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r en:-

• 

. c our ... 



lion. F. • McCur y, 
nieter of ?u 110 orks" 

Otta • 

Dear .aCurd~:-

liovember 
", ent'"'-second 

1 ... 0. 

I h e Joen Infor e y tis E. .B. 
rren th t the ue tion of pure ~si~, or ot er. 

wise, the palntln~s lch she h ~de wl11 shortly 
e eol ed t e ~n 110 orks lttee. 

t e emorial 
hen the bu1"l 

la erected. t 
of the .douse 

to s 
tro 

th t 1 rren 
le In order to 

tin 1 the lctures, 
she h 8 gone from 
p inted the flags 

• 
the y find e. lSQe in 
t ottawa. Until ~be tl • 

emonals I)ncl Trophies 
pI ce on the walls 

ith a.l.i 00 is es, I am, 

ver ours f 1 thfully, 

Pr1 alp 1. 
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF PUBLlG WORKS 

OF CANADA, 

OTTAWA . 

27th ~ovember, 1920 . 

General Sir _ rthur Currie, G. C. !.: . G. , 
Principal, McGill University, 
iciontreal, p . Q . 

Dear Sir .rthur,-

I have your letter of 22d instant . 

For some time past ":iss 'arren has 
had a proposal before the Government to 
pur chase, at 010 , 000 . 00, certain paintings 
which she had executed . The matter was re
ferred to the Advisory rts Oouncil , and 
their recommendation was not in favor of 
a c c e:r tan c e. 0 f w hie h d e c i s ion r: i s s n , a r r en 
was notified by the Arts Council. some weeks 
ago . 

yours sincerely , 



Founded 1844 
THE CITIZEN PUBLISHING CO .• Limited 

PUBLISHERS 

An Independent Clean Home Newspaper 

MORNING· EVENING 

OTTAWA, 
Canada 

Gellerc.l Sir Arthur W. C'.lrrie~,G.C .B. ,K.C. ,L.G., 

McGi:i.l University. , 

Montrea.l. 

Q,ue. 

Sir :-

W. M. SOUTHAM. Managing Director 
H. S. SOUTHAM. SeeretAry-Treuurer 

The encl06 cd nrrl~ed edi torinl has reference 

to Miss ,arren t s pictures of the regimental and 

King's colorE'! of b ttalions 11ich 'went overseas 

as units. The Citizen is keenly interested in 

helping to have these pictures retained in ottawa, 

preferably in the national ouildinc.>s, Parlia'!lent 

Hi:"l. le feel t .at an expression of opinion from 

you reenrding t.le pictures 'lO"l d be :'lost valuable. 

I wou:"d, therefore, greatly appreci~te any co~~un-

icatiol1 you could [';ive us for publication. It 

would afford :ile the opportunity to nake fc:rther 

editorial reference. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

CAB/G 
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2nd Deoember, 1 20. 

, 

Charles • Ba n. IS •• 
f! he Citizen" , 
ott .:n, 
Ca.rm. a. 

D .. vir.-

1 t i 
I be; to 0 "no ·led ..... e r eei t of yo'r let', r o£ the 

tant to hiC?h . s a tt ~hed a. olippin. om" ~c Cltiz n". 

I Y ,Ja~' t ha.t I ::no! 'lS3 _rren' 0 iotnr Et very all in
deed, thou my ignora.~co of paintlne; dOGS not ,justify me in ex
prc oin' any ouinion .c to th ir artt tic vElu • t I ao .no. 
is tl. t he • S Oyt ener ..lotio enc conae! ntiOtl in havin" 
f~i thful portra~al 02 the bj ot. ':..ho men, a t erc ar i 
the pi~ture' a groat ny. a you 'o~, re ei ~ed fro~ life. 
he oolours ere _ in.ed fro. th ot al colou.~ o. Jhe re 1 n~t 

and t u rroundiR 0 are a nit ful ~p oduction 0 th sce.e in 
he bbey. beo u .... e that i h r h p in+e t 'Pl~ture. I 0 

