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Radio station, C.F.G.F. Largest MOntreal station. 

tepresentative Mr. Young, called. 

Would you speak fa r 15 minu te s on a Friday 

evening, preferably next week, on any 

subject, or be interviewed? All Canada 

anxious to bear you, etc. etc. 8.30 p.m. 

Not connected with any advertising 

programme. No expense to McGill. They 

will give the time for the privilege of 

having you speak. 

It might be good for fu~Gill ???? 

Gardon Young. Y.t8.. 7806. 
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I nler-deparlmenl Correspondence 

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR; 

SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE. G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

FROM 

THE PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 

RADIO COMMISSJ)ON REPORT. 

E stab 1i shmen t of a c ha in of hi gh power nat iona1 sta t i on s 

10ca ted at sui table intergals acras s canada, exact po si tion 

determined after careful technical surTey. 

Appt. of federal commisa1. on 0 f three, assi stant 

coms. for each prov. "to carry on the business of 

broadcasting" 

Estab. trans-Can. chau broadcasting as one of first 

duties of commission. 

Advert ising limi te d to no t ma:' e than 5% of each prot?;rarj. per iod 

Location, where required and under private ownership it 

desired of as many stations of 100 watt. or under as may be 

deemed necessary for complete coverage. 

ReveJlues from license fees and advertising to be expended 

in the interests of radio. 

Just out: furnished by GAZETTE. 
Do you wish to make any oomments? 
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Tb nk you, ,no. Carveth, nd I ish to express y a ppre-

ci tion of your invitation to t ke 

of 'In _y Opinion'. 

rt in this evening' prog!' 

I h ve been aske to lve yo thi vening, my opinion 

University undergradu te -' hy re 

e 

on t 0 questions often ut to 

you oin to eolle ?' nd' t re you gettin out of college?'. I 

sup o~e those s e Question have been sked of youn ) en f or cen-

turies, and of n or t le st this past hundred years. 

11, her are my ans ers. I cam to un1v r 1ty 1th one object -

to study law. Of course 11 students don't com to college to 

study la , but nevertheless a large percent ge do come ith the 

intention of enterin professional faculty, to prepare for 1 , 
for edicine, for accountancy, for rc .1tectur J or engineering, 

for the Church, or for te ching . To get the aver ge vie of th e 

not intending to enter pr ofeRsional f culty, I asked several of 

those hom I h ve met around the campus durin ~ the ast 'le days hy 

they ever decided to co e to colle e. ny of their. ns ers ere 

neither cle r nor complete, but the commonest reply 

university educ tion is ssential to the bility to 

s that a 

a.son and t nk 

lone. Such reply cert inly ns ers that old question - hieh is 

more import nt, the r ct le med or the ental developm nt. t 

~cGill th student seems to fa.vour the developm nt of the mind rather 

than the d t ab orbed in the process. lncid nt lly, the stat ment , 
'Y'ld.,. ... 

that cGill is a e t of co unism is a creation of recreat i on ry's / 

so-c lIe br in. e may not be b shful in ying hat e think of 

the present system, nor in pointin out bat e consider its obvious 

f ults, but e ost definitely are not co unist. e object to 
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restrictions 

but bec uae 

and UDr 1r. 

e consider unjust, not bec se of th th1ng suppressed, 

uch suppr saion oes inst the r ln, ls und ocr tic 

B t let's et on lth th cond quest10n 

th actu 1 t cta 

-' t re you 

nd theories gett1n out of college?'. Be lde 

. picked up in the lecture rooms, there is th. const nt urge to investi-

ate other theori s, to dig up counter-ar nt , w1th of course, the 

e class on th ubject 

c s roo, univ rsity 

e er-const nt 

und r discus ion. 

otfers sever 1 other 

Complet ly 

dvant es 

embers of the 

part from th 

hich I don't think are offered any-

where else. e first of these ls of oourse the contacts and friend-

ships which can be made ith people trom all parts of th orld. Per

h ps thi is ther high-sounding to so of you, but if nations ot 

th orld understood one another half so ell as th ir natio Is do 

hil att ndtng university, ar ould not only be re ote, it ould be 

impossible. Th n again th r re he y extra-currlcu r ctivlties, 

lving the verage student an opportunity to find others ith i r 

r cre tion nd hobbies, nd here those. disoussion crop up hich 

unintentionally an yet irr ist bly ould the pliant br in of the 

young stud nt. So t cGill we have th. colle per, the cGill 

Daily; we have Players' Club, a chess club, deb tlng oCiety, 

a Social Problems club, various tional clubs uch s Germ n, rench, 

It lien and Spanish, as ell s Co opolit n Club. or e ery type 

of student there i s e extra-curricular ctivity. Lookln s at 

thlngs fro a pur ly ereenary polnt of vi w, 1n the e outSide 

activities you eet the men who in a fe short years 11 be th 

busines , socl 1 nd politic 1 le ders, not only of Can d , but of ny 

oth r t nations. 
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Before I for et I must ention the other b nefits extra-

curricular activities offer in the re of physic 1 t ining. ost 

of you have he rd nd seen cGill en in ction on football, hockey, 

nd other te s. If you haven't, cGi1l ill be pl yin l oronto here 

in the concludin home e of the football se son on ove ber 5th. 

The mernb rs of cGl11 te are instilled ith th alization t t 

th player of th visitln te are guests of the ~versity. ere 

the chief link is the Sc rlet Key Society, hich does everythi 

o sible to ke the visitors tee1 at o. t cGill every student 

who is physically c p ble cau tryout for our te • here are 

no imports hatever. e eng ge in s vente n int rcolle iate spor ts, 

often with several te ms in one of them, for ex pl the senior, 

intermedi te,and junior footb 11 and hockey t ams, as ell as three 

more inter-f culty sports. Those ho partiCipate in the ore strenuous 

sports are also encouraged to take up easier ones in which they can 

find pleasure and relaxation in later years. Nor must the busine s 

end of athletics be disreg rded - students h nd1 the managerial and 

business ends of all sports, thus obt inin an excellent tr ining in 

modern busine s methods. By th y, studies are not sacrificed 

on the altar of ch pionship te s here t cGill. he on great 

neees ity rl ht now t eCl1l is gymnasium. Ever Ince I first c me 

to colle e, a ost seven years ago, I ave re d the rules re srding 

the number of hours e ch eek to ba s ant in physlcal tralnlng In 

the university's general nnouncem nt, only to flnd 1ootnote st tlng 

th t these rules h ve been eu ended for the cur~ nt ession. everthe-

le ym. 1 stlll hoped for ong the tes. e re ret 

there Is not sufflciont c pit 1 to build the co plete plant necess 1'y, 



-4-

but facilitl s re provided in the lans for extensions. 

yb by th Y young broth r, no gr du tes r 

c ill, he 11 have to adher to the physic 1 tr ining rules hich 

hav been susp nded so lon. I sincerely hop so. 

ell, fter uch ramblln t 1 I h d better s rize 

y re son or co ing to college - to le rn to think for yself nd 

to t in th t thin in tor 1 • I reel ed fro colleg th 

kno ledge of speci lists in th ir fi lds, friendships t people 

from all p rts or he orld, rear tion n people 1 sim1l r 

hobbies nd a use ents, trainin in ubllc nd part1cip tic 

in sport ith sport en. I uppo e th hi hes tribute I could 

ay is that 1f nd hen I ha e son, th re ill be no he 1tntion in 

y nd ith re rd to univer ity education. He'll get one, an he'll 

t it t cGill. Good ni ht. 



(, ~ . ..... 

Thank you, r. C rv th. and y I s Y I ppreci te the 

opportunity of rticip tin in thi evening's progr e 0 "In y 

Opinion". 

r. Piper h s p inted a very ple sing picture of univer

sity life nd th advant ge 0 a university ed c tion. He pp r-

ently h s no doubts on the subject. He ha said th t if he has a 

son there ill be no hesitation 1n his mind ith regard to uni-

v rr-ity education: he ill s nd his son to colleg • 

It is quit natur 1 that ~. Piper should feel th t y: 

most fathers desire to send their sons to colle e. I ould sug est 

to r. Pip r ho ever, that it i ,ht be better to defer his decision 

until the young man Is ready to enter !cGill. It is ju t ossible 

that th v lue of a university educ tion has been str ssed too hi ly, 

both by r. iper in particular nd on this continent in )ener 1. 

Th obt inin 0 university degree h s be n th ambition of thous-

ands of en. It perh ps has been considered as an end in 

its lf r th r than a eans to n end. 

To k y point cle r, let us t ke the c se of a fath r 

ho has orked h rd all his life, ho has been a ood citizen, 0 

y or y not be college gr duste, and ho is in th proce s of 

educ tin his f 11y. He has met ith some success, but not to 

the e tent that he had ntici t d at t enty. He Is not dissati fied, 

but orty-five h can cont mplate certain mist kes that h Y 

h ve de nd cert in opportunities th t he y have missed. But 

th r is on thin t t h i c rt in of; his son is not gain to 

m k tho e mist kes or miss those opportunities, not if he c n help 

it. Hi on i ;oin to have 11 the dvantages th t he lad and 

of tho e th t he rissed. i~ son is oin, to college. 
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Thi lnvolv cert in crlfices on his p rt, b the I 

th t he h c rtaln rental res on iblllties to fUlfill; he ro

vide for hi son' future. H h n for nt d h t th be t y 

to provi e tor his on's futur i 0 send i to colI e. He y 

or not h ve consult d hi con or his on's t cher t cool. 

It y not h ve occurred to h th P rhaps h1 on do s not nt 0 

o to college, or th t if roper oc tl0 1 id ne r obt lned, 

th t it ml t possibly indic t t t hi on ou ht not to b sent to 

colI • Just b c use he b s deeid d t t he should end hi son to 

colI , nd b colI ge lif pp 1 to the son, is no sur nce 

th t the nd onay r quir d ~ght not be p nt to b tt r dv n-

e in 

Le v1n out of con ide tion the bili y to et th neeess-

y nt nc r uir ents nd to p y the nnu 1 fee , I not con-

ine d th t all ~n should loo to rd to university edu-

e tion, not unl th y t to go to co1le nd clear-cut 

i to h rofe slon or c 111n they inten to 0110. 

ft r 11, ion or occup tion 1 c 111n ; t re or 

hy not ait until the yo n f el c 11 d u on to folIo d tinlt 

prote slon or occup tion. I uni rsity Que tio is nee s ry 

to co plete hi tr inln for t t P rtlcul r pro ion or eccup tion, 

it h as ke n de ire to go to colla e nd provid d there re no 

fin ncial difficulties, by 11 ns 1 t hi o. I should v id, 

provid d the financi 1 diffic Itie ar not ins aunt bl , for if 

coIl e edue tion Is orth h vin , orth orkin for. 
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The yo n ho has to ark to help fi nce his c01l-

e e education is much ore 11k ly to pr c1ate the advent ges to 

be der1ved from it. 

It t be interesting to note in p ssin that it 1s 

perhaps or th n coinc1dence that those en pr at1sin professions 

or callings 1n whose creed the ideal of service i u permost, phys-

1c1 ns, sur'eons, te chers, scinnt1 ts an r se rc - orkers, are s 

class th ost h ppy and content d in the pursuit of the1r life' 

ork, nd that for the pl~p r r inin for thos prof ion or 

c llings university educ tion 1s necess1ty. 

I s p'rticul rly 1 pressed ith r. iper's opinion 

of the v lue of colle e education. Un oubtedly he has a full 

ppreciat10n of t I e opportuniti fforded to an under radu te a 

cG1ll for the acquisition of learning and for cultur 1 development. 

Like 1se, it 1s th t he is tak1ng full adv nt of the 

opportunities tforded. 

In y opinion there i~ difference bet een le rni · or 

educ tion, nd culture. Educ tion mi t b ~efined a the sy te tic 

develop ent nd cultivation of th mind. I be~ins in the nur ery, 

goes on at chool and college nd continues throu~out 11 'e hether 

e 111 or not. Culture, on the oth r hand, i ht be d fined as 

the i prove nt and refine ent 0 he 1nd, ls nd ste. 

Le rn1 , strictly pe kIng, h s n t11n to ith ent 1 velop-

nt p rt fro th c p city to cquire nd er, and noth1n 

h t v r to 0 1th th t 1 10 nt hich is included in 

cduc tion in it tUllest sens. It 1 po ibIs or n to b 

educat d n 1 rne nd yet no cultured. Of n c s 1ty the f1r~t 



d pr1 ry object 0 college educ tio 1 t e u1 itio of 

1 rnin, nd ore p rtic larl h t le rnin hie i 1 prop rly 

e u1p the stu nt for his life' ork. condly b t not s cond ry, 

there is the cultur 1 nd oci 1 ide of colI uc ion. n 

t t, in y 0 inion, is ost import nt. In r et, I b 11 e t 

n too ny unl rs1tles th cquisition of le rnin h s b n 

unduly tr sed nd the v lu of culture ov rloo • Th tr dltion 

of culture i th olid round upon whieh un1 rs1ty shoul b 

founded, and 1t u t co s hock to th uc tio 1i t en h 

i old th t unlv r~1tie should e only pr ctic 1 ubj c s, nd 

to ind that it is s neees ry to eo rce n 

into theor tical tudle • 

eGi1l Unl er ity Is fortunate In thi sp et, b in 

pri tely ndo d institution, it ne duff r no dlet tic in 

r rd to t currlcul • 

In brin ing my re rk to close, oul 1i to ssure 

r. Piper, as one ho ill shortly be joinin th r n s 

uates, th t there is still roo t the top, t is no 1 ek 

of opportunity nd t t in business and in th rof s ions, h e 

1. .. still reat need for youn men ho r prep re o ec pt 

r S 0 iblllty. 

I h ve spo en of the nt g s of' eoll duc tion. 

e pr sumption ther for Is h t tho.,e o h v d 

university h v ha dv nt s enie to tho o di not ttend 

a unlversity. If this is so tll co ity has r ht to loo to 

th univer ity and univ rstty r du te or eul nd in 11 et 1 

le dership. Th t le dars ip 0 only 1spl y 1 uni rs1 y 
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du es ccept the1r re ponslb111ti s, nd t ke n intelllgent 

interest in iol 1, provincial an eder 1 ff irs. Citizensh1p 

in a de 00 oy is both res onsib111ty. 

Onc or, • C r eth, t nk 0 for your Invl-

t tlon to t k P rt in this e. 
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Sir rthur Cur'rie, 

McGill University, 

Montreal. 

ear ir: 

,lontl"eal, Nov. 9, 1922. 

Tews dispatches announce the visit to this city of 

Admiral Sinuns. 

In view of his popularity in this country, we take 

the liberty of inviting Admil~al Sinuns to aO.dress the 

scores of thousands in Canada, anxious to hear and unabl 

to see him, list ning to our radio broadcasting station. 

de luuld be doubly honored if you could accompany 

your American friend, and, incidentally, introduce him 

yourself to our great unseen audience. 

fe leave to you the choice of the hour ann date. 

Hoping th.t our invitation will he favore( l)y you and 

accepted by both, we are, 

Yours very truly, 

Radio Broadcasting Station 

JNC/GCP 



J. • Cartier, Ee •• 

ovo b r 
Thlrt nt 

1922. 

annger. Radio Broadoasting Station, 
La Pross • 
Montreal. 

Dear} r. Cartier:-

I hould have aokno ledged your 
letter of 10vember 9th before. but I foun that, 
owing to the engage ents of Admiral fl s during 
his t 0 da f iait to the Oity, it would b 
impo6s1bl for him to oomply 71th your request to 
spes. a message for radio broadoc ti~g. 

The Admiral has ohnrge me to express 
to you his regrets. 

Yours faithfully. 

Prinoipal. 
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328 SHERBROOKE ST. W. UP. 4101 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

MONTREAL, ... Apr1l .... 3.9 ... .l.925 .. ............. .. . 

Col. Bovey, 
McGill Universitf, 

Montr ea 1, Q.ue. 

Dear Sir: 

At a. meeting of the Students' Council held on 
Saturday last we received a communication from the Radio 
Club asking the Council to meet a deficit which they had 
incurred, in amount $15.00. They stressed in their letter 
the amount of publioit.1 whioh they had given to University 
oonoerts, football games and activities in general. 

The Council voted them the required amount, but 
asked me to write to you to see if you would be willing to 
meet half of this alOOunt from t he publicity fu.nds of the 
University. 

Trust ing the.t this may meet with your approval. 

Yours very truly, 

Secretary • 

GF/MH 
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THE CANADIAN 

RADIO LEAGUE 

OBJECTS 

11 FORMATION 

NATIONAL SUPPORT 

Jan., 1931 

-:-

Address of the Hon. Secy. 

110 Wellington Street, Ottawa 



Rt. Hon. Arthur Meighen: 
"If left to private enterprise like the magazines 
and the moying picture , it is bound to cater to 
the patronag-e that will reflect in dividends for 
the stockholders. That is sound C0I11111crcialh' , but 
it will never achieve the best educational ends ... 
. . . . Xobody \\'ho is the father of a family like 
myself will disagree with the statement that the 
educational features of radio in Canada arc opcn 
to Yast improvement. 
.... The amount of fodder that is the antithesis 

of intellectual that comes oYcr our radios is ap
palling while the selection of material for hroad
casting remains in commcrcial hands." 

Col. J. H. Woods: (former president Can. Chambers 
of Commerce). 

"Under existing conditions Canadian business 
suffers both from lack of adequate broatlcasting 
coyeragc and from cxtensive Amcrirall radio ad
vcrtising \\'ith which wc are not able to compete. 
Canada urgently requires :;.J'ational Broadcasting 
System capable of covering whole Canadian 
field." 

Dr. E. H. MacMillan, F.R.C.O.: (Principal, Toronto 
Conscrvatory of Music) 

"There is no doubt in my mind that there is 
ahundant material of a first-class quality in Can
ada to provide as fine radio performances as 
could bc wished for. A grcat deal of it is un
organized, and lacking in financial backing, 
which might be nccessary to ach ievc the best 
results." 

2 



Dr. Lee DeForest: 

"As the so-called 'father of radio broadca ting' I 
wish again to rai e my voice in most earnest pro
test against this revolting state of affairs. The 
present all too marked tendency of the broadcast 
chains and of many indh'idual station to lower 
their bars to the g;eed of direct advertising will 
rapidly II'ork to sap the life-blood and de troy 
the greatest usefulness of thi magnificent new 
means of contact which "'e engineers have so 
laboriously toiled to uphuild and to perfect." 

Judge Ira E. Robinson: (Chairman U. . Radio Com
mission) 

In referring to the monopoly of D.S. radio now 
being formed by a single group, said: 

"This group by its power and influence is so 
subtle and effective as to portend the greatest 
danger to the fundamentals of American republi
can government. No greater issue presents itself 
to the citizenry. \ monopol ~ of mere property 
may be bad. hut a monopoly of the voice and the 
expre sion of the people is quite a different 
thing." 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CANADIAN 
RADIO LEAGUE 

Sir Robert A. Falconer, President, University of Toronto. 
Hector McInnes, K.C., Halifax. 
E. J. Tarr, K.C., Winnipeg. 
Mrs. H. F. McLeod. Fredericton. Provincial Pres. LO.D.E. 
W. M. Birks, Montreal. Past President, Canadian Chambers of 

Commerce, Past President, Montreal Board of Trade. 
Louis St. Laurent, President, Canadian Bar Association. 
Col. Hugh Osier, \Vinnipeg. President, Osier, Hammond \'1 

Nanton. 
Hon. N \\' Rowell. K.C. Toronto. President, Toronto General 

Trusts. 
Or W. Harvey Smith. Winnipeg. President, British Medical 

Association. 
Tom Moore. President Trades \'1 Labour Congress of Canada, 

Director Canadian National Railways. 
Senator Cairine Wilson, Ottawa. 
Fred N. Southam, Montreal. President, Southam Publishing 

Company. 
H. W. Wood, Calgary, President, United Farmers of Alberta, 

Director. Canadian \Vheat Pool. 
Mrs. J. A. Wilson, President, National Council of Women. 
General Sir Anhur Currie. Montreal. Principal McGill Univer

sitv. Director, Bank of Montreal. 
Canon Emile Chartier, Vice-Rector, University of Montreal. 
Dr. R. C. Wallace. President, University of Alberta, President, 

Association of Canadian Clubs. 
Lady Kingsmill. Ottawa. 
Col. J. H. Woods, Calgary, Past President, Canadian Chambers 

of Commerce. 
Mrs. John A. Stewart, Perth, Past President. Imperial Order of 

the Daughters of the Empire. 
Dr. Edouard Montpetit, Secretary-General. University of 

Montreal. 
Monseigneur Camille Roy, Rector, Laval University. Past 

President, Royal Society. 
Dr. A. H. Moore, President. University of King's College. 

Nova Scotia. 
Col. O. M. Biggar, K.C .. Ottawa. 
Or Stanley Mackenzie. President, Dalhousie University. 



, ATIO, AI. COU. 'CIL-Continued 
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"There IS unammlly on one fundamental question: Canadian 
radio listeners want Canadian broadcasting." 

-from Report of Royal Commission on Radio Br,oadcasting. 

WHY THE LEAGUE WAS FOUNDED 

The League was founded in response to a wide
spread demand throughout Canada for the impro\'e
ment of the present radio situation. The League, in 
effect, is the organ ized expression of people in all 
parts of Canada \\'ho feel that radio broadcasting is 
not being fully and efficiently used as an instrument 
for the cultivation of national public opinion, of pub
lic entertainment, of the development of musical and 
dramatic talent; that under existing conditions, with 
station dependent upon limited advertising revenue, 
the Canadian listener is coming increasingly under 
the influence of American commercial broadcasting, 
to the detriment of Canadian national interests and 
Canadian business. 

The League accepts the general principle of the 
report of the Royal Commission on Radio Broadcast
ing-namely broadcasting as a public service-but is 
not entirely in accord with all the recommendations 
of that report, ancl has amendments to offer with 
respect to financing, the establishment of the national 
directorate, the selection of the provincial advisory 
hodies, and local broadcasting. 
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OBJECTS 

To adyocate the operation of Canadian broad
casting as a national public service. 

To support the e tahlishment of a Canadian 
radio broadcasting . company with the powers of a 
private corporation and the functions of a public 
utility. 

To urge the appointment of the most competent 
directorate and personnel for this company. 

To encouraae the organization and development 
of Canadian talent for radio programmes. 

To urge the consideration of local as ,yell as pro
vincial and national broadcasting. 
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RESULTS OF CANADIAN RADIO ON AN 
ADVERTISI NG BASIS 

1. Why the competitive system of privately owned 
stations has failed to give Canadians high grade 
Canadian radio service. 

Ca) Canadian owncrs operating for adverti ing 
revenue cannot afford to build high power tations or 
to give high grade programmes to compete with 
powerful United State stations since they are limited 
by the comparative smallness of their market. 

There is more than five times as much broadcast
ing power in the city of Chicago alone as there is in 
the whole of Canada. Canada has onlv threc tation 
of as high power as 5000 watt -one' owncd by thc 
Government of ~Ianitoba, onc by Goodcrham and 
Worts, disti llers, Toronto, onc hy La Pressc, 1\lon
trea l. 

These privatc broadcasters are obliged to make 
profitablc arrangements with i\ merican advertising 
chains whereby as much as 60 j)cr cent of the pro
grammes given by thcm are in rcality ;'clay ' from 
the U. . 

(b) These disadvantages are aggravated by ex
pensive duplication of stations. \Vhere, as in Toronto 
and Vancouver, there arc more tations than wave
lengths and the e \"ave-Icngths must be shared, all 
stations must ncvertheless maintain fu ll-time equip
ment and staff for which, necd less to say, the public 
must ul timately pay. 

e c) If the competitive system is retained it may 
involve duplication on a huge scale through the com
petition of the two railways. The c.P.R. is planning 
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to develop a high power y tern for advertising and 
revenue purpo eS. It mu t be remembered that com
petiti\'e building will be paid for by the Canadian 
public. 

(d) Private radio service covers only areas pro
fitable from an advertising point of view. Canadians 
living out of the radiu of large centres are deprived 
of Canadian radio and countless mall places have to 
rely on American broadcasts almost exclusively. The 
attached maps will show how only three out of five 
Canadian families are erved with even such Canadian 
programmes a we have at present. 

Canadians living in the better served centres are 
under a moral obligation to the pioneers who serve on 
the outskirts of our country. 

(e) The overloading of programmes with direct 
advertising matter i one of the most objectionable 
features of the present service. 

(f) The co t to the consumer under a private 
owner hip system is too great. It is estimated, for 
example. that in the D.S. the radio con umer pays 
indirectly an a\'erage of $20 per annum for his radio 
services. In Great Britain under a state-o\\'ned sys
tem the license fee of ten shillings ($2.50) covers a 
year's radio entertainment of a high order and 
variety. 

(g) Existing stations cannot provide an adequate 
coast-to-coast system for relaying continental and 
British programmes. British broadcasting is organ
ized on a national basis and has achieved the highest 
standard in the English-speaking world for educa-
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tional. dramatic and other broadca ts. Germany, also 
hroadcasting on a puhlic service basis. has much to 
offer in the way of music and opera. Canada wants 
a coast-to-coast high power service that can make 
these broadcasts availahle to her. At present even 
the C.KR. the principal organization that offers a 
regular All-Canada broadcast, can only afford, on a 
commercial basis, to supply two hours a week. 

(h) Private stations in Canada have failed to 
provide adequate studio and research staffs so neces
sary for evolving a hroadcasting technique suitable 
to the educational, dramatic and musical needs of 
hroadcasting in a country with special geographical 
and other conditions. 

2. Canadian national integrity and Canadian busi
ness is being threatened by growing American con
trol of Canadian radio. The Canadian air is becoming 
as American as the theatre and motion picture. 

(a) Canadian stations are depending more and 
more on relay broadcasting from American radio 
stations. The Gooderham and 'Worts, distillers, station 
in Bowmanville (CKG\V) with which the Toronto 
Telegram is associated, and the La Presse (CKAC) 
station in Montreal now have arrangements with the 
N.B.C. and the Columbia chains, the American pri
vately-owned radio interests. Under Canadian private 
ownership Canadian radio will become an integral 
part of the American radio field. 

(h) At present four-fifths of the radios listened 
to in Canada comes from American sources. Some 
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of thee programmes are of excellent .quality, and ",ill 
al",avs he desired. but many definitely tend to in
fluence detrimentally the chat:acter and institutions of 
the Canadian people. Furthermore. Canadian musical 
and other talcnt is being neglected and its yalue mini
mized. 

(c) The motion picture and the theatre have 
largel) become the 111onopoly of American commer
cial enterprise and there is grave clanger that this 
last instrumcnt of general culture and entertainment, 
radio. ",ill fall under the control of, to some extent, 
tl1· same American corporations. 

(d) Canadian business i losing tremendously 
from thi American domination of the Canadian 
advertiing field. Canadian advertisers not being 
able to afford high po\\'er . tations are not in a posi
t ion to compete. 

U. S. advertisers literally dump advertising pro
grammes through their relay stations in Canada. By 
this is meant the American adYertisers, having covered 
their o\\'n territory. and having thus paid for the 
musicians and others retained hy them can cover the 
Canad ian territory through their relay stations in 
Canada at no additional programme cost. 

e e) Canada has only been "allotted" six of the 
ninety-six wave-lengths available for broadcasting and 
two of the e are almost exclusively used by stations 
such as "La Presse" and C;ooclerham and \Vorts. re
laying American programmes. Many of the best 
broadcasting hours are being handed over to Ameri
can exploiters of the Canadian advertising field. 
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WHY A SINGLE NATIONAL SYSTEM IS 
DESIRABLE 

Becaue it depends on a limited number of wave
length. and therefore duplication mean waste and 
confusion. Almost every European country ha. con
centrated the right to broadca t in one national 
authority. 

Because of the co t. PriYate enterprise, even 
private monopoly, cannot afford an adequate coast
-to-coast system without linking up with American 
advertising interests. 

