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Inier-depariment Correspondence

From
Tue Principar ano Vice-CHanceLLor,
McGie UniversiTy,
MonTReaL.

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR;
Sir ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.

RADIO COMMISSEON REPORT.

Establishment of a chain of high power national stations
located at suitable intergals acros s ecanada, exact position

determined after careful technical survey.

Appt. of federal commission of three, assistant
coms, for each prove "to carry on the business of

broadecasting™

Estab, trans-Can., chain broadcasting as one of first

duties of commissi on.

7

Advertising limited to not more than 5% of each program period

Location, where required and under private ownership if

desired of as many stations of 100 watts or under as may be

deemed necessary for complete coverage.

Revenues from license fees and advertising to be expended

in the interests of radio.

Just out: furnished by GAZETTE.
Do you wish to make any comments?
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Good Evening everyone. I have been asked to give you this evening a
university undargraduateh answers to 2 common guestions: Why are you
going to college 7 and What are you getting out of college ? I suppose

those same questions have been asked of young men for centuries, and of
young women for at least this past hundred years. Vell, here are my answers .
1 came to university with one cbject=e~ to study lawe Of course all students
don't come to college to study law, dut nevertheless a large per centage
do come with the intention of entering a professional faculty, to prepare
for law, for medicine, for accountancy, for architecture, for engineering,
for the Chureh, or for teaching. To get the average view of those not
intending to enter & professional faculty, I asked several of those whonm

I have met around the campus during the past few days why they ever decided
to come to college, i any of their answers were neither clear nor complete,
but the commonest reply was that a university education is esgential to

the ability to reason and think alone. Such a reply certainly answers thet
old gquestione~~ which is more im ortant, the facts learned or the mental
development, At MeCill the student seems to favour the development of the

. Raves Aoy 7 AS
mind raﬁ?iiathmn the data absorbed in the process. Incideatally, toe

%HJ—‘-W* Mol
4$i§enen&-%§a£ NeGill = & seat of communism is a creation of a reactione
&m\.bw\.&
ary's Bomeesties brain. Ve may not be bashful in saying what we think of
the present system, nor in pointing out what we congider its obvious
faultsy but we most definitely are not communists, Ve object te restrice
tions we consider unjust, not because of the things suppressed, but

because such suppression goes against the grain, is undemocratic and unfairs




But let's get on with the second question=~ What are you getting out of
college 7 Bealides the actual facts and theories picked up in the lecture
rooms, there is the constant urge to investigate other theories, to dig
up counter-argumentis, with of course the evere-constant argumenis among
members of the same class on the subject under discussion. Completely
apart from the class-room, & university offers several other advantages
which I don't think are offered anywhere gelse. The first of these is of
course the contacts and Eviondnnhnawhisr friendships which can be made
with people from all parts of the world, Perhops this is rather highe
gounding to some of you, bdbut if nations of the world understood one another
half so well astheir nationzls do while attending university, war would
not only be remote, it would be impossible., Then again there are the many
extra=curricular activities, giving the average student an oppertunity to

find others with similar recreafions and hobbies, and where those discu=

gsions crop up which uninteantionally snd yet irresistably mold the pliant

brain of the young students So at lieGill we have the college paper, the

£

¥eGill Dailys we have a Flayers' Club, a chess club, a debating gsocietys

a Social Problems Club, various national clubs such as German, French,
{talisn and Spanish, as well as a Cosmopolitan Club, For every type of
student there is some extra~curricular activity. Looking at things from

a purely mercenary point of view, in these outside activifies you meet the
men whoe in a few short years will be the business, gocial, and political
1eaders, not only of Canada but of many other great nations.

pefore I forget I must mention the other benefits extrascurricular active




ities offer in the realm of physical training.lost of you have heard and
seen McGill men in action on football, hockey, and other teums, If you
haveA't, McGill will be playing Toronto here in the concluding home game
of the football season on Nov.5th. The members of leGill teams are instie
l1led with the realization that the players of the visiting team are guests
of the university. Here the chief link is the Scarlet ey Society, which
does everything possible to make the visitors feel at home, At lc0ill,
every student who is physieally ecapable can try out for our teamg., There are
no imports vhatever, Ve engage in seventeen intercollegiate sports, often
with several teams in one of them, for example the senior, intermediate,
and junior football and hockey teams, as well as three more interefaculty
gsports. 7hose who participate in the more strenuous sports are also en-
couraged to take up easicr svesds ones in which they can find pleasure

and relaxation in later years. NHor must the business end of athletics be
disregarded=-« students handle the managerial and businegs ends of all
sports, thus obfaining an execellent training in modern business wethods,

By: the way, studies are not sacrificed on the altar of championship teams

here at licGill, The one great necessity right now at LeGlll is a rgmngf}um.
Lver sgncibf firs G%Ef to college, almost seven years agoy 4+ have read the
Lo W f s
“rules regarding the number of hours each week to be spant in physiesal

pemmad, sonily to find a footnote
i for the current session. Heverw
theleass a gyms is 8til) hoped for among the wndergraduates. We regret

there is not sufficient eapital %o bulld the complete plant neceasary, but




faecilities are provided in the plans for future extensious. Zaybe by
time my young brother, now a freshman, graduates from HeGill, he will
to adhere to the physical training rules which have been suspended =

I sincerely hope 80.

Jell after suech a rambling talk I had better summarize my reasons for

coming to collegee== to leara to think for nyself and to train that thinking

for law. I have received from college the Imowledge of specialists in thelr
among people with similar hobbies and amusements, trainiag in public

speaking and participation in sports with sportamen, I suppose the highest

™ My BT

tribute I could pay is that if and when I have a 36nh*therc will be no
hesitation in my mind with regard to a university education. He'll get cne,

and he'll get it at MeGill. Good night.




Thank you, Mr. Carveth, eand I wish to express
ciation of your invitation to take part in this evening's
of "In My Opinion".

I have been asked to give you this evening, my opinion
on two questions often put to a University undergraduate =-'Why are
you going to college?' and'What are you getting out of college?’.
suppose those same questions have been asked of young men I'or cen-
turies, and of young women for at least this past hundred years.
‘ell, here are my answers. 1 came t0o university with one ob ject -
to study law. Of course all students don't come to college to
study law, but nevertheless a large percentage do come with the
intention of entering a professional faculty, to prepare for law,
for medicine, for accountancy, for architecture, for engineering,
for the Church, or for teaching. To get the average view of those
not intending to enter a professional faculty, I asked several of
those whom I have met around the campus during the past few days why
they ever decided to come to college. Many of their answers were
neither clear nor complete, but the commonest reply was that a
university education is essential to the ability to reason and think
alone. Such a reply certainly answers that old question - which is
more important, the facts learned or the mental development. A%
MeGill the student seems to favour the development of the mind rather

i

than the date absorbed in the process. Incidentally, the statement

that MeGill is a seat of communism is a creation of a recreationary's

so-called brain. #e may not be bashful in saying what we think of
the present system, nor in pointing out "hat we consider its obvious

faults, but we most definitely are not communists. Ve object 1o




(2)

restrictions we consider unjust, not because of the things suppressed,
but because such suppression goes sgainst the grain, is undemocratic
and unfair. :

But let's get on with the second guestion - 'What are you
getting out of college?'. Besides the actual facts and theories
picked up in the lecture rooms, there is the constant urge to investi-
gate other theories, to dig up counter-arguments, ;h of course, the
ever-constant arguments among members of the same class on the subject
under discussion, Completely apart from the classroom, & university
offers several other advantages which I don't think are offered any-
where else. The first of these is of course the contacts and friend-
ships which can be made with people from all parts of the world. Per-
haps this is rather high-sounding to some of you, but if nations of
the world understood one another half so well as their nationals do
while attend ing university, war would not only be remote, it would be
impossible. Then sgain there are the many extra-curricular activities,
giving the average student an opportunity to find others with similar
recreations and hobbies, and where those discussions crop up which
unintentionally and yet irresistably mould the pliant brain of the
young student. So at MeGill we have the college paper, the MeGill

Daily; we have a Players' Club, a chess club, a debating society,

a Social Problems club, various national clubs such as Germé&n, French,

Italian and Spanish, as well as a Cosmopolitan Club. ¥For every type

of student there is some extra-curricular activity. Lookings at

things from a purely mercenary point of view, in these outside
activities you meet the men who in a few short years will be the
business, social and political lecders, not only of Canada, but of many

other great nations.




Before I forget I must mention the other benefits extra-
curricular activities offer in the realm of physical training. lMost
of you have heard and seen MeGill men in action on football, hockey,
and other teams. If you haven't, McGill will be playing Toronto here
in the concluding home game of the football season on November Sthe.
The members of McGill teams are instilled with the realization that
the players of the visiting team are guests of the university. Here
the chief link is the Scarlet Key Society, which does everything
possible to make the visitors feel at home. At McGill every student
who is physically capable can try out for our teams, There are
no imports whatever. e enguge in seventeen intercollegiate sports,
often with several teams in one of them, for example the senior,
intermediate,and Jjunior rootball and hockey teams, as well as three
more inter-faculty sports. Those who participate in the more strenuous
sports are also encouraged to take up easier ones in which they can
find pleasure and relaxstion in later years. Nor must the business
end of athletics be disregarded - students handle the managerial and
business ends of all sports, thus obtaining an excellent training in
modern business methods. By the way, studies are not sacrificed
on the altar of championship teams here at MeGill. The one great

necessity richt now at MeGill is a gymnasium. Ever since I first came

to college, almost seven years ago, I have read the rules regarding

the number of hours each week to be spent in physieal training in

the university's general announcement, only to find a footnote stating
that these rules have been suspended for the current session. Neverthe-
less a gym. is still hoped for among the undergradustes. We regret

there is not sufficient capitel to build the complete plant necessary,




but facilities are provided in the plans T future extensions.
Maybe by the time my young brother, now a Iresh graduates from
MeGill, he will have to adhere to the physical training rules which
have been suspended so long. I sincerely hope so.

Jell, after such a rambling talk I had better summarize
my reasons for coming to college - to learn to think for myself and
to train that thinking for law. I have received from college the
knowledge of specialists in their fields, friendships with people
from all parts of the world, recreation among people with similar
hobbies and amusements, training in publiec speaking and participation

in sports with sportsmen. I suppose the highest tribute 1 1d

pay is that if and when I have a son, there will be no hesitation

1

my mind with regard to a university education. He'll get one, and
» 2 y

get 1t at MeGill. Good night.




hank you, Mr. Carveth, and may I say I appreciate the

-

opportunity of participating in this evening's prograime of
Opinion®,
Mr. Piper has painted a very pleasi:
8ity 1life and the advantages ol a university education.
ently has no doubts on the subject. He has said that
son there will be no hesitation in his mind with regard
versity education: he will send his son to college.
It is quite natural that Mr. Piper should feel that way:
most fathers desire to send their sons to college. 1 would suggest
to Mr. Piper however, that it might be better to defer his decision
1¢ young man is ready to enter McGill. It is just possible
value of & university education has been stressed too highly,
*e Piper in particular and on this continent in general.
The obtaining of a university degree has been the ambition of thous-
ands of young men. It perhaps has been considered as an
itselfl rather than a means to an end.

To make my point clear, let us take the case of a father

who has worked hard all his life, who has been a good citizen, who

may or may not be a college graduate, and who is in the process of

educating his family. He has met with some success, but not %o

=

the extent that he had anticipated at twenty. He

but at forty-five he can contemplate certain mistakes

have made and certain opportunities that he may have

there is one thing theat he is certain ofj his son is not going

make those mistakes or miss those opportunities, not * he ean help
it. His son is going to have all the advantages that he had and

gome of those that he missed. is & g to collegee.




This may involve certain sacrifices
that he has ¢ ain parental responsibilities
vide for his m's future. Hé has taken for g
to provide for his son's future i

8y not have cons ed his son or his son's teachers at high school.
not have oecurred him that perhaps his son does not want to
to college, or that if proper vocational guidance were obtained,
it might possibly indicate that his son ought not to be sent to
Just because he has decided that he should send
and because college life appeals to the son, is no assurence
time and money required might not be spent to better advan-
in some other way.

Leaving out of consideration the ability to meet the necess-
ary entrance requirements and to pay the annual fees, I am not con-
vinced that all young men should look forward to a university edu-
cation, not unless they want to go to college and have a clear-cut

idea as to the profession or calling they intend to follow. )

After all, a profession or occupation is a calling; therefore

why not wait until the young man feels called upon to follow a definite
profession or occupation, I a :rsity education is necessary

to complete his training for that particular profession or eccupation,
if he has a keen desire to go to college and provided there are no
financial difficulties, by all means let Lim go. I should have said,
provided the financial difficulties are not insurmountable, for if =

college education is worth having, it is worth working for.




The young man who has to work to help Tinance his coll-
ere education is much more likely to appreciate the advantages to
be derived from it.

It might be interesting to note in passing that it is
perhaps more than a coinecidence that those men practising professions
or callings in whose creed the ideal of service is uppermost, phys-
icians, surgeons, teachers, scimntists and research-workers, are as
a class the most happy and contented in the puyrsuit of their life's
work, and that for the proper training for those professions or
callings a university education is a necessity.

I was particularly impressed with Mr. rij 8 opinion
of the value of a college education Jndoubtedly he has a full
appreciation of the opportunities afforded to an undergraduate at
leGill for the acquisition of learning and for cultural development.
Likewise, it is apparent that he is taking full advantage of the
opportunities afforded.
1y opinion there is a difference between learning or

education, and culture. I¢ stion might be “defined as the systematic

development and cultivation of the mind. I% begins in the nursery,

goes on at school and college and continues throughout life whether

we will or not. Culture, on the other hand, might be defined as
the improvement and refinement of the mind, morals and taste.
Learning, strictly speaking, has nothing to do with mental develop-
ment apart from the capacity to acquire and remember, and nothing
whatever to do with that moral development which is included in

education in its fullest sense. It is possible for a man to be

educated and learned and yet not cultured. Of necessit




and primary object of a college
learnin:, and more particularly ths arning which will properly
equip the stuient for his life's work. Secondly but not secondary
there i=s the cultural and social side of a colleg:
that, in my opinion, is most important. In fact,
in to0 many universities the acquisition of learning has been
unduly stressed and the value of culture overlooked. The tradition
of culture is the so0lid ground upon which a university should be
founded, and it must come as a shock to the educationalist when he
is told that universities should teach only practical subjects, and
to find that it is sometimes necessary to coerce the human mind
into theoretical studies.

McGill University is fortunate in this respect,

-

a privately endowed institution, it need suffer no dictation
regard to its curriculum.

In bringing my remarks to a close, I would like to assure
Mr. Piper, as one who will shortly be Jjoining the ran<s of the grad-
uates, that there is still room at the top, that there is no lack
of opportunity and that in business and in the professions, there
is still a great need for youns men who are prepared to accept
responsibility.
I have spollen of the advantages of & college education.
'he presumption therefore is that those who have attended a

university have had advantages denied to those who did not attend

a university. If this is so the community has a right to look to

the university and university graduates for cultural and intellectual

leadership. That leadership can only be displayed if university




esponsibilities, and take an intelligent

interest in muniecipal, provincial a; Federal
in democracy is both a privilese and a responsibilityv.
o g v

Mr. Carveth, may I thank you for your invi-

tation to take part in this programme.
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Je ¥. Cartier, BEsq.,

Manager, Radio Broadcasting Station,
La Presse,

Montreal.

Dear Mr. Cartier:-

I should have acknowledged your
letter of Wovember 9th before, but I found that,
owing t0 the engagements of Admiral Sims during
his two days' visit to the City, it would be
impoeaible for him to comply with your request to
speak a message for radio broadcasting.

The 4dmiral hes chargef me t0 express
to you his regreis.

Yours faeithfully,

Principal.







328 SHERBROOKE ST. |\

SECRETARY’'S OFFICE

MONTREAL, . April .8, .1926. . . .

Col. Bovey,
llcGill University,
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir:

At a meeting of the Students' Council held on
Saturday last we received a communication from the Radio
Club asking the Council to meet a deficit which they had
incurred, in amount $15.00. They stressed in their letter
the amount of publicity which they had given to University
concerts, football games and activities in general.

The Council voted them the required amount, but
asked me to write teo you to see if you would be willing to
meet half of this amount from the publieity funds of the
University.

Trusting that this may meet with your approval.

Yours very truly,

=

et b

Secretary.
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THE CANADIAN
RADIO LEAGUE

OBJECTS
INFORMATION
NATIONAL SUPPORT

Address of the Hon. Secy.

110 Wellington Streer, Ottawa
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J. H. Woods: (former president Can. Chambers
of Commerce).

“Under existing conditions Canadian business

lack of adequate broadca:

-an radio ad-

suffers both f1
from extensive Ameri
hich we are not able to compete.

Canada urgently requires National |'|1'--:-<1r.'|\i::il;:
System capable of covering whole Canadian
field.”

E. H. Mac r\'Il.l'll‘l F R.C.O.: | l‘c'in.-‘i;u:li, Toronto
Conservatory of Music)

‘There 1s no r|r|l1;|1 in my mind that there is
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org and lacking in financial backing,

be necessary to achieve the best

1N1Z¢

which 1
results.”



Dr. Lee DeForest:
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Judge Ira E. Robinson: (Chairman U.S. Radio Com-
mission )

[n referring to the monopoly of U.S. radio now

being formed by a single group, said:

“This group by its power and influence is so
subtle and effective as to portend the greatest
danger to the fundamentals of American republi-
can government. No greater issue presents itself
to the citizenry. A monopoly of mere property
may be bad, but a monopoly '

of the voice and the
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broadcas

Commission on Radio -asting

from Report of Royal

WHY THE LEAGUE WAS FOUNDED

The Leacue was founded in response to a wide
spread demand throughout Canada for the impros
ment of the present radio situation. The League,
f is the organized expression of people in all
parts of Canada who feel that radio broac lcasting 1s
and efficiently m--l as an inx-fu,mn*
11'| )

not being fully
for the cultivation of national public opinion, of

lic entertainment, of the « (\(lu}}'n\'.-;-- of musical and

dramatic "ler‘ that under existing conditions, with
i 1"'_"_ revemnue,

stations dependent upon limited adver
the {':11“::11:' listener is coming increasingly under
the influence of American commercial broadcasting,
to the detriment of Canadian national interests and

Canadian business.

The 1 eague ’Iku]:m '1“ "tllld ]a]'ill(‘i]alt' of the
report of the Royal Commission on Radio Broadcast-
ing—namely broadcasting as a public service—but is
not entirely in accord with all the recommendations
of that report, and has amendments to offer with
respect to financing, the establishment of the national
directorate, the selection of the provincial advisory

bodies, and local broadcasting.




OBJECTS

To advocate the operation of Canadian broad-

casting as a national public service.

To support the establishment of a Canadian
" r with the pPowers of a

functions of a public

radio broadcasting

]}]'i\':!il' <‘i|]"5|||':'.‘li:
utility.

To urge the appointment ..1: the most competent
directorate and personnel ior this company.

To encourage the organization and development
of Canadian talent for radio programmes.

To urge the consideration of local as well as pro-

vincial and national broadcasting.




RESULTS OF CANADIAN RADIO ON AN
ADVERTISING BASIS

1. Why the competitive system of privately owned
stations has failed to give Canadians high grade
Canadian radio service.

(a) Canadian owners operating for advertising
revenue cannot afford to build high power stations or
to give high grade programmes to compete with
powerful United States stations since they are limited
by the comparative smallness of their market.

There is more than five times as much broadcast-
ing power in the city of Chicago alone as there is in
the whole of Canada. Canada has only three stations
of as high power as 5000 watts—one owned by the
Government of Manitoba, one ]:_\ Gooderham and
Worts, distillers, Toronto, one by [.La Presse, Mon-
treal.

These private broadcasters are obliged to make
profitable arrangements with American advertising
chains whereby as much as 60 per cent of the pro
grammes given by them are in reality relays from
the U.S.

(b) These disadvantages are aggravated by ex-
pensive duplication of stations. Where, as in Toronto
and Vancouver, there are more stations than wave-
lengths and these wave-lengths must be shared, all
stations must nevertheless maintain full-time equip-
ment and staff for which, needless to say, the public
must ultimately pay.

(¢) If the competitive system is retained it may
involve duplication on a huge scale through the com-
petition of the two railways. The C.P.R. is planning

.1




to develop a high power system for advertising and
revenue purposes. It must be remembered that com-
petitive building will be paid for by the Canadian
public.

(d) Private radio service covers only areas pro-
fitable from an advertising point of view. Canadians
living out of the radius of large centres are deprived
of Canadian radio and countless small places have to
rely on American broadcasts almost exclusively. The
attached maps will show how only three out of five
Canadian families are served with even such Canadian
programmes as we have at present.

Canadians living in the better served centres are
under a moral obligation to the pioneers who serve on
the outskirts of our country.

(¢) The overloading of programmes with direct
advertising matter is one of the most objectionable
features of the present service.

(f) The cost to the consumer under a private
ownership system 1s too great. [t is estimated, for
example, that in the U.S. the radio consumer pays
indirectly an average of $20 per annum for his radio
services. In Great Britain under a state-owned sys-
tem the license fee of ten shillings ($2.50) covers a
year's radio entertainment of a high order and

\':U'it'l_\',

(g) Existing stations cannot provide an adequate
coast-to-coast system for relaying continental and
British programmes. British broadcasting is organ-
ized on a national basis and has achieved the highest
standard in the English-speaking world for educa-

9




ts. ;ermany, also

and other broadcas
a public service basis, has much to

of music and I-:u-'.':-__ Canada wants

make

high power service that car
available to her. At present even
cipal organization that offers a
broadcast, can only afford, on a

, to supply two hours a week.

