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E. W. BEATTY, K.C. J. M. MACDONNELL, ROY CAMPBELL, HON, SECRETARY
CHAIRMAN VICE CHAIRMAN 1155 BEAVER HALL SQUARE
TEL. LANCASTER 7161

/7

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION
MONTREAL COMMITTEE

November 16, 1929.
Dear Sir or Madam;—

As you are doubtless aware, for a considerable time past a series of efforts has been made to establish a
Little Theatre in Montreal, but for one reason or another,—due mainly, perhaps, to lack of complete cooperation
between the various bodies interested—these efforts have not been crowned with success.

With the presence in Montreal of Sir Barry Jackson, the famous head of the Birmingham Repertory Theatre
in England, an opportunity presents itself of which the National Council of Education is anxious the public of Montreal
who are interested in the establishment of a Little Theatre should take advantage.

It has therefore been arranged to hold a meeting in the Victoria Hall, Westmount, on Saturday evening,
November 23rd, at 8.15, to be addressed by Sir Barry Jackson, who will tell the audience how a Little Theatre is
organized.

The meeting will be under the distinguished patronage of :—

Hon. Athanase and Madame David
General Sir Arthur and Lady Currie
Lord and Lady Atholstan

The Hon. Marguerite Shaughnessy
Sir Montagu and Lady Allan

Sir Henry and Lady Thornton

Mr. Justice E. Fabre Surveyer
Rev. Canon Allan Shatford

F. E. Meredith, K.C.

Professor F. E. Lloyd

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Gordon

John Bassett, Esq.

Brooke Claxton, Esq.

Adjutor Savard, Esq.

P.S. Stevenson, Esq.

T. T. McG. Stoker, Esq.

As the active and united cooperation of every amateur organization in this city and district is essential if
any Little Theatre movement is to be carried to a successful issue, it is earnestly desired that you should attend this
meeting, and take part in the discussion that will follow the address of Sir Barry.

The first hour of the meeting Sir Barry has very kindly consented to devote to a reading of his exquisite

translation of “The Marvellous History of Saint Bernard.”
Admission is free and this circular should be regarded as an invitation to you to attend.

Martha Allan,

Warwick F. Chipman,

J. Murray Gibbon,

Cyrus MacMillan,

Andrew Macphail,

S. Morgan Powell,

B. K. Sandwell,

J. M. Macdonnell, Chairman pro tem.
Roy Campbell, Secretary pro tem.

Provisional Committee.
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ROY CAMPBELL, HON, SECRETARY
E. W. BEATTY, K.C. J. M. MACDONNELL, Y
CHAIRMAN VICE CHAIRMAN 1155 BEAVER HALL SQUARE
TEL. LANCASTER 7161

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION
MONTREAL COMMITTEE

December 18th, 1929.

Dear Sir or Madam:=-

In accordance with the terms of a
resolution passed at a meeting held in Victoria Hall, Westmount,
on Saturday evening, Nov. 23rd, authorising a provisional
committee to draft a scheme to carry into practical effect the
idea of a Little Theatre for Montreal, that committee has
prepared the following provisional plan for consideration by a
Joint committee composed of the provisional ocommiitee and two
representatives from each amateur dramatic organization in
Montreal and district. It is proposed to call a meeting of this
Joint committee for Tuesday evening, January 7th, at 8:15 p.m.,
in Room B, Victoria Hall, Westmount, to which you are‘requested
to send your President or Vice-President and Secretary or two
representatives otherwise accredited. The provisional draft is
sent to you now in order that your body may discuss it and give
your representatives such instructions as they mey deem desirable
for presentation before the joint committce.

(1) The need for a Little Theatre for this city is ad-
mitted. It scems desirable, however, to define clearly what is
meant by a Little Theatre. For the purposes of this report, a
Little Theatre may be regarded as an institution in which the
drame primarily, and other allied arts, if scope and opportunity
permit, may be presented free from commercial influence.

(2) This does not mean that a Little Theatre is not run
upon sound business lines. On the contrary, its success depends
in the final analysis upon the application of business principles
to its direction and management. But the interpretation of drama
or any other art within the Little Theatre is accomplished, not
as a commercial undertaking, but as an idealistic undertaking to
the accomplishment of which are brought the best standards, the
best judgment, and the best talents available.

(3) To ensure this, it is obvious that the utmost
measure of co-operation and co-ordination of effort within the
community is essential. To that end, the Little Theatre seeks
the support and the co=operation of all amateur bodies within
its range; the Little Theatrec aims to help such bodies to a high-
er standard of interpretation of drama; and to afford them
facilities that would not otherwise be available in the study of
the drama and its best methods and standards.




(4) The Provisional Committee proposes th
Advisory or Administrative Board composed of repre Sent9t1V°
¢itizens be appointed to undertake the business administration
of The Little Theatre. The persomnel of such a Committee will

be submitted later.

(3) No Little Theatre is good enough unless it is as
good as it can be == unless the conditions in which it lives
have been made as fine as possibLe through constant stimulation
of the appreciation, the understanding and the support of the
community. How good conditions in any community can be depends,
not upon what the average citizens are accustomed to, but upon
what the leaders aim at, and what they aim at in the Little
Theatre depends upon their knowledge and understanding of what
is being done in the theatres of the world. The other arts can
cometo us. The best of painting, sculpture, literature, and
music is at our command, actually or in adequate reproduction;
but we must go to the theatre to know the theatre. Therefore
the nature and the standards of a Little Theatre should rest
with its Director -~ should represent his theatre ideals to the
community.