Because it is a potent instrument of national cul
ture, entertainment, and education. 

Because private enterprise is not primarily in
terested in the development of Canadian national 
ideals, taste, or education. The first aim is naturally 
to sell. 

Because Canada ought to have stations powerful 
enough to reach every Canadian home. Thickly 
populated centres now to some extent served should 
consider their obligations to those who live out of 
the present radio field. 

Because Canada ought to be in a position to obtain 
and relay to every part of the country the best pro
grammes from Europe as well as from the V.S. 

Because und er the existing ystem Canadian ad
vertisers have insufficient "coverage", due to the 
small-power of the tations. 
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Because Canadian business ought to have the 
opportunity to broadcast without the huge expense 
of erecting its own stations. 

Becau e the deyelopment of the technique of 
broadcasting and its potentialities, such as television 
can only be hastened by pooling resources for ade
quate re earch. 

Because the possibility of development in the 
years ahead, notably in teleyisioll, is too vast to be 
left to the hazard of passing into the hands of private 
controllers in a foreign country. 
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THE ROYAL COMMISSION'S PLAN 

The Royal Commission ,,,as constituted "to ex
amine into the broadcasting situation in the Dominion 
of Canada and to make recommendations to the 
Government as to the future administration, manage
ment, control and financing thereof." This Commis
sion was headed by Sir John Aird, President of the 
Bank of Commerce. Associated with him were 
Charles Bowman, Editor of the Ottawa "Citizen", 
.Augustin Frigon, Director-General of Technical 
Education, Province of Quebec, and Donald Manson, 
Chief Inspector of Radio, Dominion Government (as 
Secretary) . ir John and his Commission toured 
Canada, the United States, Europe and the British 
Isles, making an exhaustive study of the methods of 
radio control am! administration in use. Their re
port advocates a system which would combine the 
advantages of a private company with those of a 
public service. The following are some of the main 
features of the unanimous report. 

(1) Broadcasting to he placed on basis of public ser
vice; stations to be owned and operated by one 
national company; programmes of provincial utility 
to be supervised by a provincial director and advis
ory council. 

(ll) The Kational Company (Canadian Radio Broad
casting Co.) not to be a government department, but 
to be vested with powers of private enterprise and 
functions of the public utility. 

(Ill) High power stations powerful enough to cover 
the whole settled area to be erected, supplemented hy 
local stations when needed. 
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(1\') That expcnditure for operation and mainten
ance he met by a license fec of $3.00, reyenue from 
rental of time for indirect adYertising, and. if found 
necesary, an annual subsidy from the Federal gov
ernmcnt. Of the $2.500,000 needed annually to main
tain the proposed service $1,500,000 can he expected 
from license fees. and $700,000 to $1.000,000 from 
ind irect ad vertising revenue. 

(\') That Canadian business be given adequate time 
to broadcast for advertising purposes at reasonable 
rates, thi'i adyertising to take the form of good-will 
broadcasts of sponsored programmes. 

(Y1) That time be made availahle for educational 
work, the character of thi~ work to depend on the 
provincial authority in conjunction with the repre
sentatives of all important provincial bodies in
terested in education. 

(VII) That every facility should be given to permit 
of chain hroadcasting by all stations or in groups. 

(VIII) That, in religious broadcasting, attacks upon 
doctrines or leaders of other religions be prohibited. 
That political broadcasting he restricted by an agree
ment het ",een the parties. 
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COMMENT 

(I) It is apparent that under a national sy tem which 
would reach everyone, practically every Canadian 
family would ultimately become a listener. If there
fore the number of listening units rose to onc million, 
the whole cost of upkeep would be met by the license I 
fees. Money from advertising could then be used for 
new developments. 

(II) It will be seen that this plan proposes in no 
way to undermine or interfere with provincial rights 
or commercial privileges. 

(Ill) The element of competition has not been 
eliminated. Rivalry between advertisers oyer the 
same y tem can he counted on to raise the standard 
of good-will programmes. 

(IV) Canadian advertisers, such as the C.N.R., the 
c.P.R., and the Imperial Oil would be able to rent 
time on these stations without the cost of maintain
ing expensive equipment. 

(V) The plan provides for the limitation of political 
broadcasting by an arrangement mutually agreed on 
by the political parties. This would mean that poli
tical broadcasting would be limited by previous agree
ment rather than by available funds as at present. 
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MAP 1. 

PRESENT BROADCASTING POWER AND COVERAGE 
(For actual figures of power by cities , and coverage see Appendix) 

Map I. Shows the range of existing Capadlan broadcast in g stations. The 
circles r epresent the assured normal dayhght range. It w ill be noticed how 
t he larger stations are near the centres of population, wh ere the best advertis
in g ma rket is found. and how whole areas oC Canada are outside the range oC 
Canadian stations. The list of stations and their power is further evidence or 
these conditions. It il'< also true that where there are the mO$t Canadian 
stations there ar<' the most licenRPd li~tener •. 





MAP II. 

AREAS OF CANADA COVERED BY U.S. STATIONS 
( For ac tu a l figures of power of U .S . sta t ions covering Ca n a da, se e A ppendi x) 

Map 11. Shows the r a n ge of grou ps of American stations in Canadian territory. It wi ll he 
n o ti ced h ow t he whole settled arcfl. of Canadfl. is covered by .\ mcl'ican ~tations . . \ comral'isoll 
between map I and n , and of the power of the station", will demonstrate how much the Cana
dian ai r h as become American. A t least nine .\ merican cities have more broadcasting !low!'r 
t han a ll the stations in Canada. comhined. The power of the American stations r!'aching 
Canada i s more than 675,000 watt~. All the stations in Canada combined have legs than 
35,000 wat t s. 



MAP III 

COVERAGE OF A NATIONAL SYSTEM 

Map Ill. Shows the general loc.-ation and assured daylight range of the Canadian broadcasting 
Rystem proposed by the Aird reJlort. ThE: whole settled area of Canada would be reachc(l by 
such a system. Such a system would bind the whole country together. It would not exclude 
American programmes, but would ofTer every Canadian the opportunity of hearing Can:ulian 
programmes if he preferred. This map shows the full devclopment of the Aird proposal. Thl' 
('anadJan Radio League realizes howe\'er thr>t immediate erection of the complete system may 
not, at the present time, be feasibie. 



POSSIBILITIES OF A NATIONAL SYSTEM OF 
RADIO OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL 

(a) As an instrument of national unity. Under 
a nationally-controlled system exchange broadcast 
could be arranged. For instance, Quebec could 
exchange programs with British Columbia, the 11ari
times \\'ith the Prairies. Sectional points of view 
could thus be aired in a friendly way. 

Kational and proyincial broadcasts would be a 
tremendous factor in developing a strong Canadian 
consciousness in new settlers. At present it is a pre
dominently American influence that is reaching these 
immigrants. 

anadian problems could be discussed pro and 
con by able and informed speakers. 

(b) As an instrument of Imperial and inter
national co-operation. The Imperial Conference and 
the League of Nations sessions could, for instance. be 
relayed across Canada. European nations are eager 
to cooperate \\'ith Canada in this exchange of broad
casting. ome of the operatic. dramatic and orches
tral hroadcasts from Berlin, Vienna. Prague, etc., are 
the finest in the world. Canada could indeed well 
hecome the medium for such broadcasting on the 
?\orth American continent. 

(c) As a way of disseminating information of 
practical value to the Canadian farmer, housekeeper, 
and fisherman. In Great Britain talks on agriculture 
are proving a great boon to the farmer, and the work 
now being carried on by several Canadian universities 
has proved most u eful. 
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(d) As an instrument of education. In this con
nection the radio is being- used sllccessfully in Great 
Britain to supplement the teaching especially in 
schools with a small staff; 6000 English schools use 
the radio courses in geography, literature, history, 
languages, etc., as a regular part of their \\·ork. In 
Canada the Universities of Alberta, :NIanitoba, McGill, 
\Vestern, Acadia, and other Univer ities have already 
made great progress in this direction but are limited 
through lack of funds and equipment. Radio can be 
a tremendous benefit to remote country schools and 
for extension cour es. 

The French language could be taught over the 
radio, as is being done in England and Germany. 

(e) As a way of raising the level of public enter
tainment. If a ll the money used to equip stations 
were pooled to avoid expen ive duplication it is ob
\'ious that much could be done to improve the char
acter of musical dramatic and other entertainment. 
Furthermore programmes of a distinctly Canadian 
character would be possible. 

This does not mean that the best foreign and 
American programmes would be excluded-Rather it 
would ensure that all listeners could hear them. 

A national broadcasting system would imply a 
national orchestra, and when television is perfected, 
a national theatre. 

(f) As an asset to Canadian business. Canadian 
national advertisers would have the advantage of be
ing able to reach every prospective customer over an 
entirely Canadian owned system. 
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Canadian broadcasts of a distinctive character 
would be the best possible advertisement. for Canada 
in the U.S. 

(g) Centralization of revenue ana facilities would 
make possible extensive research and the steady de
velopment of a broadcasting technique suited to 
Canadian conditions. 
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RADIO LEAGUE PROPOSALS 

J. FL T:\i\CL TG THE CO;'lP.\~Y 
The Royal Commission advocated that a high 

power chain of seven 50,000 watt stations together 
with four supplementary stations of 5000 watt power 
he erected and maintained by the propo ed national 
company. 

The capital expenditure involved in this plan is 
estimated at $3,225,000. The amount necessary to 
indemnify the existing owners is, say, $1,000,000. 
This \yould make a total capital charge on the 
national company of about $4,225,000. 

The cost of maintaining this system is estimated 
at $2,500,000 yearly. This, together with the annual 
interest charg-e on the capital expenditure of $190,125 
would comprise an annual maintenance charge of 
$2.690,125. 

The revenue estimated by the Commission to 
defray these upkeep costs was $900,000 from license 
fees (a $3.00 license fee), and $700,000 from adver
tising. the remainder to be met by a subsidy. 

These estimates were made some time ago and 
since that time several factors have changed: 

(a) The cost of broadcasting equipment has gone 
down; 

(b) the number of listeners has risen from approxi
mately 300,000 to approximately 500,000; 

(c) More advertising can be counted on fr0111 
national advertisers since several additional big 
companies have recently realized the value of 
this method of good will advertising. 
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It is therefore rea on able to estimate the revenue 
possibilities anew. $1.500.000 can be expected from 
liccnse fees; easily $1.000,000 from national adver
tisers. In additi01; interest charges \yiJl he consider
ably less. 

The Radio League, howe\'er, feels, in view of the 
. Covcrnment's reduced revenue this year, that a less 

ambitiou erection plan could be worked out which 
will give comparatively good service for the time 
being with a yiew, of cour"e .to the ultimate fulfill
ment of a high-powered system. 

II. APPOn~Tl\IE~ 'T OF PERSO. '. TEL 
Ai\'D DIRECTORATE 

ub- ection (e) of .\rticle i of the League's 
Constitution: "To advocate that the personnel of this 
company be chosen with regard to considerations of 
ahility alone". 

Ill. LOCAL BROADCASTI)J(; 
ub-section (i): "To ensure that small, short

range local radio broadcasting _ tations be given con
sideration by the government in order that local needs 
may be met." 

IV. ALLOCATIOK OF WAVE LE?\GTHS 
On the subject of allocation of wave lengths 

sub-section (e) advocates "that Canada secure a min
imum of 20 wave lengths of the 96 available for 
hroadcasting on this continent as her fair proportion 
on the basi of her geographical extent." 
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At present anada has only six exclusive and 
eleven hared ,,·ave lengths for her use. The reasons 
for thi are as follows: In 1926, American commer
cial enterpri es, through a weakness in the law re
lating to the control of broadcasting, built hundreds 
of stations and were able to demand and receive wave 
lengths from the federal authorities at \Vashington. 
Among these wave lengths were those which up till 
then had been used by Canadian stations. On strong 
protest from the Canadian authorities the American 
authorities finally agreed to keep these broadcasters 
from using six \yave lengths and "allowed" Canada 
to share eleven with them. 

The Canadian authorities have in no way recog
nized this allocation a final. In Europe the alloca
tion of broadcasting wave lengths is decided by 
mutual agreement between the nation concerned, 
but as yet no proper agreement has been reached 
between the ~orth American countrie. Pre ident 
HooYer suggested that the International Joint Com
mission should discuss the question but as yet nothing 
has been done. 

One of the results of the lack of a proper conven
tion is that Mexican and other " orth American sta
tion are using Canadian wave length and interfer
ing with the reception of Canadian programmes. For 
instance, the King's speech opening the All India 
Round Table Conference was broken into at Toronto, 
Charlottetown and Regina by a 10,000 watt Mexican 
station at Reynosa operating on the same wave length 
(960 kilocycles). 

In the allocation of wave lengths, area is the 
main consideration rather than population since one 
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or two high po\yer tations in a conge ted area can 
cover effectively million of people. If she is not to 
be limited in the future, Canada need at least byenty 
wave lengths,-two for each of the provinces and 
two for national purposes. The Federal Radio Com
mission of the D.S. does not take this view, however, 
and in its Annual Report to Congress, 1928, says that 
the present allocation of broadcasting channels "is 
hased on the respective populations of the two coun
tries" and makes the comment "furthermore, the 
programmes of American stations o-jye exten ive 
service in Canada." 



NATIONAL SUPPORT 

I. Some Canadian publications favouring broad
casting as a public service, 

Alberta 
*Calgary "Herald" ................................... (Ind. Con.) 
Edmonton "Bulletin" ................................. ....... (Incl.) 
Red Deer "Advocate" ........................................ (Ind.) 
Lethbridge "Herald" ....................................... (Ind.) 
Peace River "Record" . .................................... (Ind.) 
"Alberta Farmer ....... .. ......................... (Incl. Con.) 
"u. F. A." . ..... . ...................... (Agric.) 

British Columbia 
'Victoria "Times" ....... . ................ , .. (Lib.) 
*Vancouyer "Prm·ince".. . .......................... (Ind.) 
Kelson ")Jews" .... ....... . ......................... (Con.) 
Vancouver "}licrophone" ... .. ................... (Ind.) 
Vancouver" un" . .. ...................... (Ind. Lib.) 

Manitoba 
\\'innipeg "Tribune" ... .. ...................... (Ind.) 
~Ianitoba "Free Press" ........... .. .......... : ........ (Ind.) 
"Free Pres Prairie Farmer" .............................. (Incl) 

New Brunswick 
1\lonctol1' "Tran;;cript" ............................. (Ind. Lib.) 

Ontario 
Ottawa "Citizen" ............................................ (Incl.) 
Ottawa "Journal" ...................................... (Ind. Con.) 

*Hamilton "Spectator" ............................... (Ind. Con.) 
Owen Sound "Sun Times" .............................. (Incl.) 
Br.ocb·ille "Recorder and Times" ............ (Ind. Lib.) 
Wl11dsor "Border Cities Star" ......................... (Ind.) 
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Hamilton "Herald " ......................................... (Ind ,) 
"Canadian Congress Journal" Ottawa .. ....... ... (Ind. ) 
T oronto "Leaionary" ............................. ...... ... ( Incl.) 
T oronto" aturday . ' ight" ................ ..... ......... (Ind. ) 
Hamilton "Labour ~ews" ............................. (Lab. ) 

>l'T "" (I d L'j ) . oronto . tar . ..... .. ......... . ........ .. .. .... n. 1 ). 

Toronto "Radio XC\\'s of Canada .. ............... (Radio) 
Toronto, :'lacLean Pub. Co., Publications .... (Incl .) 
Ottawa "Le Droit" .. . .................. (Ind. ) 
Ottawa "Farm Journal" ............... ..... (Can. ) 
Toronto "}.Iail and Empire" ...................... (Con. ) 
T oronto "Star ·Weekly" 

Nova Scotia 

Halifax "Chronicle" 
Halifax "Daily Star" 

Quebec 

(Lib. ) 
(Incl. ) 

~lontreal "La I atrie" ...... .... . ............... .. ... ... (Ind. ) 
110ntreal "Le Devoir" ..... ... ..... . .............. (Ind.) 
Granhy "Leader-Mail" ........................... ......... (Incl.) 

*Quehec "Le Soleil" ..... . .................................. (Lib .) 
ChiCOlltimi "Progres clu Saguenay" . .. ............ (Ind. ) 
Quebec "L'Evenement" .... ................................ ( Incl. ) 
Quebec "Chronicle-Telegraph" .. ' ............... ( Incl ) 

Saskatchewan 
Prince Albert "Herald" ........................ ......... (Incl.) 
Saskatoon "\Vestern Producer" ...... ..... ........ . (Agric.) 
Regina "Leader-Post" .............. .. ........ (In<1. Lib. ) 
S I "S PI .,' (1 I ) . as ,atoon tar- 10e111X ............................ ' n< . 

Note: *Broaclcasting station o\\'ners. 

(See Page 32 for list of organization fayoring plan. ) 
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Power 
Coverage 

SUMMARY OF MAPS 
EXIsting System American 

33,622 watts 679,000 watts 
266,000 sq. miles settled area 

Proposed System 
360,000 watts 
736,597 sq. miles 

More than one third of all the broadcasting 
power in Canada is concentrated in the Toronto 
region. More than half of the broadcasting power 
is concentrated in Toronto and Montreal. British 
Columbia, with about 4 per cent of the total broad
casting power in Canada, and the Maritimes with 
about 5 per cent, are obviously not being fairly 
served. The total power in British Columbia, 1320 
watts, competes with 61,000 watts from American 
stations and 1580 watts in the Maritimes competes 
with 238,000. Quebec can hear American stations 
with 238,000 watts power and has only 5,672 watts 
power in the whole province. 



MAP I 
Existing Canadian Stations 

B. C. ALTA. SASK. 
Vancouver 800 watts Calgary 1.500 watts Regina 1.000 watts 
Victoria 500 Edmonton 1.250 Yorkton 50C) 
Others 20 Red Deer 1.000 Moose Jaw 500 

Lethbridge 50 Heming 500 
Saskatoon 500 

--- ---
TOlal Power 1.320 3,800 3,000 
Total Coverage 16,000 sq. miles 48.000 sq miles 57,000 sq. mib 

MANITOBA ONTARIO QUEBEC 
Winnipeg 5,000 wallS Hamilton 110 watts l\lontreal 5.500 watts 
Brandon 500 Ir. Falls 250 Quebec 172 

Kingston 500 
London 500 
Otta\\'a 600 
Toronto 10500 
Others 290 

Total Power _ 5.500 12.750 5.672 
Total Coverage 18.000 sq. miles 62.200 sq. mdes 31,800 sq. miles 

NEW BRUNSWICK NOVA SCOTIA P. E. r. 
Fredericton 50 wallS lIalifax 500 wallS Cbarlottetown 280 watts 
Moncton 500 .. Sydney 50 .. Summerside 100 
St. John 50 Wolfvillc 50 

Total Power 600 600 380 
Tolal Coverage 19.200 sq milc~ 12.000 sq. miles 4.800 sq. miles 



American Coverage in Canada 

MAP II 
ARC. I \'6 II 

Los Angeles 
Seattle . 
San Francisco 
Denver 
Portland, Ore. 

11.000 watts 
9,000 •. 

16,000 
16,000 

9,000 

ARC. IV 
Minneapolis 10,000 watts 
St. Paul _ .• 12,000 .. 
Chica~o .•. 173,000 
Cleveland 52 ,000 
Cincinnati ~ 51.000 
Detroit •. 7.000 

ARC. HI 
St. Louis, \Vis. 
Minneapolis 
St. Paul .... 

53,000 watts 
10 ,000 
12.000 watts 

ARC. V 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Buffalo . 
Schenectady 
~ew York City 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburg 
Boston 
Detroit 

52.000 watts 
51.000 .. 

8,000 
50,000 

100,000 
13.000 
52.000 

5.000 
7.000 

Proposed Canadian Coverage 

MAP III 
No. of 

Province St"ns Power Coverage 
Br. Columbia 1 50,000 watts 70,COO sq. miles 
Alberta 1 50,000 " 100-120,OCO " " 
Saskatchewan 1 50,000 " 100-125,000 " " 
Manitoba 1 50,000 " 50,000 " 
Ontario 1 50,000 " 200,000 " " 

3 5,000 " 
Quebec 1 50,000 " 120,000 (, 

1 5,000 " 
Maritimes 1 50,000 " 51,597 (, 

30 



NATIOl AL COU"'CIL-Continued 
C. E. Nelll. Montreal. Vicc-Prcs Royal Bank of Canada. 
M. \V. \Vilson. Montreal. Gen. Man. Royal Bank of Canada. 
Frank A. Rolph. Toronto. Prcs. Imperial Bank of Canada. 

Prcs. Toronto Board of Trade-l930. 
MaJ. Gen. The Hon. F. C. Ncwburn. Hamilton. Vice-Pres. Bank 

of Montreal. 
Mrs. M. J. Lyons. Ottawa. Pres. Catholic \Vomen's Lcague of 

Canada. 
Gco. F. Rogers . Chief Dircctor of Education. Province of 

Ontario. 
Dr. J. A. McLean. \Vinnipcg. Prcs. Univcrsity of Manitoba. 
W. P. Percival. Director of Protcstant Education. Pro\'incc of 

Quebcc. . 
Rt. Rc\·. J. C. ruthing. D D .• Bishop of Montreal. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Graham Spry. Chairman. Exccutive Committee Ottawa. 
Alan Plaunt. Honorary Secretary. Ottawa. 
A. Gemmill. Manager Bank of Nova Scotia. Ottawa. Honorary 

Treasurer. 
Professor Frank Scott. Montreal. 
A. E. Corbett. Edmonton. Director of University Extension. 
Brooke Claxton. Montreal. 
R. K. Finlayson .Winnipeg. 
A. E. Grauer. Vancouver. 
K. A. Greenc. Ottawa. 
Miss Violette Lafleur. Ottawa. 
Donald Matthews. Toronto. 
J. A. Mclsaac. Secretary. Canadian Legion of the B.E.S.L. 
Rev. D. N. McLachlan. D.D .• Social Service Board. Unitcd 

Church. 
George Pelletier, Montreal. 
Norman Smith. Editor. U.F.A .. Calgary. 
Paul Nanton. Winnipeg. 
George Smith. Toronto. 
Miss Margaret Southam, Ottawa. 
Father Henri St. Denis. Ottawa University. 
Miss Charlotte Whitton. Child Welfare Council. 
W. T. Straith. Victoria. 
R. McQueen, Saskatoon. 
Eugene L'Heureux. Chicoutimi. 
E. H. Blake. Toronto. 

;!1 



n. Some of the Canadian organizations favour
ing plan. 

Royal Society of Canada 
Association d'education des Canadiens-Fran<;ais de 

St. Boniface. 
French Canadian Association of Alberta 
Universities' Conference 
Profes ional Institute of the Civil Service 
National Council of Education 

Trades and Labour Congre s of Canada. 
Victoria Board of Trade 
Ottawa Board of Trade. 
Vancouver Board of Trade 
Canadian Legion of the B.E.S.L. 
Canadian Congress of Labour 
Xative Sons of Canada. 

I. O. D. E. 
Federated \Vomen's Institutes of Canada. 
Girl Guides' As ociation. 
IIadassah of Canada. 

Listeners Clubs and Association of
Victoria. \"ancouver, Port Arthur, Quebec. 

Halifax, etc., etc. 

United Farmers of anada (Sask. Section) 
United Farmers of Alta. 
Independent Labour Party of Alta. 

NOTE :-All provinces have given written statements 
indicating their willingness to co-operate. 



I
llterest ill the Canadiall Radio 
League has been growing so 
rapidly alld so 'm allY inquiries 

have been received 'lvith regard to 
it's purposes, plans, and support 
throughout Canada that the 
National Council of the League lzas 
directed that a pamphlet giving 
these facts be prepared for distribu
tion to those interested. 

Copies of this pamphlet may be 
obtained on applicatio~, to· the 

Honorary Secretary, 
Alan B. Plaunt, 

110 Wellington St., Ottawa 





Dear Sir ~thu.r,-

110 e11ington t., 
Ottawa, Ontario, 
December 10,1930. 

I have been instructed by the National 
Council of the Canadian Radio League to express 
its appreciation of your promise of support. 

This is to inform you that at a meeting 
held on December 8th, at the Chateau Laurier, 
Ottawa, a resolution was passed constituting the 
Canadian Radio League. The resolution constitut
ing the League and the statement accompanying it 
which was issued to the press are enclosed herewith. 

At the same meeting the National Council 
and Executive Committee of the League were elected. 
The list of members is attached. Neither o~ these 
lists is complete and the ho~orary presidents, honorary 
vice-presidents, president an~ vice-presidents, will 
be elected at a later meeting. 

The executive of the League will keep you 
informed and would appreciate any suggestions or re
quests for information. 

lIenertil Sir Arthur Curr1e, 
~rincipal McGill University, 
iJontreal, Quebec. 

Yours faithfully, 

Alan B.Plaunt 
Honorary Secretary. 



NATION1~ COUNCIL OF THE CANADIAN RbDIO LEAGUE 

Louis St. Laurent, President, Canadian Bar Association. 
W. M. Birks, MDntreal, Past President, Canadian Chamber of Commerce 
Col. Hugh Oslerj Winnipeg, President, OsIer, Hammond & Nanton 
Hon. N. W. Rowell, K.C., Toronto. President, Toronto General Trusts 
Dr. W. Harvey Smith, Winnipeg, President British Medical Association 
Tom Moore, President Trades & Labour Congress of Canada, 

Director, Canadian National Railways. 
Senator Cairine Wilson, Ottawa, 
Fred N. Southam, Montreal, President, Southam Publishing Company 
H.W.Wood, Calgary, President, United Farmers of Alberta, 

Director, Canadian Wheat Pool 
Mrs. J. A. Wilson, President, National Council of Women 
General Sir Arthur Currie, Montreal, Principal McGi11 University, 

Director, Bank of Montreal 
Canon Emile Chartier, Vice-Rector, University of Montreal 
Dr. R. C. Wallace, President, University of Alberta, 

President, Association of Canadian Clubs 
Lady Kingsmill, Ottawa 
Col. J.H.Woods, Calgary, Past President, Canadian Chambers of Commer-e 
Mrs. J.A.Stewart, Perth, Past President, Imperial Order of the 

Daughters of the Empire 
Dr. Edouard MDntpetit, Secretary-General, University of Montreal 
Monseigneur Camille Roy, Rector, Laval University, 

Past President, Royal Society 
Dr. A. H. Moore, President, University of King's College,Nova Scotia 
Col. O. M. Biggar, K.C" Ottawa, 
Dr. Stanley Mackenzie, President, Dalhousie University 
Mrs. A. J. Freiman, Ottawa, President, Hadassah Organization of Canada 
The Right Rev. Archbishop Matheson, former Primate of all Canada 
Russell Smart, K.C., Ottawa 
Dr. WaIter C. Murray, President, University of Saskatchewan 
Brig.-Gen. J.A.Clnrk, Vancouver 
Dr. A. H.M~reer, Principal, Bishop's College, Lennoxville 
Re~. E. H. Oliver, D.D., Moderator of the United Church of Canada 
Dr. George M. Wrong, Toronto, 
General Victor OdIum, Vancouver 
Carleton W. Stanley, Montreal, McGill University, 
Col. Victor Spencer, Vancouver 
Rev. Father Marchand, Rector, Ottawa ~niversity 
L. J. Ladner, K.C., Vancouver 
Blake Wilson, Vancouver 
W. C. Woodward, Vancouver 

EXEOUTIVE COMMITTEE 

A. E. Corbett, Edmonton, Director of University Extension 
Brooke Claxton, Montreal 
R. K. Finlayson, Winnipeg 
A. E. Grauer, Vancouver 
K. A. Greene, Ottawa 
Miss Violette Lafleur, Ottawa 
Donald Matthows, Toronto 
J. A. Mclsaac, Secretary, Canadian Legion of the B.E.S.L. 
Rev. D. N. McLRchlan, D.D., Social Service Board, United Church 
George Pelletier, Montreal 
Alan Plaunt, Honorary Secret~ry, Ottawa 
Graham Spry, Chairman, Executive Oommittee, Ottapa 
Professor Frank Scott, Montreal 
Norman Smith, Editor, U.F.A., Calgary 
Paul Nanton, Winnipeg 
George Smith, Toronto 
Miss MergRret Southam, Ottawa 
Father Henri St. Denis, Ottawa University 
Miss Charlotte Whitton, Child Welfare Council 



STATEJI':ENT 

(issued. to the r ress hy the Caned ian Rad io 
league, ~6c0.mber 8.1930) 

There is ampie evidence of widespread public interest. 
(a) WorK of organize,rG of the Canadian Radio League from coast 
to coast has brol1.gt"'.: A.l:1p16 proof of the interest. Leag:.1e 
sprang into being ~oost spontaneously, without any artificial 
eifo rt ~ wi th the expe:nd.t tUl'e of 1 ess than $100, and support 
came r8.pidly fro;n e1~ery section of Canada. 