(h) Private stations in Canada have
provide z <lu|111 e studio and research stz
sary for evolving a broadcasting technique suitable
to the educational, d
broadcasting in a country with special geographical

and other conditions.

[1S SO Nneces-

natic and musical needs of

2. Canadian national integrity and Canadian busi-
ness is being threatened by growing American con-
trol of Canadian radio. The Canadian air is becoming
as American as the theatre and motion picture.

(a) Canadian stations are depending more and
more on relay broadcasting from American radio
stations. The Gooderham and Worts, distillers, station
in Bowmanville (CKGW) with which the Toronto
Telegram is associated, and the La Presse (CKAC)
station in Montreal now have arrangements with the
N.B.C. and the Columbia chains, the American pri-
vately-owned radio interests. Under Canadian private
ownership Canadian radio will become an integral
part of the American radio field.

(h) At present four-fifths of the radios listened
to in Canada comes from American sources. Some

10




of these programmes are of excellent

defini

alwavs be desired, but

fluence I-.<'11':|!.I|"".':';.'l-|]._"\ the character and 11 tions of
the Ca ian people. Furthermore, Cai

talent is being neglected and its value mini-
= =]

1 musical

and other
mized.

(¢) The motion picture and the theatre have
largely become the monopoly of American commer-
cial enterprise and there is grave danger that this

1 entertainment,

last instrument of general culture an

iall under the control of, to some extent,

radio,

the same American corporations.

(d) Canadian business is losing tremendously
from this American domination of the Canadian

lvertisers not ]'-t'i'.'ls,‘;

advertisine field. Canad

ford high power stations are not mn a posi-

able to ¢

tion to compete.

U. S. advertisers literally dump advertising pro-
grammes through their relay stations in Canada. By
this is meant the American advertisers, having covered
their own territory, and having thus paid for the
musicians and others retained by them can cover the
Canadian territory through their relay stations in
ional programme cost.

Canada at no addit

(e) Canada has only been “allotted” six of the
ninety-six wave-lengths ay ailable for broadcasting and

two of these are almost exclusively used by stations
such as “La Presse” and Gooderham and Worts, re-
laying American programmes. Many of the best

broadcasting hours are being handed over to Ameri-
can exploiters of the Canadian advertising field.

1l




WHY A SINGLE NATIONAL SYSTEM IS
DESIRABLE

Because it depends on a limited number of wave
lengths and therefore duplication means waste and
confusion. Almost every European country has con-

centrated the right to broadcast in one national
authority.

Because of the cost. Private enterprise, even
private monopoly, cannot afford an adequate coast-
-to-coast system without linking up with American
advertising interests.

Because it is a potent instrument of national cul-
ture, entertainment, and education.

Because private enterprise is not primarily in-
terested in the development of Canadian national
ideals, taste, or education. The first aim is naturally
to sell.

Because Canada ought to have stations powerful
enough to reach every Canadian home. Thickly
populated centres now to some extent served should
consider their obligations to those who live out of
the present radio field.

Jecause Canada ought to be in a position to obtain
and relay to every part of the country the best pro-
grammes from Europe as well as from the U.S.

Because under the existing system Canadian ad-
vertisers have insufficient “coverage”, due to the
small-power of the stations.

12




Because Canadian business ought to have the

opportunity to broadcast without the huge expense
of erecting its own stations.

the develog
and its pot

can only be hastened by

que

television

for ade-

quate research.

Because the possibility of development in the
years ahead, notably in television, is too vast to be
left to the hazard of passing into the hands of private
controllers in a foreign country,




THE ROYAL COMMISSION’S PLAN

The Royal Commission was constituted “to ex

=

amine into

the broadcasting situation in the Dominion

of C: to make recommendations to the

nt as to the future administration, manage-
ment, control and financing eof.” This Commis-
1 was headed by Sir John Aird, President of the
f Commerce. Associated with him were
: Editor of the Ottawa ;
Director-General of Technical
e of Quebec, and Donald Manson,
Radio, Dominion Government (as
y) . Sir John and his Commission toured
a, the United S 1 the British

Isles, making an exhaustive study of the methods of

“Citizen”,

5, Furope

and administration in use. Their re-
port advocates a system which would combine the

radio conti

advantages of private company with those of a

are some of the main

d 1 1
public service. The following
nimous report.

features of the un

(I) Broadcasting to be placed on basis of public ser-
ions to be owned and operated by one
national company; programmes of provincial utility
to be supervised by a provincial director and advis-
ory council.

vice; stz

(II) The National Company (Canadian Radio Broad-
casting Co.) not to be a governmernt department, but
to be vested with powers of private enterprise and
functions of the public utility.

(II11) High power stations powerful enough to cover
the whole settled area to be erected, supplemented by
local stations when needed.
14




}(deral gov-

ally to main

tain proposed service can be expected

from license fees, and ).000 $1.000.000 from

mmdirect advertising

(V) That Canadian bu
to broadcast for
rates, this adver

||',':_-;[.:_l',' StS .'n!. ST

siness be given adequate time
advertising purposes at reasonable

ake the form of good-will
rammes.

(VI) That time be n a |

work, the cha

r educational

end on
the re

b "‘i.il"*

provincial auth

should be given to permit

all stations or in groups.
(VIII) That,
11rp("-_]'i]1|'» or ]l d
That political b1
ment between tl

tacks upon
ms be prohibited

e restricted

by an agree-




COMMENT

(I) Itis apparent that under a national system which
would reach every one, practically every Canadian
family would ultimately become a listener. If there-
fore the number of listening units rose to one million,
the whole cost of upkeep would be met by the license
fees. Money from advertising could then be used for
new developments.

(IT) It will be seen that this plan propeses in no
way to undermine or interfere with provincial rights
or commercial privileges.

(ITT) The element of competition has not been
eliminated. Rivalry between advertisers over the
same system can be counted .on to raise the standard
of good-will programmes,

(IV) Canadian advertisers, such as the C.N.R., the
C.P.R., and the Imperial Oil would be able to rent
time on these stations without the cost of maintain-
ing expensive equipment.

(V) The plan provides for the limitation of political
broadcasting by an arrangement mutually agreed on
by the political parties. This would mean that poli-
tical broadcasting would be limited by previous agree-
ment rather than by available funds as at present,




PRESENT BROADCASTING POWER AND COVERAGE
(For actual figures of power by cities, and coverage see Appendix)
Map 1. Shows the range of existing Canadian broadeasting stations. The
circles represent the assured normal daylight range. It will be noticed how
the larger stations are near the centres of Population, where the best advertis
ing market is found, and how whole areas of Canada are outside the range of

Canadian stations, The list of stations and their power is further evidence of
these conditions. It is also true that where there are the most Canadian
stations there are the most licensed listeners,







AREAS OF CANADA COVERED BY U.S. STATIONS

(For actual figures of power of U.S. stations covering Canada, see Appendix)
1

Map Il. Shows the range of groups of American stations in Canadian territory. It will be
noticed how the whole settled area of Canada is covered Ame stations. A comparison

\
ynstrate how much the Cana
have more broadcasting power

between map I and II, and of the power of the stations,
i least nine American cit

dian air has become American. At
than all the stations in Canada combined. The power of the American stations reaching
Canada is more than 675,000 watts. All the stations in Canada combined have less than

,000 watts.




EM

YST

S

MAP IIX

NATIOMNAL

A

COVERAGE OF




POSSIBILITIES OF A NATIONAL SYSTEM OF
RADIO OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL

(a) As an instrument of national umtv
---:‘."\-unn..h. system exchai
; mstance

4 natil

could

» programs
times with the Pra

could ‘.].I.I‘."' be aired 1 a iriendily way.

exchai

National and provincial broadcasts would be a
tremendous factor in developing a strong Canadian
consciousness in new settlers. At present it is a pre-
dominently American influence that is reaching these
immigrants.

Canadian problems could be discussed pro and
by able and informed speakers.

(b) As an instrument of |11-u11}1' and inter-

national co-operation. The Imj erial Conference and
the League of N'lliu 15 sessions could instance, be
relayed across Canada. European nations are eager
to cooperate v.':'.h Canada in this exchange of broad-
casting, Some of the operatic, dramatic and orches-
ral broadcasts from Berlin, Vienna, Prague, etc., are
the finest in the world. Canada could indeed well
become the medium for such broadcasting on the
North American continent.

: IIJI

(¢) As a way of disseminati iformation of
practical value to the Canadian f: \rmer ]mn.«n-]u-r;.-u;',
and fisherman. In Great Britain talks on agriculture
are proving a great boon to the farmer, and the work
now being carried on by several Canadian universities
has proved most useful.

19




(d) As an instrument of education. In this con-

nection the radio is being used successfully in Great
Britain to supplement the teaching especially in
schools with a small staff; 6000 English schools use
the radio courses in geography, literature, history,

languages, etc., as a regular part of their work. In
Canada the Universities of Alberta, Manitoba, McGill,
Western, Acadia, and other Universities have already
made great progress in this direction but are limited
through lack of funds and equipment. Radio can be
a tremendous benefit to remote country schools and
for extension courses.

The French language could be taught over the

radio, as is being done in England and Germany.

(e) As a way of raising the level of public enter-
tainment. If all the money used to equip stations
were pooled to avoid expensive duplication it is ob-
vious that much could be done to improve the char-
acter of musical dramatic and other entertainment.
Furthermore programmes of a distinctly Canadian
character would be possible.

This does not mean that the best foreign and
American programmes would be excluded—Rather it
would ensure that all listeners could hear them.

A national broadcasting system would imply a
national orchestra, and when television is perfected
a national theatre.

)

(f) As an asset to Canadian business. Canadian
national advertisers would have the advantage of be-
ing able to reach every prospective customer over an
entirely Canadian owned system.

20




Canadian broadcasts of a distinctive character
would be the best possible advertisement for Canada
in the U.S.

(¢) Centralization of revenue and facilities would
make possible extensive research and the steady de-
velopment of a broadcasting technique suited to
Canadian conditions.

21




RADIO LEAGUE PROPOSALS
ANG THE COMPANY

Commission advocated that a hi

50,000 watt stations together

tions of 5000 watt power

the _'.1}'||]!-'\_-\"1!. national

expenditure involved in this plan is

$3.225,000. The amount necessary to

existing owners is, sayv, $1,000,000.

ital charge on the

1 i 1 . D
national company of about $4,225,000.

The cost of maintaining this system is estimated
at $2,500,000 vearly. This, together with the annual
e on the capital expenditure of $190,125

would comprise an annual maintenance charge of

$2,690,125.
The revenue estimated by the Commission to

these upkeep costs was $900,000 from license

fees (a $3.00 license fee), and $700.000 from adver-

tising, the re der to be met by a subsidy.

were made some time ago and

several factors have changed :

(a) The cost of broadcasting equipment has gone
down ;

(b) the number of listeners has risen from approxi-
mately 300,000 to approximately 500,000;

(c) More advertising can be counted on from
national advertisers since several additional big
companies have recently realized the value of

this ‘

method of good will advertising.
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[t 1s therefore reasona ]

possibilities $1.500,000 cz

15 1ees;

21.000.000

tisers. In addit
ably less.
The Radio League,

Government'’s

ambitious e

[I. APPOINTMENT OF PERSONNEL

AND DIRECTORATE

[eague’s
el of this

iderations of

Sub-section (e) of Article
Const : i

compa

ability alone”.

[1I. LOCAL BROADCASTING

Sub-section (i): “To ensure that |

small, short-

tions be given con-

r that local needs

rance local radio broadcasting st:
sideration by the government in orde
may be met.”

IV. ALLOCATION OF WAVE LENGTHS

On the subject of allocation ot wave
sub-section (e) advocates “that Canada secure ¢
imum of 20 wave lengths of the 96 availab

broadcasting on this continent as

fair proportion
on the basis of her geographical extent.
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At present Canada has only six exclusive and
eleven shared wave lengths for her use. The reasons
for this are as follows: In 1926, American commer-
cial enterprises, through a weakness in the law re-
lating to the control of broadcasting, built hundreds
of stations and were able to demand and receive wave
lengths from the federal authorities at Washington.
Among these wave lengths were those which up till
then had been used by Canadian stations. On strong
protest from the adian authorities the American
authorities finally agreed to keep these broadcasters
from using six wave lengths and “allowed” Canada
to share eleven with them,

The Canadian authorities have in no way recog-
nized this allocation as final. In Europe the alloca-
tion of broadcasfing wave lengths is decided by
mutual agreement between the nations concerned,
but as yet no proper agreement has been reached
between the North American countries. President
Hoover suggested that the International Joint Com-
mission should discuss the question but as yet nothing
has been done.

One of the results of the lack of a proper conven-
tion is that Mexican and other North American sta-
tions are using Canadian wave lengths and interfer-
ing with the reception of Canadian programmes.- For
instance, the King’s speech opening the All India
Round Table Conference was broken into at Toronto.
Charlottetown and Regina by a 10,000 watt Mexican
station at Reynosa operating on the same wave length
(960 lx]]fJL\tItHl

In the allocation of wave lengths, area is the
main consideration rather than population since one

24




high power stations in a congested area can

or two
cover ('l.l-t'l‘li‘.'u]'\' millions of }'n.'ll]r]{_'. [f she is not to

be limited in the future, Canada needs at least twenty
wave lengths—two for each of the provinces and
two for national purposes. The Federal Radio Com-
mission of the U.S. does not take this view, however,
and in its Annual Report to Congress, 1928, says that

allocation of broadcasting channels
two coun-

the present 1s
based on the respective populations
tries” and makes the comment I
programmes of American stations give extensive
service in Canada.”

srmore, the




casting as a public service.

Alberta
*Calgary “Herald”
Edmonton “Bulletin”
Red Deer “Advoc
[.t_'l]l.‘lj'il‘i;{c- “Hezr:

Peace River “Record”
“Alberta Farmer
“U. F. A”

British Columbia
Victoria “Times”
*Vancouver “Province”
Nelson “News” : _
Vancouver “Microphone”
Vancouver “Sun”

Manitoba

Winnipeg
Manitoba “Fr

“Free Press Prairie Farmer”

Press™

New Brunswick
Moncton "'i‘r:|.||~-u1"']|!" .....
Ontario
Ottawa “Citizen”
Ottawa “Journal”
*Hamilton gopectatdf . 0
Owen Sound “Sun Times”
Fli:'l'l'i\' \1“ I.!\.['t'lll'li{'[' :m:l ']‘JI.'III.'H“
Windsor “Border Cities Star”
26

NATIONAL SUPPORT

I. Some Canadian publications favouring broad-

(Ind.
(Ind.

(Ind.

(Ind.)

..(Ind. Con.

.(Agric.

(Lib.

(Ind.

(Con.)

(Ind.

(Ind.

(Ind.)
.1|1|r|.

(Ind. Lib.)

(Ind. Lib.)

(Ind.)
1

(Ind. Con.)
I

11[, f‘ll]]_?

....... .. (Ind.)

(Ind. Lib,)
(Ind.)

~(Ind. Con.)
)




Toronto “S
Hamilton “
“Toronto “*St

Toronto “Radio News of C (
Toronto, MacLean Pub. Co., Publications
Ottawa “Le Droit”

Ottawa “Farm |
Toronto “Mail and Empire” . (Con.)
Toronto “Star Weekly”

Nova Scotia

Halifax “Chronicle” : (Lib.)
Halifax “Daily Star” : (Ind.)
Quebec

Montreal “La Patrie”
Montreal “Le Devoir”
Granby “Leader-Mail”
:i:r__JI!v‘.n';' “Le Soleil s i
Chicoutimi “Progres du Saguenay”
Quebec “L'Evenement”’

["]11!.']\:':_‘ A .1]':"".'it':t"‘]‘l']!'_‘;:".':lil]l“

Saskatchewan
Prince Albert “Herald™ .
Saskatoon “Western Producer”
Regina “Leader-Post” ; ookl
Saskatoon “Star-Phoenix”

Note: *Broadcasting station owners.

(See Page 32 for list of organizations favoring plan.
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SUMMARY OF MAPS

System A
Wer tts 5
Ce 2¢ UU sq. miles settled area 736,597 sq. miles
More than one third of all the broudcasting

power in Canada

concentrated in the Toronto
region. More than half of the broadcasting power

Is concentrated in Toronto and Montreal. - British
Columbia, with about 4 per cent of the total broad-

casting power in Canada, and the
about 5 per cent
served. The tot

Maritimes with
» are obviously not being fairly
power in British Columbia, 1320
watts, compe with 61,000 watts from American
stations and ) watts in the M i
with 238,000. Quebec can 1
with 2

Maritimes competes
American stations

s only 5,672 watts

238,000 watts power anc
power in the whole province




B G
Vancouver 800 watts
Victoria 500
Others 20

Total Power 1,320
Total Coverage 16,000 sq. miles

MANITOBA

Jo4 5,000 watts

Brandon 500
Total Power 5,500

['otal Coverage 18,000 sq. miles

NEW BRUNSWICK

Fredericton 50 wat
Moncton 500
St. John 50
Total Power 600

Total Coverage 19,200 sq

miles

MAP 1

Existing Canadian Stations

at v Re
nton 1,256 Y
Red Deer 1,000 J
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2 000 ;
\RIO QUEBEC(
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Kingston
[_.ondon 50
Ottawa 00
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1,000 watts

500
500
500
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Los Angeles
Seattle

San Francisco
Denver
Portland, Ore.

ARC.

American Coverage in Canada

MAP II

I ¥ 11 ARC
11,000 watts St. Louis, Wis.
9,000 Minneapolis
16,000 * St. Paul
16,000

9.000

IV

Minneapolis 0 tts  Cleveland
St. Paul 2000 Cincinnati
Chicago 173,000 * Buffalo
Cleveland 52,000 S ectady
Cincinnati 2k Q002 0 New York City
Detroit 7,000 Philadelphia
Pittsburg
B m
Detroit
Proposed Canadian Coverage
MAP III
No. of
Province St'ns Power

Br. Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario

"__Jlir_-fu‘t‘

Maritimes

I

l
I
1
1
9
I
1
l

50,000 watts
50,000
50,000
50.000
50,000

5.000
50.000

5,000
50,000

100

30

51,597

53,000 watts

000

2
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8.000
5 0

0.000

3,000

2.000

100

7000

(-:'L'J\'L'[."\.'\L'
70,000 sq. miles
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G

.\.I.'.‘.‘.
A. Gemmill,

Treasurer.
Professor Frank Scott
A. E. Corbett, E
Brc Cl

1

1e0rg tier, Montreal
Norman Smith, E T,
Paul Nanton, Winnip
George Smith, Toron
Miss Margaret Southam, Ottawa.
Father Henri St. Denis, Ottawa University.
Miss Charlotte Whitton, Child Welfare Cour
W. T. Straith, Victoria.

R. McQueen, Saskatoon.

Eugene L'Heureux, Chicoutimi.

E. H. Blake, Toronto.




II. Some of the Canadian organizations favour-
ing plan,
Royal Society of Canada
Association d’éducation des Canadiens-Francais de
St. Boniface.

French Canadian Association of Alberta

Universities’ Conference
Professional Institute of the Civil Service
National Council of Education

Trades and Labour Congress of Canada.
Victoria Board of Trade

Ottawa Board of Trade.

Vancouver Board of Trade

Canadian Legion of the B.E.S.I..

Canadian Congress of Labour

Native Sons of Canada.

i 5l 70 0 8

Federated Women's Institutes of Canada.
[;ii'F [rll'ifi('hl .\h.‘*:uji.‘l[in]]_

Hadassah of Canada.

Listeners Clubs and Associations of
Victoria, Vancouver, Port Arthur, Quebec,
Halifax, etc., etc.

United Farmers of Canada (Sask. Section)
United Farmers of Alta.
Independent Labour Party of Alta.

NOTE :—All provinces have given written statements
indicating their willingness to co-operate.




nterest in the Canadian Radio
[ League has been growing so

rapidly and so many inquiries
have been received with regard to
it's purposes, plans, and support
throughout Canada  that the
National Council of the League has
directed that a pamphlet giving
these facts be prepared for distribu-
tion to those interested.

Copies of this pamphlet may be
obtained on application to the

Homnorary Secretary,
Alan B. Plaunt,
110 Wellington St., Ottawa







110 Wellington St.,
Ottawa, Ontario,
December 10,1930.

Dear Sir arthur, -

I have been instructed by the National
Council of the Canadian Radio League to express
its appreciation of your promise of support.

This is to inform you that at a meeting
held on December 8th, at the Chateau Laurier,
Ottawa, a resolution was passed constituting the
Canadian Radio League., ' The resolution constitut-
ing the League and the statement accompanying it
whieh was issued to the press are enclosed herewith.

At the same meeting the National Council
and Executive Committee of the League were elected.
The list of members is attached. Neither of these
lists is complete and the honorary presidents, honorary
vice-presidents, president and vice-presidents, will
be elected at a later meeting.

The executive of the League will keep you
bl

informed and would appreciate an
quests for information.

uggestions or re-

Yours faithfully,

M}W“

Alan B.Plaunt
Honorary Secretary.

General Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal McGill University,
liontreal, Quebec.




NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE

Louis St. Laurent, President, Canadian Bar Association.

W. M. Birks, Montreal, Past President, Canadian Chamber of Commerce

Col., Hugh Osler; Winnipeg, President, Osler, Hammond & Nanton

Hon. N. W. Rowell, K.C., Toronto, President, Toronto General Trus

Dr. W. Harvey Smith, Winnipeg, President British Medical Associat

Tom Moore, Fresident Trades & Labour Congress of Canada,

Director, Canadian National Railways.

