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~~~~acG, 
McGILL UNIVERSITY f~~ 

MONTREAL 
, 

FACUl.TY OF ARTS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 
}.!:arch 27, 1930. 

Sir Ar~hur Currie, G. C.I.!.G., 
Principal, IvIcGill Uni versi tJ". 

My dear Principal: 

I am returning herewith all corresnondence with Professor 

"1.G. Petel'son of St. Andrews, TIhich you handed to me, and I need scarcely 

mention how highly this }'acul ty and especially the Departments of Classics 

and Engli sh appreciate 1'x. Peterson I s kindly offer to old UcGill. 

I have consulted with Dr. ,l.D. V'Toodhead, Chairman of the 

Department of Classics, and with Professor Cyrus MacMillan, Chairman of the 

Department of :P.nglish Language <:nd Li tereture, and we have agreed to offer 

the following suggestions. 

1. That the interest on the $10,000 which Professor 

Peterson purposes to bec:ueath by his will shall be applied to 

the payment of a scholarship of ~500, to be awarded each Jear 

to the most promising student in Classics, and to be known as 

the "Petel'son Menorial Scholarship". 

2. That the cost value of the proposed Peterson 

Gold Medal be used to found a prize of books to be given 

annually to the most promising student in Enflish Literature, 

and to be knorm as the "Peterson I..eIDorial Pri ze in Li ter-ature". 

The Department of Classics and the Depc,rtr'lent of English 

Li ter-ature each have a gold l'1edf11 at present, the Department of Classi cs 

the Cho.pman Gold :rv:edal, end the Department of English the Shakcspe2.re Gold 

Medal. ':e have also, E.S yo know, several other medals offel'ed annually 



Sir Arthur Currie, 2. 

but in recent years I should think that the students do not seem to have 

attached as much vclue to these medals as to other more distinctive scholar-

ships or prizes . Dr . Woodhead, Dr . II_acllli11an and I 11 think, therefore, 

that a prize of books would, at present, be more distinctive than another 

medal. 

Yours very truly, 

j~~0( 
Dean. 

Encl . 





me 1s s to other. ore dieti ctiv 
prizes. This vie is eonourr d in by D a 
of the Faoulty of rts nd by rofessor oodhead, 
Ch lrD n of the Dep rt ent of CIa sic and Proteasor 

c ~i11Qn. Ch ir ~n of tho Dopart~ nt of n 1ish 
L1 tera ture. 

I ould be T ry p1e sed to 
h r t you hin ot the e sugg st1ons. 

. Let once or express 
our incere ppreoi tion of your genero ity nd 
kin ne • 

Please remomber me to 
kindly to Prlncip 1 Irvine. 

1'0 , 

p.a. 

Ith 11 good iahes to 

I a1:'1, 

vor yours f lthfu11y~ 

Prlnoip 1. 

ay 1 thank you, too, for your indnes8 1. 
to your brother, ho was Tery kind to ~ 
I. 8 in Cairo Just oyer a ye r a • 1 
heard hather he 1. still thore or ot. 
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st. Andrews, Fie 

15th of April 1930. 

Dar.:i.r "~. Pr,lnc1palt 

Very many tbanks for your letter of' 29tha.rch 

1930 If I may say so - I think that what you suggest 1s just what is needed. 

I have aocordingly instructed r:ry lawyerp, .t.!essrs 

rore,Cholmeley ~ Co., 28 Lincoln Inn, Fields~ London, W.C., tp inoert a 

cla:o.se .1:n lW :il1 - 'Wnereby after r::J3' deat)l, the capital sum 01'$10,000. {or such 

~t~ ~v: as m~y. be required in Canadian Goverl~cnt otcek to give $500. p.a.) 

b~ r~i1 over to the Univ.ersity. This for the purpono of founding, efter ~ 

ce~th t f "P0tcrcon l!emorial. Scholarship". "This to be in Classics end to 

lineS" '1O'J. suggest. In the unlikely event of the study of ~la8eics 

dy1ng out at MaG-ill, I ask that the :Board. of Governors have po 1er to 

allocate the Boholnrsh!~ to some other Bubject. 

f1f'inanaially fi~" to start it now. 

I only ~ish hat I were 

Secondly, I respectfully ooncur in your BUvioe as 

to -the n:eteraon olI'.orial Prize in li1tcrature lf instead of a medal. To this 

en~ I have told lawyera to embody this !nw111. As you know I wish to start 

this as soon as convenient to the UniTersity. Till I die the value of this 

prize ill be sent by me annually to the Secretary of. the Un1versi~y. 

Possibly the Secretary will let mo know at 'hat date to send it and the amount. 

I S'l:!8gest $50. p.a. tor books for the "Peterson Memorial PriEe in Literature" -

and shall be moat happy to send this ao soon as the UniYers1ty can award the 

prize an~ annually therea~ter. 

I woUld ask you to accept my thanks for your own 

kindness in this matter - and to convey !IV" gratitude to the Covernors ,and 



-2-

to the ..Jean of Arts and the Heads of the Dep&rtments ot Classics and English. 

I am, 

S1r Arthur, 

Sincerely yours, 

(ai ad) .E. ~eterson 

P.s. ! 1'..o.+/c ""iven .. our rcnembranees to P"1p.cipal ::trvine. 

no in 28.& • was nono"!lr.ed by llle et ing you in Oat ro • 

1tf.y brother" 
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20th ebru ry, 1929. 

John T. Ro~, q. 
u bee City . P. Q. 