(b) The membsrshiu of the National Council illustrated this 
widespread believe i~ R national radio system. 

:rhey represent: 

All the geographical sections of Canada 
:B'rench and English Canad5.ans 
Finnnce and business 
Farmers and laber 

'Uni versi ties 
P:rofessions 
National associations 
Cnurches and races. / 

The list to be ar..nol:;nced today is only a partial list, and 
numerous oULer ':'ndlvlduals have already indicated their 
suppor"!: of the wo::-k of the :'eague. 

(c) The League has the assurance. as the result of a canvass 
of leading station O"NrerS and rs.J.io advertisers that many of 
them support the ~ri~ciple of a national radio system. 

(d) A survey 0= t.he s~ppo:rt for a national system indicates 
that a favorable stand tas been already taken by the follo~ng 
organi za t ions .H: -. newspapers: 

Royal Society of Cans.da 
Association d'education des Canadiens-Fr2ncais 

de St.Boniface ' 
French Canadian Association of Alberta 
Universities' Conference 
Canadian lra~es & LaboT Congress 
Professional Inst~tute of the Civil Service 
National Council of EdlJ.ca~ion 
Hadassah of Canada 
Canadian Legion c: the B.E.S.L. 
Federated Women's Instit~tes of C~nada 
Girl Gllides l Associat:"on 
Listner1s CluDs and Associations of _ 

Victoria,Vancouver,?ort ~rthur,Quebec.Halif~x,etc. 
Vancouver Board of 1rad~ 
United Furmers of CAn~du (BasK. section} 
United Farmers of Alberta 
Independent Labo~r Party of Alberta 
Canajien Co~gres3 of Labour 
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Alberta 

Calgary Herald Red Deer "Advocate!! 
Edmonton BulleU,n Lethbridge "Herald!! 

Peace River "Record!! 
B. C. 

Vi ctoria Times 
Vanc ou ver "Prov in ce!! 

Mani t oba 

Winnipeg "Tribune" 

New Brunswick 

Moncton "Transcript" 

Ontari 0 

ottawa "Citizen" 
Ottawa "Journal" 
Hamil ton "Spectator" 
Owen Sound "Sun Times" 
Brockville. "Recorder & Times" 
Windsor "Border Cities Star" 
Belleville !!IntelligenGer" 

To ron to "Radi 0 

quebec 

Montreal ~Gazette" 
Montreal "La Patrte" 

Saskatchewan 

Nelson "News" 
Vancouver "Microphone" 

Mani toba "Free Press" 

Han il itoh "Herald" 
llCanadian Congress Journal"Otta'!:a 
Toronto "Legionary" 
To ro n to" Sat u rd ay Nigh t " 
Hamilton "Labour News" 
Bell ev 1 1 ., " On tar i 0 " 

Toronto "Star" 
News of Canada" 

Mon treal "Le Devoi r" 
Granby "Leader-Mail" 

Prince Albert "Herald ll Saskatoon !!Western Producer" 
Regina "Leader" 

The Maclean Publishing Company Publications 

2. The formation of the Canadian Radio League is due to the wide
s~ad belief that the present situation of broadcasting in 
Canada is unsatisfactory to Canadian listeners, and to Canadian 
business interests, and that the full development of the vast 
uses of rad io is not pos8i.ble on the present basis, or on any 
alternative advertising basis. The one solution the Radio 
League sees of the present radio problem, the one means towards 
making the radio a great instrument of entertc inment,educetion 
and national unity is the establishment of a national broad
casting company with the powers of a private enterprise and the 
functions of a public utility. 

The present basis of radio broadcasting in Canada is the 
operation of stations for advertising revenue. This mem s the t 
radi 0 is principally !;in advert ising agency, and tha tits 
wider use for the development of national Olrchcstras and choirs, 
for school broadcasts, for dramatic progr~mmcs, is subordinated 
to advertising considerations and is dependent upon the anount 
of revenue receivod from advertisers. 

The Canadian Radio League believes that radio broadcasting, 
while valuable for certain limited commercial purposes, is by no 
means prim1lrily a business. It is perhaps primarily an instru
ment for the cultivation of public opinion, of education and 
entertainment. It should make the homo not merely a billboard, 
but a theatre, a concert hall. a club, a public meeting, a school, 
a univorsity. . 



-3-

The present system or e.ny conceivable system b.<J.sed upon 
the limited advertising revenue available in Canada meBns: 

A. That there are numerous stations of small power primarily 
serving the large ci ties and thet there are few high-powered 
stations to serve rural districts. 

There are some 70 broadcasting stations in Canada. Only 
three of them have 5000 watts power, 55 of them havo 500 watts or 
under. 

(a) Yvhole: sect ions of Canada cannot hee.r CflnQdian progra rmne s. 

(b) National hook-ups are few and the largest system, the 
Canadian National Railways, can only afford two hours of 
national broadcasts a week. 

(c) Only three out of five Canadian families can hear C0 nadian 
programmes. 

B. That Am~rican stations cover the Whole of C~nflda. 
The maps attached show the areas served by Canadian 

stations and by American stations. The majori ty of C :~nadian 
stations are clustered about Toronto a~ Montreal and reach but 
small areas of Canada, while American stetions rec.ch the whole 
of Cuu&da. Such a situat'on is manifestly unsatisfactory. Toronto 
and Montreal mayor may not be well-served, but certainly Canada, 
taken as a Whole, is vary poorly served. 

All the stations in Canada have only about 33,000 
watts. There are at least nine stations broadcasting into Canada 
from the United states each of which has more powGr than all 
the stations in Canada combined. 

The American stations rec.ching Canada have at least 
700,000 watts power. 

3. The Limited financial resources of C2nadian stations has the 
following results: 

(a) That the progre.mnes of the best qual i ty are few, and that 
the majority of them ere mixtures of advertising announcements 
and phonogre.ph records. 

(b) That the larger Canadian stations become associated with 
American chains and broadcast numerous American advertising 
p rogra mnes. 

(c) That there are only two or three first class studios, 
designed fo~ broadcasting purposes, that much of the eqUipment is 
inferior and obsolete, and that there is not sufficient money 
devoted to radio research. 

(d) That the use of the radio for educational broadcasts is 
restricted, that educational autnorities cannot secure suf1'icient 
time for educat ional work due to the necessi ty of rad io s tat ions 
using as much of their time as possible for advertising. 

The Provincial programmes organized by the pEovince of 
Quebec only occupy two hours a week. There are only a few school 
broadcasts. Contrast this with the enormous programme- of the 
British Broadcasting Corunration. Last year, 6000 schools 
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regul~rly received broadcasts in GreRt Britrun. 

(e). Can8dian public opinion; so far as iit may be influenced 
by the radio, is .in the hands of kresponsible aU thori ties, how
ever public spirited, ~nd is at the mercy of American ch~ins. 

The Cnnadian Radio League eChoes the 6Bntiments expressed 
by the Rt .Hon • .Arthur Meighen. 

"If left to private enterprise, like the magazin&s and the 
motion pictures! radio is bound to cater to the patronage which 
will bo reflected in the dividends for the stockholders. That is 
sound commercially but it will never achieve the best educ:::.tiongl 
ends. Nobody who is the fatuer of a family like myself will 
disQgree with the statement that the educQtional features of 
radio in CanQda Qre open to vast improvement." 

and of Judge Ira E.Robinson, Chairman of the Federal R~dio 
Commission of the Uniied States: 

liNo greuter issue presents itself to the citizenry. A 
monopoly of mere property may be bad, but a monopoly of the 
voice and the expression of the people is qu.itEJ a different thing." 

4. The Canadian Radio League believes tha t the establishm6nt gf a 
Canadian Redio Brosdcasting Company would be the best method of 
ensuring the fu+l development of the possibilities of broad-
casting. 

There are only two bases for radio broadcasting: the pres
ent basis, wi th the power of the stat ions ani the quali ty of the 
programmes dependent upon advertising revenue, and the basis of 
a nntion?l company, with the pow~rs of a private enterprise and 
the functions of a public utility. 

Such a national system would ensure: 
( a) Tha t every Ca md ian coul d healL' Canad ia n programme s • 

(b) That a great vari ety 0 f programmes could be financ ed to 
suit different tastes and needs. 

(c) That direct advertising would be eliminated but that Canadian 
redio advertisers, such as the railways, the Imperial Oil,etc., 
could offer sponsored programmes to a far greater number of 
Co.nud ians and to Americans in the ter:-i tory reached by Canadian 
stations than under the present system. Thus the money for 
equipment could be devoted to programmes. 

(d) That the control of the radio as en instrt:li'Jnt fQr influ
encing public opinion would remain in Canadian hands. 

(e) ~hat Canadians who wished to hear the many admirable American 
programmes could still do so, but wouJd not be deprived of 
Canadian programmes or have small stations spoiling the reception 
of American programmes. 

(f) That, as in other countries, a n'3.tional radio system, with 
all the revenue derived from hnadcasting concentreted in one 
compeny would make possible the development of C2nedien 
orchostras, Canadian choirs, rp-dio dr~ma, 9nd Gntert ~ iners. A 
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single na tional sys tern would likewise have the revenuo for ex
perimenting with television, simultaneous programmes, synchroniz
E'. t ion, and rosearch. 

. (g) Tnat the rad io could be used during school hours for 
school broadcasts, under provincial diroction, for adult edu
cation and for many other educational purposes. 

(h) That frequent national hook-ups and the exchange of 
provincial broadcasts would be made possible, 

(i) That Canada c ould exchange p~ogrammes with oth6r nations 
and not only secure the best from other countries, but demon
strate that Canada has talent of a high order of her own. 

(j) ':rhat rural ani frontier Canada would get a square deal and 
be effectively served by high-powered stations. 

5. The Canadian Radio League, by this resolution, bringing it into 
being, sets forth its general objectives. Tnose objectives are 
similar in principle to the recommendations of the Aird Report, 
but the League differs from the Aird Report on several important 
points. 

First. The Canadian Radio League reserves the right to 
make substantial a,nendments to the financial proposals of the 
report, both as to the amount of the initial capital e}:penditure 
and the amount of annual operation and maintenance charges. The 
organizers of the League have already studied alternative 
financial proposals and a committee to dtaft precise financial 
proposals will be appointed by this meeting. The League, more
over, is not yet prepar&d to say how far it opposes or supports 
the saggestion of a subsidy for the company from the Dominion 
Gov ernmen t. 

Second. The League will study and wL"J-l shortly make pro
posals to hE submitted to the government on the method of con
stituting both the national and provincial directorates. The 
League believes that the directors of the national s~stem should 
be independent of political interference, should represent the 
business, educational, and other interests concerned, and command 
tne respect of the public, as effectively as the judiciary or . 
mLiversity governors. 

ThiEd. The League, by its resolution, advocates consider
ation for local broadcasts. No mention of local broadcasts is 
made specifically in the Aird Report and it is felt that ample 
consideration of this valuable use of radio should he given, as 
ior example, in the case of local sport, municipal election, 
orchestra6~ 



THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE. 

(passed at a meeting held in the Chateau 
Laurier,Ottawa, on December 8,1930.) 

Follow ing a dis('ussion in which Mrs.A. 3 .Freiman, 
Sennto);' Cairine Wilson, Father St.Denis, .Uss 
Margaret Southam and M:r .Alan PIa unt p ~ rticip8 ted. the 
resolution below moved by Mrs.J.A.Wilson, seconded by 
Mr.K.A.Greene, was put by the provisional chairman, 
Mr.Graham Spry, and passed unanimously. 

WHEREAS the present advertiSing basis of Canadian broadcasting does 

not permit the fullest development of the radio, 

AND WHEREAS Canadian stations are greatly inferior in power and in 

financial resources to the numerous high-powered American stations 

covering Canada, 

AND WHEREAS whole sections of the Canadian people cannot hear 

Canadian programmes, 

AND WHEREAS Canadian business interests and Canadian listeners 

suffer from too much direct advertiSing, 

AND WHEREAS the radio tends to become a monopoly and is too vast 

an instrument for the control of public opinion to be administered 

irresponsibly or used mainly for advertising: 

THEREFORE BE I~ RESOLVED THAT this meeting do hereby constitu to 

the Canadian Radio League to advocate: 

1. The operation of radio broadcasting in Canada as a national 

public service; 

2. The establishment of a Canadian radio broadcasting company 

with the powers of a private enterprise and the functions of 

a public utility; 

3. The appointment of an independent national directorate to 

administer the company, free from political and other inter-

ference; 

4. The use of broadcasting to develop Canadian orchestras , and 

choirs, Canadian dramatic and other entertainment for school 

broadcasts and adult education, for national hook-ups, the inter-

change of provincial broadcasts and for other national purposes; 

5. The use of a national system for Canadian advertisers ~n a 

competitive basis for sponsored programmes only; 

6. The relaying of selected programmes from British, American, 

European and othor systems by the Canadian Radio Broadcasting 

Company. 



~nerul wir ~thur CUrrie, 
Principal uLc£lill Universit y , 
lOn treal, ~ue. 

De ar Sir ~thur,-

110 We 11 ingt on street, 
Ottawa, Ontari 0, 

Janu.ary 29,1931 

In anticipation of the coming meetlng of the Na.tional 
Coun~il of the Canadian Radio League 1 have b6en instructed to 
review the work of the League to date. 

As you know, the first efforts of the organizing com
mittee were directed towards the formation of a National Council 
widely representative of Canadian business, educational and 
national interests, and the organization of wid6Spr€ ~d press and 
othe r nat ioool support. The revised booklet will indicElte how far 
this work of organization has advanced. 

strong banking, f inClIlcial am business n~mes; the 
president s of almost eV6ry uni versi ty in Canada; the school 
superintendents of all the provimes; :a.nd tIle r6presentat ives of 
many organizations of nation-wide importance are listed therein. 
In acldition to this the heads of the main reli6'ious bodies have 
signified their a.pproval of the 1eague's aims. AS for re wspaper 
support, the League has now the backing of over fifty newspapers 
with a total circulation of some two millions. Indeed the only 
newspapers in strong opposition are the Toronto Telegram and La 
Presse - both with profitable American broadcasting affiliations. 
The National organizations which have so far indic~ted support Qf 
a National Broadcasting Company are listed on Pa6'e 32 of the book
let. 

~part from this organization work the League has, since 
its opening meetin6 on December 8th, been carrying on an ext~nsive 
campaign both from its central office and through provincial com
mi ttees which have been organized to carry on local campaigns~ 
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1. Cabinet Mini sters ha'Ie been interviewed i.illd c irculOU' iffied 
with information reg~~ding the p~oj€cts of the Le~gue; stuteroents 
have been issued to the p.;.'ess from tiu:e to time; in the first week 
of Janu. ... ry a delegation was forred consisting of hllrs.J 'd' Wilson, 
President, Nat ioool Council of Worr.en: Lady KJngsmill, Messrs. Tom Moore, 
President,T~ades o,nd L:J.bor Co115:'ess, J . .d.' uLclsui....c, becretary, 
Can~dian Legion of the B.E.S.L ,; 3ussel Snart,K.C., K. ~. Greene, 
Reverend Father Marchand, Graham Spry end ..!.lan Plilunt, which wui. ted on 
the Minister of iviar.ine on the mo:'ning of Jarnnry 9th. The purpose oil 
this delego.t ion was, one, to aCQuaint the Minister with the views of 
the League, and, two, to indicatp. to the goverrur.ent the streIltSth of 
public opinion behind the project for a Nat ional Broadcasting Compliony. 
This delegat ion was favorably .cece i ved by the Mini ster, who later 
announced that Canada must be protected from alien influences and th1lt 
a.ction would be taken. It received f:,ont-page publicity in ~lmost 
eVery Paper in Canada and was commented on favor" bly by many edi toriu.l 
wri terse 

Since that time most of the important papers have taken a 
live interest in the sD.bject. Disoussion of a ro.dio policy hils bE:.bn 
widespl'ead and on January 22nd the Prime lYtinister a.mounced that riJodio 
legislation would be b~oug!l.-I; down at the coming Session. 

r1. In the provinces, campai5'ns ilre now being carried on with 
a view to illustJ.'ating to the local i.mU feder:J.l 5'overnments the stre1l6th 
of opinion behind a nationnl r9.dio system . In mos ~ of the provincbs 
members of the L~a.gue·s committes s are In8Jr:in5' sp3echbs before service 
clubs, Boards of Trade. etc. ...:.es oluti.ons tl.re Lbi ng j).J.ssed by loc<ll 
organ j.z c.tions, P. .g United Farmers of .a.l"b9rta. T~le views of the local 
administrations 5..('8 beill5 sounaed aI.d an active publicity canl})aign 
carried on. In e,ddition, after educat ional V\Q rk has been done, can
vasses are being made of the 'Tie ws of the listeners. These canvaSt;;es 
have met with the most favor~ble resu~~s. 
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The effect of the League's work has cert~inly been felt 
by the Government. nlthoU5h the Lea6Ue's policy, as stated to ti£ 
lliini ster of Marine, ha.s not in any way been that of forcing the 
government's hand, but rather of acting with the governrr~nt, the 
League can reasonably cl-aim to have w.ade the question of a. broo.d
oastil15 policy of such importance that immediate a.ction became 
inevitable; to have excluded the continuance of the present system 
from consideration and to have made tolerably certain that m~ny of 
the Lea5Ue's essential contentions be acce.f)ted. i"ihatever Bill is 
brought down at the coming session of Parliament, it is likely to 
include provision for the ~limina.tion of direct advertising; for ~ 
greater measure of public control; for improved facilities for 
C~adian programmes. It may also be stated with confidence b~sed 
on information from the most authoritative sources that the League's 
representations for a National Company are being seriously considered 
by the governmsnt. 

The opposi tion, however, is strong and active and it is 
felt that every indication of public support of a n~tional system 
,{ill o.ssist ths government in putting such a. policy into effltoct. 
The work of the Lea5Ue at the present time and up to the openin~ of 
Parliamant will be devoted, therefore, to the furth6r organizat ion of 
support throu6'hout Canada, to a campaign whose object will be to 
focus this ~pport, and to ~ke the Members of P~rliament awo.rc of 
it. 

On b6hdolf of t.he :!!'xecutive Committee, 

Yours sincerely, 

.1.1an B.Plcl.Unt 
Honorary 5ecretary. 



THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE 

General Si r Arthur Currie, 
Principal McGill University, 
Montreal, Que. 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

110 ~ellington street, 
Ottawa, Ontario 
February lO,lSJ31. 

.r. R. W. Ashcroft, Advertising Manager of 
Gooderham and Worts, Distillers, Toronto, and of the broad
casting station associated with them, is writing to members 
of the Canadian Radio League in an endeavour to detach them 
or to secure letters from them which ~0 will use in the press. 

Mr.Ashcroft is the leading defender of the 
present broadcasting situation and his letter should be treata~ 
accordingly. His ~uestions, incidentally, are misleading and 
h~s.statement that listeners are opposed to a change is not 
borne out by the facts. 

It is also probable that other private interests 
des~ring to establish their own systems may write members of 
th~ League with the object of influencing them against its 
aitns and work. 

YOUJ!'s sincerely, 

Alan B.Plaunt 
Honorary Secretary. 

r 



Cdlh~DIAl'i R.aDIO LEbGUE. 

~ enera l Sir ~ rt hur Curri e , 
r es. ;~c G i ': l UniYersity , 

l ~ontreal, P . ~ . 

Dear S ir ~rthur.-

110 Wellington Street, 
CT'lbWb, May 16, 1931. 

1 have been instructed by the executive of the Radi u 
League to place before you S01e information regarding the present 
state of tho radio controversy and the work of the LGague. 

THE ALfSRlTATIVES: PUBLI C COHIROL Or< TW0 NE:;::vTORKS. 

There are now two proposals before the public: th&~ 
of a Single national system as supported by thE; Cana dian Radio 
League; and lhat of two competing networks under the aegis of 
the two railways. A previous proposal that a single private 
system be formed in which the two reilways would participate has 
been abandoned: it is believed that refusal of one or other of 
the reilways to collaborate in such a sche~e is the CBuse ef t h is. 

The latter proposal is the one outlined by R. W. 
bshcroft, advertising manager for Gooderham & Worts, distillers, ;; (_d 
director of station CKGW, in a pa!:1phlet entitled, lIGuvGrnment vs 
Private Ownership of Canadian Radio,lI and endorsed by J. IJIurray 
Gibbon, advertising manager ef the Canadian Pacific Railway, in ~~ 
article in the tfarch iSS1l6 of the C8.nadian Forum, "Rc.die as a Fir;. ') 
brt.lI This scheme would involve a rG-alloc8tion and diviSion li f ~ r_ ,; 
available wave-lengths between the two companies. rrhe government 
network, which wOllld carry no advertising, would, according to ,1 , 

Gibbon, lIprovide the edllcational and uplift programmos for which 
the Can,; d ien Radi 0 League is crying, II would be list8ned to by ab '"'1)i 
t en per C6n t of th C lis teners and wo uld require a stlbs idy • Tho 
other rEtilway network. "lJould carry direct advertising, "the olimi lG. 

tion of which," Mr. Gibbon states, Tlwould deprive about half the 
popUlation of wh8t they w8nt, so as to provide intellectual solace 
fo r the few," and WGuld .nake money. 

The proposal for a single na.ticnal system is set :m l 
by Gr;::-~ hllm Spry in the Queenls Quarterly, March issue, "The C~SG f Jl 
NE'. t iena liz ed Broad cas t ing, TT and in the Canad ian Forum of Apr il, 19,)1., 
Tl~lhe Canadian Broadcasting Issue, "X In these articles it is point!...; ,: 
out that it is essential for Canada, broadcasting in competition 
with ~merican systems with revenues of some $20,000,000. per year, 
to select the most economical system that will serve the whole 
Canadian people, keep down interest oharges 8nd overhead and apply 
~he greatest possible revenlle to programme purposes. It is als ~ 
pointed out that the single system envisaged by the Aird Report 
and the Canadian Radio League retains the element of co~petiticn 
in programmes, though not in stations. Over such a system priv':'- (J 

enterprises renting time for indirect adverti.sing wOllld b6 c O ~J.pe : j ,1f , 

x In this article r.~r. Spry replies to Mr. GibbonTs attack on t "',; 
B.B.C. The statcr.1ents by Mr. Gibbon were the subject of an 
offiCial inquiry by the B.B.C., which described his stato '::cEt" 
us Ila unique combinaticn of inaccuracy and malevolence." 
SUbsequently 2. StatolTIent Was made by Sir Gecrge McLe.ren Brc':Jr1: 
Enropean Gcmoral HbnaF(;r elf the Ce.nadie.n Pacific RE·ilw;lY, t J 
ttG effect thct Mr. Gibbon did nst write this article in hi s 
capaclty uf advertiSing manager of the C.P.R. 
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not t-: menticn com:p:ti tion betwoen these rregra!:'JnoS ane. these :fut 
on oy the national c08pany, those sponsored by tLe provinces an~ 
thos6 coming ~r:m ether countries. 

THE BRCl,Dr;.ciSTE?S l P .tJIPHLET • 

The ~o st recont contribution t~ the controversy is e ra~
~hlet issued by the Canadian ~ssociation of Broadcasters entitle~: 
tlRae.io Broedcasting under Privnte Enterprise. This pamphlet has 
been distributed to Mombers of Parliament, Senators and tho press 
end, it is undGrstood, to members of the Radio League. Space ,3:::(;b 
r..ot permit an ade~uate criticism of this pamphlet. The executi-;c 
of the League will, however, shortly issue a suitable reply. 
Suffice it here to say that the Canadian Associaticn of Broadcas 'uF3 , 
formerly representative cf all the station owners in Canada, now 
represents chiefly the owners of stations relaying bmerican adv '):;.' , 
ising programmes and a number f s~all stations. Because of its 
stand on this ~uestion the 5ifton, Southarn, Canadian National R~'i...L '
'NB.YS, Manitoba Telephone System, 8.nd o":her station owners have ',~I.' '.' 

drawn, or ore about to withdraw, from the bssociation. 

'IRE LEbGUE IS V10RK bN1) PL1,£S. 

Since the last meeting of the Council, the Leaguels wor~ 
has proceeded along three lines. Active co~mittees have been 
established ill all the provinces; the Council has been strength0n 
ed, nctably, by the addition of strong banking ane. bllsiness surr ·ri; 
the support of several addi tional newspapers has been gained, a· f · \ 
the rl'oronto r.t2.il and Empire; in this connection the League waS rG
presented at the Can~dian Daily N(;wspaper Association meeting in 
April, and it can be said with confidence that the great ~ajority 
of leading newspapers are in synpathy with the Leaguels aims. 

Special mention ought to be made of the work done for 
the League by Mr . Brooke Claxton, of he legal firD of McGibbcn, 
Mi tchell & Stai~& Claxton & Claxton, Montreal . Mr . Claxton 
repr es ont ed the League before the Supre o e Cour t. Hi s con tri bLl t i Hi 
wes described by W.N. Tilley, K.C ., Dominion counsel, as lTmost 
useful and effective,lT ann by one of the judges as "impressive." 
The th2.nks of the League Are dae to Mr . C13xton for his work on 
this case, especiRlly 2.S he acted without remuneration. 

PLANS. 

Before undertaking an aggressive cRmpaign the League UP '" 

of course, await the decision of the Courts on the lege.l point L[ 

jurisdiction. It is not likely, therefore, that an active caml~i f ·n 
ought to be co~menced beforo the autumn. In the ~eantime it is 
prop~sed quietly t o organize support amongst leading individuals 
and crganiza t ions thrc llghou t the DOfuini on and to rai se a substar. +,,, 
ial fund with which to carry on . 

The executive co~mittee would be gratcilll if Members of 
the Cvuncil would incicate thG na~es of I~ople of influence who 
might be willing t o assist the work Jf the LG~guc. 

The League has exrended the sr,.all resources which i t h~:' 
collected for its 0~6ration on the basiS of six ~onths existencG. 
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an~ is n:w urgently in neod of the SUL ~f $0,CO(. if it is t v 
c~ntinue its work next autu~~ an~ ~intGr. The work to date has 
beon financed by individual subscril, ticns a:-1ounting tc $1, 50(. 
Of this afficunt ~ore than Q third has beon contributGd by tLC 
Ch..lir:.:an ene. the Secrete.ry perscne.lly anc., individually, their 
c2ntributions exceed any cthers. The ~0ney exrended hos c~vcrod 
the rrinting of raqphlets, rent of an cffice for three nonths, 
stationery, part - ti~e stenogra1hy, and pJstage and telegrams . 
bll the cthor work has teen conducted entirely voluntarily . 

The League! s requiror2en ts are, it would seem, fairly 
1J.odest, especially cor::tparecl to the large su::".s the private br:JQd
casters and 0ther interested parties are srending . The executive 
co~~ittee would greatly appreciate subscriptions or suggestions 
as to how this ~oney ca~ be obtained . 

clBP/B . 