(6) The audience of a Little Theatre expects that
theatre to furnish it with entertainment a 1ittle more subtle
than it can find in a movie, = to bring about in it the emotion-
al alchemy of all seriously conceived tragedy or comedy and the
opportunity of sharing in a common effori to endow life with a
grace beyond the mere business of earning a living.

(7) The Little Theatre's audience should have the best
possible fare at the lowest possible fee. Both Bernard Shaw and
Max Reinhart have declared their conviction that under a first-
rate Director any hamlet of a thousand population can produce
one first-class play and cne firsi-class opera once a year.

(8) The Provisional Committee suggests that a Director
be appointed by the Board.

(9) The committee further proposes that the Board, in
association with the Director, appoint Assistant Directors who
would have charge of various departments of the Little Theatre, w=
casting, costumes, production, scenery, etc. all of whom would be
under the direct supervision and absolute direction and control of
the Director when once appointed.

(10) The committee further recommends that a number of
counsellors be named. Such a group has been found an invaluable
asset elsewhore in order %o ensure the active co-operation of all
available interest and knowledge in a many-sided production group.




cm _3_-’.-

These counsellors may be called upon individually or collective-

ly, or in groups, as the occasion may require, to collaborate with
the Director or with his assistan®s, or to be consulted upon
productions. They would reprcsent varied interests. In a move-
ment which it is hoped will eventually combine, not only bi~lingual
drama, but also music, dancing and allied arts in one Physical unit,
the facility of individual selection of advisers from 2 large group
should be an advantage from every point of view,

(11) The committee would keenly appreciate your serious
consideration of the foregoing, in order that your representatives
may be fully equipped to discuss the general scheme when the Jjoint
committee meets. The result of that meeting will be communicated
without undue delay to another general mee*ing of all interested in
the Little Theatre movement.

(12) The committee desires to emphasize most strongly the
desirability of recognition on the part of all amateur bodies of the
fact that the Little Theatre is in no way intended to challenge
them, to supplant them, or to interfere in any manner with their
activities. On the other hand, the committee desires to insist
upon the point that the basic idea upon which the Little Theatre is
founded is one of helpful co-operation to the end *hat the community
may be able to enjoy the best available drama as interpreted with
the highest degree of intelligencs.

Your acknowledgement of receipt of this report will be
appreciated, as will an intimation prior to the meeting of the names
of the two representatives who will be present on your behalf.

Very truly yours,

For the Provisional Committee,

J.M. MACDONNELL, Chairman pro tem.

Additional copies of this circular may

be had from the Secretary pro tem,

Mr. Roy Campbell, 1155 Beaver Hall Square,
Montreal. Telephone Lencaster 7161.
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Howarp MURRAY

MONTREAL

January 13th,

1930

Sir Arthur W. Currie,
MeGill University,
MONTREAL.

I am enclosing

which I have sent today to Mr. Beatty,
Memorandum therein referred to.

Very truly yours,,

e /n
HM/ M

EﬁClOSHTEE




Junuary 13th,
1930,

z?-o ""o Hﬁatt:f, ;’78"7.,
Canadian Pacifiec Rallwey Co.,
HONTAEAL.

Dear Mr. Beatty:- Theatrs Guild of Nontraal.

I attach o Hemorandum giving you sn outline
of suggestions arising out of the discussions preliminary to and
those at a public meeting held at Viectoris Hall, Vestmount, on
Tuesday, the 7th instant,

4t thet meeting, there were between fifty and
sixty people present, mostly made up of those interested in various
imateour Drametic organizations throughout the City, all of which, howaver,
were not represented because of the lack of records ss to thelr nersonnel.,
It was evident that a very vivid ond keen interest sxisted inm the idea of a
Little Theatre, and while comsiderable confusion of mind also was present
a8 to the relationship between such an organisation snd the smeteur Groups,
yoet the prevalling ideas pointed to the existence of a large body of
support as represented by these people snd their followers, although this
would be expressed fimanclally only in s moderate way,

The opinion held in some susrters that the
Little Theatre idea meant the immediate provision for s thestre bullding
and the idea that such a thing was expedient, was entirsly dispelled,
It was firmly explained that no such thing wss eontemplated in the near
future, and that there must be first determined the question whether s
sufficient body of public opinion was behind the ides of the Little
Theatre snd whether a group of semi-professional or professional rlayers
could be got together to form the nucleus of a Playing Group. It msp
explained, howover, that this did not shut out amateur bodles from con-
tributing a player if such could be found among them having the recuisite
gqualities,

Arising out of this Weeting and the discussions
which followed 1%, are the next successive steps comprised in the Nemorandum
attached, mt leading also to the following conclusion:




It would appear that the quickest and cheapsst way to
demonstrate shether or not the Th@wgpm Guild cap be insugurated and
receive substantial support is to get together a small group of players
with & Provisional Director. It would be highly inadvisable to look
for snd secure s permsnent Director of high standing, commspding a
bigh price, until mublic opinion and support cam be gauged. Such @

Provisional Director it is thought 18 evallable in the person of
Mr. Rapert Caplan, presently “ircctor of the Ottawe Dramas League, but
there msy be olhers,

It might be possible to dat@e in the present
Winter season, bookings at Ris kaj o or Moyse Hall or
olsevhere, where two or three d“amaﬁ

Thile it is true that players of the highest standard
conld not be got together as quickly as this, yet it ig felt that a
sufficiently equipped group could be got together to carry out this
preliminary work, which could be used o duild up an interset snd obtain
a following from the public who are now favourable and sympathetic
towsrd the idea of the Littls Theatre.

