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RADCLIFFE COLLEGE

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS

Dear Mr. Currie:

I have your letter of April 29. 1 am very sorry indeed
J J

that you cannot come to us on our Commencement Day.

Sincerely yours,

Principal A. W. Currie
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September
Fifth
1922,

L. A. Tascherean,
Prime Minister,
quebec, (ue.

Dear Sir:-

I was instructed by the Principal to
agknowledge receipt of your letter of August 29th,
with reference to the purchase by the Government of
radium for the use of the University of Montreal.

8ir Arthur left last Friday on the
Board of Trade continental tour and as your letter
only arrived that morning he 4id not have an
opportunity of answering it. He will communrnicate
with you upon hie return to Montreal the first of
October.

I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your obedient servant,

Principal’s Secretary.
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HO“"u .!.-:- F o T'—.’,L Gh&!‘ﬁ[}.‘u.
prime Wininter of Province of ‘uebec,

(e beae s ~a%e

orime HMinlsteri-

The arnmouncement of ths gift
of £100,000. from the sovernment of the Province of
nebec towards the satabliskment of & Redium Incztitute
in connection with the iniversity of lontreal has been
noted with interest and asporeciation by Metill University.

iccording to a report in the Gasettis
this morning, Auguet 26th, 1t sppears that only 76%
of that smount is to be expenddéd in the purchase of
yodium ond that the balanoce will be used for the
purohese of the intricate snd costly espparatus reguired
for the sollection of radiunm emanation, =md for the
seouring of & properly trained ataff. May I respecifully
point out that HeG1ll University 1s peculiarly fitted %o
set a8 the custodian of radium and to cerry out resenrches
in sommection therewlith. In the first place there is
already installed in the uscdonald Physice Fuilding of
this University the negessary faoilities for the storing
of radlum and the apparstus and alzo the trained technical
gtaff reguired for the ocollestiom of radium emanstion.
woarly twenty yoors ago Sir 1114iam Macdonald preaented
to Mosill the sum of 110,000 worth of radium and purchased
st the same time the spparatus above montioned. Since
that time Wedill imiversity hes occupled & most unique
position as one of the srant rodium centres in the world.

Mey I remind you that the lawe of radlo-
activity were first discovered at ¥otill University. This
disgovery was made by 'rofessor irnest Rutherford, (now
siy Bymest Tutherford) Frofessor Soddy nnd their sssoclated.

%he sucoe~sors of these gentlemen rFrofessor Rarnes,
professoy Lve and Professor Gray (the latier two AYe Now
on the staff of lcGill) have somtimued to extend the work
ard hove attained grest eminence s original resenrchers
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is better
um atudy than

in radio-uctivity., %o plage in the orld
known or longer known ng 8 cenitre of radil
HMoGille

In the second plage I think 1% will Yve
universally soimowledged that the Molill Medical School
is one of the groat medical schoole of the world, Neny
of the dootors on ite staff snd the profescors of the
medicsl sciences have beew keern students of the
medicinal value of radium emanation. Noeiill has the
trained staff already; i1t has the necessary apparatus
already; it has & long established reputation ns &
radium centre and as a great mediosl gghool, and I
telieve that the socientifioc world will Ye at & loss to
undergtand why Mo3ill Umiversity ahould have been
ignored when it came to the mattor of setiing up &
radiwn institution. They will consider it & pity 1f s0
large & proportion of the genercus grant by the Govern-
ment of the Frovinae of _uebeo is used for any other
purpose than for the purchase of radium in view of the
feot that the spparatus arnd the trained staff already
exist in ‘lontresal,

I would, thorefore,rospectfully suggest
that the whole of the {100,000, be expended in the 'ure
chogse of radium end that the Government entrust this
radium to & committee of specialists to be called 'The
sadiom Institute' of the Provinee of Luedec'. The
committes or institute srould be composed of distinguished
surgeons snd physiciasns, both French end inglish, who
have already had experievce in radium work. There should
2180 be on the committee at lesst one or two members who
heve attained distinetion in pure soience research and
radio-cotivity, The members of the committee should
serve without pay and the duty of the commities ghould be
t0 conmtrol the distridution of radium emonation among tis
research institutes, hospitels and individual phyeiclans
of the Provinoe in such & way 8s to serve the best
interests of the public.




