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ROY M.WOLVIN 
PRESIDENT 

BRITISH EMPIRE STEEL CORPORATION LIMITED 

G .A..BLE AnDRBSS '13REMSTEEL" Ortice or the President 

MONTREAL , CANADA 

16th July 1924 

Sir Arthur 7i. Currie, G.C.H.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice Chancellor, 

~cGill University, 
ontreal. 

Dear Sir: 

I have your letter of Zuly 11th referring to a 
letter from our General ~anager of Coal Sales under date of 
July 9th, all relative to the coal supplied fOr McGill 
University for the next t1elve months. 

I must assume that it is your personal desire that 
the University should use Canadian coal, all other things 
being equal, and if the contract has been placed for other 
than Canadian coal this year, that as far as you are concerned 
it must be through not having personal knowledge of it, or that 
you must feel that it would be impossible for Canadian coal 
to be sold at a price to give you the same results as the 
contract which you have apparently made. 

I note you state that our representative returned 
to your people and offered to furnish them with Canadian coal 
at whatever you might figure was the equivalent price in value 
as co~pared with American coal, but that the business had been 
closed with another company. Our people did not undersvand it 
this way, and reported here that they were advised that the 
order had not been placed, but that a decision Lad been arrived 
at to buy. American coal as it gave better results. I regret 
that if this was the condition at the time when our representative 
called some effort was not made to give us an opportunity to 
meet the price even if we were selling coal at distress prices, 
as we are making some low prices this year in order to furnish 
more employment in the coal mines. 

Let me suggest that when it comes to next year's 
contract we both give it a little more attention to the end that 
Canadian coal will be used by UcGill University. 

Yours very truly, 

President 
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SUPERIN'l.~ENDING ENG:I~EER.:3 

DEPARTMENT 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

Princip9.1. 

D~l!.r Sir;-

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

December 5th. 

With reference to the question of comparitivp. costs of 

using coa.l a.nd oil fUel in our pow~r plant I wo~ld submit the 

fcllowing figures:-

During la.st year ther-a W9.S produced 70 million pounds of 

ste~ with a coal ~onsumption of ~500 tons ~t , .75 per ton~ the 

pr4~3ent prlce of our co~l, this gives a. tota.l yearly cost of 

~pproximately , 30,~00.OO 

To produce 3. corresponding qua.ntity or steam us::.ng oil tuel 

would r~quire ~bo~t 3000 tons of oil. The price of oil ~~el has 

v~ried from ~t cents per gallon a year ago to about 10 ce ~ts at +h~ 

pr "9ent time. Figuring oil at , cents per gallon wou1 1 give a. ye°i.rly 

~09t of a.pproxima.~9ly , 60,000.00. 

The possible labour saving by using {uel oil I!{oula ba the 

dispensing with two coal trimmers now employer! for seven months of 

the yeO),r or about $ lLJ..OO.OO per yea.r. This sa.ving would be l~rgely 

offset by the interest and dep · ... eci3.tion charge on the cost of 

inst,allin! ~tor3.ge t3.nks, piping ana oil burning app~ ~a.tu9. 

Rcughly I would 9stimat e th it tie extr3. cost of oil fuel woul ~\ 

be 3.bout $2'~OOO.OO per ye3.r. 

I do not think th~t you require any detail alscus9ion of the 

va.ri')·J.~ fa.ctors entering lnto a. comp-\ri~on of thi~ kind, 



SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER'S 

DEPARTMEN'l.' 

McGILI~ UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

-2- Decemb~r 5th. 1'2~ 

9uch as heating ~ontent of oil and c08.1, t".:>lative effici~ncys of 

boilers us ~ ng the two fue13, etc., and 1 have simply given you 

c omp~rat i ve fi ur e9 Wl th these vq.ri ous p r) int 9 ta.ken int 0 

con9id~ra.tion. 

/' 

Yours truly, 
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!be President, 
Brltlah Empire Steel Corporation LimIted. 
Canacla Cement Building • 
• ontreal. 

Dear 811'1-

I have reoelvecl a letter trom 
70ar General ... aser o~ Coal Sal •• under clate ot 
Jw17 'th. 19a4~ o~ whlo~ tk. tlr.' parasrap~ ~"s 
.s tol10 .... -

"We are ver,- 8".'17 41.appolD~4 to 
learn 'hat a ooa,rao' ha. been plaoe4 )7 MoGl11 
Ualver.lt7 ~or their req~lre.eat. ot ooal. tro. 
the Uul'.d State.. Ittort. were mad. '7 o.z Salea 
Dep~'-en' and throuCh our 4.aler_. '0 tatere.t ~he 
UDlv.~.lt7 In _ova Scotla ooal )u' we .. ,.. u.
tortuaately. u •• uoo •• st.l la ID4wo1DC ~ .. to U8e 
tbe Cana41aD produGt. . 

In vie. ot the.. • 4e.lr. of the 
» lal0. Government and th • • tter'. loh the Pro
vlaolal Govern.eDt ot JOYa 84.'1. ooal a.el. recognls
In8 al.o that XcGl11 Ualv.F.~'y l •• ~pport.d ver7 
1&1'8817 b7 Oanadln. aD4 O ..... t ........ we teel that 
the situation la an &Doaalo •• ODe an' that aGG111 
Unlveralt7 ahould use the 0 .... ' .. pr04wot. R 

.01' 70111' 1. to 
say that 70ur COapAny with otb ot 
the requlre.ent. o~ the Vnlye '7 an4 t~at on 
tender. belag re081.84. ooal I.~ ooa1 and,prloe tor 
pl'10e 70UJ' CompaDJ'·. t •• a.1' wa ...... 'h. 1eaat , 
l.tlsl.o'01"7_ the 'u." ••• e. thentora, .10 .. 4 
with aDOther OO.~Il7' After ~J&1. 70V r.pr •••• -
'atly •• r~~4 aa4 ott.r.~ '0 ~u .. llh •• With lhe 

• 



British Empire Steel - 2 -

coal at our own price. We were. however. unable to 
make any change at this stage. 

In viow of th1 I fail to see 
that thero is ~nything "anomalous" about the situatlm. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



CABLE ADDRESS "BREMCOAL" 

BRITISH EMPIRE STEEL CORPORATION LIMITED 

BITUMINOUS COALS 
"DOMINION" 
"SCOTIA" 
"SPRI N GH ILL' 
::ACADlA' .. 
OLD SYDNEY 

COAL SALES DEPARTM ENT 

CANADA CEMENT BUILDING 

MONTREAL, CANADA 

July 9th, 1924. 

Sir Arthur William Currie, G.C.M.G., X.C.B., L.L.D., 
Principal and Vice-dhancellor, 

McGill Univer.ity, 
348 Sherbrooke St., West, 

Montreal, P. Q. 

Dear Sir:-

We are very greatly diaappointed to learn that a contract haa 

/;. Wen placed by McGlll University for their requirement, of coal, from the 

United State.. Effort. were made by our Salea Departclent and through our 

dealer., to intere.t the University in Nova Scotla coal but we were, 

unfortunately, unBUCcesatul in inducing them to use the Canadian product. 

In view of the earne.t delire of the Dominion Government and the 

effort. Which the Provincial Government of Nova Scotia are making to extend 

the Icope of Nova Scotia coal and, recognizing allO the Mclill Univerl1ty il 

.'Upported very largely by Canadians and Canadian tundI, we feel that the 

11 tuation il an anomalouI one and that McGill University lhould ue the 

Canadian product. 

We are taking the liberty of placing thi. matter before you, aa we 

feel that you would be anxioua to remedy a condition of thi& kind and to talm 

atep. to enlure the ue of Canadian coal by the largelt institution of it. 

kind in Canada. 

Thanking you in antiCipation of' your cona1 derat ion , 

Yours faithfully, 

J.. 14. !(uM, 
Gener Manager ot Coal Sale •• 
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?H070S~".9 BT~AlfJ'~ 0 T PliIVERSITY 3TREo.JT. 

Memorandum to -

The Principal of I.lcGill Ur..iversitY,dir Lrthur Currie, K.C.11.G. 

The Hacdonald ~hysics Buildir ... g is at present dis
turbed to a ~ost undesirable extent by ~agnetic and electric 
effects, due to street raiblays and to. tne Canadian liational 
'Railway ['~d their return currents. ~nese effects do not 
consti tute a nui sance so far as the te[l.ching of elementary 
work of the First and Jecond Year qtudents of the various 
faculties is concerned. T~ey are, however, alre~dy serious 
iYJ. 1:he case of TIonour students and }:t'ourth Year students wr..o 
have to work with more refined .qpparatus such as galvano~eters 
and m~r&etometers. IYJ. the care of re.earch work by t_e pro
fessors or by students in tl~e Graduate dchool, the.; have pro
ved sufficiently serious to necessi ta te vlOr}::inf, ';'n so~e c~-ses t 

oJy bet~een tne hrurs of midnif~t and 4 ~.-. The proposal 
to run a street railwe.;yr up Uni versi ty dtreet snould therefore 
be strenuously resisted, insofar as the usefulness of the 
Macdonuld Ph~iSic8 Building is concerned. The question of a
bandoning t~e Physics Building for re~~earch v/ork v/ould l->ave 
to be co~sidered, nnd the only availuble spot eppears to be 
between the Redpath Library and t~e Joseph house, now cal:ed 
ti:e McCord 3ationa1 .. usen~. It is an Ol)en oueRtion vlnether 
the C<:lnad ian ~ra t ional ... -::<1.11 way under the.. t ~eciion of tte Csmpus 
would make cuch a site desir~ble. 

It is desir~ble to be es explicit as possible with 
respect to t~o objectionr to the street r~ilwev. The evils 
to be considAred are - (1) nOise, (2) vibratio~s, (3) electri
c~.tl disturbances, (A) mar-netic d' turbances. 
(1) 1.] 1 objectir.ns on nccount of noise are waived as the 
internal noise of the b1lild i (; is alrertd.y too great' and the 
externR.l r.oise would bo b,·t ... trifling "'o.o.i tion. 
(2) • =- rcp-ards vibratio11, we are r< .. ther fortnnately situated 
and ~easurements ~ith seiA~ofraph indicate that vibrations 
due to truff·c 011 ~herbrocke Jtreet are rlmost neglifible; 
and there is a ~ood reu~on to beljeve tnat the extra vibr&tion 
ille to street r<tih D.YS on lTr..iver'itv Jtr(;et will not affect 



- :: -
:.~emor ndur. to - th i'rinci " ... 1 c.c ::cGiJ 1 Uni.'Ver. i y, 

Jir - rtl:ur Currie. 1':.C .1l.G. 

~e ~re~ent bu~ldine. Be~ore a ouarter of a century has 
pG.~Ge, he preser..t "')L:TCOics :Jui1ding wi]l ~ most certa':'nly 
have to be ex+cr,.ded !lS 4'''r as Jni ·er8i ty L)treet. Ot .. er 
sc ience "b"':'l "l L es will be ereo te be weer.. t~q exi st in£, 

c ie"1cG h" '1 di.~r-s a'YJ.d LTni yer it.,. .)treet. .n effor should 
cert'1iYll~'" le rrmde to save rucr. desirq,ble sites from noise , 
vibration ~nd electrical disturbances. The Ur..iversit~ has 
no Other availablp s· te~~ for s"ch extensions. 
(3) .. ~lectric::tl distrrb"tnces. In 1909 .. nd ag'lir~ in 1919 , 
Dr •. d .• .f. Shaw proved + r.,' t f1" Ct'lft tinE' electric cl1rrents 
amount .:.ng tc _1'0' t 4' ':'ve ampere ~ d is urbe.i tee me fr r:t . \J .:. 1-

· ... "~·lCnts i'Yl 'p .Lcdon,ld PhysicS Building, so tr.ut a gal
vanometer could not be used :n ~ny part of the basement . 
3teps were taken to eli:nil1ute the trcuble to < cor .. siderable 
extent; but a street railway on 'Univerf'ity Street mifht 
~reatly aggravate this eV:l. ~r. ur.aw's report is attached . 
l4) I.bgnetic disturbances . In 1919-20 . 11'. ~ . u . Jie1er, 
l.l.Jc. carried out ~n ~nveLtigation under t1~T direction with 
a coil and ralvanooeter. :1e Via'" uble r detect ' . ~-1 T'~"t ~ 
~:.;}:: tIll') map-net ic fields due to the ~treet railway s;)·stems 
and +0 T'lJ.eusure tne e""""ecta. TLe at rtinr nd stopr ing 
effec ts amounted to about 50 UrJreres per second. ~ss'uning 
the neare'"'t <'treet rc.;;.i way to be :.bol t 300 ::ard..,~ erhaps 
on 3t. 'J'1. t Lerine utreet. 'li th a street rnilwa Un: ver-
sity 3t oet, these effectG would be increaced tenfold . 

:1y co' leagues conCl'r in tl1 e point of viCll'f t"~[.. t t 

so far as thi .. 7)hysic~ Bui1dirlg if' concer'led , it is most 
undesirable to permit a street railmlY on Gni versi ty 3treet . 

The reror~ br ~ . Bieler is attached. 

Director of l'hysics . 

28/11/22 . 
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~emo to :Jr. Eve From • l~. ha I. 

In 1909, fluctuating electtic currents 
of about five amperes, \/hich seriously disturbed all mag
netic instruoents in their vicinity, were found to flo~ ~ 
between the ter system which enters tl:e build in€" from (,I\.V! 

