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CENTRAL DIVISION 

66 DORCHESTER ST. E . 

• 

THE MONTREAL GENERAJ- HOSPITAL 
66 DORCHESTER STREET, EAST 

WESTERN DIVISION 

1170 ESSEX AVE 

MONTREAL June 28th, 1933. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I am enclos ing a reprint of an 
Address which 1 delivered before the Medical Undergraduates 
Sooiety in February and which I hope you ill find interest­
ing reading in one of your hours of relaxation , if you ever 
relax. 

Look after your health, Sir Arthur. 
It is more important to you than the Principalship of 
McGill University. 

ith kindest regards, I am, 

Very sinc~~y yours, 

,lb./~~ 7 

I. • Rabinowitc • 

Sir Arthur W. Currie , G. C. M. G., K. C. B. , LL.D., 
Principal, 
McGill university, 
M 0 n t rea 1. 
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RADCL1FFE COLL EGE 

C A MBRIDGE 3 8 . MASSAC HU SET TS 

May 2. 1921 

Dear Mr. Currie: 

I have your letter of April 29. I am very sorry indeed 

ti.La t you canno t come to us on our Conmenc emen t Day. 

Sincerely yours, 

Principal A. W. CUrrie 
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COPY TO THE :'RIN'::IPAL 

A ND V ICE-CHANCELLOR PRINCIPAL 

A. E. MORGAN 

he PrIneI 1 and 
• rgan accept With 

MC.GILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

pleasure th 
r,y kind invitation ot he 4 aId nt 

and Jouno11 ot dcl1tte College tor dinner on 

Tbur day vening, pt ber eventeenth, at 

seven o'cloc in ae1z Bo e, dcl1tte 0011 gee 

.Tul.y the eighth 
in te n hund and t 1rt7 -six 
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~~6~ec, AIBlst 26th, 1922 

Si"" A.,..thu"" Cll ...... ie, 
P""inci~ 1 :~Gi11 nive""~ity, 

IIont""eal. 

I beg to c'mowlede;e ""ecAi-pt of 

YO'l"" favorl'" olf the 25th instant enclosing cO!'JY 

i11. connect ion w"!. th the esta1)l i'3hmer..t of a 'Pad t lU!l 

will be pleased to talr e the matte"" '10 with the 



Hon. L. A. Tusohereau. 
Prime ~inister. 
uebeo, U • 

f 

I 

S ptember 
ifth 

1922. 

I was instructed by the Principal to 
aoknowledge reoeipt of your letter of August 29th, 
with ~ference to the purohase by the Government of 
radium for the use of the University of o~treal. 

Pir Arthur left last ~r1day on th 
Board of Trade continental tour and aa your letter 
only arrived that morning he did not have an 

. opportunity of ana aring it. He will oommun1cat 
with you upon hie return to .!o~treal the first ot 
October. 

I huve the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Principal's S cr tar,y. 



OFFICE OF THE P~IME MINISTER 

PROVINcE: OF ClUEstc 

AUGUST 
Twenty-ninth 
1 9 2 2. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.:',:.G.,K.C.B.,LL.D., 
Principal of llcGill University, 

~.:ontreal. 

Dear 81r . rthur, 

The long established renutation 
of :.'IcGiJ.1 has made me well aware of the standing held 
by your University as one of the leading medical schools 
and a pioneer in ra.dium work and scientific researches. 
I am fully prepared to recognize all of ~~e claims men­
t::'oned in your letter of August 25th, for which I ar.1 

obliged. 

But, as a matter of fact, the Go­
vernMent is not setting up a radium institution. After 
I have explained to you why and horl we undertook to sup­
ply radium for the University of Montreal, I do not be­
lieve that you will have any cause to feel that McGill 
University has been overlooced. 

Last Spr:ng representatives o~ the 
I,:ontreal Uni versi ty came to us and stated their intention 
of establishing radium laboratory so as to keep abreast 
of the time and offer the same facilities for scientific 
study and ¥lOrk as \'lere possessed by I.!cGill University. They 
pr'oposed also maldng use of radium in the treatment of can­
cer and other similar diseases for the general benefit of 
our population, and were ready to add to their medical staff 
an eminent French scientist and phycisist who would have 
Charge of this radium laboratory. 

Since they have received very few 
endowments, if any to speak of, fro~ private sources, and 
since t~help recently given them by our Government is all 
required to carry out the~r rngular progr~~e and could hard­
ly be properly used for the pUl~chase of radimn, they asked 
whether we vlOuld not buy a gram of radimn, which Vlould re­
main our property and be used in their laboratory for research 
vlOrk as well as for the imrlediate treatment of cancer by ex­
perienced physicians. 



OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

PROVINCE OF i:lUEStc 

-2-

After carefully considering this proposition, 
and giving due thought to he claims which i.icGill might 
have in the matter, r:ry colle£.gues and myself came to the 
conclusion that, with the war that must be waged on can­
cer, it was our duty to help the hlontre:J.l University in 
that field. As they were willing to establish a labora­
tory at their ovm expense and to secure the services of 
eminent European scientists, our purchase of radium cons­
tituted nothing else than an investment and a loan in order 
to help a 1:10 st vlo _,thy undertaking. 