Yours sincerely, 

.rilen B. Ph-:unt, 
Eonorary Secretary, 
Canadian ~8dio Le~gue . 
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CANADIAN RADIO LEAGU3 

TO ~tlE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL: 

1 Clemow Avenue, 
Ottawa,Septe~ber 21,1931 

I have been instructed by the Executive Com
mittee to prepare the following summary of the results of the 
League's activities since my letter of May last, of the present 
radio situation, a~ of the League's plans. 

RECENT ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS 

As outlined in my letter of May 16th, the League's 
work during the summer was to be that of gaining further support 
of individuals, especially leading business men, and organiz
ations represent 2tive of the Canadian public, of strengthening 
the Le~~ue's provincial committees, and of seeking addition~l 
newspaper support. 

T~e results of this work have been satisfactory. 
'The backing of an addi tional number of ou tstand lng business and 
othe~ representative individuals has been secured. Such names ao 
those of Colonel John Price,Quebec; Lt.Colonel K.R.Marshall, 
Toronto; A.W.Anglin,K.C.,Toronto; C.S.Macdonald,Toronto; 
R.O.McCulloch,Galt, have been added to the League's Council, as 
well as those of Dr.Fyfe,PrinCipal of QUeen's B"nivcrsity; Dr. 
Klinck, President .B.C.; Dr.Jones,President U.N.B. ; Miss 
Winnifred Kydd) President National Council of WOflOn; Mrs.W.F. 
Cameron, President Federated Womcu's Institutes o~ Canada; Dr. 
W.G.Brown, Moderator General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 

The IJeague' s canvass 0 fall the importan t news
papers reveals almost unanimous support for its policies. Furth_r
more, the jOint committee appointed last April by the Canadian 
Daily Newspapers llsS()ciation £lnd the Canadion Press Association '~o 
investigate the subject,is reported to be strongly in favour of 
a national scheme. 

To sum up - the establishment of a Canadian Radio 
Broadcasting Comp::wy by the government is now'J.ctively supportea JY: 

1. Seventy Five leading c~5i;~l end other newspapers. 
2. Leaders of Women's organiz:ttions, and women's 

organizcticns with a total membership of ••.••••.••• 683,800 
3. National Associc tio:!lS, Farm ald Labour 

organiz~tions, with a membership of •••.••••••••••.• 279,308 
4. Sixteen Uni70rsity Presidents; eight Provincial 

Superintendents of Education, and other educational le:tders. 
5. The heads and other leaders of the Roman Ce tholic, Anglic,!'.f.', 

Uni ted, Baptis t and P.!'csbyt crian Churche s. 
6. Outstanding industrialists, bankers, insQr~nce and trust 

cOmpan;)T heads, and other businees leaders. 
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_~no ther item 0 f interest is the speech o£ Mr.Grahsm Spry, 
Ch~irm£1n of the Executive Commit+ee, beforo the Ohio Institute on 
June 8th last. The subject o:n. Mr. Spry's a{'- ress was "The C ~nl3.c.ien 
R~lGio Situationlf. This speech Wt) S reportoc:: by the Canadian Press 
an: it subse~uently appeared in toto in a number of Canadian and 
U. S. papers. 

While in the United Stetes Mr.Spry was able to collect a 
substantial amount of infor.nL tion regarc. ing the r aTIi fications of the 
so-c~lled lfRadio Trust lf , arre.igned before the U.S.Federa l Courts on 
the cha rge that its members "now practic~lly control a ll the r ac io 
business and its development lf

• It is this group tha t controls the 
Rqe.io Corpora tion of America an' its subsic.lsry, the National Broac 
c8sting Company, VIi th l")oVllerful affilia ti ons in Ce nae. 8. 

While in the U. S. Mr.Spry obsorved wi c. 6spread dissRtis
f action voiced in such papers as the New York TimeS, the Christian 
Science Monitor, the Atlantic Monthly, with the U.S.method of con
ducting broadcasting primarily as a s ales medium. 

THE PRESENT SI TUATION 

Interest in broad cas~ing policy has lagged considerably due 
to the fact that the government's promised announcement of policy 
hs s been held up until the legal point of jurisdiction is decidod. 
It is certain tha t the governnent is anxious to press the natter,anJ 
the Quebec Gover:nrr:.ent 1 s appe'J.l to Privy Council will probably be 
he a rd about the cnd of November. It will be rGmembered that the 
Supreme Court of Canade on July 3rd handed down 'a majori ty decisLm 
in favour of Feder~l contr ol "as a matter of urgent national 
necessitylf. 

·mE LEAGUE'S PLANS 

The League1s ~)ctive cl) ,rrpaign must necessorily await the 
decision of the Privy Council ana a revival of public interest in 
the subject. It is thought ac1visable, however, from time t o time, t o 
issue suffiCient educative material to keep the qaostion before th e 
public, th'O active campaign to be designed to rouse pu'blic opini)n 
to the real dangers of the present situation, t:! nc. th.e need from 
national, entert8inment, educational 2nd business points of view of 
a properly organized C8nadian system. 

FINANCES 

The ~uestion of reising sufficignt ~oney to carry on the 
League's activities is a most difficult one at this time. Of the 
$3000 approved in May last 8S the ninimum re~uirement of the League 
for the coming autumn and winter, only some $490 has so far been 
raised. As the League deponds entirely on voluntary contributions, 
it wauld be of the grea tost assistance if those members who hrwe no i; 
alread~ contributod could find it possible to do so. The Executi7e 
Committee would also appreciate any suggestions as to how 
additional revenU6 could be secured. 

On behalf of the EXbcutive Co mrni ttoo, 
Yours faithfully, 

~A4l/~ 
Honvrnry Socretary. 



THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE 

THE HONORARY SECRETARY 
1 CLEMOW AVENUE OTTAWA. CANADA 

OTTAWA 

November 6,1931 

General Sir Arthur Uurrie,G.C.M.G., 
Chance llor ,ncGill Un1 versi ty, 
~ontreal, Q.ue. 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

~he object of this letter is to ask 
if it would be possible for you to make a financial 
contribution to the operating expenses of the Radio 
League. 

lhe Hadio League has been financed 
entirely by subscriptions from mcmbers of its Uouncil 
and Executive Committee, and by organizations supporting 
it. From these sources $2053.70 has been collected. 
Up to the present $2402.24 has been expended, the 
deficit having been covered by the Chairman of the 
Executi'le Commi ttee and the Honorary Secretary. 

At last May's Uouncil meeting $3000 WaS 
approved as the minimum necessary for the League's 
work in the autumn and winter of 1931-32. Of this 
amount only $500 has so far been received. 

As you know, the legal question of juris
diction will be decided by the Privy Council when the 
Radio appeal is heard on necember 1st. ~ollowing this 
judgment the Government will no doubt formulate its 
radio policy, and it is therefore important that the 
League be able to carry on its work effectively in order 
that the opinion it represents may influence the nature 
of this policy. 

If you find it possible to contribute, 
cheque should be made payable to the Canadian Radio 
League, or to the Honorary Treasurer,Mr.R.M.Gemmel, 
Manager, Bank of Nova Scotia, Ottawa. 

Yours faithfully, 

~~/~ 
(H~· ~) 



See especially pages 5 and 6. 

To counteract the propaganda being carried 
on by the interests, both Canadian and 
American, anxious to retain the status quo, 
we are asking you to wire in to the Chairman, 
Parliamentary Committee on Radio Broadcasting, 
House of Commons, Ottawa, supporting the 
League's plan as the only way of ensuring 
Canadian ownership, more Canadian programmes 
and the operation of Canadian broadcasting 
in the widest interests of the nation. 

Could you also ask a few of your friends to 
do likewise. The need is urgent. 



Canadian Radio for Canadians 
"It must be agreed that the present system of radio broadcasting 

is 1tnsatisfactory. Canadians have the right to a system of broad
casting from Canadian sources equal in all respects to that of any 
other country." 

-The Right Honourable R. B. Bennett, P.C., M.P., Prime 
Minister of Canada. 

THE ISSUE. 

The issue is the freedom of public opinion. The issue is, shall 
radio broadcasting be operated by commercial organizations for 
commercial purposes, as it is at present, or will it become, in the 
words of the Prime Minister cca most effectiTe instrument in nation 
building" ? 

Radio-an instrument of public service, or of priTate profit 
and propaganda? 

Radio-from Canadian sources for Canadians? 

The broadcasting problem is more than a problem of better 
entertainment. More than a problem of operating a utility. More 
than a problem of private interest. It is a problem of national 
moment. It is a problem of ensuring a free public opinion. 

Radio is a monopoly-a broadcaster monopolizes for the time 
he is broadcasting the channel he is broadcasting on. The number 
of channels is limited. The radio is like the telephone. It in~ 
evitably becomes a monopoly. It is a monopoly in 29 countries 
-a government monopoly in 21 of them. 

The issue is-who shall control that monopoly? The people 
of Canada? Who? 

The problem calls for immediate consideration. There has 
been stalemate for nearly three years. Development has been 
checked, stopped. Next autumn, the nations of the world will 
meet at Madrid to re-allot wave-lengths. There will be a consolida
tion of the radio systems of the world. Millions will be spent 
throughout the world to consolidate the new allotment. 

Canada must have a programme before the Madrid conference. 
After the Madrid Conference it may be too late. 

"The amount of fodder that is the antithesis of intellectual that 
comes over our radios is appalling while the selection of material for 
broadcasting remains in commercial hands." 

Senator the Right Honourable Arthur Meighen, P.C., former 
Prime Minister of Canada. 



"This group (US radio monopoly) by its power and inflttence 
is so subtle and effective as to portend the greatest danger to the 
fundamental of American republican government. No greater issue 
presents itself to the citizenry. A monopoly of mere property may 
be bad, but a 1'nonopoly of the voice and the expression of the people 
is quite a different thing." 

-Judge Ira Robillsoll, former Chairman of the U.S. Radio 
C om11zission. 

THE CONDITIONS. 

Radio broadcasting in Canada today is operated on the basis 
of advertising revenue, largely by private companies. What are 
the results? 

1. There is less than half an hour a day, average, broadcast
ing from coast to coast. 

2. There are 66 stations-of these only six are 5,000 watts 
power or over. Ten American cities have more power than all 
Canadian stations combined. 

3. Only three out of five Canadians can hear Canadian broad
casting regularly. 

4. Only seven stations in Canada broadcast the American mini
mum requirement of a station-twelve hours a day. Of these seven 
stations, four are associated with American radio chains and broad
cast a half or a third of American programmes. The other three 
stations are 500 watts each, limited in range and for 5--8 hours 
broadcast phonograph records. Not a single Canadian station, 
therefore, originates more than seven hours a day of Canadian 
programmes. 

Of the other stations-
26 broadcast only 5-10 hours a day. 
10 broadcast only 2-5 hours a day. 
14 broadcast only 2 hours or less. 

Of these stations, more than half of the service is phonograph 
records. 

Canada may claim more wave-lengths, but at the present time, 
Canada is not using and is not able to use the wave-lengths she has. 

5. Most Canadians listen most of the time to American sta
tions. Canadian stations do not hold Canadian audiences. 

6. Canadian coast-to-coast programmes have declined in 
number. 

"Under existing conditions, Canadian business suffers both 
from the lack of adequate broadcasting coverage and from extensive 
American advertising with which we are not able to c011't,pete." 

Col. 1. H. Woods, past president, Canadian Chamber of C om
merce. 



"The Canadian Legion believes that the Canadian public would 
be better served by some form of federal ownership and operation 
rather than by ownership and operation by private enterprise." 

-Canadian Legion (B.E.S.L.) 

THE ESSENTIALS OF A NATIONAL SYSTEM. 

There are certain primary conditions which any broadcasting 
system in Canada must fulfill if it is to be, in the words of the 
Prime Minister, "an effective instrument in nation building." These 
dominating necessities are: 

1. Canadian ownership and operation. 

2. Government reguhtion and control. 

3. Greater revenue for more and better Canadian programmes. 

4. Canadian coverage, clearer reception and larger stations. 

5. Sponsored advertising programmes, but no direct adver
tising. 

How are these essentials to be secured? 

ALTERNATIVE SYSTEMS. 

1. The present system means inadequate coverage, increased 
proportions of the programmes with advertising, inadequate re
venue for Canadian programmes, too many small stations, too few 
large stations. And who are entitled to channels? There are more 
than 400 applicants for stations. Only a fraction of these could 
get channels. If not all, who should get them? One church, but 
not another, one party paper, but not another, one railway, not 
another? How could there be selection? 

2. Two competitive networks operated by the railways, on 
the lines of competing hotels, express companies, telegraph com
panies, ships, etc. 

3. A private monopoly. Of what interests? 

4. A National system, of publicly owned stations with com
petition and private enterprise in programmes. 

"There has been unanimity in one fundamental question-Can
adian listeners want Canadian broadcasting." 

-Royal Commissi01l. 



"The question of monopoly in radio communication must be 
squarely met . .... It is incotlceivable that the American people will 
allow this new-born system of comtnttnicatioH to fall exclusively illto 
the power of any individual group, or combination . .... Radio com
munication is not to be considered as merely a business carried on for 
private gain, tor private advertisement, or for entertainment of the 
curious. It is a public concern impressed with the public trust and 
to be considered primarily from the standpoint of public interest." 

-H erbert Hoover. 

FINANCE. 

The fundamental problem of producing a first class Canadian 
system is the problem of finance. 

There are three principal methods, (1) government subsidy, 
(2) advertising, and (3) a listeners license fee-for the use of a 
set or of tubes. 

(1) An annual government subsidy at this time is not to be 
asked. N or is it necessary. Since the Aird report times have 
changed. 

(2) Advertising revenue in Canada is not sufficient to fin
ance the erection of first class stations and pay for first class 
programmes. No system, based upon providing Canadian cover
age, could be financed by advertising alone. The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating. National advertising programmes have 
been cut in half, and not a single Canadian station anywhere ori
ginates more than an average of seven hours of programmes a day. 

(3) The last alternative is the license fee. A three dollar 
license fee from each owner of a receiving set would produce from 
$1,500,000 to $2,000,000 a year, in addition to revenue from the sale 
of advertising time. 

A license fee of $3.00-less than a cent a day-imposes nOl 
burden upon any government, upon any advertiser, upon any 
broadcaster. It places a burden upon the person who benefits from 
broadcasting-the listener. 

The license fee-now $2.00 a year-if raised to $3.00 a year 
would solve the revenue problem of Canadian broadcasting. 

The capital expenditure required depends upon the type of 
station built. Col. Steele, Director of Radio, National Research 
Council and technical advisor to the Parliamentary Committee, 
estimates that $2,000,000 would build a complete new high-powered 
system. The Canadian Radio League-disagreeing here with 
the Aird report-is not advocating an expensive system. In due 
course, the League will lay before the Parliamentary Committee a 
detailed scheme entailing no capital expenditure in 1932, only a 
small expenditure in 1933, and will advocate that future capital ex
penditures, as in the case of the high-powered system in Britain, 
be made from revenue. 

"Wherever a public service is of such a nature as to lend itself 
to monopolistic control it rightfully comes within the classification 
of a public utility which should be publicly owned and den~ocrati
cally managed and radio broadcasting is within this category." 

-Trades and Labour Congress of Canada. 
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"Resolved that this Assembly believes that the best interests of 
Canada will be served by the adoption of a policy of national owner
ship of radio broadcasting and would recommend that the Federal 
parliament enact legislation givil1g effect to the recommendations of 
the Aird report." 

-Passed unanimously by the Alberta legislature. 

THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE. 

The Canadian Radio League is a voluntary, non-commercial, 
independent organization. It has no paid officers. It is the Toice 
of no special interest. It was organized by a group of listeners. 
It has grown to embrace practically every non-commercial, inde
pendent organization in Canada, the heads and other leaders of the 
Anglican, Catholic, United, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches, 
national women's organizations with a membership of 671,000, 
farmer, labour, and veterans' organizations with a memberShip of 
357,000, and a large body of business, industrialist, banking and 
professional leaders throughout the country, presidents of 16 Can
adian universities, newspapers and periodicals with a circulation of 
2,028,668. 

It has been opposed by the Canadian Pacific Railway, by the 
Association of Canadian Broadcasters, by newspapers owning 
stations. It has been attacked over the air. Yet, its support has 
steadily grown. Today, it represents every element in Canada. 

It is financed by private individuals. It is the public. It is 
public opinion. 

THE LEAGUE POLICY. 

The Canadian Radio League supported the Dominion govern
ment against the provinces in maintaining federal jurisdiction over 
radio communications, and intervened both before the Supreme 
Court at Ottawa and the Privy Council at London. 

The Canadian Radio League will appear before the Special 
Parliamentary Committee on Radio Broadcasting and will present 
a detailed scheme for a system of broadcasting that will comply 
with the essential condition~Canadian ownership and control, 
Canadian coverage, Canadian programmes. 

The League will advocate: 
1. The establishment of a Canadian Radio Broadcasting 

Company with a directorate appointed on a basis similar to the 
National Research Council, independent of political interference, 
not part of the civil service, yet responsible, in the last resort, to 
the people. 

2. A listeners' license fee of $3.00 to yield from $1,500,000 to 
$2,000,000. 

"It is the desire of the United Farmers of Canada (Saskatche
wan section) that radio broadcasting in Canada be organized along 
the lines recommended by the Royal Commission." 

-Statement by United Farmers of Canada (Sask.) 



"The Archbishop of Qltebec is keenly alive to the influe11ce of 
broadcastillg on the mind and spirit of modern generations . .... H e 
approves with his whole heart the object of the Canadian Radio 
League which is striving to ensure the dignity a1ld the art of this so 
powerful means of reaching the people, which, unfortunately, com
mercialism is in danger conti1t1wlly of lowering. He cannot but ap
plaud the efforts of the Canadian Radio League for the improve'ment 
and refillement of broadcast programmes." (Translation). 

-M m!seigneur Villeneuve, Archbishop of Quebec. 

LEAGUE POLICY (Continued) 

3. The immediate establishment of a programme building 
organization to increase the amount of national broadcasting and 
make available Canadian programmes from coast to coast. 

4. The launching of a long-term technical scheme designed to 
eliminate the present chaotic conditions and to give a system of 
Canadian owned and operated stations that will improve reception 
and enlarge coverage. 

5. Provision for low power local stations for items of local 
interest. 

6. A monopoly of broadcasting facilities, for reasons of econ
omy in construction and maintenance, and efficiency in operation-

7. Competition in programmes between private companies 
and the national company, between the provinces and other authori
ties sponsoring programmes-

8. Adequate representation of and protection for the pro
vinces and minorities. 

Competition and Private Enterprise in Programmes. Public 
ownership and control of stations. 

"Resolved that, the National Council of Women of Canada 
declare their strong support of the establishment of a Canadian 
Broadcasting Company by the Dominion of Canada. to own, operate 
and control all broadcasting stations in the Dominion, to erect high
powered stations that can serve the whole Canadian people, to elim
inate direct advertising, and by the' increase of a license fee to three 
dollars, finance a greater number of Canadian programmes. 

-National Council of Women. 

" .... The hnperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire 
welcomes the suggestion of the Canadian Radio League in its desire 
to organize p1lblic opinion in regard to the national ownership of 
broadcasting as a public service . .... " 

-Resolution of Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire. 

"There is no d01tbt in m'V mind that there is abundant material 
of a first-class quality in Canada to provide as fine radio performances 
as could be 'wished for ." 

-Ernest MacMillan, Conductor, Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 



"The CO/wdian Radio Leaguc, 7."hilc advocatillg a systcm 7dzich 
7l'il1 give Canadialls the opportunity of hearing rcgular Calladian 
progra1l1mes of a distillcti'1.,'c character, has 110 desirc to blalll?et L"llited 
States program1J1es alld ad7.'ocates that all statiolls be so located 7..'ith 
regard to populous celltres as to obviate the possibilit,y of blallketing 
reception from United States stations, , ... " 

-Radio League COllstitlltioll. 

U. S. SITUATION 

"Let the American situation be described, as it concerns Canada, 
in a series of statements which may be elaborated in more detail as 
required. 
"First, Canada, for purposes of commercial exploitation, is part of 

the territory of the Radio Corporation of America, .... .', 
"Secondly, The Radio Corporation of America . . . . occupies a 

dominant position, amounting in respect of some services, to 
a monopoly. It operates directly or through subsidiaries, 
trans-oceanic, ship-to-shore, broadcasting and other services. 
The National Broadcasting Company, the RC.A. Communi
cations, the Radiomarine Corporation, The Radio-Victor Com
pany, The Radiotron Corporation, General Motors Radio Cor
poration, the RC.A. Photophone, and the largest motion pic
ture, vaudeville and other entertainment companies are sub
sidiaries of the RC.A. Through patents estimated to number 
more than 4,000, it influences where it does not control the 
radio manufacturing .industry of North America." ... " 

"Thirdly, The RC.A. and associates have entered into traffic and 
service agreements which embrace, if not in their terms, in 
their effect, the Dominion of Canada, and have made certain 
Canadian broadcasts impossible." 

"Fifthly, The American broadcasting chains are supported by ad
vertising. This advartising is not only heard in Canada, but, 
where there are Canadian subsidiaries, the advertising pro
grammes originating in the United States are relayed to Cana
dian stations. These broadcasts employ no Canadian talent." 

"Sixthly, Canadian stations in the largest centres of population are, 
in some instances, owned or controlled by American interests. 
Others relay a large portion of their daily program from 
American sources." 
"In brief, Canada, for important commercial and communica

tion purposes, is part of the territory of the largest American radio 
communications and manufacturing group. This group in the 
United States is being attacked as a monopoly, as a combination in 
restraint of trade, as the propagandist voice of the so-called "power 
trust" of the United States, and as a threat to American republican 
government." 

- Statem ent of Canadian Radio L eague to P arlia mentary CO'nt
mittee. 

"To ensure that short-rallge local broadcasting stations be yiven 
consideration b)1 the govenzmellt in order that local needs ma.v be 
met." 

-Radio League Constitution. 



((The policy of radio broadcasting should depend on 7.vhetlzer 7.L'e 
cOllsider broadcasting as a business or as a mediulll to be llsed for the 
benefit of the coHlltry. If it is a bllsilless, 7.l'Cl/, SOIllC cOlltrol of pro
grams, or of the activities of the statiolls 7.L'Ollld be sufficient, but if it 
is to be lIsed for t/U' benefit of the countrJ', frolll all points of vie7L', it 
can hardly be a profit-making business. That is the fUlldalllental fact 
of the whole casc, whether broad castillg is a busilless for profit
making purposes or all instrument to be 1Ised for the benefit of the 
public at large." 

-Augllstin Frigol1. JJIember, Royal COlllmissio1l all Radio 
Broadcasting. 

Address all commtmications to-

ALAN B. PLA UNT, Honorary Secretary, 

CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE, 

1 CLEMOW AVE., 

OTTAWA. 



M E M 0 RAN D U hl 

sumnTTED ON BEHAI.F 01:' THE CANADIAN .RADIO LI;AGUE 

BY GRAHAM SPRY 
fAarch 15, 1932. 

Some Internat.ional Aspects of Radio Broad.casting bearing 
upon the Canadian Radio Problem. 

It is not proposed at this time to submit in full the 
system of radio broadcasting advocated by the Canadian Rad~o League. 
Our main position, ho~ever, may be stated in few and definite words. 
We advocate 

1. Canadian operation and ownership of stations. 

2. Government reguJ.lltion and control of broadcasting. 

3. Competition and private enterprise in programmes. 

4. Greater revenue for more and better Canadian programmes. 

5. Canadian coverage, clearer reception, and fewer and 
larger stations. 

6. The elimination of dire.t advertising sales appeals, 
but the continuation of sponsored programmes. 

7. The development of broadeasting,not only as a means 
of' entertainment, but as "an ef1'ective instrument 
in nation building". 

8. The fullest protection of the language and character 
of the Province of Quebec. 

~. Immediate action by Parliament to ensure Canadian 
interests are safeguarded at the Madrid Radiotelegraph 
Conference in September, 1932. 

The position of the Canadian Radio League is that so 
powerful and useful an agency of communication should be used for the 
broadest national purposes, that it should be owned and operated by 
the people, that it sbould noL primarily be adapted to narrow advert
ising and propagandist purposes by irres~onsibl8 companies subject to 
no popular regulat.ion or control. 

It is not proposed on this occaSion, ho_ever, to 
discuss those controversial aspects of the radio hroadcesting problem, 
but to sketch briefly certain considerations cif an international 
character which, in th3 view of th0 Canadian Radio League, urgently 
compel the formulation of a policy - be it private or public - by the 
Government of Canada at this present secsion of Parliament. 
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That the prescn~ stalemato ~hich has persisted for thr08, 
indeed for four years, in Canada, must b0 ond~d, is patont to all 
interests. Batueen tho listeners and the private broadcasto~s thero 
is on this point no disagruomcnt. All int0r~sts, ~ithout disti~ction, 
arc agreed that definite, cl~an-cut and docisi7o action is d~sirod 
and expected of this Committee and this session of Parliament. 

This necessity is given add0d force and urgoncy by the 
intornational situation both in the l70rld at large, and in North Amorica. 

Th0 significanc~ of the intornational situation is this: 
at Madrid tho broadcasting band uill ba re-allottod and perhaps en
largc~ betl70en tho diffe~ent nations and contincntG of the world. 
Competition for uave-lcngths uill bo saverc. A nation uithout a 
prosramme will have no basis for bargaining, and once the l70rld sit
uation has boen dealt °cith and it is a matter for Canada, the United 
statos, IJ~exico and Cubs to agreo upon the allotment of tho broadcasting 
band, if Canada has established no claims at Madrid and hee formulated 
no policy at homa, f~at ri~ht ~ill she have to claim more channels 
when she is not, as Conmandor Ed7ards' evidence on March 11th abundantly 
shows, using the channels Shb has? 

The Madrid Radiotelegraph Conference will embrace the 
principal broadcasting nations of the world, and more particularly 
European and North American nations. It will be the first inter
national radio conference since the Conference at ~ashington, 1927, 
which allotted the frequency bands to the different services such as 
broadcasting 550 to 1500 k/cs, ship-to-shore, aeronautic, direetion
finding, trans-oceanic servicos, etc . 

~he ~ashington Conference included representatives of the 
Union Internationale do Radiophonie, uhich had been organized in London 
in 1925 and had met and allotted the:; b:::'oadcasting band among different 
European nations at Geneva in 1926, Brussels in 1928, and Pragua,1929. 

These plans were definite improvements upon their pre
decessors, but so rapid has boen the gro~th of broadcasting power i~ 
Europe, that the Prague Plan is now obsoleta, mutual interfere~ce has 
become a serious evil , and all Europoan nations are deter~ined and 
ready to doal drastically with the problem at Madrid. 

those: 
The proposals of importance which will bo discussed are 

1. The increase in the separation bet~eon channels 
from nine to eleven k/cs., with the consequont 
reduction in th0 number or channels froD 106, 
as at preeent, to 87 channels. 

2. The extension of the broadcasting band bolow 550 
k/C's. to include channels in the "long-nave bandit, 
that band betueen say 350 and 550 k/cs. 

Both of theso policies, as ~oll as those concerning othor 
aspects of radio communications, if adopted by the Mad rid Conference 
and given the ff'lrco of international lan through a convention similar 
to that of Washington in 1927, ~ill bear diractly upon Canadian radio 
broadcasting. 
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At the presont time Canada has no policy. There is no 
authority that has nOTI the po~er t6 regulate effectively Canadian 
broadcasting. Thoro is a multiplicity of authoritios, and the 
Government has not seon fit oven to include the expenses of a delegation 
to Madrid in the estimates of the Dopartment of Marino. 

If Canada has no programme, hon can she bargain for wave
lengths at Madrid? If -.7e have no programme, how \1il1 \7e kno-;r what to 
claim? And if >1e mako an arbitrary claim, hou will l7e support and 
substantiate it? A nation that neither knol7s uhat it l7ants, nor I7hat 
it wants it for, ~ill be in no position to hold its oun with European 
nations or with North American nations ard~ntly competing for greater 
portions of tho broadcasting band. 