Hone L. As Tosaheresu « 2 «

One very importent function of the sommittee
would be to choose carefully the persoms and the
institutes %o be entrusted with the emanstion. The
curative propersies of radium are by no moans fully
understood. It is undoubtedly useful ir some types of
canocer and other disesses, but it is apparently useless
and possidly harmful in others. It is, therefore, of
the utmoet importance that supplies of material should
only be given to those who will use it properly, study
its effeots ocsrefully snd report the effects without
prejudice to the committee and to the profession at
large.

I have Yrought this metter to youy
attertion, believing that my suggpestion will result

in the greatest solentific benefite being derived from
the money voted by your Governmment erd that, I now,
to be your only desire,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Tour otedient servang,

Principal.




August
Twenty-fifth
1922

~ ~ O

Personal.

Hon. J. Wicol,
Provincial Treasurer,
nabeec, P.Q.

-

Dear Mr. Yicol:-

I am en
which I have today addres

losing herewith a letter
ssed t0 the Prime iMinlster.

I think I may add little to what 1
have said to him, but to me, and to many others,
it is altogether inexplicable and unjustifiable
for the Government of the Province to choose the
University of Montreal in preference to MeGill or
in preference to setting up &n independent Radium
Commission. The Government seem to have forgotten
thet since the days of Professors Rutherford and
Soddy MeGill has been one of the first centres in
the world for the study of radium. Rutherford was
the men who first discovered the principles of radio-
aotivity.

I believe the Government have voted this
money in the hope that the medicinal value of radium
may become more thoroughly known and understood. Curely
1t ecannot be contended that the medical school of the
University of Montreal ranks with the medical school
of MeGill University; nor does the University of Montreal
enjoy & reputation &s a radium centre at all comparable
to MoGill's.

My view is that the Government should set
up & radium commission who wonld act as I have outlined
in my letter to Mr. Yaschereau, snd that none of this
money should be spent for any other purpose than for the

-

purchase of radium. Why spend money for apparatus and
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Quebec Will Equip Depart-
ment in University of
Montreal

Lower Hot
u'wun»m'

favor

: 2 1o hel

ible extent

Hon. Mr
‘mment’ 1

required for lonal, scientific,
materiz levelopments, we
wvored t ao

and inte

Then the Prime Mini
report 3

made in favor of I niHux!_
ed the hope that hig}
would follow S<@8 T
1t Government's action in
matt
a result of this announcement
emier, the much-discu
adium i ute for the cure of
will be a real in the provi
Quebec before long. After look-
ing over various locations, the Gov
ernment decided that Montreal
: ideal spot for this work, and
University of Montreal was chosen,
wheresa department will be equipped
and started shortly. It will be fitted
up with the most modern equipment,
and the sum of $100,000. set aside by
the Government for the purpose, will
be given to the un 1
This has been » 'S definite
statement made b he Government
rezarding the locatioc the jin-
| stitutes
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forward Step By Quebec
'S‘-.),\!}C t;ime 820 “we were able to give our readers
infolrmation in regard to important investiga-
tions and “tests which are still being carried on in
Great Britain in regard to the efficacy of radinum as a
eure for cancer, The tests were fairly successful, but
they had not proved <conclusive. It isa re-
imarkable fact that notwithstanding.the development
of medical and surgical knowledge the dread disease
is still & great mystery. Its causes are not known
with any degree of certainty; and the sure remedies
‘for it are still an unwritten book. Knowledge has
overtaken other diseases which mnot many years
gince were regarded as fatal. Today the fear of
diphtheria and_smallpox is greatly minimized; they
have been mastered. Tuberculosis can be cured.
Meningitis is no longer beyond the ppwer of the phy-
sician. But cancer is yet to be conguered.

The Government of Quebéc is now taking a step
forward in regard to this enemy of the race. The
sum of $100,000 is set aside for the establishment
of a radium institute for the purposes of experimen-
tal treatment of the disease. The Montregl Star re-
ferring to the matter regards this action of the gov-
ernment as “‘a splendid proof of the modern outlook
and humanitarian sympathies of the administration.”

It ig well; and tlie government is to be commend-
ed for applying the money to such a useful public
purpose, We have no doubt that other governments
kn Canada’ as soon as thelr financial resources will
Bermit will be glad to follow the example of Quebec,

e may fervently hope that the time when there

11 be such an institute in every province is not

[ away.
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PROPOSED RADIUM INSTITUTE.