On the finanocial side, the Provisional Committes will ascertain
how large s guarsntee would be neoded to inaugurate such a proposal,
and whether zesuranges could be obtrined whioch would nrovide this fund.

I attach also s newspaper report of the Tuesday cvening
moeting, which wag written under the direction of Mr. 8. Morgsn-Powell.

I am sending a copy of this letter and the Memorandum to
8ir Arthur currde, Sir indrew Macpheil snd Ool. Herbert Holson, instead
of at this time acking for & conference.

Vory truly yours,

(8gd) Howard Murray




1. The Provisional Commititee previously appointed at 2 public Meeting
will continue to act, with power to add to their numbers. This is
composed of:-

J. M. HMacdonnell Chairman pro tem.
M os Martha Allan

The Hon. Marguerite Chaughnessy

Sir indrew Hacphail

Warwick Chipman

Uyrus Maclillan

J. Harray Gibbon

B. X. Sandwell

&. Morgan-Powell

Roy Campbell, Secretary pro tem.

Incorporation will be applied for at CQuebec wnder Part IITI of the
Companies® Act, which provides for an organiszation without eapnital
stock, and to be operated without profit to the Incorporators.

in Advisory Board will be orgsnized of sbhout 10 in number.

Counsellors will be selected of those whose co-operation and assistance
will be invoked in the sctual administration of the Guild. Those
composing the Proviesionazl Committee will be included on this Commitiee.
(4 tentative list is attached).

Upon incorporation, members will be solicited who will contribute $25.
as an Entrance Fee, and will agree to pay an anmaal fee to be named,
but not exceeding $10,

One thousand menmbers will be the initisl aim of the Provisional Committiee.

The Provisional Committees will prepare a complete list of present
amateur organizations, which will be interested in the Theatre
Guild, snd & list of names of individuals to be advised of the
Guild's tentative plans.

Upon completion of organization, sll of these will be informed hy the
Provisional Committee of the next steps determined upon.

¥

The Provisional Committee will prepare the By-laws of the Theatre
Guild of Montreal.

These successive steps, before being made effective, will receive the
approval of the Advisory Board.

Mr. J. B. Yacdonnell will continue to act as Chairman of this Provisional
Committee and Mr. Roy Campbell as Secretary.

Jan. 9th, 1930.




COMMITTIEE OF COUNSELLORS

To be called on Individually or in

Groups

d+ H. Hacdonnell
Miss Martha Allan

B. X. Sandwell

Hon. Athanese David
Hon. M. Shaughnessy
3ir Andrew Hacphail
Edouasrd Moptpetit
Prof. Cyrus HecMillsn
Prof. HRene du Roure
Douglas Clark

Louis Bourdon

J. Hurray Gibbon
Henri Letondal
Warwick Chipman X.C.)
F. E. Meredith X.C,)
Cleveland Morgan)
Ernest Barott )

¥. Perry

Prof. Ctephen Leacock
Preof. Lloyd

Ad jutor Savard

Louis Mulligan

#me, Stehele

Hon, Justice Surveyor
Roy Campbell

¥r. and Mrs. Robin Watt
Brooke Claxton)

P. Stevenson)

Gordon Reed )

E. A. Hackenzie)
Bagil Donn

R. H. Cornish

Boger Batley
Marguerite Strathy
Jenne de CrevCoeur
Fred Cooper

Claude de Ville

¥rs. Jacobs)

Frank Bemon)

Panl MWorin

Leopold Houle
Florence Forlong

Dr. Lowmer

Eldon Black)

A. 8, Dawes)

David ¥alker

Harie Ounimet

Sagpestions as to feabures

General Commitiese

General Business Jubscriptions
General 2évisor

French Convamor

Elizabethsn and Restoration Drams
Prench Classics

Masic

¥usical Impressario

Pageant, Folklore

Modern Fremch Plays

Legal Advisors

Architecture, Period Design

Greek and Latin Translation
Children's Plays

General Production

Fremch Publicity, Programmes
Decoration and Lights
Transletions

French Subscriptions

General OJecretary

Posters, Publicity and Programmes

General Business

Photographs snd Films

Play Casts

Stage Technique

Secretarial

Childrents Plays

Design

Seenic and Property Construction
Wusical Adaption

Plasters and Masks
Folk Plays

Prench Plays
Subscriptions
Library

Congtruction
Gensral
French Secretary

S« Lo Slattery )
8. Horgan Powell) Advisors, Publicity, Theatre History,Plays
Hon. Donat Raymond General Committee

From this list will be formed sny necessary Commitiess. This Group
should alse be responsible for a Drame League, a Play Reading Group, Production
and Wardrobe Committee, snd for affiliations with amatemnr Dramatic Societies, etlc.




THE MONTREAL DAILY STAR - JANUARY 8th, 1930.

| Little Theatre Plans OUTLINED.
| Approved Last Night By he foref
' Club Representatives|

by Mr. |

others |

good

A Littl
convinced
business
cial unt

hrou
judgmen
; } The
that an advisory
board ¢omposed of repri
zens be appointed to
busin adm ration
Theatre., The I
is to be submitted
DIRECTOR
It is suggest i a director be
appointed by in him
will be

the

point as 1

of the various
work, but they
subject to final
director.

