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The Subject of U a tr5,c'Q.l,.l3.tiQ.n in thQ .:rts 
Fa~ Ity ~urvey Report • 

In 1921-22 :'1. CL< 1 ties in the Univer~i ty v:ere on the s< ,e footing. 

Junior I...Ftricu1~ tion r d -.i "tted"to 11:F" cul ties ~ t th' t ti!!J.e. The .,_edi C' 1 College 

~ preliminary y~r in the .rts cnd Sciences, but this h's since b en discontinued. The 

situ tion nt the present time, to ever, 'S ch' nged entirely. In 1923-24 the F~cu1ties 

of l :edi cine , --- 'de tllO yeE rs of preliminary study in the ." cu1 ty of f rts 

pre-re uisite for mission. In the sr _ eye' r tile old continuous courses, usu'lly 

c'lled double courses, le' uin<" to tr.e de"'ree of B • • ,!I:. D. nd l?3c . ,L • ...,., d tine' ck 

s e' rly ~ s 1901, ore cO!:lp1e'tely rcorE- ized. In 1929-30, :,oTIever, 11 these "rc-

lininary 'nd c ntinuous c~u=ses u~re ~011y discontinued. t the present time, t~ere-

fore , three strnderd ::e~rs in l6'din to the de~r e of 

B.l . or B. Sc. , including the brsic edic'l sciences, ui~lo~y, C~~~istry [nd Physics, 

",re recuired for mission into L edicine . The ~,_edi C( 1 Co _1 ege sp' r i nt:;ly '<L:i ts -..... 
students fter t ';0 ye rs of pre1imiDf ry study, but these c ses 're exc€: 'tion' 1 nd need 

r!ot be mentioned here. The re '.lirements for dr J.s sion into De .. tistry 're the s'me c:s 

for eatr"-nce into 1 edicine, except tr.,t students re llore fre.e1y ~Q itted into Dentistry 

'fter t 0 ye rs of study. ~e old rule of 1924-25, re:uiring two y~'rs of study in 

the B·.: . c-"r~e for r drlission to t'.e study of Law, still rer: ins, but rr: cticc.l1y ,11 

students 1 1; ain~ to proceed into LMW now complete t e 'ork for the~r B •. • decree, [nd 

:10 rigid rt.le is , tu E"refol'€' , "':!ly ::"ollf:er ecc s~ r~ 0:1 t.lis point . .t.l1 stu ... ents intendinp' 

to nroceed into pplied uCience, 'lOW c'lled EN"ine ri ..... g, re 'ir~ either .;,c •• io1' 1. r tricu1a -

tion or one ye' l' in the :D'r cul ty of .torts nd I::)ciencc, flnd 'bout eighty students enter tue 

.irst year e c yeflr ,t :;:>resent -rith this purpose in nind . P1'elimin ry courses of two 

ye'r8 of :ork l'e r 1so given in the 'F'-'culty of ~ rts 'nd .... ciel.ce i'or stUdents intendin'" to 

proceed into Domestic Science nd ~ricu1ture rt.- c~on~:d Co11~g( , but the number of 

students registered in this 'ork is sr ~11 . ie ll<e-y ~C.d, too , ner:.cps f:n lly, tt,t much 

of the work in the I.)QDO o1 .0" ....Q.orm.ex.ce nd :1 of t'.e "'rork in the Hoxal Victori Co:l.lege 

for \,'omen is do.::.€) in the 1'e[,,'1 'r ::ourses in t .. e l"c1..lt: of rts 'nd """ience, 'nd·'ll 

studc:'ltr in t1:le bc 001 for Gr dt.' te Nurscs 'nd tte .:.>c .. oo1 of Physic 1 ~du.c' tion (' re pri-

vilep,ed _0 nttend cl' ses 'S tney y be < avir ed ".Jy "the ~ut .. ori ties of tuei:::" Oi, • ,-,cnool . 
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The res'l , t' ref')re, is t. t 'the ~' cul ty f. rt s urin) t ese 

ye rs reoll. undert' '~en ' VQI" Le'v" burden of Vlork in the ':'ntcrests of t:"e . ole 

University . ~ll stude.ts roceedi~~ to the ,ro~ession'l or tec~nic 1 f culties re no 

C"'irefully tr'incd n1 selected be.ore procee -i [ "'0 treir ro!'ecs':'on 1 ct<;.dier; d t:.is 

obviousl:' me us < : e' vy weight of .. ork for this .'acul t: ~nd co. responding ~dv t, es to 

the ~ni versi ty . ':'he Co; i ... tee need not er.ph'size tt,e c .. rdin' 1 i!.port r l.ce of this 

It is n xiom i...l educ' ,ion th~t lnoct everytuinr; 

depends upon "he stt..dent ' s preliminery tr inL.!" be ore he p.'oceec:.s into th'3 profeosion", . 

It is obvious , indeod, th't b.' t.e time tte s·Lde .... t L"s co ..... e t.!1.rough the .. igb. sc~ool <nd 

is "errS of prelininrry ~ork in tuG v iversity, .is n .... bits nd .. etuods of stud nd 

work [.rve become so fi ed "'., t he is not likely to l.. 'nge t .. c:. ":'n : tcr ye'. s . 

Tr...e .t..dmisGion of ...,tl....dents 

Until 1929 t:"e .ission of U students to the niYersity directed 

by the ~triculrtion Bo rC., ' Jody appointed by the 'Oniversi ty Gorpor tion . u~nce, no -

eve ..... , virt < II "11 students IOW ctitted to the ';niversity enter through the F c'lty 

of .. ..rts rnd SCience, t i." cU:ty dur':" L :~...,t e r c.u tea ..1 ur~ission.s CO:.JI:l.it t of 

its uvrn. '":'his Co i ttee'1) fixes ~ll""ules {~d rCQ.uir€I:lents for 'd::~sslon to the 

College •• The conduct lnd ~upervisi)~ of R:l ~'tricul£tion Ex'~' . t.ons sti:l l' in 

u"'1.der the di l' ction of the ... :' tric' l'tion ::3o r rd . 

The Uni versi t J:ds' ree l 'r. tric l·tion ex' i tion in June ~d 

...,epte:nber of e ch :, '1' for c' .laid tes coni..1 frJ. '1r~v te sc oo:'s 'nd 10r II otl:~rs 0 

T"'y is:. to s it -Por these ey rrin tions . The results of t c ...,c 001 Le vine EX<" ~n' tio .. s 

for the Province of 'ebec' nd ! 11 ott er certH'ic' tes USl,;.' 11' dni ttin' to reco"'nized 

uni versi ties in the other pT'ovinecs of C . d' "£ cc tee 6 r b sis fo dmission into 

the F .... cu1t r of .L l'tS rnd ")cienee . Lrst ye"r , t Lt ::'0 in the It'.l.Tlm of 1930 , 71 &tudents 

were ~d.!.i tted ::J.t') the ... ·irE" t yer r b T •• tri c :. tior. , 163 bJ .... c 001 ~e vi. : Certi 'ic' tes 

from Le P:::'ovirce of " e"'vec · .. d 65 b- other certifie' tes . .1.1:e ... c'.ll t~ 0 J. rts nd 
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S~iencE', ho,ever, oe~ no"\; ccept for EdLission ~l at de .to :ho hled tte UIJU 1 certi-

fi c~tes. .!!or eXf.L.""lle, students ho m ke unii'orr:D.y low rl.~ rks in r 11 t~.eir subjects or 

t'.ke their exminrtions piecene'"l over r 'l)criod covering ore th'n f' :;err rre not now 

rdmi tted. In l<rch 1927 .r"culty rdopted t .• e ,olieyof selectinc its orn students f'or 

fudssion, or ner~'ps ~e should s~y of' refusing '~ittfnce to c neid'tes hose clrims or 

ree uire::lents were '1ot sr tisfr ctory. It is iG"')ossi1le, : 0' ever, to sry exr ctl:r how r:any 

crndid'tes 're refused Qnission r .. nuf' ly since mcny r ')L..crtions re 1'1' de in the form of 

enquiries 'rod it IS iTIoos&ib2.e to estir.:"te .• 0'" many '')uld (Dpl~T if .... he doors \~ere r.ide 

open [S in former yerrs. The nU::1ber of students, .• 0 ever, offerir:g t:.e usu'l :.t"tl'i-

culPtion CertL.~ic~.te w:.o \'ere not f dr itted l"st ~e~r w s 'bout 150 ~nd t:'is nurber is 

nornf'l for the lrst four yerrs. The nrpctice of regusinr, !dmission to students who 

filed in one matric'll' tior.. subject, refe red to ,reviously in this report, ~nd the 

pr, ctice of refrsi.ne; . dm':'ssion to students whose ,,:u r 1if'icr tions r:re not S' tisf"'ctory h~s 

undoubtedly ra':'sed the recuire:lents for [~d""'.ission su stGntially. 

The ,rep rr tio 1 ooP rt-udents -'or rJi. tricl1l' tion to the Uni versi ty is an 

oblig tion \'hich rests upon the schools 'nd the tone rnd the University, therefore, can 

do vpry little to improve the C'U li ty of its Jre.tricul tion c' ndidr tes .. i thout the fullest 

s~p.,thy "'nd nelp of the scnools of the- Province. This subject, i.e., close co-operation 

bet\7een the schools of the Province r nd the Universi ty, is perh:.ps the 1 •• OSt importent 

subject hich this Co.~itt(e considered in its deliberation. 

T:1e proposr 1 to "'om' Twelfth Gr de in some of the high schools of the 

Provi n ce as vrel cor:ed by the membel'L of th e COl!Ili ttee, It need sCfrcely be pOinted out, 

Oi':ever, that ner rly everythinp; dF'pends upon the f tudents in the schools \"1ho ~ re 110Vied 

to proceed into this hifher Fr"de of work. If the proposed ,elftl Gr&de is intended 

for l-.me or slow students it \ill not be of [ny ~dvrnt(. e to this University, bU,t it it 

provides de u te opportunities for the ~rpp- tion of cMpit 1 students rho rair~t enter 

the 'Jniversi ty by 'n honour tricul~t±on exrunino.tion it will be of the very gre'ltest 

dvanta~e in every TIcy. In order, t.erefore, to Raft tbis ~ropos 1, the Committee 

reco Jr.J.e!l.ds th t nn Lonour. tric..ll tion EX~in' tion bE; i wti tuted b th U y e niversity, 
r ~d th t t!.e pr('sent Jen':'or r tri C 11< tion be discontinued. 