D r ~. RoaD. 

ro 0 ory eri vod to h r bout the 

de th n. It only c to uo quit indirectly~ 

but I e bled to our m Dsa e of eyrnp thy - both fro 

tle Univer ity and our elv 

On the oth r h nd, I do f 1 we ouelt to ke 

eo e montion of it. Jith n ppreei tivo note. in the Pro D, 

nd I onderod it th t 1ere b ine done. or. p rh ps. if it 

Dhould not b. So ny p opl h re ong our fr1 nd 

proei tod L dy P tor n so much . nd yet they h 

ot kno inc h t ha tr nopired. 

ith 11 kind rce rdo, b 1i vc me 

Sineor 11' yours 

no e ns 



~eter50n j!flemorial ~tbolar5bip jfunb 

COMMl'rTEE : 
Miss Dorothy Armstrong 
Miss Ellen Ballon 
Mrs. Boronow 
Mr. R. S. Bryson 
Miss Audrey Cook 
:Miss Ren~e D' Amour 
:\Ir. H. Dansereau 
~Iiss B. Donnelly 

DEAR ....................... . 

J\ICGILL UNIVERSITY, FACULTY OF :JIVSIC, 

323 W. SIIERBROOKE ST., 

Miss Ruth Duncan 
Miss E. Eager 
Miss Jessie Hannah 
:l\1iss Edith Johnson 
:Miss Elise Kingman 
:l\1r. Gordon Lewis 
~1iss D. Lutton 
Mr. H. McEachran 

MONTREAL, February, 14th, 1921 

:tIlrs. Ed. Mackay 
Mr. C. J. G. Molson 
l\Irs. l\Iothersill 
Mrs. M. A. Phelan 
Miss D. Rothschild 
pr , F J 

Mr. E. Sherrard 

You arc, doubtless, well aware of the strong personal interest ",·hieh the late Principal, 

Sir William Peterson, took in the establishment and development of the Conservatorium of :Music. 

The proposal to commemorate this connection by the establishment of a permanent scholarship 

fund, the interest of which would be available for annual scholarships at the Conservatorium, 

has the hearty approval of the present Principal of the University, General Sir Arthur Currie, 

and the University authorities as a whole. At present there is no permanent scholarship fund, 

the Conservatorium being dependent upon occasional donations. 

A provisional Committee, consisting of pa t and present students whose names are given 

above, has been formed. This Committee is anxious not only that eveJ'Y student who has been or 

is at present connected with the Conservatorium should contribute according to his or her meam 

. but that the funds should be raised qui('ldy so that scholarships may be ayailable for competi-

tion at the beginning of next Session. It will also welcome assistance from members of the 

general public who are interested in matters musical and wish to co-operate with the students in 

furthering the object in view. 

May I ask you to forward your contribution as soon as possible to me at the address given 

above. If a cheque is sent it should be made payable to "The Treasurer, Peterson Memorial 

Fund." 

Yours truly, 

-... Honorary S('('retary. 



A fortnight's campaign to raise 10,000 has been under­
taken by a Commit ee consisting of' past and present students of 
McGil1 University Conservato.1um of Musi. Of this Committee 

isa Jesale Hannah has been 8P!,ointed Chairman and r. Hugh 
cEa~hran Honorary Secretary. • 

The project had 1ts or~gln in the desire of many students 
that t e name of the late Sir W11lim ~eterson should be perpetu­
ated in some ay through the Oonservatorium in hich he a1 ays 
took a keen interest. The money subscribed ill form the nuc­
leus of a Peterson Memorial Scho1arsh1p Fund, and the interest on 
the capital sum 111 be devoted to sch 1arehips ~hich can b com­
peted for annually. Those in charge of the Campaign are anxious 
that sufficient funds sho, Id be raised at once eo that the 
Conservator1um may have at least one or t 0 scho1arshi~s available 
for next inter session. 

hile making a vi~orous ap~eal at the ~resent t1rn for 
subscrlpt10nsand hi le hoping that every ex-student of the 
Conserva ori~'1l ~ill support them by contributing something. ho -
ever small, besides relying on the kln~ help of all musl~-lovers 
among the general :public whom it Is obviously impossible dire tly 
to apT;l'oach, the Committee 0111d like tp point out that the und 
w1ll !.1l1aye be requiring augmentation it' it is to serve the pur­
pose eepected of it, which 111 be that of .roviding means whereby 
tale ted st dents ho would be unable othe tee to do so may be 
helped to st dy se~io sly. 

General Sir Arthl'l' Currie in 8 letter to the Committee 
writes-

ftI 8p~rove Thoet cordially of the desire of the Fa~ulty 
of MtlSic to give expression to its 8IJP.reciation of the efforts of • 
the late Sir illiAm peter13on, in placin U1..lsio on a eo nd footing 
in this University by creating a fUnd from hieh Sch0larsblps 
caul be provided. 

"1 feel that s ch an effort on your part ill rece1ve the 
cordial approval and upport of all those ho have attended the 
Oourses in Mvsic at this University. hile many other m'Bi~-lnvers. 
I believe. ill gladly co ·tribute to the fund. 

ftI o'ld sugg et that hen you once beein to raise noney 
for thiB purpose you '"'&1'1''1 on vigorously untl.l a satisfactory 
amoun, is re"elved." 

For the information of the I!Jr txpublic generally it 
may be added that th~ough the generosity of the 1 te Sir 111iam 
Macdobald the University as put into a POSition to fUlly re~og­
nise the s tatl.H! of the Conserve torium 1 thout feeling cmxlety as 
to the ays ann means of eff1oient.y carrying it on, but this 
freedom fron a.nxiety can oe but temporary, since the devel0I=ment 
fOllowing the War has meant increased expendit're end they realise 
that the present building le inadequate. It iF evident that 
there are no fUnds at their disp~sal for scholarships, and this 
campaign ~f the students le an attempt to supply a need hlch 
could not be met in any otrer -ay. 