I \'lish to ma~{e it very clear that the Government 
has no intention, as you seem to be ieve, of devoting money 
for the installation of a laboratory, and Vlill not be spen­
ding one cent which might have been saved by going to 1.1c­
Gill Uni vel'si ty. Ve are buying one gram of radium, vlhich 
we were fortunate enough to secure at a price lower than 
was ever paid, that is $77.00 per 1:1illigram, and from such 
a good firo as the United States Radium Corporation of 
new York. !bile .... /e are merely paying $77,000 for one gram 
of radiwn, the United States Radium Corporation undertak~u 
free of charge, to supply the University of :ontreal with ' 
a Debierne-Th n Emanation apparatus complete, and to give 
the services ~ consultation of ~heir physical research 
staff, incl'ling Dr. Ress, formerly of the Vienr.a Radium 
Institute. Dr. Duane will supervise himself the installation 
of his apparatus. 

In the meantime, Dr. Gendrean has Q'one to France, 
Germany and Austria, \'1i th a view to organi~ hi s uni versi ty 
laboratory of radium on a scientific basis and ~g securing 
an experienced physician and scientist. 

I feel convinced that, with this full explanation 
of our dealings with the Uni versi ty of ulontreal, you v:ill 
be satisfied that vie have done the right thing on behalf 
of an institution that wished to promote scientific \'lork 
and hasten the relief of those suffering from cancer. ¥'e will 
not give them any money to install a laboratory, but we are 
simply loaning them radium v/hic11. remains our property. 

Yours sincerely, 



r 'fr. r 1nl erl-

~ t 
t;V-:flfth 
1 • 
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Personal. 

Hon. J. 1001, 
Provincial Treasur r. 
uebec. P.Q. 

Dear Mr. 1001:-

August 
Twenty-fifth 

192? 

I am ~olosing herewith a lett~r 
which I have today addressed to the Prime ri~i6ter. 

I think I mny add little to what I 
have said to him, but to me, arid to many others, 
it is altogether inexplioable and unjustlf1abl 
for the Government of the Provinoe to choose tbe 
Univ raity of 10ntreal in preferenoe to oGill or 
in preference to setting up a~ independent Radium 
Commission. The Government Beem ·to have forgotten 
that ~ince the days of Professors Rutherford and 
~oddy cGill has bee~ one of the first ce~tres 1n 
the orld for the study of radium. Rutherford was 
the man who first disoover d the principleo of radio­
activi ty. 

I believe th . Government hav voted this 
mone7 in the hope that the medioinal lue of radium 
may beoome more thoroughly kno n nd undorstood. Surely 
it oa~not be cont nd d that the medical sohool of the 
Un1v rs1ty of Montreal ranks with the med1cal sohool 
of cGilI University; ~or does the U~iversity of ontreal 
n30y a reputation as a radium centr at all comparable 

to oGlll's. 

My view ia that the Government should set 
up a radium commission who would aot as I have outline 
in mr letter to Mr. yaschoreau. and that ~one of this 
money should be spent for any other purpos than for the 
'Purohase of radium. '~y spend J!lon y for app .ratus and 



Hon. J. Niool, - 2 -

trained staff when such are already i~ existenoe? 

I hope that you will see your way 
olear to support my view • 

. i th all good wishes. I am, 

Ever your s faithfully. 

Prinoipal. 
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D IUM lNSTITUTE 
TO'BE IN'THIS aIT 

Will Equip Depart· 
ment in University of 

Montreal 

By Cnnn.dlan Pr" .. , 

Quebec At.gust I5.-Hon. L, 
Tasl:h(rE'a~. P.!m" )1'11,.:;t('r. was 
hi'; of'1<1 this morning- at an c:.u-Iy 
hO.1r atte'lu,n; to bus,n,-s:; :1nd 
ce'vlr;; \',silors trom all );J.r'", 
tn(. provlnc.e, 

"I beuc\c,' sail tl1 Prcmer. 
re'>pon<l to ~ qu<,l'~ regard,r g La­
belle, 'that the Liberal cundld,it .. 
wir be e.ecte!! by a :argc majority, 
larger than 011 t':le pn \'lOUS o(~a­

si m. which wa" III the :avt gelleral 
~n in 1,,19. when :'.1 HonorE' 
.A hiM, 1l0W U I11J.gistrate, was calIt'l 
to the L(m l l' I·huse by SOO 
(\ r hl(l opponent. ' 

.Arked Jf till' (rO, el'nmen' would 
eo al t l! olle~ [or adlulll expu.1ll 11'.,. 
to 11l',)1!11.ot, ttl l ur uf ""lie r tll< 
Pr£ll1.u· said th'~' Le and hi <,ul­
l(agut'" \\ ere a ,\ u,}..; 1'1 [,n'ol' of 
Sl h nt fie pICgl'C'.sS a,ld Wli!i'l'; tu help 
to the fullest pOfsib:e extent. 