Sherbrooke dtreet side and that which enters from the north , 
These clrrents 'ere investigated and measured over a period 
ef several months. In order to elimiLate the stray fields 
and also to avoid the serious damaging effects of such cur
rents. insul!itinr v/cshers were installed in the pipes , and 
all cont~cts between the systems throughout the building 
were separated. This partially eliminated t~e trouble, 
leaving a potential difference between tLe systems which 
varied in the da:time froD 10 to 20 volts. 

In .'lugust 1919, it ViaS fount tllat the 
washers had broken dovm and teat numerous new contacts be
tween tl:e systems had been made. The currents were great
er than in 1909, but were not measured on this occasion . 
(They were sufficient to affect a Thornson galvanometer to 
such an extent that it could not be used in a~~ part of 
the sontheast basement laboratory.) 

These effects are prob~bly caused by the 
Bleur~r or tee .... t. Catherine ;:)treet Tramway system return 
circuits. Between two and four o'clock in the morning, 
when these circuits are 0 en most of the tiffie , it was found 
in 1909 that tl:e magnetic effects became negligible. 

It is probable therefore that a closer 
approach of the cars to McGill would render neceszary sev
eral expensive measures of protection. 

Besides the magnetic effects due to the 
currents passing along t~e water pipes, there are magnetic 
effects due to the currents passing through o~her neig??our
ing conductors, and to tl:e operating curre~t lt~elf~ v/n~ch 
would be appreciable at tl:e distance of Unl versl. ty treet . 



'I'HE MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING 

McGILL UNIVERSI'l'Y 

MONTREAL 

• ) j , ,~ • ~/'" C • G 
~lr .... r :nur V'Urr~o, .L... ••• ., 

~~i~~~rul's Off:ce, 
l:cO ill n i ven i t-y. 

Dear .Hr ..c.rthur,-

Hov. 
~'Ott , 
19~)2 • 

I hav0 l'easure i~ for
\'I'lTr iYJ.f tc you tlJ.e report 0n the street 
r~ i1 v:uy oy. Hr .. i vers i tJT :treet, Hi th re
:rect to ita Affect en the IIncdenald 
n(y,ic~ BuilJine . 

..Jiroctor cf '[~ ~icc • 

• 



S t CrY" 
' L,A, H ~rd 1- VI,e C ... 

-..l ~. /4 r'"" k ~ I)J 1,J 
Co 

'.I'll.., :\lA(;J)ONALJ) .PHYSICS UUILIHl'<G-

~1cGrLL l '~I\'l<:Hsn'Y 

'\IO:'\'l'l~ K \ L 

Ual-cl: 
[uent./-GeverLth 
19~5 

.3ir 1 r t~lUr Currie, 
:-'rir1.c1.pn:!.. ::cGill :'; .. i versi "':-~~ , 
I:ontreal . 

e r u':'r 1: rth"!lr , 

I"t. is sta-::'c' in tl.e (~uzette of '''hur.:::da..- r tl~e 26"th 
of ·· ...... rcl t' a'" LLe ;u.e ... tion 0: L ...,troet-r£;.iJ.wuY up U .iv-
e!Ji t~ ..... treet .. a .... ~ ""ain been n i..",ed . ~l:ere L-ppeur..." 
tJ:erefore, to be crE.ve d i.1f.er of his ster bei Lf tal":er..l . 
r nis would be orie 0.1:' the se ve'~est blo.iS YJhi.;h could 
possi bl~'" "hurpe:G to t:1e ~r..i ver.:l:' ty. You hnve alre&.d.:-
i . y01tr o':L.ce the report Lade by Def'.n •• clans < ye'r 0::
tvvo a~o. 

A few months EgO I WC~ Dr . L . Herdt OL this sub-
~ ect a.d 11.e ind.ic _ ted to r:.e :h~ ~ ~:c ,,-ere s' e n::-o... th' s 
ir.ur.iner..t ris.:, pr l'ticulb.rly a::>, in :i", judernent, Univer 
uity ctreet was not the proper 0011 tion of tl:e~~ troubles . 
It is most 'Qniort1.trH ~e tt,at the uestion r.&o.> &.g~in "Leen 
raised at a ",;":"lne vir.en he is unvlel'::' . 

I need r.ot recapi tul~ te to :rou the re~ son '\lILy He 
re[':c-'rJ the ~t reet -railway on Uni ver.3i ty 0treet as a 
mO:J~ l:3eriOl'!.d menace ,but I beseech ~TOU to t<.ke ev ery Ltep 
wi thir. your ower, in the interests 0 ... r.:cGill and of the 
EiL!. t)cl1001 ar.cl of educe Lion generally. to prevent, botl: 
r..m:T and herel: ·~ter, tLe invasich 0:: a region "/hicn should be 
c...., s .. crosanct as a rreat ~ublic par~: . 

Yours very ~inco~ulj • 
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•• S. White, Esq., 
Editor, ~he Gazette, 
Montreal. 

Dear Jotr. Whlte:-

April 14th, 1925 • 

Yay ! thank you vory muoh ~or 
the editorial which appeared in yesterday morning's 
Gazette re proposed oar line on University Street. 

1 am attaohlng herewlth for 
your private information ' a letter whioh ~r. Beat~y 
and I sent to .the 'l'ramways Commission. !lhis 
matter Is a very serious one tor NoGill University. 
We haven't very muoh property tor use when any 
development takes plaoe. Suoh as we have Is on 
Universi ty Street. We own prao'tloally all the 
property on the University side of the street trom 
lal ton to Sherbrooke. while be tween lUl ton and Pine 
on the same side we own some half dosen ~ouses. 
If a oar line runs up as proposed the value Of our 
property will be greatly dopreolated. whether for 
classrooms 'or laboratories. No university would 
willingly plaoe its olassrooms on a oar line • . 

Purthermore,our Physios Building 
and Eleotrioal Engineering Laboratories will be 
praotically ruined for investigation purposes. The 
vibration oaused wIll make it impossible for us to 
aooept with oonfidenoe eleotrioal measurements. 
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April 8th. 1925. 

J.F. Saint Cyr, Esq •• 
President, llontreal Tramways Oo~mlssion. 
78 Craie Street West, . 
Montreal. 

Dea.r Sir:-

le are informed that a decision 
has been made by which a tramw~y line will be con
structed on University street. We d~sire to request 
the reoonsideration of this deoision for the following 
reasons:-

1. The Coneervatorlum of ~usic and the 
new wine of the Macdonald Engineering Building, intendod 
to house the Department o~ Electrioal Engineering. are 
all close to University Street. The University has 
also other property on University Street which it is 
desirable to use at a later date for teaching and 
research purposes. 

11. The - hyslcB Building is at present 
utilized for standardization work accepted all over the 
world and recognized by the .,nt ional Physical Laboratory 
and by the Unitod States Bureau of Standards. In addition 
to this, other research work is belna contlnually carried 
on in the same laboratories. 

111. It is the intention to establish in 
the new Electrioal wing or the Engineering Building a 
~ommunioatlons Laboratory where research work would be 
oarried on. 

lV. ~he oonstruotion of the proposed 
line would oause great dl~turbanoe by reason of: 

(a) NOise 
(b) Ylbratlon 
(0) Uagnetio ourrent and magnetio flux. 
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J.F.Saint Cyr.Esg. 

101S1 

The princIpal di~fioulty caused by 
noise will be in the Conservatorlum of nusio at the 
Coraer ot Sherbrooke and University Streets, the only 
building available tor musio teaching. Presumably 
there would be a oar stop at this pOint and between 
the nOise of the cars in motion and the bells teaohing 
at the Conservatorium of Musio would be rendered almost 
impossible. There Is no need to pOint out the difficulty 
that would arise in the case of lecture rooms ~rected 
in future on the University Street front of the College 
property. 

VIBRATIOlf. 

The dlffioulties caused by vIbration 
will be inoreased b~ the bad foundations under University 
Stroet and they would interfere oonsiderably wi~h the 
operation of delicate balances and other refined instru
ments. It has boen definitely proved that atreet traffic 
causes much heavier vibration than Bubterranean traffic 
and that the most harmful kind of surtace traffio is 
that of street cars. 

ELECTRIC C!1B.liD! AID ltAGIETIC FLUX. 

These disturbances would be aost 
.erlous 1n the oase ot the delioate instruments in the 
Physios Building used in standardisation and researoh 
wQrk. 80me ettects have already been telt 8ufflolent17 
serious to oause apprehension and to delay work, and 
should thls street care 11ne be plaoed on UnIversity 
Street 1t would be necossary to discontinue .uoh of 
the work altogether owing to the greater proximity and 
the more frequent disturbanoes. 

. . 
The state.ents in these paragraphs 

Aave been fully \borne out by aotual .easurements whioh 
haye been taken at the Univer81t~ and the results ot 
wh1ch are st111 ayallabl •• 

!he method. 1ayolve4 In aol.Dtltlo 
work are beoomiB8 aore retlDe4 at the saae time as the 

• 
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importanoe of research work is more reoognized by all 
groups of our sooial organization. ~hile it is 
impossible to state the aotual value of the standard
ization and resoarch work no being oarried on in the 
Macdonald Physics Building, it la enough to say that 
the various governments of the world and in addItion 
many financial corporations have recognized the 
importance of such fork by large and continued money 
grants. 

You are. of course, better s\are 
than we are of the suos, running into many millions, 
expended each year by such Corporations as the Western 
ElectriC, General Elect~io. General notors and the 
American Telegraph and Telephone Coopany, on the very 
type of work hich Is being done in the !IcGill Physios 
BuilcUng. -luch of this work ould bo permanently 
haI!lpered and some Of it ent1rely prevented by the pro
posed new construction. 

We are furthermore Of the opinion that 
the preservation of a.n educational centre, unhampered by 
noise and distu~banoe, is ot ag much importance to the 
people of nontreal as is their convenience in trans
portation. 

, 
Our prot&st in this matter has not 

been made without the fullest possiblo oonsideration. 
e have assured ourselves that the damage done to the 

Universl ty may well bo irreparable and even if' 'a remedy 
can be found the 1068 caused not only -to ourselves, but 
to engineering and scienti~lc knowledge will be such 
that it Is diffioult to see how any advantage offered 
ca~ componsate it. 

;e trust that before adopting a 
oourse fraught 11t such serious consequences, you ~111 
give us an opportunity to present OUr ebjeotions to the 
Tramways COI!lpany and to the Tramways Commiss10n. 

• 

On behalf of the Governors and of the 
Corporation of YcGill University, e aro, 

Yours faithfully, 
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Dr. lie C. ?errin, 
Dean. Paoulty of Uu 10, 
UaGill University. 

Dear Dean P rrln:-

April 3rd, 19250 

Thank you very much for your 
letter ot April 2nd lth reference to the proposod 
street oar line on University Street. 

! shall be glad to use your 
letter at an interview which ~he University 
~uthorlties are shortly to have ith the Tram7aye 
vO!!lmiEsion. 

Yours fnithfullYI 

Principo.l. 



DEAN • DR . H . C . PERAIN 

~ir Arthur r,urrie, 
I"cGiJ J Un 1 vel' si ty. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY OF MUSIC 

323 W. SHERBROOKE STREET 

MONTREAL. 2nd Apri l, 1925. 

-( 

On behalf of the Faculty of Music which carries 
on its activities in the Conservatorium building at the corbe.r of 
University and Sherbrooke Streets, I voice in the strongest m8nner 
possible an objection to the proposed new tramway-route whiCh, 
according to the public press, is to be on University Street. r~"1~ j...h., 
~ecognising the necessity of additional tramway routes, some way ~ 
can surely be found of avoiding running street cars on University 
Street t' rough wha. t is vi rtual Jy an education s.l zone from Prince 
Arthur down to Sherbrooke. 

Bimiting myself in the matter tc the effect on 
our work rore, may I point out that our building is pJaced right 
1)0 to the street building line an d under such circumstances the 
noise of even the present heavy vehicular traffic is inimical to a 

great de 1 of our work, added t~ wh ic h tre building shakes an d 
trembles unmistakeably when a more than usualJy heavy vehicle passes. 
With the advent of heavy street-cars passing a] ong and with the 
additional .iarY'ing noises of their brakes spoIied at a stopPing p]ace 
which WOUld, I presume, nat 11I'a] Jy be at this corner, p;reat harm to 
our work WOuld re suI t • 

Yours "ery truly, 

Dean. 
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ADDRESS ALL 

CORRE'SPONDE"ICE 

TO Tt1E SECRETARY 

FYLE 

I I , 
FtOVAL "PUS .... "·BLOCi. 

107 ST.-.JAMiES S REET 

ilontreel, December 11th, 1922. 

J~. ~.7. Currie Principal, 
•.. cGill Uni versi ty, 

l/fontre 1. 

Dear uir:-

Re - Trum7iays on University 
Street. 

----~ 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of 

your favor of the 7th inst. 

You may rest assured that before 

any decision is made in that matter our Com-

mission y/ill be glad to hear any objection 

that your University h_s ag inst that proposition 

and that due notice will be given to you. 

I am, ir, 

) 

JFSC/JP v •• .L U(;l.H. 



December 
Seventh 
1922. 

The Oha.irman, 
Tranmays Commission of I{oTttreal. 
107 st. Ja~e8 Stre t. 
, oY)troal. 

Doar Slr:-

pros ura 
to grart 

'Md us 

It has been l~timat d to me that 
has bee.., brought to beaT upo~ your CommisSion 
to the ~treal Tr~a.YB the right to 1&1 
double treo o~ University ctreet. 

efore you.r Comm1soion make final 
deoi61o"" 1't'> thi.s mutter oGill U,.,1 vern! ty respeot
fully asks to be eard i~ the matter. I may say 
that the University hue ~er1ouo objeotloYJS whioh it 
woul like the Commissio~ to oon~ider. r,~d whenever 
you lnt1m~t you arc ready to hear us th represen
tat1vo~ of the UY)iverc-1ty ',111 attond. 