':'ne o...>u'1ject n;-ineerinr F' cult.r I.enort 

The entrrnce st ~d rd 's cl~~~ed in the session 1928-29 to t.rt of ....,enior 

•. :etriculFtion, or Junior •. rtriC'..:.l'tion ~':):lo 'ed 'by the First Ye'r in .rts. ~'his c .• nge 

provides us ith students ver ~in one ye~r o:cer et ent1"nce to o~r _ c'ty, 'hich by 

re son of some gre' ter r ~turi ty snoulc. be n r civ nt~O'e to the tec micr 1 stlldent. It 

also fords an opportunity for bro"- dening their ec"uc tion in :i.r.::;lOl't'!lt subjects .~ot 

be ring directly on many ryhrses of t~tir technic'l ork, llch's '~~lish nd l'n~ages. ~ 

Our exnerience uoes ot convince us th t the course in En"'lisl:, 'either i ~ 8e::1ior. tri-
\ 

c'11r tion or .'irst Ye r rts, is ell d' "1ted to t_e needs of st E.;nts e~ "erinc- O:.lr 

F culty. In vie of the import nce of the bili t:- of n en ineer to e re.:s ~::.is rf"U-

ments <nd co~clusio~s in terse nd 10""ic 1 1'"r ll!:.er, t~is is serious defect. e 

believe th't it suould be possible to Iter the re uireme~ts ~ithout 10TIerin the 

st nc.rrds in En .:!.ish, I:. •• d e u 'ge thrt proner con~:d(1' tio .. be 'ive t~ this uestion. 

·e 're like ~se not convinced th~t t~e entr' .. ce re uir~ 6~tS in ~ the-

rtics '''''e e 1'1 tu those of Junio ..... zt .... ic l'tion (inc!uc.i e 'dr .. ced L ..... e"': ics), w ich 

nplied or erly. 1 though e !'c..:o . .raer.d vh' t ~dv' lced ..... r r i cs ' e offerE.' in Junior 

l1at1'icul r tion :nto .. rts by tnose stude"its i"ho inte.6. to e .te +r.is F cu.:ty, it is 

evident th t this course is not ~ollo~ed in rll c'ses, nO. less ground is no' covered 

in some ~r~nches of 'then' tics, suc s tri~'O oLet1'Y, th n . s covered U'1c.er the .or-mer 

pl~n by those enterine our F cult:l1i-r'ect :;"rom the schooL .. , ith Junior ~.'tricul tion. 

It is to be fenred t t the interest of en~in eri ~ students in cult~'l 

subjects is not rre t ~t the outset of t .. eir studies, but ~'':'.s trel", t:.. 'lS tue. cone 

to perceive .ore cle'rly the r l'tio.ls of suc studies to tec .. nolo 'Y, "n ust1'Y nd ,ro-

fessionrl lif('. It is poc~ible that ':'n 'r. e;fort to r£'ch t.e 6ubst~ .. c, e hrve 

ccu~t only tte ~ cdow. The cc_ ers o~ ~ ~ents enteri ot..1' i culty una. r ':~fercnt 

t .. e ~ TT s~ ute. hn~ "lot iJ~en in 

ff t lon n ' bl to jud~e .'u:"" o'f l't q e fect , t.vre ~pe 1's to be e ec "g e ou"' .. ,,0 e.. c u _ - - J - J:' 

reE-son -I-c 'rliove" t Le ")0 ...,ib!e "in due to c.l"ural .... tt..dies. s been 0 fset to some 
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exte~t b~ !esu n ti&. ctory prc~ rrti0~ iL t e vit 1 ~ bject of t' e ... ' tics. 

The 101e <:le", ':'on of m tric 1 tion rec' ':'rer.r~ts is under review bj the 

l.!etricul tio!!:.3o rd, ''ld their _eco.Lend' tions u .... t be ...,tudied c"re1ull' in the ~ight 

of eX:1erience uf 0' r c:,.r"lged ~e uirClents of E.:ntr >lce. Tt" '"' ~'e~ t '0 h s been i .£.de in 

infoITIl:1 i~c [:s:'on, 'nd is 'eferred to :'n tr.e ""'eport on the J.Jep'rtr.ent of. in':'ng, thc.t 

so~e of the cr ..• pinr; in1luences which u')e' .... in our t.:.ird jerr courses nicht be relieved 

if the present so-c lled "pre-?e, 1''' CO:.ll'ses "'ere co~t_'olled by tt.l':'s }r culty. It is 

prob~bly true tnat, Liven propc"'" te chin~ personnel, ~ course could be devised e~ter 

l dl 'l')ted to tr.e needs ,..,f -:;ne en 'ineeri~ stt;.dent ttr n thE.: present ./ir6 _ Ye !' in .hrts. 

Suc .. ' course, "hile distinctly cultuF<l in sone of its "'spectn, night well cont in work 

in engi'lcerin~ dr 'ine, -tic.l "'ould relieve sortie of t .... e nres~ure in the o.l.k of the lE ter 

ye·rs . It ia 'eco~ ized, howe1 el', tn t tce sc ... ools could not r ive 'n e tiv lent tr ilil-

ing, such < s they c' n now provide r s t:le ecui vc. lent of l.'irst Ye' !' _ rts, nd the c .. nge 

TIould virturlly ~ount to the doption of a five - year collet' course . ~le ~e~er'l 

reight of opinion is not yet fr..vourr ble to such r C.l' n.r • ':L'he :'rculty Ilust, horever, 

continue to study '11 f· ctors ,""::'1 ch r ffect t:J.e nr linin ry tr ining of our n tudents, [s 

this deter.mines lrrr,ely the extent to bich ~mo,led;e, juagment nd c~rracter er. be 

developed ';y the profession91 tr[inine ft'l'orded in n en i'leerinn' school . 



~he Subject of Matriculation in the 
Survey Report 0 tne Gr~ u a te ~~culty. 

"}TO system can rise higher than the men who 
operate it", and a student "Cannot be 
educated more hi ghly tha n his cap acity 
and previous training permit. 

Educ a tion does not consist of separate links, but of a whole 

chain, or rather of a s t ring of pearls of different sizes and values. 

The Gr a du ate Faculty can only do its utmost with the best material 

available - the output of the undergraduate faculties. These in 

turn are de ~endent on the High Schools, which derive their students 

from Elementary Schools. The Graduate Faculty is interested in, 

and dependent upon, all the other Faculties and Schools. 

From the point of view of developing to the utmost the best 

intellectual talent in the Dominion, it must be admitted that the 

standard of the Schools is, at the end of a schoolboy's career, 

a clear two years behindhand, as compared with Western Europe, 

in such important p rimary subjects as liathematics and Classics; 

nor is it possible at a later stage to make good these deficiencies. 

The idea that a Gradu te School can make good shortcomings in lower 

schools must be strenuously resisted. 

Since, t~en, all the links in the Chain of Education must be 

well forged, it is important that McGill, when critical, should not 

be open to criticism. There must needs be relatively strong and 

weak departments in svery university. There is no need, howev e r, 

for obvious shortcomings which greatly discourage the wnthusiasm 

of good students. This matter concerns the welfare of the 

Graduate Faculty, but it is understood that it will be considered 

by other committees more directly concerned. It would be a mistake 

to overlOOk the matter, and a worse mistake sa. 
to emphasize 



Uc~ill would be well advised to give special 

trqining to young men and WOMen who are destined to teach scientific 

subjects in the High Schools. n" ... ~es e teachers must both know their 

subjects and be 2.01e to teach then. ~ny assistance given by ..JcGill 

to the High Schools uould be repaid a thousandfold in a harvest of 

young matriculants with enthusiasm and sound foundationsl tr~ining. 

It is intor8sting to note that there is a gen9ral 

de:; i re on. the p2. rt 0 f tIlos e \'7ho are donduc t ing gradua te work to 

raise "in some "ay the scientific standard of the students who 

e nt er ~.IcGill". The immodlia te solution seems to be: 

(1) A twelfth grade in the lligh ~chools 

(2) Honour matriculation and four years at ~cGill in the 
cience Branch in the Faculty of Arts and Science 

(3) A most careful plannin~ of that four years' course, 
which cannot be done in a day: it must be evolved! 

Report from Dr.I.1eakins representing the Departments 
of Pharmacology, Biochemistry, Anatomy and Bacteriology Survey Group: 

"They were all unanimous in the necessity of improving 

or raising in some way the scientific standard of the students who 

enter ~cGi11. This, however, is a subject ~hich the central Com-

mittee has already had. under serious consideration, out I thought 

it of value to inform you that this was independently reiterated by 

the Head of practically every Experimental Department in the l~edical 

Facul ty. 



the magni tude of the trouble when so much 80und and admirable wor-k 

pervades so large a fraction of the community. 

Returning, however, to the standard of the Schools governed 

by the Junior ~atriculation examinatioh, it may be admitted th~t this 

is a high enough standard for the normal or subnormal individual, 

yet it has been strenuously contended for the last thirty years that 

this standard is too low for the abler students, who, therefore, come 

to the University too young (sometimes at 16) or continue at school 

ma rking time andwearied with repetition. 

Either the High Schools must move forward, or McGill, like 

other univ 0rsities, requires a school under university control. 

There is so much wasted effort under present conditions. 

There is a movement on foot, worthy of support, to a.stablish 

a twelfth grade in the High Schools. Successful candidates of this 

grade might enter the Faculty of Engineering without a year in 

Arts. Those who entered Arts might proceed at once to an Honours 

Course, taking four years of undergraduate training. 

r:'he S:mrOR :.:A~RICULATIOl1 'nGH~ \7ELL BE ABOLISHED, AND THERE 

WOULD B:!:} TWO ,AND Olny T",:O, \ii~ys OF ENT::3.L:rG UcGILL - (1) ORDIUARY; 

(2) HO_TO URS r~TRICUL ~'l. TIO:T. 