"Any time," ,a it! HUll, ;\11', Tas­
cherell.u, "the Guv~rnIl1ent's aid Wft'i 
re'lulrt'l for ulur '1Lonal, s(i"ntith', 
anJ CVE.n I1'ato',a ·Ievrlonmen t" Wlo' 

havf> (nd '1vo1'"d to <10 our ~har', 
:::en rOllslv an 1 intend 10 do it u;ain 
it' thF fllture," 

Tnen thr. Prnne l\Imi<;ter cOt'firm­
cd thE renC'rt ;yF 'l'c g1'.nt of $ 00,1100 
rC((.nt Y mad" II' [u\or of \lcntrcal, 
'ln I ex pr· <~etl VI' hope that high 
ac-hi'!, emept Il'Ot ',I ullluw as a r .. -
sult <:'f th .. GOI ernnwr t.s actIon 111 
the matte!' . 

As -1 r.'sult of thIS announcement 
by tl." Premier, the much-dIsc ussf'd 
1;l'liJll1 institute (or the pur" of 'an­
Ct'r will be a. rEality in thp provil1<'e 
of Que·hel' hef')r€, long. _\ftEr look­
illS' OVlJl' vinious 10ea lions. the UO\"­
ernmel.t (1u .(1('d that :'.Iontrl'al ""15 
an idea, spot for this wor1<, an!l the I 

Univ~rflity of 1\10ntr('al tI'!l" chose n, I 
"hE"e:l d(l'u"tnH'nt will h~ f'(jUlPP(',I 11 

and sta 1·trd short'y. Tt Will l)(' titl.l'rt 
up with t1H .. !lImit m'lderll ('QUiPment" 
"nt 're S'I!l1 of $1001'00. '.f>' :t" u" 11.1 
th' Go, crnmen t fOl' If e pt 1'))0 e, wllI I 
bf' given to tlw llnivcrs ty. 'I 

TI ',; hab been t 11' fiJ't't d~ fnltll 
statf>m<:'nt malle by the Go,ernmC'nt 
rr!!a.rdlng" the location of the .1n-
6titU.te.. .... 



k orliJard Step By Quebec 
'SOME 4ime ago' we were able to give our readers 

information in regard to important investiga­
tions and te!fts which are still being carried on in 
Great Britain in re-gard to the eIDcacy or radium as a 
cure for cancer. The tests were fairly successful, but 

.they had not proved conclusiYe. It is a re­
:markable fact that notwithstanding the development 
of medical and surgical knowledge the dread disease 

'is 8t111 a great mystery. Its causes are not known 
i:with any degree at certainty; and the sure remedies 
for It are still an unwritten book. Knowledge has 
overtaken other diseases which lIot nIany years 
since were regardOd as fatuI. Today the tear of 
diphtheria. and_smallpox Is greatly minimized; they 
have been mastered. Tuberculo.sis can be cured. 
Meningitis is no longer beyond the POwer of the phy­
sIcian. Dut cancer is yet to be conquered. I 

The Government or Quebec is now taking a step 
forward In regard to this enemy ot the race. The 
sum of $100:000 is set aside for the establishment 
o! a radtum institute for the purposes of experimen­
tal treatment of the diseae~. The Montreal Star re­
ferring to the matter regards this action of the gOY­

ernment as "a s,plendid proot ot the modern outlook 
and humanitarian sympathies ot the admlnlstra.tion." 

It i~ well; and t11e government is to be commend­
. ed tor applying the money to luch a useful puhlic 
;purpose. We have no doubt that other governments 

Canada as soon as their finnncia 1 resources w1ll 
t will be glad to tOllow the example of Quebec. 

may fervently hope that the time when there 
1 be such an instituts in every province is not 



PROPORED RADIUll I STITUTE. 

The proposed gift from the Govern!Il~nt of the rovince of ~uebec 

of ~lOO,OOO. towards the esteblinr-~cnt of a ~adium I~stitut9 in con­

nection with the University of ' :ontreal is noten with interest and 

aporeciation. 

It is refJpectfully submi tted that a similar sun shonld be assigned 

to rcGill University for the reasons stated below. 

I. At the .... acdonald Physics lilding the theory of Radioaoti vi ty 

and the laws governing the radiatlons from radium, etc., were dis­

covered by Sir Ernest nl1ther~ord and Pro essor Soddy. This ,ork has 

been and is being carried on by numerous snccessors, notably Professors 

Barnes, ~ve, ~ray. 

The important resear.ch work is hampered and restricted from 

lack of an adequate supply of radium. The orieina.l eift of Sir illiam 

Macdonald, magnificent at the time, sup)lied about 30 milligrams of 

radium, altogether insufficient to-day. .ell equipped laboratories now 

rel1tire 1000 milligraMs, costing about ~lOO,OOO. 

11. If ~cGill Uniwersity received such 8 ~i't the following 

results o11.ld follow. 

A. The research work into the propertie8 and physical 

possibilities of radium could be properly continued and developed. 

This is a necessary preliminar~ step. 

B. The emanation rom the ra.dium supply coubd be collected 

and issued to the Physiologists ~nd PRthologists of CcGill in order to 

continne nnd develop research work on the effect of the radiations on 

cell tissnes ano str1lctures. This is a necessary step towards cancer 

research. 

The supply of radium is not diminished b IT collection of the 



continuously evolved gas, or emanation, which has properties as powerfnl 

as the radium itself. In act tLis distributio"l nf the emanation 1n 

the usnal procedure. 

c. Supplies of emanation could be issued ill sma.ll sealed tubes to 

the leading medical officers o' the chief hospitals for the actual treat-

ment 0 patients. 