I am, S1r. 

Yours fal thfully. 

r11'1c1pal. 
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A. S. Hall, Esq., 
276 . Fi~e Avenue vest, 
MO'l1treal. 

Dear C'ir:_ 

Jun 8th, 1922. 

Colonel Herbort iole.on has forwarded 
to me your letter of June 2nd addressed to him. I 
am sorry that you did not i~ the first plaoe write 
to me, beoause I am eharged7ith a.ll matters in 
oonneotion with McGil1 Un ivers1ty. Had you done so 
thero ""o'11d have been nO neoessi ty for you apologizing 
to Colonel folson for troubling him. 

. Regardi~B the operation a of the rook-
orusher the situation is this: Rh n the r.tadium was 
constructed thore \lfi.11 .~ greqt deal of rock exoa.vated -
somo 40,000 tons. It .&8 n~oes8ury to dispose of 
this rook and oGi11 mLde the test burgain it could 
for its sale. All t~e roo~ has n~. bean disposed of, 
Jith the eXQeptio~ of 3~00 tone. I um sure you will 
agr~o that an institution like 'eGill hose fundS are 
limltu and obtained If..rgely from donutions by private 
citizens is justified in inore~oing those fundS by 
any m~ans which lie 7ithin its pover. I am fully 
a.ara that the area 0" w'}1ich the rook pile stood OOn
stitutes un eyesore. but the 'faot that its appearanoe 
hss not reen improved is due solely to the lack of 
fundS for suoh 0. pl1rpoae. 

Regarding the dumping .hieh Kendall 
Bros.are dOing, that also is the r .sult of a oontraot 
betwoen MoGill and Kendall Pros. .0 ure anxiouB to 
increase the playln~ io1d On ~acdonuld Park and the 
mo~t economical ,ay by ~hiQh ,6 QC" obtain a level 
space of ~round is by filling up some of the hollows 
with rubbish. I may say that a good doal of new level 
ground has beo~ made as a resalt. 
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It is a matter of regret to the 
U~iver ity authorities that funds have not been 
available to develop acdonald Park according to 
plans originally prepared for that purpose, but 
I eg to give you the assuranc~ that the Eoard of 
Governors will give this matter their attention 
as soon ns the financial condition of the Uni
versity justifies the outlay. 

. You speak of the possibility of the 
grou~d below the Pta 1urn bein~ converted into 
mon~is Courts at am 11 expens. Let me say that 
on morc tha~ 0 e occasion has such a project be n 
exami~ed ~nd ~.e do not agree with you that only a 
small expense is necessary. le a matter of fact 
it ~o,~d take corsiderable outlay to make TenniS 
Courts thero. 

In ,o~c1usion let me as~ure you that 
the poners that le at c~ill ar fully ulare of the 
co~dition8 at fucdo~nld P rk. 

Youra ~aittfu1ly. 

Pr1ncip~1. 
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Sir Arthur Currie, G. C.M. G.K. C.B. 
Principal 
MoGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur;-

June 6th, 

I enclose the letter from 

Mr. Hall which I spoke to you about to-day, 

oomplaining of the condition of the lower part 

of the Stadium grounds. I have written him 

advis ing that I am passing the correspondence to 

you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Encls. 



DOCKET ENDS: 



• 

J. J. Creel .... t • t 

tomi~ion xpresc ~uil ing, 
o'l"tro 1. 

Dc'" ir: 

r 

pri .... 
,..,t;;- 1 ltt . 

l ... _~ . 

to [. "",k,..,o .le ee reoeipt of 'Tour 
letter of April .~7th, wi th reference to the sidewalk 
o~ the 'l"orth s!~ 0 ~1ne . enu • 

tt .,t"Or 0 
ueting. 

• 111e t ... r .. ill 0 1: :l ht tv th 
tIe i~~~c~ vommittee et their next 

OU:--S ith ... aJ.1U, 

Princip 1. 
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TO T.dE GRA.I>UATES _:::n THE FaIE~IDS OF ::cGILL. 

Seldo in ~cGill's history has it b en necessary 

for her to al-'peal against injustice; the citizens of ·ontreal have 

always been more than ready to help their University and to fo~~rd 

her cause; in their hands her interests have al~ays been safeeuarded. 

Today 11cGi11 is threatened wi th a great danger, and we 

come before you witil an earnest ... rayer not only to stave it Off, but 

to ::lake injury from. t.Ais cause forever im.J0ssible. 

A tramway line on University Street such as has 

been .vlanned b;y the Tramways Commi ssion will do ,~cGill great ':md 

irreparable harm, set back the cause of science not only in "ontreal 

bat all over the world, and brand us not only as a utilitarian, 

but as an ignorant cO~ity. 

Property on ~niversity Street has been acq~ired 

by ... :cGill at great cost, &.nd largely ·-;i th funds given to tne Uni versi ty 

by yourselves. This property, the only space available for extension 

of our scienti fic buildin s, 3.S 'well as for our Faculty of ~usic, 

£Y~~.e'!"tm'~1: i]~:-S-~~..o.tlt't'~ \'i 11 be rendered 

useless for teaching bJ the intermittent noise of .,!)assing cars, :..nd 

useless for any delicate scientific research by the vioration, the 

electric currents and magnetic flux Wl1'ch cannot be disassociated 

from the o~.el'ation of tramway routes. 

at only will this be so, but the value of the 

buildiil&s already erected, the Physics bu:lding and the new ~lectrical 

Wing of' the Engineering Bu~lding \lill be infinitely reduced . 

Since tne da~s of Sir Ernest JUtherford, kcGill has 

been known for the ccuracy of the scielltific worlc here carried on, 

and we feel, ~)erhaps not altoLether wro!1t,ly, that ;:cGi 11 has brought 

honour to ::ontreal . 

The 7estern Electric, General ~lec tric, Emerican 

Telephone and Telegra~ih and General i!.otors Companies are spending 

millions of dollars every year on just such work as is being carried 

on in the lIacdonald Fnysics and Chemi stry Buildings and such as 

will be carried on in the new ~lectrical Building. From the ~urely 

financial ,r.,oint of view wO.lld it not be a short Sighted ~)olicy to bring 

t.lis work to an end for the sa}~e of relieving one tramway intersection? 
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"'le beg all the friends of l:cGill to lUite in her 

cause and to declare that the wnole area in which hhe University 

is situated must be kept forever inviolate, devoted to the ca.use of 

Science - and the increase of lalO·-ledge. 

We feel secure in lea.vinG our cause in your hands. 
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ELECTRIC RAILWAY DISTURBANCES AND THE 
DETECTION OF PASSING ELECTRIC TRAINS 

BY MEANS OF A GAL V ANOMETER.* 

BY 

E. S. BIELER, M.Sc. 
Exhib,tiono[ 1851, Scholar of l\JcGill Unl\'ers,ly, Montreal. 

[) l'RI="G a series 0 f experiments carried out in the 1Iacdonald 
Physics Building, l\lcCiIl University, on the currents induced in a 
conductor by the passage of a sphere of magnetic material over 
it,l considerable trouble was at fir t experienced due to distur
bances apparently connected \\'ith the pas age of electric cars in 
the neighborhood. . 

The apparatu u ed con i ted of a coil of 200 turns of copper 
wire wound on a square frame of 125 cm. side, and connected to a 
sensitive reflecting galvanometer of the moving coil type. The 
galvanometer deflection were registered photographically on a roll 
of bromide paper actuated by clock-work. \Vith a total external 
resistance of 224 ohms, equal to the critical damping re istance of 
the galvanometer, a sensitivity of 1.56 mm. per microvolt 
was obtained. 

\Vhen the coil was placed with its plane horizontal, a continual 
motion of the galvanometer spot \\'as ob erved. This attained a 
maximum amplitude at the ru. h hour on the street car system, and 
ceased almo t completely about 2 A. ~f., Standard Time, when the 
street car service is practical1y suspended (See Fig. 1). On the 
whole, the disturbances agreed well with the supposition that 
they were due to currents in some way connected with the opera
tion of the street cars in the neighborhood. The e di turbances 
could be almost completely balanced out by placing in series 
with the coil a large loop of wire of three turn enclosing a total 
area equal to the combined area of the turn of the coil. The 
fact that this was po ible indicates that the source of the 
disturbance must be at a di tance from the apparatus, fairly large 
compared with the linear dimensions of the loop, and shows defi-

* Communicated by Dr. A. S. Eve, C.B.E., F.R.S., Associate Editor, Corre
sponding Member. 

1 E. S. Bieler, Proc. Roy. Soc., vol. c, p. 50 (1921). 
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nitely that it cannot Le either in
side the building or in its imme
diate neighborhoocl. 

\Vhen the coil was placed in 
a vertical plane, on the other 
hand, there was practically no 
disturbance, and it was not neces
sary to use allY balancing loop. 
This was rather unexpected, as 
the circuit composecl of the trol
ley wire and the rails ought to 
have an appreciable mutual induc
tion with any circuit in a vertical 
plane in its neighborhood. 

At the time when these ob er
vations were made Doctor Eve 
had been supervlslllg ome ex
periment to determine whether 
the pas age of electric trains 
through the C.N.R. tunnel under 
Mount Royal produced any me
chanical disturbance in the uni
versity buildings straight above 
it. He suggested that the galva
nometer and coil hould be set up 
in the basement of the library, 
60 ft. directly above the axis of 
the tunnel, in order to detect any 
elecorical disturbance. 

The coil was accordingly 
placed with its plane in the axis 
of the tunnel, and the deflections 
of the galvanometer registered 
in the u ualmanner. In addition 
to a continual disturbance of 
small amplitude, large deflections 
were obtained, which coincided 
exactly with the times 0 f trains. 
One of the records obtained IS 

shown in Fig. 2. The times at 
whicll trains were heard to pass 
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during the period correspond with the two large disturbances. 
Fig. 3 shows a record taken over a longer period with a reduced 
time scale. Two of the large deflections correspond with the 
only two trains during the period. The disturbance at 10.30 P. M. 

is probably connected with switching operations in the station. 

FIG. {. 

A Coil 

h 

B Trolley Wire c 

a 

--1- ---- --

a 

D W Rail £ 

It will now be shown that the observed disturbances are of 
the order to be expected. 

In Fig. 4, let A represent the coil, BC the trolley wire, and DE 
the rails of the electric railway in the tunnel. 

Let S be the area of one turn of the coil, n the number of 
turns, 2a the height of the trolley wire above the rails, and h the 
height of the coil above a line midway between the rails and the 
trolley wire. 

Tf i is the current in the trolley wire at any time, the fiel(l at 
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A due to i and the return current through the rails IS equal to 
2~ 21 4aL 

10 (h-a) 10 (h+a) = 10 (h~-a2) 

If N is the total number of interIinkages between the tubes 
of induction due to i and the turns of the coil, the emf induced in 
the coil when the current change is gi yen by 

dX E= - - Xlo- 8 VOlts 
~ dt 

4naS .di 
= - -- - X 10- 9 yolts 

h2-a2 dt 

Now, the deAections obtained are of the order of 5 cm. and 
E is therefore of the order of 30 microvolts. Also, the side of 
coil is 125 cm., and the approximate \'alues of It and a are 2000 cm. 
and 200 cm. re pectively. 

Sub tituting these values in the above equation, and solving 
di b' for dt' we 0 tam, 

di dt = 50 amperes per second, 

approximately. 
This is of the right order for the rate of change of current 

taken by an electric locomotive when starting or stopping. 
A similar calculation can be made in the case of the street car 

disturbances mentioned above. 
If 2a is as before the height of the trolley wire above the 

rails, and d the horizontal distance between the coil and the line, 
it is easily shown that the emf produced in the coil when set in a 
vertical plane parallel to the line is given by 

4naS .di 
E= --- - XIO- 9 volts 

d2+a2 dt 

The distance from the nearest street car line was about 300 

yards. Even if we assume for E a value as large as 50 amperes 
per second, the value of E obtained is only 0.14 microvolt. This 
would give a deflection of 0.2 mm. approximately. 

It is easily seen that current variations in a circuit composed 
of the trolley wire and the rails of a street car line can induce no 
emf in a horizontal coil at their own level. 

We must conclude therefore that the di turbances mentioned 
in the beginning of this paper cannot be caused directly by the 
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currents in the trolley wires and rails, but must be due to 
large currents flowing at no great distance from the building, 
approximately at the level of the laboratory where the experiments 
were conducted. This may be due to a power line connecting the 
street-railway power house to a distant part of the system, or to 
a return current along some metal pipe-line. 

A current variation of 50 amperes per second in a single con
duc."tor 200 metres from the building or a smaller current at a 
proportionally smaller distance would give deflections of the 
order observed. 

The departure of the writer for England made it impossible 
for him to pursue these experiments further, and to locate the 
exact cause of these disturbances. The results obtained are com
municated with the hope that they will be of some use, in view of 
the ever increasing number of electric traction lines, and the 
trouble they must necessarily cause to all who attempt delicate 
electrical measurements in their neighborhood. 

The author's thanks are due to Dr. A. S. Eve for his kind 
interest in these experiments. 

CAVEND1SH LABORATORY, 

CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND, 

December, 192I. 
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TO T"llE GRADUATES A!lD TIre FRlImDS OF GILL. 

Se Id i n ~ oGl11 , B hi tory ha 1 t b en neoessary 

for her to a~ nl against injustioe; the oitlz s of ontreal hay 

":lmys b n ore t han r e.d.y .. 0 h Ip their un lVt.'("~·\ \/ d. to fOn;'Erd 

h l' eau ; in their sts feguarded . 