At pr-esent the Graduate Faculty at HcGill is dra\iing students 

from all parts of the Dominion, from the U.S. and elseYlhere. Many 

Yc G ill men af ter a yea r or tY10 in the gGradua te Facul ty go to Europe 

or the U.S. to c omple te th l~ ir training. Free trade in students is 

of the utmost advantage, both to the universities add to students 

alike. Students have great vlisdom in discovering the real leaders 

in modern thought and progress, and they attach themselves promptly 

to the best men. 



Extract from Report of Dr. \lalter:-

"While the individual manbers are well qualified to do 

graduate work, The apartment as a whole is handicapped in a variety 

of ways. German, although of obvious utility and, in ma.ny cases, 

necessity to university students, is not taught in our High 

Schools, and is moreover ex~lude d from the list of subjects pre­

scribed by the Education Council for the Teachers' Certificates. 

As long as such ve ry unw ise regula tions are in force we canno t 

expect a supply of Honour undergraduates, let alone Graduate 

s tuden ts, from our 07n ? rov ince. • •••• In the few cases in 

which students from outside applied for admissdon to the Graduate 

School their application had to be turned down." 



Tne :Io.lour stude. ts hom t1.e ~cy rtr ent r i"'ht sec~re for r,rfdu te study 

re not :ikel. to be of tne rurlity re ui~ite for genuinelyadv'nced .ork. Two 

te.lde.ncies seem notic('ble i 5 t..de .t . ne is the 

i::,erfect cultiv~tiin 01' "tihe dude:1t 1..1 Le v l·iou .... br .c~es 0:' li~ er 1 !:llcwledge, 

the other i ...... is de-voting ui .self r thrr exc~uci',ely tc ' s'ngl€: d 'le rtw~nt, due, 

of ~ourne, t deprrt: ental policies nich re u;~e t~e ~ropri tion of ell tae 

student's courses . ... 'hese 're only t~ ~d "''1cie8, ::.d they::.. Y :.'ve . een L.)er1ectl-

observed . but one tnine see _~ clo' l' t ,t t .• e ono' 1 , i::. (. dep' rt:. ~-: re lot 

reqlly .0nO..lrs in .'1' li ty. ;,'0 h:= ... e t "en :'.on..Jurs e' .... s ... or t' c • OE.t n~:t th' t the 

stu 'ent L s .... ir'lly co::.ce .. tr'ted 1;.po::. o.le .ield - it dues .10t ci~::.if':r tl.' -: the .... tudent 

n«s felt '''1y lespondbility .or rcl'tia" tue k.D'::"ed c 'C "-"'r>d in t.':'s COlrses to 

e~ ch 0 her ~d to t .• e 1 lo2.e ..lbject . This 'e5)onsibility ~~ 1 lot be felt, or 

ection upon it c'..sue , u ·t:'l the.'e is reauired :01.' -10 )Urs de~r es cor l')r 

eXnrlin"tion to test the r. lOle of the lr st two ye"rs' ~ cco .111.. .• .r;.ent in t' ,.. ·ect. 

ing 

on to t::'e • ',-,ter ' s degree 'nel "e~ll')nQ, ei1,h r ,t. cGill or rt f' y other l'irst-cl'-ss 

u:'li ver c ~ ty. 11 t~is '0. ect:on it is im,ort~nt to =eeorn:'se the v'~ue of co~uctitive 

Fel16~ ips end ':>c_101' rs .ips . 1)- ese et rE; in 'ue .... ts "tiO p_or .ibi nr, stucents to 

t .inl. of c'-reel' Of' '0:V'.':.CC c-tudy, .d the~ rise ',., t .. e atmi tion . 

not liI'1i ted to ucGHl or e.ven t:J .' tion ls thv:,. I..)uld '-' lrt'ly 'I')~ovide ~. r.'lcleus of 

first - r'te st'ldents or "the Gr'du te. cul ty. 

Hi --:h School Tc" c:linp; . Ite 0" jori ty of stt..de.lts tf !dn~ £ dv .lced bot' ny in r.:..OGt 

u::.iversities do so vritl. ' v:'ew to ['ciE.. •• cc te cl.L in schoo19~ Cut of t'~is body 

of students (. few t e honour£. and s)e0i'lize for' c'derlic 'o .... ts . tJ to noVl t!.is 

l' nduc"'" ent 1: c'" b l' - t '~l ~Tnl' ve""'s· t~, ..I.' nc ::'0 bot"'.:y is tr u""~, t in the v.: .<. '" en' Cl:ln<" ~ •. Cv-1.... v ~ - .J 

Llp)l sc .ools of tnn Pruvinc0 of 'ebec. It s er ..... po:: ible th't t!.is wi-:"l be 



rectified in e ne r ....... t'll'€: ith "dv ut e to the "e rtl.ent. 

The Re uira~ent8 of tte De~' rtIT£nt of P~ysics. 

·-s s lread .een '1uiY"ted out, the. c on Id P _ysi cs L or tory ~s 

de si ned for ~ bo .... t 250 ~tt. de ts . .• i tl:. t e 1 rr- i..c."€,..' SE) in number 0:' tudents ~ nd 

conse uent incre se i~ ut ff, toget.cr ·~tt th ae ~lop .e4t of pr~ , te sc ... ool, 

the bui: n is 'rertl, overcro ded . 

T.B. J.. 'ood 1", ny o. LesE) 'v.r:, (.ll.!""ent· ry ~t .... ents c .. ou1d hrve 1 rd L1._ ork ~t 
scnool . :nd ec. it _ s one Jt 10_ *0 in uebec sc.ools . li.· t . v. 

Prem~triculation tr inin~ . 

Ti~is de. rtmer.t believes t rt the st d~rd of pr(,~_ tric :, tion tr inir:.g 

in the Province of ~uebec s far's physics is concerned c_ould be r'ised to include 

e1(.;:.cnt'ry c:!..ectricity, r.'~~41etisr.: nd light . .~re e tens~ve mutne .. tics1 tr-ining 

is . Iso desir~d ir. the case of -11 students intending to sneci~lize in 3c'cnce Lt 

the Ulliversity . ~ore dri:'l in • rith.!:.etic ~nd ~l c r~ ...,r.ould ce given in the schools. 

1 emory methods 're too "Jrcv' lent • 

• tri cu1£. tion St ndard. 

This dep'rt.'cnt considers t rt ~.n hono rs mrtricul r i')n should be 

i .... ti tuted - d t:..' t in time it s::lould re"C'l ce the senior m' tri cu1 tion fo:, ~11 students 

intending to t ke ~onouru . ... e honour Pt i cu.1 n ts :m1d t he 0'.' 11 ~e rs . 

8c .. 0015 re in nosi tion to meet G furt'1er dc: 'l •• d of t is kind. .. +tent':'o 

to the foct th t time cpn be ined in the 10 er school l' theT' t:. n in the high school. 

Honours in First ""e~r . 

In physics it :8 e senti'l tl.' t dv .:.ced chsses ir. m them tics -nd 

physics s\ou1d be ttended by -'1 students int ndi..1C to t- .e the honour course . 

Exemption of the studer.t from O.l.le subject in order th't nor fi't em tics ffi'Y be done 

by prospective ")hysics hono'lr st'.dc.1ts is recor ended. 



.I. :"'0:' t'. •. e rt of' t. 

It is ref,,rettfb1e t!l t in the scuoo1..", p' ... t':'cu:~r1~ thro'l hout vuebec, 

COI'1p re tivel~r fe oys obt,.:.1 e ueceSE" ry )re')' I' tiu _'or co::'lege work. ~choo1 

conso1id~tion ond the present ir.dic' ion of g.e' ter i~terest in educ~tion give some 

:.J.ope fC'r D:.lp:'ove ent, but it is believed th't if nlL.ber of sc 01' rs .. lps ould be 

rrr~n""ed, ot o:'1.ly 'i'oula. t~eJ prove r stim'llus but '150 'n i.1r:.tI'um.ent.;~.e ns of 

r.hich sone of the brichtest boys 'vai1nble ~oulo. be cttr cted to c on'ld College. 

There is ~ooo. r' li. teri 1 in t .• e cou'"l.try iC:e; it needs 0. v8lopinC, nd the best 

of it should be selectec .0 ... the k' .d of ~ork ~cG.,:m"ld is in ,. posi tion to do. 

The objective for. co.on ld Co::'18£;e llU"t be the hirhest st nd"rd (tt' in-

< ble. The stGnd"" I'd stt ir. ble uill d(;:pend 'lpon the ,...u li ty of stude .tB, their pre-

pc.r9.tion for e.ltrrnce, the curric!...lun, t~e te2c' ing, cnd the L'lf::'uences of col1e.<'"e 

life. Under the ')resent University systen, the ~t, dint of the rre t ~ jority 

of students is deterMined very 1 rhel" if not e~tirely, by ex ~n'tions. 7nat 

exrr:tin~tions lone do not constitute' true me'suremEJr.t of Either student tt'in-

ment or student TIorth becones incre'singly c1e'r. ~ high 3t· .d' I'd in ...... kL.g 

will ~ dO. to the v<...lue of the decree, b' tit ill no t .• eces"" rHy i..di C' te, nuch less 

insure, c' 3.ci ty for sen ice in ny cuosen field. In otter' vI'Cis, ex 1..' tions 

TIWY ever::'" student t s l:no led e ' nd his bi1i ty to eX' ress it, but tl:.ey Bre not a 

complete criterion of :h't ay be c· lled his gener 1 fitness to e~ter the pro-

fession to w:.ich the Univers~ ty Certific~te edmi ts him. I!'I. many tr""r.ches of 

~gricultur'l service, ~r du tion in agr.:.cu::..ture is s~ecified ~s • re'uirement, the 

possession of r decree beinr, cg'l'ded &S sooe guer(.nt~e of the c .. did'tes urlifi-

cations for tte ~ositicn. It ould seeu, therefo.'e, th' t, since exarn.inrtions re 

only a 1y!'ti 1 me~ c"l'e~lent of qUflif'ic t:ons, serious cC).1siderr tion s.lo',,:o. be gben 

to Vl'.Ys nd r.J.eRns of C' Dplr.r enti'lS t:1eo in dete_Tlin ng the eligibility of r student 

for "1'0 lotion, nd ultir_ tel~ for £ degree, if the ost s' tisf ctory st, nd rd is to 

be mrint ined. 



lhe L'tricul tion re.uirements h ye J co e tlore 'nd Lore 

exrctine TIith the ye rs. u~ to the ye r 1918, t ese ere 

the entrcllce re'...:.irc e:lts for tne fir.Jt ,e'r of t:le F~C;llty of .rts, but .. lot e iva1ent 

to entr nce into the secoad yerr. :::'0110 'L.."" upon r: tricul' to; on, ' 1'i ye :·c' rs' Led':'c'1 

course '\'1~s dffi~nded, but the first of ~.ese .e'~s de':t in rer1ity ith pra~edic 1 

studies. 