It ‘was also submitted that a num- |
ber of counsellors be named, 10 may
be called upon individually or (ol |
tively, or in groups, as the occasion |
may require, to collaborate with the
director, or to be consulted upon pro-
ductions. In answer to a query,
member of the committee emphs
the word may in this suggestion. A
number of names were put forward as
a tentative list of counsellors, with the
observation that the list is at all
final, that it might be augmented
otherwise subsequent to future d
it was pointed out that t

ar, more embracing, and mo
elastic such a group would be, the
better it would s e its purpose.

: jon of these suggestions was |

upon and Miss Martha Alla

w-MaolPhail- and 8. Morgan-

Powell, together with the chalrman
pro tem, expatiated upon points in the
draft which sere not clear to some of
the persons present.In reply toa ques- |
tion from Wesley Eley, Westmount
Dramatic Club, Mr, Morgan-Powell ex-
plained that the Little Theatre would |
encourage in every way possible, :
would place its equipment at the ¢
posal of any amateur ' organization |
worthy of the standards of tl
Theatre, He took the oppor (
stress the fact that the Little Theatre
sought the co-operation of
societies and that, in turn, it would
seek to be of every assistance to de-
serving clubs,

Reginald Cornish, 8t. James
ers, expressed concern over th
pretation of the word “repres
mentioned in regard to the proposed
board of administration. Both the chair-
man and Mr. Morgan-Powell declared
that this board would not necessarily
interfere with the director, who, when
chosen, would be thoroughly competent
from every viewpoint; rather would
these persons constitute a group fto
which the director might come at any
time for advice of any nature, should
be desire to do so.







THEATRE GUILD OF MONTREAL, INC.

Advisory Board:

E. W. BEATTY, K.C.

SR ARTHUR W. CURRIE,
G.C.M.G., K.C.B.

SIR ANDREW MACPHAIL, KT., M.D.
F. E. MEREDITH, K.C.

Lr-CoL. HERBERT MOLSON, C.M.G.

Pror. EDOUARD MONTPETIT
Frank M. Ross
Hon. JusTicE E. FABRE-SURVEYER

HowArD MURRAY, 0.B.E.
Congenor

Secretary :

Roy CAMPBELL, A.C.LS.,
1155 Beaver Hall Square,
Montreal

February 28th, 1930.

Dear Sir or Mapam :—

Application has been made to the Provincial Government for
Letters Patent under Part III of the Companies® Act, incorporating the
* Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc.,” which provides for an organization
without capital stock, to be operated without profit to the Incor-
porators. This transforms the idea of the Little Theatre into a reality.

For the purpose of this letter, a Little Theatre may be regarded
as an institution in which the drama primarily, and other allied arts, if
scope and opportunity permit, may be presented free from commercial
dominance. The interpretation of drama or any other art within the
Little Theatre must have the best standards, the best judgment, and
the best talents available ; yet the Theatre Guild must see to it that
its productions are worthy of financial success and of the support
of its clientele. Public subsidy and charity are not available for the
Theatre. The Theatre must live by the patronage of its audience.

The Theatre Guild will live and succeed only if it commands
the backing of the cultured citizens of Montreal, who believe in the
dramatic form of expression as a phase of literature and of culture ;
and only insofar as this support is forthcoming will the Theatre Guild
be successful in bringing about a two-fold expansion in Canadian life :
in the one case, an enhancement of the people’s taste and understanding
of the drama as a form of literary expression ; the other, the encourage-
ment to actors and writers of plays which may be produced on a stage
not altogether dominated by financial necessity.

In the first instance, the object of the Theatre Guild is to ascertain
to what degree the interest of the public can be depended upon, and
to investigate the possibilities of securing plays suitable for production,
primarily from Canadian sources. The Guild will not overlook that
there should be reciprocity in brains ; but Canadian literary talent
should be encouraged when it is of the standard demanded by people
of taste and intelligence. Given these requisites, the Guild must demon-
strate its ability to produce plays and to find a medium through which
these productions can be placed before the Guild’s clientele.




Upon the Guild’s knowledge and understanding of what is being
done in the theatres of the world and what is possible of achievement,
will depend its success in this new undertaking. The Guild will expect
to build up an organization at whose head will be a Director of Produc-
tion, which will aim at a standard in keeping with the principles here
outlined.

The Guild will solicit the services of a group of Counsellors.
These Counsellors will be selected from those who may possess interest
and knowledge in many-sided productions; and their co-operation
and assistance will be invoked in the actual administration of the
Guild.

The Theatre Guild does not propose to limit the scope of its
work to the production of drama only. It may incorporate within its
sphere of activities, music, dancing and allied arts.

The Theatre Guild seeks the support and co-operation of all
amateur bodies within its range. It is in no way intended to supplant
them, or to interfere with their activities. On the contrary, the insti-
tution of the Theatre Guild cannot fail to help such amateur groups in
obtaining a higher level of interpretation, and to make available oppor-
tunities for the study and practice of the drama and its best methods
and standards.

