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CABLES>JONCREEL 

CREELMAN a. MACPHERSON 

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

.JOHN .J.CREELMAN.K.C . 

.J.S.B.MACPHERSON 

DOMINION EXPRESS BUILDING 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.~1.G., LL.D., 
Principal, McGill University, 

Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

MONTREA L Nov. 21, 1922. 

Yollowing the receipt of your letter of August 2nd, which 

does not appear to have been acknowledged although I remember speak

ing to you subsequently regarding the subject matter thereof, I took 

up the question of the Cit;y of Montreal's annual grant of $10,000.00 

to McGill University with the Executive Committee. The Chairman 

and one other member assured me at that time that the matter of the 

grant would receive immediate attention. In fact, I thought the 

greant had been paid until I received your letter of the 16th inst. 

I have taken the question up once more with the Administrat

ive Committee, this time writing direct to Alderman 0 'Connell, who is 

the only English-speaking representative on the Committee and the 

one who usually looks after matters in which the other English

speaking aldermen are interested. 

I may assure you that I shall keep the file in this con

nection before me until such time as the matter will be disposed of. 

With kind personal regards, 

Ever yours faithfully, 

~ .. ,.k-... 
, f .,,{ 

.-
- -.. 



Colonel J. J. Creelman, 
145 t. J mas S+re t. 
ontrolll. 

My dear Oolonel:-

You '111 remember thut some time 
ago I wrote to you re arding th gra~t of y10,OOO 
whioh the City of ontreal aontrlbut annually to 

oGill Uni ersity. 

The last payment mad by the Cor
p~rat1on as On Deoember 27th, 1920. 0 that th r 
is now due, if you v 111 permit me to use tha.t word, 
th grant for two years - the sum of 20,000. 
Formal app11catlonsby the Bursar's offioe do ~ot 
meet .1th much e~oourag m nt. r1l1 you pl as us 
what influenoe you h3V to soe that th officer 
of the Corporation are instruoted to forward the 
grant for 1921 and the grant for 1922. 

Wl~h all ood wishes, I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 
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feptember 24th, 1925. 

G. u. Uarquls. ~80., 
Bureau of ~tatistlcs, 
Depart ont of the trovlncial ~ooretary, 
Quebeo, 0ue. 

Dear lr:-

I beg to ackno~ledge reoeipt 
ot your letter ot ~eptember 23rd with blank torm 
to be ~illed in with statistics of this University. 

I sh'll take steps to have 
this ~tter attended to ~ou and the form roturned 
to you at the earliest p sslble momont. 

Yours taithfully. 

Prinoipal. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE PROVINCE 
OF QUEBEC 

BUREAU OF STATISTICS. 

Quebec :eptember 27rd IJ~5. 

T) the !rincip~l of 

~.c;ill Ur~iversity, 

~~ontreal. 

!)e r Sir:-

~nclo ed )laQ~e fin a blrn~ ~Jr~ t~ be filled 
in ani ret~rned tJ this ffice," your e rli~s con
venience . 

..~!3.ny t i ,e~, f' inc e .In:'y Is. have 1 for ';~rded 
the~e f~r~s to the ~epartment of ~l~lic In~ r~c~ion, 
beg·in~ the~ t'J ~en~ them t'J you, but I h~ve failed, 
up to the preset/,"'"; ti'1le. to receive s'l. s,11S'ler an', J3.S 
e'lr vompilatio!J. of "Edu +~Jnl3.1 , ... tati:-tic8" is plme t 
c J'l1pleted, \le urge::'ltly ee a your re turn, olease. 

YOt S truly. 

:; . -..J e .. rqu· s 

- -~~ 
Bure U Jf Sta~i~tics. Head 
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APPROV .. 5 PARIS I 
SGHOlARSH~PS ' 

• I Quebec Legislative Grants 
Also For Laval and Mc

Gill Next Year 
SI1,'('inJ III TIll' Stnr from a Staff Cor, 

J"I'SPOI dell!. 
QI!EIlEf', Feb, 14,-In the J,pgis

:atul"(l YCGtc!'tJuy nfternoon tlll" I'dn'(' 
Minist"r introdu(,f'r1 his l'c1'olu'ionll for 
the e!ltn.bIL<;hll1l'1l1t of five scholn."l'hip'l 
In 1'111'1:'1, of J!:l,20{) each, u" outl\1>",~ 
in The Sta!' Thursday, and they were 
adoptor\. 