A representative committee of chosen physicians Bould be re-

q1.lired to control the i8s1,e. 

This proposal of a grant to :cGill University is STIBgested 

as a necessar and desirable step in addition to the proposed grant to 

the Universitr 0 'ontreal, not as an alternative. Such a grant to 

hlc~ill would be 8. EreRt boon to the medical profession associated both~ 
the uni versi ty and with the great hospitals in '.1ontreal, and in the 

Province 0 <olebec. 
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Tr.e S'l n ): "{T 0 ~ ran i HIT! ... 



c ltir:.10 A. J A • 1 ee.. ao , oc E:;. 18.tion, '; icr h proper+-le .... tS .. "> \ er ~ ':" 

. + ~ In a ,+ ... ' . . s t r . '1)1.1 t . 11 I"' t e F:T" _ ~tio l i s .,I..vJC ... 
"' J " .1. C) 

He 1 , 1 pr "'>ced tre. 

c. S ' .. 1i€-s 0: could e ibS le J. .. J. . sI ..... ef -.. l:. es ,0 

t e -.eq, r.l mel ' C" 0 ':cer 0 t e c ie .- ~ -nit 1" or +, 
~ct'l ] 

Ire ... v 0'" )~tiA t • 

A represe ... tat· e co.:Ili ttep. o-f' cl.oser nl::', sici.sns r 0"", ... re -

quire i ,0 .;clTItrol Ue i ,8'le • 

.... his proposal o. 13. grr.nt 'to .L cG-i:'l rrniv~r ... it:r is s tt~ested 

as a nec~ sar ~ desirable steo :n &cd:tion to t,he proposed ~rArt to 

the t:niversLt 0" Lontreal , '1,,+ as an alter r +· .... e . ~ er... a "'r~r t + 

1.-:: .. ~]1 1':011.:0 be 11 re~ 1; 'l)oon to t} e mJ " cal ro e sion a !<"('ciated bothwttb 

i tl ". A re t r o'1;:>i tal ~ in .... ontreal, an in tne 

'pr,,~~; Po€, 0" ~uebec. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
F"ACULTY OF" APPLIED SCIENCE 

FRANK D ADAMS., I'H D ., D Se F . R .S - DUN. MONTREAL 

oJ'I .r t ~ .. 1 ~ 'Jl~ r r;' A, ,}. 'J.... • '}. , _. C. ., 
- • lUC ip ..... , • L: ... i ' 1 . '"7 r) i .. u , 

• 0 • ea.l. 

11. D. , 

:De r ')i r :.r thur , 

I s~\' r. rr.stror..g last EJve in , a!ld 
\,8 . t·:1c cl over t'.Co r "i'I!" in."jt:.ttte rlE .... ter a.t SOIT.e len the 
He iJ '~3r' .. 'l.c} inter ste.=t jv: -'-'. 'l1~8Ct , ar 'e a?,roe , 
0: cOllrse , tl.at it .0nl be bI ... ad.r~·r 1 Pi i the 
r}ovp,r 1. +- Cv'l] r ,t'} ir..;!' ced to:ve : c'}ill a rarJ oL' radi'IT.. , 
a..j proposed b,/ ...Jr ..... ve . ,e h'3.ve li+tlc o:'E' , ho ever, th1.t 
+'1'i 'Jan be A.rr 1 ('d , an :Jr. Ar "'tr n, ' ..... res ; :il· m'3 thq,t 
the pr')oo q~ hic'. I O'l.t_iLlec.. tC' :·ou restf;rna T i~ IT L.::. lore 
like'iy 0 be accflntal)] P, to "t. o~'ern~p t . I h'.ve t' r ere 
dra"ted t'p en':} oE:>ed me .. C'r n1ur, ',I'er. I tr1i.st you \'il~ "'ni 
cIe : J n - to the \Joint . 

Dr . r~str n (uthor'~e 
he aoproves 0 the proposals set ~or+r in 
that he \.ill be' lqd to fl.isc1.lsS tl.em "ith 
~ hor you IT.a T nace • 

!LA to vaJ th t 
t .8 ~emoraLdnu C 
.. Ot a rill. [; r::yor.:.e elE.-e 

. i +:_ re "'.q:r ..,l"J.CP :'c. tl,.e luestiol1. yo r ...... · "ed 
~8Bterd~ ~s to t ~ bes~ ,ry o~ intr0 uc:n t e . atter to 
. "r. :£s..:-.f1r€ I. , :Jr .• r. 1tr) :, sue-rests t' at ~70U :irst lUJ it 
before ir 'rncert .erpClith, Sir ~OM. r ~(\'lin nd !_r . -,eatt.l , 
, i th ~ v' e se :nrin tl eir support ir your '1.ttac' upon ~ e 
Pre!'.ier . Dr •. "Y':I..cotron'" tt-l'e res tr.!.:t.t .Jr . arV00 , Dea 1 of 

,J " ... t ••. . t .... ol- ~ • 1 - ~ , f" b' • e·.1.J.c~r:' 1 e v!l_verGl .: 0-,- • • C'r.. re'3. ... , "\ "_ ..... C 7 ~qvo'lrq ... y 
'll)O!.1 tile propo<)b. -.. , b'l-f; ,e bot"- +} i: . ~ -.-:l: be lnauvisatle 
to CO'1) :t l ... iffi lef)"re; nresent":'n tl:e n:atter to pp Pre .ier 
in the "'ay above Sll crested . 