In 1919 the medic 1 course '\'1< S i lcre< sea to six ye'::s, 'nd t .• e -;)1'e­

r ... edic r 1 re uirenents so e,fil.' t sti fened. 

In 1922 ~re~edicnl ork of ~ speci'l Idnd s dem' nded fo.' one ~'e' r in 

the colle~e of 'rts, the r!edic 1 course ren ininc ,t six:c c>, v:it~l the 1irst :e r 

devoted to edy~~ced pre-nedic 1 ork. 

In 1924 conditions .ere c~'nred to t. p st tus i~ which, vO t:l intents nd 

purposes, t ~y ex:st ,t ")resent. I"I.ininll:lo. t 0 ye'rs ' ,re-_odic :.. '17 rl:: in' cult 

of .rts (inc1'ldil'" . 10 ledre of PhysiCS, C .... e istry and 3iolo£y) or its e~uiv£.lent, 

w"s der:' nded, oPollo'l'?'ed b-' fi ve ~yc rr of purel- . edicrl cOurse. litho '[;h t .. is rule 

still obtrins the cotlpeti tion ouonc the number of Cl. plic' .ts seeld_l'" dr .. is ion is so 

r;re't th't the st· J.d rds :... ve in sense been still f rt' ~r r'isea, rnd few students 

(Ire now received into the l,.edic 1 .... chool i thout a 3~ calor or rts or b: chclor of 

Science defl'ee. 

col:ep,e of rrts . 

Of the re:r: inder, le ...l ve u less th n three c rs of study in c 

~!is policy s dooted in order to ~onforru not only to the needs 

0': med.:.c· ... 1 educe t on, ,-ut r Iso to t!.e • eC'uirements 01' SOl e provinci 1 nd s v' te bo rds . 

The .. cGill •. edic 1 ... ·r C'U. ty is not in ny se'1se . provlnci< 1 school. Its 

scone rnd fu~ctions 're ch8racter is obvious ~rom 

the very l~ ree proportion of students \ 0 co. e to it h lls .. :ro ... outsi "e of the country, 

;:nore eS'1ec.i lly ;rom t1.e 't:nited .... t·tes . 

It is ort:y of note t ... ~t ",i t:. tl:e i ere' sing :nUl.ber 0 r edi c 1 sc' ools 

in the vcrious )ro'l;~nces of v ru: d', ~nd "n ir e'l; r rc' ",er efficiency, tne st dE.nts 



· resicent i ~ t:. e ot:'er '1ro', ':'ncE.,s uill ne. t • lly se:i..ect th ir O''D. prov: ci 1 ,eC1ic~ 1 

schools ;or the pr(.:i..':'~ r ry edt er tion, e~ )eci lly in v':'eTJ of tt.e ' essened cost r!ld 

rre"ter cO!lvE:.!lience of ren:.. inin'" e>t hor e. .. nd do tne st'-'.G.cnt clie.~tele ~t :.cCrill is 

chfn"'in~ ye'r by ye r. The nu: beT's O.L ~ t ( ents 1...'0. ot~vr v n' o.i n p.'O'l; inces ' re 

rel t i vely imini. Led in onpr ri son i th tho..,e _ l'0~ rue e c ne. t:.e 1:D.i ted ut tes. 

:::ndeed, Le inc""'e sir, nunber of' r: nl':"c tion..., t ro~. the t~.i. t~d ::>t[.. tes 

h s very 1" rt"l'('ly . c1ded to the pro~ortiun of foreiGn u t'J.dvnts in 01 r .,;Jct 001, fwen thouGh 

prefere"lc(' is r In : s ~i en .... 0 the. irl:t :~i~d ,f v -' Ji"n. 

It is of c pi < 1 i ,.ort nee to ~eco~ ~ize tr.c .. ' ct th tit vi:l c ct. yer 
I' 

becol,e incre<sin ly dL'Nc'lt for .cGill to fill its I' nI.s it! C'~ c..i' ..... ude~ts, 

unless ".;he e ut'tiO.l of the Sc .001 c n 01fset t le ~re' t ddition 1 ex ,e:lcoe inc'4 red 

by students lot only in comi~ VEry le.,' 1st ~ces, b~t tn livi~ i~ ~ ler~v city :ike 

l'.ontrer 1 ..-,he 'e the fir.l.Encia: c.. ~ '. ds re ""re ter ~ ." .. else\ ~.c. e in C m da. 

11. s r:se tne future uf lcGi::'l as a pO\'.er in C' n( dil n !!lec i ci e is to 

sone de I' e t .. rel tened, for, if . (.1 t ~ vel~' few C l&.die.Ll r" u' te., o. LcGi:l pen e' te 

.l!ro. tl e medical 

politicc;' st r.dpoint, too, feY."er ousts fl' J be vtilable for I1cGilll"len in other 

Cf'll"ci'n universities • 

.L n,edic 1 f~c'lty is'n i:.l.ctituti n of vr ::1in Por oth'" ner'l 

pI" ct: tio .ers .. ld s"'leci' l':"~ tl. I"'s .:unctions r~, ue believe, :ourfold;-

Firat, to f d:. it only such st .:dents s' "'e "u" lified to 'lndertt ke the 

study of I edicine. The l.et'\. od o~ se::"ection ( .... e:' rre to elee"here) £..cco' ,1ie .. es t:.is 

to cert' in extc t, but e n'tur lly "sk 0_ ~ cl vt.s - "Do ~e ttr c" enour,h of the 

rip::ht ki:ld, ld do cbI':.r; tu ol'I' Jc ')01 ("8 ill ny C n i n.., s -e hove ~e~ so .. to 

expect?" 

Our m:: tv:-i.<l facilities re VI 11 rcco !lized ~ in 1 J0.'::.tOI'ies, in 

eC' 1i 'Or e • t - in clinic 1 'dv n.tages. Thf t TIC hove, r ,Jreover, number of Qutst'nding 



3 . 

tec.c~ers 0.0"'l- ')ur pe co nel i... cLHted,' d ~e:l or nized strff . Tne f' et 

rer..' :ns, ~ev~rt~ele , uh' t in the 1 st c de our )~es~i e .d '·po t nce . V6 uot been 

su:'''icicnt to ttr'ct v~ .. rdi ns to fi~l our cl'sses; ;.Ld it ~ .• oul no .. be •. int ined 

tL t expense 'lone deters stu1("'lts, t.o~ ~ in L'ny i.st nces it is ' f ctor . If , 

ouever, t le" ' 'e espirin~ , o"i tious 'nd detercih6d , ... oney i 1 o!:'ten be found b'T the 

p"'"rer:.ts , pr vided the opportunities "'ld f ttr' ctiorls et •. cGill ':.1'6 suf1iciCrltly gre' t , 

~nd our l!' cul ty be'rs the .1 llr:- r of supre;:'1e exee:lence. 



2. 

All .'1o,'':'nati''ns for t"is I')f.ice shf'!ll be .... ent in ,vrit"l. to t e ecretary of the 

ProtestE'nt CommittE::e ' 1 forrlardeJ. ")y him to the merrbers of the rrctestrmt COmMittee 

a reasonable tine prior to ~~e lrte fixed for the election. 

Tn re shall 81so be a ~oint board for seheol le vi. ~li r.stricl:~tion 

exa~inrtions and the ~embersnip ef t~:s bo~rd shal: be [IS follo ;s:-

a. The Director of Protestant ~ltCLtion fcr the Province 

b. ':'he Professor of Bd.~cation, :!cGill Jniversity 

c. The Profe..,sor of E d".lc at ion, Bisl0P'S University 

d. ':Ihe ~ean of the School for Teachers, :'acdonald Collece 

and five other members to be chosen at lrrce by the Protestant Co~ ittae. 

The five ~embers to be chosen at larre snaIl be selectei fro r(c~rnized 

a l.thorit ies or teachers of t le fol1o\;~ ne :3.1bject s res ecti vely:-

1. GrGek and Latin 

2. lloderns 

3. 'tLeratics 8nd Physics 

4. Chel.~istry 

5. Biology 

a."1d the ex officio members abov( r.le.ltio.lel sru:.l: be r s 0 ~s ib:e for the 'lJ.t ies of 

the board in rel~tion to a~l other subjects. 

I t shall be the llty of this board to revise cDrefully tne comrcsition 

of all exari Et ion "')arers set by the eXRMiners, and the eX[lminers C!ld .e!'!lbers of tlte 

bcard snould be gu.ided as near as can be by t e followin~ r ... les:-

a . The board sho lId not subst!: ltially cn:: nt'C the composition of !l ry 

ex' .~i la: ion paT'ler "itho.J.t co .1"'~Ll£, the examiner . 
Cl,.. 

b. All members of ........ "niversity staff on the 'Panel of exe iners have 

tie privileGe of consJ.lting t ,eir University de~art~ents on t le co~osition of 

the examination paners they prepare . 

c . The examiners Sh01l1 VI crever ~ossible consl1t 8 Me ber or ~errbers of 



tne ~oard on the co~osition of an ex~ ilation ~a er ef r sub :ttil it to the 

board for final a rroval. 

d. ,ll].en all exa~ination paners c- re ret r led t'l-te bO!'lrd should et ~~d 

final.y decile o~ cll r~~ers s b itted for its revision. 