To create this working organization, a group has been formed,
whose names appear on the margin of this letter. They will act as
an Advisory Board, and for the time being, an administrative one.
Through the efforts of this Board, a small group of players will be
secured who will produce, this season, at least two plays. This is an
effort to demonstrate to the public the general idea of what the Little
Theatre may accomplish ; and though perfection may not be reached
in its initial presentations, it is hoped that this exhibit will clarify in
the minds of the Theatre Guild’s prospective clientele something of
its aim and object. The plays for this season will be produced by a
company of Montreal players, enriched by one or two who have gained
experience in the larger world ; but this does not mean that the Guild
will depart from its ultimate aim, to procure only Canadian players
who have proved their ability.

Through the courtesy and co-operation of McGill University, the
Guild has secured the use of Moyse Hall for certain dates in the months
of March and April for the production of these plays. This does not
mean that the Guild may expect the continued use of Moyse Hall, as
the number of McGill activities preclude this, so that a permanent
home for the Theatre Guild is a matter for the future. Further informa-
tion respecting these plays will be given in advance of their dates.




The By-Laws of the Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc., will provide
that the membership shall consist of :—
1. Sustaining Members, who will pay $25 initial fee, plus $10
annually.

2. Associate Members, who will pay a fee of $5 annually.

3. Any other class of membership which the Guild by By-law
may establish.

The Guild must of necessity provide for some degree of financial
support, irrespective of performances, as some fixed expense will be
entailed. Further, the Guild is desirous of invoking as widespread an
interest and patronage as possible ; hence the establishment of mem-
bership fees.

The honour of your patronage and co-operation is requested,
and you are asked to fill out and sign the Application for Membership
in the Theatre Guild of Montreal, which is attached.

On behalf of the Advisory Board,

Roy Cawmeprrr, Fsq..
SecreTarY, THEATRE GUILD OF MoONTREAL, INC.,
1155 Beaver Harr Square,

MoONTREAL

Please enter my name as a Sustaining Member of the Theatre Guild of

Associate
Montreal, Inc. I enclose e e PP N S O Sl L T Dollars
($ 00/I00) covering éﬁﬁfﬁl fee for the year 1930.

NOTE:

K fesubers o the -Guild il B sicccded 0T e e NI R L
booking privileges prior to public sale

of tickets.
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Advisory Board:

E. W. BEATTY, K.C.

Sik ARTHUR W. CURRIE,
G.C.M.G., K.CB.

SIkR ANDREW MACPHAIL, KT., M.D.
F. E. MEREDITH, K.C.

L1-CoL. HERBERT MOLSON, C.M.G.
PrOF. EDOUARD MONTRETIT
Frank M. Ross

Hon. JusTice E. FABRE-SURVEYER

HowArD MURRAY, O.B.E.
Convenor

Secretary :

Roy CAMPBELL,

1155 Beaver Hall Square,
Montreal

February

Dear Sik oR MADAM :—

Application has been made to the Provincial Government for
Letters Patent under Part III of the Companies’ Act, incorporating the
** Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc.,” which provides for an organization
without capital stock, to be operated without profit to the Incor-
porators. This transforms the idea of the Little Theatre intoa reality.

For the purpose of this letter, a Little Theatre may be regarded
as an institution in which the drama primarily, and other allied arts, if
scope and opportunity permit, may be presented free from commercial
dominance. The interpretation of drama or any other art within the
Little Theatre must have the best standards, the best judgment, and
the best talents available ; yet the Theatre Guild must see to it that
its productions are worthy of finanecial success and of the support
of its clientele. Public subsidy and charity are not available for the
Theatre. The Theatre must live by the patronage of its audience.

The Theatre Guild will live and succeed only if it commands
the backing of the cultured citizens of Montreal, who believe in the
dramatic form of expression as a phase of literature and of culture ;
and only insofar as this support is forthcoming will the Theatre Guild
be successful in bringing about a two-fold expansion in Canadian life ;
in the one case, an enhancement of the people’s taste and understanding
of the drama as a form of literary expression ; the other, the encourage-
ment to actors and writers of plays which may be produced on a stage
not altogether dominated by financial necessity.

In the first instance, the object of the Theatre Guild is to ascertain
to what degree the interest of the public can be depended upon, and
to investigate the possibilities of securing plays suitable for production,
primarily from Canadian sources. The Guild will not overlook that
there should be reciprocity in brains ; but Canadian literary talent
should be encouraged when it is of the standard demanded by people
of taste and intelligence. Given these requisites, the Guild must demon-
strate its ability to produce plays and to find a medium through which
these productions can be placed before the Guild’s clientele.




Upon the Guild’s knowledge and understanding of what is being
done in the theatres of the world and what is possible of achievement,
will depend its success in this new undertaking. The Guild will expect
to build up an organization at whose head will be a Director of Produc-
tion, which will aim at a standard in keeping with the principles here
outlined.

The Guild will solicit the services of a group of Counsellors.
These Counsellors will be selected from those who may possess interest
and knowledge in many-sided productions; and their co-operation
and assistance will be invoked in the actual administration of the
Guild.

The Theatre Guild does not propose to limit the scope of its
work to the production of drama only. It may incorporate within its
sphere of activities, music, dancing and allied arts.

The Theatre Guild seeks the support and co-operation of all
amateur bodies within its range. It is in no way intended to supplant
them, or to interfere with their activities. On the contrary, the insti-
tution of the Theatre Guild cannot fail to help such amateur groups in
obtaining a higher level of interpretation, and to make available oppor-
tunities for the study and practice of the drama and its best methods
and standards.