Yours very 

P. 8 . 3ine" 'ri t ir..g the a~o e , I 1- ,. 1 nn a. ~ oppcrt mi t. to 
it is .mss tr I'l ~"1- ("\~ " .4'" "r \I i th Dr . Lacal:uT1 lnd h&ve his 
all+l;o.ri t~· to sa.}' trllt 1".0 ..... "')~r("\ves of tne above propoflPls, ~ nd 
t:lat he thin' s ~- e~r 0 fer t'e best 'la .. 0 &.ttackin a ve"',,' 
Cl i :- fi C 11.1 t s i tlla t ..:. 0 n • 



r 0" t'"':s p .. 'ovi ~;O, 'I- vLn i 4 icated 'I-.is lnt '. tion 

e"'r> C!tive' a,,? 0" :V'Ll nis assi .r.nce ·;"..1J De 

p ropo'1t,d rh. t in tL~ rurc:tase 0;: radiurr.., 

ot ,ilich on, 'Y' 

,1:e ./..)rv ince 0 f'\ ebec" • 

.Lhe con.r.i ttee, or Insti '1:.u te t sr.on1!. be COIDT)OS d 0 (> J. 

red ,llrgeor.a (1.11(1 nh-T ~.Ji 18 , I)oth :'Irer. 'Jh ~ 0. ~ngl isr, 1.0 h:-J.ve 

'11 ready had expel j ence in r di ' .. 11 ' ork. ... ' ... re :-;} 0 tld also be ~ +h" 

COL i~tee at le~st 0n mc:l~r 10 ~a~ ~tF"ne~ d"s~lnct"on in ~ re 

Sc" , c:e researcr on ~ licacti vi t.7 . ~he PIer b ,r) d 1 0:11 ~ se ... ve .: trCll t 

nq,~"' , and th, 1" v.., o· tr.e 00ILI'~':' ttee ,(.o'1.ld 1e tv UOYltro~ tte istr" on 

inn Lv ~d .. 1 ph to brve tl..e 

r. On~ fra o~ radi"r , cvl3tin apnru}. Lt ,1,)' ,100 , : '). , is tt 
snal: ~Cl t ':lV· nt; ty v hi'"!r. is :H~ely to prove effect· 're . or e .I.l..pl~: 
~h _ ad':'Qln III .j. i "t"te o.c .. ;6Vi [or' h s -f'onr r 'I"' E , ~r ~ id1.1 
...J.v ' .. '~ 1 , ;,onion, f'ive rar:s, J3.nd s.)n on , b.1t severEl s11ccess-:ul 
instit~teld in o~ler P'Ltb 0'" t~c \orlA bl'~e onl" ~ t-3j.nrle grarr. , 
ana. thi') (t".ollnt , i J'-"oper1y c~r(.l ~or Rnd con erved, viII supuly 
su ffic 1 .... t emar 8 t':'ur. ~)r medic~'l '"-.l.ll1. 3Jim. ti "i c re"ps~.rcr- A. 1 ~ Iso 
[Jr hO,-,pi t'1.~ u e in 0Y). ... rel3.] , and a certain 13.!'011.+ C.l ., R0 be 
avqila~le for uistriblt"on ~ong c0flpetent private prJ3.~~itioners 
thro'lgnoU t the province. 

I1. It should be noted that r&d ·UIT. itself is no~ directly tlGed 
in reuicl1 \Cork , Ylor to my "':'est extp"l'"+ 1. ~ . t ';.">['; ..... , bllt +1:R.t 
it O';V]'"' c~f an er'1anation , or as , ~,hich possesC)e > rBl~oactive 
pro )I)"rties . ~his er.anation is collecte"l by the use of '11,it ~le 
cpparat11S and r ethocls qn seal ed iY'. '1l"'""'11 p-lass tubes for use a.s 
re'lllired , the or"pins 1 "Y'~dium i 1 +,re treA.;vrh':'lo, itbollt [J.!':>recipule 
di ,iY"lti.on in qu9.ntit .... or activity , 00nt:nl". to produce more of 
the eml:<nation . 



IT!. 

IV. 

hi1e it is Q.esi r9. le t t t'te '"!orrr.i t tee 8ho'11d include 
re resentq,t· "es 0"" thp 1e'1."::r: !'J.s .. ica1 collAp-es , both rench and 
~:r: lislt , ani th&t t'L~ radiUI'1 ema":etic.. : . ..::,.:.." '\.,,... """;.2.'; "'1 .. ,.. : O:)A 

inst·M·.f-iQns RnA I"ersons {regardleS!3 0"" s.""fili$ t:.O'1} .1:0 are ost 
COM~~tcnt to use it e fectively , it maJ be .ointe" 01t t~q+ t~e 
~ ", "'sics DAT'lA.rt. ert of .. c "-ill Uni 'TTersi t r is pecu1 i~rly i ttc to 
n.ct 11 .... CllS otjq,!l of' +}~ .... c1':'ln i-:£13".1: . "'11e la\s o.f" rpd.';oactivity 
:erp, -CirHt discovere ' ... t __ cfi.iJ.l by ~ir ,rne ..... Itl er.cord , .t'rofessor 
Soddy f1. rl. t:teir associE te'3, anr .. the successors o.c t'hese rentlemen , 
Dr. ,v f'i~rl. Jr. "'r :. , hc.ve contiru€;d 9. .... ez.ter.iel tl ... e ,crk , flnd 
have a tta inA'l ""re<i" en:inence as or iF ill :.. ,L'e~e ,.l. .. ·ch&rs in radi 013.0 .... i .,.' t ... 

