conserued might possibly wish o commente Theiy legtures

in the first years If they dig this, the wbove provlen aodld nos arigse. Thisls,

of sourse, o matbter for shess depertuanis thenselvet.
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V. THE HOROUR MATRICULATION SYLLABUS

i+ The method of deciding the initisl syllabus for Honour Matriculatiom
and of modifying the syllabus in after years must depend upon the method

adopted of combrolling the examination.

Re Assunming that there will be joint comtrol between the Department of
Pablic Instruction and the University, and remembering that the examination
is essextially « University ntrance Examination, and that the University

controls ity own Sntrunce requirements, we should proceed as follows:-

3+ The Matriounlation Board should smumon $¢ a meeting the heals of all the
University Departments conserned, explain to them the proposed nature of the
examination and ask them in consultation with their departments %o draw up

mitable syllabl in their ownm subjedts.

4. These suggestions should then be considered by the Matriculation Board
or & committes mppointed by them. Each syllabus would be thoronghly
investigated to see that it conformed to the zeneral scheme of the

oxamination and of a proper standard.

O+ If the Board wished to modify & syllabus, it would do @0 in

consultation with the department concerned.

6+  The syllabus finally approved by the Board should be sudbmitted to the

proper authority of the Protestant Conmittee snd Joint meetings arranged to

settle my final dAifficulties.
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Vi « OTHER STEP8 70 B

1. 8ince the scheme involves the abolition of Senior Matriculation for
which students in meny parts of the world are now preparing, the Univeraity
would have to give two years' notice of the change J«e. the examination counld
not be introduced uatil 1934, unleas we were willing furing a transitiomal

year or two, %o have transit lonal regulstions, which would be very ponfusing.

g. Bince Sonour Matriculation would greatly change the organisation of the
Paouity of Arts and Science, this Taoulty sheuld be consnlited as sS00N 48 any

definite suggestions are ready.

3. The proposed B.Sc. Honmowr Matriculation seems to me to be & very suitabdle

ant ravice examinstion for the Peoulty of Tugineering. Any suggestions gongerning

$he B.Sd. syllsbus should therefore be submitted to this faculty for their

approval.

4, 1f the examination is o De entrusted entirely to the University, the
vatricnlation Board should consult the teashers of the Migh Schools and work

in close cooperation with tham.

5. 1t would be tactful and possibly might be useful to consult the other
ma jor universities of Ceanada consemming the status of the examination whea the

plans are definite enough to do M.
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Director

Let me acknowledge your letter

of the 4th liay with regard to o conferense which

e M

it is proposed to hold between yourself and repre-~

wx

sentatives of MeGill and Bishop's Universi ties on

the matter of matriocr and school leaving exami-

nations.
The date you mention, Tuesday,
May 12th, at 2430 pem, will suit us and we shall

look for you at that time in my office.

Yours faithfully,




W. P. PERCIVAL

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT,
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT
EDUCATION

Department of Education
Queber, P. Q.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE

SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give
at the head of your letter
this number.

Replies should be addressed
to*“The Superintendent of
Education, Quebec, P.Q.”’

LIONEL BERGERON

FRENCH SECRETARY AND
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE
DEPARTMENT.
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'-‘ In view of the very difficult position which Protestant Sducation in the

.

. Province of Quebec must comtimue %o occupy, it is highly desirable that the three

bodies most concerned with its promotion should work effectively together. MeGill

: University and Bishop's University need the support of the high schools below them,
and the Department of Educsation, responsible for the conduct of these high schools,
needs the help of the universities from above.

Phe High School Leaving examinations intimately concern these three bodies,
but unfortunately the existing machinery for the condnct of these examinations does
not segure their effective cooperation, and the High School Leaving certificate
has not the weight of authority it might attain if the two universities were per-

suaded to cooperate more seriously in planning the examinations.