Senator Cairine Wilson, Ottawsa,

Fred N. Southam, Montreal, President, Southam Publishing Company

H.W.Wood, Calgary, President, United Farmers of Alberts,
Director, Canadian Wheat Pool

Mrs. J. A. Wilson, President, National Council of Women

General Sir Arthur Currie, Montreal, Principal McGill University,
Director, Bank of Montreal

Canon Emile Chartier, Vice-Rector, University of Montreal

Dr. R. C. Wallace, President, University of Alberta,
President, Associstion of Canadian Clubs

Lady Kingsmill, Ottawa

Col. JT.H.Woods, Calgary, Past President, Canadian Chambers of Commerse

Mrs. J.A.Stewart, Perth, Past President, Imperial Order of the
Daughters of the Empire

Dr., BEdouard Montpetit, Secretary-General, University of Montreal

Monseigneur Camille Roy, Rector, Laval University,
Paest President, Royal Society

Dr. A. H. Moore, President, University of King's College,Nova Scotis

Col. 0. M. Bigger, K.C,, Ottawa,

Dr. Stanley Mackenzie, President, Dalhousie University

Mrs. A, J. Freiman, Ottawa, President, Hadassah Organization of Canada

The Right Rev. Archbishop Matheson, former Primate of all Canada

Russell Smart, K.C., Ottawa

Dr. Walter C. Murray, President, University of Saskatchewan

Brig.-Gen. J.A.Clark, Vancouver

Dr. A. H.M®Greer, Princiral, Bishop's College, Lennoxville

Rev. E. H. Oliver, D.D., Moderator of the United Church of Canada

Dr. George M. Wrong, Toronto,

General Victor Odlum, Vancouver

Carleton W. Stanley, Montreal, McGill University,

Col, Victor Spencer, Vancouver

Rev. Father Marchand, Rector, Ottawa Tniversity

%s JTo Ladner, K.C., Vancouver

Blake Wilson, Vancouver

W, C. Woodward, Vancouver

+ o
L
2

on

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A. E. Corbett, Edmonton, Director of University Extension
Brooke Claxton, Montreal

R. K. Finlayson, Winnipeg

A. E, Grauer, Vancouver

K. A. Greene, Ottawa

Miss Violette Lafleur, Cttawa

Donald Matthews, Toronto

J. A. McIsaac, Secretary, Canadien Legion of the B.E.S,L.
Rev. D. N. McLachlan, D.D., Social Service Board, United Church
George Pelletier, Montreal

Alan Plaunt, Honorary Secretary, Ottawa

Graham Spry, Chairman, Executive Committee, Ottawea
Professor Frank Scott, Montreal

Normen Smith, Editor, U.F.A., Calgary

Paul Nenton, Winnipeg

George Smith, Toronto

Miss Mergaret Southam, Ottaweae

Father Henri St. Denis, Ottawa University

Miss Charlotte Whitton, Child Welfare Council
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Alberta

Calgary Herald Red Deer

Edmonton Bulletin Lethbridge
Peace River "Record"

B, bt

Victoria Times
Vancouver "Province" "Microphone"

Manitoba
Winnipeg "Tribune" fanitoba "Free Press"

New Brunswick

Moncton "Transcript”
Ontario

Ottawa "Citizen" Hemiltoh "Herald"
Cttawa "Journal' "Canadian Congress Journal"Ottaws
Hamilton "Spectator" Toronto "Legionary"
Owen Sound "Sun Times" Toronto "Saturday Night"
Brockville "Recorder & Times" Hamilton "Labour News"
Windsor "Border Cities Star" Bellevi!! "Ontario"
Belleville "Intelligencer" Toronto "Star"
Toronto "Radio News of Canada"

Quebec

Montreal "Gazette" Mon treal "Le Devoir"
Montreal "La Patrie" Granby "Leader-Mail"

Saskatchewan

Prince Albert "Hersld" Saskatoon "Western Producer"
Regina "Leader"

The Msclean Publishing Company Publiecations

The formation of the Canadian Radio League is due to the wide-
spead belief that the present situation of broadcasting in
Canads is unsatisfactory to Canadian listeners, and to Canadian
business interests, and that the full development of the vast
uses of radio is not possible on the present basis, or on any
glternative advertising basis, The one solution the Radio
League sees of the present radio problem, the one means towards
meking the radio & great instrument of entertcinment, education
ond national unity is the establishment of a national broad-
casting company with the powers of a private enterprise and the
functions of a public utility.

The present basis of radio broadcasting in Canada 1s the
operation of stations for advertising revenuec. This mems that
redio is prineipally an asdvertising agency, and that its
wider use for the development of national orchcstras and choirs,
for school broadcasts, for dramatic programmes, is subordinated
to advertising considerations and is dependent upon the smouni
of revenue received from advertisers.

The Canadian Radio League believes that radio brosdcasting,
while valuable for certsin limited commercisl purposes, is by no
means primarily a business. It is perhaps primarily en instru-
ment for the cultivation of public opinion, of education and
entertainment. It should make the home not merely s billboard,
but a theatre, a concert hall, a club, a public meeting, a school,
a university.
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(a) Whole sections of Canada cannot hesr

(b) Netional hook-up ] g st system, the
Canadian Nationsl Ae'= vy aff V hours of
netiongl brosdcasts s 3k

(¢) Only three out of
programmes.
B. That Amsrican stations cover the whole of Cansda.

The maps attached show the areas served by Canadian
stations end by American stations. The majority of Cunadien
stations are clustered about Toronto and Montresl snd reach but
small areas of Canada, while American ststions recch the WHOLL
of Cangda. Such a situation is manifestly unsatisfsctory.
and Montreal may or mey not be well-served, but certasinly Can da
taken as a whole, 1s vary poorly served.
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watts. There sre st
Ifrom the United State
the stations in Cansad

h ns in Canada have only sbout 33,000
le nine stations broadcasting Lnto Canada
S q of which hes more power than all

The American stations resching Canada have at lesst
700,000 watts power,

The Limited financial resources of Cznadian stations has the
following results:

(a2) That the programmes of the best quslity are few, and that
the majority of them are mixtures of advertising qnnouncements
and phonograph records.

(b) That the larger Cansdian ststions become associated with
Amsrican chains and broadcast numerous American advertiising
programes.

(c) That there are only two or three first class studios,
deSLgned for broadcasting purposes, that much of the cqulpment is
inferior and obsolete, and that there is not sufficient money
devoted to radio resenrcn.

(d) That the use of the rasdio for educetional brosdcasts is
restricted, that educational authorities cannot secure sufficient
time for educational work due to the necessity of radio stations
using as much of thelr time as pOSSlch for advertising.

The Provincial programmes organized by the province of
Quebec only occupy two hours & week. Theére are only & few school
broadcasts. Contrast this with the enormous programme of the
British Broasdcasting Coronration. Last year, 6000 schools
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The Canadlan Ra Leagt choes the sentiments expressed
Rt.Hon.arthur ] 3

"If left to private enterprise, like the magazines and the
motion pictures, radio is bound to cster to the patronage which
will be reflected in the dividends for the stockholders. Taal 1s
sound commerciaslly but it will never achieve 1lhe best educationsal
ends. Nobody who is the fatuer of 2 family like myself will
disagree with the statement that the gducational features of
redio in Csnada sre open to vast improvement."

end of Judge Irs B.Robinson, Chairmaen of the Federagl R=adio
Commission of the United States:

"No grezter issue presents itself to the citizenry. 4
monopoly of mere propertly may be bad, but a monopoly of the
voice and the expression of the people is quite =z different thing."
The Canesdisn Redio League believes that the establishment of =a
Canadian Redio Broadcasting Company would be the besi method of
ensuring the full development of the possibilities of broad-
casting.

There are only two bases for radio broadcasting: the pres-
ent basis, with the power of the stations ard the quality of the
progremmes dependent upon edvertising revenue, and the basis of
s nationzl company, with the powcrs of a private enterprise and
the functions of a public utility.

Such 2 national system would ensure:
That every Canasdian could hear Canadlisn programmes.

That a great variety of programmes could De financed to
different testes and needs.

(¢) That direct sdvertising would be eliminated but that Cansdian
rodio sdvertisers, such as the rei lwgys, the Imperial oil,etec.,
could offer sponsored programmes to a far greater number of
Conadisns and to Americens in the territory reached Dby Canadian
stations than under the present system. Thus the money for
equipment could be devoted to programmes.

(d) That the control of the radio as e instrunent faor influ-
encing public opinion would remain in Cangdian hands,

(¢) That Cansdisns who wished to hear the meny admirable American
programmes could still do so, but would not be deprived of
Canadian programmes or have small stations spoiling the reception
of American programmes.

(f£) That, as in other countries, a nsational radio gystem, with
all the revenue derived from wadcasting concentrated in one
compeny would make possible the development of Canedisn
orchestras, Canadian choirs, redio droma, =nd entertsiners. A




single nations sm would likewise have the revenue for ex-
perimenting with televisio s imultaneous programmes, sSynchroniz-
ation, and resesrch.
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The Csnadian Resdio League, by this resolution, brlnglng it into

being, sets fortn its genersl objectives. Those objeclives are

similar in principle to the recommendrt;ons of the Aird Report,

but the League differs from the Aird Report on several important
points.

First. The Canadian Radio League reserves the right to
make substantisl smendments to the financial proposals of the
report, both as to the amount of the initial cgpital expe ndltur
and the amount of amual operation and maintenance charges. The
organizers of the League have already studied aslternative
financial prOpOaalb and a committee to draft precise financial
proposals will be appointed by this meeti ng. The League, more-
over, is not yet prepared 1o say how far it opposes or supports
the sungestlon of a subsidy for the company from the Dominion
Government.,

Second. The League will study and will shortly make pro-
posals to be submitted to the government on the method of con-
stituting both the netional and prov1ncxal directorates. The
League believes that the directors of the national sgstem should
be independent of political interference, should raprchbnt the
businsss, educational, and other interests concerne d, and command
tne respect of the public, as effectively as the judiciary or
university governors.

Third. The League, by its resolution, advocates consider-
ation for local broadcasts. No mention of locgl broadcests is
made spucifically in the Aird Report ami it is felt that ample
consideration of this valuable use of radio should he given, as
for example, in the case of local sport, municipal election,
orchestras,
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g discussion in which Mrs.A.J.Freiman,
Wilson, Father St.Denis, Miss

Mr .Alen Plawnt p=rticipated, the
moved by Mrs.J.A.Wilson, seconded by
s put by the provisional chairman,
znd passed unasnimously.
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WHEREAS the present advertising basis of Canadian broadcasting does
not permit the fullest development of the radio,
AND WHEREAS Canasdian stations are greatly inferior in power and in
financial resources to the numerous high-powered American stations
covering Cansada,
AND WHEREAS whole sections of the Canadian people cannot hear
Canadian programmes,
AND WHEREAS Cenadian business interests and Cansdian listeners
suffer from too much direct advertising,
AND WHEREAS the radio tends to become a monopoly and is too vast
an instrument for the control of public opinion to be administered
irresponsibly or used meinly for advertising:

T RESOLVED THAT this meeting do hereby constitute

the Canadian Radio League to advocate:

1. The operation of radio broadcasting in Canada as a
public service;

2+ The establishment of a Canadian radio broadcasting company
with the powers of a private enterprise and the functions of

a publie utility;

3. The appointment of an independent national directorate to
administer the company, free from political and other inter-
ference;

4. The use of broadcasting to develop Canadian orchestras and
choirs, Canadian dramatic and other entertainment for school
broadcasts and adult education, for national hook-ups, the inter-
chenge of provincial broadcasts and for other national purposes;
9 The use of a national for Canadian advertisers cn a
competitive basis programmes only;

6. The relaying of selected programmes from British, American,
European and other systems by the Canadian Radio Broadcasting

Company.




CaNaDIaN RADIO LLaGUE

110 Wellington Street,
Ottawa, Ontario,
Jamary 29,1991

general =ir arthur Currie,
Principal lic@#ill University,
ljontreal, Que.

Dear Sir Arthur, -

In anticipation of the coming meeting of the National
Countil of the Canadian Radio League I have been instructed to
review the work of the League to date.

As you know, the first efforts of the organizing com-
mittee were directed towards the formation of a National Council
widely representative of Canadian business, educat ional and
national interests, and the organization of widespread press and
other national support. The revised booklet will indicate how far
this work of organization has advanced.

Strong banking, financial and business names; the
presidents of almost every university in Canada; the school
superintendents of all the provinces; and the representat ives of
many organizations of nation-wide importance are listed therein,
In addition to this the heads of the main religious bodies have
signified their approval of the League's aims. as for rewspaper
support, the League has now the backing of over fifty newspapers
with a total circulation of some two millions. Indeed the only
newspapers in strong opposition are the Toronto Telegram and La
Presse - both with profitable American broadcasting affiliations.
The National organizations which have so far indicated support of
s National Broadcasting Company are listed on Page 92 of the book-
let.

Apart from this organization work the League has, since
its opening meeting on December 8th, been carrying on an extensive
campaign both from its central office and through provincial com-
mittees which have been organized to carry on local campaigns,




L Cabinet Ministershave been interviewed and circularized
with information regurding the projects of the League; stutements
have been issued to the press from time to time; in the first week
of Jamary a delegation was formed consisting of irs.J...Wilson,
President,National Council of Women, Lady Kingsmill, Messrs.Tom bloore,
President,Trades and Labor Congress, J. a. kicIsaac, Secretary,
Canadian Legion of the B.E.S.L.; Russel Smart,K.C., K. a. Greene,
feverend Father Marchand, Graham Spry sad alan Plaunt,which waited on
the Minister of Marine on the morning of Janmry 9th. The purpose of
this delegation was, cne, to acquaint the Minister with the views of
the League, and, two, to indicate to the government the strength of
public opinion behind the project for a National Broadcasting Company.
This delegation was favorably received by the Minister, who later
announced that Canada must be protected from alien influences and that
action would be taken. It received front-page publicity in almost
every pasper in Canada and was commented on favorably by many editorial
writers.

Since that time most of the important papers have taken a
live interest in the subject. Disoussion of a radio policy has been
widespread and on January 22nd the Prime Minister announced that radio
legislation would be brought down at the coming Session.

1X. In the provinces, campaigns are now being carried on with
a view %o illustrating to the local und federal Zovernments the strength
of opinion behind & national radio system. In mos: of the provinces
members of the League's committecs are muking spseches before service
clubs, Boards of Trade, etc. esplutions are leing passed by local
organizations, e.g United Farmers of alb = The views of the local
administrations are being sounded ard an active publicity campaign
carried on. In addition, after educational wo rk has been done, can-
vasses are being made of the views of the listeners. These canvasses
have met with the most favorable resulis.




The effect of the League's work has certainly been felt
by the Government. although the Leasgue's policy, as stated to the
Miinister of Marine, has not in any way been that of forcing the
government's hand, but rather of acting with the government, the
League can reasonably claim to have made the question of a broad-
cgsting policy of such importance that immediate action becume
inevitable; to have excluded the continuance of the present system
from consideration and to have made tolerably certain that many of
the League's essential contentions be accepted, Whatever Bill is
brought down at the coming session of Parliament, it is likely to
include provision for the ¢limination of direct advertising; for a
greater measure of public control; for improved facilities for
Canadian programmes. It may also be stated with confidence based
on informstion from the most authoritative sources that the League's
representations for a National Company are be ing seriously considered
by the government.,

The opposition, however, is strong and active and it is

felt that every indication of public support of a national system
will assist the government in putting such a policy into effect.

The work of the League at the present time and up to the opening of
Parliament will be devoted, therefore, to the further organization of
support throughout Canada, to a campaign whose object will be to
focus this support, and to make the Members of Parliament aware of
it.

On behalf of the kxecutive Commit tee,

Yours sincerely,

621ak‘~,A4g/;;i;aL»hLFA,JL—-

alan B.Plaunt
Honorary Secretary.




THE CANADIAN RADIO

110 Wellington Street,
Ottawa, Ontario
February 10,1931.

General Sir Arthur Currie,

Principsl MeGill University,

Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir Arthuar,-

Mr. R. W. Asheroft, Advertising Manager of
Gooderham and Worts, Distillers, Toronto, and of the broad-
casting Btation associated with them, is writing to members
of the Canadisn Radio League in an endeavour to detach them
or“to secure letters from them which he will use in the press.

Mr.Ashcroft is the leading defender of the
present ‘broadcasting situation and his-letter should be treated

accordingly. His questions, incidentally, are misleading and
his.stagtement that listeners are opposed to a change is not
borne out by the facts.

It is also probable that other private interests
desiring to establish their own systems may write members of
the League with the object of influencing them against its
gims and work,

Yours sincerely,

(f]an“fwf{fgiw/#};i?f~4u~f~m_iif

Alan B.Plaunt
Honorsry Secretary.




110 Wellington S
OTTAWA, May 16,

rthiar
ALl LIIAXL ;

been instruc-- b3 he ve of the Radi

League to place you So mation re ng the present

b
state of the radio trOVrrq” he work of tl League.

THE ALTERUATIVES: PUBLIC CONTROL OR TWO NBIWORKS.

There are now two proposals before the public: thsat
0f a single national system as supported by the Cansdian Radio
League; and that of two competing networks under the aesgis of
the two railways. A l,rc'fl*us proposal that g single private
system be formed in which the two rzilways would partic lipate hss
been abandoned: it is believed that refussl of one or other of
the reilways to collaborate in such a scheme is the csuse of this.

Ty

The latter proposal is thec one outlined by R. W.
asheroft, advertising manager for Gooderham & Worts, distiilers
dircctur of station CKGW, in a pamphlet entitled, ”chcrﬂ”“nt Vs
Private Ownership of Laaauian Redio," and endorsed by J. Murray
Gibbon, sdvertising manager of the Cansdian Pacific Railway, ir
article in the March issue cof the Cznadian Ferum, "Redic JS a Fi
Art," This scheme would involve a re-allocation and.division of %
avallable wave~lengths between the two compsnies. The government
network, which would carry no advertising, would, =ccording to Ilir.
Gibbon, "provide the educational snd uplift programmes for which
the Ca' >dlen Radio Lesguc is crying," would be listened to L] ab
ten per cent of the listeners and would require a subsidy.
utner r&llﬂdy hctWan would carry Llrcct advertising, ”tho elim
tion of which," Mr, Gibbon states, "would deprive ao*ut half the
pupulation of what they wanl, so as to provide .intellectual solacc
for the few," and would make money.

The proposel for g single naticnal system is set ouf
by Graham Spry in the Queen's Querterly, March issue, "The Gsse foz
Neticnelized Broadcasting,” and in the Cansdian Forum of Aprilk, L1931
"The Lunqaian.jrcaucastlng Issue,"®* In these articles it is pointsc
out that it is essential for Canadz, broadcasting in competition
With American systems with revenues of some ”2F 000, 000. per year,
10 select the most econcmical system thet will uerfe the whole
Cenadizn people, keep down interest charges and overhead snd apply
the greatest possible revenue to programme purposes. It Is als.
pointed out that ths 81ngle system envisaged by the Aer Report
and the Canadian Radio League retains tﬁu element of competiticn
in programmes, though not in sfations. Over such a SysStem privets
ent"Jl"li'ri{—:es renting time for indirect advertising would be compe:ing

In this article Mr. Spry replies to Mr. Gibbon's attack on t
B.B.Cs 'The s+athcnts by Mr. Gibbon were the subject of
uiil igl inquiry by the B.B.C., which described his statemo:
a8 "a unique combination of inaccuracy and malevolence,"
Subsequently e Siat&medt was made by Sir Gecrge McLaren Brown
Buropean Gencral Manager of thc Canadisn Pacific Reilway, t
the offect that Mr. Gibbon did not write this article in his
capacity of advertising manegcr of the C.P.R.
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THE LEAGUE'S WORK AND PLANS.

Since the last meeting of the Council, the League's Worx

has proceeded along three lines. Active committees have been

ust blished in all the provinces; the Council has been strengthen
ed, notably, by the addition of strong banking andéd business surpor’
the support of several additional newspapers has besen gained, €.2.,
the Toronto Meil snd BEmpire; in this connection the League w:s re-
presented at the Canedian Daily Jbﬂqlﬂfrr Association meeting in
hIrLl and it can be ssid with confidence that the great majority
of leading newspapers are in sympathy with the League's aims.

Special mention ought to be made of the work done for
the League by Mr. Brooke Claxton, of the legal firm of McGibben,
Mitchell & Stairs& Claxton & Claxton, Montreal. Mr, Claxton
represented the League before the Supreme Court. His contribution
~Ls uCSCTlDLd by W.N. Tilley, K.C., Dominion counsel, &s "most
-iieutlwe,” snd by one of the judges as "impressive."
of the League are due to Mr. Claxton for his work on
especirlly as he acted without remuneration.

LANS.

Bsfore underteking an aggressive campaign the League mus:
of course, await the decision of the Courts cn the legel point
jurisdiction. It is not likely, therefore, thet an active C“mlﬁi
ought to be commenced before the autumn. In the meantime it is
proposed quietly to organize support emongst leading lnleLJQQLL
and crganizations thrcughout the Dominion snd to raise a subs
ial fund with which tc carry on.

| \ The executive committee would be teful if members
1%5.ngn011 would incdicete the names 01 FeOpP of influence who
might be willing t¢ essist the work of 8 Leaguc.

The League has expended the small resources which it had
ol

collected for its operation on the basis of six months existcnce,




and i 1ow urgently in necd of the sum of 33,00 £ it is &
continue its work next autumn and winter. T work to date has
been financed by incdividual subscriptiocns amounting to $1,500.
OF &hi har ird has becn cc nLrll 1ted by the
;rsonally and, indiv Ly, <thi
exXxceed any others., The money
of 14 luths rent of sn cffice
- arhy, and postage dij
entirely volun

it
sums

spending.