Today oGl11 i6 threatenod l71th a gr at danger, and . 

C. t{or£ you with an oarnest royer n t only to stave 1 tOff', but 

to ca i jury fro this oause forever i os ibIe . 

tr y lin on University Stre t ~uch as has 

be n d by the T~ys Co 111 do GIll great 

1rre (;0 le harm, set back the caue Of Galenc n t only in antr 1 

but all OV r th world, and brand u not only 0.9 a utili t""rlan. 

but as an ienorant eo Ity .. 

Pro rty on lfuiv r ity Str t has bee acquir 

by ~Gill at gr at cost, and 1 ly ~th fUnds given to tIe unIversity 

y yourselves. T is property, th only s. c availabl for extensl0 

of our oclontifle bulldin_s. as 1; 11 as for our Faoulty of maie, 

\1ill be ran ... 00 usele D or 0 r Faculty of u 10. 11 erndr 

useless for tene. ine y tho inte ittent noise of ssi ~ cars, d 

us 1 ss for any delicat scientIfic research by the viuration, t e 

cl etrie cu r nts and rognotlc flux, ich cannot bo di associated 

from the 0 oration of t~ y routes. 

ot onl will this e so, ut the valuo of th 

uUdine aIr :J.dy er cted., the ics build! and th ne :aectric 1 

·7ing of th erine Bu "lding will be Inflnl t ly r uc d . 

Si oe the days of Sir 'mest therford. ~Gill ha 

been know for the ocuraoy of th cieo.t1 fie r.::: here carriod on, 

and feel, perha s not alto th r wron 1y, that oGi11 has brought 

hOnour to ~ntre 1. 

The '7ostorn El ctrio, General ... J. ctric, erloan 
. 

Tel ,phono and Telegra and G nera.l1t!otors Co a "es nr t;~<t'ld.'(')l 

millions of dollars cv ry y r on just such wor as i bot g oarr! d 

on in the odon~ld Ehysle d ChGl! try Buildln such 

uiIl be carri d on in th ne El otric 1 Bull ing. Pr the ly 

:£1 netal 1 t of via uld ! t not be a. short 1 It d policy t bring 

t. is l70rlc to an d for th sa.ke of rolievine one t y int rseoti ? 
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Wc b g all the friends of ~Gill to ~lite in her 

c ua6 and to declare thct the unol a in \ihich _6 Uili varsity 

1 sit :ltod. mtlct be l::oj?t for ver 1 vlolll.tCt, d voted. to the cause of 
if 

/ ,' ZciencB - and th increase of kIlo ·ledge. 

'/e feel secure in leaving our cause in your hands. 
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Frank Saxby. 3sq •• 
285 Sherbrooke St. West. 
l.Ioatreal. 

Dear Sir :-~ 

Uaroh 30th. 1925. 

I am obliged to you tor 
seadlng me o'opy ot the letter addressed to 
the Ell.! tor ot the llontreal Star wi th reterenoe 
to the proposal ot the Tramwa7s Co~pan7 to 
extend a line along Un1versity Street. 

The University authorities 
w111 oppose this extension to the limit ot Ita 
power. In additIon to the arguments you have 
advanced the re Is anot.her very vi tal reason 
Why ,0 must oppose the proJeot. In our Ph7sios 
BUilding Ter,r important exper1ments are oarried 
on In 'he tleld ot eleotrlclt.7. !he building has 
.eyarel uD_aual features on that aooouat. There 
la no 1ron or steel in the bul1d1nc. A Street 
Bal1w&7 on UniversIty Street and the oODsequent 
Tl)~tloa ould make l' Impossible for us to have 
tbe same oontldonoe in our oonolusions. You wIll 
u.de~.taD4 that mea8urements have to be extra
or41aarl17 exaot. At the present time our oon
olu~lona are _ocepted w1thout questIon at the 
!.reau ot 8taadarls at Washington and other 
1e&41n8 research instItutions •. 

We Bust all UBite in oppoaltlm '0 the BU8ceste4 eztenaloa. 

Your. tai'hfull~. 
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... HPORT on THE PR01?OJED JTREET R1..IL'7AY CN 
UI.JIV.c ~ ... Tl.'Y .'/l'REET 

A rneetine o£ the Jta-r-'" 'tr..e:' cdo'1.ald Pr..: oic$ Bu.';'ld.ine
wa.., hold. on .l.:r..ur.)dr~y, . pri 1 t'lU 110. "the previol'd re ')ort...:: 1;r 
i)r. :" r...:, - r. '1orter ar~u - ~, d r +;ed r;over'ber ~nl ...... ecem
ber, 1922, were conJidere~ "Dd conf~r~~d by all ~redent. 

TIr. Rieler st'ted +l:r-t "t}:ere is already trouble ir:. t:~e 
ba...::erent fro~ vibrr~~on or trqff~c w' ic1: a porrJ to be [et+:nf 
11eav i 8r, evell "Ider eY.:is~i lt condition . 

ryroiedwor ~eilley ~tnted tLat he id wufferi~[ from trou· 
lle 1-: t:le oave r.lOn"t OYli:::1g to olectricc.l ciist'"rur u.ceb \'i'r ich 
'L 0 001' i.o~.J. 

~Tevio13 rO)Ortd Jo not indist o~ the dif~ie'lt: crd 
tL<:, E-re'1t ex eu (\ 0 f silieldi:1t... ':'r.3tr-Ule·1~~s "1'0'11 ~lLCl1etie c hd 
electric' 1 di~turbancou . 

..Jr. l!'Od"tC,"Y' reporteu. t'l-jr~t c .. + Ya~p '1 mo~)t serious dis
tur"'vnnce in the ! .r, t ter of no L. e .... 7' d fOl':lrl \v}:erever street rail
vr ~s r!1n P!1st clas...,-roor.ls. ':..hr...:: vh.e T-irh .3c1...001, t".e 80n
serv[ torium 0.(' :.TU .... .:.C, ~}:e ' heologic·l Bu:lli fi.,;l • nO. fUTt" eT 
o~'lding~ oa l~~iversity ~treet will 10 seriou~ly &ffected. 

lj .. I>r~[..sis dl:o,'ld be lc.,:,C: on tl:e f'ct t1._~ the :Iacdo:'ld 
'L./o..)ie..: 'uil line id not "vhe 0..)010 3u:.'::Ol'er ::"ud there is a very 
.J~ rOllL" c'se to 1: e m~ "le fer tLe ··4:.:.vel' .... :i.. ty £.r..d tr..e Eifh ucnool 
'''':: !.l. \ .. 1.ole , ':part ~ ... ·0' 1 t} e more ser10'1..3 dotr' ,11ent;;0 +;}::e 
l.y~)ic ~ iui ld':'n'" ~n particlJl~vr. 

Attacned id & letter written ~or Lhe press but not yet 
,-,ent to r ny paper. 1 t ~...:: lc'!·t Jeo ti.e Princi l' 1 to deel de 
vdlether or uot : t shoulLl 'ce sent .f'cr\',[ ra. . 

. fuller re'ort i~ ~ot sent bec&~Je ~:r..e 1922 reports 
-:ully covor the C'h,e except .t:'or +,1'.e 'Dove qddi tional ..3tn.te .lents . 

. tt cl.r.l i u 
'('crr J::r ,ir 'cter of 

a le ter fro~ Dr. ~rrne~, ?R.J., 
t" 0 ~odon~ld _!:y .... .:.cs ' ~,;;~ ... "'. 

.. E.l.C., 



-
~fdHLL l TS[\"J<;HSITY 

~losrl'l<E .\L 

'l'IUO ~lACUONALU PUYS1CS ll U I L U1N G 

) 

Once arain there is a misguidec' 00 f'lvement to ma~e a rail
way or tramli!.e along University dtree ,I 

This is suc~ a serious menace to education, and therefore 
to the cl ti zen~ of L:ontreal, that it is almost cert[..in that such 
an erratic step could not have been even contemplated except 
through ignorance or over8ight. 

Past and present men and women o~ ~ontreal have with a 
great effort with their own money devotedly erected and maintained 
a splendid Jn~versity and a creat High ~chool in their midst. 

They have consistently supported these institutions by 
their influence a:J ~ell as by their li oerali ty anel they have re
garded them with respect and justifiable pride. 

Now they are face to face with the problem - shall they 
maintai~ the efficiency and security o~ their great educational 
system, or shall they permit the crime o~ their decadence through 
preventable causes ? 

It is admitted t~at the congestion of street cars at the 
junction of ut. Catherine and Bleury demands udditional lines 
of street railvlay to cu.rry the traffic northwal'ds. But a very 
eminent engineer, most competent on street l'ail\7ays anll elec
trical problems, maintains th~t the Unive~sity ~treet line is 
not necedsary, and that such a solution is not the correct one. 
Ce~tainly it is not the only solution. 

Under any circumstances a region devoted to the cau e 
of education should be sacrosanct as a great public park, secured 
by the people for the people and for all time. 

This is not the place to enter into the details of grave 
disturbance~ due to noise, vibrations and especially electric 
effects, wtich will prevent efficient te~ching, hinder scientiiic 
work, and utterly destroy the possibility of many domains of 
research work. 

It is sufficient to state that the methods involved in 
scientific work ~re becomiu£ more refined &t the ame time as 
the imlortance of research Jork is receivinr more recognition from 
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all groups of o~r social orcanization. Indeed woe betide that 
nati.on whicn in tl:is mE tter fallc ber..ind in these strenuous 
comretitive duyu. 

It is sometimea sucgevted that resf''1rch professors and 
students should carry their work to suitably ~uiet retreats. 
Unfortunately the -'ni veTsi ty ~m .. _:::. 11 ... : u. ~ (J c d.oGenerate into 
a mere te,... ... cl.,~ ,.s ins i tution 1 cJ.:ing the inl:3.t>ira-:ion due to con
tact with modern discovery u:i me.l '/ho snare in its adVI:!.Ilce. 

It L..I noteworthy that the Jcho01 Cor.lITlissioners purchased 
a costly site on Dniversity ~treet because they felt an ured 
tha"t no body of men would ever even contemplE!.te the sacrileGe 
of placinc- a railway on a street ',i tl: IicGil1 Universi ty on one 
side and their c-reat :i:ont:teal Hig:h Johool on tile other . 

Active steps must be uickly taken if the citizens of 
Hontreal are to protect their rights and lib:;rties and seopre 
tne educational privileges fOT their sons and daughters wl~a~~~ 
they hc...ve inherited. from a past already great for a ':uture 
which S1101 .• 1o.. be glorious. 



"Hr castrth forth his ice 
like morsels." 

HOWARD T. BARNES D.Sc 

F .R.S.C .. M .E . I.C .. F.R.S. . 

RESEARCH ICE EXPERT 

P .O . BOX 152. STATION B 

---
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~luGILL l T X[\' l'~HSI'l'Y 

:\IOX'l'l~K\L L7Y~" u 
'~'Jl'1 l'>lAUUOl'<ALI) PUY81()S llUlLI)ING 

* 

J i r .b.rth1::r '}urr i 0 , 
T)ri:cci~al, 
~:cGill Un':' vcr ~"o t;y. 

April 
f..!._ird 
lS~5 

In ro ly .L 0 YO'lr let ter oi I""a:och 31..:: t l be~: to 
report a~ folloWd. 

On Apr ~l 2r~:l 1 Let }ro:e~...:or "l<.1'r \11.0 told le 

t:ln~ he :.'ld .Jeer.;. :Jr . !"!erd~J Vi:1" :J .Jtill '< r from ilel~ 
o:.,nd ::rea ly ri..,jre .. hled o~ :LL.3 iY.:J.oiL.ty to t::..ke part 
i: tte m.ttor of trr~_w~y~ on Univerwit: ~treet. 

I t ~ope<.r::J thf t thero :'e three CJIl1!".li:osione:s, 
. r . ... lord , •. r. -' t . 'jyr < nd •.. 1'. rc~_i l"2.. , that id to 
::Jay, '-n e~rincer, l<">'.Jyer ar.d crl!r..itect. '.L':he<3e three 
me:: r..<tve t::e first ana. lust 'ord 9.8 to t '&':l\/' Y ext snsions 
cnci re i1: a pOl..li tion to order t1:.e r,.. .I.1. '.ys Company to 
w ke new 1 Lnu~ [..::l ro ~uired. 

Tt is .3t< te'i i;,}: .... t f;uch order...., 1:.< ve C".lre~iy a"'
po[:.rcd :.£: the I.linl te-uook) 0 )"1: to ins"""ection of tLe 
I.r'3.'lli7n.ys Corr.J.1Lssio 1. 1.( ti: .. ...: .is~r'J.e t~_e lrarrH _yl:.! Com
.09.ny 11 tVe no 0 ti on 1.1 t to mr .. ke the extension uT Uni ver
G L ty 0tree t re soon as U!ey are a'r le to do ",,0. 

If V.e.ce is sorie delry in tt.is "J .clertuking, +hen 
Dr . Eerdt 10 tld, we t:-".Jt, rec'"'ve:o srfficie .tl:' to t' ke 
1:i l cLrt i. the J.'r-=-mvm:rd Comrr.i'sion _.d vie mi(i ... t ["et 
actio ... --:ror t'.F.:.t 00r.:r.liss':'on froT.; tr..e oint OL' view of f.,Yl 

e :Ci noer, r~ t' er t : ... 0. ... fro.l < lavl" e~' e Id an ['rchi tect only. 

:".; deO!!!"': that ti.e Ctue .... tion iB nore imminent thf'Y. 
we r.1iE"ht ~ J.dro fro l:r. :Coward. .~urrc...~ l .J io.e[... 