not believe t t ,here is amon tall ,18 Can i n ar pictures 
one ~hlch ls ore e.B. t in etall, and I do 'no . at many o. the 
pic~ure .hich C ds paid for ha , eon painted in their 
stu,dios by arti ts ho~ in the painting, ive no evlde .e of 
ever having s an the place or ~he s ~lB.tion or the circuIDat }c 
hloh t y see- to depict. any of the pictures hlch Canada 

has bou ht. and I presume paid or, are Ihat the ordinary un
educe"ed p r on like myself re ard as fr ak lctlITes. I hcve 
s en an exhibition of th e pictures and also I Bp nt all vhe 
month in ranee that Cun di~n troops er .h.re. I never saw 
any thin hich by "he wilde t stretch of im8a ination appear to 
bo 1hst 0 of tlv e rtists h ve painted. I frankly droit 
that possibly it is my ignorance of Art that leads me to mru e 
sueh a. atat cant t but I Bubi.l t that the"e icture are intended 
to be of interest to oth r ignorant peonle 11 e my~elf. They 
are not merely for the so-called artists to vieu and enjoy. I 
kno that Iss arran's pictures ar true nd faithful port eyels; 
not onlyha she spent a reat eel of time in intin~ th n b't 
she h' s a ont a n-r'Jat deal of money .nd one to u rest dea.l of 
trouble to et thorn tr e to life. I ~nOl vhe Can dian ~ov rn ent 
are nder nO obli atio11 to buy h r pict trea, yet it ill cause 
s prise to rn~ny people. and possibly some non r us ell aB to 

hy the (}ovcrnment refu ,ed to consider Ulsa .arren's patn in J 

hen they have be n saddl d by some of th fre ~a I have r ferred 
to above. Possibly there a e some Iho rnuy s~y that perh ps it 
as boo u a riGS arren, being only a .oman, did not GnO .. t ,a 
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Charl s • Bo Irnla.n. sq • 2nd Deceob r. 1(20. 

..... .... 
• 
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value of eotablishing p.oper b siness relations 
whoJe oay-so the ~ov rn~ent ~cted. I do not :no 
Gov~rn~ent have offered ~iss erren &nythin for h r piot rea. 
r hEve been told by her th t he s simply told they .er nIt 
interested. The pictures m no 4 be orth hat whe val eu 
them at, but 4 ey ought to be orth oo.thin. nd I think 
3he ahould be made an offer. I 'no 'I that he painted the . 

entirely on her O~ responsibility_ ~hey are of no intereut 
to ny one except to C nn~a or to a Canadian. 

I ay, r. 0 n, th t this is a personal let~er 
to JOu, nd Is not lnt nded or pnbli~ation. I do not i h to 
be invol ed in any public controversy ith the Gov~rnrn t s to 

et er they should purch 80 he icture or not, that is en
tirely their 0 fir; but, hould the T not do so. I. or 
ono, ould not 0 ablo to .0 p my ind h they rejocted 
h_rs an accepted some of the reakish thin 8 they h ·e bo ht. 

orkin of the ar 'c 0 i~l 0 rd and the records Or
~nizatio S ould m k a v ry interestIng tl Y. and, no dou t. 
oul b hi hly interestln~ •. 

ver ~o'rs faith 11 , 

Princi 1. 
,/ 

1 cl . 
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2nd Doe ber, 1920. 

Fon. • B. .0 urdy f 
li i'~er of ?ublie or.B, 
ott 'I , 
'C 'e. 