_greatly

a0ney can

Yours sincere

Alsn B,
E:ﬂgrnrv Se

e Baidl n
Cenadian Radio
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OTTAWA




Ty

il UG

wish to
? 1 08

i

. J

.
o

L




;tanley h handed
ne your 1 i 6% which 1 have shown

0 Artha urrie L.f rou oar 0 send

) i b " . o i - 1 A j S—
a La%ter nere 10 by siik onne Arthuy

will hand it %

Segretary to the Principal




1 Clemow Aveaue,
Ottawa, September 21,1931

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL:

1 have been instructed by the Executive Com-
mittee to prepare the following summary of the results of the
League's sctivities since my letter of May last, of the present
radio situation, and of the League's plans.

RECENY ACTIVITIES AND RESULTS

AS ocutlined in my letter of May 16th, the Leagus's
Work during the summer was to be that of gaining further support
of individuals, especislly leading business men, snd organiz-
ations representative of the Cansdien public, of strengthening
the Leusue's provincial committees, snd of seeking additional
newspsper support.

The results of this work have been satisfactory.
The backing of an additional number of outstanding business snd
other representative individuals has been Secured. Such names a3
those of Colonel John Price,Quebec; Lt.Colonel K.R.Marshall,
Toronto; A.W.Anglin,K.C.,Toronto; C.S.Macdonald,ﬁoronto;
R.0.McCulloch,Galt, have been added to the Lesgue's Council, sas
well as those of Dr.Fyfe,Principal of Quecen's University; Dr.
Klinck, Pregident U.B.C.,; Dr.Jones,President U.N.B.; Miss
Winni fred Kydd, President National Council of Women; Mrs.W.F.
Cameron, Prcsident Federated Womcu's Institutss of Canada; Dr.
W.G,.Brown, Moderator Genersl Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.

The League's canvass of all the important news-
papers reveals almost unsnimous support for its policies. Furthor-
more, the joint committee appointed last april by the Canadien
Daily Newspapers Assccizstion and the Canadian Press association to
investigate the sub jesct,is reported to be strongly in favour of
a nationgl scheme,

To sum up - the establishment of a Canadi=sn Red io
Broadcasting Company by the government is now actively supported

Seventy Five leading <sily and other newspapers.

Leaders of Women's organizations, and women's

organizations with a totsl membership of seeveeeeess683,800
Nationsal Associctions, Farm s1d Labour ;
organizations, with a membership of siate o ae b de i e s o nsBl I 5008
Sixteen University Presidents; eight Provincial
Superintendents of Education, and other educstional leaders.
The heads and other leaders of the Romen Catholic, Anglicsn,
Uni ted, Baptist and Presbyterian Churches.

Outstanding industrizlistg, bankers, insurance and trust
company heads, and other bisiness lesders.
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Another item of interest is the speech of Mr.Graham Spry,
Ch=iman of the Executive Committec, beforc the QOhic Institute on
June 8th last. The subject of Mr.Spry's ailress was "The Csnsadien
Radio Situation". This speech was reportsd by ithe Canadian Press
ant it subsequently appecred in toio in 2 number of Canacdi=an and
U. S. papers.

While in the United States Mr.Spry was able to collect a
substantial amount of informstion regsriing the ranifications of the
so-called "Radio Trust", arrasigned vefore the U.S:Federal Courts on
the chzrge that its members ™mow practicslly control a1l the radio
business and its development". It is this group that controls the
Ratio Corporation of America and its subsiciary, the National Brosad-
casting Company, wi th powerful affilistions in Csnaia.

While in the U. Si Mr.Spry obscrved wifespread disssatis-
faction voiced in such papers as the New York Times, the Christian
Science Monitor, the Atlantic Monthly, with the U.S.method of con-
Gucting broadcasting primarily as a2 sales medium,

THE PRESEET SITUATICON

Interest in broadcasting policy has lagged considerably due
to the fact that the government's promised announcement of policy
has been held up until the legsl point of jurisiiction is decided.
It is certain that the government is anxious to press the matter,and
the Quebsc Government's appeal to Privy Council will probasbly be
hearéd about the end of November. It will be rcmembered that the
Suprecme Court of Canada on July 3rd handed down s majority decision
in favour of Federal control "as a matter of urgent national
necessity”.

THE LEAGUE'S PLANS

The League's active campaign must necessarily awsit the
Gecision of the Privy Council asnd a revival of public interest in
the subject, It is thought advisable, however, from time to time, to
issue sufficient educative material to keep the quostion before ths
public, the active campaign to be designed to rouse public opinion
to the real dangers of the present situstion, =nd the need from
national, entertainment, cducational snd businces points of view of

-

& properly organized Canadian system.,

FINANCES

s The question of reising sufficient moncy to carry on the
League's activities is = most difficult one at this time. Of the
$3000 approved in M=y l=st as the minimum requirement of the Leagus
for the coming awtumn and winter, only some $490 has so far been
ralsed. 4s the League depends entirely on voluntary contributions,
it would be of the greatest assistance if those members who have not
already contributed could find it possible to do so. The Executive
Commi ttee would also appreciate any suggestions as to how

additional revenus could be secured,

On behalf of the Execcutive Committee,
Yours faithfully,

Glo . 1A "ﬂivck*#~**~’['

Honorary Secretary.




THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE

THE HONORARY SECRETARY
1 CLEMOW AVENUE OTTAWA, CANADA

e November 6,1931

General Sir Arthur Currie,;GeCeM.G.,
Chancellor,Mcuill University,
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir Arthur,-

the object of this letter is to ask
if it would be possible for you to make a financial
contribution to the operating expenses of the Radio
League.

the Radio League has been financed
entirely by subscriptions from members of its Council
and Executive Committee, and by organizations supporting
ite From these sources $2053.70 has been collected.
Up to the present $2402.24 has been expended, the
deficit having been covered by the Chairman of the
Bxecutive Committee and the Honorary Secretary.

At last May's Council meeting $3000 was
approved as the minimum necessary for the League's
work in the autumn and winter of 1931-32, Of this
amount only $500 has so far been received.

As you know, the legal question of juris-
diction will be decided by the Privy Council when the
Radio appeal is heard on December lst. Following this
judgment the Government will no doubt formulate its
radio policy, and it is therefore important that the
League be able to carry on its work effectively in order
that the opinion it represents may influence the nature
of this policy.

If you find it possible to contribute,
cheque should be made payable to the Canadian Radio
League, or to the Honorary Treasurer,idr.R.M.Gemmel,
Banager, Bank of Nova Scotia, Ottawa.

Yours faithfully,

Al os Lf/w
(A e Loey )




See especially pages 5 and 6.

To counteract the propaganda being carried

on by the interests, both Canadian and
American, anxious to retain the status quo,
we are asking you to wire in to the Chairman,

Parliamentary Committee on Radio Broadcasting,
House of Commons, Ottawa, supporting the
League's plan as the only way of ensuring
Canadian ownership, more Canadian programmes
and the operation of Canadian broadcasting

in the widest interests of the nation.

Could you also ask a few of your friends to
do likewise. The need is urgent.




Canadian Radio for Canadians

“It must be agreed that the present system of radio broadcasting
is unsatisfactory. Canadians have the right to a system of broad-
casting from Canadian sources equal in all respects to that of any
other country.”

—The Right Honourable R. B. Bennett, P.C., M.P., Prime
Minister of Canada.

THE ISSUE.

The issue is the freedom of public opinion. The issue is, shall
radio broadcasting be operated by commercial organizations for
commercial purposes, as it is at present, or will it become, in the
words of the Prime Minister “a most effective instrument in nation
building”?

Radio—an instrument of public service, or of private profit
and propaganda?

Radio—from Canadian sources for Canadians?

The broadcasting problem is more than a problem of better
entertainment. More than a problem of operating a utility. More
than a problem of private interest. It is a problem of national
moment. It is a problem of ensuring a free public opinion.

Radio is a monopoly—a broadcaster monopolizes for the time
he is broadcasting the channel he is broadcasting on. The number
of channels is limited. The radio is like the telephone. It in~
evitably becomes a monopoly. It is a monopoly in 29 countries
—a government monopoly in 21 of them.

The issue is—who shall control that monopoly? The people
of Canada? Who?

The problem calls for immediate consideration. There has
been stalemate for nearly three years. Development has been
checked, stopped. Next autumn, the nations of the world will
meet at Madrid to re-allot wave-lengths. There will be a consolida-
tion of the radio systems of the world. Millions will be spent
throughout the world to consolidate the new allotment.

Canada must have a programme before the Madrid conference.
After the Madrid Conference it may be too late.

“The amount of fodder that is the antithesis of intellectual that
comes over our radios is appalling while the selection of material for
broadcasting remains in commercial hands.”

Senator the Right Honourable Arthur Meighen, P.C. former
Prime Minister of Canada.




“This group (U.S. radio monopoly) by iis power and mfluence
is so subtle and effective as to portend the greatest danger to the
fundamental of American republican government. No greater issue
presents itself to the citizenry. A monopoly of mere property may
be bad, but a monopoly of the voice and the expression of the ',hm‘m'_{*
is quite a different thing.”

—Judge Ira Robinson, former Chairman of the U.S. Radio

Commission.

THE CONDITIONS.

Radio broadcasting in Canada today is operated on the basis
of advertising revenue, largely by private companies. What are
the results?

1. There is less than half an hour a day, average, broadcast-
ing from coast to coast.

2. There are 66 stations—of these only six are 5,000 watts
power or over. Ten American cities have more power than all
Canadian stations combined.

3. Only three out of five Canadians can hear Canadian broad-
casting regularly.

4. Only seven stations in Canada broadcast the American mini-
mum requirement of a station—twelve hours a day. Of these seven
stations, four are associated with American radio chains and broad-
cast a half or a third of American programmes. The other three
stations are 500 watts each, limited in range and for 5—8 hours
broadcast phonograph records. Not a single Canadian station,
therefore, originates more than seven hours a day of Canadian
programmes.

Of the other stations—
26 broadcast only 5-10 hours a day.
10 broadcast only 2-5 hours a day.
14 broadcast only 2 hours or less.

Of these stations, more than half of the service is phonograph
records.

Canada may claim more wave-lengths, but at the present time,
Canada is not using and is not able to use the wave-lengths she has.

5. Most Canadians listen most of the time to American sta-
tions. Canadian stations do not hold Canadian audiences.

6. Canadian coast-to-coast programmes have declined in
number,

“Under existing conditions, Canadian business suffers both
from the lack of adequate broadcasting coverage and from extensive
American advertising with which we are not able to compete.”

Col. 1. H. Woods, past president, Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce.




“The Canadian Legion believes that the Canadian public would
be better served by some form of federal ownership and operation
rather than by ownership and operation by private enterprise.”

—Canadian Legion (B.E.S.L.)

THE ESSENTIALS OF A NATIONAL SYSTEM.

There are certain primary conditions which any broadcasting
system in Canada must fulfill if it is to be, in the words of the
Prime Minister, “an effective instrument in nation building.” These
dominating necessities are:

Canadian ownership and operation.

Government regu'ation and control.

1

2

3. Greater revenue for more and better Canadian programmes.
4, Canadian coverage, clearer reception and larger stations.

5

Sponsored advertising programmes, but no direct adver-
tising.
How are these essentials to be secured?

ALTERNATIVE SYSTEMS.

1. The present system means inadequate coverage, increased
proportions of the programmes with advertising, inadequate re-
venue for Canadian programmes, too many small stations, too few
large stations. And who are entitled to channels? There are more
than 400 applicants for stations. Only a fraction of these could
get channels. If not all, who should get them? One church, but
not another, one party paper, but not another, one railway, not
another? How could there be selection?

2. Two competitive networks operated by the railways, on
the lines of competing hotels, express companies, telegraph com-

panies, ships, etc.
3. A private monopoly. Of what interests?

4, A National system, of publicly owned stations with com-
petition and private enterprise in programmes.

[ ] 5k o e ML . - I i g7 - r
There has been unanimity m one fundamental gquestion—- Can

adian listeners want Canadian broadcasting.”

—Royal Commission.




“The question of monopoly in radio communication must be
squarely met. . . . . It is inconceivable that the American people will
allow this new-born system of communication to fall exclusively into
the power of any individual group, or combination. . . . . Radio com-
munication is not to be considered as merely a business carried on for
private gain, for private advertisement, or for entertainment of the
curious. It is a public concern impressed with the public trust and
to be considered primarily from the standpoint of public interest.”
—Herbert Hoover.

FINANCE.

The fundamental problem of producing a first class Canadian
system is the problem of finance.

There are three principal methods, (1) government subsidy,
(2) advertising, and (3) a listeners license fee—for the use of a
set or of tubes.

(1) An annual government subsidy at this time is not to be
asked. Nor is it necessary. Since the Aird report times have
changed.

(2) Advertising revenue in Canada is not sufficient to fin-
ance the erection of first class stations and pay for first class
programmes. No system, based upon providing Canadian cover-
age, could be financed by advertising alone. The proof of the
pudding is in the eating. National advertising programmes have
been cut in half, and not a single Canadian station anywhere ori-
ginates more than an average of seven hours of programmes a day.

(3) The last alternative is the license fee. A three dollar
license fee from each owner of a receiving set would produce from
$1,500,000 to $2,000,000 a year, in addition to revenue from the sale
of advertising time.

A license fee of $3.00—less than a cent a day—imposes no
burden upon any government, upon any advertiser, upon any
broadcaster. It places a burden upon the person who benefits from
broadcasting—the listener.

The license fee—now $2.00 a year—if raised to $3.00 a year
would solve the revenue problem of Canadian broadcasting.

The capital expenditure required depends upon the type of
station built. Col. Steele, Director of Radio, National Research
Council and technical advisor to the Parliamentary Committee,
estimates that $2,000,000 would build a complete new high-powered
system. The Canadian Radio League—disagreeing here with
the Aird report—is not advocating an expensive system. In due
course, the League will lay before the Parliamentary Committee a
detailed scheme entailing no capital expenditure in 1932, only a
small expenditure in 1933, and will advocate that future capital ex-
penditures, as in the case of the high-powered system in Britain,
be made from revenue.

“Wherever a public service is of such a nature as to lend itself
to monopolistic control it rightfully comes within the classification
of a public utility which should be publicly owned and democrati-
cally managed and radio broadcasting is within this category.”
—Trades and Labour Congress of Canada.




“Resolved that this Assembly believes that the best interests of
Canada will be served by the adoption of a policy of national owner-
ship of radio broadcasting and would recommend that the Federal
parliament enact legislation giving effect to the recommendations of
the Aird report.”

—Passed unanimously by the Alberta legislature.

THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE.

The Canadian Radio League is a voluntary, non-commercial,
independent organization. It has no paid officers. It is the voice
of no special interest. It was organized by a group of listeners.
It has grown to embrace practically every non-commercial, inde-
pendent organization in Canada, the heads and other leaders of the
Anglican, Catholic, United, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches,
national women’s organizations with a membership of 671,000,
farmer, labour, and veterans’ organizations with a membership of
357,000, and a large body of business, industrialist, banking and
professional leaders throughout the country, presidents of 16 Can-
adian universities, newspapers and periodicals with a circulation of
2,028,668.

It has been opposed by the Canadian Pacific Railway, by the
Association of Canadian Broadcasters, by newspapers owning
stations, It has been attacked over the air. Yet, its support has
steadily grown. Today, it represents every element in Canada.

It is financed by private individuals. It is the public. It is
public opinion.

THE LEAGUE POLICY.

The Canadian Radio League supported the Dominion govern-
ment against the provinces in maintaining federal jurisdiction over
radio communications, and intervened both before the Supreme
Court at Ottawa and the Privy Council at London.

The Canadian Radio League will appear before the Special
Parliamentary Committee on Radio Broadcasting and will present
a detailed scheme for a system of broadcasting that will comply
with the essential conditions—Canadian ownership and control,
Canadian coverage, Canadian programmes.

The League will advocate:

1. The establishment of a Canadian Radio Broadcasting
Company with a directorate appointed on a basis similar to the
National Research Council, independent of political interference,
not part of the civil service, yet responsible, in the last resort, to
the people.

2. A listeners’ license fee of $3.00 to yield from $1,500,000 to
$2,000,000.

“It is the desire of the United Farmers of Canada (Saskatche-
wan section) that radio broadcasting in Canada be orgamized along
the lines recommended by the Royal Commission.”

—Statement by United Farmers of Canada (Sask.)




influence of

t of modern generations. . . . . He

“The Archbishop of Quebec is keenly alive to the
broadcasting on the mind and sf i
approves with his whole heart the object of the Canadian Radio
League which is striving to ensure the dignity and the art of this so
powerful means of reaching the people, which, unfortunately, com-
mercialism is in danger continnally of lowering. He cannot but ap-
plaud the efforts of the Canadian Radio League for the improvement
and refinement of broadcast programmes.” (Translation).

[{

—Monseigneur Villenewwve, Archbishop of Quebec.

LEAGUE POLICY (Continued)

3. The immediate establishment of a programme building
organization to increase the amount of national broadcasting and
make available Canadian programmes from coast to coast.

4. The launching of a long-term technical scheme designed to
eliminate the present chaotic conditions and to give a system of
Canadian owned and operated stations that will improve reception
and enlarge coverage.

5. Provision for low power local stations for items of local
interest.

6. A monopoly of broadcasting facilities, for reasons of econ-
omy in construction and maintenance, and efficiency in operation—

7. Competition in programmes between private companies
and the national company, between the provinces and other authori-
ties sponsoring programmes—

8. Adequate representation of and protection for the pro-
vinces and minorities.

Competition and Private Enterprise in Programmes. Public
ownership and control of stations.

“Resolved that, the National Council of Women of Canada
declare their strong support of the establishment of a Canadian
Broadcasting Company by the Dominion of Canada to own, operate
and control all broadcasting stations in the Dominion, to erect high-
powered stations that can serve the whole Canadian people, to elim-
inate direct advertising, and by the increase of a license fee to three
dollars, finance a greater number of Canadian programmes.

—National Council of Women.

“ _ ... The Imperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire
welcomes the suggestion of the Canadian Radio League in its desire
to organize public opinion in regard to the national ownership of
broadcasting as a public service. . . . . Z -

—Resolution of Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire.

“There is no doubt m my mind that there is abundant material
of a first-class quality in Canada to provide as fine radio performances
as could be wished for.”

—Ernest MacMillan, Conductor, Toronto Symphony Orchesira.



reception

—Radio League Constiti
U.S. SITUATION

«Let the American situation be described, as it concerns Canada,
in a series of statements which may be elaborated in more detail as
required.

“First, Canada, for purposes of commercial exploitation, is part of
the territory of the Radio Corporation of America, . .. .. 2
“Secondly, The Radio Corporation of America . . . . occupies a

dominant position, amounting in respect of some services, to
a monopoly. It operates directly or through subsidiaries,
trans-oceanic, ship-to-shore, broadcasting and other services.
The National Broadcasting Company, the R.C.A. Communi-
cations, the Radiomarine Corporation, The Radio-Victor Com-
pany, The Radiotron Corporation, General Motors Radio Cor-
poration, the R.C.A. Photophone, and the largest motion pic-
ture, vaudeville and other entertainment companies are sub-
sidiaries of the R.C.A. Through patents estimated to number
more than 4,000, it influences where it does not control the
radio manufacturing industry of North America.” . ...

«“Thirdly, The R.C.A. and associates have entered into traffic and
service agreements which embrace, if not in their terms, in
their effect, the Dominion of Canada, and have made certain
Canadian broadcasts impossible.”

“Fifthly, The American broadcasting chains are supported by ad-
vertising, This advartising is not only heard in Canada, but,
where there are Canadian subsidiaries, the advertising pro-
grammes originating in the United States are relayed to Cana-
dian stations. These broadcasts employ no Canadian talent.”

“Sixthly, Canadian stations in the largest centres of population are,
in some instances, owned or controlled by American interests.
Others relay a large portion of their daily program from
American sources.”

“In brief, Canada, for important commercial and communica-
tion purposes, is part of the territory of the largest American radio
communications and manufacturing group. This group in the
United States is being attacked as a monopoly, as a combination in
restraint of trade, as the propagandist voice of the so-called “power
trust” of the United States, and as a threat to American republican
government.”

—Statement of Canadian Radio League to Parliamentary Com-

mittee.

“To ensure that short-range local broadcasting stations be given
consideration by the government in order that local needs may be
met.” v '

—Radio League Constitution.
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Address all communications to—
ALAN B. PLAUNT, Honorary Secretary,
CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE,
1 CLEMOW AVE,,

OTTAWA.
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March 15, 1932.

Some International Aspects of Radio Broadcasting bearing
upon the Canadian Radio Problem.

4

It is not proposed at this time to submit in full the
system of radio broadcasting advocated by the Canadian Radlo League.
Our main position, however, may be stated in few and definite words.
We advocate

l. Canadian operation and ownership of stations.
Government reguletion and control of broadcasting.
Competition and private enterprise in programmes.
Greater revenue for more and better Canadian programmes.

Canadian coverage, clearer reception, and fewer and
larger stations.

The elimination of direet advertising sales appeals,
but the continuation of sponsored progzrammes.

The development of broasdeasting,no% only as a means
of entertainment, but as "an effective instrument
in nation building".

tection of the language and character
e of Quebec.

The fullest pro
of the Provinc

Immediate action by Parliament to ensure Canadian
interests are safeguarded at the Madrid Radiotelegraph
Conferenee in September, 1932,

The position of the Canadian Radio League 1s that so
powerful and useful an agency of communication should be used for the
broadest national purposes, that it should be owned and operated by
the people, that it should not primerily be adapted to narrow advert-
ising and propagandist purposes by irresponsible companies subject to
no popular regulakion or control.