\ furtl:e:c rcp01't oc the J.l n .. T.l1a n;JTG :lve~tio1: is 
t..tt""cl'ell . 



Dr. A. S. Eve, 
Phy 1CB Bu~ldine. 
oGill Unlver~ity. 

y dear Dr. Eve:-

arch 31st, 1925. 

I havo seen the Tram ays people 
and have an assurance fro~ them that their announced 
programme. as far as University Street Is concerned, 
will not be carried on untIl further consideration 
is given any representations whioh oGill University 
caros to make. I am told that there i~ no possi
bility of the matter being prooeeded with this year 
under any oircumstances. . 

Will you ploase examine previous 
reports on this matter and see if there Is anything 
further which the Physics Department can add. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 
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McGILL U IVERSITY 
FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

I),an·. ftiet: 

FRANKO AOAMS.~H.D.OSc F"RS DUN 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LL.D., 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MONTRUL Dec. 4th. 1922. 

I reoeived fro~ kr. Glassoo under ~~te Nov. 25th. 

a communication stating that yon desired me to prepare a statement 

showing the effect on the work of the Jac~lty of Applied Science 

of a street oar line on University Street, and requesting that in 

my statement I include a reoital of the disadvantages whioh would 

result from suoh. a line, to the work carried on in any Science 

Bllildinp,s which might be erected on Uni",rersi ty street between 

Sherbrooke and Milton Streets. 

These disadvantages must be oonsidered under three 

heads:-

(a) Noise. 
(b) Vibration. 
(c) Electric and Cagnetic disturbances. 

(a) NOise. There is no doubt that a double line of street 

cars running on a narrow street ffilCh as University Street will on 

account 0-: the continuons noise incident to this traf_ic make the 

property facing on this street distinetly less val\lable for the 

erection of University Buildinrs • 

. hen the cars are in food order and the track is in 

good condition the noise need not be ver~ great, b~t these factors 

are not always present, and if one considers t~e excessive nOise 

now made by the street cars rllnnine: on st. Catherine Street, it is 
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evident that this is certain to hav~ a very disbubing ef-fect 

upon the work which would be carrie on in lecture rooms and 

laboratories of buildings facing on University Street. 

The Conserve. torium of .. :usic and the new Science 

~lilding are the only ones which would be i~~ediately affected, 

but as the whole of the west side o~ University street between 

Sherbrooke and Milton streets \i11 eventually be occupied by 

University Buildings this disturbance will, as years go on, be 

an ever increasing nuisance to the Univp,rsit~. 

As there is a steep incline on University street, 

rising from st. Catherine to Sherbrooke, it ~s very likely that 

the stoppine; place of the cars will be iIllI!lediately o!)nosite the 

Conservatoriurn. and the continued stopninp.: and starting of both 

lines of cars at this point will certainly disturb the students 

of the ConservatorinTI:. when engaged in their musical studies. 

(b) Vihration. It is certain that street cars running 

on University street will produce a certain amount of vibration 

in all the Uni versi ty BuildinEs erected on tr..a t street, and this 

more especially since under University street between Sherbrooke 

and ~':il ton there is a thi ck denosi t of bIle c1av in which it is 
~ ~ 

difficul t to sec1ue p"ood foundations. The vibration produced by 

the passa~e of the cars would make it impossible to use any 

buildings constructed on this street for seismographic investigations. 

It would :"urthermore inter-:ere to a certain extent with the operation 

of delicate balances and simt:ar instruments of precision which must 

be used in some of tbe bu.t.:i..din["s at least which will be erected on 

University street. 



Sir Arthur Currie. 

I am enclosing a letter fro~ Dr. Porter in 

which he gives the results 0"" some investigations he made a 

3. 

few years ago in connection with vibrations produced in buildings 

by movin~ cars. These in estigRtions were carried out more 

particularly to determine the extent of the vibration which would 

be nroduced by trains running through the Canadian Northern Tunnel 

which passes beneath the University Campus, but in connection with 

this Dr. Porter made certain investigationson the vibration produced 

by the passage of ca:r~ and heav.,r vehicles on streets which have a 

direct bearing on the matter under consideration. 

(c) Electrical antl I.: gnetic di sturbances. There is 

also to be considered the effect of ~owerful electric currents 

oassinp- through the wires w!lich wo lid be ':let 1.:r Ofl r:niversity street 

to supply motive power for the street cal's. These electric currents 

will not ef-:ect t:r1e work of most of the D6}?u.rt .. lents ',vhich may be 

housed in the university ~lildinrs on this street. The Department 

of Electrical Engineering is of the o~inion that these ~lrrents will 

not be sufficiently powerful to interfere with the work which will 

be done by this Departr!lent in the new Science Building to be erected 

at the corner of ... il ton and Uni versi ty streets. 

Dr. Eve, however, is of the opinion that these c11rrents 

will very seriously inter~ere with the work which is carried on in 

the present Physics Building. The cnrrents passing through the 

street Railway wires on st. Catherine street can be distinctly 

recognized in the Physics Building at the present time, and Dr. Eve 

believes that if a car line was placed on University street it would 
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be quite impossible to carry on investiga tions in many fields 

of electrical and magnetic research. 

I do not know that I shoulCl_ toncQ l'pon this matter 

so far as it af~ects the present Physics Building, since this is 

on the Campus and not on University Stree~, an": is furt11ermore, 

I understand, being made the subject of a statement addressed to 

you by Dr. Eve. Since, however, it has been repeatedly suggested 

that the present Physics Building must, as years go on, be extended 

to University Street in order to acco~~odate the increasing number 

of students, I ha"e consulted Professor Eve with reference to this 

suggestion and find that it is his opinion ~ in snch an 

extension it would be impossible to give advanced instruction or 

to carry on research in many important departments 0":- his subject. 

I remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Enclose Dr. Porter's report. 



COP Y 
rall 28-1925' To the itor 

J ontreal at r ontre 1 

Dear Sir. 
.T.CO. - UNIVERSITY ST ENSIOU 

SUr 1y it 1 not too late for the re id nts of Univer it 

Street and neighbourhood to prote t th proposed inva ion of hi di t~ict ~ 

by th ontrea1 'ir report d in your ridny' leSt. 

Th project fro P rk av nue ia. rince Arthur and Univ r ity 

Streets to Dorcheatere is of no ben fit to th travelling public but i 

mer 1y a convenient itch for th • T. Co. and the invasion of thi 

educational and r oiuent:a1 ction of th City will be a source of v ry 

crav d~6er to ~ youn P opl ntt n in cGill University and th ~dh 

School consequ ntly the ce ie not only locnl bu~ of public inter t 

as th se institutions ~r. nttended ~y pupilo from lover th City 

Anyone o Imo 0 t erade of Univer ity Street from Prince 

. Arthur. can realize the speed at ich the tr cars ill travel south • 

and the d~er to ich I refer • ich 11 add to the existing danger 

of our Il speedway'_ on erbrooke Stre t. 

~rustine that public attention through your column 

to prompt action. 
Your truly 

PRO BONO PUBLICO. 

Copie to Sir Arthur Curri 

and the Principal of til ontreal High School 

c;7~~ 
-19S-//e~~e /heefUj. 

11 lead 
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Dr. A. S. ETe. 
Physics Building. 
cGll1 Universit '. 

Doar Dr. ETe:-

April 18th, 1925 • 

1 have your letter of the 15th 
of April with Dr. Fo~terts memorandum, for which I 
thank you. 

I think w ~hould confine our 
fieht to our own area if possible. If e begin 
to discuss the effeot of the proximity of tram 
lines to sc1entlflc buIldings soce one ill rise 
and tell UB. what I believe is a fact. that 
Rutherford did all his ork at ·anchester in a 
building immediately on a car line where t~e traffic 
was quite aa heavy as anything w may expeot on 
University Street. Somehow or other I feel that 

e can preserve our present immunity. 

Yours faithfully. 

Principal • 



~Ic(llr,L t":\I\"]':H:--;rl'Y 

:\IOX'I'I~E.\ L 

~lr Art~ur Currie, 
L'rincip[.:.l ~~cGill Uni versi ty , 
I.~ontre::...l. 

DeElr ...,ir Arth r, 

April 
~'ifteenth 
1926 

At our interview \-vi th the ?ramways Commission 
yesterday,::r . Archibald , one of tl:e GOInmissioners, 
said th~t street-railways reDlly did n~t occasion 
trouble at Yale Unive 'si t:i • a stateme~Lt which 1 
ende::...voured to controvert . Enclosed is a state
ment by ~r . l'oatcr who spent three years at Yale 
University do i ng research work and giving lectures 
tr.ere. 

You will no doubt decide whether it is 
worth while to send this for~ard or not. 

Yours very sincerel~, 



'~'1J E .'\1A(JDO . NALH .L' UYSICS II . l.ilLJ>lXG 

McGILL L"X " • 1 \ J<~HSI'I'Y 

:\IO~'l'I'J' - "' ',_ \J-, 

C;{ e cvv ~ ~ aA-£ 
j~ ~peL qhro~ 

F61fP~ yaV.- ~~ 
Jf-~ ~ hPeyt- ft 

(iJ'd ~ ~ ;-vnvli &- ~dhc2~ 
(}vtCk fyC¥YV' ~. !)j.e ~ 4 a--< 

d.JhA- ~ dh a S'~ ~ Cl 

CJ (t,'h.1, 13 ~ r L~ jJ '1)--, 

in' t£.' CV>- J'J Oh <' S' 4 / 



MEHORANDtnl! ON EFFECT OF STREET RAILWAYS 

The trolleys which run along Prospect street, new Haven, 
Conn. and carry the employees of the 7inchester .J.!irearms Co. 
pass near three buildings of the ~heffield dcientific School 
of Yale University. Two of these are used for lecture pur
pose",; the third is use D. mai n} a s an office building with a 
laboratory on the second flo or. I took a lecture cou rse in 
one of these buildings (tJ.le old Chemical Laboratory) in 1915. 
TI:e lectures 'iJere seriously inter _ upt ed by ti:e noise of passine 
ccrs. ~ach time a car passed ,one sentence of the le ~ture was 
lost, unless repeated by the professor. 

I must add that the cars on Elm Street also pass near 
many rale College 3uilflings, including dormitories, and a gym
nasium. A few lecture rooms in the basement of one buil ' ing 
(Wright Hall) are fc.rther from the car line than the dheffield 
rooms and there the noise is much less troublesome. 

The ~JOrk at the old vloane Pl~ysics .Lab oratory on Li ore.ry 
~treet was greatly disturbed by cars on York ~treet. The 
most accurate optical work was done during a few hours at 
ni e;ht when the cars were not running. It was quite useless 
to 'V'Ior1:: wi th the I nrge concave grating during the day. This 
anti other expe1"i ences taught the phYSicists the s e: ious limit
ations imposod by the cnr lincs. As a result the new Sloane 
Physics Laboratory Vias built one-half mi l e from other Univer
sit~ buildihgs for the express purpose of avoiding evils due 
to the c~r lines. It :.as been necessary to allow twenty 
minutes between lectures ~ n consequence of this change. 

Macdonald ~ hysics Building, 
I.1cGill Universit v . J. 0-1-- _,.-I-® ~~~ P"_.D., 
A ~ril 15th, 19 2 ~. ~ ~~ ~L ~ 

Assiste.nt Professor of PhYSics 
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McGILL UNIVERSITY 

'" . MOXTREAL. 
DJ£P.\}(TMI!lNT OF B 

A. B. M.A.OALL IOCHEMISTHY 

8(1)1'O£.Y BLISS. :Mo PllOF.II:8S0R 
SST. PHOFE8S01l 



Dr. S. Bliss, 
10loeioal u:lQin), 

·cG!ll -niv rSity. 

Dear Profo~~or .1isF:-

llovember 3rd, 1927. 

I fu~ly appreciate the 
neoessity ef dea~l e lth the matter of speeding 
automobiles on the campus ronds. 

e have printed instructions 
which are distributed to all tho stUdents re-
garding the usc of automobiles on our roads and 
the speed at which they may be urlven. Our 
groundsnan is instructod to check ast driving 
and 1 am having the offenders paraded before e. 

I shall soe ~r. arler and 
will give additional instructions nhich I hope 
will lessen the danger. If not, ;e shall have 
to close the grounds to motor cars altogether. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 
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LIGHT, H OWER COSTS 

U lVERSITY BUILDI..l GS 

Item 1928 - 1929 1929 - 1930 1930 - 1931 1931 - 1932 1932 - 1933 

Capital Expenditure, Central Station 

Operating Costs 
Deprecla.tlon 
Interest 
Gross Operating, Interest & Deprn. 

Less Li~t & Power Supplied to:-

Royal Victoria College 
McGill Union 
Strathcona Hall 
Sub-total 
Sale of Steam 
TOTAL CREDITS 

.et Operating, Interest & Deprn. 
Light, Heat & Power for Buildings not 
Oorulected to Central Station 

Light, Heat & PONer Costs for 
University Buildings ~ 

$ 241,818.00 
. 

68,442.00 
4,897.00 

2,882.00 
500.00 

4,132.00 

4,1~2.00 

75,348.00 

$ 103,735.00 
"""v 

$ 241,818.00 

59,081.00 
4,897.00 

69,874.00 

2,882.00 
500.00 

4,132.00 

65,742.00 

$ 98,369.00 

'tP 366,346.00 

58,020.00 
6,454.00 

77,297.00 

2,882.00 
500.00 

3,682.00 

61,325.00 

95,226.00 

$ 424,739.00 

64,438.00 
6,990.00 

86,661.00 

3,966.00 
500.00 

4,491.00 

20,599.00 

66,062.00 

.. .00 

$ 91,587.00 

.. -

.L -

Steam for Pathology a.t one dollar ($1.00) per thousand pounds as against one dollar and sixteen cents (~1.16) 
Operating Costs for 1932 - 1933 estimated • 

- j ) . 