In Europe the growth of broadcasting has beon phenomenal. 
In the years I7hich have seen not progross, but in some respects 
retrogression in Canada, there has beon a growth in the number and 
power of stations and in the use of broadcasting. With European 
nations broadcasting is no question of entertainment only, it is there 
considered a question of urgent national moment; it is a major question 
of national policy, a~ important, indeed, as the educational system. 

This grol7th is revealed in the table of stations and 
increase in pOl7er here set forth, and taken from the British Broadcasting 
Corporation Year Book, 1932, page 308. 

Spring Spring Spring 
1926, 1929, 1931. 

Plan de Plan de 
Gene~To • Prag~e. 

Total number of stations (U.S.S.R. 
exc ept€" d) · . 119 189 213 

Number of stations of the U.S.S.R. ? 11 48 
Total number . · . . . . . ? 200 261 
Total pouer in k;,- • (C.C.LR. ) 150 600 2,860 
Number of stations of 20 kTI'. and more 1 5 44 
Number of stations of 50 k"l~ • and more 0 1 27 
Maximum power in kYle . • 22 54 158 
Mean power per station in kll •. 1.1 3 11 
Separation in kC/so . • . . . 10 9 9 

A growth in thG number of stations, in the pOTIor of 
stations, in the development of national radio policy, this is the 
gross and scope of broadcasting endeavour in Europe. These, and 
great plans of future development, arc to be the bases of the dis
cussions at Madrid. 

In 1927, beforu the Washington Conferenco, it vas pointed 
out in the British Broadcasting Corporation Year Book, 1928, pago 288, 
that preparations should be made "in order that European broadcasters 
should have their house in order and a definite policy framed on careful 
experiments and proved by rocent experienco to be satisfactory, with 
which to support their clai~s for the necessary ~avG-bands at this 
Conference". That is procisely ~hnt should be said of this country. 
We should. have at least a plan to put our house in order, "l7i th <{hich 
to support our claims for the necessary TIave-bands." 
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What will bo the Pblitics of the Madrid Conference? 
It would appear that it will be a contest between the United States, 
on one hand, and European nations on the other. Both are fully 
organized and fully prepared for the conference; both have policies 
to support and to imple~ent, if confirmed~ 

The United States, with the lion's share of the broad~ast
ing band and satisfactory positions for other serVices, is in~lined to 
stand pat and oppose any fundamental alterations in the Convention of 
1927. 

European countries, on the other hand, are compelled to 
seek a better allotment and an increase in that section of the spectrum 
used for broadcasting purposes. 

~here does Canada's interest lie? 

Can~da, under a satisfactory system. will require more 
channels~ How will she secure them? There are only two possible 
meanst fi~st, by securing channels now used by the United States; 
second, by an enlargement of the broadcasting band. 

If Canada is not represented at Madrid she will not be in 
a posi+.ion to vote with European nations in support of the ~econd 
alternative, name17, the extension of the band. If Canada is at 
Madrid her voice and vote may be decisive and will certainly be 
important. Certainly her voice may be raised to demonstrate that 
all of North America is not satisfied. 

And if Canada goes to Madrid, secures .onsideration for 
her views, will she ~ot be in a stronger bargaining position when she 
must negotiate with the United States f~r more channels? 

The Madrid discussions are of essential significance for 
fue future of Canadian broadcasting. If Canada'S interests are not 
secured, then, they may suffer permanently. 

At those discussions, unless this Committee and this 
Parliament formulate a policy for future development, Canada will have 
no record of growth to report, no programme of construction to present, 
no just, honest and convincing claim for fur~her channels to make. 

Such ~re the intornational and mainly European aspects 
bearing upon the Canadian policy. But more important and mora urgent 
is the North American situation. ln the last resort, the broadcasting 
band allotted at Madrid will be divided and reco~nized by whatever 
agreement there may be between the nations of this continent. At 
present there is none, but an informal gentleman's agreement, which 
has been given effect to, not by an intorhational treaty, but in the 
United States by General Ord3r Forth of the Faderal Radio Commission, 
and by regulations of the Department of Marine under the Radiotelegraph 
Act in Canada. 

What is the American situation as it bears upon the 
Canadian sitUation? This is a complicated and delicate question 
and cannot be more than brie!ly answered hore. That the American 
people and the American Governm3nt have nothing but fri0ndliness for 
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Canada, thore can be no doubt~ That is not challenged. But such 
is the American system,that comme rcial inter est s are constantly 
warring to improve their position. In these struggles Canadian 
interests sometimes seriously suffor. 

In discussing the American situation even here in 
this bri~f and but suggestive manner, let it be clearly stated that 
there is no hint of unfriendliness on the part of the Canadian Radio 
teague, nor any attack upon the American system. \'ie do not suggest 
that the American system is good or bad; '"e only suggest that, be it 
good or bad, it sometimes impinges upon Canadian interests, and not 
al~ays b0n0ficially. 

Let the Am er i can sit 11 a t ion bed e s cri t e d, a sit 
concerns Canada, in a series of statements '.7hich may be elaborated in 
more detail as required. 

First, Canada, for purposes of commercial exploitation, is 
part of the territory of th~ Radio Corporation of 
America, and by agreement "ith the Radio Corporation 
of America, British interests have contracted not 
to compete ~ ith American interests in the Dominion 
of Canac1,a. 

Secona..ly, The Radio Corporation of America is a subsidiary 
of the Goneral Electric Company and the ~estinghouse 
Ele-ctric, and occupies a dominant posi.tion, amounting 
in respect of some services, to a monopoly. It 
operates directly or through subsidiaries, trans
oceanic, ship-to-shore, broadcasting and other services. 
The National Broadcasting Company, the R.C.A. commun
ications, the Radiomarine Corporation, the Radio-Victor 
Company, the Radiotron Corporation, General Motors 
Radio Corporation, th e R.C.A.Photophone, and the 
largest motion picture vaudeville and other enter
tainment companies are subsidiaries of the R.C.A. 
Through patents estimated to number more than 4,000, 
it influences uhere it does not control the radio 
manufacturing industry of North America. The Radio 
Corporat ion of Amorica \';as organized not only for 
commercial purposes, [ut also to challenge and to 
expel the po~or of the British communications group 
in the United States, inde e d in North America. 

Thirdly, The R.C.A. and associates have entered into traffic 
and service agreements uhich embrace, if not in their 
terms, in their effect, the Dominion of Canada, and 
have made ~6rtain Canadian broadcasts impossible. 

Fourthly, The AmeriC'an radio manufacturing companies, through 
royalties agreements, stock control or subsidiary 
companies of various kinds, occupy a predominant 
position in the Canadian radio manufacturing field, 
and British companies using fundamental patentS' have 
boen excluded from entry into Canada. 
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Fifthly, The American broadcasting chains urG supported 
by advertisin~. This advertising is not only 
heard in Canada, but, \,hcro th~re arc Canadian 
subsidiaries, th-"' advertising progranmos originati!lg 
in the United Statos are relayed to Canadian stations. 

Sixthly, Canadian st~tions in the larg e st centres of 
population aro, in some i~stanccs, o~€d or con-
trolled by American intorosts. Others; relay a 
large portion of thoir dail:; programme fron American 
soure-es. This relaying of Americm: programmes, 
welcome as it is in many instances, ~oakens Canada'S 
clai~ for further channels, and, as has been rightly 
pointed out by the Federal Radio Commission of the 
United States, if Caneda can hear American programmes 
direct, ~hy provide Canada ~ith channels to duplicatc 
those programncs? 

In brief, Canada, for important commercial and 
communication purposes, is part of the territory of the largest 
American radio communications and manufacturing group. This group 
in the United States is being attaoked as a monopoly, as a combination 
in restraint of trade, as the progandist voice of the s~-called "power 
trust" of'the United States, and as a threat to American republiean 
g ov ernne nt .. 

What~ then, is Canada's position, wedged as 
she is between a fiercely competitivc group of European nations and a 
dominant American group? 

Without a programme, uithout a policy, how 
can Canada claim her share of the air, oither at Madrid or at ~ashington? 

The sinple fact is: Canada nay arbitrarily 
Claim, but en the present systen she cannot justify a greater share 
of the broadcasting band. Canada is not using the channels shc has. 
There are not ten stations in Canada which are using the channels 
allotted to them. We are asserting our right to channels we do not 
now fully use. With what justice nay Vie clain further channels? 

The answer rests TIith this Connittee of the 
House of Conmons of Canada. The answer lies in the poli~y whieh 
this Committee must formulate at this session of Parliament. 

It is the conviction of the Cnnadien Radio 
League that Canada should be r e ¥r~sented at the International Radio
telegraph Conference at lindrid. 

It is the conviction of the Canadian Radio 
League that a long-tern but definite prograTIoe of Qrocdcasting develop
ment be enacted at this session of Parlianent. 
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It is like p isG the ~onviction of the Canadian Radio 
League that a policy of public opnorship and op ~ration of radio 
broadcasting stations in Canada rli ll alone utt erly assure Canadian 
ounership and nakG possible a systen uhich will justify Canad~'s claim 
for nore channels. 

The radio problem is no oere question of oore or 
better entertainnent, of more or less edvertising. It is a question 
of public opinion, of the basis of free governnent. The choice before 
this Committeo is clear; it is a choice betpoen conoercial interests 
and the people's interests. It is a choice between the State and 
the United States. 



THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE 

THE HONORARY SECRETARY 
I CLIEMOW AVENue OTTAWA, CANAOA 

OTTAWA 

March 16, 1932 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

There is likely in the near future to be 
a determined attempt on the part of the interests opposing 
a Canadian broadcasting organization, as proposed by the 
Canadian Radio League, to question the s~pport of some 
of our members. It would therefore greatly strengthen 
our hand if you would wire or write us confirming your 
position in this matter. 

~ith the appointment of a Parliamentary 
Committee to examine the whole question of a broadcasting 
p 0 1 icy for C an a d a , the is sue has rea c h e dad e c is i v e j u n c tu re. 
Within the next month the whole future of Canadian broad
casting will be decided. 

Interests favouring the status quo, both 
Canadian and American, are well represented before this 
Committee. In addition they are spending large sums of 
money to confuse the League's aims and generally to 
influence the Committee's decision. If the public interest 
in this matter is to be adequately represented, all friendly 
elements will have to continue actively to support the 
League's programme. 

Enclosed is the first memorandum the League 
has submitted to the Committee. On page lour proposal 
of publicly-owned stations with competition in programm~s 
is cl early set forth. Pages 5 and 6 contain a summary of 
the effect of the United States on the Canadian situation. 

Hoping to hear from you at the earliest 
p os s ib 1 e mom en t. 

Yours sincerely, 

Al an B. F 1 a un t , 
Honorary Secretary. 

General . Sir Arthur Currle, 
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, p. Q. 



OFFICE OF PRESIDENT AND 

VICE-CHANCELLOR 

THE UNIVERSITY OF' WESiERN ONTARIO 

LONDON , CANADA 

r..arch 21, 1932. 

Sir Arthur 'I. Currie, 
Principal, 1 cGill University, 
ront real, P. Q. 

Dear Sir: 

President Fox is cont'ined to his 
home owing to an attack of influenza and has 
asked me over the telephone to reply to your 
letter regarding the radio control question. 

Some time ago he asked President 
Stanley, as Secretary of the Conference, to 
send to the Special Committee on Radio Eroad
castir~ a copy of the resolution regarding 
radio passed by the Conference in 1929 at the 
meetings in Ottawa. and we assume that he has 
done so before this. That is t he only brief 
of t he united univers it ies that can be given 
at the present time. though each university 
is at liberty to make such st at eme nt s as it 
~ishes to make concerning its own position. 

Yours very truly, 

~ - 4 (""-.' 
/.?~ A.--c..~/ 

Secretary to the President. 



Canadian Radio for Canadians 
"It must be agreed that the present system of radio broadcasting 

is unsatisfactory. Canadians have the right to a system of broad
casting from Canadian sources equal in all respects to that of any 
other country." 

-The Right Honourable R. B. Bennett, P.C., M.P., Prime 
Minister of Canada. 

THE ISSUE. 

The issue is the freedom of pubUc opinion. The issue il, shall 
radio broadcasting be operated by commercial organizations for 
commercial purposes, as it is at present, or will it become, in the 
words of the Prime Minister "a mOlt effectin instrument in nation 
building" ? 

Radio-an instrument of public service, or of pdnte prollt 
and propaganda? 

Radio-from Canadian sources for Canadians? 

The broadcasting problem is more than a problem of better 
entertainment. More than a problem of operating a utility. More 
than a problem of private interest. It is a problem of national 
moment. It is a problem of ensuring a free public opinion. 

Radio is a monopoly-a broadcaster monopolizes for the time 
he is broadcasting the channel he is broadcasting on. The number 
of channels is limited. The radio is like the telephone. It in
evitably becomes a monopoly. It is a monopoly in 29 countrieJ 
-a government monopoly in 21 of them. 

The issue is-who shall control that monopoly? The people 
of Canada? Who? 

The problem calls for immediate consideration. There has 
been stalemate for nearly three years. Development has been 
checked, stopped. Next autumn, the nations of the world will 
meet at Madrid to re-allot wave-lengths. There will be a consolida
tion of the radio systems of the world. Millions will be spent 
throughout the world to consolidate the new allotment. 

Canada must have a programme before the Madrid conference. 
After the Madrid Conference it may be too late. 

"The amount of fodder that is the antithesis of intellectual that 
comes over our radios is appalling while the selection of material for 
broadcasting remains in commercial hands." 

Senator the Right Honourable Arthur Meighen, P .C., former 
Prime Minister of Canada. 



"This groHp (U.s. radio monopoly) by its power and influence 
is so subtle and effective as to portend the greatest danger to the 
fundamental of American republican government. No greater issue 
prese1tts itself to the citizenry. A monopoly of mere property may 
be bad, but a monopoly of the voice and the expression of the people 
is quite a different thing." 

-Judge Ira Robinso1t, fanner Chairman of the U.S. Radio 
Commission. 

THE CONDITIONS. 

Radio broadcasting in Canada today is operated on the basis 
of advertising revenue, largely by private companies. What are 
the results? 

1. There is less than half an hour a day, average, broadcast
ing from coast to coast. 

2. There are 66 stations-of these only six are 5,000 watts 
power or over. Ten American c:ities have more power than all 
Canadian stations combined. , 

3. Only three out of five Canadians can hear Canadian broad
casting regularly. 

4. Only seven stations in Canada broadcast the American mini
mum requirement of a station-twelve hours a day. Of these seven 
stations, four are associated with American radio chains and broad
cast a half or a third of American programmes. The other three 
stations are 500 watts each, limited in range and for 5-8 hour$ 
broadcast phonograph records. Not a single Canadian station, 
therefore, originates more than seven hours a day of Canadian 
programmes. 

Of the other stations--
26 broadcast only 5-10 hours a day. 
10 broadcast only 2-5 hours a day. 
14 broadcast only 2 hours or less. 

Of these stations, more than half of the service is phonograph 
records. 

Canada may claim more wave-lengths, but at the present time, 
Canada is not using and is not able to use the wave-lengths she has. 

5. Most Canadians listen most of the time to American sta
tions. Canadian stations do not hold Canadian audiences. 

6. Canadian coast-to-coast programmes have declined in 
number. 

"Under existing conditions} Canadian business suffers both 
from the lack of adequate broadcasting coverage and fro 'm extensive 
American advertising with which we are not able to compete." 

Col. f. H. Woods} past president, Canadian Chamber of Com
merce. 



"The Calladian Legion believes that the Canadian public would 
be better served by some form of federal ownership and operation 
rather than by oWttership and operation by private enterprise." 

-Canadian Legion (B.E .s.L. ) 

THE ESSENTIALS OF A NATIONAL SYSTEM. 

There are certain primary conditions which any broadcasting 
system in Canada must fuUiU if it is to be, in the words of the 
Prime Minister, "an effective instrument in nation building." These 
dominating necessities are: 

1. Canadian ownership and operation. 

2. Government regu!!!.tion and control 

3. Greater revenue for more and better Canadian programmes. 

4. Canadian coverage, clearer reception and larger stations. 

5. Sponsored advertising programmes, but no direct adver
tising. 

How are these essentials to be secured? 

ALTERNATIVE SYSTEMS. 

1. The present system means inadequate coverage, increased 
proportions of the programmes with advertising, inadequate re
venue for Canadian programmes, too many small stations, too few 
large stations. And who are entitled to channels? There are more 
than 400 applicants for stations. Only a fraction of these could 
get channels. If not all, who should get them? One church, but 
not another, one party paper, but not another, one railway, not 
another? How could there be selection? 

2. Two competitive networks operated by the railways, on 
the lines of competing hotels, express companies, telegraph com
panies, ships, etc. 

3. A private monopoly. Of what interests? 

4. A National sYJ'tem, of publicly owned stations with com
petition and private enterprise in programmes. 

"There has been unanimity in one fttnda1nental question-Can
adian listeners want Canadian broadcasting." 

-Royal Commission. 



"The question of monopoly in radio communication mHst be 
squarely met . .... It is inconceivable that the A merican people will 
allow this new-born system of communication to fall exclusively illto 
the power of any individual grOltp, or combillation . .... Radio C01n
mU1licatioll is 1I0t to be considered as merely a b11siness carried on for 
private gain, for private advertisement, or for entertainment of the 
curious. It is a public concern impressed with the public trust and 
to be considered primarily from the standpoint of public interest." 

-H erbert Hoover. 

FINANCE. 

The fundamental problem of producing a rust class Canadian 
system is the problem of finance. 

There are three principal methods, (1) government subsidy, 
(2) advertising, and (3) a listeners license f~for the use of a; 
set or of tubes. 

(1) An annual government subsidy at this time is not to be 
asked. N or is it necessary. Since the Aird report times have 
changed. 

(2) Advertising revenue in Canada is not sufficient to fin
ance the erection of first class stations and pay for first clas9 
programmes. No system, based upon providing Canadian cover
age, could be financed by advertising alone. The proof of thd 
pudding is in the eating. National advertising programmes have 
been cut in half, and not a single Canadian station anywhere ori· 
ginates more than an average of seven hours of programmes a day. 

(3) The last alternative is the license fee. A three dollar 
license fee from each owner of a receiving set would produce from 
$1,500,000 to $2,000,000 a year, in addition to revenue from the sale 
of advertising time. 

A license fee of $3.00-1ess than a cent a day-imposes nOl 
burden upon any government, upon any advertiser, upon any 
broadcaster. It places a burden upon the person who benefits from 
broadcasting-the listener. 

The license fee-now $2.00 a year-if raised to $3.00 a year 
would solve the revenue problem of Canadian broadcasting. 

The capital expenditure required depends upon the type of 
station built. Col. Steele, Director of Radio, National Research 
Council and technical advisor to the Parliamentary Committee, 
estimates that $2,000,000 would build a complete new high-powered 
system. The Canadian Radio League--disagreeing here with 
the Aird report-is not advocating an expensive system. In due 
course, the League will lay before the Parliamentary Committee a 
detailed scheme entailing no capital expenditure in 1932, only a 
small expenditure in 1933, and will advocate that future capital ex
penditures, as in the case of the high-powered system in Britain, 
be made from revenue. 

"Wherever a public service is of such a nature as to lend itself 
to monopolistic cOlltrol it rightfully comes within the classification 
of a public utility which should be publicly owned and den~ocrati
cally managed and radio broadcasting is within this category." 

-Trades and Labour Congress of Canada. 



"Resolved that this Assembly believes that the best interests of 
Canada will be served by the adoption of a policy of national owner
ship of radio broadcasting and would recommend that the Federal 
parliament enact legislation giving effect to the recommendations of 
the Aird report.n 

-Passed unanimously by the Alberta legislature. 

THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE. 

The Canadian Radio League is a voluntary, non-commereial, 
independent organization. It has no paid officers. It is the 'Voice 
of no special interest. It was organized by a group of listeners. 
It has grown to embrace practically every non-commercial, inde
pendent organization in Canada, the heads and other leaders of the 
Anglican, Catholic, United, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches, 
national women's organizations with a membership of 671,000, 
farmer, labour, and veterans' organizations with a membership of 
357,000, and a large body of business, industrialist, banking and 
professional leaders throughout the country, presidents of 16 Can
adian universities, newspapers and periodicals with a circulation of 
2,028,668. 

It has been opposed by the Canadian Pacific Railway, by the 
Association of Canadian Broadcasters, by newspapers owning 
stations. It has been attacked over the air. Yet, its support has 
steadily grown. Today, it represents every element in Canada. 

It is financed by private individuals. It is the public. It is 
public opinion. 

THE LEAGUE POLICY. 

The Canadian Radio League supported the Dominion govern
ment against the provinces in maintaining federal jurisdiction over 
radio communications, and intervened both before the Supreme 
Court at Ottawa and the Privy Council at London. 

The Canadian Radio League will appear before the Special 
Parliamentary Committee on Radio Broadcasting and will present 
a detailed scheme for a system of broadcasting that will comply 
with the essential conditions--Canadian ownership and control, 
Canadian coverage, Canadian programmes. 

The League will advocate: 
1. The establishment of a Canadian Radio Broadcasting 

Company with a directorate appointed on a basis similar to the 
National Research Council, independent of political interference, 
not part of the civil service, yet responsible, in the last resort, to 
the people. 

2. A listeners' license fee of $3.00 to yield from $1,500,000 to 
$2,000,000. 

"It is the desire of the United Farmers of Canada (Saskatche
wan section) that radio broadcasting in Canada be organized along 
the lines recommended by the Royal Commission.n 

-Statement by United Farmers of Canada (Sask.) 



"The Archbishop of Quebec is keenly alive to the influence of 
broadcasting on the mind and spirit of modern generations . .... He 
approves with his whole heart the object of the Canadian Radio 
League which is striving to ensure the dignity a'tld the art of this so 
powerful means of reaching the people, which, unfortunately, com
mercialism is in danger continually of lowering. He cannot but ap
plaud the efforts of the Canadian Radio League for the improvt?mellt 
and refilIement of broadcast programmes." (Translatiol~). 

-M onseigneur VilleneHve, Archbishop of Quebec. 

LEAGUE POLICY (Continued) 

3. The immediate establishment of a programme building 
organization to increase the amount of national broadcasting and 
make available Canadian programmes from coast to coast. 

4. The launching of a long-term. technical scheme designed to 
eliminate the present chaotic conditions and to give a system of 
Canadian owned and operated stations that will improve reception 
and enlarge coverage. 

5. Provision for low power local stations for items of local 
interest. 

6. A monopoly of broadcasting facilities, for reasons of econ
omy in construction and maintenance, and efficiency in operation-

7. Competition in programmes between private companies 
and the national company, between the provinces and other authori
ties sponsoring programmes-

8. Adequate representation of and protection for the pro
vinces and minorities. 

Competition and Private Enterprise in Programmes. Public 
ownership and control of stations. 

"Resolved that, the National Council of Women of Canada 
declare their strong st£pport of the establishment of a Canadian 
Broadcasting Company by the Dominion of Canada to own, operate 
and control all broadcasting stations in the Dominion, to erect high
powered stations that can serve the whole Canadian people, to elim
inate direct advertising, and by the increase of a license fee to three 
dollars, finance a greater nttmber of Canadian programmes. 

-National Council of Women. 

" .... The Imperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire 
welcomes the suggestion of the Canadian Radio League in its desire 
to organize public opinion in regard to the national ownership of 
broad casting as a. public service . .... " 

-Resolution of Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire. 

"There is no doubt in m~1 mind that there is abundant material 
of a first-class quality in Canada to provide as fine radio performances 
as could be wished for." 

-Ernest MacMillal1, Conductor, Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 



"The Canadian Radio League, while advocating a system 'i.l'flich 
,i.'ill Vive Canadians the opportunity of hearing regular Calladian 
programmes of a distillctive character, has HO desire to blanket [: Ilited 
States programmes and advocates that all statiol1s be so located 'i..'ith 
rcgard to populous centres as to obviate the possibility of blallketilllj 
rcccttion from United States stations . .... " 

-Radio League C ollstjtlttion. 
---

U. S. SITUATION 

"Let the American situation be described, as it concerns Canada, 
in a series of statements which may be elaborated in more detail as 
required. 
"First, Canada, for purposes of commercial eXploitation, is part of 

the territory of the Radio Corporation of America, ... .. " 
"Secondly, The Radio Corporation of America . . . . occupies a 

dominant position, amounting in respect of some services, to 
a monopoly. It operates directly or through subsidiaries, 
trans-oceanic, ship-to-shore, broadcasting and other services. 
The National Broadcasting Company, the R.C.A. Communi
cations, the Radiomarlne Corporation, The Radio-Victor Com
pany, The Radiotron Corporation, General Motors Radio Cor
poration, the R.C.A. Photophone, and the largest motion pic
ture, vaudeville and other entertainment companies are sub
sidiaries of the R.C.A. Through patents estimated to number 
more than 4,000, it influences where it does not control the 
radio manufacturing industry of North America." . ... 

"Thirdly, The R.C.A. and associates have entered into traffic and 
service agreements which embrace, if not in their terms, in 
their effect, the Dominion of Canada, and have made certain 
Canadian broadcasts impossible." 

"Fifthly, The American broadcasting chains are supported by ad
vertising. This advartising is not only heard in Canada, but, 
where there are Canadian subsidiaries, the advertising pro
grammes originating in the United States are relayed to Cana
dian stations. These broadcasts employ no Canadian talent." 

"Sixthly, Canadian stations in the largest centres of population are, 
in some instances, owned or controlled by American interests. 
Others relay a large portion of their daily program from 
American sources." 
"In brief, Canada, for important commercial and communica

tion purposes, is part of the territory of the largest American radio 
communications and manufacturing group. This group in the 
United States is being attacked as a monopoly, as a combination in 
restraint of trade, as the propagandist voice of the so-called "power 
trust" of the United States, and as a threat to American republican 
government." 

-Statement of Canadian Radio L eague to Parliamentary C om
mittee. 

"To ensure that short-range local broadcasting stations be given 
consideration by the government in order that local needs may be 
lIIet." 

- Radio League Constitution. 



({The 'policy of radio broadcasting shollld depend OH 'whether w c 
cOllsider broadcasting as a business or as a mediuJII to be 1Ised for the 
bellcfit of the country. If it is a busilless, well. S01lle col/trol of pro
grams. or of the activities of the statio1ls w01lld be sufficient, but if it 
is to be used for the benefit of the countr)" from all points of vie7t'. it 
ca/! hardly be a profit-making business. That is the fUl/damental fact 
of the whole case, whether broadcasting is a business for profit
maki11g purposes or an instrument to be used for the benefit of the 
Pllblic at large." 

- Augllstin Frigoll, Member, Ro}·al Commissio1l 011 Radio 
Broadcasti11g. 

Address all communications to-

ALAN B. PLAUNT, Honorary Secretary, 

CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE, 

1 CLEMOW AVE., 

OTTAWA. 



THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE 

THE HONORARY SECRETARY 
1 CLEMOW AVENUE 

OTTAWA 

aeneral Sir Arthur Currie, 
:?rincipal - .~c'}jll Univer::,ity, 
::on tre al, ~ue. 

~ear Sir Arthur:-

OTTAWA. CANADA 

Anrilz, J..~JG. 

:?ersonal 

~or your inform&~ion, a copy is encloseu of a letter 
from Jr. 0arletun Stanley, Secretary uf the 'Jni versi ties 
Conference, ',',hich seems to &um un +;he fpelin ~ 0:' 'Janpdian 
educationalists on the subject of & national radio systeffi. 

In view of the critical juncturu :~ic~ this issu~ ~rs 
reached, it is urgently imJortan t tha t YULlr vi8w,,- be ~)laced 
before the Co~nittee. For t~i& ~urryu&e ~e src urgin~ you 
to ~i te in to the GhairJla .. , ~lar1iarJlentary Commi ttee on 
1ad io 13roa ucust in " T: ouse of ~omrnons, l t tawa, su")~orting 
our re presen ta t ions ';or a na t iuna lly ownea sy..., t%l . T fe 
would u,?'1recia.te c,,')ies of such letters. 