To create this working organization, a group has been formed,
whose names appear on the margin of this letter. They will act as
an Advisory Board, and for the time being, an administrative one.
Through the efforts of this Board, a small group of players will be
secured who will produce, this season, at least two plays. This is an
effort to demonstrate to the public the general idea of what the Little
Theatre may accomplish ; and though perfection may not be reached
in its initial presentations, it is hoped that this exhibit will clarify in
the minds of the Theatre Guild’s prospective clientele something of
its aim and object. The plays for this season will be produced by a
company of Montreal players, enriched by one or two who have gained
experience in the larger world ; but this does not mean that the Guild
will depart from its ultimate aim, to procure only Canadian players
who have proved their ability.

Through the courtesy and co-operation of McGill University, the
Guild has secured the use of Moyse Hall for certain dates in the months
of March and April for the production of these plays. This does not
mean that the Guild may expect the continued use of Moyse Hall, as
the number of McGill activities preclude this, so that a permanent
home for the Theatre Guild is a matter for the future. Further informa-
tion respecting these plays will be given in advance of their dates.




The By-Laws of the Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc., will provide
that the membership shall consist of :—

1. Sustaining Members, who will pay $25 initial fee, plus $10
annually.

[

Associate Members, who will pay a fee of $5 annually.

Any other class of membership which the Guild by By-law
may establish.

(%]

The Guild must of necessity provide for some degree of financial
support, irrespective of performances, as some fixed expense will be
entailed. Further, the Guild is desirous of invoking as widespread an
interest and patronage as possible ; hence the establishment of mem-
bership fees.

The honour of your patronage and co-operation is requested,
and you are asked to fill out and sign the Application for Membership
in the Theatre Guild of Montreal, which is attached.

On behalf of the Advisory Board,

Convenor.
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lay 2nd, 1930.

Dear Sir or Madam:

2
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lateness of the
production (being

will be made this
on 1930-31,

Th ont the Guild will e
at least four, and possibly five productions in Englisl
offered approximately:-

November
in December

3

T4 2o 2 e onum A
It is intended

February.

t0 inaugurate, for the benefit of its
merbers, the publication o rticles indicating the trend of modern drama; work
being done at other centres by Little Theatres; and, in general, informing the
members of theatre activities, and of the Guild’s own work and expectations.

with this deci
the Guild, as they may be advised from time to time of its character and scope.

Very truly yours,
HM/FM ROY CAMPBELL
Secretary




October 8th, 1930.

To the Directors,
Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc.

The plans of the Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc., for
the Season 1930-31, are in process of formation.

It is intended to present at least four, and probably
six, productions during the Season. Moyse Hall has been secured for
four of these during the weeks of:

October 27th - November lst, incl.
Jamuary 5th - January 10th, 2
March 23rd - March 28th, e
April 27th - May 2nd, i

For the additional productions, other theatres or halls
will need to be secured.

As to the services of a Director of Production, no one has
yet been secured, although one or two have been considered, and in the
case of Mr. Walter Sinclair, discussions have been held with him. It
is felt that it might be possible to get through this Season without
incurring this expense, awaiting the time when the Guild will be in a
strong financial position, which will be brought about when the membership
is augnmented. In the meantime, Miss Marthe Allan remains as Producing
Director.

The Theatre Guild of Montreal, through its Educational
Committee, in conjunction with the Department of Extra-Mural Relations at
McGill University, bas made an arrangement with Miss Gwendolen Wadley,
of London, England, to carry on a number of classes in Voice Production
and Diction during the coming Winter. Miss Wadley is an Associate of
the London Academy of Music in Elocution, and a Golé Medallist of that
institution. The Theatre Guild players will have the services of Miss
Wadley at their disposal during the season. Announcements regarding
classes have been sent to the Members of the Theatre Guild of Montreal,
and if the enrolment warrants it, a special evening class will be formed
composed of Members of the Guild.

At present the membership consists of 127 Sustaining and
210 Associate Members. Work is being done to bring in additional
members with fair success, and. it is felt that the Winter's demonstration
on the part of the Guild will bring about increased interest.




Efforts are being made for greater publicity through the Press
and in the preparation of articles applying to not only the Guild's activities,
but to dramatic production in general.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.
McGill University,
MONTREAL.
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The Theatre Guild

T HE foundation work done b -
gives signs of bearing substantial fr1 it. There has been ma« ‘mam—.
fest d marked increase in the scope of interest te by the public, d
most gratifying, while the indications
prochement between the Guild and
those interested in the Little 1 nent than it was possible to
fect in the limited time availabl season.

It is both the desire and ntion of those who fostered the mx
ment, that the Guild should attract to its support all who are sincerely
interested in the advancement of the theatre and in its re-establishment
in its proper place as one of the most important and influential of ou

social institutions. Wi steps are being taken which,

}
£
€L

of sweeping away

misunderstanding or misconception that may he arisen in regard to
actual design and intent of the Guild’s activities
»THE Guild will open its season this autumn on October 27, when George

Bernard Shaw’s “Heartbreak House” will be given for the first time
in Montreal, with the same acting version and cast as that used when it
was produced at the Little Theatre in Pasadena, California. This will
afford scope for the introduction of several mew acting members, and
should prove a pretty sound test of the Guild’s capacity to tackle good
drama effectively.