The proposed gift from the Government of the Provinece of Quebec

of $100,000. towards the estebliskment of a Radium Instituts in con-
nection with the University of liontreal is noted with interest and
aporeciation.

It is respectfully submitted that a similar sum shonld be assigned
to MeGill University for the reasons stated below.

I. At the liacdonald Physies Building the theory of Radioactivity
and the laws governing the radiations from radium, ete., were dis-
covered by Sir RErnest Rutherford and Professor Soddy. This work has
been and is being carried on by numerous successors, notably Professors
Barnes, Eve, Gray.

The important research work is hampered and restricted from
lack of an adeguate supply of radium. The original gift of Sir William
Macdonald, magnificent at the time, supplied about 30 milligrams of
radium, altogether insufficient to-day. Well equipped laboratories now
require 1000 milligrams, costing about $100,000.

I. If ¥eGill University received such a gift the following
results wonld follow.

A. The research work into the properties physiecal
possibilities of radium eonld be properly continmed developed.

This is a necessary preliminary step.

B. The emanation from the radium supply coukd be collected
and issned to the Physiologists and Pathologists of keGill in order to
continue and develop research work on the effect of the radiations on
cell tissues and struetures. This is a necessary step towards cancer

research,

The supply of radium is not diminished by collection of the




continuonsly evolved gas, or emanation, which has properties as powerfnl
as the radium itsel®. In fact this digstribution »f the emanation ia
the usnal progcednre.

C. Supplies of emanation could be issued in small sealed tubes to
the leading medical officers of the chief hospitals for the actual treat-

ment of patients.

A representative committee of chosen physicians would be re-

quired to control the issue.
This proposal of a grant to HeGill University is snggested
as & necessary and desirable step in addition to the proposed grant to
the University of lontreal, not as an alternative. Such a grant to
NeGill wonld be a great boon to the medieal profession associated both:&iﬁﬁ
the university and with the great hospitals in Kontreal, and in the

Province of Quebec.



















MEMORANDUE ON RADIUK INSTITUTE.

The Premier of this province, having indicated his intention
of giving substantial assistence to research in the properties and
medical uses of radium, it is respectfully suggested that the most
effective wary of giving this assistance will be for the Government to

expend the whole amounti of the proposed grant in ths purchase of radium,

-

of which one coram will cost approximately $105,000.00, and that the

Government entrust thieg radium to a committee of specialists,

if desirable, be called "The Ladium Institute of the Province of
The commnittee, or Institute, shonld be comnosed of dig—

tingnished surgeons and physicians, both French and English, who have

e

already had expericence in radium work. There should also be on the

committee at least one member who has attained distinction in Pure
Seience research on Radioactivity. The members should serve without
pay, and the duty of the committee should be to control the distribution
0of radium emanation among the research instituftions, hospitals and
individual physicians of the province in such a way as to serve the

best interests of the public.

NODES .

1. One gram of radium, costing approximately ¢100,000., is the
smallest gquantity which is likely to prove effective. For example:
The Redium Institnte of llew York has four grams, The Kiddlesex
Hospital, Tondon, five grame, snd son od, but several guccessful
institutes in other parts of the world have only & single gram,
and this amount, if properly cared for and conserved, will supply
sufficient emanstion for mediecal and scientific research and also
for hospital use in Montreal, snd a certain smount will also be
available for distribution among competent private practitioners
thronghout the province.

It should be noted that radium itself is not directly used
in medical work, nor to any great extent in Pure Science, but that
it gives off an emsnation, or gas, whiech possesses radioactive
properties. This emanation is collected by the use of suitable
gpparatus and methods and sealed in small glass tubes for use as
required, the original radium in the meanwhile, without aporeciable
dimimmtion in quantity or activity, continuing to produce more of
the emanation.