Te hr)pe you vJi 11 ac t immedia te lyon thi s ma t -t; ) r. s 
~he Chairman of the ;:;xecut i ve of the Lea~ue, Hr. GrahUI'l Spry, 
stated before the :?~rliam.entary 80lIlillittee - ''1'he radio problem 
is no mere question of more or better entertainment, of more 
ur less oavertising, it is Cl (lUestiun of public cJoinion, of 
the basis of fI ... ~e Government . rrlhe choice before this Commi ttAe 
is clear; it is a choice between commercial interests :.nL.. tLe 
T)8oo1e's interests. ::::t is 'J. choice between the 8tat'> ..... na tL": 
Unite States . 

-:nclosure . 

Your faittfLllly, 

j, la n .21aun t 
Honorary Secretary 



COP Y 

DALHvusr~ UlU7':RSITY 
:la li fax, r. s . 

<arch 21, 1932. 

Alan B. Plaunt Esq., 
.ionoro.ry Secretary, ~he vanadian I aU. iu :"ea~ue, 
1 Cle.low .t>venue. 
Ottm:a, vam .. d r

• 

J)eer i.1r. Plaunt:-

I have been ill in bed, or HJuld have sent you 
a .nessage earlier. s you. anll J.r. Graha! 8nrv knOll, the 

aaio Lea{;ue has ahvays had my support. 

Iiv ersonal opinion is that 'hile certain ~rivate 
interests have shown in+.elligence and decency in the use 
of radio, the ~eneral result of uncontrolled bruadcastin 
has been de010rable. Advertising on this continent has 
sunk from denth to depth of vulgarity. It is unthinkable 
th3t the advertisers should be elloued the uncontrolled 
use of this neVl means of waylayint'" and affron t ing us. "he 
radiJ offers a more oangerous instrillnent tG ~.e pro~a~~~dist 
also than any y~t evi~eJ. These dangers must be c~ec~ed. 
On the otn';r hauo ra :0 couL ... ')8 nsed to educa te oo')ular 
taste in .rlusic, . s ~he development 0.:' the I.B.C. htls S~lown 
a'1d in oth~r serviceabh.! v,[J.ys. But this u')viv\J.sl.r Dust 'h J 

un~3r intelligeDt upervision. 

As SecretCl.ry uf t!ltJ Ja11Goian Uni vers i jie;:, 'Jonfdr
<.;;11ce since l~Gc:" I am in e DCJsitior' to knell 'Jniversity 
(~1ini')11 ~JllrouG:lJU":; 0anf:...db in tnis lr.Gtter. It is uncmino ... sly 
in ~avo~r uf ~te COJrse ddvocate hy the Santaia~ Radio 
Lea ,ue. I have not h.arJ ene dissentient voice. 

Li vin..: a s I no nOi. at OIl.:3 "no. vf t'r , co'-..tn "ry , 
I a!l1 more anu I. or~ struck ty t, L~ u ..... e t 18 t 1.1i 11 t 1J6 ludllt.. uf 
rr.Juervn c...ev ices in uverc'.Jmin? u.i:3 tances tv link "Che 
country :05 ~ t:lt..r, e5,,) )ci&lly in i t8 ir.. t"llt;;ctus 1 interests. 
OnlJ a national ~olicy in r~aiu cou.l t.,ffect tni~. 

I thini{. th3 "1aoio Lea-gue':::; attitJuG 81JuUt the 
.:unrio. -":JnfC;rl3nc3 i .:::.tateLl'l~H.li {.8. 

Yours fai tdf'J. 1y, 
(siLned) Car~~ton Stanley, 

7resic.ent 



THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE 

THE HONORARY SECRETARY OTTAWA. CANADA 

1 CLEMOW AVENUE 

OTTAWA 

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
principal - HcGi11 University, 
}fa ntrea1. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

June 2, 1932. 

On Saturday last the rational Executive 
held a meeting here to discuss the future of the 
League. Gratification was expressed at the success
ful result of our work and the way in which our pro
posals have been embodied in legislation for the new 
Canadian Radio Broadcasting Commission. 1 was asked 
to convey the appreciation of the meeting for the 
assistance you have rendered in bringing about this 
result. 

It was decided that the League has still 
a useful function to perform in acting as ~watchdog 
and critic n of the new Commission until it is success
fully established. We trust that you will concur 
in this view and will continue your association with 
the League. 

Yours faithfully, 

A1an B. Plaunt 
Honorary Secretary. 



DOCKET ENDS: 
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~ EMPLE BAR 8400 . 

SAVOY HILL , 

LO N DON , w.e . 2. 

18th Decembe , 1930. 

:llc-~~I-
It is extremely kind of you 

to spare me a few minutes of your c"'owded 
time and I greatly app~e~iate the invitation 
to joi"': YO'l at tea at Grosvenor HO:lse r:ext 
Monday at 4.45 p.m. 

I have ex!,lained. to Si r John 
... iei th that you r stay in Lond.on thi s time is 
too short to permit of thp. l'J.n('heor meeting 
which I had p"'oposed. I have adde1 that 
1 hope to be able, during somn fut~~e nd 
more prolonged v'~it, to inducp you to 
spar'e a lun~heon for this meeting. My 
mai~ "'eason is that it has been impressed 
upon me that you'" personal influence may 
be decisive in determining the future of 
broadc~sting in Canada. The e is of course 
no disposition here to attempt to impose 
upon Canada anything remotely resembling 
a subsidiary B.B.8. The~e is, however, 
an earnest desire to make available to those 
who may be concerned the experiencp. and the 
ide Is of what I believe may be regarded 
fairly as the best broadcasting system so 
fa.!' evolved. 

I Lln·ie stand th tit is the wish 
of some of the more a~tive spirits of the 
new Radio League in Canada that you should 
visit th'1 Headqua~te""s of broadcasting here 
and subsequently give an a~co~~t of you~ 
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impressions for publi~ation in the 
newspapers. I judge, however, fl·or.! 
our telephone conversation to-d y that 
you would not have time to do this even 
if' it were desirable, and, I ould add 
that I have considerabl~ doubt as to i1s 
desirability. 

I t" may be, ho eve , that you 
might ';ish to questior. me on some spe':!ial 
aspects of the work or organisation of 
broadcasting. Accordingly, I now takn 
the libe~ty of sending you ou~ Year Book 
for 1931 and ou~ Talks Syllabus for the 
fi rst term of 1931. 

Ag in thanking YO'l for you 
courtesy fo: asking me to tpa on onday, 

Gene al Si~ Arthu 
Grosveno'" Housp, 

Park Lane, 
W.I. 

RPJ/ 

~U"'l"l' P, GIG , • J. • ., 



Savoy Hill, 

London, '.0. 2, 

18 Dec. 1930. 

I have explaine to Sir John Eaith that your stay in 
London this tl e i too short to permit of the lunch on 
me tin ~ which I had proposed. I have added that 1 hope 
to be able during some future visit to induce you to 
spare lUllcheon for this meeting. l!y ma.in re son is that 
it has b en impress d upon me that your per8~nal in£luence 
may "be decisive in d termining th future Of broadoasting 
1n C nada. There is of course no disposition here to 
attempt to impo e upon Canada anything remot ly re mb11ng 
a subsidiary B.B.C. There is, however, an earne t destr 
to make availab1 to those who may be cono rned the exper
ienoe and the ideal of what I believe may be reg~rded 
fa1rly as the be t broadcasting sy tem 0 far olv d. 

• • • • • • • 

Gladstone urray 



Gl d ton urr y. q., 
Br! t1 h Bro do ting Oorpor t ion, 
~ TOY ilill, London, .0.2., n 1 nd. 

D r S lr. 

Your 1 tor t 
Ye r Book 1931 h v b 
otflo hare. ould 
t 0 mor oop! Of t 
Univ r ity nd othor 
th futur of h dl0 

our rul. 

nu ry 21, 1931. 

nd· th .B.O. 
to hi 

1 t n th Prlnolp 1 



J nu ry 21, 1931. 

• • B tty, q., 
ontr 1, P. • 

Do r r. B tty. 

Sine I rote you bout rn-dlo. the ro 

ha. r d th off-ie fro vir rtllur Ourri p~roel 

of :po. r for til1ne. cont 1ning, mone th r.J, 1 tt r 

to him elt fro Gl dcton urr y of th B.B.C. and 

09PY at th B •• 0. Yo rook 1931. 

I hlnk it quit pro r for 0 to 1 t 

you thl 1 ttor. it moat sucoinotly ho ho 

r lr rthur'a int r t in tho R dio L ague has eon • 

At ny re. t e, it 00 nf 1 rm r. Spry' at t m nt to 

th t ~lr Arthur lnt rolJted in the R :to League. 

1 0, 1 m ndln you the oopy ot 

the Y r 00 t 8 I m ur i 111 int r at you. 

Pl k P it you hI I f;l rlt1na 

for t~o moro oap! nd 0 n r pl 0 thl ono before 

Sir Arthur tu n • 

our f Ithtull , 

1 t ut t 1 Princl 1 



CopY. 

28th January, 1931. 

My dear Barrington-Ward, 

Yielding to strong representations 
from Ottawa, I now ask you to consider whether 
"The Times" mi§:ht offer some detached editorial 
comment on the possibilities of the present 
situation in Canada with regard to broadcasting. 
You ~~ll recall meeting Colonel Biggar at lunch 
wi th me. He appears to have thrown himself 
wholeheartedly into the Canadian Radio League, 
which has as its objective the creation in 
Canada of an appropriately modified B.B.C. As 
your Canadian correspondent reported, Mr. Bennett 
has I'eceived a deputation from the Radio League 
but has maintained a non-committal attitude. 
Meam7hi1e, I ga thel' that certain vested interests 
and some Amel'ican organisations are Vlorking 
st!-enuous1y to secure the defeat of the Radio League's 
proposal. 

While no acute apprehension is entertained 
on this account, it appears from cablegrams that 
have been reaching me during the past few days that 
a leader in "The Times", which of course would be 
quoted throughout the Dominion, might have a 
decisive influence at this juncture. A pronouncement 
by you wou10 help to dispel some misapprehen~ions that 
appear to be doing harm. Bor instance, it could be 
made clear that neither the British Government nor 
the B.B.C., nor for that matter a~ other purely 
British interest, is involved. Moreover, it could be 
restated that the Report of the Royal COmmission, of which 
Sir John Aird was chairman, based its recommendations 
on what it regarded as the best elements of all the 
chief broa3casting systems of the world, not confining 
itself to the advocacy of a slavish copy of the B.B.C. 
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For example, the recommendations emphasized 
that, while the public service character of 
broadcasting must be ensured, a limited amount 
of iniirect ac~vel·tising would have to be 
admitted on financial grounds; also, there 
would have to be in organisation a good deal 
of flexibility to allow for provincial feeling. f ' 

I hope I have not got this problem 
out of proper perspective, but it does seem to 
me that farreaching results may flow from the 
decision which ottawa is likely to take within 
the next few weeks. I am sending you with thi 
some pages cut from the January issue of th~ / 
American magazine, "The Atlantic Monthly".,../' These If! 
contain an article on American broadcasting v~itten t 
by a well known American professor. There is 
not lacking other evidence that there is nearly as 
much anxiety amongst thinking people in the States 
as amongst those in Canada that the latter should 
take the right turning, if only to make it possible 
for the United States to begin afresh. Accordingly, 
this problem at Ottawa has a continental as well 
as a national bearing. I hope I am not being 
fantastic, but I see still more in it. Properly 
organised broadcasting in Canada woula be followed by 
something similar in the other Domirdons. It 
would be made an important new link in the Blitish 
Commonwealth. 

You will, I know, forgive this effusion, 
but the representations I have had during the past 
few days compel me to stress the case for a "Times" 
leader. If you do decide to act on thic suggestion, 
and if your les,der-writel would care to jiscuss the 
subject, I should hold myself at his disposal, 

Yours sincerely, 

~B 
R. M. Barrington-Ward, Esq., 

"The Times", 
Printing House Square, E.C.~ .• 

I 



Cow· 

30th January, 1931. 

My dear Murray, 

I have been in council with one or two 
of my colleagues on the subject of your letter. 
I hardly think that it is time for editorial 
comment on the Canadian broadcasting situation. 
The first need seems to be to present the relevant 
facts and considerations corillectedly before our 
readers. The Editor vii11 then be able to decide 
what comment, if arry, would be helpful. 

We have , thelefore, written off to our 
Canadian correspondent for a full article which 
will fill in the whole background of the question. 
We have passed on to him much of the information 
~hich you have included in your letter. I think 
that such an article IlIfly do good and I am entiJe1y 
at one with you in thinking this question of far 
more than Canadian concern. We expect to have our 
article quite soon. 

Yours sincerely, 



TEMPLE BAR 8400. 

SAVOY HILL, 

LON DON, W.C. 2. 

2nd February, 1931. 

Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your letter of the 
21st tilt. I am sending you six more copies 
of the current Year-Book, together with an 
assortment of other literature publisr~d by 
the Corporation. A good many enquiries 
similar to your s are reaching me from various 
parts of Canada. 

I enclose for your private information 
a copy of a letter from me to Mr. Barrington 
Ward, of HThe TimesH, together with a copy of 
his reply. 

Yours faithfully, 

Professor Car1eton W. Stanley, 
Assistant to the Principal, 

McGill University, 
Montreal, 

Canada. 

CFH. 



Dear Sjrs: 

SPECIAL COIVc.vlITTEE ON RADIO BROADCASTING, 

SOUSE OF COMKONS, 

OTTAWA, March 10, 1932 . 

T am directed by the Chairman of the Special 

Committee appointed by the House of Commons t~ consider 

the question of Radio Broadcasting in Canada , to inform 

yru that the said Comm:..ttQc :'s now organized and expect s 

t8 have practically daily sittings fr0m the beginning of 

the ensuing week up t o the Easter holidays , and the rAafter 

for an indefinite time, and that the Committee would 

appreciate any representations or suggestions you may desire 

to submit, either in the form of brief or personal~y, for 

the information and consideration of the COQ~ittee. 

Respectfully yours, 

E . L. I{orris, 

Clerk of thc Comnittoe. 



'. 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

PEPAlltTMIE.N T OF EXTRA~ MURAL- R E L A TI ON S 

The Principal, 
11cGill Uni versi ty, 
M 0 n t r e 8 1. 

Dear ?wIr. Principal:-

March 14th, 1932. 

In accordance with your instructions 
I beg to give you below a brief memorandum concerning the 
radio situation and some of the steps which, in my opinion, 
sho~ld be taken to improve it. 

I. UNIVERSITY RESP01"SI3ILITY 

The responsioility of the Universities on the radio question 
is double. 

(1) In tne first place they are entitled to voice the general 
opinion of educated people as to what is good for the 
country from a purely cultural aspect. They are entitled 
to say what educated people like to hear and what will 
make for cultural progress. This does not mean that 
tneyare only thinking of University graduates or of 
"highbrow" audiences, they are thinking just as much of 
the school boy and the farmer. 

(2) In the second place they are directly interested in the 
use of radio as a medium of com~unication availaole for 
the purposes of what is generally called adult education -
that is, for educational effort outside the gen~ral scope 
of school and university work. 

II . PRESEm SI~ULTIOU 

The present situation will be placed oefore the com~ittee by 
many other representatives. irom the University point of 
view it is, in one respect, most unsatisfactory . Tne progra!l1lYles 
brought to the Canadian public are overloaded with advertising 
material; the advertisers wno largely exercise control nave not 
all demonstrated tneir qualification to select suitaole entertain~ents; 
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funds have never been av&ilable to attract the best artists; 
the pervading tone of progrrua~es is foreign - indeed many places 
in the Canadian West scarcely ever near a Canadian progrrunme. 
The general impression a~ong University circles as to the general 
quality of progra~~es is adverse. Tnere are, it must be admitted. 
exceptions. To take instances close to us, mucn of the sustaining 
progra~e of Station C~.C is excellent. The features given by 
the Canadian Pacific and the Canadian Nat'ional contain very li ttle 
advertising, are carefully planned and contain excellent material. 
But tnese exceptions only serve to emphasize the poor quality of 
advertising progra~es in general and tue very definite need for 
a stricter supervision. ' 

irom another aspect it must be said at once that those responsible 
for handling the existing system have done their very 'best to 
assist all our efforts. ~o take only one or two instances. many 
hours of free time per week have been given by Station CRAC to 
educational work carried on by llcGill University. the University 
of :'lontresl and the l;ational Council of Education. Station CKGW 
in ~oronto has been similarly willing to help and its manager, 
~lr. R. w. Ash~roft. undertook the organization of many otner 
Canadian stations for the nation wide Universities 3roadcasts 
carried on during the past winter. The wire service for this 
was given by the Can~dian Pacific Telegraphs and an infinite 
amount of trouble was taken by ~r. E. L. Scott to ensure 
satidfactory transmission. 

3ut here there is a real and serious difficulty. Tue members 
of University staffs wno have been enb~ged in broadcasting have 
either not been paid at all, or have been paid very little. and 
when not very well qualified antertainers are oeing paid ~lOO 
per week, the situation is obviously ridiculous. 

Ill. ConTROL NX~CESSARY 

The Universities are not con~erned with the uestion of public 
or private ownership. This is a matter for individual opinion. 
But tnere is no question tnat control of programmes ~ust be 
seoured to the puolic, tnat such control si~~ld be exercised 
by committees or com~issions representing several shades of 
opinion and several interewts. and that the Universities should 
be officially represented. or that University officials or 
teachers should oe members of the committees or com~issions. 
Other memb ers might be selected by bodies such as tne Ca.m dian 
Cha~oer of Co~~erce, oy the station owners (if private ownership 
be maintained). It is desirable, too. that different co~ittees 
or aomissions snould deal vri th different parts of Canada. Not 
that one Canadian Is different from another, out that surr1undings 
and circumstances and employments differ. Another reason, and a 
very i~portant one, is that education. which is calling more and 
more on the radio for assistance, ls a provincial concern nnd must. 
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wnether we approve or not, remain so, and that radio education 
must be correlated with other educational efforts. 

A small central commission might be estaolished to lay down 
general principles and to act as a court in case of dispute. 
All of tnese commissions mignt be made up of men generally 
otherwise employed, tnoQgh each snould nave its own permanent 
secretary or manager. 

IV. GENERAL PRIrCIPLES 

The general principles to be followed might be discussed ~y a 
meeting of the vario~s commissions, of federal officials and 
of the telegrapn companies. There might then be decided the 
proportion of sustaining programme to advertising programme. 
the time to oe allowed in advertising programme for specific 
advertisement, the allocation of income from fees, the cost 
and the allocation of the cost of telegraphic hook ups. In 
this connection one might remark 'that tne larger stations at 
central points where outstanding artists and speakers are 
available should receive a considerable share of the available 
funds in order to ensure good sustaining program."'les, that the 
smaller stations should pay and the telegraphic oompanies 
receive a minimum sum for this side of the work. Tne advertiser, 
on the other hand, might well contrioute largely to ooth 
originating and receiving statiJns as well as to the telegraphs. 

v. LOCAL Aill TU :&.:Blrr S 

Suoject to these general arrangements each provincial commission 
should exercise oomplete control over the contents of all 
programmes of all kinds, including those of foreign origin 
as lIell as over rates for local oroadcasts. No new licenses 
for transmitting stations should ~e granted, ncrr should any 
alterations be made in existing licenses, except on its 
reco~mendation and the appropriate department of the Gover~ment 
should, wnen necessazy, enforce its orders. Disputes might 
in the first instance be referred to tne provincial com 11 ssion, 
with an appeal to the federal co~mission . 

VI . EDUCATIOUAL P:t(){z.rlAt.lES 

~ach sustaining progrrunme should nave an education section controlled 
by a special committee. The local com.mittees of tne National Council 
of Bducation whicn has already done such excellent work might help 
materially in tni s matter . THe Conference of Canadian Uni versi ties 
should be asked to estaolish a special committee to arrange for all 
such interprovincial or nation wide broadcasts as are necessary, or 
desirable, acting as a coordinating committee for the various 
educational co~ittees to oe established as above suggested. Local 
educational co~mittees snould also make arrangements for members of 
University staffs t) be cJached in oroadcasting composition and 
technique. 
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All speakers and musicians in educational programmes 
snould De adequately paid for their work. 

Yours faitnfully, 

/ 
/ 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

THE MACOONALO PHYSICS LABORATORY 

HELORANDUU ON RADIO RESEARCH AT HcGILL. 

While at Cambridge about 1896, Rutherford cdrried out researches 

on radio reception, making use of a then new principle. Electrical 

oscillations when conducted along a wire have the property of IT:agnetizing 

thin steel rods, so that they are left as permanent magnets, easily 

recognized as such by means of a maGnetometer. These researches were the 

continuation of early work: in New Zealand. The writer as a student well 

rema~bers Rutherford's enthusiastic account of these pioneer experiments, 

and of their later developments at the Cavendish Laboratory, When intelligible 

signals were transmitted, received, and deciphered at the then incredible 

distance of some two miles . 

On coming to McGill, Rutherford gave some attention to further 

research in the radio field . With the assistance of H.T . Barnes, experiments 

were carried out on transnission to a train in motion . Apparatus was constructed 

for the purpose in the laboratory workshops, and very primitive it appears to-day. 

The essential eleoent was the coherer, vonsisting of iron filings in a glass 

tUbe fitted with metal electrodes . The passage of electrical oscillations 

through this element made it temporarily conducting, so that observable effects 

could eaSily be noted on a galvanoneter. lfuch of this apparatus is still 

in the Physics Building collection, and for many years was used, and is still 

being used for illustrating lecture experiments. 

The tranSMission experiments referred to were carried out on a 

special coach placed at the dispOSition of Rutherford and his assistants by 

the Grand Trunk Rail_ayon its line to Portland. They were entirely successful, 

and attracted much attention, as did the earlier Oa'brid~e experi"ents. The 



The writer has been told on good authority that about this tu~e Rutherford 

h d °th a splendid offer from one of the early Radio Corporations was approac e W~ 

to take part in ~ s ac ~v~ ~es. , ·t t· ·t· Had he accepted. there is no doubt but that 

he would have played an important part in the development of wireless co~unication. 

At this time, however, the discovery of Radium by the Curies, and the 

acquisition of one of the first samples for experil!lental purposes as a gift to 

.~cGill from Sir William ~:acdonald, led Lord Rutherford to see in this substance 

the key to an understanding of the structure of the ato~, and quite wisely 

he directed his activities and those o~ his research students along these lines. 

Since that date, there has been 1i ttle radio research at .cGill, financial 

stringency in the years1909 to 1920 making it inpossible to invest in laboratories 

for this purpose. As regards other activities, a course of training in radio 

signalling was organized at .:cGill during the session 1915, until such work was 

properly organized at Ottawa. Lecture ar.d laboratory courses were organized 

under Itajor W.A .Steel about 1923 us part of the Course on COCL~unications under 

the Department of Electrical Engineerinr. Duri~g the past session the writer 

has lectured and carried out researches on the theory of radiation fields and 

generally on electric waves and oscillations. At t J T H d . 
presen _re •• en erson ~s 

engaged on setting up apparatus for ~easuring the height of the Heaviside layer 

in co~~ection with the forthcol!ling eclipse program. 
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( SAME MANAGE/'I\ENT 

HOTELS STATIER 
BOSTON 
BUFFALO 
Cl.EVELAND 
DETROIT 
ST. LOUIS 

AND 

HOTEL BUFFALO 
BUFFALO 

/ 

2.200 ROOMS, 2,200 BATHS 

OPPOSITZ PENI'f'STLVANlA STATION 
Conneoted by SubwQY Pa •• a~ 

SEVENTH AWNUE,J2>(OAXD3:S.U STRLETS. 
Co60C. Addre •• -"PENJUf{)TZL" 

April 15, 1931 

Professor Carleton W. Stanley, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Professor Stanley: 

I enclose a letter from our 
mutual friend, Major Gladstone Murray. 
I shall be in ottawa on Tuesday, May 5th 
and possibly lJay 6th. I will telephone 
you and hope very much to have the oppor
tunity of meeting you. 

Yours sincerely, 



TEMPLE BAR 8400. ~ 
~, SAVOY HILL, 

LON DON, W.C. 2. 

23rd ~rarch, 1931. 

Dear Professor Stanley, 

You will recall our recent exchange 
of letters on the subject of Canadi~~ broad
casting. Partly in this connection, but 
principally on personal grounds, I now take 
the liberty of writing to you about the prospective 
visit to Canada of Captain Ian Fraser, the leader 
in this country of the work for the blind ex-service 
men, of whom unfortunately he is one. 

Captain Fraser was a Member of Parliament 
for several years. During this time he was a 
member of the Earl of Crawford's Parliamentary 
Committee whose report formed the basis of the 
British Broadcasting Corporation. I have no 
hesitation in saying that Captain Fraser knows 
more about broadcasting than any other public man 
in this country outside the B.B.C. 

On the personal side, I would be glad 
if he could be told something about McGill and 
its work. Therefore, I am asking him to telephone 
you when he arrives in'ontreal which will probably 
be about the beginning of May. I should greatly 
appreciate anything you can do for him. 

Yours very truly, 

~~ 
Professor Car1eton 1. Stanley, 

Assistant to the Principal, 
McGill University, 

MONTREAL, Canada. 



TEMPLE BAR 8400 . 

SAVOY HILL, 

7 LON DON, w.e. 2. 

Dear Profe"';o')r tanle , 
':'hi.., is to intro·uce to you 

Capt.'1i Ir.n Fr ser, conce.:n':'n~ . om 

have n-itte -:. e rately. 

your .... ..,i .core y, 

Pro e.313or Car let on W. Stanl y, 

CFH. 

lcGill . ve_'ri ty, 
orotrcc.l, 

Canada. 



DOCKET STARTS: 

\ IN Al \ () (\) A L Q f1 0 \ 0 \ \'.\ (f-t- N P\ 'f::l A- ("' -

A SUR"JBY 



WELBECK 4468 

BROADCASTS LONDON 

BROADCASTI NG HOUSE 

LONDON W.1 

19th June, 1933. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Thank you for your letter of the 7th. 

I am now engaged in the final Report on the 

Radio situation in Canada, and shall let you have 

a copy of it as soon as it is completed. 

Thank you for your good wishes, which 

are heartily reciprocated. 

Yours sincerely, 

~~ 

Sir Arthur ltf . Currie, G.C. M.G., K.C.B., 
McGill University, 

MONTREAL. 

SCM. 



WELBECK 4468 

BROADCASTS LONDON 

BROADCAST I NG HOUSE 

LONDON W.1 

28th July, 1933. 

Dear Sir Arthur Currie, 

As promised, I now send you 
a copy of my Survey on National Radio in 
Canada, which has just been handed to the 
Prime Minister. 

Yours sincerely, 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C •• G., 

BCR 

M~Gill University, 
Montreal, 

Canada. 

K.C.B., LL.D., 



INTRODUCTION. 

!'NATIONAL RADIO IN CANADA" 

A SURVEY. 

The first task of my mission to Canada was to test the 

atti tude of public opinion towards broadcasting. It was clear 

that the principle of public service broadcasting had behind it 

the goodwill of informed opinion of all parties and of most 

newspapers. There were, however, misgivings and uncertainties 

here and there. The Commission was being subjected to captious 

criticism, on the one hand, for alleged inactivity, and" on the 

other hand, for too much activity. Some of the opponents of 

the principle of public service broadcasting had renewed the 

campaign which had been suspended after the endorsement by 

Parliament (one dissentient only) of the Radio Broadcasting 

Act of 1932. The Commission itself, owing partly to the delays 

necess i tated by the World '.'fireless Conference at Madrid, had 

not completed its organisation or developed its policy. 

I was invited by the Prime Minister to consider 

organisation and policy, to make interim recommendations on 

matters of immediate urgency, and to prepare later a more 

detailed survey. The Interim Report was the subject of debate 

in the House of Commons on May 11th, and resulted in the passing 

of Bill No. 99 amending the Radio Broadcasting Act of 1932. 