432,388.00 

70,794.00 

.. 
$ 91,033.00 

( bot:> ( 
le 
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I CABLE ADDRESS 
"IRISMAUL" 

DEPARTMENT. 

CANADA CEMENT CO. BUILDING 
MONTREAL 

20 VICTORIA STREET 
TORONTO 

MONTREAL. 22nd August, 1930. 

Sir Ar hur W. Currie, n.C.M.G., K.C.B.,LL.D., 
Principal and Vice-rhancellor, 
McGill University, 
Jlontreal, P. Q.. 

Dear Sir:-
---------

IN REPLYING PLEASE REFER TO ABOVE HEADING 

~~ay I take the liberty of confirm:ing 
the interview which you very kindly accorded me on August 
20th, at which we discussed the possibilities of your 
permitting my firm the privilege of making a comprehensive 
proposal covering all the insurance reqUirements o~ the 
University, in the hope that we might be equally as success
ful is securing for you a substantial improvement compared 
with existing conditions, as we have been on previous 
occasions for many of the leading public bodies and commercial 
and industrial enterprises throughout the Dominion of Canada. 

As I explained to you our firm is enabled, 
by its large and widespread business, to maintain special 
facilities which are not commonly offered by other Insurance 
representatives, and we believe that we are in a particularly 
advantageous position to secure for you benefits which cannot 
be obtained elsewhere, and we would greatly appreciate an 
opportunity of laying before you a concrete proposal. In order 
to do this it would, of course, be necessary for us to make a 
complete investigation of the present conditions and to have 
our Engineers survey your properties. 

I understand that you will be so kind as 
to give this matter your consideration when you have an oppor
tunity and I shall greatly appreciate anything that you can do 
to permit us to go into this 'matter alo the lines suggested. 

MGLeMjO. 



ugu. t 23, 1930 

Llmitd, 

D r r. L • rchnnt, 

.... clmo.lede; 
1 ttor of h 22n Ith f 

1'0 Gibl consol! th c r 
y oGtll Univo 

I 
r up a th n 
• 

Your fa i thfully • 

Principa.l. 
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THE CANADIAN FAIRBANKS-MoRSE COMPANY.LiMITED 
MONTR EAL OUEBEC. ST. JOH N. OTTAWA .TORONTO. HAM I LTON.WI N DSOR. 

WI N N IPEG. REG INA ,SAS t<ATOON ,CALGARY. VANCOUVER. VI CTOR lA. 

SECRETARY'S OFFI CE 

MONTREAL A.:.... ;lSt lOtn, 1933. 

~ear Sir rthux:-

YelSterdL.I t. ;ternocn, •.•••. ~ c
Farla .. 'le was good o::lou".h to nCCO_I!=I~Y onE' 0: our 
cn "'ineore ana myself in the lJ.1Spcction of the 
-oro-certies 011 Sherbrooke S'!;reet ,leD t in ' v;'hi~:l 

:t is proposed by the UI.':'.;ersity to lnst 11 
oii b1.Lrner oqt..ip:.lent. s a res ut 0::' t __ is 
invost~~-a.tion v;c submitted to .':r. Ja.cFarlane, 
et ~:s office, this morr.ng, wr:tter. q~tetlous 
cover in..., 01:.. .. 4 lIor.tor :Oor t"lis 'l'7or.:. 

lee:: s accer: t rJ:,{ t: Bl1.t..'"S for 
yo~r co~rtesJ in grant' e me an interview Jes 
terdey morning and for mvir.g given tn:s metter 
your personal attcntio • 

Sir rthur C1.Lrrie, 
rincipal & Vice Cbc~ccllor • 

•• c&i11 Uni versi t.r • 
• " 0 n t r Cl a 1. 

Secra Cl r,y 
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PHONE MARQUETTE.2906 PHONE MT. ROYAL HOTEL UPTOWN 6360 LOCAL. 27 

DRS. WILLlAM & HOWARD REILLY 
DR. WILL.IAM REILL.V 

DR. HOWARD REILLV 

DR. WILLARD JOHNSON 

1471 DRUMMOND ST. 

MONTREAL,. 
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HON. ATHANASE DAVID 

HON. PRESIDENT 

't:Xq;UTIVE 

L. J. TARTE, PRESIDENT 

ALPHONS£ N. BRODEUR 

HON. VICE-PRESIDENT 

L. J. TART£ 

PRESIDENT 

A,~~/j/~ ~ "/V1 <-
I/"'(/V<-'\...f/-- 1 -ob~&.:-r;;£MNER 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

J. H. WEBB, 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT 

O. LEFEBVRE. 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT 

CHAPLAINS 

REV. J . C. BEAUDIN 

REV. GILBERT OLlVER 

HON. MEMBER 
HOWARD MURRAY 

A. C. THORN, SECRETARY-TREASURER 

DIRECTORS 

MADAME L. L. BRUNEAU 

A. H. BEDARD 

HECTOR CADIEUX 

VICTOR DORE 

D. P. FITZGIBBON 

A. L. FYON 

WALTER F, HARRIS 

H. R. HARRISON 

D. C. LOGAN 

H. M. MAWHINNEY 

H. C. WRIGHT 

TEL. HA. 5840 P. O. BOX 2726 ROOM 1213, ALDRED BUILDING 

MEDICAL BOARD 

DR. W. J. PATrERSON 

DR. E. ST-JACQUES 

CONVENERS 

DR. G . CAISSE 

DR. A. B . CHANDLER 

DR. H. B. CUSHING 

DR. R. H . DEROME 

DR. EO. DUBE 

DR. A. GRANT FLEMING 

DR. H. R . DUNSTAN GRAY 

DR. J. A. NUTTER 

DR. F. G . PEDLEY 

DR. W . G. TURNER 

F. J. LIWERTY, K.C" LEGAL ADVISER DR. N. T . WILLIAMSON 

MISS M. A. DAIGLE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

MONTREAL, 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Dean of McGill University, 
M 0 n t rea 1 • 

Dear Sir:-

October 7th, 1933. 

We are presently engaged in the organization 
of our Annual Tag Day,-- specially termed: "Forget-Me-Not" 
Day, on behalf of all crippled children, irresoective of 
race, creed or nationality,- and which is to take place 
on the 28th of the present month. 

In order to make the best of this opportunity 
at our disposal, for gathering in as much as possible for 
the benefit of the handicapped, we would appreciate it 
greatly if you would kindly allow our Taggers or collectors 
to enter the grounds of McGlll University on the occasion 
in question. 

Trusting that you will give your kind con
sideration to our request, and grant the permission 
sought for, 

I am, 

Yours very Sincerely, 

'm.Cl.~ 
Executive Secretary. 
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I nter-Jepartment Corrupondence 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

Sirf.rthur\l. Currie, G. C. M. G., K. '1. p., 
Princip~1 and Vice-Chancellor, 
1'!cGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir rthur:-

October 23rd, 1933. 

We aoknowledge your memor ndum of October 19th 

in connection with the withdrawal of our uniformed groundsman 

and as the cold weather is approaching, we suggest that the 

matter of replacement stand over until M'Y, 1934. In the me~n-

time, we would welcome the appOintment of a. committee by your-

self to Bet up regulations to guide us in the oontrol of the 

Campus so that when this uniformed groundsman is returned to 

duty. we will have a set progr~~e to adhere to. 

submi.tted, 

P.W.~aCFarlane/D. 

/ 

/ 
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FERNAND DUFRESNE, 
DIRECTOR 

E. H. GOBEIL, 
ASS'T ... DIRECTOR ., AOMlNlSTRAnON 

C. BARNES, 
AIS'T •• DIRECTOR ... DlSClPLlNB 

Police Department 

City Hall 

Montreal, 

All correspondence to be addressed 
to the Director of the Police Dept. 

J"uly 26th, 1933. 

Major W.C. Currie, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill university, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir,-

/EL'E 

I am in receipt of your letter 

or the 24th inst., intonning us that a lady by 

the name of Male. M. st Pierre is keeping a disorderly 

house at No. 3454 Un! versi ty street', hich house is 

owned by the University. 

In reply, I wish to assure you that 

the officers in charge 01' the district will give their 

earnest attention to your complaint, Blld as soon as I 

will be informed 01' the result ot their investigation 

in this case, I will not tail to conmunicate rl th y 

Yours very truly, 

ASST-DIRE DEPAR'lMENT • 



19 
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o r ul.ly. 

Prlnclp 1 



FERNAND DUFRESNE, 
DIRECTOR 

E. H. GOB ElL, 

Police Department 

City Hall 

All correspondence ro be addres.ed 
ro the Director of the Police Dept. 

ASs'T.·DntECTOR .... ADMINISTRATION 

C. BARNES, 
A •• 'T.-DU\ECTOR ~ DISCIPLlNB Montreal, August 4th, 1933 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
Principal and Vice-Chancelor, 
McGill University, 
IJIONTREAL.-

Dear Sir, 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo with reference to the house 
at No. 3454 University Street. 

This house was kept under observation and 
up to now we have no definite proof that it is a 
disorderly house. 

Should we secure more definite informations 
about mhecharacter of this house, we will communicate with 
you. 

EHG/RL MONTREA 



Police Department 

City Hall 

All correspondence 10 be addre .. ed 
[0 the Director of the Police Dept. 

FERNAND DUFRESNE. 
DIRECTOR 

E. H. GOBEIL. 
ASS'T ... Duu~CTOIl ~ ADMINISTRATION 

C. BARNES. 
ASS'T.-D,UCToa ~ DlSCIPUNll Montreal, August 11th, 1933.-

Major C. W. Currie, 
Principal and Vice-Chancelor, 
McGill University, 
MONTREAL.-

Dear Sir, 

RE No. 3454 University street. 

7ith further reference to your letter of 
the 24th ultimo, I beg to inform you that two of our men 
have rented a room at No. 3454 University street, during 
six days. From their observations this place is not a 
disorderly house. 

Yours 

per 

EHG/RL 
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I Three Are Selected 
I To Submit Tenders 
IOn McCi ~Building 

(From OUI' Own Correspondent .) 

MONTREAL, Aug. 17.-Sel
elected list of three firms is 
figuring until Thursday, Aug'
ust 20, with J. Cecil McJ.)ou
gall, an'hiicd. and engineer', 
1221 O!;borllc str(~et, for pro
posed addition and e,' tension 
to maintenance huilding, Cal'
leton Road, for Board of Gov
entors, J\1cGiIl University, A. 
P. S. G!asseo, s{~cretary, 805 
Sherbl'Qoke street west. 

Li!;t of firms figuring is as 
follow!;: - Anglin • Norcl'oss. 
Limited, 892 She:brooke street 
west; Atlas Con!;trurtinll Co., 
I .. imited, 679 Belmont street; 
E. G. M. Cape and Company, 
629 Cathcart street. 

Plan!; (~all for addition of 
two storeys, concrete founda
tion, concrete and stOIlC COJ)
struction. 

(First report, Aug. 6, 1931.) -----------------------. 



d 3F:9Jy£rl {;Y&»0JIn}/'~7I(ud 
&z:?m~~~ack/J 

~7bh~o£2?ue 

~Ptl~t(;/&/~~pe9f~r;-

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
~.fcGill university, 
!.1on treal, Que. 

Dear Sir: 

A.l.:! lb C 20tih 1931 

Mr. Cecil ~.~cDO-:lgall has sent. us the plans of 
tbe maintenance building, and we are quoting on it. 
I am very pleased. 

After seeing you at your office I had a 
conversa Tion wi th ~.jI .Macfarlane. He explaine d the 
situation to me and stated his reasons for his exclu
sion. My information had been that the tunnel work 
had been completed to everyone's satisfaction and a 
full settlement made in common accord. Appare~tly 
that was superficial. But I quite understood his 
point of view and I was pleased to be able to say 
that the cause of his discontent was removed. On 
that basis he said he would ask you to open the door. 

I beg to thank you for your note and for 
removing the bar. 

Yours very truly, 

AFB/RH 
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. , . McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

FR£NCH SUMMER SCHOOL 

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE LA.NGUAGES 

Sir Arthur Currie, Principal, 
lv~cGill Univ rsity, 
110ntr al. 

D r Sir Arthur:-

July 19th, 1930. 

I m writing to ask if you could ~e 
~om way of su pending th construction work besid the 
CoIl g? ~e h ve ~tood th inf rn 1 r ck t produc d 
by this, until the n rve~ of prof s&or~ and stud nt~ 
alik r absolut lyon dg. The noi now b gin~ at 
fiv o'clock in th morning. This ~t 1 st could be 
prey nt d, eould it not? 

I pologi ze for troubling you vIi th 
thi~ m tt r, but it i~ of very real importane , as 
th eontinu ne of thi noi~ is having a v ry detriment 1 
ffeet on th work. moral and reputation of th School. 

Yours f ithfully, 

/ 



· . 

N.B. They were also told that they 

were at perfect liberty to make 

use of the Arts Building for all 

their classes. Miss F ield says 

they offered this before and the 

reply was that they didn't want to 

go upstairs (and there are no more 

rooms available downstairs). 

I met Professor du Roure in the driveway and 
he said had he known they were to work at the 
R.V.C. he would not have held the School this 
year. However, I think it has all been 
straightened out now and they will forget 
what they have suffered. 