While it is desirable that the committee should inelude
representatives of the leading medical colleges, both French and
English, and that the radium emanation should be supplied to those
institutions and persons (regardless of affiliation) who are most
competent to use it effectively, it may be pointed out that the
Physics Denartment of leGill Unlve*s*tv is peeulisrly fitted to
act as custodian of the radium iiself The laws of radiocactivity
were first discovered at LeGill %v ‘5r Ernest Rutherford, Professor
Soddy and their associates, and the successors of these zentlemen,
Dr. Eve and Dr. Gray, have ccntinmed and tv‘ﬁzie the work, and
have attained great eminence as original researchers in radiosetivity
Farthermore, the Macdonald Fhy 31cs 5u11aing possesses the intricate
and very costly apparatns and also the trained technical staff re-
quired for the colleetion of raﬁinm emanation, and lieGill is thus
in a position to secire the larzest possible sunnly o7 emanation
for distribntion by the Committee.

e
Lo

One important function of the committee will be tc carefully
chonse the persons and 1nnULtutes to be unt“wgﬁe: with the emanation.
The curative properties of radium are by no means fully understood.
It is undoubtedly nseful in some types of cancer and other diseases,
but it is nuparenulv useless, and possibly harmful, in others. It

ia therefore of the utmost *mportaqnp that *Vnn110~ of msterial
gshonld only be given to those who will use it properly, study its
effects carefully, and repurt the effects without preindice to

the committee &and to the profession st large,
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“Even near Paris so lonely that one
» 9

‘has no need to dress to bathe’.

SEINE

CANOE ERRAN

BY

MAJOR R. RAVEN-HART

uLM: ‘“step-gables and half-timbering
and city walls and the Minster tower.”

DANUBE

THE HALL OF LIBERATION : “ superbly
placed, white stone above green-blue
forests.”

DANUBE




FROM THE AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION

ANOE-CRUISING has occupied my summers for
the past five years, giving me some ten thousand
miles—from Liibeck in the north to Les Saintes-

Maries on the Mediterranean and Kotor on the Adriatic,
and from Budapest in the east to Nantes ; and even within
this area there must be another two thousand miles of
worth-while waterways, to say nothing of Poland and
Greece and Scandinavia and Finland, that canoer’s paradise.
[ say “ canoe-cruising ” deliberately, rather than  canoe-
ing ”’, because to me the canoe is more a petfect means of
travel than a sport in itself. For this reason, my rivers
have very rarely been the difficult ones, although such
exist, and in abundance, for those who want that side of
canoeing. In fact, one of the outstanding advantages of
the sport is the enormous variety it offers, from rivers like
the Lech or Enns, which are as dangerous as many moun-
tain peaks, to ‘arm-chair” rivers like the majority of
mine, where one is safer than on the average high-road
to-day.

This to answer in advance criticism by readers who like
“real sport”; and to assure them that they can get it
from canoeing.

Again, many people like to use the canoe as an acces-
sory; to camp somewhere, preferably in the wilds, to
cook, and perhaps even to hunt, their own food, canoeing
around the central fixed camp and returning there every
night. Given the suitable area this must be superb, but
such areas are rare in Europe, and cash has not yet allowed
me to try elsewhere, in New Zealand or North America
for instance. Personally, I prefer to move on every day,
to “ cruise ” in fact, eating and sleeping at riverside inns
rather than camping and cooking, especially in Central
Europe where the foods are excitingly unknown and where



most of these inns have contracted themselves to the Canoe

D

Union as < Canoe Stations ”, guaranteeing me cheap food,

i ]

camp-beds or haylofts for 4d. or so, as well as real beds
should I feel luxurious, of course, always free garage for
my boat, and usually a free camping-site should I prefer this.

1929.
1930.

19 3.

1932,

1933,

1934

CONTENTS

Awngnst.—PRELIMINARY.

June.—OISE AND SEINE. July.—LOIRE. July.—MARNE.

Aungnust—CANALS AND MEUSE.

June—SAaArR,  MOSELLE, RHINE. July—NECKAR
July.—LAkE OF CONSTANCE, RHINE. Augnst.—GER-
MAN DANUBE. Awngust. — AUSTRIAN DANUBE.

August-September —WERRA AND WESER. September.—
LAHN.

May—June.—INN, DANUBE, Vyrava, ELBE. June.—
MULDE. July.—UNSTRUT, SAALE, ELBE. July—August —
HAvEL AND LAKEs. August—MAIN. August—Sep-
tember.—SAONE, RHONE, CANALS AND LAGOONS.
May.—SFEINE AGAIN.  June.—SALZACH, InN, DANUBE
AGAIN., Junme.—VAH. June.—ODER. July—SPREE-
WALD AND LAKES. J#ly.—WERBELLINSEE, LowER
OpER, DRAGE, NETZE, WARTHE. Awugnst.—TRAVE.
Augnst—OERTZE, ALLER, LESUM, WUMME. Augnst.—
FurLpa AND WESER. Sepfember.—LAKE OF (GENEVA,
RHONE.