This was in no sense a comprehensive amending measure, but it 

did enable the Commission to develop policy and work, for the 

time being, in the right direction. 

On May 24th a Memorandum of Genoral Observations was 

sent to the Prime Minister, Mr . MacKenzie King, and Mr. woodsworth 

The purpose of this Memorandum was to call attention to some of 

the urgent practical problems which the Commission would have 

to solve, in particular the definition of executive 

responsibility, provincial and regional organisation and the 

attitude to private broadcasters and independent musical 

bodies throughout the Dominion. 
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1. THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROBLEM. 

A fresh examination of conditions, opinion, and 

possibilities served only to confirm the view that Canada had 

acted wisely in accepting the principle of public service 

broadcasting. In the application of the principle it .~as 

obviously desirable to maintain that general agreement of 

political parties which had happily characterised the debate 

on the Bill of 1932. This unfortunately has not been the case, 

for a variety of reasons, with some of wbich I have no concern 

I propose, therefore, to survey the situation de novo, in an 

attempt to suggest remedial measures which should not only 

implement the widespread desire of the canadian people for an 

effective broadcasting service, but also establish for that 

service general political support. 

The constitutional issue might be defined thus:- The 

retention of adequate public control without prejudice to the 

working efficiency of the service. Experience elsewhere has 

proved the folly of trying to make broadcasting administration a 

Department of state. The arguments against this are as deci ive as 

are the arguments against leaving b~oadcasting entirely in the 

hands of private commercial interests. Broadcasting, although a 

natural public utility, is fundamentally different in its 

character and functions from a normal Department of Goverruaent. 

It is primarily a business, and its successful administration 

depends on the recognition of this fact. Accordingly, 

constitutional safeguards must be reconciled with a large degree· 

of freedom. 

The B.B.C., was created in 1922 by a group of leading 

Radio Manufacturers, who were licensed by the postmaster General 

to conduct broadcasting in Great Britain. The Radio Manufacturers 

concerned found the initial capital required, the dividend on 

which was limited to 7~%, it being understood that if and when 

the Licence eXPired, the original capital would be returnable and 
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there would be no compensation for goodwill. The service was to 

be operated out of the proceeds of the licence revenue, and 

there was to be no sale of programme tiBe. Although the 

postmaster General had wide powers of interference and 

regulation, these were not exerci sed in practice . Thus, public 

service broadcasting in Britain was introduced at the initiative 

of private enterprise; whereas in Canada the initiative has 

been taken by the state . Despite differences of method, owing 

to widely differing conditions and circumstances, it is submitted 

that public service broadcasting is capable of doing at l east as 

much for Canada as it has done for the United Kingdom. There is 

a current fa]acy that the division of Canada between French and 

English speaking populations makes public service broadcasting 

undesirabl e , if not impossible. It appears to me that the 

opposite is true. 'Jell conducted national broadcasting in 

Canada not only will be enriched by the varied programme 

material found in the different parts of the Dominion, but also 

will provide a new means of eliminating prejudice and 

re-enforcing common citizenship. 

The distinctive administrative machine of the B.B.C., 

has become the model not only for many public utilities and 

other semi-public bodies throughout the world, but a lso for some 

commerci a l concerns. The organisation, as worked out by the 

first B.B.C., was reviewed by two Parliamentary Committees, the 

first under Sir Frederick sykes in 1923, and the second under 

Lord Crawford and Balcarres in 1925. The sykes Committee fully 

approved of the policies and the system of Ivianagement vvhich were 

being evolved, and recommended the continuance of the Licence to 

the end of 1926. The findings of Lord Crawford's Committee 

were equally favourable. It was felt, hovreve r, that the broad-

casting service had become so important to the life of the nation 

that the best way to safeguard its unique adminis trative system 

was to establish a public Corporation to replace the Company. 
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This was done by Royal Charter, the service being taken over 

as a going concern, and a Board of Governors being appointed to 

replace the Board of Directors of the company. The Royal 

Charter was granted by the King in Council, for a period of ten 

years, on the advice of Ministers and with the general support 

of political parties. There was an attendant Licence from the 

Postmaster General dealing particularly with technical matters 

such as the allotment of wavelengths. The Board of Governors 

is appointed on disinterested and non-party lines. The Board 

has wide powers, but in continuing the tradition established by 

the Board of the Company, it acts as trustee for the public 

interest, dealing with matters of najor policy. 

control of the state exists through Parliament. 

The remote 

Bxecutive 

functions are carried out on normal bUsiness lines. 

That a limited licence is granted; that the postmaster 

General ret a ins the r egulation of wavelengths and the collection 

of lic ence revenue; is spokesman for the B.B.C., in the House 

of Commons on matters of major policy; and is presumably 

responsible that the terms of the Charter and Licence are 

observed, are further constitutional safeguards. There is an 

independent Audit of Accounts, the Financial statement being 

presented as part of the Annual Report to Parliament in the form 

of a 'Vhite Paper. Although no portion of licence revenue can 

be rightly considered as general taxation, public funds benefit 

progressively from the growing revenues of the B.B.C. Details 

of the work of broadcasting are not discussed in Parliament, 

which of course retains the right of reviewing broad matters of 

policy which may be raised from time to time in connection with 

broadcasting. staff appointments to the B.B.C., are made in 

the normal way of business and have nothing to do with the Civil 

Service. Thus, while the interests of the state are duly 

safeguarded by various expedients, broadcasting is given the 

latitude it requires not only for efficient working, but also for 
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keeping it clear of party political influence. 

One has been careful to emphasise that Cana~an broad

casting should develop on its own distinctive lines, availing 

itself of the best experience of the rest of the world, yet being 

distinguished as essentially Canadian. It does not follow, 

therefore, that the constitution of Canadian broadcasting should 

be a copy of any other constitution. It is submitted, however, 

that whatever form its constitution may ultimately take, Canadian 

broadcasting, to be successful, must embody the reconciliation of 

remote state control with independent business management. 

Before Bill 99 became law, residual responsibility for the 

appointment of the staff of the ··Commission rested wi th the Civil 

Service Commission; its income, as part of the Consolidated 

Fund, had to be voted by Parliament in the same way as the 

Estimates of any other Department; details of its work were 

subject to discussion in Parliament; no plan of development 

could be undertaken without the express approval of Parliament . 

Since the acceptance of Bill 99 the Commission may appoint its 

own officers, relying on the Civil Service commission only for 

clerical staff; its revenue is no longer regarded as part of the 

consolidated Fund; schemes of development may be undertaken with 

the approval of the Governor General in Council; and, at least 

for the time being, details of its work are not to be discussed 

in Parliament. 

The first two sentences of paragraph one of the 

Explanatory Notes accompanying Bill 99 read as follows: - lIThe 

Canadian RadiO Broadcasting Commission is an independent body 

aPPOinted by Parliament to control and regulate all broadcasting 

in Canada. It is essential that the Commission should have 

wide powers with regard to the selection of suitable employees 

for this work", So far so good . But the main constitutional 

problem is still to be solved. This could be done in a way 

which would give Canadian broadcasting a definite advantage 

over British Broadcasting. In Great Britain the distinction 
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between general legislative functions of the Board of Governors 

and the particular administrative functions of the Executive is 

established de facto cut not de jure. If Canada makes the 

distinction de jure as well then there is a guarantee of 

continuity which does not yet exist in Great Britain. 

Although I discovered no foundation for the suggnstion 

that the Commission was biased in politics or religion, I 

continued to encounter the view that if not actually, then 

potentially, it was an instrument of Government policy. If 

this impression is not dispelled the Commission will hardly 

gain either the support or the independence essential to the 

success of the work. Moreover, there will be real danger of 

appointments to the Commission being regarded as a legitimate 

part of political patronage, in'which case appointments might 

be changed with each change of Administration. Incidentally, 

as already recommended in the Memorandum of General 
/ 

O"bservations, the term "Commission" is an unfortunate one in 

connection with broadcasting, and should be substituted by 

"Company" or "Corporation il
, as being a much more appropriate 

description for the Canadian National Broadcasting Authority. 

2. THE ORGANISATION PROBLEM. 

If the constitutional problem is solved in the way 

suggested above, the task of Organisati0p!is considerably 

simplified. The Commissioners, acting as trustees in the 

public interest, concerning themselves mainly with matters of 

policy, free from executive responsibility, would be able to 

inform public opinion in all parts of Canada. This could be 

brought about either by regulation or perhaps by clearly 

defined internal arrangements in either case formalised. Under 

the present system preoccupation with executive work at ottawa 

has so far prevented the Commissioners from travelling to 

any extent. This was the cause of dissatisfaction in r{estern 

Canada, where the Commission was already suspect of being 
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purely Eas t ern in its outlook. And , as it is western Canada 

which stands to gain most from public service bro3.dcGStir~ it is 

correspondingly important to give no occasion there for:a 

feeling of neglect. 

It is laid dovm in the Radio Broadcasting IiCt that the 

Headquarters of the Cor.~ission shall be at Ottawa, and that 

Branch Offices may be established elsev/here . Experience may 

prove that it may be desirable for the Headquarters to be 

elsewhere . The Executive organisation should be simple and 

capable of expansion on an agreed framework as circumstances 

permit and requirements justify. There should be a Chief 

Executive, preferably described as General lXanager or 

Director General, responsible to the Commission for the adequate 

working of the service throughout the Dominion. The Chief 

Executive should be demonstrably free from political partisan 

association. He should have an Ass1stant General ManageF, 

senior to the rest of the Staff. Pivotal offices would be 

Chief "Sngineer, Chief Accountant, Public Relations Director, 

Sponsored Programme Director, 'I'alks Director, Secretary and 

Assistant secretary. The Station Relations Department would 

handle imperial and international broadcasting.. Subordinate 

and clerical staff could be secured as required, the latter 

from the Civil Service Commission, whose resources and experience 

should be utilised also in the selection of other staff. Due 

proportion of the staff should be bi-lingual. 

The selection of staff of a ll grades is, of course, a 

matter of paramount importance, al l the more so since the 

r esponsibility except for clerks and stenographers, rests 

entirely with the Commission. It seems to me a wise procedure 

to advertise posts publicly, and to have the candidates who 

reach the short list interviewed by an APpointments Committee, 

one of whom should be a Commissioner, one the Chief Executive, 

and one the head of the Department concerned . It should be 

kept in mind that broadcasting requires wide educational 
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equipment, comprehensive sympathies, high initiative and a special 

sense of devotioni Preference should b.e r;:bren tc yc..·u th. Irremovable 

appointments should not be made. For the most part business ,- -" 

procedure should rule, although in exceptional cases contracts 

(maximum term, five years) might be admitted . In the nature of 

things it will take some years, through the inevitable process 

of trial and error, to secure a generally efficient staff. It is 

important to avoid prescribing any rigid standard of educational 

attainment , ~lthough of course scholastic records should be given 

due consideration. 

Provision is made in the Act for the aPPointment of nine 

Assistant Commissioners, one for each Province, 71hose duty would 

be to organise and to act as Chairmen of Provincial or Local 

Advisory Committees and to co-operate with private Stations . In 

view of the importance of economy, and of keeping the organisation 

as small as possible, it is suggested that, in the beginning, 

regional organisation might not be set up in each Province . The 

Dominion might be divided into the following Zones or Regions:

Maritime Provinces (Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, and Nova 

Scotia), Quebec, Ontario, the Prairie Provinces (Hanitoba, 

Saskatchewan, and Alberta), and British Columbia . This would mean 

five Regions instead of nine . Each Province, of course, would 

have its Assistant Commissioner to protect purely loca l interests . 

In the Maritime Provinces and in the Prairie Provinces the three 

Assistant Commissioners might constitute a Committee for the 

purpose of co - operation, in addition to dealing with their own 

Provincial Committees . Natural ly, Provincial opinion would be 

consulted, and if there was strong and sincere opposition to the 

two suggested combinations, then nine Regions might have to be 

se t up. 

There should be paid Regional Directors, working 

administrative l y to the general Mo.naser at headquarters but 
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acting in consultation with the Assistant Commissioners. The 

Regional Directors would look after programmes for their 

respective Regions. The Regional Director's staff should 

include an Accountant, under his discipline but working to the 

Chief Accountant at ottawa; also an ~ngineer-in-Charge working 

similarly to the Chief Engineer at ottawa. Public Relations 

and other specialist services would be carried by the Director, 

at least at first. 

3. ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 

In the early stages of a broadcasting service, Advisory 

Committees are of special importance. If they are wisely 

selected not only will their advice and help be valued, but 

they will become aware of the difficulties and possibilities 

of broadcasting, and will form a valuable nucleus for 

influencing public opinion in the right direction. There 

should be Central Advisory Committees for Music, for Talks, 

(including Education), for Religion, and for the Press. If the 

political parties could be induced to nominate a representative 

Advisory Committee on political broadcasting, this also would 

be advantageous. Advisory Committees should not meet more 

frequently than once a quarter. The number and character of 

local Committees would be determined by requirements, as 

assessed by the Assistant Commissioners, and the Regional 

Directors in consultatioh with the General Manager . It is 

suggested that in each region th~re should be a Committee 

consisting of a representative of each of theqp~roved private 

Stations. 

4. PROGRAMM:ES 

The Commission, in the next year or so, would be well 

advised not to originate many chain programmes, being careful 

that thos e so originated under it auspices are of exceptional 

quality and variety. Programmes which private Stations could 
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origina t e more e conomically than the Commiss ion and which a r e 

e ligible for chain r e l ay, should b e spons ored by the Commi ss ion. 

Special ca r e should be t ak en to mak e sure tha t Dominion-wide 

broadcasts are of r ea l gene r a l int e r es t. 

Priva t e Stations ope r a ting unde r the Rule s and 

Regula tions of the Commission should b e encouraged to develop 

auxili a ry programme s e rvic es , fina nc e d by a dverti sers. Those 

auxili a ry programmes should comply with the gen eral standards 

l a id down by the Commission. 

~he Commis sion has a lready b een invited to provide 

characteristic Canadian progralmnes for relay _ i n the Uni t ed 

states. ~he B. B.C. ho~es also that by Dominion Day 1934, it 

will be possible to relay a [~ood Canadian progr8Jime in the 

United Kingdom anu throughout the Empire . It is important 

that Canadian programmes r e laye d abroad should be worthy of 

the Dominion, ooth in artistic standards a nd in orga nis a tion. 

Accordingly no such r e l aying should be a ttempt ed until the 

executive Division of the Commission i s organis ed, and 

programme building is well developed. 

5. ENGINEERING. 

One of the main reasons in support of public service 

broadcasting is that it should provide e ffective coverage for 

areas which would b e neglecte d under a private commercial system. 

This is of course particula rly important in the ~e st of Canada, 

where the comparatively small population is scattered over an 

enormous area. The Commission is ther efore rightly addressing 

itself to a modest plan of construction, b e ginning in the 

Prairie Provinces and British Columbia . It is suggested that 

there should be full local consulta tion b efor e the plans and 

sites of prospective new stations a r e r e commended for approval 

by the Governor Gene ral in Council. It i s desirabl E; , if 

possible, to secure the a greement ~f p riva t e St a tions , and 

avoid duplication. The cos t of land lines for cha in 
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broadcasting threatens to be a heavy financial burden. It is 

suggested that in the beginning there should be only 

provisional short term arrangements with the land line 

companies. A period of experiment should precede the 

determination of a permanent solution of this problem. 

Ultimately the Commission may own and operate its land lines. 

Meanwhile, an attempt should be made to negotiate special 

terms in return for contract, as, for example, cost plus small 

profit, figures being produced. 

During the past four years private Stations have 

suffered a good deal from a sense of insecurity and 

uncertainty about their future. It is important for the 

Commission to give every encouragement and help to those 

private Stations whose continued operation is approved. The 

Rules and Regulations already issued prescribe standards for 

technical equipment. Ylliile deficiencies of equipment should 

be repaired and improvements be made continuously, the 

Commission, bearing in mind the difficulties of the private 

Stations, should give reasonable latitude for the carrying 

out of its Rules and Regulations. If the private stations 

are consulted in the manner already suggested their control 

and regulation should not· involve friction and their goodwill 

should be a valuable asset, Now that the Commission has 

five outlets of its own, ~nd a prospective sixth, further 

acquisition should not be made without a careful survey of 

the actual and potential auxiliary services which approved 

private Stations can provide, at least until more money is 

available for capital expenditure. 

6. FINANCE 

Since the passage of Bill 99 it seems to be recognised 

that licence revenue is not part of general taxation; that 

when the listener pays his two dollars he is subscribing 

for a service to which he is entitled. Also, the 
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Commission has authority to dispose of its revenue for all 

purposes except new construction and the leasing of Stations, 

proposals of this kind being subject to approval by the Governor 

General in Council. The estinated net annual sum accruing to 

the Commission froD licence r e venue is nov/ of the order of a 

million dollars. The plans v/hich ha vc already been framed for 

more vigorous enforcement and more thorough collection should be 

applied without delay. 

The functions of collecting licencG revenue and dealing 

with interference problems, although of importance to broad-

casting, are better left to another authority. A Broadcasting 

service under the most favourable conditions provides an 

exacting task calling for concentrated undivided attention. 

There should be, of course, close co~operation and confidence 

as between the broadcasting authority and the authority cha rge d 

with the collection of licence revenue and the elimination of 

interference. 

Having considered and determined the cost of 

organisation, central and regional, programme, engineering and 

land line costs for current commitments, the Commission should 

work out a kind of Five Years Plan of modest capital developnent. 

It will be possible then to estimate the amount of money which 

must be derived from the sale of sponsored programmes. The 

Comnission has authority under the Act to define the proportion 

of authorised advertising which, ~ithout the permission of the 

Commission, may not exceed 5~J of any programue period. The 

Commission has ruled this 5% as referring only to direct 

advertisements, and has indicated that anoth8r 5/~ of programme 

time may be occupied by indirect advertisements. The policy, 

of course, is to limit the amount of permitted advertising to 

the financial requirements of the Commission and of the private 

Stations. In order, however, to provide a sufficient number 

of advertisers to bring in the necessary auxiliary revenue, 
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some latitude should be allowed in the building of sponsored 

programmes, it being understood of cours e that undue or 

offensive advertisements are always excluded. The Sponsored 

Programme Director at Headquarters would be responsible not 

only for the control and regulation of advertisements in 

programmes, but also for the development of these programmes in 

accordance with requirements. 

A budget for current and capital expenditure having 

been determined on a progressive plan over a number of years, 

the day to day financial control should be carefully defined. 

It is unwise to earmark definite sums for the uncontrolled 

expenditure of departments for specified periods. There should 

be continuous functional financial supervision. In other words 

the details of all considerable expenditure should be justified 

in advance to the Ch"illf Accountant, or his local representative, 

without holding up the work. 

7. PUBLIC RELATIONS. 

In its formative period Canadian broadcasting is bound 

to encounter numerous difficulties of all kinds. Provinces 

will be jealous of their rights; The West will be alert to 

Eastern bias; Ontario will be vigilant against the undue 

influence of Quebec; French Canada will be anxious to avoid 

the submergence of its language; the Maritime Provinces, 

Prairie Provinces and British Columbia likewise will be 

watchful of their rights and interests. It will not be 

enough to create an efficient service. Public opinion must 

be informed constantly and intelligently. A good deal of the 

misundorstanding and confusion which followed the publication 

of the first set of Rules and Regulations of the Commission 

could have been avoided if there hnd been the opportunity and 

the facilities for the careful preparation of public opinion 

in advance. The Commission caD hardly be blamed, 
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circumstances being definitely adverse, but greater care 

should be exercised in futuro First of all, programmes 

should be arranged sufficiently far ahead to make their 

publication possible throughout the Dominion. Secondly, the 

Press should be constantly fed with appropriately prepared 

information, and close contact maintained both with editors and 

those writers specialising on radio subjects. special care 

should be taken to keep Members of Parlianent fully informed on 

broadcasting. Likewise, attention should be given to Societies 

such as the Radio League, organisations of 17ireless Traders and 

Manufacturers, organisations of private broadcasters, Adult 

Education Societies, and so on. There is in this direction a 

potential field of auxiliary goodwill of possibly decisive 

importance. Correspondence with the public should be under

taken by another section of this Department. Let ters from 

listeners should be invariably acknowledged; all serious 

criticism and comment should be dealt with sympathetically 

and courteously, and a precis of comment circulated to those 

concerned with the progrnmmes, Opportunities for supplementary 

publicity, such ns are provided by Exhibitions, should not 

be neglected. 

8. STATION RELATIONS. 

Station relations will provide full time work for a 

competent officer at Headquarters. First of all there is the 

business of dealing with Station relations in Canada, keeping 

an effective liaison both within and without the Commission's 

cha in. Secondly, there are the details of relations with 

Ame rican broadcasting, the co-operation of which is ao 

important to the future of the Canadian system. Then there 

is the equally important ficld of Empire broadcasting. 

Constructive cc-operation with the B.B.C., in its short-wave 

EmpllB Scrvice and the use of appropriately selected recorded 
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attention. Th~rG will be ~lso r~l~tions with oth~r European 

broadcasters, ~nd, in due cours~, ~ith th~ Union Intcrnationale 

de Radio diffusion at G~n~va. 

9 . SPECIALIST BROADCAS~ING 

(A) Music 

Music, the main constituent of broadcasting, will require 

most attention, and q competent Canadian Music Director should 

be appointed. But the crt:ation of a m;\V' central Symphony 

Orches tra, pos s ibly des irable L:;.i.,-'r J should not be undertaken in 

the first few ycnrs . There are in exist~nce in Canada a 

number of competent symphony orchestras capable of providing 

worthy programmes . As already recommended, working agreements 

should be made with those orchestras of thv requisite standing. 

It is better, both for the orchestras and for broadcasting, to 

arrange a contribution for a p~riod, subject to annual revision 

rather than to pay orchestras for individual performances. 

The subsidy method should prove more economical, should enable 

programme plans to be laid well in advance, and should assist 

t he organisers of the orchestras in arranging their annual 

budgets . The chief function Qf the Music Director of the 

Commission will be to det~rminL the quality of orchestras and 

t he musical ta l en t generally . Plans of thu Commission in 

music should envisage a steady development of public taste. 

symphony, Chamber Music ar.d OperatiC transmissions should be 

planned in progressive series, both locally and nationally . 

Due attention should be given to the right proportion offered 

of serious and light music • So far the Commission has rightly 

• concerned itself mninly with symphony music, but, as the 

organisation d8vc l ops, orchestral and dance music of all types 

should l ikewise be encouraged under th~ auspices of th~ 

Comnission . otherwise the Commission will become unpopul8.r VIi th 

those who do not care for symphony music . A suggestion has 
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been made that the Commission should omit dance music on the 

grounds that an adequate service of this is provided from 

the United states. Jith this I disagree. There are in 

Canada several excellent dance bands which deserve to be 

broadcast under the auspices of the Co~ission. 

(B) Drama 

No elaborate or extensive production should be undertaken 

in the early stages. To begin with there should be a survey 

of what has been done in this direction by the stations ~hich 

the Commission has taken over, as well as by private stations. 

The remarkable success of amateur draQatic Festivals in Canada 

indicates a rich field of potential talent of an original 

nature. This should be carefully explored. Afterwards it 

will be possible to deternine the nature and sipe of the 

organisation requirBd ~or radio drama . 

(C) Productions 

Canadian listeners have become accustomed to Vaudeville, 

variety, and other light entertai~ent as provided by the 

AQerican chains, and it would be unwise suddenly to ~eprive 

them of unobjectionable popular features of this kind without 

providing an adequate substitute. There should be a survey 

of existing talent and an examination of what has been and 

is being done by existing Canadian Stations . The Executive 

should plan to produce occasional first class light enter

tainments, but there is no need, for this purposc, to set up 

a departmcnt separate from Dramatic Production . 

Now that, for the purposes of specialist definition, 

one departs from the entertainment side, it does not mean 

that entertainment should be neglected . On the contrary, the 

inculcation of cultural values and of all that is needed in 

good citizenship , in which broadcasting nay be so potent a 

factor , depends largely on the acceptability of the spoken 
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word in terms of entertainment. Thus the ethical and 

educational messages, to be effective, should have the medium 

of acceptable personality and good technique. 

(D) Religion 

The religious problem in Canada is one of peculiar 

delicacy and will require comprehensive and tactful treatment. 

It is suggested that the best method of approach is to enlist 

the co-operation of all the main religious bodies. The 

limit of consultation will have to be determined arbitrarily, 

as it would be unworkable to include numerous minor religious 

bodies. But if the leading religious organisations could 

be induced to co-operate, they should be invited to send 

their duly accredited representatives to c6ntral and regional 

Religious Advisory Committees. These Committees then would 

be asked to recommend th~ distribution 0:[" availaDle "time" 

amongst themselves, to nominate competent broadcasting 

preachers, and to determine the sequence of religious services. 

If an arrangement of this kind succeeds, then the broadcasting 

of religious services would be conducted with the minimum of 

friction. It has been suggested that the Commission might 

endeavour to evolve a form of religious service which would 

have a wide general appeal and would be of non-denoninational 

character . This, one submits, should be left over for a larer 

consideration . It would be better at first to secure a 

measure of agreement among the important religious bodies and 

then to broadcast typical denominational services according to 

the arrangements. Censorship would be confined to eliminating 

statements or suggestions calculated to offend any considerable 

body of religious opinion. 

(E) Politics 

The broadcasting of pc itics also presents 

possibilities of trouble . Here again an attempt should be 
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made to secure a working agreement between the political 

parties, centrally and regionally. For practical purposes 

parties might be recognised as they are represented in the 

House of Commons and dealt with by the Speaker. They should 

be asked to consider a fair plan for the disposition of the 

time available for broadcasting controversial political 

matter. It might prove a wise beginning to use the tldebate 

form" rather than the "series form" of presentation . It is 

important, however, to secure some method whereby broadcasting 

may be used for the education of the public on political 

issues . SpeCial procedure at General Elections should also 

be the subject of inter-party consultation, every effort 

being made to avoid an appearance of favouritism. 

(F) The Spoken ':lord. (Talks, Schools Education, 
& Adult Education) 

The spoken word in broadcasting covers a wide area. 

The imnediate problem will be to provide adequate Topical Talks 

and News Bulletins, with interesting reviews of events in 

Canada and in the D.S.A., in the Empire, and in the world 

at l a rge. 

(i) An endeavour should be made to deal 

authoritatively, impartially, and acceptably with the 

majority of current issues of public interest. This serVice, 

however, should not be started until the Commission is 

satisfied that it has found the right expositors from the 

point of view of broadcasting t echnique as well as from the 

point of vievv of impartiali ty and knowledge. 

(ii) News Bulletins should be developed gradually, 

and at fixed times. In connection with this service the 

Commission has a great opportunity to provide an example to 

the North American Continent. The tendency in North America, 

apart from the more experienced broadcast~rs, is to crowd 

the periods devoted to News Bulletins with what can accurately 

be described as tla current of words", delivered in a 
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~nd frequently in what appears to be an 

It is suggested that the Commission should 

arrange with the accredited News Agencies of Canada for the 

provision of the material for the Ne 1NS Bulletins, which yrould 

be specially prepared for broadcasting by Officers of the 

Coomission. If the organisation of the Commission does not 

permit of accepting this task in the early stages, then the 

bulletins submitted by the News Agenci l;s should be scrutinised 

from the broadcasting point of view b efore being transmitted. 

The r e is in the News Bulletins the opportunity not only of 

careful selection, but a lso of confident and r eposeful 

announcing. Incidentally, care should be taken to avoid 

giving any pa rticular Newsagency or newspaper interest a 

nonopoly of providing material for the News Bulletins. The 

initial ar rangements should be provisional, subject to 

annual revision. 

plair. 

(iii) for Talks in general there should be a conscious 

Syllabi should be prepared after consultation with 

the Talks Advisory Committee, it being understood that the 

underlying entertainment qualification must be observed. 