For the week of January 5 a revival of that ever-delightful phantasy,
“Peter Pan,” is planned. “Heartbreak House” will be given in Moyse |
Hall, but the Barrie play will be presented at His Majesty’s theatre. Other
theatres will be utilized during the season, if possible, as the character of |
the production and the prospects of public support may indicate. ,

There is a good deal of new and highly promising material available, |
both in regard to amateurs with little experience but distinct ability and |
those who have had considerable experience, and who fortunately com- |
bine marked skill with exceptional personal attractiveness. Miss Gwen- |
dolyn Woodley, who comes to Montreal with a reputation for considerable
success: in the training of voice placing and of stage deportment, will be
one of the active officials under the Guild, working also in co-operation
with the Extra-Mural department of McGill University. Other workers
who have established their claim to consideration as successful interpret-
ers of the Little Theatre idea will also be available from time to time.

L] L ] L " < L

THE guild now has its permanent office in the University Tower build-

ing, with a reception room and other departments, and thus estab-
lisheg & practical link with all those who are interested in its activities
and who will be welcomed. With its work placed upon a sound working |
basis and with the most promising outlook for the season, the Theatre |
Guild of Montreal may be said to have advanced definitely beyond the |
experimental stage. Of its future success its supporters can make sure |
by lending it their consistent and loyal support.

S. MORGAN-POWELL.
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October 19th,
1931.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal and Vice-Uhancellor,
McGill University,
MONTREAL.
Dear Sir Arthur:i:-
I enclose a memorandum
of the position of Montreal Repertory Theatre,
outlining its plan for this season. A
financial statement is also included.

Any comments or suggestions

you may care to make will be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

%%»11A»A:"(i’°A'“4ﬂ//f
/

President.

Enclosures
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for your memoraandum

regarding the plans for the Nontreal Repertory
Theatre during the coming season. I hope that
even with the limited fac il itiss we have been
able to offer this year, you will have the most
succesasful season. The v's t of Sir Barry
Jackson and Mr, Robinson of the Abbey Theatrs
should 4o much to stimulate interest in the
little theatre movement.

With kind regards,

I am,

ver yours faithfull




FIRST ANNUAL RE
of the
Board of Directors
MONTREAL REPERTORY

Submitted to the Members
held on October

The Montreal Repertory Theatre, thanks to the
courtesy of McGill Unlversity, is able to carry its dates for
his season's productions in the Moyse Hall, The activities
of the University, however, are such that the only dates
available are:

Monday, November 2nd, to Friday, November 6th,inclusive
Monday, January 4th, to Friday, January 8th,
Monday, March 28th, GOTITIORY, April 138G, i

it

No Saturday night is obtainable because of the Hall being
prepared for the use of the Church of St. Andrew & St.Paul on
Sunday morning,

Unless we are fortunate enough to be able to obtain
the use of one of the theatres, only three productions will be
presented, The first one will be "The liask and the Face", by
Luigi Chiarelli, translated and adapted for the English stage
by C.B., Fernald, In the following production, the Montreal
Repertory Theatre will be combined with the Ottawa Drama League,
with performances in Ottawa and Montreal.

The immediate aim of the Theatre continues to be the
assembling of available players, The development of an
audience must depend upon the quality of these players and the
resultant character of the performances. The Members will
understand that, while the Repertory Theatre may consider
itself fortunate in obtaining the co-operation of McGill
University, which permits the use of Moyse Hall to the extent
to which the University can spare it to us, yet the activities
of the Theatre are of necessity curtailed, The use of the
stage for rehearsals is strictly limited, two nights of the
week only being available, with three nights for performances.
It follows, therefore, that all other rehearsals must be
carrled on elsewhere, and the players must adapt themselves
to the stage itself during these two rechearsals, Furthermore,
on these two nights all matters of stage lighting and scenery
must be adjusted, making the prescntations a matter of con-
siderable difficulty, While this situation exists, and it
must continue for some time to come (under present economic
conditions) our task is one of holding together the organization
and developing players, but leaving the question of enlarged
membership and more substantial support to be taken care of in
the future, The limitation of performances this season to
three, may, under the circumstances, not be entirely detrimental,
but it precludes any wide enlargement of the Repertory Theatre's
activities,




e publicati
good move
of the memnl
left Montre

Publication. Th
year, proved to be a
active the interest

Mr, Robert Ayre has

taken to continue "The Cus"
the cost, exclusive of postage
of advertising amounted

omit the printing of "The Cue
performances are to be given,

n

Financial,
IVICLTCH lgﬁh, 1:‘ -50 9
a balancc on hand
were mailled on ”ht be
8 this wrlbtin '

s
o
a

4=
19
alrcady aggreg ti

ti;_,;
was zﬂ,l ¢ )8. ’
to only $719.
this

rted last

- Lfl(, atre .
and no steps yet been
season, It Wi ¢ Seen tha
while the procecds
may be that we will

L(‘AJ Vo

It
year,

Ivd s%o“in
nvcounts
oers, and up
‘ @ccipts

President,

especlally as but three



TNCORPAR AL
;-{\/O.‘LIJ JOATHD

MATTVTT NT ‘“YV*\ QT \YT

STATEMENT OF CASH RECE 1 AND DISBURSEI

March 10th 1930 te of corporation) to Sept

PTS

$3,775,00
3,220,00

Interest on Bank Balances

National Council of Education
Contributions to Office Lxpenses,Dec.l1l930 to
1931
Proceeds from Sale of Advertising in "The Cue"

Proceeds from S
"The Perfeot A
it

UL ckets
1w

1 2,021,44

rogramme Advertising 116,00

"Candida" *,781

"The Constant Wife" B 70

Rela R 1,110.~?