Sit' J ,omer Gouln also introduced 
his resolution l'elotive t) ;:;rantln~ the 
UnlVCI'F!ity of :\fo'ltl'cn! $l,OOO,O{JO, 
, .. prcad over a pel'iou of five years In 

le equul portions towards the cost of 1'('

'y I ~ tahl!:;hing and maintaining the 'uui
Vf,,'S,ty, 

!r> Ho pl'om.sed tI ut Lava! Univcrsity, 
('uebe(', would h(' dcalt with next yenI' 
Hnd that l\1l'Uill l:n!verslty would gct 
a ~pe(;lal gmnt Intcl' on, so lhat all 
univcl'sltics would receive the help 
they ,,0 much nC!'ded, 

811' Lomer Uonin in his specch said 
It that all c),lSHes In the Province WNe I 
n lIyrnpa,thctie 10 tlie pl'oje~t of the new 
1'1' j'niv(:l'slty of ;\lontn~al and the Gov· 

('l'\lment ('ould rlo uothin!;' else tlHll1 
I, gra It the r"'ltlest for a 111i1I!01l ",h"l1 
" I it W'M munlfestC'd thut th(' rest of the 
,~ 1'1'0viUt'C were llrcpudng to subst'tlbe 
Y I titre e mlll iOlls , Ho had tohl the dele-
, gutlon from Montreal th~t thCl'C Wllre 

other hnd ol<.lel' universltlcs t.hat ncecl
'- er th~ help of the Covernment. I'ome 

I E ,,,('I 11 clti~(,Jl~ thought thot all Uo .... -
('r,'tillent (;Thnts for f'UIl[tIUOIl should 

e 1"O to tit", pl;ntary sc'hollis, While oth
d prl< <]1"'l,;'ht :M C'Gil) shOUld IJe tit" Plin
, l']l~1 benNIClnry, hut they t:ould r~st 

l'U Jnretl t hnt the English Ilehools 
lVould get tl1eh' s\1,nre, 'Vh ... t I1tHl !) ('11 

j llt't'omPIiShf'd in e\lucntion wu.8 due to 
: tho g'oodwlll of all citizens 
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Colonel J. J. Creelman. K.C •• 
Dominion Express Bu1ld1ng, 
Montreal. 

M7 dear colonel: 

AU-,ust 
Second 
1922. 

. Por . a eood maft7 years now the Corpora-
tion ot the City of Montreal has mad. an Annual Grant ot 
$10.000. to .MoGill Un1verslt r. 

, Mr. GleeaQo' s department \has wr1tten 
eeveral letters this yoar asl::lng when they might hope to 
reo.lve tho cheque. but nothln~ has come of it. The other 
4&7 1 wrote to the Mayor. who rep~1es that he has nothing 
whatever to do 11th the I1T10 adm1n1strat1on and that he 

- )aaa !'eten'ed my letter to the 'P.xeout1ve Comm1tt~e • . 

Can you fiv, us any help In proouring 
the Grant at an 'early date? 

.ith all "'004 wishes, ~ am. 

Ever yo~rB faithfully. 

Prinoipal. 



~. ' . J~ rie. .S" . , 4incipal , 
c Jill Universlty, 

lO trval . 

Dear Sir ,-

u ~s t Is t., 1 c. )~ . 

rvcei~t 

of Tour le \,/ tor of t e 31st ul tino , in Jonnection 

nith t e Annual Grant of t:e Jit of ontre~l to 

tl e _"c Gill Universi ty, .:.n to in ... orm ~·ou t'l_t,as 

I hMve nothiD{" to ao ;ri th t:le civic admi istration, 

I h vo re erred f e sa. e to our xecutive JO ... J i tteo 

'vi th :1 re uest t" at t ley :rive t' is .. Ntter tl eir 

t .f.t ~. earn a Uu en~lon. 