It is not proposed on this oceasion, however, to
discuss those controversial aspects of the radio broadcasting problem,
but to sketch briefly certain considerations of an international
character which, in th=2 view of the Canadian Radio League, urgently
compel the formulation of a policy - be it private or public - by the
Government of Canada at this present sescsion of Parliament.




That the present stalecmato
indeed for four years, in Canada, must
interests. Betwee he listeners
is on this point no disagrceement.
are aggrecd that definite, clean-cut
and expected of this Committec and

This necessity is given added force asnd urgcnecy by the
international situation both in the world at large, and in North Amcrica,

The significance of the internationsl situation is this:
at Madrid thc broadcasting band will be re-allottcd and pcrhaps en-
larged betweon the different nations and continents of the world.
Competition for wvave-lcngths will be soverc. A mnation-without =
programme Will have no basis for bargaining, and once the world sit-
uation has been dealt with and it is a matter for Canada, the United
States, lexico and Cubs to agrcc upon the allotment of the broadcasting
band, if Canada has established no claims at Madrid and has formulated
no pu11cv at homs, what rizht will she have to claim more channels
when she is not, as Commander Edvwards' cvidence on March 11th abundantly
shows, using the channels she has?

The Madrid Radiotelegraph Conference will embrace the
principal broadcasting nations of the world, and more particularly
Furopean and North American nations. L6 wid 1 bersthe -£iywet dnber=
national radio conference since the Conference at Tashington, 1927,
which allotted the frequency bands to the different servieces such as
broadcasting 550 to 1500 k/cs, ship-to-shore, aeronautic, direetion-
finding, trans-oeceanic services, etc,

The Washington €Conference included rec epresentatives of the
Union Internationale de Radiophonie, which had been organized in London
in 1925 and had met and allotted the broadcasting band among different
European nations at Geneva in 1926, Brussels in 1928, and Prague,l929,

These plans werc definite improvements upon their pre-
decessors, but so rapid has bcen the growth of brosdcasting power in
Burope, that the Prague Plan is now obsole te, mutual 1nturfprbnce has
become a serious evil, and all Turopecan nations are determined and
ready to deal drastically wiih the problem at Madrid.

The proposals of importasnce which will be discussed are
these:
The increasc in thec scparation betweecn channels
from nine to cleven k/es., with the consequent
reduction in the number of channels from 106,
as at present, to 87 cechannels.,

The extension of the broadcasting band below 550
k/es. to include channcls in the "long-wave band",
that band between say 350 and 550 k/cs.

Both of thoese policies, as well as those concerning other

aspects of radio communications, if adopted by the Madrid Conference
and given the ferce of international law through a convention similar
to that of Washington in 1927, will bear direcctly upon Canadian radio
broadcasting.




At the pr >nt time Canada has no policy. There is no
authority that has now '+ 7er t0 regulate e¢ffeectively Canadian
broadcasting. There is a multiplicity of authoritices, and the
Government has not seen fit cven to include the expcnses of & delegation
to Madrid in the estimatcs of the Decpartment of Marinc.

If Canada has no programme, how can she bargain for wave-
lengths at Madrid? If we have no programme, how will we know what to
claim? And if wec makc an arbitrary claim, how will we support and
substantiate it? A nation that neither knows what it wants, nor what
it wants it for, will be in no position to hold its own with European
nations or with North American nations ardently compcting for greater
portions of the broadcasting band.

In Europe the growth of broadcasting has bcen phenomenal.
In the years which have seen not progress, but in some respects
retrogression in Canada, there has been a growth in the number and
power of stations and in the use of broadcasting. With European
nations broadcasting is no question of entertainment only, it is there
considered a question of urgent national moment; it is a major question
of national policy, as important, indeed, as thec educational system.

This growth is revealed in the table of stations and
increase in power here set forth, and taken from the British Broadeasting
Corporation Yecar Book, 1932, page 308,

Spring Spring
1926, 1931.
Plan de

Genecve.

Total number of stations (U.S.S.R.

exXeepted ) & #' w « & @& & s 119
Number of stations of the U.S5.S.R. . ?
HOEE) numbel o o » v v e 2w & W w8 ?
Total power in kW. (C.C.I.R.) =+ » o« 150
Number of stations of 20 kW. and more 35
Number of stations of 50 kW. and more 0
faximum power 1in kKWe o o ¢ o o o o o 22
Mean power per station in kW.e. . . . Lok
Separation in Ke/8¢ + o s s o o o o 10

A growth in the number of stations, in the power of
stations, in the development of national radio policy, %his is the
gross and scope of broadcasting endcavour in Europe. These, and
great plemns of future development, are to be the bases of the dis-
cussions at Madrid.

In 1927, beforc the Washington Conference, it was pointed
out in the British Broadcasting Corporation Ye¢ar Book, 1928, page 288,
that preparations should be made "in order that European broadcasters
should have their house in order and a definite policy framed on careful
expcriments snd proved by recent experience to be satisfactory, with
which to support their cleims for the necessary wave-bands at this
Confercnce", That is prociscly what should be said of this countrye.
We should have at least a plan to put our housc in order, "with which
to support our claims for the necessary wave-bands."




What will be the politiecs of the lMadrid Conference?
It would appear that it will be & contest between the United States,
on one hand, and European nations on the other. Both are fully
organized and fully prepared for the conference; both have policies
to support and to implement, if confirmed., ‘

The Unifted States, with the lion's share of the broadeast-
ing band and satisfactory positions for other services, is intlined to
stand pat and oppose any fundamental alterations in the Convention of
1927.

FEuopean countries, on the other hand, are compelled to
seek a better sllotment and an incérease in that section of the spectrum
used for broadcasting purposes.

There does Canada's interest 1lie?

Canada, under a satisfactory system, will require more
channels, How will she secure them? There are only two possible
meanst first, by securing channels now used by the United States;
second, by an enlargement of the broadcastinz band.

If Cgnada is not represented at Madrid she will not be in
a position to vote with European nations in support of the second
alternative, namely, the extension of the band. If Cansda is at
Madrid her voice and vote may be decisive and will certainly be
important. Certainly her voice may be raised to demonstrate that
all of North America is not satisfied.

And if Canada goes to Madrid, securcs eonsideration for
her views, will she not be in a stronger bargaining position when she
must negotiate with the United States for more channels?

The Madrid discussions are of essential significance for
the future of Canadian broadcasting. If Canada's interests are not
secured, then, they may suffer permanently.

At thosc discussions, unless this Committee and this
Parliaement formulate a policy for future development, Canada will have
no record of growth to report, no programme of construction to present,
no just, honest and convincing claim for further channels to make.

Such are the international and mainly European aspects
bearing upon the Canadian poliey. But more important and more urgent
is the North American situation. In the last resort, the broadcasting
band allotted at Madrid will be divided and recognized by whatever
agreement there may be between the nations of this continent. At
present there is none, but an informsal gentleman's agreement, which
has been given effect to, not by an interhationsal treaty, but in the
United States by Gemecral Ordsr Forth of the Federal Radio Commission,
and by regulations of the Department of Merine under the Radiotelegraph
Act in Canada,

What is the American situation as it beers upon the
Canadian s ituation? This 1is a complicated and delicate question
and cannot be more than bricfly answered herc. That the American
people and the American Governmznt have nothing but friendliness for




Canada, there cam bc no doubti That is not challengecd. But such
is the American system,that commercial intercsts arc comstantly
warring to improve their position. In these struggles Canadian
intercsts sometimes seriously suffer.

In discussing the American situation even here in
this brief and but suggestive manner, lst it be elearly stated that
there is no hint of unfriendliness on the part of the Canadian Radio
League, nor any attack upon the American system. We do not suggest
that the American system is good or bad; we omnly suggest that, be it
good or bad, it sometimes 1impinges upon Canadian interests, and not
elways beneficially.

Let the American situation be deserited, as it
concerns Canada, in a series of statements which may be elaborated in
more detail as required.

First, Canada, for purposes of commercial exploitation, is
part of the territory of ths Radio Corporation of
America, and by agreement with the Radio Corporation
of America, British interests have contracted not
to compete with American interests in the Domimion
of Canada.

Secondly, The Radio Corporation of America is a subsidiary
of the General Electric Company and the Westinghouse
Electric, and occupies a dominant position, amounting
in respect of some services, to a monopoly. It
operates directly or through subsidiaries, trans-
oceanic, ship-~to~shore, broadcasting and other services.
The National Broadcasting Company, the R.C.A. commun-
ications, the Radiomarine Corporation, the Radio-Victor
Company, the Radiotron Corporation, General Motors
Radio Corpoeration, the R.C.A.Photophone, and the
largest motion picture vaudeville and other enter-
tainment companies are subsidiaries of the R.C.A.
Through patents estimated to number more than 4,000,
it influences where it does not control the radio
manufacturing industry of North America. The Radio
Corporation of Amsrica was organized mnot only for
commercial purposes, tut also to challenge and to
expel the power of the British communications group
in the United States, indeed in North America.

Thirdly, The R.C.A. and associates have entered into traffic
and service agreements which embrace, if not in their
terms, in their effeet, the Dominion of Canada, and
have made ecrtain Canadian broadcasts impossible.

Fourthly, The Ameriecan radio manufacturing companies, through
royalties agreements, stotk comtrol or subsidiary
companies of various kirnds, ocecupy a predominant
position in the Canadian radio manufacturing field,
and British companies using fundamental patents heve
been exeluded from entry into Canada.




Fifthly, The American broadcasting chains are
by advertising This advertising is
heard in Cenada, but, whcre there are
subsidiaries, thc advertising progranmec

in the United Statcs arc relayed to
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Sixthly, Canadian stations in the largest centres of
population are, in some instances, owned or con-
trolled by Americen intercsts. Otherse relay a
large portion of their daily programme from American
SouUrces. This rclaying of American programmes,
welcome as it is in many instances, wecakens Canada's
claim for further channels, and, as has been rightly
pointed out by the Federal Radio Commission of the
United States, if Caneda can hear American programmes
direct, why provide Canade with channels to duplicate
those programmes?

In brief, aneda, for important commercial and
communication purposes, is part of the territory of the largest
Americen radio communications end manufacturing group. This group
in the United States is being attaoked as a monopoly, as a combination
in restraint of trade, &s the progandist voice of the se-called "power
trust” of the United States, and as a threat to American republican
goveranent ,

What, then, is Canada's position, wedged as
she is between a fiercely competitive group of European nations and a
dominent American group?

Without a programme, without a policy, how
can Canada claim her share of the air, cither at Madrid or at Washington?

The simple fact is: Camada may arbitrarily
cleim, but en the present system she cannot justify a greater share
of the broadcasting band. Canada is not using the channels she has.
There are not ten stations in Canada which are using the channels
allotted to them. We are asserting our right to channels we do not
now fully use, With whet justice may we claim further channels?

The answer rests with this Comnittee of the
House of Commons of Canada. The answer lies in the poli¢y whieh
this Committee must formulate at this segssion of Parliament.

It is the convietion of the Canadien Radio
League that Cenada should be reprosented at the Internetional Radio-
telegraph Conference at lMadrid.

It is the conviction of the Canadian Radio
League that a long-term but definite programme of hrosdcasting develop-
ment be enacted at this session of Parliament.




It is likewisec the econviction of the Canadian Radio
League that a policy of public ownership and operation of radio
broadcasting stations in Cenada will alone utterly assure Canadian
owvnership and ke possible a2 systerm which will justify Canada's clainm
for more channels.

The radio problem is no mere question of nmore or
better entertainment, of morec or less advertising. It is a question
of public opinion, of the basis of free governnment, The choice before
this €Committee is cleer; it is a choice between commerciesl interests
and the pecople's interests. It is 2 choice between the State and
the United States.




THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE

THE HONORARY SECRETARY

1 CLEMOW AVENUE OTTAWA, CANADA
OTTAWA

March 16, 1932

Dear Sir Arthur,-

There is likely in the near future to be
g determined attempt on the part of the interests opposing
a Canadian broadcasting organization, as proposed by the
Canadian Radio Leasgue, to question the support of some
of our members. It would therefore greatly strengthen
our hand if you would wire or write us confirming your
position in this matter.

With the appointment of a Parliamentary
Committee to examine the whole question of a broadcasting
policy for Cenada, the issue has reached a decisive juncture.
Within the next month the whole future of Canadian broad-
casting will be decided.

Interests favouring the status quo, both
Canadian and American, are well represented before this
Commit tee. In addition they are spending large sums of
money to confuse the League's aims and generally to
influence the Committee's decision., If the public interest
in this matter is to be adequately represented, all friendly
elements will have to continue actively to support the
League's programme.

Enclosed is the first memorandum the League
has submitted to the Committee. On page 1 our proposal
of publicly-owned stations with competition in programmss
is clearly set forth. Pages 5 and 6 contain a summary of
the effect of the United States on the Canadian situation.

Hoping to hear from you at the earliest
possible moment,

Yours sincerely,

NG Bl A

Alan B. Plaunt,
Honorary Secretary.
General Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University,
Montreal, P, Q.
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Canadian Radio for Canadians

“It must be agreed that the present system of radio broadcasting
is unsatisfactory. Canadians have the right to a system of broad-
casting from Canadian sources equal in all respects to that of any
other country.”

—The Right Honourable R. B. Bennett, P.C., M.P., Prime
Minister of Canada.

THE ISSUE.

The issue is the freedom of public opinion. The issue is, shall
radio broadcasting be operated by commercial organizations for
commercial purposes, as it is at present, or will it become, in the
words of the Prime Minister “a most effective instrument in nation
building”?

Radio—an instrument of public service, or of private profit
and propaganda?

Radio—from Canadian sources for Canadians?

The broadcasting problem is more than a problem of better
entertainment. More than a problem of operating a utility. More

than a problem of private interest. It is a problem of national
moment. It is a problem of ensuring a free public opinion.

Radio is a monopoly—a broadcaster monopolizes for the time
he is broadcasting the channel he is broadcasting on. The number
of channels is limited. The radio is like the telephome. It in-
evitably becomes a monopoly. It is a monopoly in 29 countries
—a government monopoly in 21 of them.

The issue is—who shall control that monopoly? The people
of Canada? Who?

The problem calls for immediate consideration. There has
been stalemate for nearly three years. Development has been
checked, stopped. Next autumn, the nations of the world will
meet at Madrid to re-allot wave-lengths. There will be a consolida-
tion of the radio systems of the world. Millions will be spent
throughout the world to consolidate the new allotment.

Canada must have a programme before the Madrid conference.
After the Madrid Conference it may be too late.

“The amount of fodder that is the antithesis of intellectual that
comes over our radios is appalling while the selection of material for
broadcasting remains in commercial hands.”

Senator the Right Honourable Arthur Meighen, P.C., former

Prime Minister of Canada.




“This group (U.S. radio monopoly) by its power and influence
is so subtle and effective as to portend the greatest danger to the
fundamental of American republican government. No greater issue
presents itself to the citizenry. A monopoly of mere property may
be bad, but a monopoly of the voice and the expression of the people
is quite a different thing.”

—Judge Ira Robinson, former Chairman of the U.S. Radio

Commission.

THE CONDITIONS.

Radio broadcasting in Canada today is operated on the basis
of advertising revenue, largely by private companies. What are
the results?

1. There is less than half an hour a day, average, broadcast-
ing from coast to coast.

2. There are 66 stations—of these only six are 5,000 watts
power or over., Ten American cities have more power than all
Canadian stations combined.

3. Only three out of five Canadians can hear Canadian broad-
casting regularly.

4. Only seven stations in Canada broadcast the American mini-
mum requirement of a station—twelve hours a day. Of these seven
stations, four are associated with American radio chains and broad-
cast a half or a third of American programmes, The other three
stations are 500 watts each, limited in range and for 5—8 hours
broadcast phonograph records. Not a single Canadian station,
therefore, originates more than seven hours a day of Canadian
programmes.

Of the other stations—
26 broadcast only 5-10 hours a day.
10 broadcast only 2-5 hours a day.
14 broadcast only 2 hours or less.

Of these stations, more than half of the service is phonograph
records.

Canada may claim more wave-lengths, but at the present time,
Canada is not using and is not able to use the wave-lengths she has,

5. Most Canadians listen most of the time to American sta-
tions. Canadian stations do not hold Canadian audiences.

6. Canadian coast-to-coast programmes have declined in
number.

“Under existing conditions, Conadian business suffers both
from the lack of adequate broadcasting coverage and from extensive
American advertising with which we are not able to compete.”

Col. ]. H. Woods, past president, Canadian Chamber of Com-

wmerce.




“The Canadian Legion believes that the Canadian public would
be better served by some form of federal ownership and operation
rather than by ownership and operation by private enterprise.”

—Canadian Legion (B.E.S.L.)

THE ESSENTIALS OF A NATIONAL SYSTEM.

There are certain primary conditions which any broadcasting
system in Canada must fulfill if it is to be, in the words of the
Prime Minister, “an effective instrument in nation building.” These
dominating necessities are:

1. Canadian ownership and operation.
Government regulztion and control.
Greater revenue for more and better Canadian programmes.
Canadian coverage, clearer reception and larger stations.
Sponsored advertising programmes, but no direct adver-
tising,

How are these essentials to be secured?

ALTERNATIVE SYSTEMS.

1. The present system means inadequate coverage, increased
proportions of the programmes with advertising, inadequate re-
venue for Canadian programmes, too many small stations, too few
large stations. And who are entitled to channels? There are more
than 400 applicants for stations. Only a fraction of these could
get channels. If not all, who should get them? One church, but
not another, one party paper, but not another, one railway, not
another? How could there be selection?

2. Two competitive networks operated by the railways, on
the lines of competing hotels, express companies, telegraph com-
panies, ships, etc.

3. A private monopoly. Of what interests?

4, A National system, of publicly owned stations with com-
petition and private enterprise in programmes.

“There has been unanimity in one fundamental question—Can-
adian listeners want Canadian broadcasting.”

—Royal Commission.




“The question of monopoly in radio communication must be
squarely met It is inconceivable that the American people wnll
allow this new-born system of communication to fall exclusively into
the power of any individual group, or combination. . . . . Radio com-
munication is not to be considered as merely a business carried on for
private gain, for private advertisement, or for entertainment of the
curious. It is a public concern impressed with the public trust and
to be considered primarily from the standpoint of public interest.”

—Herbert Hoover.

FINANCE.

The fundamental problem of producing a first class Canadian
system is the problem of finance.

There are three principal methods, (1) government subsidy,
(2) advertising, and (3) a listeners license fee—for the use of a
set or of tubes.

(1) An annual government subsidy at this time is not to be
asked. Nor is it necessary. Since the Aird report times have
changed.

(2) Advertising revenue in Canada is not sufficient to fin-
ance the erection of first class stations and pay for first class
programmes. No system, based upon providing Canadian cover-
age, could be financed by advertising alone. The proof of the
pudding is in the eating. National advertising programmes have
been cut in half, and not a single Canadian station anywhere ori-
ginates more than an average of seven hours of programmes a day.

(3) The last alternative is the license fee. A three dollar
license fee from each owner of a receiving set would produce from
$1,500,000 to $2,000,000 a year, in addition to revenue from the sale
of advertising time.

A license fee of $3.00—less than a cent a day—imposes no
burden upon any government, upon any advertiser, upon any
broadcaster. It places a burden upon the person who benefits from
broadcasting—the listener.

The license fee—now $2.00 a year—if raised to $3.00 a year
would solve the revenue problem of Canadian broadcasting.

The capital expenditure required depends upon the type of
station built. Col. Steele, Director of Radio, National Research
Council and technical advisor to the Parliamentary Committee,
estimates that $2,000,000 would build a complete new high-powered
system. The Canadian Radio League—disagreeing here with
the Aird report—is not advocating an expensive system. In due
course, the League will lay before the Parliamentary Committee a
detailed scheme entailing no capital expenditure in 1932, only a
small expenditure in 1933, and will advocate that future capital ex-
penditures, as in the case of the high-powered system in Britain,
be made from revenue.

“Wherever a public service is of such a nature as to lend itself
to monopolistic control it rightfully comes within the classification
of a public utility which should be publicly owned and democrati-
cally managed and radio broadcasting is within this category.”

—Trades and Labour Congress of Canada. ‘




“Resolved that this Assembly believes that the best interests of
Canada will be served by the adoption of a policy of national owner-
ship of radio broadcasting and would recommend that the Federal
parliament enact legisiation giving effect to the recommendations of
the Aird report.”

—Passed unanimously by the Alberta legislature.

THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE.

The Canadian Radio League is a voluntary, non-commercial,
independent organization. It has no paid officers. It is the voice
of no special interest. It was organized by a group of listeners.
It has grown to embrace practically every non-commercial, inde-
pendent organization in Canada, the heads and other leaders of the
Anglican, Catholic, United, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches,
national women’s organizations with a membership of 671,000,
farmer, labour, and veterans’ organizations with a membership of
357,000, and a large body of business, industrialist, banking and
professional leaders throughout the country, presidents of 16 Can-
adian universities, newspapers and periodicals with a circulation of
2,028,668.

It has been opposed by the Canadian Pacific Railway, by the
Association of Canadian Broadcasters, by newspapers owning
stations. It has been attacked over the air. Yet, its support has
steadily grown. Today, it represents every element in Canada.

It is financed by private individuals. It is the public. It is
public opinion.

THE LEAGUE POLICY.

The Canadian Radio League supported the Dominion govern-
ment against the provinces in maintaining federal jurisdiction over
radio communications, and intervened both before the Supreme
Court at Ottawa and the Privy Council at London.

The Canadian Radio League will appear before the Special
Parliamentary Committee on Radio Broadcasting and will present
a detailed scheme for a system of broadcasting that will comply
with the essential conditions—Canadian owmnership and control,
Canadian coverage, Canadian programmes.