I have your 1 tor o. the 27th 
erone, to i.a arran's naintOn,. I no 
ts Council eel ne to rceornmen their nraho o. 

it ro
l; dvisor 

I q liJ..{') realJ.~c 4, l",t -l'1._ I: c tal' inie i entirely 
t 10 bt sin'l 0 t"i. f. ""udian 1')v .r I will also ay r. t 
r ilo not no nether is" .trren's &i1'1vin, , orth I0,OOO. 
or 10. I m a v,ry i no a.nt p .. r on ~he it 'JO .... s to oil pa.1nt-
in~ , bu· I probably no BC h about the s t r .... t 
I:la ';ority 0 peop1 ho 11 ea the ar _ orifil p intings 

ought d P Ld for, I p as me, by the Canadian 0 rnrn nt. It 
ill be h r fo'" e co on p oplc to unClar t nd l1y the TOV rn
cnt .efused to offer fios arr n anytn1n for her naintin~ 
~hen t~ey have b .sn addled "\7ith O:!le 0': the outlandishly fre -.. -
ish thin s 'I ich I have seen axh11 ited as r .-emor.ial laintings. 
the pr'Vp rty of the Cana.dian ~ov I'n nt. I ltno r this, thet 'fiSB 
arren B nt non ha and oonths in getting her aintings faith- . 

fully exact. tha it. urea in it re painted from 11fe, f;he ne J 

in it ra an me.t reproduction 0 the colo'rs'f of the re 1 ent, 
'11 t e b ~oun is 0.100 fa! thfu11y portr y d. as. the "Pictures 

~ere p lnt d 1n ;he b ay it elf. I have loo~ed at 0 her plctur s 
h1ch yo have urenased nd hieh are sup 0 ed to represent 

scenes in r nee. I sup 0 a I a ant s long 1n r nee as any 
other C na ian durin th ar, yet I cannot. by th lildest stretch 
of i gin tion, bel! ve that I ver sa such scenes aa some of 
the e piotures reuent. It appear to oe that some of them TIera 
painted by artists ho, in their tudlos, Java fre rein to th ir 
imaginat~on. If th rts Advi ory Co .ittee have re 0 ended the 
purohase of ,h se 0 ,h r ainti s solely on account of their m~rit. 
it ill b h rd for GO e of u to tn r t nd hy they have not 
oonDld~rod iaB arren's plot re .orthy 0 n offer. I:no that 
Sir ob r~ H.0rden' 8 opinion as that ~1os rr nf s pictures' ere 
orthy of~Ko ~id~ra.tion, and. I, or one, ran~ly believe t at they 

n ver r celv d very mUoh consideration. 
Yours it!! lly, 

A cl • Princi el. 
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mE CITIZEN PUBLISHING CO .. Limited 
PUBLISHERS 

An Independent Clean Home Newspaper 

MORNING - EVENING 
W_ M. SOUTHAM. Man&&ing Director 
H. S. SOUTHAM. Secret .. ry-Treuurer 

OTTAWA, 
Can .. d. ,Dec. 6t .1920. 

General Sir rtl"ur ! Curri • G ••• , K.C.~ .G., 

llcGill Univeraity. 

"ontreal. Q.u • 

De<:..r Sir:-

Thar~l: you. very much for your helpful 

letter with rec<:rd to Yio~ <:..rre~1 ' s pictures. 

note ilhat you s y t_ at it is Co .Dersont.-l etter 

not inten ad for pub i tion. I ohe . respect 

your desire to ~~eep out of <lIlY pu lic controvers;)r 

7ith re;ard to t le pictures. 

11th every good wish, 

ours very tru:YJ 

CAB/G 

.S. Any future editor ' al referring to t.e pictureo 

vli"_ e :for -. I e in c. m-:.r :ed copy to you. 
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Personal. 

OFFICE OFTHE MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS 

OF CANADA, 

OTTAWA. 

December 6th, 1920. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.~.G., 
frincipal, 
BcGill Lniversity, 
ilontreal, 
P. 0.. 

Dear Sir _rthur,-

lith reference to your letter of 
2nd instant, 1 desire to also range myself in 
the ranks of those who feel themselves unfitted 
to pass an opinion of value on works of art. 
Doubtless because my predecessors in office were 
similarly circumstanced, the .. dvisory __ rts 
Council was c~:led intG 1eing to advise in 
selection when the Government was acquiring workS 
of art. 1 should be quite uLre~d; to ~ct excc}t
in€ on their advice. 