Profo or R no u uro. 
Pr noh S r Se 001, 
oGill Unl or Ity. 

D r ProfesGor du Rour • 

roh! t et 
It p r 

the pi1 
n o"clock. 

b n pu h d for 
today. 

July 23, 1930. 

li r C rds h ol~o. thor 
st b oerta.in 

not h 7 ~ nor 
driver ls gone. 

ount of firing-up, but you hould 
r ou nnoy no, fne tho. pi1 -

Your f lthfully. 

llfr d Bo y .. 
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PRINCIPAl... 

Rev . JAMES SMYTH. D . D, LL.D . 
DEAN 

Rev. D. L . RITCHIE . 0 D . 

THE UNITED THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE 

MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur eurrie, G.e.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, McGill University, 
M 0 N T REA L. 

Dear Sir Arthur Currie _ 

MARCH 
24th 
1932. 

For the past two or three weeks we have 
been troubled at night by a noise which I thought atfirst 
came from the Power House of the University but which I 
now understand is caused by a fan which has been installed 
in one of the rooms of the Biological Building just 
across the roadway from this College. The noise does not 
trouble us much during the day but the fan is kept running 
all night and the window of the room seems to be left 
open with the result that it is very difficult indeed to 
obtain sleep. I had hoped that we would in time become 
accustomed to the noise but on the contrary, it is getting 
on our nerves and has really become almost intolerable. 

I am very reluctant to trouble you but 
would feel greatly obliged if the fan could be removed to 
a room at the other side of the Building or if some other 
arrangement could be made. Until this is done I would 
appreciate it very much if the fan could be shut off between 
say 11.30 and 2 o'clock at night so that we might have a 
change to get to sleep. 

~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ___ Thanking you in anticipation, 