The League will advocate:

1. The establishment of a Canadian Radio Broadcasting
Company with a directorate appointed on a basis similar to the
National Research Council, independent of political interference,
not part of the civil service, yet responsible, in the last resort, to
the people.

2. A listeners’ license fee of $3.00 to yield from $1,500,000 to
$2,000,000.

“It is the desire of the United Farmers of Canada (Saskatche-
wan section) that radio broadcasting in Canada be organized along
the lines recommended by the Royal Commission.”

—Statement by United Farmers of Canada (Sask.)




“The Archbishop of Quebec is keenly alive to the influence of
broadcasting on the mind and spirit of modern generations
approves with his whole heart the object of the Canadian Radio
League which is striving to ensure the dignity and the art of this so
powerful means of reaching the people, which, unfortunately, com-
mercialism is in danger continually of lowering. He cannot but ap-
plaud the efforts of the Canadian Radio League for the improvement
and refinement of broadcast programmes” (Translation).

—DM onseigneur Villenewve, Archbishop of Quebec.

LEAGUE POLICY (Continued)

3. The immediate establishment of a programme building
organization to increase the amount of national broadcasting and
make available Canadian programmes from coast to coast.

4. The launching of a long-term technical scheme designed to
eliminate the present chaotic conditions and to give a system of
Canadian owned and operated stations that will improve reception
and enlarge coverage.

5. Provision for low power local stations for items of local
interest. :

6. A monopoly of broadcasting facilities, for reasons of econ-
omy in construction and maintenance, and efficiency in operation—

7. Competition in programmes between private companies
and the national company, between the provinces and other authori-
ties sponsoring programmes— _

8. Adequate representation of and protection for the pro-
vinces and minorities.

Competition and Private Enterprise in Programmes. Public
ownership and control of stations.

“Resolved that, the National Council of Women of Canada
declare their strong support of the establishment of a Canadian
Broadcasting Company by the Dominion of Canada to own, operate
and control all broadcasting stations in the Dominion, to erect high-
powered stations that can serve the whole Canadian people, to elim-
inate direct advertising, and by the increase of a license fee to three
dollars, finance a greater number of Canadian programmes.

—National Council of Women.

" .. .. The Imperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire
welcomes the suggestion of the Canadian Radio League in its desire
to organize public opinion in regard to the national ownership of
broadcasting as a public service o

—Resolution of Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire.

“There is no doubt in my mind that there is abundant material
of a first-class quality in Canada to provide as fine radio performances
as could be wished for.”

—Ernest MacMillan, Conductor, Toronto Symphony Orchestra.




“The Canadian Radio League, while advocating a system which
will give Canadians the opportunity of hearing regular Canadia
programmes of a distinctive character, has no desire to blanket (
States programmes and advocates that all stations be so located with
regard to populous centres as to obviate the possibility of blanketing
reception from United States stations . . . . . 5

—Radio League Constitution.

U. S. SITUATION

“Let the American situation be described, as it concerns Canada,
in a series of statements which may be elaborated in more detail as
required.

“First, Canada, for purposes of commercial exploitation, is part of
the territory of the Radio Corporation of America,.....”
“Secondly, The Radio Corporation of America . . . . occupies a

dominant position, amounting in respect of some services, to
a monopoly. It operates directly or through subsidiaries,
trans-oceanic, ship-to-shore, broadcasting and other services.
The National Broadcasting Company, the R.C.A. Communi-
cations, the Radiomarine Corporation, The Radio-Victor Com-
pany, The Radiotron Corporation, General Motors Radio Cor-
poration, the R.C.A. Photophone, and the largest motion pic-
ture, vaudeville and other entertainment companies are sub-
sidiaries of the R.C.A. Through patents estimated to number
more than 4,000, it influences where it does not control the
radio manufacturing industry of North America.” . ...

“Thirdly, The R.C.A. and associates have entered into traffic and
service agreements which embrace, if not in their terms, in
their effect, the Dominion of Canada, and have made certain
Canadian broadcasts impossible.”

“Fifthly, The American broadcasting chains are supported by ad-
vertising, This advartising is not only heard in Canada, but,
where there are Canadian subsidiaries, the advertising pro-
grammes originating in the United States are relayed to Cana-
dian stations, These broadcasts employ no Canadian talent.”

“Sixthly, Canadian stations in the largest centres of population are,
in some instances, owned or controlled by American interests.
Others relay a large portion of their daily program from
American sources.”

“In brief, Canada, for important commercial and communica-
tion purposes, is part of the territory of the largest American radio
communications and manufacturing group. This group in the
United States is being attacked as a monopoly, as a combination in
restraint of trade, as the propagandist voice of the so-called “power
trust” of the United States, and as a threat to American republican
government.”

—Statement of Canadian Radio League to Parliamentary Com-

mittee.

“To ensure that short-range local broadcasting stations be given
consideration by the government in order that local needs may be
met.”

—Radio League Constitution.




“The policy of radiobroadcasting should depend on whether we
consider broadcasting as a business or as a medium to be used for the
benefit of the country. If it is a business, well, some control of pro-
grams, or of the activities of the stations would be sufficient, but if it
is to be used for the benefit of the country, from all points of wview, it
can hardly be a profit-making business. That is the fundamental fact
of the whole case, whether broadcasting is a business for profit-
making purposes or an instrument to be used for the benefit of the
public at large.”

—Augustin Frigon, Member, Royal Commission on Radio

Broadcasting.

Address all communications fo—

ALAN B. PLAUNT, Honorary Secretary,

CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE,
1 CLEMOW AVE.,,

OTTAWA.
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THE CANADIAN RADIO LEAGUE

THE HONORARY SECRETARY

1 CLEMOW AVENUE
OTTAWA

OTTAWA, CANADA

June 2, 1932.

General Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal - M¢Gill Upiversity,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

On Saturday last the Yational Executive
held a meeting here to discuss the future of the
League. Gratification was expressed at the success-
ful result of our work and the way in which our pro-
posals have been embodied in legislation for the new
Canadian Radio Broadcasting Commission. 1 was asked
to convey the appreciation of the meeting for the
assistance you have rendered in bringing about this
result.

1t was decided that the League has still
a useful function to perform in acting as "watchdog
and critic" of the new Commission until it is success-
fully established. We trust that you will concur

in this view and will continue your association with
the League.

Yours faithfully,

Ww

Alan B, Plaunt
Honorary Secretarye.
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Savey Hill,

R s M -
Lonaon, Lo 2,

18 Dec,

I have explained to Sir John Heith that your stay in
London thds time i3 to0 short to permit of the luncheon
meeting which I had proposed, I have added that I hope
to be able during some fufure visit to induce you to
spsre a- - luncheon for tiis meeting. My main reasomn is that
it has been impressed upon me fthat your personal influence
may be decisive in determining the future of broadcasting
in Canada, There is of course no disposition here %o
attempt to impose wupon Canada anything remetely resembling
a subsidiary B.B.C., There is, however, an earnest destre
$0 make availabls to those who may be concernsd the exper-
ience and the ideals of what I believe may be regarded
fairly as the best broadcasting system so far evolved.

Glads tone Murray
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Montreal, P.

reached the offl f ir Arthur Currie a pareel
of papers for filing, containing, among them, a letter
t0 himself from Gladstone Murray of the B.BsC, a2nd a
copy of the B,B.C, Year Book 1931,

I think it quite proper for me to let
you see this letter, as it most succinctly shows how
far Sir Arthur's interest in the Radio League has gone.
At any rate, it confirms Mr., Spry's statement to me
that Sir Arthur was intercvted in the Radlo League.

Also, I am sendins you the copy of
the Year Book, as I am sure it will interest you.
Please keep it as long as you wish: I am writing
for two more coples and 6an replace this one before

Sir Arthur returns.

Yours falthfully,

igsistant to the Prinecipal




28th January, 1931,

My dear Barrington-Ward,

Yielding to strong representstions
from Ottewa, I now ask you to consider whether
"The Times" micht offer some detached editorial
comment on the possibilities of the present
situation in Canada with regard to broadcasting.
You will recall meeting Colonel Biggar at lunch
with me. He appears to have thrown himself
wholeheartedly into the Canadian Radio League,
which has as its objective the creation in
Canada of an appropriastely modified B.B.C. As
yowr Canadian correspondent reported, Mr. Bennett
has received a deputation from the Radio League
but has maintained & non-committal attitude.
Meanwhile, I gather that certain vested interests
and some American organisations are working
strenuously to secure the defeat of the Radio League's
proposal.

Fhile no acute apprehension is entertained
on this account, it appears from cablegrams that
have been reaching me during the past few days that
& leader in "The Times", which of course would be
quoted throughout the Dominion, might have a
decisive influence at this juncture. A pronouncement
by you would help to dispel some misapprehensions that
appear to be doing harm. Por instance, it could be
made clear that neither the British Govermment nor
the B.B.C., nor for that matter any other purely
British interest, is involved. Moreover, it could be
restated that the Report of the Royal Commission, of which
Sir John Aird was chairmsn, based its recommendations
on what it regarded as the best elements of all the
chief broadcasting systems of the world, not confining
itself to the advocacy of a slavish copy of the B.B.C.




For example, the recommendations emphasized
that, while the public service character of
broadcasting must be ensured, & limited amount
of indirect advertising would have to be
admitted on financisl grounds; also, there
would have to be in organisation a good deal
of flexibility to allow for provincial feeling.

I hope I have not got this problem
out of proper perspective, but it does seem to
me that farreaching results may flow from the
decision which Ottawa is likely to take within
the next few weeks. I am sending you with thié
some pages cut from the January issue of the
American magazine, "The Atlantic Monthly".” These
contain an article on American broadcasting written
by a well known American professor. There is
not lacking other evidence that there is nearly as
much anxiety amongst thinking people in the States
as amongst those in Canada that the latter should
take the right turning, if only to make it possible
for the United States to begin afresh. Accordingly,
this problem at Ottewa has a continental as well
as & national bearing. I hope I am not being
fantastic, but I see still more in it. Properly
orgenised broadcasting in Canasda would be followed by
something similar in the other Dominions. It
would be made an important new link in the British
Commonwealth,

You will, I know, forgive this effusion,
but the representations I have had during the past
few days compel me to stress the case for a "Times"
leader. If you do decide to act on this suggestion,
and if your lesder-writer would care to discuss the
subject, I should hold myself at his disposal,

Yours sincerely,
'J}w \#;j\
R. M. Barrington-Ward, Esq.,
"The Times",
Printing House Square, E.C.4.




20th January, 1931.

My dear Murray,

I have been in council with one or two
of my colleagues on the subject of your letter.
I hardly think that it is time for editoriasl
comment on the Canadian brosdcasting situetion.
The first need seems to be to present the relevant
facts and considerations connectedly before our
readers. The Editor will then be able to decide
what comment, if any, would be helpful.

We have, therefore, written off to our
Canadian correspondent for & full article which
will f£i1l in the whole background of the gquestion.
We have passed on to him much of the information
which you have included in your letter. I thirk
that such an article may do good and I am entirely
at one with you in thinking this question of far
more than Canadien concern. We expect to have our
article quite soon.

Yours sincerely,

U G

Y




TEMPLE BAR 8400.

SAVOY HILL,

LONDON,W.C, 2.

2nd February, 19%1.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your letter of the
21st ult. I am sending you six more copies
of the current Year-Book, together with an
assortment of other literature published by
the Corporation. A good many enquiries
similar to yours are reaching me from verious
parts of Canada.

I enclose for your private information
a copy of a letter from me to Mr. Barrington
Ward, of "The Times", together with a copy of
his reply.

Yours faithfully,

Q)

Professor Carleton W. Stanley,
Assistant to the Prineipal,
McGill University,
Montreal,
Canada.







MCGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

DEPARTMENT OF EXTRA-MURAL RELATIONS

The Prineipzal,
MeGill University,
Montresal.

Dear Mr. Principal:-
In accordance with your instructions
1 beg to give you below & brief memorandum concerning the

radio situation and some of the steps which, in my opinion,
should be taken to improve it.

UNIVERSITY RESPONSIBILITY

The responsibility of the Universities on the radio question

is double.

(1) In the first place they are entitled to voice the general
opinion of educated people as to what is good for the
country from a purely cultural aspect. They are entitled
to say what educated people like to hear and what will
make for cultural progress. This does not mean that
they are only thinking of University gradustes or of
"highbrow" audiences, they are thinking just as much of
the school boy and the farmer.

In the second place

use of radio as

the purposes of what is generally called adult educa
that is, for educatio

SITUATION

The present situation will be placed before the committee Dy

many other representatives. from the University point of

view it is, in one respect, most unsatisfactory. The programmes
brougnt %0 the Canadian public are overloaded with advertising
material; the advertisers who largely exercise control have not

all demonstrated their qualification to select suitable entertaimments;




many

many
ever hear
iversity

tue Canadian f"Cliic end
advertising, are carefully
But these exceptions only
advertising programmes
& stricter supervision.

From another aspect it must be said at once that those responsible
for handling the existing system have done theéir very best to
assist all our efforts. o take only one or two instances, many
hours of free time per week have been given by Station CKAC to
educational work cerried om by McGill University, the University
of llontrezl and the National Council of Education. Station CEKGW
in Toronto hes been similarly willing to help and its msnager,
Mr. R W. Asheroft, undertook the organization of i many other
Cenadisn stations for the nstion wide Universities Broadcasts
carried on during the past winter. The wire service for this
was given by the Canzdian Pacific Telegraphs and an infinite
amount of trouble was taken by lirs E. L. Scott to snsure
satidfactory transmission.

But here there is a2 real and serious difficulty. The members
of University staffs who have been engaged in broadcasting have
either not been paid at all, or have been psaid very little, and
when not very well qualified entertainers are being paid §100
per week, the situation is obviously ridiculous.

CONTE

The Universities are not concerned with the guestion of public

or private ownershipe. This is 2 matter for individuszl opinion,
But there is no question that control of programmes must be
secured to the public, that such control should be exercised

by committees or commissions representing several shades of
opinion snd several interests, and that the Universities should

be officially represented, or that University officials or
teachers should be members of the committees or commissions.

Other members might be selected by bodies such as the Camdian
Chamber of Commerce, by the station owners (if private ownershaip
be maintained ). It is desirable, too, that different committees
or commissions sanould deal with different parts of Canada. Tot
that one Canadian is different from another, but that surroundings
and circumstances and employments differ. Another reason, and &
very important one, is that education, which is calling more &and
more on the radio for assistance, is 2 provineial concern and must,




whether prove or not, remain so, and that radio education

must be corr el 2ted with other educational efforts.

A small central commission might
general principles and to act
A1l of these commissions might
otherwise employed, though each
secretary or managers

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

The generzl principles to be followed might De discussed by &
meeting of the various commissions, of federal officials and
of the telegresph companies. There might then be decided the
proportion of sustaining programme to advertising programme
the time to be allowed in advﬂrtlplng programme for spt ul;l“
advertisement, the allocation of income from fees, the cost
and the allocation of the cost of telegraphic hook ups. In
this connection one might remark that tne larger stations at

entral points where outstanding artists and speakers are

vailable should receive a considerable share of the available

unds in order to ensure good sustaining programmes, that the
smaller stations should pay and the telegraphic companies
receive & minimum sum for this side of the work. The advertiser,
on the other hand, might well contrioute largely to Jatn

originating and receiving stations as well as to the telegraphs.

LOCAL ARRANGEMRL

Subject to these general arrangements each provincial commission
should exercise complete control over the contents of all
programmes of all kinds, including those of foreign origin

as well as over rates for local broadcasts. No new licenses
for transmitting stations should be granted, nar should &any
alterations be made in existing licenses, except on its
recommendation and the appropriate department of the Government
should, when necessary, enforce its orders. Disputes might

in the first instance be raferred to the provineial commission,
with an appeal to the federal commission.

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMUES

ach sustaining programme should have an education section controlled
by & special committee. The local committees of the National Council
of Bducation which has already done such excellent work might help
materially in this matter. The Conference of Canadizn Universities
should be asked to establish & special committee to arrange for gll
such interprovineial or nation wide broadcasts as are necessary, Or
desirable, acting as a coordinating committee for the various
educational committees to be established as sbove suggested. Local
educational committees should also make arrangements for members of
University staffs to be econached in broadecasting composition and
technique.
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April 15,

Professor Carleton W. Stanley,
McGill University,
Montreal, Canada

Dear Professor Stanley:

I enclose a letter from our
mutual friend, Major Gladstone Murray.

I shall be in Ottawa on Tuesday, May 5th
and possibly May 6th. I will telephone
you and hope very much to have the oppor-
tunity of meeting you.

Yours sincerely,




SAVOY HILL,

LONDON,W.C. 2.




BAR 8400,

SAVOY HILL,

LONDON, W.C. 2.
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WELBECK 4468 BROADCASTING HOUSE

BROADCASTS LONDON
LONDON W. 1

19th June, 19%3.

Dear Sir Arthur,
Thank you for your letter of the 7th.

I am now engaged in the final Report on the

Radio situation in Canada, and shall let you have

a copy of it as soon as it is completed.
Thank you for your good wishes, which

are heartily reciprocated.

Yours sincerely,

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,
MeGill University,
MONTREAL.




BROADCASTING HOUSE
WELBECK 4468

BROADCASTS LONDON LONDON W. 1

28th July, 1933.

Dear Sir Arthur Currie,

As promised, I now send you
' on National

Radio in

la, which has just been handed to the
ime Minister.

Yours sincerely,

Cs

reneral oir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,
K.C.B.
MeGill University,
Montreal,

3y 3
Canada.




RADIO IN CANADA™

A SURVEY.

The first ts of my mission to Canad: to test the
attitude of public opinion towards broadcasting. It was clear
that the prineiple of public service broadcasting had behind it
the goodwill of informed opinion of all parties and of most
newspapers. There were, however, misgivings and uncertainties

he Commission was being subjected to captious
criticism, on the one hand, for alleged inactivity, and, on the
other hand, for too much activity. Some of the opponents of
the principle of public service broadcasting had renewed the
campaign which had been suspended after the endorsement by
Parliament (one dissentient only) of the Radio Broadcasting
Act of 1932. The Commission itself, owing partly to the delays
necessitated by the World VWireless Conference at Madrid, had

ion or developed its policy.
Minister to

organisation and policy, to make interim recommendations on
matters of immediate urgency, and to prepare later a more
detailed survey. The Interim Report was the subject of debate
in the House of Commons on May 1llth, and resulted in the passing
of Bill No., 99 amending the Radio Broadcasting Act of 1932.
This was in no sense a comprehensive amending measure, but it
did enable the Commission to develop policy and work, for the
time being, in the right direction,

On May 24th a Memorandum of Gencral Observations was

sent to the Prime Minister, Mr. MacKenzie King, and Mr. Woodsworth

The purpose of this Memorandum was to call attention to some of
the urgent practical problems which the Commission would have
to solve, in particular the definition of executive
responsibility, provincial and regional organisation and the
attitude to private broadcasters and independent musical

bodies throughout the Dominion.




HE CONSTI

A fresh mination of conditions, opinion, and
possibilities served only to confirm the view that Canada had
acted wisely in accepting the principle of public service
broadcasting. In the application of the principle it .was
obviously desirable to maintain that general agreement
political parties which had happily characterised the debate
on the Bill of 1932, This unfortunately has not been the

variety of reasons, with some of which I have no concern
1 ©propose, therefore, to e e situation de novo, in an
attempt to suggest remedial measures which should not only
implement the widespread desire of the Canadian people for
effective broadcasting service, but also establish for that
service general political support.

The constitutional issue might be defined thus:- The
retention of adegquate public control without prejudice to the
working efficiency of the Experience elsew
proved the folly of trying to make broadcasting
Department of State. The arguments against this are as decisive as
are the arguments against leaving broadcasting entirely in the
hands of private commercial interests., Broadcasting, although
natural public utility, is fundamentally different in its
character and functions from a normal Department of Government.

It is primarily a business, and its successful administration

depends on the recognition of this fact. Accordingly,

constitutional safeguards must be reconciled with a large degree

of freedom,

The B.B.C., was created in 1922 by a group of leading
Radio Manufacturers, who were licensed by the Postmaster General
to conduct broadcasting in Great Britain. The Radio Manufacturers
concerned found the initial capital required, the dividend on
which was limited to 73%, it being understood that if and when

the Licence expired, the original capital would be returnable




there would be no
be operated out of e p seds oF
to be no sale of programme time.

Postmaster General had wide powers of interference and

regulation, these were not exercised in practice. Thus, public

service broadcasting in Britain was introduced at the initiatlve

of private enterprise; where in Canada the initiative has
method, owing

to widely differing conditions and circumsta

that public service broadcasting is capable of doing at least as

much for Canada as it has done for the United Kingdom.

a current fallacy that the division of Canada between French and

English speaking populations makes public service broadcasting

undesirable, if not impossible, It appears to me that the

opposite is true. well conducted national broadcasting 1n

Ccanada not only will be enriched by the varied programme

material found in the different parts of the Dominion, but also

will provide a new means of eliminating prejudice and

re-enforcing common citizenship.

The distinctive administrative machine of the B.B.C.,
has become the model not only for many public utilities and
other semi-public bodies throughout the world, but also for some
commercial concerns. The organisation, as worked out by the
first B.B.C., was reviewed by two Parliamentary Comnmittees, th
first under Sir Frederick Sykes in 1923, and the second under
Lord Crawford and Balcarres in 1925. The Sykes Committee fully

approved of the policies and the system of Management which were

being evolved, and recommended the continuance of the Licence 10O

the end of 1926. The findings of Lord Crawford's Committee

were equally favourable. It was felt, however, that the broad-
casting service had become so important to the life of the nation
that the best way to safeguard its unigue administrative system

was to establish a public Corporation to replace the Company.




going concern, and a
the Roard of Directors of the Company.
by the King in Council, for a period of ten

years, he advice » ¥inisters and with the general support
of political parties. sre was an attendant Licence from the
Postmaster General dealing particularly with technical
such as the allotment of wavelengths. The Roard of Governors
is appointed on disinterested and non-party lines. The Board
has wide powers, but in continuing the tradition established by
the Board of the Company, it acts as trustee for the public
interest, dealing with matters of major policy. The remote
control of the state exists through Parliament. Bxecutive
functions are carried out on normal business lines,.