1 shoulu c~y that the :dvisory ~rts 
Council has not recom_ended tne pu~chase of any 
of the Var iemorials referred to in your 
letter, and h&ve rersona.:ly expressed ther lselves 
very much alon€ tne line you hGve with recard to 
the merits ~f some of the pictures. 1 understand 
the collection W&s made by the Can~~iaL 7~r 
Records overseas, ~nd ~hile quite likely, on 
account of the rassing out of the bony th~t 
collected them, the Canunian Government may find 
themselves in posseSSion, it "Ilill be without cost 
to the treacury. 

1 u. sure you will &gree with me th~t 
a percon in a IositioL of reclonsibility would 



... -2-

not be on safe bround were he to proceed to act 
in m~tters that he knows he is unversed in, 
except on the advice of recognized ex~erts . 

With kind regards , 

Your s sine e re ly t 
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u ., 

~enr r. n re s:-

... 4t· in tant anrt c 
in- a cop of 

. 1th ho I '1 

~our Qod' is 

I h.ve your 1 tt 
e·t r l? to it 

r I rote to .. J.r. 

the 

on10 co on 

t IsG arren's 
di~n authorlti~s 

aint er pictures__ I 
in~luence in London, 

cordially oCilTO n ting , 

.v r our;") _ it.l. ully, 

11 



G . ""'"'"'"'7 0» ('A~)A INGORPOltt\TED ~ 

OFFICE OF THE 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 

-0 

CITIZEN BUll.DING 

CANADA. 

1". O. BOX 384 

PHONE q 3263 

~ 6th, 1921. 

Sir ~Jthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, 

~Gill University, 
Montreal, .P.~. 

Sir: 

Re "Canada t s Tr i but e tt • 

Because of the interest, which you pave previously shown 
in Miss E.l!.B. "{arren's offer of the above paintings to the Government, 
I am taking the liberty of fo~varding, for your attention, copy of a 
memorandum submitted to the Honourable the Minister of Public Works, in 
this regard. 

I trust that you may find it possible to lend your support 
to the suggestion advanced. 

Uac/H 
Enc. 1 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

.~ 
ecretary-Treasurer, 

.A. of Canada. 
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The Honourable F.B. McCurdy, 
Minister, 

Department of Public Works, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

Slr;-

May 2nd, 1921. 

Re-IICanada's Tribute" by Miss E.:r.: . • B.Warren. 

In accordance with our recent conversation 
regarding the decision of the National Art Committee against 
the purchase of paintings of the Canadian Colors in Westminster 
Abbey (ttCanada's Tribute) by Miss E.l(.B. Warren, I respect
fully beg to submit the following memorandum for your consid
eration. Without calling into question the good faith of the 
Art Committee, or the competence of its Chairman, Sir ~dmund 
BJron .Wa1ker whose devotion to a~t in the public interest is 
gratefully acknowledged- our petition is that further consid
eration be given t~ the desirability of securing the pictures 
for Canada, in view of the friendly interest taken by many 
Canadian soldiers in Uiss yVarren's work, and the widespread 
I)ub1ic interest among Canadian men and women in the subject. 

During the months that Miss Warren worked on 
the pictures in the Abbey, before the armistice, Canadian 
soldiers on leave came frequently to see the paintings of their 
colors. InVariably, they expressed the keenest interest and 
pleasure, and, in many instances, gra.titude, to the woman artisit 
who had conceived this inspiring idea. The visitors to the 
Abbey were of all ranks, in the large majority, non-commission
ed men. 

The action of the Ottawa branch of the Gre~t 
War Veterans' Association, last autumn, in asl:ing for the honor 
of housing the pictures in the veterans' Club, until they could 
be more permanently placed, reflected the attitude of Cana.dian 
ex-service men generally. 