~ours very trul~, 
f 

~29 



Hon. Yederio Martin, 
Mayor of Montreal, 
Montreal. 

Dear .11'. ayor: 

July 
Thirty-fi::st 

1922. 

or s. oonsiderable number of rears nO.:T, 
the Oorporation of the City of Montreal has made an Annual 
GJ.~ant to McGill Un1 ver 1 tJ of 10,000. ""e are quite aure 
that this Grant meets with the oordial approval of the rate
papera who must reQo lze that this lS not too graat a sum 
to contr1bute for the enooura:enent of the servloe in lh10h 
MoG1l1 University is engaged. ~he grant haG beon most 
gratefully reae1ved by the University and aokno'tll d15ed '/ith 
sinoers thanks. 

On several oaaasiolls this year the 
Seoretary of the Unlverai ty ha .... \lrittfJn to the 01 ty 4utho
rities aakin~ ~o reaelv t 1f possible, the Grnnt for this 
year. but up to the present re have not receivell the amount 
nor have we reoeived any intimation ~hat the Grant lould be 
made. 

May I most respeotfUlly request your 
Worship to take 'up the matter, and I hope that we shall 
soon reaelve an intimat10n that the Grant has boen made and 
'that a aheque will shortly follow. 

Yours faithfully. 

Prlnolpal. 



Mr. S.R.Burre1l, 
Ass't Bursc.r. 

McGill University, 
I~ontreal • 

., 

Dear Sir:-

//} / '22·· 

Your letter of the 19th inst. in regard to the 

$10,000. grant, have been tralwmitted to the Dr.Boucher, Director 

of the Rygiene Department, who would make a report thereon to the 

Executive Committee. 

Yours tru.ly, 

Assist&nt-City reasurer. 



.L. ollin ~s .•• 

C i '. ra .lre l' " 

.al1. 

ntr 1 • ue • 

e r 1r:-

A 11 AIj t L,V ,,1 e bau" I 1 od the hono u1: to 
, 

a ply to the Cit~ ~or _syment of th usual nnwl 

, grant. 10,000. O. 0 r fill ncls1 e~ rends !Uol,,· 3l~t. 

8.rld 1£ it 113 0 tJ1 bIe I ~ uld bo glh(l \I() reuei ve the 

amount before th't d te, ~nQ I r ree . Elte nny-
, thing 70U could fio to have It put thrrugh for us by . 

thai time, I ar; 

~e ~. sir. 

Yours 'Yerr truly. 
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MEMORANDUM RE :MUNICIPAL GRANT OF ~lO,OOO. 

With regard to the question of preoedent, it may be of inter
est to note that it is a well established oustom throughout the 
British Isles for any city to subscribe freely to the support of 
any university that may be located therein. It is also a very 
common practice in the states for universities, not receiving 
support from the State, to reoeive large subscriptions from th 
city it is located in or near. In Canada we have the City of ~ 
~ondon, Ont., as the main support of the western University_ { 

Another point which the Administrative Commission should 
consider in connection with the annual grant of $10,000. to the 
University by the City, is that the University is a large 
spender in the City of Montreal, and in that way supports the r
industrial corporations. 

In the first place, the annual expenditure for last year 
in the University was ~lt300,OOO. An examination of the books 
shows that of this amount approximately 97% (or about $1,260,000.) 
was spent in Montreal. ~ 0. 

Investigation shows also that at least 60% of the students 
attending McGill come from outside the City. The present regis
tration of the University is, in round numbers, 2,700 and 60% of 
this is 1,600. If we estimate that the annual expenditure of 
eaoh student in the city is 600., we find that the amount of 
money annually spent by students coming from outside is $960,000. 
In addition to this, there is a large proportion of the 40% (or 
1,100 students) resident in Montreal, who, were it not for the 
fact that McGill is located in this city, would leave to attend 
some other institution. ~2~O.000. would appear to be a oonser
vative estimate o.f the annual expenditure of such students. 

Adding up, therefore, these three items it is seen that the 
University, as a whole, spends about 2,500,000. a year in the 
City. 



c c p Y 

22nd September, 1919. 