"La Souriante Madame Beude 611,03

"The Roof" 1,101.,26 8,687,87

16,808,97

General Expense
Legal and Incorporation
Salaries
Stationery & Supplies
Rent,Electric Light and Taxes
Phones,Postage and Telegrams
Miscellaneous
Interest and Exchange

4,862,61
1 ,158,01

Production Expense
"The Perfect Alibi"
"Candida"
"The Constant Wife"
w kR
"La Souriante Madame Beudet'-
"The Roof™
Membership Meeting May 20,1931
(Two one act plays) 126,09 8,568,160
14,575,78
Furniture & Fixtures 1,144,30
Total Disbursements 15,720,008

Balance in Bank $1,088,89

Audited and Verified

(sgd) Sharp Milne & Co.,

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS.
October 22,1931,
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MONTREAL REPERTORY THEATRE, Inc.

tatement of Cash Receipts & Disbursements

From October 1, 1931 to January 31, 1932

RECEIPTS

e

Sept. 30th |
1931 Balance in Bank $1,088.89

Fees collected from Sustaining Members 1,125.00
" " " Assoclate Members
Proceeds from advertising - the "Cue"

Proceeds from sale of tickets:
"The Mask and the Face" $1,006.10
"The Cat and the Cherub" 867 .40
Theatre Party - Ritz Carlton 338.19
"The Adding Machine" __858.70 $6,103.78

DISBURSEMENTS

Rent, Electric Light & Phone 366653
Salaries 600.00
Postage & Telegranms 47 .08
General Expense 18.04
Stationery & Supplies 59.95
Printing & Mimeographing 60.44
"The Mask and the Face® 1,042.32

"The Cat and the Cherub" 762.01

Theatre Party - Ritz Carlton 37780
"The Adding Machine" 1,092,386 3,274.49 4,426.53

Jan. 3lst, Balance in Bank $1,877.25
1932 - i 2o oo
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MONTREA

Statement of R nd “xpemnditures

Balance imn Bank
Membarship 7 ) Lo

Rental of Equipment

EXPENDITURES -

Reat, Electric Light & Phone
Salaries
Postage

Genseral

Stationery and Supplies

satre “fqguipment

Production Zxpensess

nno‘;ﬁu
Studio Plays
Drama Festival Plays

March 351, By Balance
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April 3rd, 1933.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,

MONTREAL.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

Mr. Murray has asked me to send
you the enclosed cash statement of the Montreal
Repertory Theatre for the month of March, 1933.

Yours faithfully,

; :
i -4

N\~ -
u ¥ |1 QL‘; e -~ b

Assistant-Secretary.
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LA 3937

To

Dean MacKay

Dr.Macmillan |

please note
and return:
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865 M N O N - AVENUE, MONITREAL QU

April 19th, 1933.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
Principal and Viee-Chancellor,

McGill University,

MONTREAL.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I am obliged for your letter of the 12th.
I am very anxious, as you are, that no misunderstanding
should arise between the University and the Repertory
Theatre, so that I think it advisable to inform you of
the actual circumstances, which, I think, will acquit
M.R.T. of either neglect or discourtesy. The facts are
these:

The Dominion Drama Festival is a loosely-
bound establishment organized at Ottawa, and is presently
under the direction of Colonel H. C. Osborne. Its
purpose is to develop drama in Cenada, and it adopted
the scheme of dramatic productions with regional con-
tests and a final presentation in Ottawa.

Had money been available for proper staff
work, Osborne might have collected the names of all
amateur, semi-professional and university groups in
Canada, inviting them to participate in regional contests
through which they might win a place in the final offering
at Ottawa.

Instead of doing this, through economic
reasons, a8 much publicity as could be obtained was given
the affeir, together with directions to would-be parti-
cipants a8 to the regional centres to which they should
apply.

Montreal Repertory Theatre in this section had
nothing whatever to do with the matter, and it did not
send notices to anyone, meither did it have any authority,
either to issue invitations, or to accept or reject
applying groups.

Miss Martha Allsn is Chairman of the Western
Quebec Region and in that capacity she discussed the
affair with various people, among whom were Miss Leona

Ll

E




e

Gray of the Department of English, and Mr. Fraser Macorquodsale,
the President of the Players' Club. She was informed by

both of these persons that there was no possibility of either
of the McGill groups participating on account of examinations.
No action flowed from this, as she had no authority, although
most anxious that a University group should participate; it
was of the nature of a casual conversation.

You will agree with me I am sure that, had there been
occasion for Montreal Repertory Theatre communicating with the
University, by disposition and practice we would have sent
this notice, either to the Principal or the Dean of the Faculty
of Arts and Seience, or possibly to Dr. MacMillan as head of
the Department.

As I have already said, the organization of the
Dominion Drama Festival is a loose one, and possibly it mey be
inferred in more than one direction that Montreal Repertory
Theatre, being perhaps the most prominent of the organizations
in Montreal, might have been appointed to look after regional
elimination contests; this was not the case.

I am hopeful that this explanation will absolve us
from both neglect and discourtesy, especially the latter, which
would be an unforgivable fault had it been committed against
the University, our obligations toward which you very properly
point.

Will you be good enough to give this explanation
to the Department of English, so that they will feel assured of
the propriety of our conduct.
With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

S o f 57
L2 er g ??"

__President.