It is i ossible ,t recent to fix any exact mini ~ e~; tion re~l re-

~nt for ad ss:on into t e ~oint Fac~lty of Arts, Scie~ce rnd Co~~erce in tr:s 

University. ~bOlt four u.dre ctniid~tes 're selected each ye~r i'om five 

hmdred to six . mdred creditable a y,licants. It is not, too, ! t}-li"11c, :n the 

interests of t 11e COm!!: nity the.t any exact minir:mn st..- .. lari sflould be fixed for 

a~~is~ion to the Jniversity. There is entirel~{ t 00 ~ch air.::il1€ at miniMUm 

standards in Olr uresent system of edlcation in this Province and elsed ere, and 

the percen age of st aents who enter the University .ith ~ bare nass nark in all 

slbjects is far too lar-e. "uch better, therefore, th t the schools should be 

left in sor .. e uncertainty as to rmether the lame cand':'cia.tes E re to be rjr itted to 

t'1e University or not . / 

le h~ve always, owever, in this ;niversity trerte1 t~e sc~ool leavi ~ 

cert ificate of t 1.9 Province of ,:.l.ebec Vii th the ut. ost f"'irness a"YJ.d co U'tesy, >1.1 t'l-tat 

for t~e obvious reason that in the past the stldents w~ co~e froM tris co~nity 

make a hif.'iler aver C"e sta dil:1€' in t:r~eir exa!T.:~rtions after ent rine the ?Iniversity 

t lan tnose COI'lill[" f 'om else nere . ie cannot ~ fford, o,:ever, to be too severe on 

stlients enterine b certificates from ot'l-ter provinces ~nd other British co~. lnities 

and that for the wholesoc:-e reaSO.l tk't thore iu cle"rly rc~m in Canada frr at 

least one University of t e nremier class vLere st~ ents from all the provinces nd 

elsewl1ere are enco raged to meet alid mLl£le in their University associations . The 

danf;er tnat the Irovilces of Canada r:ny becor.le divided ;nto rif,id edlc"tional 'atcr-

tight compartmclts is very real . 

To adopt tl.e second c.lterna+ive, nB.r.sly, corylete sern.r~tic 1, mJ.li tlrely 

amount to a iserable con£essio .• of failure to '"ere on ~tters of corrmon i lterest 



and of "'ublic in+ere::3t, ~11. the bUc, ! an cowLlce, 1'"':1::'::1. rro tly::; Y SO; to 

promcte l':sa.ereement for t", tend VlO l:d be disnO.lO lrab1e . .~ilr1ero 1S f rt .er 

diffie 'ties,r'oreover, 'lot~d undoubtf'dly re::31lt f~or a'o tinE t.1is alt rn.tive, for 

a . To eO'Tpel ... t ,d"'nts adrritted to t~.e ;"1iver it;! 0 \'ri+e +\.0 s· rate 

G ts of ex£r. 'n t'ons on the SID e stb;ect" \0111 be abslrd ald an obvio's cc se for 

public rrievcnee . 

b . If the riCfl se 0015 V'C e r c[l.~rcd to se re te _tl cnts rriLn t'le 

Scno")l ~9' vi 1[; exa i ~ t~0.1S into 01.9 Cu.ss ~nd ~t lents i .teldi te . rrite the 

~ atric 1at~on e pa~i 1 ti().1S nto ilother cl& -, th rfo ,0 Ild be every -e r e cO.1si r-

able number of ( 1ccessf 11 et tdents lritin t.e 3Cl1001 eavin eXE'linationz·.o 

would be ere 1.:.tob1e N ndidstes for cl ~ ~E'ion to t.e '. iver",ity, "'nd cc rlerse1:r tr 0r{ 

"o .. ll und01bte 1y be some ... t le ts f il in the :...atricu1 tiOl ex:::.':'l. tion' ° "'H1d 

t •• ~forE.J b d'sq ~.'ified for' uchoel .... e£.vi:r:lG certificate . 

c . If tn.is 'lterl1£.tive ere alo ted t ~nivers'ty .~ Id Je co cl::'cd te 

.. elect all t 11ents a T""ittel to 'ri+e the: atric 1 ..... ·0 1 e~ -~ .ations . 

d . Jtu.tients h"ldLlg credit~ble Selloo::' LeA.vin c rti!'icates ... r"l'"1 this 

.t-rovince ~olli be pr jla.iee~ '1 t1 .. eir a r1·eat':'on ...... ·or 'ss' 1 to ot er Tniver-
• 

s':'''ies 01 t Le ro md t Lt th( ~e c 1 eavine certifi~ate ef .ebee s .. ot reco -

nized for r rroses ,..,f ailnLsil".L1 i +0 :.eGill ,niversity . 

Fi tally, i a:1 r tters 'ffecti l( t I') 'r 'nt c ies ,,' ere diffArenees 

rrise frr a1rini...:tr ... tive or cler ' c£.l ca SE' , t ~ze iffer .lCf'S C 10 11 ue comrosed 

in a frieYl 1;y- ,.ay "oy tle rethoi of 00ryro. ise anri fver< es . ~he to1e ~ rste .... of 

adr!liIlistr<. tin~ ed '~til'\.le1 or lOSE tion., i lel "1.1 eveIl thl') ""''1r:Ci~C'" of e"~~inntion 

:papers , l..s b ed mOil t.. !'!let od ef avera( es . S. rl1 tters ()f al~in~strr '.., or 

cler1..n 1 1e~ 115 in slch Cf :)1 ... + to ~ _.n·c"ent reason for cOI!":1:ete 

J.La.greeMent • 

.. ;ovenber ... 1 , 19:31 . 
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There ere 39mc ost'l~tes u" ich ru~~ b '~t n. i d in ro 1_ s o~ 

t" is .::i nd : -

:. ~~ere re only t· 10 0 sible 0"1 tiO.lS to rc' :ems of th;..... rL.d, ... 

frie.dly, effective 'oint-action 0r co ~ete se r~t:o~. 

2. If t IQ comora-te odies can..11.ot L, .. r'e to !'rie.-d.::'y effe'}t 've ·o·.lt-'"ctiol 

in ,J8.tters of co 1!n(.' •• interest, t e cc ses of di.sc l'd Lre ,..-O~ 1 and .10t ccr r~t • 

ere joint-:.ct iOll is t e rule, t .. er is.lO r"c !I"r eit er rty to 

clai~ the ri .t of final d' lic[tion or ec:sion on .ny matter of c~ [1 co Eon 

interest. 

4. Corporate bodies and t. ir secretaries m st keer .. £ir 0 r:i co Isel. 

5. Illiere candidates are electea by any electoral Method the re llts of 

an election ar~ final and there is 10 r00m for fallt finlilg or meidli ther€)after. 

Any ~istake in an election, if mista~;:e t lere be, cc. 1 only e remedied by f s .bse ent 

e:ection. 

The proble in tnis case is to e:ect a ane: of e~niners for all 

Sl.bjectL CCT. 01 ~o sClo01 ::'eav'l all'Tnivers;ty retricl.latio.l. I S.l es.t t e 

a. ~ll e:ections +0 tne of. ice of exam'ner shall be de y t le ... 'ctest t 

CC''""!:1ittee of the Derartment of Ib::'ic Instrlctiol for tIe ~rovince. 

b • • ;c L""tio.1S for tnis of ..... ce . y b !:18.de to the Jrotestr:1t ~o""" 'ttee by 

(1) the Hi SC! 001 Leavinc and Iatric llation ..Joard, 1"" rei!l[l.r'ter . .€ Itioned, (2) .. "cGill 

University, (3) Bishop's Jniversity end (a) by any Me b r of t e ~rotestrnt Cc~ittee. 
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A . E . PRqVOST W D . T ATK I NSON . M . "' . 

CHAIRMAN OF BOARD 
PRINC I PAL 

CECIL BETHUNE 
SEC . -TR~S . OF BOARD 

PHONE CA.RLING 866 PRINCIPAL' S OFFICE, 

GLEBE COLL E G IA. T E I N STI T UTE 

OTT A W A. CANADA 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Fresident, 
McGi11 University, 
~ontre 1, Que. 

Dear Sir:-

J arch 3, 1933. 

You asked me to remind you of a point I 
brought up during our conversation last lednesday. 

Under your existing regulation, as expressed 
in a letter from the egistrar to Mr. Stuart, Prin­
cipal of Lisgar Collegi~te Institute, you will not 
accept a ~atricul~tion certificate from a student 
if he hus secured his standing on the recommendation 
of his rincipal. As you knoVl, such students must 
receive at least 66 % in the subjects in vhich they are 
recommended. Naturally, then, under this system, a 
student who has been recorranended in, say, seven or 
eight subjects of 'atriculation is a better man than 
the student who has reached that standard in none. 

From our experience here last year, I would 
res ectfully suggest that you are in danger of 
driving the cream of our students to other univer­
sities if this regulation is continued in force. 
It seems to I!!e that a student would have to have 
a strong YcGi11 bias in his own mind (or in the 
mind of someone in his immediate connection) before 
he .ould be Tilling to write an examination on 
which he felt that he had already taken at least Se­
cond Class Honours. 

Our experience here is that when teachers have 
the power of recommendation in this way, they are 
liable to err rather on the side of severity than 
on the side of leniency. I have official figures 
from the Department of Education for the past t~o 
or three years comparing our teachers' recommendations 
with 'their actual results, and it is in isolated cases 
only that they are high. I should be glad to show 
these figures to you or your representative at any 
time. 



A. E , p'ROVOST 
<tHAIRMAN OF BOARD 

CECtL BETHUNE 
SEC. · TREAS . OF BOARD 

\ 

PHONE CARLlNG 666 PRINCIPAL ·S OFFICE. 

GLEBE CO L LE G IA T E I N ST ITUTE 

OTT A W A. CANADA 

Page 2 

Sir Arthur Currie (Cont'd) 

I trust that you will receive this sug­
gestion in the spirit in which it is given. I 
fully re~lize that the University should be the 
one and final c..rbiter of the standards of admis­
sion to its classes, and I should want to be the 
last to advocate any lowering of those standards. 
I firmly believe, however, that the facts are as 
I have stated above. 

~r. lilson tells me that you are favourably 
disposed towards visiting this school in the near 
future. In such case, we shall indeed be honoured, 
And I trust that the occasion will not be long de­
layed. 

Yours very truly, 

W , D . T . A TKI NSo N , M A . 