Po remove presemt causes of friction and to secure more harmonious and
intelligent direction in future, 1 sugpest
{1) that in all papers, whether gatricunlation or High School Leaving, the
pass mark be 50%.
(2) that a new High School Leaving Examination Board be appointed with the
following persomnel:
a. The Director of Protestant Education
b. The Professor of Zducation of MeGill University
¢. The Professor of Hduncation of Bishop's University
d. The Registrar of MeGill University

e. A representative of the Department of Education
(The chief Imspector of High Schools 2)

f. A representative of the Protestant Committee
g. Two represemntatives from MeGill University
h. Two representatives from Bishop's University

i. Two representatives 6f the High School teachers
(not to act on revising board)

A total of twelve persons




-

f?his board should be given power to recommend the appointment of exsminers and

both the Departrent znd HioGill University shomld wndertake not to depart from

these recommerdations without further reference to the Board. The Board should
also appoint moderators as suggestod below and should suthorize the papers sctunally
sab » Wo exsminer should be allowed to sit om the Board.

3] Moderalcrs

The examination subjects should be divided into groups ~ perhaps three

gronps:—~
(1) English and History)

{2) Oreek, Latin, and French
(3) Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Physical Geography
{¥msic and Drawing require, I think, different treatment which I am
ungualified to prescribe.)
Vor each of these groups three moderators should be appointed, one
by each university and ome by the Department, whose duty it would be to act
as experts, carefully to criticize the papers submitted by the examiners, and
report upon them to the Board. These reports would take cognizance of standards,
wording of questions, divagations from the gyllabus, etc.
If the moderators were properly chosem it would not be necesgsary for
oanch t0 be an expert in all the subjects of his groupe
The Board would suthorize a paper only after a consideration of the
report from the moderatorse.
1f any paper is entitled to be re-read, this re-reading shonld be done
by the moderators, or one of them, in consultation with the original examiner.

The moderators should be paid snd the present fee paid %o the High

Board
School Lerving/for its revision duties should be discontimmed.

o exsminer should be allowed %o be a mod erator.




HIGH SCHOOL LEAVING AND MATRICULATION

1
The Protestant Committee is meeting in the Medical Building on Friday the 27th
of November.
So far as I know no real effort has been made since the last meeting to solve
the problem of the control of the High School Leaving Examination. No pro=-
posals from the Department have been submitted to the University, and, although
Mr. Mitchell had an interview with the High School Leaving Board, no definite
plan was suggested.
The drawing up of a new scheme is clearly a task for the Depariment and not for
the University, and possibly the Department is preparing a schems for considera-
tion by the Protestant Committee.
Whether this is so or not I think it important that the three representatives of
the University upon the Protestant Committee should agree at least as $0 the
minimam conditions any solution mmst satisfy to be acceptable to the University.
I suggest that these three representatives meet before the 27th and discuss
these conditions carefully, so that, if necessary, they may state them at the
meeting.

As a possible basis of discussion I submit my own views.

iI

To be aoeeptable to McGill University any scheme for the Jolat control of the

Bigh School Jaaving Bxsminations amd the Matriculation Examination must satisfy

the following conditions:
1. A method must be devised of ensuring that the examiners appointed are

acceptable to both the Protestant Committee and the University Matriculation

Board.




.

2 fhis necessitates at least that before the suggested 1ist is put before the
Protestant Committee, the University must have an opportunity of discussing it
and of vetoing any examiner of whom it does not approve.

Se The examination papers must likewise be revised and approved by the Univer-
8ity before they are printed. Recently the University has been accepting papers
it has never seen for its own Matriculation Exemination. The University should
and could appoint a very strong Revising Board.

4. The University wishes to make its Departments responsible for the matri-
culation papers submitted to the Revising Board, i.e. it wishes every department
concerned to sit as a preliminary revising board upon the papers in its own sub~
Ject, and it would insist upon examiners' solutions of all mathematical or nu~
merical problems in the Physies, Chemistry, and Mathematics papers.

Be The syllabus for every subject must be approved by the University: This
does not mean’ that the University wishes to interfere with what is clearly the
work of the Protestant Committee and the Department of Education, but the Univer-
sity must approve of every syllabus of its own Matriculation Examinstione, and a
Joint paper implies a common sSyllabuss

6. If any revision of marks is to be made it must be made jointly by the High
School Leaving Board and the University's Matriculation Board. We cannot give
the High School Leaving Board power to alter our Matriculation marks

7+« Unless these conditions concerning the Bxaminers, the Papers, and the Results
can be shtisfied, the University must conduect its Matriculstion Examinations

independently of the High School Leaving Examination systems

FA L paterted)
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