J.rt'h.ermore , t',e _ acdonR11 ... h~Ts1.cs B11'!.ldi!':.? pOf)""esses the :'ntriut;;!. e .. 
,.l "'€r~r cc .... tl~T 1.T't0 r t'i'l ~ • a:so t1:e .Lr ... 'ned t"'~""::ic'lJ Ata-cf re -

1uired. .. or -+;}p" coli8ction 0:: 'I"fj. ''-lID er.a-.:at:on , b.nd •. c;ill is thIs 
in 13. )ositinn to se~lre t~e llrgest po~sib:e SIp ly .c e~~~ tion 
for ". s t r i. b'l t . 0 n by t hue 0 ; + tee . 

One imp or td. .... t f'l""c tion 0 f' H' e COlI.' it tee .. i~ ..... be +c carefully 
choose th n rHOfl'1 I ·nst·tl"te~ ~o be entru'3+ed vli~:r "'it-Le e J),r'lut·on . 
':(~A Cllra. +. ve rrop8rt:'es 0"" r~lfli 111'1 are b~T no ~eans full., un" erstood. 
It is u~dorbtedly use 11 in some types of Dcer ~nd ot~Dr ~isea~es , 
~l-+; it i~ nparently useless, fni ~ossibly ~ rn~ll , in others. It 
i~ there~ore o~ th~ utrrost i~po~t~~" +:t.t s~ pltA 0 ~ ter~Bl 
s'hol11'l only bp, pt en "to t:t or"e "ho viill use .i t nroperly t study its 
e ~ects cere~lll~, a~~ report the e~ ects "i hOlt prejujice to 
t~e co~ittee qnd to tr.e pro~ession at l~rge . t 



MFMORAUDUl" on RADIUl rns';i; I~~E. 

~he Prsffiier of this province, having innicat d his intention 

of giving subatantial asoistencc to Io:::::earch in tne properties and 

medical tlfles 0 radium, it iB respactful1l' suggested that the most 

effentive ~~ o~ giving iris assistanc~ will bp. for the Government to 

expend the ;hol. rr.ount 0-: the proposed grant in the pnr'!hase of radium, 

of which 011C o;r ............. ~·ill eost approxjmately 105,000.00, ann th'1.t the 

Goyernment entru.st this rar.inm to a com1'1i ttep. '1f s-peciaJ.ists. 'Who may. 

if d0'1irable, be cnlled tl'=he 1.adil1m Institute 0 the ~rovince of Quebec t1
• 

The conud tte • or Ins ti tu te. stonla. be composed oop dis-

t ingTi.~!' ed surgeons find physi cians, l)oth FrenC)h aIHl .. nglish, who have 

alresd,V had. experience in radium work. 'l:here Rhollld also he on the 

coromi ttee t le~lf~t one mp.mber lvho h~l.B attained distinntion in 'Pure 

Science research on Ranioaoti vi ty. The members shonld F30rve vii thout 

pay. ancl the (luty of the corn:rnittoe shonld be to control the (li~trihution 

of rao.imll emanation among the research insti tutions. hospi tals ann 

indivi.llual physicians of the province in 3uch a way as to serve the 

best interosts 0 tr .. e publio. 

NO:(~3: 

1. One gram of ru.d .imrl, costing appro, . .ima tel.:1 ~aoo. 000., is the 
smallost ~l1a :'.ti y whi'3h lA lIkely to IH'ove effective. or ex.~mple: 
The i-:8.\11um lnsti tu te 01' law York has four grams, The .,:iddlese:x 
Ho~pi.tal. TJondon, fi"<Te grams. cnd son on, but several successful 
instl tutos in other parts of the v:orld have only a single gram, 
and this am O'.l.U "t , if properly cared ~or ann cOrlserved. t ~rill supply 
sufficient emanation for medical and scienti~ic research and also 
for hospi tFl.l usa in ~:ontr~al, nnci n certain amount will 8.1!=1o be 
available for clistri bution £l,mong competent private practitioners 
throlghont the province. 

I1. t ShOllld be noted that radiml"l itself is not (Erectly used 
in medica.l work. nor to anJ great extent in -"nre Science, but that 
it gi vas 0 f an ~mana ticn J or ga.,3. whj ch .l?0S'1tHl9~8 rsci.i oa.cti ve 
properties. This emanation is collected by the use of suitable 
apparatus and m&tilods and sealed in stria.ll gla.ss tubes for nAe a8 
required, the original radium in the meanwhile, without appreciable 
dimimltlon i.n qnantlty or a.ctivity. contintt.lnF! to proauce more of 
the ema.nation. 