May.—SARTHE. June.—CHARENTE. June—RIVERS AND
LAKES OF BORDEAUX. July—ODDs AND ENDS. July—
SarzacH, INN, DANUBE: TO BUDAPEST AT LAST.
Awngnst—IN HUNGARY. Augnst—September —IDRAVA
AND DALMATIA.

=

1935 o36 087, .. = (ST DIoS QUIERE)
APPENDIX OF PRACTICAL INFORMATION. BoAT, EQUIPMENT,

INDEX

CLOTHING, DETAILS OF CRUISES IN FRANCE, BELGIUM,
SwiTZERLAND, GERMANY, AustRIA, HUNGARY,
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, YUGOSLAVIA (RIVERS, FORMALITIES,
GUIDES, TRANSPORT, DISTANCES, TIME REQUIRED,
CAMPING, INNS, ETC.)




ILLUSTRATIONS

SEINE. “ Lost side-arms where no traffic can pass to disturb the king-
fishers.”—CHENONCEAUX. “ Astride the little Cher.”—CHINON
CASTLE. On the Vienne.—RHINE. StEckBorRN: °‘with an energetic
little castle directly on the water.”” DIESSENHOFEN: ‘‘ covered wooden
bridge and some good step-gables near it.””—DANUBE. Urm: *step-
gables and half-timbering and city walls and the Minster tower.” THE
Harr or LiBERATION: ‘“superbly placed, white stone above green-blue
forests.” REGENSBURG: ‘the heavy piers of the old bridge.” MEeLk :
“ Handelian drum-and-trumpet pomp at its best in the palace monastery.”—
HAVEL. Porspam: “ with its palaces and its swans.”—MAIN. KARrL-
STADT : ““just what one wants a German town to be.” WURZBURG :
“with rococo saints on the bridge.”—RHONE. The bridge at Avignon
as the canoer sees it.—THE CANAL DU MIDI : ‘ rarely straight and with
fine avenues.”—SEINE. “ Even near Paris so lonely that one © has no need
to dress to bathe.””> ‘The Pont de I’Alma, with Napoleon’s soldiers
keeping stony watch.”—SALZACH. BURGHAUSEN : “‘ picturesque, with
onion spires under castles.”—DANUBE. Devin CAsTLE : “ at the mouth
of the Morava, coming in quietly from Czechoslovakia.”—VAH. “ Wooden
bridges with ice-breakers, and rough water below pine-clothed cliffs.”—
ODER.  Sand beaches in the harbours made by the groynes.”—SPREE.
One of the few remaining old bridges, the central portion lifting to let
sailing-boats pass.—WESER.  Pleasant villages below imposing hills.””
—LAKE OF GENEVA. “ Arriving at Chillon in one’s own boat.”—
RHONE. The ruins of L’Hers, ¢‘ on a sudden rock above the willows”’.—
SARTHE. An old mil.—CHARENTE. The Roman arch at Saintes.—
VEZERE. ¢ Magnificent cliffs overhanging the water.”—LANDES.
“ Lonely beaches below pine-trees.”—DALMATIA. “ Sheer cliffs hun-
dreds of feet high.”” “ The gulf of Kotor with its islands, below the moun-
tains of Montenegro.” A deserted chapel on one of the Novigrad ““ lakes ™.
Koror : “ Tucked away at the end of its gulf.”—MAP: The Countries
of the Cruises. Front and Back Endpapers.

ORDER FORM

It is requested that this book be obtained through a Bookseller.

Plegees enda e, ol D B ks of CANOE
ERRANT b4y Major R. RAVEN-HART, price 7s5. 6d. net
(postage 6d.), for which I enclose..........................

T R e L R S e e

T A A e e e IS e (e

B 7ot ey B W SEORE B B i s R e s s e
JOHN MURRAY, AusemArLE STREET, LONDON,




Dear Sir,

I bhave your letter of the 18th January

with regard to the possibility of securing the co-
operation of a student in your proposed canoceing
tour in the summer. I will see if it is possible

to find someone and if I succeed I will let you know.

Yours very truly,

Ma jor R. Raven-Hart,
nles Lavandes”,

La Cictat, (B.du R.)
FRANCE.