Coupled with the interest of ex-service men 
and the general public is the warm support end approval of the 
pictures by Sir Robert Borden, Prime Minister of Canada at the 
time they were painted-they were indeed finished in Ottawa, 
where the artist worked in the Prime Minister's Office for a 
final sitting of Sir Robert Bordan- also, Sir Arthur Currie, 
Commander-tn-chief of the Canadian Army Overseas, equally 
endorsed the paintings. 
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The pictures appeal to the ordinary man as 
symbolic of the great part played by the Canadian Army in the 
War. As symbols, truly executed, they may reasonably be ex
pected to increase in historic value. Every detail of the 
colors, uniforms, and the Abbey architecture, would seem to 
be accurately and beautifully done. Miss Warrents reputation 
as a painter of interiors stands high among artists. 

With regard to the value of t .' e pictures, as 
works of fine arts, the following are unsolicited opinions ef 
men of eminence in the art world. They areOxcerpt~ from private 
letters to Miss Warren, the originals of wnic h ar e available 
at any time: 

"OPINIONS OF ~lSS E.M.B.WARRENtS PAIN~INGS OF 
CA.LA.DIAN COLORS In lESn:INSTER ABBEY. 

Sir David Murray, R.A.,President,RoYal 
Institute of Painters in later Colors, London, says (after 
seeing colored proofs): 

"The warm tinted one gives me the impression 
of a VERY FINE PIG~URE " I:~::LY CON C ' I VED .f.}T D HELL CARRIED OUT. 

IT S':i'RIK .... S ME AS A S .... ilIOUS A!-TD WELL A~~D 
ARTISTICALLY CARHL~D OUT RECORD OF ~HE DISAS~ .... ROUS WAR, far 
more satisfactortly than the great number of colossal can
vasses which have been publicly exhibited and in most cases 
unworthy of the great opportunity given to artists. 

1 hope it will be favourably considered by 
some public gQllery committee in Canada and there find a home 
where it will do you credit". 

Bu r 1 e i g h B ru hi. P res i den t, Br i t ish W ate r col 0 r 
Society, London. says: 

"1 consider your ~ork as re g ards interiors 
and lighting effects, as good as, if not superior to, that 
of many who are more widely known. 

I hope they (the two War pictures) will 
meet ith the success they deserve." 

H. Davis Richter, R.O.I.Decorative Artist, 
South Kensington, says: 

"It is such a finely conceived subject and 
treated with the dramatic force necessary for such a subject. 

Doubtless the Canadian Government will se
cure this record, er it would make a splendid centre for the 
next exhibition of the Royal Society of British Artists." 
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a.y 
inth 

19~1. 

C. G. se ell, U.t 

om1nlon ~eereta.rY-lrea r r. 
J • • • 0 0 f . ana at 
Citizen ul1din t 

ctt a, Ont. 

D ,a.r r. o e11:-

yo r 1 tter of 
too 1 sed to 

e",urdy re 1 

I b ,.,. to 
the 6th 0 
su port yo 

arren' 

e mo 1 e recei t of 
y nd :111 e only 

~ letter t e ·on. r. 
ictures. 

Yours faithfully, 
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Is s Emily ~'o arron, 
25 .estgato Terrace, 
B rl'e Court, London. 

y doa. iea arren:-

July Llth, 1923. 

I .... m v ry el to ackno fledge 
re~elpt of ~our letter of Jun ~Oth and to thank 
you for the opportunitu on ave gi e. NcGill 
University to purchase JOur tiO pictures 7Cnnada's 
.. r bute'. 

I n vor.! c.rJ to. t t Lis Univers t;r, 
Iik ID ny other institution ;o-day, is very lard up 
nd there are no funds at my diG~ODal at present for 

s ch a purpos. I would be interected in knowing. 
though, just what price you would have set upon the 
painting. I have al~uye been very sorry they were 
not purchased for the gallory t Otta a. 

T hope I may have ~t pleasure of 
Gein rou Jhen you visit Canada next autumn. 