P RIN CIPAL 
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A. E . PROVOST W D T ATKINSON , M.A . 
.. " CHAIRMAN OF BOARD PRINCIPAL. 

eECI&': BET~UNE 
SEC.- REAS OF BOARD 

PHONE CARL.ING 866 PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE. 
GLEBE COLLEG I ATE INSTITUTE 

OTTAWA. CANADA 

Sir rthur Currie, 
President and Vice-Chancellor, 
l~Gill University, 
. ontreal, P. Q,. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

• ~arch 8, 1933. 

I have to thank you for your letter of March 
6th. This morning I received a communication from 
the Registrar , stating that your fatriculation Board 
has agreed to accept certificates secured by recom­
mendation from our liddle School students. I wish 
to express my appreciation of the interest you have 
manifested in this matter and for your prompt action. 
I feel sure that, so far as this school is concerned, 
you will have no cause to regret your decision. 

l!ight I repeat that e are looking forward to 
your visit to this school? te shall be glad to have 
you at any time that suits your cQnvenience. e have 
an assembly each morning of over 1200 students (the 
remainder of our 1480 cannot be acco~~odated in the 
hall) and I hope that you will be as interested in 
seeing our morning exercises as we shall be honoured 
in having you with us. 

Yours very truly, 

Principal . 
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JAMES SULLIVAN 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ALBANY 

CHARLES B o HEISLER 

ASSISTANT IN HIGHER EDUCATION 

FOR HIGHER AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

teb. 13, 1929. 

Principal lilliam A. Cur'ie, 
dcGil1 University, 

l:ontreal, Quebec, Canada. 

Dear Principal Jurrie: 

Ior some time this Department has been convL~ced 
tha our recognition of Janadian uni 'ersities and 
colleges tas needed revision. ie have rea~hed this 
conclusion because of the diflerence in "tne admission 
requirement-so As long as vre require our mm uni versi ties 
and c~leges to establish and maintain a certain admission 
requirement, it is incon.3is<:ent to ex"':.end the same 
recognition 19 Ganadian universities and colleges that do 
not e..dmi t students upon the same basis. ,hether your 
requirement or ours is the better, pedagogically speaking, 
is an academic question. The ~a~t remains that there is 
a real difference. 

In the state of New York admission to a college course 

r ____ ~ .. ~a_~~~~ __ ~o!.~stu~dy~~i~s~b~a~sle~d~uiP~o~n~t~b~.ele~cLo~m~p~letion of four years of 
eight years of elementary 

schooling, generally speaking, that is- to say-; upon the ~ 
completion of twelve years of s~uqy. Unless r am misin­
formed admission to your uni versi ty may be obtained by 
meeting the junior matriculation loequirement, that is to 
say, upon the completion of eleven years of study. 'Ihore­
fore we feel that your admission requirement is not on a 
par Vii t.h ou r ovm. 

Furt.Jermore you admit to your sophomore year the 
holder of a senior matriculation (Grade XII) certificate 
thus allowing college credit for the comple"':.ion of' secondary 
school courses of stuqy, a practice that is not rerrr~tted in 
the State of New York • 

... here!'ore, in fairness to our ov.n students we bave 
deemed it nccessar-y to make the following ruling. 



JAMES SULLlVAN 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

THE UNI VERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

ALBANY 

CHARLES B . HEISLER 

ASS I STANT IN HIGHER EDUCA TION 

FOR HIGHER AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

Principal Gurrie-2/13/29 #2 

.riereafter this Department will give full credit to 
a graduate of your uni ersit,y in case he or she has 
entered the freshman year upon senior atriculation 
(Grade XII) standing and has completed four full years 
in residence t.nereafter. .1.his ruling is subj ect to one 
exception. -ull credit may be given a graduate of your 
university .ho was a'mi~ted to the freshman year on less 
than senior matriculation standing and 1 as thereafter 
c~pleted four LUll years in resicence pro ided the ecord 
upon hich such graduate was adm.iL ted vias the lull equiv­
alen t of tt.e 4l e . York Stb. te four year secondary school 
course of study preceded by eight years of elementary 
schooling. 

I dll be very g.l.ad to r!ave your reaction to t..l-}is 
ruIine;. :i ~ you t.l in: Vi e have e red in any a:y please say 
so frank1.y and advise us wherein you believe our reasoning 
to be incorrect or t.e ruling unfe.ir. Our only wish in 
this connection is to make a ruling that is equitable to 

as our own. 

cry trulY yours 

~u,",".l~~ D. neis.Ler 

GBH-K 
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li,044.00 
1,807.00 

Prirting, n~~er Book, etc. 

stamps 
Expre 
Print ing paper 

" " 
n 

" " 
Answer Book 
Blotting paper 
2 tee ink 

. 37.32 
12.75 

( ebec, 109.00 
(Oorneil) 74 .. 69 

" 127.30 
(Beatty) 30.00 

361.80 
4.00 
3.50 

pp1ication onns. filing 
cards. certificates, etc. 

90.00 

Tota expenditure 

Bal n,e 

Number of Stadents 

850.36 

Junior 
Senior 

2,851.25 

850.36 

633 
128 

4,958.00 

W 3,_72 • • 6f 

,256 .. 39 

Extra expense involved if our Matriculation examination as entirely 

sep rated from. the High School Lea ing Ex.e.m.ination:-

Printing ••••••••••••••••.••• 110 
~iners ••••••.•.••.••••••• 260 

..;;370. 



February 18th. 1929. 

Charles B. Hel ler, so., 
sslstant in Higher Education, 

Tho UnIve.sit of the Stnte of e York. 
Albany, e York. 

Dear "lr:-

In the absenoe of Sir Arthur 
CurrIe I ackno ledge your gOOd letter of Februar~ 
13th it referenc to entrance reouirements. 

t ToGlll University 'e adoit 
to the F culty of Arts a stUdent who ha atta1ned 
a definite st ndard (60% on the hole, Ith 
minlmum ~ln each subject) on an examination in 
certain essential SUbJects. This examination ls 
based on specific ork which prepares the studont 
for his first j ar in college. The time it has 
taken hi to prep re hImself,or hether such pre-
p r~tlon Is in private or pu 11c school or b~ tutor, 
is 1mmaterial to us. In the St te of e York, on 
the other hand, admlEslon Is based on the oompletlon 
of t elve ~e rs of study, ith. prehaps. only slIght 
regard to partioular SUbjects. It Is just bere tbe 
real difference lies in our requirements for admlosion. 

Our reoord at oGll1 over a 
number of ~ears shew conolusively that the percen ge 
of ~al1ureB in the fir t year is muoh 10 r among 
stUdents ~ho h~ve passed our examinatIon than mong 
those ho hove entered un er the rualltlcatlon of 
time spent in prepar torl grades &nd units studIed. 



In the ame ay our senior 
matriculation examination Is b sed on the 
attainment of a definite standard In speclfied 
work, and a student ho ha successfully pa d 
this examination is ready for hi soc ond year 
in oollege. 

1 hop I have made our position 
quite clear. I am sure you ill have no difflculty 
in coming to the conclusion that the requirements 
for admission to our first year are ~he full equi­
valent of the -0 • York state four year secondary 
school course of study preceded by eight years of 
elernentar schooling. 

Very truly yours, 

Lctin Principal. 
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1. I agree that there must be very effective coo~erat1on between the University 

and the Department. 

Since a number of students in the High Schools are coming to &Gi1l 

and since the Department Wishes their ex.am.inatiorl to be recognized, it is 

natural that they should consult us, but I do not think this in any way 

necessitates cooperation in the actual conduct of the two examinations. 

£(a) Why should ajoint board responsible for OQr tiatricu1ation Examination deriT9 

its au.thority solely from. the Protestant Committee? Is not this an infringement 

of the University statutes? Chapter V, paragraph 7 (g) states that it is a 

duty of Corporation "to fix all qualifications and requirements for entrance or 

IIl&tricu.lation". 

2(b} Why does Professor C1arke say "the same schools and teaChing facilities are 

concerned in both examinations"? No school that prepares for.the nigh SChool 

Leaving Examination also prepares tor Matricu.lation, and vice versa. If, 

therefore, the courses of s~dy were not identical, and I strongly favour 

variety in education, there would be no confusion, &s there is' no confusion in 

England lVhere eight different authorities conduct school oertificate examiil.atiom. 

3. Professor Clarke says "If Joint Board methods really have fail ea." • They 

ha.ve never been tried. The system for the last three or four years has been 

one in Which the examinat ion has been prepared by the Protestant Committee, and 

the University has accepted the examiners and the papers without discussion. 

'lhis I think is &. thoroUghly bad system. which has led to pOor papers, 8.nd has 

made it impossible for the University really to assist in improving the School 

Leaving Examination. 
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A Joint Board that really was" jOint" would be res~onsible equc..lly to the 

protestant Committee and ~o Corporation and these two bcaies v;ould have to 

have exactly equal powers. ~~is, I m sure, the Protestant Committee will 

not accept, and that is one reason why - advocEote compbete divorce, iThich 

is also requested by every member of the present High School Leaving Eoard 

who know more of the running of the Examination than anyone else. 

4. The reconstituted High School Leaving ~amfp~tieft Board is concerned 

and can be concerned only with the High School Leaving Examination. Our own 

Matriculation Board also has duties and has very definite obligations to the 

local private schools and to students in other parts ef the ~pire. 

If Prcfessor Clarke t s notes are re-read with the wor.ds "lEatricul&.i ion 

Eoard't instead of "High School Leaving :Board" or "Board ': and v.tith rtthe 

Corporation of LcGill University" instead of "the Protestant Committee' , 

it becomes clear th~t what he is proposing is a surrender of our ri~ts and 

duties. 

I ~gest that if the question arises tomorrow, it be clearly 

pointed out that our Matriculation Examination is controlled by the Corporation 

of the ~niversity, and that any ~gestions concerning our examination must 

be approved by that body. 

I heartily agree with the general desire of Professor Cl~rke for 

more efficient and informed criticism of papers and for a more effective 

running of the examin!::.tions. 

His fine.: diffiCQlty concerning the syllabi would disappear if the 

examinations were entirely separated as I hope they 'rill oe. 