- 2 -

Ill. While it is desirable that the committee should inolude 
represent~ti.e. ot the leading medical oolleges, both Frenoh aad 
English, and that the radium eaanation should be supplied to those 
institutions and persons (regardless of affiliation) who are most 
oompetent to use it effeotively. it may be pointed out that the 
Physios Densrtmant of KeGi1l University is peenliarly f.itted to 
aot aa ouatoaian of the radium itself. ~e la~s of radioactivitJ 
were first disoo.8red at _oGill b7 ~ir Ernest Rutherford, Prof.s.or 
Sodd7 and their assooiates, snd the suocessors of these gentleaen, 
,Dr. :i~ve and Dr. Gray. heve oontinued and. exte~1.5i the ;r;crk, and 
ha.e attainen lr8st eminence 8S original researohers in radioaotivity, 
FUrthermore, the KaodoDald Physics BuildiDF possesses the 1ntrloate 
Bnd very oostly B.pparR.tns and 81so tho tra nad teo~lnioB. staff re­
~uired for the oolleotion ot radinm emanation, and UoGil1 Is th.a 
in El "Position to SeOllre the largest pORai bIe ID1.!>!,l:; o~ emanation 
for distrlbntjon by the Committee. 

IV. Ona important tnnot10D of the oOmMittee wl11 be to carefUll1 
choose thA persons and inAti~tte8 to be entnlsted with the emanation. 
The ourative properties 0" radium are by no means fttlly understood. 
It i8 undoubtedly 118Atnl in AomA types ot canoer and other disea.e., 
but it is anparently uAele8s, and possibly harmful, in others. It 
iA therefore of the utmost importance that supplies ot msterlal 
8hould only be given to tho8e who will use it properl7. atud7 ita 
effects carefully. and report the ef.fects Without prejudIoe to 
the oommittee and to the pro~es8ion at lsrge. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 
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THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY 
DEPARTMENT OF COLONIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF' COMMI C;S IONER 

MONTREAL 

i vate. 

_ e a ir;-

oJ 9 teober 8t .. . , 

'r . l ank yn ha ~ ked me to for­
warJ you a copy of" e Cana ian I1lu trated 
'ontlly" I, .ich publ! hed the littls tory I 

wrote "hen visiting i .. gston at the time of t e 
Bo a rd of Visitorc inspection . You ma recollect 
th~t ! sat 0 po~ite to you during lunch on the 
train ""nd tha you tr e referr d to kno .• ing my 
brother .. ~ lan , no. :. an of' th~ :edicGl.l 'a~ulty 
of Alber a U . iver ~i ty. The atory l wo appear 
-ed in the ",epte!'l.ber 10 wue of It':::' .. e Vetern" uhder 
the title " >:l ol dier & A entleoan" and in various 
~ngli w h public""tionc. 

I oula ask you to be r in ~in1 in 
crltici winb the urticle to remenber that ~y vi~it 
to the Col l ege .70.= my fir::;t , nd that I .ad to 
get the atmoop~ere for the article into my ystem 
, ithi tr..e three days I a as thero. I .ave ha 
a very J reciative l etter from ~eneral ~acdonnell 
about it , and :ill c ooply lith :r.i~ reque t to 
get i t into Frenc _ publication~ . 

Your ~ re~pectfully 

~.-
General ~i r ~ rt .ur Curr i e, K 
l-rin~ i al - ' ·0 i l l 'Uht."" te. 



Rev. E. J. Rattoe, B.A., 
7indsor, Que. 

y dear Reverend·Rattee:_ 

April 
Twelfth 
1923. 

This ,ill aCknowledge 
receipt of your letter of tho 11th instant. I 
remember you very well. 

I shall keep tho subject matter 
ef your letter in mind and if an opportunity 
comes here I think the sugCostion made by you 
can be used I shall let ~ou know. Thero is no 
pOssibilIty o~ our increasing the present res1-
dent! 1 acco~~odation for SOme time to comet but 
there may be some change in the houses alread7~ 
conducted. 

~lth ~ll food ishes, I am, 

Yours faith~' lly. 

Principal. 





((~ I-

.~ 

?~~ q.~ , 

~ ~-v(4 --
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1\n old mill. 

SARTHE 

"Even near Paris so lonely that one 
'has no need to dress to bathe '." 

SEINE 

CANOE ERRANT 
MAJOR 

ULM: .. step-gables and half-timbering 
and city walls and the Minster tower." 

D ANUBE 

BY 

R. RAVEN-HART 

THE HALL OF LIBERATION: •• superbly 
placed, white stone above green-blue 

forests." 

DANUBE 
.I~====================================================~ 



FROM THE AUTHOR'S INTRODUCTION 

CA OE-CRUISI G has occupied my summers for 
th~ past five years, gi."ing me some ten tho~sand 
miles-from Liibeck 1fi the north to Les Samtes­

Maries on the Mediterranean and Kotor on the Adriatic, 
and from Budapest in the east to Nantes; and even within 
this area there must be another two thousand miles of 
worth-while waterways, to say nothing of Poland and 
Greece and Scandinavia and Finland, that canoer's paradise. 