~~ ~~ Faith~ully yours, 

~~~~~r!~IL~~ 
~ si. -t:s ~ t.:. P/i..~hx 

~4 ~1~~ :2 if/ "7/ z>:z, /4JzZ{,tl4 ~ ~ 
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Dear Sir or 1~dam, 

Registrar's Office, 
McGill University, 

Montreal, Q,ue. 

November 28th, 1930 

It has been suggested that the conflicts which 
frequently occur in the times of University functions might 
in many cases be avoided if there were some clearing house of 
information on such matters. 

starting With the Neu Year, an enc~gement book will be 
kept in the Registrar's Office which will contain all the 
information avoilable concerning times and places of lectures, 
debates, dinners, dances and other functions. 

It is hoped that before settling upon the date for 
a meal or 0. mGeiing, those responsible ,::ill consult this book 
either personally or by telephone, and that when they have 
selected a date they nill inform the Registrar's Office so that 
others may know, and undesirable conflicts be avoided. 

It pould assist greatly if the secretaries of societies 
made it a rule to send a copy of all their notices to the 
Registrar's Office for this engagement book. 

Yours faithfully, 

Registrar 
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On boh If Ba d of Govern-
or of tho Univ rei ,I i h ta st. lortunateIy 
or unfortun t 11', cOl11 1 itn right in tho vory 
h ~r af 'ontr 1, h~vc boon her for ~re th n 
a un r d 1'enro e In ~ opinion 1 ays~ be here, 
altho h th re r ny 010 ely SGO 1 t d .Ith the 
Unl ersity ha h v fro. tl e to tI 8ue~ested that • 
novo to Ba e plnoe a J cent to tho C1tl. he c we ould 
have crreat r roo for e panslon and her 0 mIght hope 
to provide for oursolv f oilitles hloh re not t 
pr 8 t vail hI. hoso ha re in t vour of ~ovlng 
paint out th t e h TO all too ~ew pl~ln8 fields. 
They also s ge t the diftlcul~ of civIng to the 

1 hborhood of t e Univorslty th t lr of seclusion, 
dignity nd respeot ility hioh hOuIddCharaot rise 
the ploce horo uniTorsi ~ is tuate. 

For thoae 9 nd ~ ~ other reasons 
hloh will readil7 sugcest themselvos to TOu. it is the 

praotice in many plac8sto create UnIver 1. ty DIstriot 
or locality, within which great care 18 exorol.ed by the 



.. , 
• 2 

civio uuthorities a to the oharaotor ot building or 
bu inoss to hlch p rmission 1. .. el on to bt bli h d. 
For instance, everyone ouId recocrn1z the d sirability 
of proventing saloons, pool rooms, or bu in sees of t 
1 ~S desirable natura trom oponin in c ~~utrlot. 
I am orry to a y thn t in the noighborhood of teGIlI 
thore are many housos put to uses to whioh e objoot, 
~I mu t say your police hav b en ory oo-oparati 

in aeoine to it that t se houses are checkod nnd 
limitod. 

10 • undertaking p rlours, I 
kno • r n COB arJ, but till have an objeotion 
to one elng plaood im~9diat ly oppo ita our front door, 
and I do not think 0 ro nakine an unr asonablo requost 

hon 0 ask you 0 aao to it thnt tho 0 nor stablishos 
himself 1 e hore. I fool that in thIs m tter 0 oan 
rely upon your most oordial co-operation. 

Princ ipo.l. 
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Co mile Execu tif &ecutive Comrnittee 

Il6tel de Ville Gib' Hall 

J,..ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT 

TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R. 

ALFRED MAT H IEU 

0:-1'1. SAVI GNAC, N. P. 

WM.-SMILEY WELOON 

Montreal , May 17t.h, 193'J. 

Sir Arthur Currle,C.C.M.G., K.C.B., t.L.D., 
McGill University, 
M 0 n t rea 1. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

Alderman Gilday has just 
to11 me that you did not recei7e ar.y answer 
tc your letter to Mayor Houde. 

I cannot understand such 
action a3 His Worship is certainly attentive 
to all matters. 

I may say J hm':ever, tha t 
I immediately got into Rction upon Sir Thos. 
Tait's complaint Dt Bernier's undertaking 
establishment, and the Executive Committee 
issued orders to have this building placed 
under survaillance and the moment that Bernier 
made the slightest move which was against the 
law, the City would take action. 

Believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 

Member of the Exec~tive 
Committee. 

) 



Idor~~n & S el on, 
x cutiv CommitteD, 

City H 11, 
ontr 1" 

D r 1 r n 1 on, 

• y 20th, 1930. 

I D erat ful for th inform~
tion contain d in your 1 tt r of the 11th. I h 
tiro B tho ht of ~ vourine to er t 11tt1 0 b ni 
tlon, th of hieh ouid b to 0 th t th Uni-

r;;oity Di triet 1 intains thoso ch"\ro.ctorl t a expect d 
in such d tric t; an Iso to seo t t thos buoinos os 
nd in titution hich oul obJ otion blo in ouch !'\ 

1 tri t hou1d b opt t t ne 

Ith thi i nd th t 
k for offici 1 otlon 

I ... uro you 
time 0 fin 

T.l y loo to 

ill 
it 

ou 

1 ay.., y t t 
d1 pol tod to r aol 0 no ackno lodgmont 

h1p th yor to letter. 

You s f ithtully. 

Prineip 1 . 



Comite &ecutif 
Hotel de Vine 

J,..ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT 

TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R. 

ALFRED MATHIEU 

u:-M. SAVIGNAC, N P. 

WM.-SMILEY WELDON 

Executive Committee 
Ciry Hall 

---/ 
Montreal J ~F:J. Y BEnd, 1930. 

8 r Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.3., 
Principal, .icGill Universityz 
M 0 n t rea 1. 

My dear Sir ftrthur: 

20th inst. 
I have yours of the 

Kindly believe that 
I viII ~lways be at your entire disposal and 
do not hesitate to call on me ~'henever I may 
be of some service to you. 

I bee to rem'3.in 
'nth my beet regards, 

Yours very truly, 

hlember of the Execvtive 
Committee. 
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762 SHERBROOKE STREET. WEST. 

MONTREAL 

J L.le 1 It}, P)' o. 

I, 1 )Pc. 

{ L'" vel 



His or.aip, 
Cand11e oua. , 

Mayor of ODtrea1, 
City H 11 

o tr a I 

Dear Yr. MaJor, 

J 1 , 11 



•• r. s .ors ip, 
Ca ill "H1e, 



• 

• 
His or.aip, 

C mill. ., 



The •• rule. wtr. 
CIERJ(, in tIH' i t 
of fttr 1 at t ~ 

pro? d by J le 8 crepe u, CHIEF CITY 
n to The xeoutive C ittee 

r rooke 
1drlen to Id 

1 . & '-' "lors, 
01' '~111zed "for 

t.han tbese 

OU8 B 

art 

tIC 2 - It 1. f"orbl4Un to 
any 0 her purpo ,~ n t 08. ~tton 

any bull 1 
" 

for 

18 tor-bicl"'n te tt.llosit on vacant lots 11Y. terial .r "I k1Jlil 

.ting.r "rit.. le.,r p ~1. n ot or part • 
., tOl'bic1.d.&. 

ARTICLE 5 - It 1- forbidden ",0 bulld on on cd. er the ot.her or 
.rbreok. t., t ... n 8U1 anA eltr C~lllor., bUilding 1 ••• 

th .. tetlJl1,e •• t .. t 81x inCh •• ., t:M It_Ol_t4t 111., or or the 
.tt-.et 1tJle , lleWing the h rte&at4ttl 11_ at.tUg or.o extat1D&i 
a.a4 th ... t H ele .. tor all 0 nnruetion e .. buil4.tnge, eon-
., _tie ....... rl.. er &DJ ."truotloa. 
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An ICLE 6 - It la" bidden to bull n ~e .. brooke tl'e t ext@ri J
ilt trfl to fiat hlp.r than the ba .... Jlt. 

10 - It la Uistinotl 
an ~ b~o treet 

tak e"f'te only urn 

rill 
• 



Hi . or_h:), 
~hG ":[.vo1' Of l~ tro"l. 
c: t? H 1 , 
et!' 9 a 1. 

Deal' ::ar;-

& lett~r ~ddre~ e~ t. ~l 
ef th9 .ontl'l 

July 15th, 1930. 

1.&.' :.: •• :- t 

-0 wonld ~,., , h"l f). Ot'J "~l1d! :n Q l.r(l tn'!lt y tl 

, 11 J.·,~CJ ,'~l;; :;.V~ ~tHt4...0 ,J~ ')u. ·f.1 .. ,~ t. t t the 
y-l be l-'r .,pared. in :mcu .. tu~ian 'i th the University 

and ita ndv! el's. 

~c~ill U v r tty lr n ~r9titution kno n all 
ov r tne "orld and, not ~nly ... or its Oml S ~e but for 
th t of tne city, it ia essential t t ita s rr)undings 
an~lld be digni~lod nd s 1t~.le. 

Speci 1 conliiderati'Jn should bo given to tne 
19ht of llldlngs to be crected on the _ uth side of 

the street in the nei hbOilr.a:;)od of the University-
of our adviseri c.:>n Ider that no b 11lding should be 
ten storeys in h 19ht am expr 88 regret t he xistence 
of one high buU ing in t1lB.t :>cality_ _HG point 1s n 
import nt one and 1 lah to pInc myself on record no 
nd ak for a speol 1 hearin covering it. 



2 •••• 
Hia or,hlp, 
Tho _ayor ot ontr8s1, 

May I eu ge t that 1n the devcl)p~ent of the 
p~rt f the str et in t. e tleif:,1 boar .ood of the Un! versi ty 
a pl n might very ?oll bo ado)tod suoh a that which l'

t 
I un:lel'atnnd, in force in aO"tle part; ot aria. In aocordanoe 
ith tnll no uildlng can be ereoted in g1 ven area. unleu 

it ar~h1tocture it accept d by too. \0 1 oommittA9 or 
co ~1 sLI' ... !:uin;, ... i _bl I) tl1· \l nund.1ngB. If any 

.tiJn Le to be tn~wn conccrnlng ~h rbrnoke Street may I 
GU~gest no th~t you shoul r opt 80~e suoh 

JO' •• cipal. 



SIR THOMAS TAIT 762 SHERBROOKE STREET, W EST. 

MONTREAL 

July 16th, 1930. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

Montreal, Quebec. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I never received any ack-

nowledgement of my letter to you of the 16th 

ulto., in reference to the commercializing of 

Sherbrooke Street, anti I am wondering whether 

you ever received it. 

On my arrival here Monday 

I was told by the caretakers in my house that 

there had been several funerals from Bernier's 

Mortuary Establishment next door, since I wrote you. 

Yours very 



• 

l) ar 1.1 rman 

your lotter of th 
s u in 1 att r. 

xtrem ly obJ otlonabl 
I a v ry nxiou th t 
octo have 1 t toppod. 

J Y 2~th. 1930~ 

o our 
rt ting 
open d 

aklug adv ut S of 
to 0 11 upon you to 

~h ort 0 thing 1 
oGill Unlv r itY9 and 

hould b en t 

Your faithtully. 

Prinolp 1. 

d 
t 



Sir Tho a. .3 

762 Sherbrool 
ontr 1., l? 

• 
S 11 •• 

D ar Sir Thorna ,. 

I thought you might 11 ~ 
o hav a copy of th 1 tt r hioh ent to 

th yor, in upport ot your r 00 n tion 
g rdln~ th rei 11zatlon of Sh rbrook 

Str • 

Yours f lthfully 



, 
, .. 

Sir 1 t. 
St. , U. B 

D r ~lr 

ne t 

11 
n 

July 24th. 1930 0 

lth kind t l~h to L <l3 

I 

E r your f Ithfully. 



, 

His .or hip the • yor. 
City Hall. 

ontre 1. 

July 24th, 1930. 

You 111 r r that on the 15th instant 
I rot to you upportlng Sir ~homnG T itt s pi a that 
eel tain 'principles b 1 id oun gO~'orning the commerc i 1-
i tio of Sh .brook • 

rl on b 
parlQu.r 
dir etl 

J;hl ... r cont nett 
on , -1:. 

door to 
h 

hi 
I r 

ort of hine 

• as you kno , 
. bli h d fun ,r 1 

Idenc and 

ion 1 th you 
rnier' 

d to func ti.on .. 
bo n veral 

.. yor, to tha 

Evor yours! i thful1y ~ 

Prlnc lp 1 .. 



• 

DIRECTEUR DES SERVICES DIRECTOR OF DEPARTMENTS 

HOTEL D E VI LL E 
CHY HA L L 

.IlJLE S C R€'PFA U 

M O N TR ' AL July, 25th, 1930 . 

Sir Arthur i . CUrrie, 
Pr inci,)al, 1 cGill Uni vers';' t~ , 
.:ontreal . 

Sir: 

Your :etter of th 2~th inst . adQressed 
to AId rman 7el'on, re Bernier estal)lishment, has 
been ~unded to ~e. 

I wish to infor ,} you that we have in tructed 
the Detective Deoartment to nut on this case a s ecial 
detective to make a case against the said establishment, 
and we expect to be able to take proceedine;s as soon as 
this case is made . 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

JC/AC 



ARTICLE 1 - On Sherbrooke str~'t betweea Guy and City Councillors 
streetl, it is torbidden to build buildings to be 
ocoupied or utilized tor other purposes than those 
.entioned below: . 

1 ••• Residences and Apart .. nt Hou&es. 

2 ••• Ho8pit&ls and Orphanages. 

3 ••• Clubs. 

4 ••• Concert Balls. 

5 ••• Botels, with mlntaum of 100 roa-a. 

a ••• police and Fire Stations. 

7 ••• Railway Stations. 

8 ••• Banks and Otfice Buildings. 

9 ••• Post Ottices. 

10 •• Retail store&, not les. than tour 
storeys hilb, the ba8e.ent being 
oonsidered a .toret. No part ot 
any such buildinc shall be oocupled 
or utilized tor .. nutacturing pur
poses. 

ll •• Telephone Sxc~ange •• 

la •• SOhoole and ChUl'cbea. 

Special per.1t& must be obtained for Clubs, Conoert 
Balls, Botels and Retail Store •• 

ARTICLE 2 -It i8 rorb14"~ to repair or tran.torm any buildings tor 
any other purposes than those mentiorted above. 

ARTICLE 3 -It i8 torbidden to deposit on vacant lot. any aaterial 
or merchandise ot any kind. 

ARTICLE 4 -The posting ot adyerti •••• nt. or panel8 on lots or parts 
ot lot8 is striotly forbidden. 

AR!IC~ 5 -It is torbidden to build exterior stairway' on Sherbrooke 
Street. 

ARTICLE 6 -All new buil41ags being erected oD Sherbrooke Street be
t .. en GuyanA Clty Counoillor. street., aball be . at least 
thirt.y eight t •• t hlgh and haTe at least three .torey., 
tb. bas •• ent _.1a& cODsidere( • .t reJ •. 

ARTICLB 7 -Any extension et anr eXisting build1nc towardt the h~o
lopte4 line -at be of the •• _ heipt •• the esistin,; 
building. 

ARTICLE 8 -No stre.t-e line. shall be laid along an,. part ot Sher
brook. stree., bet.een City C .... illor. and Guy .Streets. 



lderman • H. Idon, 
Ex outiv Committ e, 
Oity Hall, 
ontr 1. P. • 

D r Alderman . ldon, 

Deo rnber 2nd, 1930. 

Sir ~ho s Talt oame to e 
me this ornlnB nd ha ho' n mo oOPY of th 
by-l ith r g rd to the r triotlons to be 
plaoed upon he r n b tu en Guy n City 
Counoillors tr eta on Shorbrooke S r t. I 

m rltlng to you no to y that cGl11 Uni
versity oordially appro 0 of these rostriotions 

nd ill upport Dy overnont to th t ond. 

E er yours faithfully, 

• 

Prlnoip 1. 



DOCKET ENDS: 

... 







--

B.J.Coleman, E q., 
J75 Prinoo rthur St. 

n r al. 

D ar r. Coleman. 

rthur Currl 
th incident 
26th. and in 0 
pic'-in tho flo 
to hi nd tol 
th tt. 
telllncr him 

y t t h 

June 28th, 1930. 

• 

hi.., 

pl yin bout 
undorstand th 
pick h 10 

do not m1 
the ground • bu you c n r 
t th Y u t not b 110 

or d roy th 1'1 n t • 

Your faithfully, 

S er t ry to th Prlnclp 1. 



DOCKET STARTS: 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 'S 

DEPARTMENT 

.... ir thur'. Currie, G.C .. 8G. t K .... , 
Princi. al &. ~"ice-Oh~"lcellor t 
~ cGi 1 tniverstty. 

De:.r :::iir thur:-

~1'ly lOtJ't. 1930. 

~ attach copy of letter sent to ~lco~ D. 
Barclt.;.y Co. , Ltd •• in connecti on \7i th the st ..... b' . shing of' a 
property line betw n:' 01 nt ay 1 .od c .... on""'l P....r" ,on. _lch 
ther ,i 1 b erocted steel lir:'~ fence. 

V ry t ,- yours, 

P. ';' ""cFarl.a:r e. 
: • ... :J. 

,.. 
v • 



alClOla D. 119 ,. Co.. LW. t 
4SI St. lITf4lo18 .,,181" Street. 
CIIIl~t • 

a. 01',. Of .oatreal aacl 00111 Unl Yerei V pl"OpO 
to .... ' • ItMl link taoe on b .ut 8114 JlOJ"th .~ Of 
JIolUlal& P.n where 1t adJow ODD'Rop:J. Parka 

11111 7ft p1 ... 60t .. our NpNMnta'lTea ill naltbg 
.. .telat aurv.,. W1 th .. 01 W .ng1D81J'1 to •• tabl1ah the prOp
• ., u.-. 

_ PJ'iawlpt.J. t 811 Arib1Ir 01Irn. 11 acreeable to ...,.,t Q1a ~ 1u. Aa .. ta_blia'be4 _ ,.our .. l".a and aut 
Oft" 80 .at U. oon.U'QOtlO1. ot Uti. t ... M:I be .t&JoMcl 
a' ".t~" the ... 1atlat et nob clocnIDeIlta to ,...or4 
the ex1a~ of ths.. 11 .... .., M _'lataotor7 to .. 
01" u4 UUftl'llt7 au\hIWit1ell. 

. otter tIl ..... 't;loa tbat tall. prope", lme 
lie ..... Sn AlA .. ___ .. to· pN'IIll' \)le lWOftl Of the 
.ut-, t .......... '$ .., ....... OIl tile Vu lm.. 

Ibla • .,~ ,.1 ... bIit'J'DOsl" to .,.. ottlo. 
'- .... --. ....... WOUl4 ... rn to 8'&t ill toaD .1 th 

• a. • AUU'-' Ohl" JllgiDMJI ot tbe 01t7 at 
MaatN&l.. la Qa' 'lda .... k.., ..... procr .. ~ ~tr. at OBOe. 

P.w .....,.1aDI. 
I ••• D. 

Qqpr " Ak A11RJr ovw. 

V., tru17 t OGn • 
IIO(ULL lVBi IlfI. 



DOCKET ENDS: 



DOCKET STARTS: 



Alderman J. A. Brodeur, 
Chalrman, Executive Council, 
City Hall, 
·ontreal. 

Dear Alderman Brodeur:-

June 9th, 1927. 

I dislike takinG up even 
a moment of your very busy llfe, but you can 
pass this letter on to the proper department, 
supporting my petition, if it Is possible for 
you to do so. 

1 am given to understand that 
the owner of 53 00111 College Avenue Is applying 
for a permit to alter the front portIon ot his 
premlses with a vIew to letting it to a Chinaman, 
who will conduot a laundry there. KeG!ll Univer
sity desires to keep the neighbourhood a hIgh
class one and objects strenuously to ChInese 
laundries being established 80 close to her front 
door. The Board feels that it is not unreason
able to ask the City authorities to refuse a permit 
to the owner if the premises are to be used tor 
the purpose above mentioned. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
CITY HALL 

ALD ERMEN: 

J . A. A. BRDOEUR, I<:.C •• CHAIRMAN 

THOMAS O'CONNELL 

J . H. SEDARD 

A. A . DESROCHES 

RAOULJARRY 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, McGill University, 
McGil1 University, 
M 0 Y'. t rea 1. 

Dear Sir Arthur Currie: 

In co 1"nection with your 

letter concerning No. 53 McGi11 College Avenue, 

where it is contemplated t~ conduct a laundry, 

I beg to inform you that this permit will certainly 

be refused when it comes up before our Executive 

Comrni ttee. 

An application has been 

received by the City for permission to establish a 

laundry at the above address, but I am taking 

special note of your opposition, and beg to reiterate 

the assurance that such permiGsion will not be 

granted. 

I have the honour to be, 

dear Sir Arthur Currie t 

Yours very truly, 



• 

June 16th. 1927 . 

Alderman J.A.A. Brodeur, 
Chairman of the Exeoutive Committee. 
City Hnll, 
Montreal, Quo. 

Dear Alderman Bro~eur:-

1 beg to aokno:1edge 
ith sincere thanks the racaipt of ~our letter 

of the 15th of June containing the inticatlon 
tha you will not £rnnt permissior to ~nt b11sh 
a laundry at ~o. 53 ·cGi~l College lvenue. 

~his in~orc' t:on ~111 
be gratGfully reo ivad by the E Erd of Governors. 

Yo' rs ~althrllly. 

Tr1~cipal. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

'.l.'HE MACDONALD P£lYSXCS BUILDING 

February 26th. 1927. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G. 
Principal, 

McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

At a meeting of the House Committee the draft 
plans of the Faculty Club Extension were informally 
considered. The general arrangement which Mr.McDougall 
set forth was received very favourably by the House 
Committee, but the Committee require further information 
before giving a decision,more particularly with reference 
to the basement and attics. 

Would you please advise us what the next step 
should be? Would it be in order for the House Committee 
to see Mr. McDougall with a view to completing the scheme, 
so that the club could pass a definite verdict as to its 
desirability? 

Yours very sincerely, 

Director of the Department 
of Physics. 



.. 

Dr. J. •• S. Eve. 
Physios Building, 

cGill University. 

Dear Dr. Eve:-

-arch 1st, 1927. 

In reply to your letter ot 
Februery 26th re proposed extension to the 
Faculty Club, it aee~s to me that you must know 
all that is involved in Or. ·cDougall's plans 
before you c n intelligently pasl Judgment tbereon. 

hy not aak him to attend a meeting of your 
Corn~lttee and explain his propoa.d plan thoroughly. 

Yours faithfully. 

Principal. 



eFS/C~~. 
~\ ~~ d'.e t;7~ 

/~~, 



~ Jlh y/HA-? ~1~ ~- ~~ ~~.
~~. ~~~~. 



... 

• D. La ranee, q., B.Sc., 
551. rnsolitr Av nue, 
otr Da e d Grace, ontre 1. 

dear 

• 

10th ove her, 1928 • 

thanks for your kind letter. 

privilege to me to b able 

to put in a good word for one who has be n the best of 
.. 

friends and the nie et ot cooperators in my University 

endeav ur. I t 1 much or indebted to you th n~erh p 

you re 11z . 

Ith every good wi h tor your future nd 

kinde t regards , beli ve 

Very cordially yours, 



DOCKET ENDS: 



DOCKET STARTS: 



J PENROSE ANGLlN. B SC.,P"'S'O€NT H EHRY J . GROSS , VIC£ ,..R£.8 a. TAItA S CONRAD D. HARRINGTON. B .Se., V'_E"RES, MANAGER 

HEAD OF'FICE 
e5 VICTORIA ST MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B •• 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I happen to be chairman of the 
Buildi ng Cor.uni t tee of Wesleyan Theo logi cal College, 
and in that capaci ty I am requested to wri te you re
garding the trees on the McGill Universi ty Property 
adjoining the esleyan ~heological College Building. 

The Board of Governors of Wesleyan 
Theological College "'ould very much appreciate it if 
you wculd give the necessary instructions to have these 
trees trimmed in such a manner that the branches v'ould 
not come n~ar the" esleyan Theological College Building. 
In fact, we think it woulrl be better if the tree "'hich 
is l~aning considerably over the property line be cut 
down en tirely. 

We have had several experiences where 
the leaves from these overhanging trees have blocked the 
rain water leaders and caused da~age to the interior of 
the building, as a result of the roof becoming flooded. 
In addition to this, in high \nnds some of the branches 
actually rub against the building. 

I feel satisfied that it is only 
necessary to call this to your attention in order that 
the trouble m.ay be removed without delay. 

I remain, 
Thanking you for past considerations, 

Yours very truly, 



• • 

• 

J. P. Ang11n, Esq •• 
65 Victoria Street., 
)IoDtro~l • 

Dear Slr:-

Bovember 19th. 1923. 

The Principal has asked me to 
ackno.vledge receipt ot your letter of November 
15tb with reference to the trees on ),toG1l1 
Un1versl ty prope,r'ty adJoIn1ng the Wesleyan 
theologloal Oolloge 3uildlng.· 

He wishes me to say that he wl11 
have ~hIs matter attende~ to at onoe. 

Yours faithfully. 

Prinoipal'. Secretary • 



DOCKET ENDS: 