It a.ppears clea:!' to me tha.t if we draw fully upon the resources of 

the University we can run a. rlB.triculation Exa.:uination that will be a. vast 

improvement upon the presnet one, and will help th~ TIir~ School authorities 
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by sett ing a standard. 

t present the only ~Gill Professors concerned aTe the 

examiners and their papers are printed without another member of the staff seeing 

them except 'for the t:70 representa.tives on the Revising Boa.rd. The scher:e 

therefore does not use our resources fUlly. 

h~ery one of the British Examining Boa.rds is a university one, 

and the payers, of which I have copies in my office, show the very high 

standards ~hich they maintain. 



DOCKET STARTS: 



School-Leavin~ Examinaticns. , 

1. Any sch me that works at 11 must provide for effect:v co-

operation b~t een the Un·versities and the Department of 

Education. Complete and absolute separ~tion is an :m~oss-

ibility, and independent arrangen:ents ¥hereby l~cGill conducted 

.:.ts own Matriculation Examination would still involve very 

definite relations vith the Department of Education • 

• There are t 10 l' .es of a!,l"Iroach to effective co-operation:-

a) A real Joint Board er.joying the confidence of all ~arties 

and taking effective control of both Examinations. ~hile de-

riving its ;J.uthority frO::l the regul'1.tions of the Protestant 

Committee it ~ould , in fact, set itself to devise and op:erate 

machinery that Vlould meet the just claims of all the interests 

conc erne d • 

.2.!:.: -

b ) ep a rat e c 0 nd u c t 0 f the E x am i n at ion s, 1 e a v in g mat t er s 0 f 

common interest to be determined-by negotiation. Since, very 

largely, the same schools and teaching-facilities would be 

concerned in both ex~~inat'ons, the area of common interest 

would still be large. Questi~ns of courses of study,of text-

bOOks, of standards and so forth would continue to arise, 

and wo~ld have to be settled by some kind of machinery. ''-;ould 

t~is machinery be as satisfactory as an authoritative Joint 

Board? I lmagine that it might well be clumsy, lacking in 

rermanence and precision, weak in authcrity and more fruitful 

in causes of irritation than a Joint Bo&.rd wo Id be. 



2 • 

3. It is bette~ to co-oper~te from separate centres th n not 

at all and if Joint Board methods really have fai ed then the 

other alternative must be tried. But to assert such f~ilure 

just ~hen a modified system of Joint acti n that has not yet 

been tested is about to e tried, is at least, pre ature. Tne 

new scheme must, I th ink, be given a ch nee. 

4. The reconstructed Board might xxx wor-;lt reasonably ell 

provided that:-

1. Real responsibility fer the efficient co.duct of the 

examination is placed upon it, and the responsibility is 

genuinely accepted ~nd exercised. A Board that is not em­

powered to mcke crucial decisions er that shirks the res­

ponsibility of re king them, can only increase confusion. 

ii. There is geod will and a real desire to !!leet all the :i:n:t 

interests concerned. To adjustment of numerical representation 

on the Board can compensate for the lack of these. Thus I 

should hesitate to conclude that ber~use ~cGill has 0 ly two 

directx representatives on the new Board, only two members 

ef it are prepared to give full consideration to ·icGill' 

interests. 

iii. The Board acts and continues to act as a whole. There 

can be no effective ~ction if the Board or any section of it 

is continually referring beyond itself for authority to act. 

:~ll part ies re"0resented must face and fc.irly accept the r :t:ks 

involved in guaranteeing the re[ative i dependence of the Board. 

Effective confidence always implies such risks and if oonfidence 

proves misplaced, the remed is a better Board, not a nullifica­

tion ef its authority. 



5. Granted these ssential conditions a technique of action 

could be worked out that would meet the main needs. Among 

them are:-

A. ApPointment of ~xaminers. 

The Board should pronounce upon all nomina~ions from what­

ever source, and shculd submit its list of recommend~tions to 

the Department. This list should be ~d before the Protestant 

Committee along with such comments ~nd alternative recommenda­

tions a the Director of Protestant ~ducation ished to mffer. 

Nominations should be subm"tted so as to give ample time for 

consideration by the Board. 

B. Approval of Papers. 

n important es.ential here Is cmple time, fhe appointment 

of examiners should be made early enough to allow exaMino~s 

time for adequate consultation and consideration before sub-

mitting draft papers. Iso the Board should meet some months 

before the Ex~mination so as to allow ample ti~e for criticism 

and rev i si 0 n 0 f the d r aft par e r s • 

This revisio and criticism can.et be effected in a smgle 

meeting. The Boa.rd hould be free to consult any authority 

it chooses, and should devise machinery such as has been sug­

gested (e.g. Uoderators, nSubject"-Committees, and so forth) 

in order that the Board may have before it, when it meets, n 

expert and carefully considered report on eveJy paper. Its 

duty vould then be to assess these reports and take action on 

them. 

C. As essment of Stand~rds. 
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This me. involve:-

i. ~ roup of examiners rather than a ing e exam:ner for ~ny 

one p_per, the chief Examiner of the group being co~cerned 

mainl lith keeping the st_ndard constant. 

li. Some revision and possible amplification of the "nstruc-

tion issue~ to examiners. • 
iii. The keeping of records, p ~x±kx£~ possibly in the form of 

Frequenc Curves, shcwing the cct 'a1 st_ndards in every su ject 

and in the examination s Q "hole, i'rom ye r to year. 

J; .B. ~his is an office dut and sho',ld not be imposed upon ex-

aminers. 

iv. The adjustment of exaciners' :narks. ~his will be of t 110 

klnds&-

a) Generdl adjust ent, 0 b~ing the m~rks ef a hole group 

of papers into ccnfor .. ity lith fair normal standards s judged 

by the oard. This ~il hcve to e done on a clear uniform 

principle that does not alter raative v lues 6£ the rr.arks, and 

dces not require reference back to the examiner. 

b) pecial ad~ustment ef marks ~f individu Is. This shoul 

involve, in all cases, r~ference back to the examiner w " th, if 

n cess ry, a f:nal judgment by a co petent referee . 

T. B. If the Board ccepts full res...,cnsibilit and fnnctions 

efficiently ::13 a \.hole its serv "ces .. ouId be as val' able nd 

d S necessary in revising marks for : triculction, cs in revising 

those for School Le vine. 

buses. 
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diffic~ ty arises ere ~s th 30ard ~ill not be respons­

ible for syllabuses in either MatricuLtion or School Leaving. 

The sit ~tion ca Is "for effActive co-operation bet'leer. the 

Universi ty .:atric~lr.tirn Committee and a.nylu:::liJ: body to which 

the Protest&nt Committee ma entrust the Jrafting of courses 

of study. ~here has been already much useful co-oper tion 

of this kind and the facIlities for 1t need to be extended 

nd regularised. 

6. I do not follow the sugeestion that se~aration of the t.o 

examinations would mean that scbool pupils might be required 

to take both. Surely "cGill would ::;till be willing to accept 

School Leaving as an equivalent to ~&triculation provided the 

scope and standards of examinaticn were satisfactory. It 

does not refuse to accept as equivalent examinations taken 

elsewhere than in Quebec, - even out of Canada altogether-­

tbough the syllabuses differ in content from those of it s ovn 

Matriculation examination. It 0) uld hardly d,ny to candidates 

from Quebec what it concedes to candidate from elsewhere. 

7. Secrete:..rlilat. An efficient &ll:l reasonably ind ependent se­

cretariat is of vital importance to the working of a Joint 

Hoard system. To be efficient it must be very nearly, if not 

xaxx entirely a full-time job. The function of a Board is to 

take decisions, not to do routine office-work in a scnnmbled 

fashion. I suspect that much of our trouble has arisen from the 

absence of a Secretariat, adequately equipped, with ti e, 

and facilities and experience te do the important routine work. 

The Beard is comparable to a Board of Directors and I shou d 
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doubt the efficienc of any];:. r e business ¥here the 30ard f 

Directors attempted to do its own office ork. 

F. Cl arke • 
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stud. nt do s 

~xpr ssly .ar~s intending . triaul~~t tc t i~ L~tin is ot t 
there are so~e ]'. ... aulti s .r..ich c n. et be entered.~v n r en 
ien 1 ulti s Ph ~ac ,lew ,De t.istry raqui L tin.In t ~ Arts cour 
it is n:ade plai"1 t" t i 0 doe ot t 1.~ Gr ~t it is aln:ost i:reposs­
ible to esca~ Lctin- in act one can only do it by t ki g b avy 
scienca course.(T se .ould corr spond to our B.Sc. stude~ts 1n t) 
-::1urtmr these Science stude ts must do both Fr nch B:"ld r • 

r.-o.ni t'O ba.. (C lendar p. 2'"") 
... _- .............. 

. triculatio l' quiremants not stated. But in first Br .... ts t_e 
opl W Y. to esoape Latin would. to t ke. G .... ek,Hebre or Icelandio 
i"1 addi ti . te, renoh···· rn: n , un le ss o"'e took very ull cour 
r---ci-no:::-whiC again- ould correspo d to our B. c . students. 

Tb\.. gist of all this is th t ( xc 1)t or the al t rn tive Greol::: .hio 
alternative ' itoba arr_uli i s or obvious uolitic I re sons , on y to 

ge it around vnth added difficulti s ) it- cannot be said of t st-
er'l1 Universities , any more th:n it can be said of cGill , that nth y do 

not require Latin for Matricu1ation~ One may say ,wi thout falsehood , "The 
estern C"nsdi Universities do ot require Lati~ for tr.noa ~ And th 

sama may b said of MoGill . But i~ both ca s if one looks into it ur­
ther it ap~ars that too matriculant who has funkad Latin a n only do 
c rtein things. 

Trere is ti'l1 historical reason for t~...a Greek alt l' ativa-the. fact 
that Mani tobs and Saskatchewan l:e g n by bei"1g tied up .i th the ologica 

college;s. Tre stud.ents in the se reust take: both Greek aTld H br. if 
tOO: s men have to carry ~kE!.~ a.l1cient language s , it is argue.d ,they can 
hardly get enough modern education. 

MaGil , I ancy ,would. be vary willing to accept Gre k for L tin ,but it 
would be silly to talk about it,for Gree is xti ot in our schools. 0 

also , for the matter of that is Garman,wb reas in t se astern univarsiti s 
if you ~scape Latin as our B. Sc . students do,it is generally laid do ,or 
it appaars in too d tiled regulations,that you must do _o_-t:. Fr. nd Ger. 