I say" canoe-cruising" deliberately, rather than" canoe­
ing ", because to me the canoe is more a perfect means of 
travel than a sport in itself. For this reason, my rivers 
have very rarely been the difficult ones, although such 
exist, and in abundance, for those who want that side of 
canoeing. In fact, one of the outstanding advantages of 
the sport is the enormous variety it offers, from rivers like 
the Lech or Enns, which are as dangerous as many moun­
tain peaks, to "arm-chair" rivers like the majority of 
mine, where one is safer than on the average high-road 
to-day. 

This to answer in advance criticism by readers who like 
"real sport"; and to assure them that they can get it 
from canoeing. 

Again, many people like to use the canoe as an acces­
sory; to camp somewhere, preferably in the wilds, to 
cook, and perhaps even to hunt, their own food, canoeing 
around the central fixed camp and returning there every 
night. Given the suitable area this must be superb, but 
uch areas are rare in Europe, and cash has not yet allowed 

me to try elsewhere, in New Zealand or North America 
for instance. Personally, I prefer to move on every day, 
to " cruise" in fact, eating and sleeping at riverside inns 
rather than camping and cooking, especially in Central 
Europe where the foods are excitingly unknown and where 



most of these inns have contracted themselves to the Canoe 
Union as " Canoe Stations ", guaranteeing me cheap food, 
camp-beds or haylofts for 4d. or so, as well as real beds 
should I feel luxurious, of course, always free garage for 
my boat, and usually a free camping-site should I prefer this. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA, YUGO LAVIA (RIVERS, FORMALITIES, 

G IDES, TRANSPORT, DISTANCES, TI:VIE REQUIRED, 

CAMPING, INNS, ETC.) 



ILLUSTRATIONS 
SEINE. "Lost side-arms where no traffic can pass to disturb the king­
fishers."-CHENONCEAUX. "Astride the little Cher."-CHI ON 
CASTLE. On the Vienne.-RHINE. STECKBORN: "with an energetic 
little castle directly on the water." DIE SENHOFEN: "covered wooden 
bridge and some good step-gables near it."-DAr-\UBE. UUi: "step­
gables and half-timbering and city walls and the l\linster tower." THE 
HALL OF LIBERATION: "superbly placed, white stone above green-blue 
forests." REGENSBURG: "the heavy piers of the old bridge." MELK: 
"Handelian drum-and-trumpet pomp at its best in the palace monastery."­
HA VEL. POTSDAM: "with its palaces and its swans."- MAIN. KARL­
STADT: "just what one wants a German town to be." WiiRZBURG: 
"with rococo saint on the bridge."-RHONE. The bridge at Avignon 
a the canoer ees it.- THE CANAL DU MIDI: "rarely traightand with 
fine avenues."-SEI E." Even near Paris so lonely that one' has no need 
to dress to bathe.''' "The Pont de l'Alma, wi"th Napoleon's soldiers 
keeping stony watch."- SALZ1\CII. BURGIlAUSEN: "picturesque, with 
onion spires under castles."-DA UBE. DEVIN CASTLE: "at the mouth 
of the Morava, coming in quietly from Czechoslovakia."- V1\lI. "Wooden 
bridges with ice-breakers, and rough water below pine-clothed cliffs."­
ODER. " Sand beaches in the harbour made by the groynes."-SPREE. 
One of the few remaining old bridges, the central portion lifting to let 
sailing-boats pass.- WES R. "Pleasant villages below imposing hill ." 
-LAKE OF GENEVA" Arriving at Chillon in onc's own boat."­
RHONE. The ruins of L'IIers, " on a sudden rock above the willows ".­
SARTHE. An old mill.-ClL\RE TE. The Roman arch at Saintes.­
VEZERE. "Magnificent cliffs overhanging the water."-LA DES. 
"Lonely beaches below pine-trees." - DAL\IATL,\. "Sheer cliffs hun­
dreds of feet high." "The gulf of Kotor with its islands, below the moun­
tains of Montenegro." A deserted cbapel on one of the ovigrad" lakes". 
KOTOR: "Tucked away at tbe end of its gulf."-l\lAP: The Countries 
of tbe Cruises. Froflt alld Back Endpapers. 
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It is requested tbat tbis book be obtained tbrougb a Bookseller. 

To M ..................................................... ... . 
Bookseller 

Please send tIle ... ... ................ cop .................... of CA OE 
ERRA T by MAJOR R. RAVEN-HART, price 7s. 6d. net 

(postage 6d.), for ,vhich I enclose ......................... . 

NaJJJe ................................................................... . 

Address ......... .............. ..... ................ ... ... .. ..... . 

Date .................... .... .... . 

JOHN MURRAY, ALBDIARLE STREET, LOl DON, W. I 



Dear Sir, 

J'anUflr,y 30 
193 6 

I haYe your letter ot the 18th January 

with regard to the poss1bUity ot seouring the 00-

operation or a student in your proposed canoeing 

tour in the SIlJIIDer. I will see it it 1s possible 

to tind someono and it I 8UOO ed I w1l1 let you know. 

lfajor R.. Raven-Hart t 
"Les Lavandes" , 
La. "'lctat, (B.du R.) 
FRANCE. 

Yours yery truly, 