An endeavour should be made to cover attractively the .whole 

range of Canadian interest, local, national and international. 

All broadcast talks ideally should be authoritative, interest

ing and stiI1ulating; at the worst they should not be dull. 

It is better, therefore, to start with a moderate plan of 

talks, capable of developnent as the desired material becomes 

available. In the early series there should be included an 

attractive consecutive account of the wonderful "human!! story 

involved in the history of Canada. It is important that, 

from its inception, the Commission should regard the history 

of Canada as not only one of the most fruitful sources of 

good prograL®e v8lue, but also as one of th8 most effective 

means of contributing to national unity and stability. 
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(iv) The Educational side of the spoken words falls 

into two parts, schools Education and Adult Education. 

(a) The reception in Schools of broadcast 

lessons is likely to become an inportant factor in the 

educational system of the Dominion. This, however, has to 

be arranged provincially because of the differing systems 

of education. Broadcasting to Schools will be one of the 

early tasks of the Assistant Commi'ssioner-.e and their Advisory 

Committees. Here again a word of warning should be given 

on the importance of keeping in mind the entertainment 

qualification. For broadcasting it is not good enough that 

a lesson for schools should be authoritative and comprehensive; 

it must be also acceptable and pleasant in the technical 

sense. Moreover, the apparatus of reception must be 

efficient. 

(b) In broadcast Adult Education the principle 

will be indistinguishable from the general Talks as planned. 

Nevertheless, there should be a conscious motive in that part 

of Talks which is directed to stimulating intellectual 

activity and curiosity. Planning by series is inevitable. 

Simple progressive expositions of the Arts and SCiences, 

impartial pictures of world politics and affairs, mixed with 

refresher courses on elementary knowledge, - this is the kind 

of substratum on which acceptable Adult Education may be 

built. There will be also periodical reviews of new books, 

plays and films, in which a catholic yet discriminating sense 

of choice must be exercised. Reviews of new books are of 

special importance in that, if acceptably and effici8ntly 

done, they will direct the reading of a l~rge part of the 

public. In this connection the Commission should represent 

to the Libraries and Booksellers the importance of preparing 

in advance to satisfy the demand for the books that are 

reviewed by radio and those y/hich are recommended for 

further study. 
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(v) Programnes for Children. As a lready 

recoJilIJcnded, special prograr.lIEcs for children should oe 

developed regionally, out under the general guidance of the 

COI!lT.lission. This might oe regarded as part of Education, out 

the danger in that event is that the programmes would oecome 

didactic and undistinguished from transmissions to Schools . 

It is Y;ise, therefore, to keep prograI7lfl1t:js for children 

sep2rate, in order t o emphasise the greatsr importance of the 

en t er t ainment quality. By Progranmes for Children is not 

meant Children's Hour programmes. What is intended is a 

simple and ent ert aining conspectus of the world of activity in 

entertainment and thought specially directed to children. 

Experience proves that if a progranme of this kind is 

successful in its oojective of r eaching chi l dren it wi ll have 

even greater r esults in reaching adults incidentally. 

(vi) Programmes for Imp erial and Foreign relay. 

Every programme for Imperial or Foreign relay should be built 

with a view to giving a faithful r efl ection of a ll that is 

oes t in Canadian ac tivity, culture and genera l oackground. 

Care should oe t aken to avoid the mistakv of including, for 

instance, itL)ms of symphony music which could be provided a t 

l eas t equs.lly vlv ll in the countrit)S in 'Iyhich the programme is 

being rela.yed. There is a w~alth of Original and distinctive 

artistic mCLterial throughout Canada and this should be 

carefully surveyed and the best parts of it d~veloped before 

Imper i al or ForGign r e l ays arc undertak~n. 

10. C:B.,NSORSHIP P.1ID PROGRAl.:J::E S'l'AlmL~DS. 

No definition of censorship can escape criticism. 

The ri ght objective in public service broadcas ting should oe 

to giv~ the maximum l a titude short of license, while still 

safeguqrding puolic decency and the fundamental interests of 

organised SOCiety. To offer even this oroad definition is 

to invit e controversy aoout who is to determine the limits 
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and where the limits a r e to be pr8scrib~d. ;:;xperience 

sugges ts that co~mon sense provides ths only work ing solution. 

A rigid fornula acceptabl~ to even t he main sections of 

opinion is not possible. It follows, therefore, tha t it is 

more important tha t the ac tua l broadcasting authority should 

enjoy a measure of gene r e I public confiddnc~ , tha n tha t there 

should be close ly defined edicts of censorship_ As to 

programme standards, much the sane argum~nt applies . In 

general, nothing should be broadcas t rrh ich might be exp8c t ed 

r easonably to offend the susceptibilities of any considerable 

section of the list ening public. The intima t e character of 

the broadcasting medium, involving the accGp t ance of its 

message a t the fireside, impli es a special responsibility to 

avoid sensational and disturbing cornnunica tions . On the 

othe r hand it is the duty of the broadcas t er to describe 

f ai thfully what is happening and to avoid colouring his 

communica tions Vii th his oym vi ev-fS or inhibi tions. Thus one 

is brought aga in to .the common sense solution on the principle 

of e ffe cting a compromise which 'ivill try to avoid on the one 

hand untruth and on the other hand disturbance and distress. 

The management of sponsored programnes will involve 

discriwination against certain advertisements . Although these 

prograwnes will b e provided by outside commercial ente rpris e 

their acceptance by the Commission will irllposG r espons ibility 

for the ir appropriateness and bona fides . 

11 . PUBLICATIONS 

A well planned scheme of public service broadcasting 

must count on the printed word as a va luable auxilia ry . For 

example, a syllabus of Talks or a progress i ve scheme of ll.dul t 

Education, ne ed the support of the printed word in some forn . 

Independent outside publications may prove h~lpful occasionally 

but hardly adequately or continuously . The Comnission 

ther efor e should envis age a modest plan of publica tions 
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supplc~~ntinG the spok~n word. 

not Co beyond 2. fcn siL:plc~ll1G. L"'. ttr:1cti v,-,ly produced )o~.,.)hl.c;·cs 

eX91ainin t . £cn...,r '-11 )olicy and. c..i.cc..lin t) .. i~h tl1c var·ious Li8.in 

sect ions of the planned. \lorlc. 'L'hcre shoulcl <..1.1so b~ Ll!1dc 

LWElil:1blE.:, in consultation \/ith the] l)~fl£ , rtL:ent of ~ arine, 

appropriate tcchnic~l panphlets dunlin[ :!i'Lh recuption and 

interference. Inc identally, thc exis tC;l1CC of a fe'.l up to 

dC.tc pauphlcts Vlill considerably reduce th" -ourdcn of dealin~ , 

uith correspondence. ':\'s to periodical publice.tions, only 

exper'i~nce rril l ShOYl rrhether t~1.uy Elrc necc;sunry. 

in Can&da arc so d ifferent fros those in Great f;r'itain that 

the success of the ~ . B . C ., publications does not nccc.ssL\rily 

provide a Hor~cin.: nnalocy . I\.S pro~.;:ral.lEes a rc d(::veloped the 

problem of their publicity cun be revic'vlcd. LQt~r on, inde0d, 

a \'lcelcly pr06rmlIl1e paper publishcd in v[:,r'ious editions l.li; ,ht 

be found to be not only of advantace to the service but a l so 

a source of additional revenue. 

12. PAYMENTS, FEES, COPYRIGHT CHARGES . 

It is desirable to effcct ceneral a~ .. r eeiJents "'Iith the 

various national orcanisations concerned with fees of 

BUS icians, artists, COillposers , authors anu '.7i th )e rfornint . 

ri [;hts :.;;enerally . 'l'hese agrecElents should be on et sir:ple 

autor,1atic b8sis subject to p-:;riodical revision. 

orchestras are subsidised it is inequitable for the musicians 

to attc~)t to exact addit ional fees for broadcustin~ frrn~ 

public concerts, ·. Jhen the survey of existinC talent is 

conp l cte it may be found desirable to create a nucleus of 

contract artists, )rior clah. on "Those services ·.iil1 resido 

uith the: Com.",ission . 

Some pay~cnt should be: offered to all sge~~ers 

invi t ed. to Ci vc any of the regular tal~s. It ·.:ould 1)(:~ 

understood that at lcast in the first fcry ye ~ rs th~ fe e s f0r 

talks uou1d be small. 
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In commercial -Droadcastinc.; it is customary to exact 

pay~ent for. the broadcastinL of soue political speeches and of 

sone r8ligious se~~ices, Unier public service broadcasting, 

t-:iven agreed arran~eDcnts as recommended above, there snould 

be no tJaYlflent for this class of material. bI'oadcastinL of 

politics or of religion should not be influenced by the 

financial resources of the orcanisations concerned. 

'i.'he importance of cood announcin;': is difficult to 

eXaE[;erate. rrhere is herein a [:;reat ___ opportuni ty to set a n" '\[ 

standard for the North American Continent. Announcing for 

the COI;Unission should be a nodel of diction, arranLeml..nt and. 

~oud taste. It is possible to create a tradition of 

enuncia 'cion without ir,lpos ing a uniforn dialect. The 

Commission \/ill find it expedient to fuide announcers in 

pronunciation "lithout c:ivinC the appearance of dictatin[, 

"standard. EnC1ish" or Hstcmciord French" to the listeninL 

public. It should be leept in mind also that good anno11ncin[:: 

besides adding to the ~resti:'e and popularity of the 

Comrr.ission, should convey a sense of repose which is not as 

evident as it should be eith~r in Canada or the United states. 

14. ~)U~ · ] . lITe;. UP" 

It is SUbl:1itted that, considering the creat 

difficul ties to be faced, and the iLlperfections of the 

constitution, the Con~ission has made a creditable start. 

!~ good deal of the criticism to 'which it has been subjected 

can be ascri-Ded to ignorance, 1;[hich mic-ht have been dis ~)61led 

had the COIlillission been able to develop its organisation in 

time. _,s the various problems and obstacles are becOl':in.s I.10re 

Lenerally reco~.:nised, there is a growing dis()os i tion to p;i ve 

this creat experiment the fair cha nce it so obviuusly deserve~ 
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Also I am. convinced that the Conmission h8S d.one its best to 

carry out its tasl..: i;-,1partially am': e fficL;ntly i7i thin the 

liDitations of its orGanisation. 

On the other hand,any U~necee6ary delays will tend 

to reinforce and widen the area of public irritation, 

incidentally endanc;erin€: the principle of public service 

broadcastin[~ . And it is mainly for this reason that the 

orGanisation s1.1.ould be put on a basis of business Iilanar,ement 

and of carefully planned policy accepted and. adumbrated. 

The idea of direct state llanaoellent in addition to state 

control s:10uld be eliminated with the ninir.1UIil of delay. 

This not only is vital to the vigorous and successful 

development of the \lor~c but is of great potential value in 

checklnG the present dangerous tendency to reLard the 

machinery of' national broadcastinG as belonc inc to the area of 

party politic31 pc'tronage . So important is this freedou of the 

COEl1:lission and the Executive from state or party manaf.ement 

that, if the internal development of the Commission should 

prove iillpossible for various reasons then one would advocate 

consideration of a proposal to set up an operatinG coupany 

under the licence and General control of the COllUnission, but 

enjoying an adequate deCree of independence. This Company 

would be in SOIile ways analagous to the oriLinal British 

;s roadcasting Company upon vhich the Bri tish '-:, roadcasting 

system was built. Ouch a constitution would protect the 

Commission, would relieve it of the executive responsibility 

which should not be its concern, while enabling it to act 

more effectively as trustee for the public interest.; and 

would be calculated to acquire the confidence and support 

of the business community. An operating company, in short, 

mieht be devised as the most effective means of applyin[ 

public service broadcastino' 

Whatever method is adopted to secure effective 
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L:anaLement, oper8.tions s:lOuld be conducted '.Ii th constant 

attention to th'3se fundaLl\ .. mtals of policy: 

(i) Action in any direction should be preceded by 

careful survey and consultation, 'public opinion beinL 

ade~uately 9re~ared. 

(ii) Constructive planning over a period of years. 

( i ii) -'~nlistin~:; th8 sup"flort of publ ic orcanisa t ions 

of all Jcino..s. 

(iv) ~easonable protection of minorities without 

prejudicinG the interest of majorities, - at Peadquarters 

the Do~inion vie~: in the Provinces a rational reflection 

of local interests and aspirations. 

(v) Unfailinc reco.nition of the priority of 

entertaimnent values in all departmt;nts of proG,ral'l17l .. e 'Ilorx--:. 

(vi) tcceptance of the principle that the broad-" 

castinG authority, unbiased and non-partisan, is not on its 

own account, either directly or indirectly, to express vie\!s 

on or to favour policies on contentious sn·ojects. In other-

1!lords, uhile a broadcast inC lJr0L.ramr.~e may aJ?proLJria tcly 

contain i terns anala~":ous to m08 t of the "features \1 of a 

newspaper it should not include any thine corres)onuinL to the 

edi torial coluuns of a ne',lSpa".Jer. 
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Il\ COl';'CLUSIOF. 

Canada has an exceptional aQvantate in the 

possession already of a licence system. 3roadcasters of 

the United states, dependent solely on advertisement revenue, 

faced uith the increasing difficulty of providinG ~ood 

sustaininG proSraITmes - and these are better than most and 

as Lood as any - naturally lool;: with envy to the state of 

affairs in Cttnada, Vlhere licence revenue provides a steady 

income and the fr8edom for planning proCralli!iCs lIi thout 

extraneous considerations. In the develo)ment of public 

service broadcastinc on a co-o~erative constructive basis, 

with illanaLem~nt on efficient business lines and State contrul 

remote yet secure, Canada will be in a position to add 

immeasurably to the ajeniti~s of' her civilisation dnd also to 

produce a decisive new instrument of national unity and 

stability. 

(Signed) W.E. Gladstone Murray. 

25th July, 1933. 
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CANADIAN RADIO BROADCASTING COMMISSION 

COMMISSION CANADIENNE DE LA RADIODIFFUSION 

COMMISSIONERS: 

COMM I SSAI RES: 

HECTOR CHARLESWORTH . 
C .... AIR"""A"I P~ESIO~"'T 

THOMAS MAHER . 
vrCE·CHAIRMA.N -VICE· PRESIO~NT 

Ottawa, June 16th, 1933. 
LT.- COL .W . ARTHUR STEEL . M .C . 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

Thank you for yours of June 15th 
with reference to the Institute of Public 
Affairs. I will make an enquiry into the 
matter. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal and Vice Chancellor, 
-lcGill Uni versi ty, 
~ ontreal, P.Q. 

Chairman. 



~oIumhia ~tnibrrl1itp' 
Intbr(!:itp of 111'lu1flork ' 

, ----, 
SECRETARY OF'" THE UNIVERSITY 

Sir Arthur ~. Currie 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

l';y dear Sir 

June 19, 1933 

In the absence of President Butler 

who is abroad, I beg to acknowledge your letter of 

June 15th. I am taking the liberty of referring 

it to 1lr. Ji'rederic A. Willis of the Columbia Broad-

casting Corporation for his attention. 

Very truly yours, 

J:!'rank D. :B'ackenthal 

P 
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PUBLIG AFFAIRS INSTITUTE 
Gommlllee on 

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

F"OR AMERICA F"OR EUROPf:" 

FREOERIC A. WILLIS CESAR SAERCHINGER 

COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 

48ei MADISON AVENUE 17 WATERLOO PLACE.S.W.I 

NEW YORK CITY LONDON, ENGLANO 

e"eL~ COLUMBIA NI!:W YORK CA8L£ COLUMeIA. LONDON 

AMI!:RICAN COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 

NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER 

HAMILTON FISH ARMSTRONO 

ALLEN WELSH DULLES 

HENRY P. FLETCHER 

..JOHN GRIER HIBBEN 

THOMAS W LAMONT 

.JOHN L . MERRILL 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS 

1,STADLISHED 

June 27, 1933 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.I1..G., K.C.B. 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor 
McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec, Ca:1ada 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

Thank you ver,y much for your letter of June 
26th and for your kindness in writing to 
Sir Robert Falconer, tTging his acceptance 
on the International Committee. 

I Sincerely hope that throughout the year we 
may present some unusually interesting pro
grams which will help to interpret American 
thought and opinion, actively and with viril
ity, to the Canadian audience, and vice versa. 

Assuring you again of the appreCiation of 
this Committee for your kindness, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~Cld~ 
Executive Secretary for America 

~. 

IN COOPERATION WJTIl TIlE COLrMBIA BROADCA TING SYSTEM 



Y ur alt f 11 , 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS INSTITUTE 
Committee on 

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

"-OR AMERICA F"OR i!:UROP!!: 

FREOERle A. W ILLI S CESAR SAERCHINGER 

COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 

.o4S!5 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 

CAIISL.E - COLUMIISIA. NEW VORK 

AMERICAN COMMITTEE 

NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER 

HAMILTON FISH ARMSTRONG 

ALLEN WELSH OULLES 

HENRY P. FLETCHER 

.... OHN GRIER HIBBEN 

THOMAS W . LAMONT 

.JOHN L . MER RILL 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.N.G.,K.C.B. 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor 
McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

June 22, 1955 COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 

17 WATERLOO PLACE,S.W.I 

LONDON. ENGLAND 

CAIISLi!: - COLUM8'A. LONOON 

Your letter of June 15th addressed to President Butler has been 
brought to my attention during his absence in Europe, and I have 
been asked to reply on behalf of President Butler and the Amer
ican Committee. 

The functions and development of the Public Affairs Institute 
has been in formation for some time, and as a matter of fact the 
entire International Committee had not been completely arranged 
at the time the papers published their first notices of this 
International group. 

The operations of the Columbia Broadcasting Syste·n in Canada 
and their contact with the Canadian stations have been, of 
course, quite extensive, and it was naturally planned to 
have Canada represented on this International Committee, as 
well as some of the South American countries, individually, 
arrangements with which have not as yet, been concluded. 

Prior to President Butler's departure for Europe the matter was 
discussed by our Committee and Sir Robert Falconer, retired Pres
ident of the University of Tor'onto was very strongly suggested to 
us as being a most appropriate representative for Canada. It 
is our understanding that he now has both the leisure and the 
interest in the work, as well as wide contacts and experience 
to make a most valuable member of the International Committee. 

If you know ~Sir Robert I am sure this Committee would appre
ciate your urging his acceptance as representative of Canada 
on the International Committee. 

May I take this opportunity of thanking you for your great in
terest in plans of the Public Affairs Institute and assure you 
that we are ~ost anxious to see Canada well represented on 
this Committee. 

ve:t;;;;;~;;~ 
Executive Secretary for America 

H S T A EL I S n E D T NCO 0 PER A T ION W r T fl TIlE COL I ' ~I E JAB R 0 ADC A 5 TIN 0 5 Y S T E ~[ 
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PRINCIPAL AND VICEwCHANCELLOR: 

SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G .C .M.G .• K.C.B. 

J nter-department Correspondence 

FROM 

THE PRINCIPAL 'AND VICE-CHANCELLOR, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 
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ADDRESS REPlYTO 
NATIONAL PARKS BUREAU 

CANADA PLEASE QUOTE 

FILE __ . 

C.TLR/EW 

Encl. 

Dear Sir, 

DEPARTMENT 
OF 

MINES AND RESOURCES 
LANDS,PARKS AND FORESTS BRANCH 

OITAWA 3rd December, 1937. 

It is our understanding that certain 
Universities are utilizing radio facilities to 
broadcast lectures of an educational nature. May 
I enquire whether the University of McGill 
is using this method of instruction and, if so, 
whether you would be interested in including in the 
series certain aspects of our National Parks, the 
most obvious of which would be the preservation of 
forests, landscape and wild life. 

If. such a series appeals to you, it will 
be a pleasure to afford you the facilities of this 
office to the extent of furnishing pamphlets and other 
material from which lectures could be prepared. 

We shall be glad to know whether we can be 
of assistance to you in this connection and, in the 
meantime, a copy of Canadats Mountain Playgrounds" 
is enclosed herewith which it is hoped you will find 
of interest. 

Yours very truly, 

Robert .T.C. Stead, 

Superintendent, . ~ 
Publicity and InfO~i3~: ~ 

The Principal, 
McGill University, 

Montreal, 

per7f11t~~ 
ue. 



McGILL UNIVERg\~G 

Pl'Ote sor • H. BrUtaln 

Dear Sir, 

Ith refer c to your letter of the 3rd D ca bar, 

leGIll Un1v ra1ty OGB not nter into the k1nd of rad10 

b doa t1ng 1 th which your letter deals. 

Thanking you tor your oourtesy in tter, 

Your :r 1 thrully , 

Super1n nd t, 
Publioi t7 and liltor tlon. 
Depart nt ot Mines and iesourees, 
Ottawa. 

• H. BRITTAIN 
Aotlng Pr1nolpal 



McGILL UNIVERSiTY .. 
PRINCIPAL AND VICE·CHANCELLOR 

1... W DOUGLAS 

ry 19 

deer r. rray. 

I 8JIl glad to hear tbat tbe Stude ta' Oouncll 

la •• t0U.D4 1 t possible tor thell to coaplJ' with your "e&tioD 

tor a broadaeat OD tha avenin ot the 10th cb. 

Yo ra tnc lr. 

GladetOlle rray. Esq •• 
General I'1&ger. 
Canadian Broad0ll8tlng COrporation, 
OttSlf • 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

PRiNCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 

L . W . DOUGLAS 

Dear· • r.re1. 

19th 1938 

et 1 Y I ackno.1edge 
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nt ~ unt -{ 1 th~ .Pr1ne1 
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8U est. • Do ms will return. to tl:~ of :1~ next eek. 

Yours t itbtully J 

Pr1 cl l's erot • 

Gla1atone urrny, !Seq. 
eral 
4t tl Corporation, 

o t 



CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

IN REPLY REFER TO F ILE NO . ..... .. ........................... .. 

w. L. Douglas, Esq., 
Principal, 
Mc Gill University, 

ontreel, Quebec. 

Dear Mr. Douglas:-

Ottawa, Ontario, 
February 9th, 1938. 

No doubt you will have heard from Colonel 
Bovey of the conversation which took place last Monday 
between him and our representative, ~r. Brodie. 

I am deliehted to think that there is, 
after all, a chance of having Mc Gill represented in the 
series of broadcasts by the student bodies of various 
Canadian universities. 

In accordance with Colonel Bovey's desire, 
Mr. Brodie and Mr. Pelletier of our Montreal station 
interviewed the president of the Student's 0 0unc il and 
the producer of the "Red and White Review". They are 
considering what can be done, and promised to let us 
have a definite decision by the 14th. 

I hope that they will come to a satisfactory 
conclusion and that I may look forward to hearing a 
successful broadcast on [arch lOth. 

Yours sincerely, 



December 4, 1937. 

My dear ~'J.urray, 

Having reference to the letter addressed to 
Dr. I. H. Brittain, Acting Principal, after some discussion, 
he and other members of the staff have come to the conclusion 
that it would be difficult to put on a broadcast which would 
adequately represent McGill University. Under these circumstarces 
he asks me to let you know that we would really prefer to be 
omitted fram this prognamme. 

Yours sincerely, 

fil t':rid Bovey 

Gladstone Murray, Esq., 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 
Ottawa. 
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COMMITTEE ON EXTENSION COURSES 

AND UNIVERSITY LECfURES 
McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTlU!AL, CANADA 

l~ vember 24, 1937. 

De r Dr. Britt in, 

('ve yo~ lett r of rev moer 23~d ith 
e closure hlch I return er ith. 

I uld Ubeest thp, foll ~ ng: 

'11. . C;. t. (1 Band selee ion by the .. ~cG 11 Band - 10 inuta. 

( ~ Select i;.m 

ritt~:. f 
frOM a s 

er ' Cl b, r ~~rabl 
in 'nd not a~pted 
1/ our. 

v (3) G a Clu. 10 minutes. 

2.. {4} B nd Finale. A minute. 
~ 

he ~oregoing itl 
sho'lld "18.ke a g'ood bn hour rogr 
our poin of vi ould bp. that it 

udent • Council hich could t 
he ropes ed donation of 100. 

Dr. W. f. Brittain, 
.cGlll Univer it • 

Q propriate in roductions 
and tr.e ~dvanta e from 

uld be entirely r n by the 
the alloc~ ion of 



ACT.rNG 

Prote sso r • H. Bri t tai n 

22nd November, 1937 

Dear Mr. I4urray, 

Thank you tor your letter ot the 17th ovember 

in which you propose a weekly broadcast by the various 

universities of canada, including MaGill University, beginning 

early in too New Year. 

I will talk over this suggestion with tho 

proper autlx>ri ties here and let you have an early reply. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gladetone Murray, Esq., 
General Manager t 
canadian Broadoast1ng Corporation, 
Ott wa. 

• H. BRITrAlN 
Acting Principal 
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CANAD IAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

The Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q.. 

Dear Sir: 

OTTAWA 

November 17th, 1937. 

We are interested in trying to arrange 
a !.e_ekly series of programmes to be broadcast by the 
various universities of the Dominion. I should be very 
grateful if you would let me know whether you would be 
willing to co-operate in this scheme; if so, I should 
like to have your suggestions. 

The idea 1s that over a period beginning 
early in the new year each university should undertake 
to broa dcast one programme of an hour's duration. I would 
suggest as possible features glee singing, a dramatic sketch 
or interlude, possibly a brief talk, and a topical revue. 
I should of course be glad to consider any other ideas. 

These programmes would be broadcast to a 
National network. For this reason programmes should have 
a more than local appeal. This point would be important 
in the event of your including any huoorous items--we 
welcome humour, but we should like to be sure that it is 
not too esoteric and that it is in keeping with the 
spirit of a national broadcast from a university. 

We will undertake to give you the necessary 
help in technical and production matters. A reasonably 
high standard will be a matter of mutual interest. 

The programmes are intended to give to 
universities as such an opportunity of putting on a show 
of their talent to a wider audience than would normally be 
possible. They would be regarded as purely amateur 
programmes--no personal fees will be paid by the Corporation. 
We should, however, be glad to make a donation of one 
~undred dollars to the university, to be used for the- funds 
of the nlee Club, the Dramatic Club, or in some such way at 
the discretion of your authorities. 

Yours sincerely, 
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CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

OFFICE OF THE 

GENERAL MANAGER 

OTTAWA 

The Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.~. 

Dear Sir, 

November 17, 1937. 

,le are interested in trying to arrange a weekly 
series of programmes to be broadcast by tae variowuniversities 
of the Domi~ion. I should be vert grateful if yo~ would let 
me know whether you would be willing to co-operate in t is 
scheme; if so, I should like to have your sug~estions. 

The ide~ is that ov~r a period beginni~g early in 
the new year eacn university saould undertake to broacc~st one 
programme of an hour's duration. I wo~la suggest as possible 
fe ~ tures glee sinbi_g, a arbnatic sketCh or i~terlJde, possibly 
a brief talk, ana a topical revue. I sho~ld of co~rse be glad 
to consider any otner ideas. 

These programmes would be broaacast to a n~tio~al 
network. For this reason programmes should have b more than 
local appeal. This point WO~ld be iruportaJt in the event of 
your including any humorous items---we welcome hUillour, but we 
sho~ld like to be sure th~t it is not too esoteric aud that it 
is ia keeping with t e spirit of a •. atiol1al broa.ucast from a 
university. 

e will undertake to give you the necessary help in 
technical and production matters. A reasonbbly high standard 
will be a mattGr of mutual interest. 

The programmes are intended to give to universities 
as such an opportunity of putting on a show of their talent to 
a wider audience than woula normally be possible. They would be 
regarded as purely amateur prObr~mmes--no PGrso.l~1 fees will be 
paid by the Corporation. ~e should, howev~r, b e glad to ~ake a 
donation of one hunared dollars to tne university, to be used for 
the funds of the Glee Club, or in some such way "t the discretion 
of your autl!orities. 

YOilrs sll1cerely, 