That a limited licence is granted; that the Postmaster
General retains the regulation of waveleng hs an e collection
of licence revenue; 1is
of Commons on matters of major policy;
responsible that the terms of the Charter and Licence are
observed, are further constitutional safeguards. There is an
independent Audit of Accounts, the Financial Statement being
presented as part of the Annual Report to Parliament in the form

of a White Paper, Although no portion of licence revenue can

be rightly considered as general taxation, public funds benefit

progressively from the growing revenues Of the B.B.C. Details
of the work of broadcasting are not discussed in Parliament,
which of course retains the right of reviewlng broad matters of
policy which may be raised from time to time in connection with
broadcasting. gtaff appointments to the BR.B.C., are made in
the normal way of business and have nothing to do with the Civid
Service. Thus, while the interests of the State are duly
safeguarded by various expedients, broadcasting 1s given the

latitude it requires not only for efficient working, but also for
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keeping it clear of party political influence.
has been careful to emphasise that Cana.lan broad-
es, availing
tself of the best experience of the res he world, yet being
distinguished as essentially Canadia T1 es not follow,
therefore, tha e constitution of Canadian broadcasting should
be a copy of any other constitution. It is submitted, however,
that whatever form its constitution may ultimately take, Canadian
broadcasting, to be successful, must embody the reconciliation of
remote State control with independent business management.
Before Bill 99 became law, residual responsibility for the
appointment of the staff of the Commisslon re sted
service Commission; its income, as part of the Consolidated
Fund, had to be voted by Parliament in the same way as the
Estimates of any other Department; jetails of its work were
subject to discussion in Parlisment; no P of development
could be undertaken without the express approva f Parliament.,
since the acceptance of Bill 99 the Commission may appoint its
own officers, relying on the Civil Service Commission only for
clerical staff; its revenue is no longer regarded as part of the

Consolidated Fund; schemes of development may be undertaken with

the approval of the Governor General in Council; and, at least

for the time being, details of its work are not to be discussed
in Parliament.

The first two sentences of paragraph one of the
Explanatory Notes accompanying Bill 99 read &as follows: -
Canadian Radio Broadcasting Commission 1is an independent body
appointed by Parliament to control and regulate all broadcasting
in Canada. Tt is essential that the Commission should have
wide powers with regard to the selection of suitable employees
for this work". So far so good. But the main constitutional
problem is still to be solved. This could be done in a way
which would give Canadian broadcasting & definite advantage

over British Broadcasting. In Great Britain the distinction




en general legislative functions of
the particular administrative functio
2stablished de facto btut not de jure.
distinction de jure as well then there

yvet exist in

the view that if not actually, then
instrument of
! impr ion i 't dispelled the
gain either the support or the independence
success of the work. Moreover, there will
appointments to 1€ nmissi eing reg: ced as a legitimate
part of political patronage ase appointments might
be changed with each change of Administration. Incidentally,
as slready recommended in the Memorandum of General
Observations, the term "Commission'" is an unfortunate one
connection with broadcasting, and should be substituted by
"Company' or "Corporation', a cing a much more appropriate

description for the Canadian National Broadcasting Authority.

THE ORGANISATION PROBLEM.

If the constitutional problem is solved in the way

suggested above, the task of Organisatioy/is considerably

simplified. The Commissioners, acting as trustees in the

public interest, concerning themselves mainly with matters of

policy, free from executive responsibility, would be able to

inform public opinion in all parts of Canada. This could be

brought about either by regulation or perhaps by clearly

defined internal arrangements in either case formalised. Under

e present system preoccupation with executive work at Cttawa

so far prevented the Commissioners from travelling to
extent., This was the cause of dissatisfaction in Western

where the Commission was already suspect of being




purely REastern i its outlook. And, as it is Western Canada
which stands gain most from public service broadczsting it is
correspondingly important to give no occasion there for:a
feeling of neglect.

It is laid down in the Radio Broadcasting act that the
Headquarters - the Comnmission shs be at Ottawa, and that
Branch Offices may be established elsewhere, ExXperience may
prove that it may be desirable for the Headquarters to be
elsewhere,. The Executive organisati shou be simple and
capable of expansion on an agreed framework as circumstances
permit and requirements justify. There shou e a Chief
Executive, preferably described as General }anager or
Director General, responsible to the Commission for
working of the service throughout the Dominion.

Executive should be demonstrably free from politice
association. He should have an Assistant General Manager,
senior to the rest of the staff, Pivotal offices would be
Chief Engineer, Chief Accountant, Public Relations Director,
Sponsored Programme Director, Talks Director, Secretary and
Assistant 8Secretary. The Station Relations Department would
handle imperial and international broadcasting. Subordinate
and clerical staff could be secured as require the latter
from the Civil Service Commission, whose resources and experience
should be utilised also in the selection of other staff. Due
proportion of the staff should be bi-lingual.

The selection of staff of all grades is, of course, a
matter of paramount importance, all the more so since the
responsibility except for clerks and stenographers, rests

entirely with the Commission. It seems to me & wise procedure

to advertise posts publicly, and to have the candidates who

reach the short list interviewed by an Appointments Committee,
one of whom should be a Commissioner s the Chief Executive,

and one the head of the Department concerned It should be

kept in mind that broadcasting requires wide educational




equipment, comprehensi
sense of devation.

intments

3sistant Commissioners, one
to organise and to act
Advisory Committees and y-operate with private Stations.
small
regional organisation might not be
Dominion might be divided into the following Zones or Regions:

Maritime Provinces (Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick, and

Scotia), Quebec, Ontario, the Prairie Provinces (Manitoba,

Saskatchewan, and Alberta), and British Columbia. This
five Regions instead of nine. Bach Province, of course, would
have its Assistant Commissioner to protect purely local interests.
In the Maritime Provinces and in the Prairie Provinces the three
Assistant Commissioners might constitute a Committee for the
purpose of co-operation, in addition to dealing with their own
Provincial Committees. Naturally, Provincie ryinion would be
consulted, and if there
two suggested combinations hen nine Regions might have to be
set up.

There should be paid Regional Dire . working

administratively to the general Manager at headquarters but




Commissioners. The
after programmes for their
Regional Director's staff should
Accountant, under his discipline but working to the
at Ottawa; also an Fngineer-in-Charge working
similarly to the Chief Engineer at Cttawa. Public Relations
and other specialist services would be carried by the Director,

at least at first.

of a broadcasting service, Advisory
of special importance, If they are wisely

selected not only will their advice and help be valued, but
they will become aware of the difficulties and possibilities
of broadcasting, and will form a valuable nucleus for
influencing public opinion in the right direction. There
should be Central Advisory Committees for Music, for Talks,
(including Education), for Religion, and for the €SS, If the
political parties could be induced to nominate a representative
Advisory Committee on political broadcasting, this also would

be advantageous. Advisory Committees should not meet more

frequently than once a quarter. The number and character of

local Committees would be determined by requirements, as
assessed by the Assistant Commissioners, and the Regional
Directors in consultatioh with the General Manager. It is
suggested that in each region there should be a Committee

consisting of a representative of each of the spproved private

Stations.

PROGRAMMES

The Commission, in the next year or so, would be well
advised not to originate many chain programmes, being careful
that those so originated under it auspices are of exceptional

quality and variety. Programmes which private Stations could
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originate more economically than the Commission and which are
eligible for chain relay, should be sponsored by the Commission.
Special care should be taken to make sure that Dominion-wide
broadcasts are of real general interest.

Private Stations operating under the Rules and
Regulations of the Commission should be encouraged to develop
auxiliary programme services, financed by advertisers.
auxiliary programmes should comply with the general standards
laid down by the Commission.

The Commission has already been invited to provide
characteristic Canadian programmes for relay. in the United
States. The B.B.C. hopes also that by Dominion Day 1€

will be possible to relay a good Canadian programrne in the

United Kingdom and throughout the Empire It is important

that Canadian programmes relayed abroad should be worthy of
the Dominion, both in artistic standards and in organisation.
Accordingly no such relaying should be attempted until the
executive Division of the Commission is organised, and

programme building is well developed.

ENGINEERING.

One of the main reasons in support of public service
broadcasting is that it should provide effective coverage for
areas which would be neglected under a private commercial system.
This is of course particularly important in the West of Canada,
where the comparatively small population is scattered over an
enormous ares. The Commission is therefore rightly addressing
itself to a modest plan of construction, beginning in the
Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. It is suggested that
there should be full local consultation before the plans and
sites of prospective new stations are recommended for approval
by the Governor General in Council. It is desirable, if
possible, to secure the agreement of private Stations, and

avoid duplication. The cost of land lines for chain
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broadcasting threatens to be a heavy financial burden.
suggested that in the beginning there should be only
provisional short term arrangements with the
companies.
determination of a permanent solution of this problem.
Ultimately the Commission may own and operate 1its land lines.
Meanwhile, an attempt should be made to negotiate special
terms in return for contract, as, for example, cost plus small
profit, figures being produced.

During the past four years private Stations have

-

suffered a good deal from a sense insecurity and

of
uncertainty about their future, It is important for the

Commission to give every encouragement and help to those
private Stations whose continued opération is approved.
Rules and Regulations already issued prescribe standards for
technical equipment. While deficiencies of equipment
be repaired and improvements be made continuously, the
Commission, bearing in mind the difficulties of the private
Stations, should give reasonable latitude for the carrying

of its Rules and Regulations. If the private Stations

consulted in the manner suggested their control

regulation should not involve friction and their goodwill
should be a valuable asset, Now that the Commission has
five outlets of its own, and a prospective sixth, further
acquisition should not be made without a careful survey of
the actual and potential auxiliary services which approved
private Stations can provide, at least until more money is
available for capital expenditure.
FINANCE

Since the passage of Bill 99 it seems to be recognised

that licence revenue is not part of general taxation; that
when the listener pays his two dollars he is subscribing

1

for a service to which he is entitled. Also, the
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Commission has authority to dispose of its revenue for all
purposes tXcept new construction and the leasing of Stations,
proposals of this kind being subject to approval by the Governor
General in Councili The estimated net annual sum accruing to
the Commission from licence revenue is now of the order of a
million dollars, )¢ plans which have alrcady been framed for
more vigorous enforcement and more thorough collection should be
applied without delay.

ions of collecting licence revenuc and dealing
with interference problems, although of importance to broad-
casting, are better left to another authority. A Broadcasting
service under the most favourable conditions provides an
exacting task calling for concentrated undivided attention.
There should be, of course, close cotoperation and confidence

as between the broadeasting-authoerity.and-the authority charged

with the collection of licence revenue and the elimination of

interference.

Having considered and determined the cost of
organisation, central and regional, programme, engineering and
land line costs for current commitments, the Commission should
work out a kind of Five Years Plan of modest capital development.
It will be possible then to estimate the amount of money which
must be derived from the sale of sponsored programmes. The
Commission has authority under the Act to define the proportion
of authorised advertising which, without the permission of the
Commission, may not excecd 5% of any programme period. The
Commission has ruled this 5% as referring only to direct
advertisements, and has indicated that another 57 of programme
time may be occupied by indirect advertisements. The policy,
of course, is to limit the amount of permitted advertising to
the financial requirements of the Commission and of the private
Stations. In order, however, to provide a sufficient number

of advertisers to bring in the necessary auxiliary revcnue,
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some latitude should be allowed in the building of sponsored
programmes, it being understood of course that undue or
offensive advertisements are always excluded. The Sponsored
Programme Director at Headquarters would be responsible not
only for the control and regulation of advertisements in
programmes, but also for the development of these programmes in
accordance with reguirements.

A budget for current and capital expenditure having
been determined on a progressive plan over a number of years,
the day to day financial control should be carefully defined.

It is unwise to earmark definite sums for the uncontrolled
expenditure of departments for specified periods. There should
be continuous functional financial supervision. In other words
the details of all considerable expenditure should be Jjustified
in advance to the Chief Accountant, or his local Trepresentative,

without holding up the work.

PUBLIC RELATIONS.

In its formative period Canadian broadcasting is bound
to encounter numerous difficulties of all kinds. Provinces
will be jealous of their rights; The West will be alert to
Eastern bias; Ontario will be vigilant against the undue
influence of Quebec; French Canada will be anxious to avoid
the submergence of its language; the Maritime Provinces,
Prairie Provinces and British Columbia likewise will be

watchful of their rights and interests. It will not be

enough to create an efficient service. Public opinion must

be informed constantly and intelligently. A good deal of the
misunderstanding and confusion which followed the publication
of the first set of Rules and Regulations of the Commission
could have been avoided if there had been the opportunity and
the facilities for the careful preparation of public opinion

in advance, The Commission can hardly be blamed,




circumstances
should be
should be
publication possible throughout the
ress should be constantly fed with app
information,
those writers
should be taken to keep Members
broadcasting. Likewise, attention should be
such
Manufacturers, anisations of private
Education Societies, and so on. There is i is direction a
potential field of auxiliary goodwill of possibly decisive
importance. Correspondence with the public should be under-
taken by another section of this Department. Letters from
listeners should be inveriably acknowledged;
criticism and comme 10 e dealt with sympathetically
and courteously, and a précis of comment circulated to those
concerned with the programmes. Opportunities for supplementary

publicity, as are provided by Exhibitions, should not

be neglected.

STATION RELATIONS.

-

Station relations will provide full time work for a

competent officer at Headquarters. First of all there is the

business of dealing with Station relations in Canada, keeping
an effective liaison both within and without the Commission's
chain. Secondly, there are the details of relations with
American broadcasting, the co-operation of which is 80
important to the future of the Canadian system. Then there
is the equally important field of Empire broadcasting.
Constructive cc-opecration with the B.B.C., in its short-wave

Empire Service and the use of appropriately selected recorded
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broadcasters, and in due course, with thce Union Internationale

constituent of broadcasting, will require
most attention, and a competent Canadian Music Director should
be appointed. But the creation of a new central Symphor
Orchestra, possibly desirable l1lst=r, should not be underitaken
the first few years. There are in existence in Canada a
nunmber of competent symphony orchestras capable of providing

worthy programmes. As already recommended, working agreements
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should be made with those orchestras of the requisite standing.
It is better, both for the orchestras and for broadcasting, to
arrange a contribution for a period, subject to annual

ather than to pay orchestras for individual performance
The subsidy method should prove more economical, should enable
programme plans to be laid we in advance,
the organisers of the orchestras in arranging their annual
budgets. The chief function of the Music Dircctor of the
Commission will be to determine the quality of orchestras
the musical talent gencrally. Plans of th¢ Commission in
music should envisage a steady development of public taste.

Symphony, Chamber Musit and Operatic transmissione should be

planned in progressive series, both locally and nationally.

Due attention should be given to the right proportion offercd
and light music. g0 fa he Commission has rightly

concerned itself mainly with symphony music, but, as the

organisation develops, orchestral and dance music of all

should likewise be encouraged under the auspices of the

Commission. Ctherwise the Commission will become unpopular with

those who do not carec for sympho s i A suggestion has




been made that the Commission should omit

grounds that an adequate service of this i
the United States. With this I disegree.,
Canada several excellent dance bands which

broadcast under the auspices of the

extensive production should be undertaken
in the ear. stages To begin with there should
of what has been done in this direction ]
the 1s taken over, as well as y private Station
The remarkable suc 3 € " amateur dramatic Festivals in Canada
indicates a rich field of potential talent of an original
nature. This should be carefully explored. Afterwards it
will be possible to determine the nature and

organisation required ror radio drama;

Canadian listeners have become accustomed to Vaudeville,
variety, and other light entertainment as provided by the
American chains, and it would be unwise suddenly to deprive

them of unobjectionable popular features of this kind without

providing an adequate substitute. There should be a survey

of existing talent and an examination of what has been and
is being done by existing Canadian Stations. The Executive
should plan to produce occasional first class light enter-
tainments, but there is no need, for this purpose, to set up
a department separate from Dramatic Production.

Now that, for the purposes of specialist definition,
one departs from the entertainment side, it does not mean
that entertainment should be neglected. On the contrary, the
inculcation of cultural values and of all that is needed in
good citizenship, in which broadcasting may be so potent a

factor, depends largely on the acceptability of the spoken




erms of entertainment.
educational messages

of accep € personality and good technique

Religion
religious problem in Canada is one of peculiar
will require comprehensive and tactful treatment.
is suggested that the best method of approach is to enlist

he co-operation of all the main religious bodies. [he
limit of consultation will have to be determined arbitrarily,
as it would be unworkable to include numerous minor religious
bodies. But if the leading religious organisations could
be induced to co-operate, they should be invited to send
their duly accredited representatives to central and regional
Religious Advisory Committees. These Committees then would
be asked to recommend the distribution of available "time"
amongst themselves, to nominate competent broadcasting
preachers, and to determine the sequence of religious services.
If an arrangement of this kind succeeds, then the broadcasting
of religious services would be conducted with the minimum of
friction. It has been suggested that the Commission might
endeavour to evolve form of religious service which would
have a wide general appesl and would be of non-denominational
character. This, one submits, should be left over for a later
consideration. It would be better at first to secure a
measure of agreement among the important religious bodies and
then to broadcast typical denominational services according to
the arrangements. Censorship would be confined to eliminating
statements or suggestions calculated to offend any considerable

body of religious opinion.

(E) Politics

The broadcasting of pciitics also presents

possibilities of trouble. Here again an attempt should be




made to sccure a working agreecment between the political
parties, ecntrally and regionally. For practical purposes
parties might be recognised as they are represented in the
House of Commons and dealt with by the Speaker. They should
to consider a fair plan for the disposition of the

time available for broadcasting controversial political
matter., It might prove a wise beginning to use the '"debate
formn" rather than the "series form" of presentation. 5 g P -
important, however, to secure some method whereby broadcasting
may be used for the education of the public oh political

sues. Special procedure at General Elections should also
be the subject of inter-party consultation, every efforsg

being made to avoid an appearance of favouritism.

(F) The Spoken Word. (Talks, Schools Education,
& Adult Education)

The spoken word in broadcasting covers a wide area.
The immediate problem will be to provide adequate Topical Talks
and News Bulletins, with interesting reviews of events in
Canada and in the U.8.A., in the Enpire, and in the world
at large.

(i) An endeavour should be made to deal
authoritatively, impartially, and acceptably with the
majority of current issues of public interest. This service,
however, should not be started until the Commission is
satisfied that it has found the right expositors from the
point of view of broadcasting technique as well as from the
point of view of impartiality and knowledge.

(ii) News Bulletins should be developed gradually,

and at fixed times. In connection with this service the
Commission has a great opportunity to provide an example to
the North American Continent. The tendency in North America,
apart from the more experienced broadcasters, is to crowd
the periods devoted to News Bulletins with what can accurately

be ed as "a current of words", delivered in




disconnected form

agitated manner.
the s Agencies of Canada for the
the he News Bulletins, which would

pared for broadcasting

the

bulletins
from the idcasting point of view before be

here is in the News Bulletins the opportunity no
careful selection, but also of confident

announcing. Incidentally, care should be

yiving any particular Newsagency or newspaper interest
nonopoly of providing material for the New

initial arrangements should be provisional,

annual revision.

(iii) for Talks in general there should be a conscious

plan. Syllabi should be prepared after consultation with
the Talks Advisory Committee, it being understood that the
underlying entertainment qualification must be observed.

An endeavour should be made to cover attractively the whole
range of Canadian interest, local, national and international.
All broadcast talks ideally should be authoritative, interest-
ing and stimulating; at the worst they should not be dull,

It is better, therefore, to start with a moderate plan of
talks, capable of development as the desired material becomes
available., In the early series there should be included an
attractive consecutive account of the wonderful '"human" story
involved in the history of Canada. It is important that,
from its inception, the Commission should regard the¢ history
of Canada as not only one of the most fruitful sources of

good programme value, but als: as one of the most effective

means of contributing to national unity and stability.




(iv) The Educational side of the spoken

into two parts, Schools Education and Adult Educa
(a) The reception in Schools

essons is likely to become an important factor in the
educational system of the Dominion. This, however, has to
be arranged provincially because of the differing systems
of education, Broadcasting to Schools will be one of the
early tasks of the Assistant Commissioners and their Advisory
Committees Here again a word of warning should be given
on the importance of keeping in mind the entertainment
qualification. For broadcasting it is not good enough that
a lesson for schools should be authoritative and comprehensive;
it must be also acceptable and pleasant in the tec cal

Moreover, the apparatus of reception must be
efficient.

(b) In broadcast Adult Education the principle
will be indistinguishable from the genera alks as planned,
Nevertheless, there should be a conscious motive in that part
of Talks which is directed to stimulating intellectual
activity and curiosity. Planning by series is inevitable.

Simple progressive expositions of the Arts and Sciences,

impartial pictures of World politics and affairs, mixed with

refresher courses on elementary knowledge, - this is the kind
of substratum on which acceptable Adult Education may be
built. There will be also periodical reviews of new books,
plays and films, in which a catholic yet discriminating sense
of choice must be exercised, Reviews of new books are of
special importance in that, if acceptably and efficiently
done, they will direct the reading of a large part of the
public. In this connection the Commission should represent
to the Librariecs and Booksellers the importance of preparing
in advance to satisfy the demand for the books that are
reviewed by radio and those which are recommended for

further study.,




Programmes for Children,

gvent is that the programmes
didactic and undistinguished from tra
Tt is wise, therefore, to keep programmes

separate, in order to emphasise the greater impor

Ml

entertainment quality. By Programmes for Children

meant Children's Hour programmes. What is intende
simple and entertaining conspectus of the world

entertainment and thought specially directed to children.
Experience proves that if a programme of this kind is

1

successful in its objective of reaching children it will have

even greater results in reaching adults incidentally.