'ith all good wishes, I am., 

Yours faithfully, 



, .. -' 
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ss Emlly • B. arre~. 
The Ladies College, 
F1rst Avenue, 
Otta a,Ont. 

y aear Iou arr n:-

hovember 6th, 1923. 

I am this morning in rec ipt 
of your noto ot 0 e~ber 3rd. 

I roally do not seo ha I can 
givo you an apPointment on Friday betw on 2.30 an 
G p.c., as I havo a luncheon ongagement that day 
hlch may ell last until bout three,o'clock. At 

that hour 1 have a moetinc in my 0 fice and at five 
o'clock I ne un oll1nc a roemor1 1 tablet in th 
Scionco Building. It might 00 that the 1 tter 
funotion ould be 0 er about ten mlnut to six, hen 
I co ld give you a few minutes, 

I cm sorr~ you ara passin t ro Ch 
on u d y so ompletely taken up. 

Yours faith~lly. 





Y1S8 E.~.B. Warren, 
The Ladle8 Oollege, 
18t Avenue, 
Ottawa.Ont. 

Dear Ui.. arren:-

~aroh 26th, 1924 • 

• 

I beg to aoknowledge receipt 
of your letter o~ ~arch 25th. 

You say that you have writteD 
General U&odonell a8king him to provide 8paoe 
tor your p10ture8 at the Royal ~llitary College. 
I' should think that the General would be very 
glad to do thIs.. I am writing h1m a little note 
as you suggest. • 

I am very sorry that you are 
having all the hard luok 1n dispo81ng ot your 
pioture8. 

With all good wishes, 1 am, 

Yours taithtully. 





~ t£; ~ 
~~ 

\, d~ o'",~ 

~/~~ 



~ nuary 2V. 1933. 

D r 0011 y~ 

ith r t r nc to your t 1 phon conv r-

tion 1th to 'Y on t th o plctur s 

by 1. g in 1 

t b 11 rr n n 1 

th Go m nt a" b d r-

It, p in 

to 

Bord 

th plctur at th 

h rtoCnd. 

of' th Art 

he , a t n t 

o the Gov m . t· h d no ur-

Go rn nt th t Y .oul t 

ti e III • Bh brou ht 

hlblted th to th 

nd t 0 tim dl 

ir ctor 

vcr rec 1 v 

ny 

y 

nt Th Prlnclp 1 dds t he 

n 

nc 

too f r in 0 yi th t 

t Go rno t during th 

h r to pint h it 

had no encour 

r ~ if' hoy did 

1. provine to 

~no 1.. H 1. orry. but to th be t ot hi G r c0110c-

ti t i 1 11 h Y bout the tt r. 

Your faithfully, 

S er t ry to t Principal 



Inter-department Corr:;spohdc'JFe II!'" 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

e 0 for the fil s: 

this orning. askIng bout the err 

er t ry. telephoned 

pletures t at hang 

1 n -aye Ha 11. Mr. Beat ty had had letter fro~ Dr. artIn 

ith ret~rence to n nqu1ry from Dr.Flnnl ,on ohalt of 

lsa rren, as ing if cGlll ould not buy t pie tur s. 

i s rren had spont thouc ndo on the ane yet a~ i1ling 

to 1 t them 0 for about 2,000. -r. Be tty told "I ss 

Trcleavon that there a no c ne of cGill buyln th 

Sir Arthur had consi derabl corr spondenc ith 

iSD erren about these pictures, nd lso with other p opl 

on her b£Jh It, I told Is Treleaven the situ tion. 

Zhe asked to t lephon Dr. Finni and t 11 hi that 

cGlll could not fford to buy the • I d1 d this, ex-pl 1ning 

to him the situation r vc led by corr apondenc on file. 

He as quite satisfied. The r pli of t ictures 'hich 

had bee foraarded to r. Be tty ar b ing r turned Dr. 

FinnI nt hi s request. The Is a. pas si bili ty that is s 

erren ay take the pictures a y no that he is ure e ill 

D. c urray. } not buy thorn.. D. ~c .. 