. 001. 
~ 
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NOTES ON THE JU~nOTI N.ATRICULATION EXAHnIATION 

November 28th, 1931 

1. I bcli"!""e the Junior l.1atriculat ion Examination might be strengthened, 
and the conduct of the examination simplified if the Matriculation Board 
adopted the following suggestions designed 

(a) to secure a more thorough criticism and revision of the papers before 
they c.re print ed • 

(b) to rocke definite the regulations governing the re-reading of papers. 

(c) to make definite arrangements for the revision of examiners' marks 
where this appears to be justified. 

(d) to make the pass-rnz.rk in individual papers 50%. 

2. Criticism and Revisio~ of Papers. 

The Departments concerned should act as preliminary revising committees, 
so that a papGr set by any exmniner would be crit icized and approved by all 
the members of his department before being sent to me. 

The department would be expected to satisfy it self 

(a) that the pr.per VIas within the syllabus 

(0) that the paper covered the ground fairly and wo..s well-balanced. 

(c) thA.t the standard wc-s a proper onc. 

(d) that no ~uestion was ambiguous. 

(e) th'1t the paper gavo bright pupil s cn opportunity of showing their brightness. 

In t:10 case of 1i<>.thcmat iCs, Physics, and Chemistry, the examiner should be 
asked for solutions of any problems, and those solutions should be verified 
by the other menbers of his department. 

3. A Revising Board should be appointed. As members I suggest one member 
from each of the following departments, Classics, French, History or 
English, Physics or Chemistry. This Boo..rd which would meet in February 
would give the papers a final revision, compare them with previous years' 
papers, and finally sanction them. 

The original. examiner should be infonned and consul ted if the 
Board docided to nt:.:.ke any rw.terie.l alteration in a paper. 

No examiner would sit on this Board and the members should be paid 
(perhaps ~lO ec:.ch) for their Vlork. The Registrar (unpaid) should act as 
convener and be a momber of the Board. 
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4. The proofs of each paper should be read and corrected by the examiner 
and by at lea.st one othe r mambe r of hi s depa.rtment. 

The Re-reading of Individual Papers 

5. Unjustifiably optimistic but determined parents fre~uently ask that 
their child's paper should be re-read, and are a nuisance to me if I 
refuse, and to the examiner if I grant their re~uest. I therefore suggest 

(a) Any candidate may have his marks checked (i.e. the addition) on a 
payment of $1.00. The fee to be returned if the addition is incorrect. 

(b) Any candidate may apply to the Registrar for a re-reading of any 
paper, stating in ,.-rriting the reasons for this re~uest, and, if 
pOSSible, getting a letter from the principal of his school supporting 
it. A fee of $5.00 must accompany the re~uest. If the request 
seems re~sonable, the Registrar, in consultation with the examiner, will 
appoint a second reader and the twe examiners will re-read the paper. For 
this I suggest that each re8.der be paid .~ .00. 

If the original excrniner is not available the Registrar should appoint 
the most suitable man he can obtain. 

I suggest that those appointmants bo made by myself since I am here at 
tho time and may be, and am, consulted in my office by parents and 
principals. 

If re-reading justifies an alteration of marks, the $5.00 fee should be 
returned. 

The Revis ion of :Marks 

6. There are two cases 

(a) Tho student who has passed with high marks in all subjects but one and 
has failed in this by one or two marks. 
When this happens I suggest that th0 exaniner in this paper be consulted 
and that if he feels that an extrn mark or t'v70 should be awarded, the marks 
be altered accordingly. Such cases are rare. 

(b) The marks of an 9xamin8r make the percentage of f~ilures in that subject 
unduly high. 
The Matriculation BOI).rd could not meet to discuss such an ovent for 
it would occur in July. I suggest that the Registrar call a meeting 
of tho$e members of the Board and of tho Revising Committee who are 
availabl e, and discuss the problem with them. 
If the paper is being used by the nepartment of Education for the 
High School Leaving Examination, any action should be t~ken in 
consul tat ion with the nepartmont. 
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Change of Pass-Mark 

7. To matriculate a student must obtain an average of 60% in ten required 
papers and not less than 40~ in anyone paper. The High School Leaving 
standard of passing is 50% in each paper. This double standard increases the 
difficulty of examining a paper that is used for both examinations. 

I sugg~st t~t the pass-mark be 50% in every paper, and thqt to mE.triculcte 
a student rru.st obte.in an averago of 60% in the ten reQuired papers and pass in 
at least nine of them. 



Table showing percentage of those who passed McGill University 

Junior l~triculation in 1930 and 1931 who would have passed if 

the passing mark had been changed. 

Passing :Mark 1930 1931 

50% in every paper 5910 58% 

50% in each paper with 86% 7910 
one fnilure nlloYJed 

50% in ec. ch p ape r vri th 
tuo failures allo';7ed 99% 94% 

50% in each paper uith 
three failures allowe 100% 100% 

r 



Table showing percentage of those who passed McGi11 University 

Junior 1~tricu1ation in 1930 and 1931 Who would have passed if 

the passing mark had been changed. 

}--
Passing Mark 1930 1931 

50% in every paper 59% 58% 

50% in each paper with 86% 7910 
one failure allowed 

50% in ecch paper vrith 
two failures allowed 99% 94% 

50% in each paper with 
three fa ilures allowe 100% 100% 

, 
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IDepartlnent of JEOucatton 
cftutbtc, ~. a. 

W. P . PERCIVAL 

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT, 

A ND DIRECTOR OF PROTFSTANT 
EDUCATION, 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

When replyiDlr plea ... ciTe 
at the head of YOUI' letter 
this number. 

No, --- -2.5./-31 
Replie. should be addreued 

to" The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P,Q. " 

I.fay 4th, 19.51 

Sir ~rthur CU1'r'le, G.e. :.G. , K. C.B., LL.::)., 
!.fcGi 11 Uni vers i ty, 
r{ontret..l , :2.". 

Deal' Sir Arthur :-

LIONEL BERGERON 

FRENCH SECRETARY A N D 

DEPUTY M INISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT. 

t the last neetinc 0: ~hc -r~te3t~nt 
Committee a sub - Jomr ittee was apPOinted to inq'.lire into 
the relu ti onship at present cxi..:, t inL> he tv/een the :~cGill 
U~l.i.vel'.3ity J,:atriculation ~~_ar.Ii!:c...tion LnG. the School Leaving 
Examin· ... tion . T. is sub - comr::littee consiG~:::; of four members 
who wer'e a:::;ked to confer rliih re re..,cntLttlvv3 of' l:cGill and 
3ishop's Unill~rsities and \/ith the Director Of' I'ote0·ant Su -
11C,1 tion . 

I have been avmi tint; <Tour return to :ontrcal 
'l]ei'or ..... ~" ' nt; uD this matter . I undel'stand tht.t the cor1bined 
system 0":: e~mminations has v/Orked well for the past forty- five 
years and it is difficult to see any eood reason :t:or a chanue 
at the present time . 

Ii' a meetin~ ca"} be arl'ar..e,;ed it will be a 
convenience 1'or- 1'1C if it C.11 be. called "or ~uesday , Hay 12th , 
not luter than 2 . jO p. m. 

~ "" I h tile to a visl. tr~e member", of the sub ­
comrrittee Lt..3 to the datt; of the meetin(; I shall :Je r.,;lud to be 
favoured with an early reply . 

"Fl'p/ A 

Yo UJ'S tr lly , 

~P; , 
It~,;: I~-

Director 01' I·r'otest,t.n~ Educa+,ion 



ay t 1 1. 

Dr. ~. P. Poro1 1. 
Dlr tor of Protestant E ucation, 
~ par m nt ot uduentlon. 
ueb e, P. • 

D r Dr. Pare 1, 

t t 

ot t 4th v it C rd to ... 

your 1 

it 1 propos d to hold b n your elf nd 

ant tl of eGill nd El hop' 

th tt r 0 m trleul tion hool 1 avi 

nation • 

tt r 

hleh 

ropr -

on 

ex::l. 

Th dat you m tion, ~ d_y. 

ay 12th. at 2.30 p.m. 111 ult u nd shall 

loo for OU t tha tl in my otfic 

Your faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 

1-



W . P . PERC IVAL 

IDepartlnent of JEOucatton 
Elutbtct Jl. ca. 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

When ... ..Plyin. plea ... giye 
at the bead of your letter 
thia number. 

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT, 

AND DIRECTOR OF PROTFSTANT 
EDUCATION. 

No. _____ _____ __ _ 

Repliea ahould be addreaaed 
to"The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q." 

nay 7th , 19~1 

Sir rthur Currie, G.C.L.G . , K. C.5., ~~':.:D . , 
Mc8-ill UniverSity, 
Hontre<...l , P. Q. 

Dea.r 3ir Artll ur : -

I have received your letter of 
rimy 5th in r.rh ich you 11 i' orm me that llcGill rep­
re""entutivcG will be present in your oi'fice at 
2 . 30 p . m. on Tuesd~~, lay 12th, to confcr with 
reprc3entativcs of Bishop's UniverSity and the 
Director of Protestant Education or.. tIe 1:1 tter 
of J..atriculation and School IJet..vinc Examinatruons . 

I h~.ve ini'ormed the Erinci:pal of 
Bishop'"" University and. the member..; of the sub ­
comnittee 01' the Protest nt COMrJittee accordingly. 

AI 

Yours ~rllly , 
I 

~~ 
uil'ector of .t'rotestant Edu('<:ltion 

L IO N EL BERGERON 

F RENCH SECRETARY AND 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 
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BIGH SCHOOL LEATIJI'G AND IlAfiICULATIOll 
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of IOYeDar. 

I. So tar al I laJoW n. 1' ... 1 effort hal b.en mad. linee the ialt meeting to lolv. 

the problea of 'the control ot the 111gb 8clWol j,eay1D.& BumiDatlO11. 10 pro-

.JoI.l. tl'QI. the Depart_. hay. Hell nlai","," to the UJl1v'rlit7. and t althoa.ah 
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2. Thil tWc ••• itatea at leal' ~bat betore the aqgested 11n ls put betore the 
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