(vi) Programmes for Imperial and Foreign relay.

Inperial or Foreign relay should be built

Every programme for
with a view to giving a faithful reflection of all that is
best in Canadian activity, culture and general background.
taken to avoid the mistakc of including, for
of symphony music which could be¢ provided at
least equzally we i he countries in which the programme is
being relayed. There i a wealth of oériginal and distinctive
artistic material throughout Canada and this should be
carefully surveyed and the best parts of it developed before

Imperial or Foreign relays

1R QMANTHARTIS
o LAINJALRIIO «

No definition of censorship can escape criticism,
The right objective in public service broadcasting should be
to give the maximum latitude short of license, while still
safeguarding public decency and the fundamental interests of
organised socicty. To offer even this broad definition is

to invite controversy about who is to determine the limits




and where the limits are Ty BExperience
suggests that common sense provides the only working solution.
A rigid formula acceptable even the main sections of
opinion is not possible, t foliows, therefore, that it is
more important that the actual broadcasting authority should
enjoy a measure of general public confidence, than that there
should be sely defined edicts of censorship.
much the same argument applies.
should be broadcast which might be expected

reasonably to offend the susceptibilities of
section of the listening public. The intimate
the broadcasting medium, involving the acceptance of its
message at the fireside, implies a special responsibility to
avoid sensational and disturbing communications. On the
gther hand it _dg the duty of the hroadcaster to describe
faithfully what is happening and to avoid colouring his
commnunications with his own views or inhibitions. Thus one
is brought again to the common sense solution on the principle
of effecting a compromise which will try to avoid on the one
hand untruth and on the other hand disturbance and distress.

The management of sponsored programmes will involve
digerimination against certain advertisements. Although these

programmes will be provided by outside commercial enterprise

their acceptance by the Commission will impose responsibility

for their appropriateness and bona fides.

PUBLICATIONS

. )

A well planned scheme of public service broadcasting

must count on the printed word as a valuable auxiliary. Ko

example, a syllabus of Talks or a progressive scheme of adult
Education, need the support of the printed word in some form.
Independent outside publications may prove helpful occasionally

but hardly adequately or continuously. The Commission

therefore should envisage a modest plan of publications




supplencnting the spoken wore ey 4N Che be anning,

not go beyond a fcw simple and attractivcly produced
explaining general dolicy and dezling vwith the various
sections of the planned wvork. ihere. should

available, in consultation with the Dcpartnent of ‘arine,
appropriate technical pamphlets dealing with recception and
interfcrence. Incidentally, the e¢xistence of a few up to
date pamphlets will considerably reduce the burden of dealin:
with correspondence. As to periodical publications, only
expericnee will show whether ey arc necessary. Oonaitions
in Canzda are so different from thosc¢ in Creat

the success of the 3.8.C., publications does not neccssurily
provide a working analogy. AS Prograures are developed the
problem of their publicity can be reviewed. Later on, andecd,
a weekly programme paper published in various editions nirht

be Tound to be not only Of advanvage 1o the service but =lso

a source of additional revenue.

FEES, COPYRIGET CHARGES.

It is desirable to cffect general agreeiaents with the
various national organisations concerned with fees of
musicians, artists, composers, authors and with 2erforming
rights generally. These apgrcements should be on a sinmple
automatic basis subject to periodical revision, ‘nen
orchestras are subsidised it is inequitable Tor the musici

to atteindt to exact additional fees for broadcasting from

public: concerts, /hen the survey of existing talent is

o

complete it may be found desirable to creatc a nucleus of
contract artists, »rior claim on whose services will reside
with the Commission.

Some payment should be offered to all speafers
invited to give any of the regular talks. It would be
understood that at lecast in the firsti few ycurs the fecs

talks would be small,




In commercial broadcasting it is customary to exact
payuient for. thc oadcasting © one political speeches and
some religious gservices Under public service broadcasting,
given agreed arrancenents as recommended above, there should
be no payment for this class of material. Broadcasting of

pelitics or of religion should not be influenced by the

financial resources of the organisations concerned.

The importance of good announcing is difficult to
exapgerate. There is herein a great..opportunity to set a ncwv
standard for the North American Continent. Announcing for
the Commission should be a model of diction, arrangemcnt anc
good taste. It is possible t0 create a tradition of
enunciation without imposing a uniforn dialect. The
Commission will find it expedient to guide announcers in
pronunciation without giving the appearance of dictating

"standard English!' or 'standerd French™ to the listening

public., t should be kept in mind also that good announcing

besides adding to the prestise and popularity of the
Commission, should convey a sense Of repose which is not as
evident as it should be either in Canada or the United States.

SUFEING UP™

Tt is submitted that, considering the great
difficulties to be faced, and the imperfections of the
constitution, the Commission has made a creditable start.

A good deal of the criticism to wjrich it has been subjected
can be ascribed to ignorance, which might have been disveiled
had the Comniission been able to develop its organisation in
time. .s the various problems and obstacles are becomring nore
generally recognised, there is a growing disposition to give

this great experiment the fair chance it so obviously deserves.




Also I am convinced that the Commission has done its best to
carry out 1its task impartially and efficicntly within the
limitations of its organisation.

On the other hand,any unnecessgary delays will tend
to reinforce and widen the area of public irritation,
incidentally endangering the principle of public service
broadcasting And it is mainly for this reason that the
organisation sihould be put on a basis of business
and of carefully planned policy accepted and adumbrated.

The idea of direct State mana ement in addivion to State
control saould be eliminated with the minimun of delay.

This not only is vital to the vigorous and successful
development of the work but is of great potential value in
checking the present dangerous tendency to regard the
machinery of national broadcasting as belonging to the area of
party political pstr 3 So important is this freedom of the
Commission and the i<xecutive from State or party management
that, if the internal development of the Commission should
prove impossible for various reasons then one would advocate
consideration of a proposal to set up an operating company
under the licence and general control of tne Commission, but
enjoying an adequate degree of independence, This Company
would be in some ways analagous to the original British

3rocadcasting Company upon which the British Rroadcasting

system was built. guch a constitution would protect the

Commission, would relieve it of the executive responsibility
which should not be its concern, while enabling it to act
more effectiively as trustee for the public interest, and
would be calculated to acquire the confidence and support
of the business community. An operating company, in short,
might be devised as the most effective means of applyin;
public service broadcasting.

Whatever method is adopted to secure effective




06~
management, operations siiould Dbe
attention to these fundamentals of policy:
direction should be
careful survey and consultation, public opi
adequately prepared.
Constructive planning over
“nlisting the support of
of all kinds.,
(iv) TNeasonable protection
prejudicing the interest of majorities, at Tleadquarters
the Dominion view: in the Provinces a rational reflection
of local interests and aspirations.
(v) Unfailing recogsnition of the

entertainment values in all departments of

(vi) Acceptance of the principle that

and non-partisan,
own account, either directly or indirectly,
on or to favour policies on contentious subjects.

words, while a broadcasting proj ramme may appropriatvely

Fal

contain itvems anala;ous to most of the ''features' of a
newspaper it should not include anything corresponaing

editorial colunns of a newspaber.




Canada has an exceptional aavantage in the
possession already of a licence system, Broadcasters of
the United 3tates, dependent solely on advertisement revenue,
faced with the increasing difficultiy of providing :ood
sustaining programmes - and these are
as good as any - naturally look with envy
affairs in Canada, where licence revenue provides
income and the frecedom for planning programues without
extraneous considerations. In the develooment of public

service broadcasting on a co-operative constructive basis,

with management on efficient business lines and S$tate control

remnote yet secure, Canada will be in a position to add
immeasurably to the auwenitiecs of her civilisation and also to
produce a decisive new instrument of national unity and

stability,

Murray.
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to the setting up of s Burcan
Lightbourne wish to put yourselves

forward i« announcers. I know, of course, nothing adbout

Mr. Lightbourne, dbut from what I know of your own veice and

manner, 8ee N0 reason why you should not be acceptable.

Mr. Lightbe

I gather thnt

=]

ourne seems o have a wide education and éexe-
8

perience and might be useful in many

the Radio

" — 2 o= -
Commissl on.

I have spoken to Colonel Bovey ebout the
pro ject and he will take it up with Mr. Dupont, the manager
of Rad Programme 8 for Fastern Canada ( Ottawa to Halifax).
I believe Mr. Dupont has an engagement to meet Colonel RBovey
on Friday, and if possible Bovey will bring you and Mr.
Lightbourne in contact with him.

I wish you all suceess in the project.

Yours faithfully,




LDI
aric

jnited Statoes to epaal
customed acceptiag 2

fore, that your Gommisslon
to the

=1
e
therefc

2,
Wik

further

1 suggest,
ystem with & vies
ymittee which will soon
in

4 i -
sangoments wvith the Columbia
Canasdian member on the C

naer rosen

and 0 the prop repy

tation of Cenada

ithfully,

Yours {:

1d Vice~Chancellore

Hector Char

i

i 1asworth,

Chalmman,
Canadisn Nsdlo Broadcasting Commission,

JHEe

OTTAVA,




CANADIAN RADIO BROADCASTING COMMISSION
COMMISSION CANADIENNE DE LA RADIODIFFUSION

COMMISSIONERS:
COMMISSAIRES!
HECTOR CHARLESWORTH
THOMAS MAHER,

Ottawa, June 16th, 1933.

MAN -VICE-PRESIDENT

LT-COL.W. ARTHUR STEEL,M.C

Thank you for yours of June 15th
with reference to the Institute of Public
Affairs. I will make an enquiry into the
matter.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Chairman.

General Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal and Vice Chancellor,
MeGill University,

Montreal, P.Q.
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
FOR AMERICA

FREDERIC A.WILLIS

COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM
485 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK CITY

CABLE - COLUMBIA, NEW YORK

AMERICAN COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN
NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER
HAMILTON FISH ARMSTRONG

ALLEN WELSH DULLES
HENRY P. FLETCHER

JOHN GRIER HIBBEN
THOMAS W. LAMONT
JOHN L.MERRILL

WILLIAM PHILLIPS

ESTABLISHED

Bk 6 AFHFAIRS

Committee on

LN S &

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING

June 27,

Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.
Prln ipel and Vice-Chancellor
McGill University
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

My dear Sir Arthur:

Thank you very much for your letter of June
26th and for your kindness in writing to
Sir Robert Falconer, urging his acceptance
on the International Committee.

I sincerely
may present
gramg which
thought and
ity, to the

hope that throughout the year we
some unusually interesting pro-
will help to interpret American
opinion, actively and with viril-
Canadian audience, and vice versa.

Assuring you again of the appreciation of
this Committee for your kindness, I am

Sincerely yours,

0" / 3 . St
/ G { 7 f P"/
o At e LA JK AL

Executive Secretary for ﬂmerlca

Crd

COOPERATION WITH THE COLUMBIA

8

BROADC

ASTING




15th June 1933«

I have just read with consliderable intersst
the anaouncement of the brosdcasts o 1 under the
auspices ol 2 Institute of Public Affairs and undepr your
cihairmanshipe. 1 believe that much benefit will come from
the discussions proposed and that we shall be able to avoid

internatlional misunderstandings.

oes occur to me that the plan would be more
included in its purviow. ven
smaller than that of the United
mach ontitled to representastion as,
fecl, too, that as these talks
yroadcast here, sane Canadian repre—

- 0 er O
e

o e

I nave written fo Ur. Charlesworth, the Chalman
of the Radio Broadcasfing Commission, suggesting that he en=

deavour to maks some arrangements for ti inclusion of &
Canadian member on the Committee and o hope that you also
will use your iifluence to bring this about I feel sure
that the effect wo.ld be goods

faours {aithfull

Principal snd Vice-Chancellors

Dre Nicholes durray Butler,
Presidant,

Columbia University,

HEW YOHK CITY, HeYs
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
FOR AMERICA
FREDERIC A.WILLIS

COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM
485 MADISON AVENUE
NEW TORK CITY

CABLE - COLUMBIA, NEW YORK

AMERICAN COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN
NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER
HAMILTON FISH ARMSTRONG

ALLEN WELSH DULLES

HENRY P. FLETCHER
JOHN GRIER HIBBEN
THOMAS W. LAMONT

JOHN L. MERRILL

WILLIAM PHILLIPS

ESTABLISHED

I C AFFAIRS

Commiltee

B L I-NS T LE

on

INTERNATIONAL BROADGCASTING

LONDON. ENGLAN

CABLE - ©O

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.N.G.,K.C.B.
Prineipal and Vice-Chancellor

MeGill University

Montreal, Quebeec, Canada

My dear Sir Arthur:

Your letter of June 15th addressed to President Butler has been
brought to my attention during his sbsence in Furope, and I have
been asked to reply on behalf of President Butler and the Amer-
ican Committee.

The functions and development of the Public Affairs Institute
has been in formation for some time, and as a matter of fact the
entire International Committee had not been completely arranged
at the time the papers published their first notices of this
International group.

The operations of the Columbia Broadcasting System in Canads
and their contact with the Canadian stations have been, of
course, quite extensive, and it was naturally planned to
have Canadas represented on this International Committee, as
well as some of the South American countries, individually,
arrangements with which have not as yet, been concluded.

Prior to President Butler's departure for Furope the matter was
discussed by our Committee and Sir Robert Falconer, retired Pres-
ident of the University of Toronto was very strongly suggested to
us as being a most appropriate representative for Canada. It

is our understanding that he now has both the leisure and the
interest in the work, as well as wide contacts and experience

to make a most valuable member of the International Committee.

If you know 5Sir Robert I am sure this Committee would appre-
ciate your urging his acceptance as representative of Canada
on the International Committee.

May I take this opportunity of thanking you for your great in-
terest in plans of the Public Affairs Institute and assure you
that we are most anxious to see Canada well represented on
this Committee.

Very sincerely yours,

ug‘é{ /Zg/f e JJ//[QH\Q_

Fxecutive Secretary for America

I N COOPERATION WITH THX COLUMBTIA BROADCASTING SYST

LUMBIA, LONDOMN

E M
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Inter-department Correspondence

From
Tue PrincieraL 'anp Vice-CHANCELLOR,
McGire UniversiTy,

MonTreAL.

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR;

Sir ARTHUR W. Currig, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.

8ir Robert Falconer,
Queen's Park
Toronto, Ontario

My dear

Yhile I am delighted to learn that you ere
going to Banff this autumn to Take part in the IJublud 8
of Pacific Relationa Conference, feel that you have
not understood my letter of June

You may know th:
]

Institute, of whic cholas Mx . 1a :
of the American Commi tie 1 5 18 organization éormed
for the purpose ¢ pncounraging inte *iznal broadeasting.
The Institute has apperently set up e International Cone
nittee to breoaden the scopa of broadeast material by arrang-
ing for radic addresses t¢ be given o; leaders in current
thought in Burepe and Americu. THe International Committee
includes such men as Phillip Kerr, Sir Evelyn Wrench, Bonnet
for France, Curitius for Germany, and 80 OR. I noted that
while Norway had a representative, Sweden ancth ar, Belgium
another, Denmark another, there was no representative fronm
Canada.

I wrot to Hi holas Murray Butler and sald

that I thought the ;laﬂ uld be more complete if Canada
were inctng,-, and I &lBG wrote to Lector Charlesworth
suggesting that he endeavour to make some arrangements for
the inclusgion of a Canadian member of the Committee. Butler
has gome to Burcope but I received a reply on his behalf from
Fred. A. Willis, who is the Executive Secretary for the
American Commi tteo. In his letter he tells m that they
have discussed the Canadian representation and your name was
supggesteds I replied %o say that I thought no one could act
a8 representative for Canada more effectively than yourself,
and se I wrote to you to urge you to agree, and I do hope you
will.

' Ever yours feithfully,
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know 'Hether we can be
) connection and, in the
meantime, a copy of Canada's Mountain P1aygrouﬂﬁs"
is enclosed herewith which it is hoped you will find
of interest.

Yours very truly,

S _lu.l":I in
Du31101

The Prinecipal,
MeGill Unlv r31uy
1'\_0I1 '-; U-.J.L,
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McGILL UNIVERSGHENG

Professor VW.H. Brittain

8th December 1927

Dear Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 3rd December, may

I say that McOill University does not enter into the kind of radio

broadcasting with which your letter deals.
Thanking you for your courtesy im the matter,

Yours faithfully,

W . H. BRITTAIN
Acting Prinecipal

Superintendent,

Publicity and Informetion,
Department of Miness and Besources,
Ottawa.




228t February 1938

My dear Mr. Burray,

Thank you for your letter of the 9th February.

I am glad to heer that the Students' Council

have found it possible for them to comply with your suggestion

for a broadeast on the evening of the 10th March.

Yours sincerely,

Gladstone Murrey, Esq.,
General Manager,

Capnadian Broadcasting Corporation,
OCttawa .
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY

FRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

L. W. DOUGLAS

17th February 1938

Dear Er., Murray,

in the abswmes of the Frimcipal may I acknowledge
on his bebalf your letier with regazd tc the proposed broadoast
on the 10tk Mareh. I prosume thet thers iz nothing that cam
be done in the meantime until the Princinal s, for as you
know, under ocur form of studsnt gelf-govermment it is

entirely

& stndent decision whether they foel they can bromdcast as you

suzgest. ¥r. Douglas will return tc the offies next week.

Yours faithfully,

Gladstone Murray, Zsqg.,
General Manager,

Cenadian Broadcasting Corporation,
Ottawe .




CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO.....ccccrmiimminn

W. L. Douglas, £8g.,
Principsail,

McGill University,
Montreal, Quebec.

Dear Mr. Douglas:i-

No doubt you will have
Bovey of the conversation which took
between him and our representative, M

I am delighted to think that there is,
after all, a chance of having McGill represented in the
eries of broadcasts by the student bodies of various

S
Canadizn universities.

In accordance with Colonel Bovey's desire,
Mr. Brodie and Mr. Pelletier of our Montreal station
interviewed the president of the Student's Youncil and
the producer of the "Red and White Review". They ere
considering what can be done, and promised to let us
have a definite decision by the 1l4th.

I hope that they will come to a satisfactory
conclusion and that I may look forward to hearing

successful broadcast on March 10th.

Yours sincerely,







)N COURSES e McGILL UNIVERSITY
AND UNIVERSITY LECTURES MO




ACTING

Professor W.H.Brittain

22nd November, 1937

Dear Mr. Murray,

Thank you for your letter of the 17th November

in which you propose a weekly broadcast by the various

universities of Canada, including McGill University, beginning
early in the New Year,
I will talk over this suggestion with the

proper authorities here and let you have an early reply.

Yours sincerely,

W. H. BRITTAIN
Aceting Principal

Gladstone Murray, Esq.,

General Manager,

Canadian Broadeasting Corporation,
Ottawa,.




CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION

OTTAWA

November 17th, 1937.

The Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal, P.Q.

Dear Sir:

We are interested in trying to arrange
a weekly series of programmes to be broadcast by the
various universities of the Dominion. I should be very
grateful if you would let me know whether you would be
willing to co-operate in this scheme; if so, I should
like tc have your suggestions.

The idea 1s that over a period beginning
early in the new year each university should undertake
to broadcast one programme of an hour's duration, I would
suggest as possible features glee singing, a dramatiec sketch
or interlude, possibly a brief talk, and a topical revue,
I should of course be glad to consider any other ideas,

These programmes would be broadcast to a
National network, For this reason programmes should have
a more than local appeal, This point would be important
in the event of your including any humorous items——we
welcome humour, but we should like to be sure that it is
not tco esoteric and that it is in keeping with the
spirit of a national broadcast from a university.

We will underteke to give you the necessary
help in technical and production matters. A reasonably
high standard will be a matter of mutual interest.

The progremmes are intended to give to
universities as such an opportunity of putting on a show
of their talent to a wider audience than would normally be
possible. They would be regarded as purely amateur
programmes-—-=no personal fees will be paid by the Corporation.
We should, however, be glad to make a donation of one
hundred dollars to the university, to be used for the funds
of the Glee Club, the Drametic Club, or in some such way at
the discretion of your authorities.

Yours sincerely,

Geteral Man::::tvﬂj}/
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CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION

OFFICE OF THE
GENERAL MANAGER November 17, 1937.
OTTAWA

The Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal, P.Q.

Dear Sir,

‘e interested in trying to arrange a weekly
series of j grammes to be broadcas the variouws universities
of the Dominion. I should be very grateful if you would let

me know whether you would be willing tc co—-opera
scheme; if B should like to have your

1s that over a period begi
the new year each university should underta
programme of an hour's duration. I would
features glee singing, a drametic sketch or
a brief talk, and a topical revue. I should
to consider any other ideas.

ammes would be broadcast to a national
network. ; hi "€éason programmes should have a more than
local ap This point would be importaant in the event of
your dij any humorous items—---we welcome humour,
sh : be sure that it is not too esoteric and that
is & ceping witl spirit of a national broadecast f
university.

We will undertake to give you the necessary help in
technical and production matters. A reasonably high standard
will be a matter of mutual interest

ma

ine programmes are intended to give to universities
as such an opportunity of putting on a show of their talent to

a wider audience than would normally be possible. They would be
regarded as purely amateur programmes-——no personal fees will
paid by the Corporation. We should, however, be t
donation of one hundred dollars to the university, to be used for
the funds of the Glee Club, or in some such way at the discretion
of your authorities.

glad to make a

Yours sincerely,