The Admininstrative Commission of the 
City of ~.ontreal. 

Dear Sirs, 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of a letter d.ated the 4th 
instant, fro~ ~he City Clerk's Office, with regard to the annual 
grant o£ )10,000.00 ffiich the City of _:ontreal ma~es to lcGill 
University. 

You have asked us to state the reasons hy this grant 
shoudl continue to be paid, and in answer thereto, I beg to submit 
the following:-

1. McGill University may justly claim to stand in the 
foreftont· of Canadian Universities. It is well known and well 
thought of throughout the British Empire, as reIl as in France 
and the United States. It can be stated without fear of 
contradiction that 1 cGill, lith its world-wide reputation as a 
seat of learning, has added much lustre to the fair name of 
the 6ity of llontreal. 

2. This University, while being a ~rotestant institution, 
is strictly non-sectarian, and students of all religions are 
selcomed within its doors. No distinction has ever been ~ade 
in its attitude to ards students of all races and cr eds, but 
rather on t e other hand as its policy iL this respect been 
broad and impartial. 

, 
3. Unlike the University of Toronto, it is not a tax-
sup~orted inst~tution, and receives fro~ the Govern~ent of 
this province an annual rrant of only $25,000.00. 

4. It has a normal registration of 2,000 students, at 
least 60d of whom come from outside the city. ~any of these 
younR men after graduation take up residence in l~oLtreal, and 
assume a leadin? par~ ir. the professions of La , SCience, and 
!~edicine . It may be justly claimed therefore that ~'cGill is 
the means of adding many desirable citizens to the City of 
Uor..tresl. 

5. Although HcGill has received ir the rast rr:Bny la ge 
priv~te endovroaents its total income at the present time is 
q~ite inadequate to permit of that exp&nsion which is absolute
ly necessary to meet the ~ver-increasing demands that are 
being made upon it. In these times of re-consturction, lcGil1 
Universi t·· does ir act fece a critical situation, due solely 

to the fact that it meeus a large .increase i~ funds. 

I trust that the above stated reasons will appear to you as 
ones adequate to secure·to l~cGill 0niversity the a~ual r,rant of 
~10,000.00 which the City of ]ontreal in the past has been so 
generous to afford it. 

Yours faithfully. 



Bis Lordship, Mgr. Gauthier, 
Bishop's Palace, 
Laugauchetiere street, 
Montreal • 

• 
Dear Bishop Gauthier:-

November 11th 1919. 

I have taken up the question 
of the best method of approaching the City Commission
ers for the purpose of securin~ the continuance of 
the grants made by them to our two Universities, 
and find·that the most effective way will be for 
Montreal University and MoGill to. send a joint 
deputation to the Commissioners. 

On taking this matter up with l..{r. 
Decarie this morning, I find that there is no 
immedlat hurry. • Decaroe informs us that the 
question will not be co sidered this eek. We· 
should have oUx" representations put forward in as 
concise and foroible a form as possible and we will 
probably get an apPointment from Hr. Decarie some 
day .next week. 

I am going to approach f-ir Vincent 
eredith to see hether he ill go with uS on the 

deputation. I expect to have abolt six members of . 
our Board of Governors representing McGill University 
on the deputation in question, and .auld suggest that 
you take preliminary steps to get together the 
deputation from lontreal University. 

I will communicate with you toward the 
beginning of next week ith reference to the exact 
date on which we shall meet Hr. Decarie at the City 
Hall. 

Yours very sincerely. 

ll'D /!C. Acting Principal. 
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" Rov. bbe Chart! r, 
Laval Univ rSity, 
"ontr sle 

Dear Slr:-

5th Septe~ber. 1919. 

e arc in c_oeipt of a cOI~nication irom the 
City Hall requesting s to tate the reason hy the City 
of Iontreal should not aeas'a y1n~ to cr.ill Univt)rsl ty 
an annual gra.nt of 10,000. . 

It oacurred to th t ossibly your Univn rslty y 
have received a similar co .1c tion. and v·~t co:c 'r ed 
action in this tte by L a1 nn a 111 ro1 ht be the best 

thod of secrrri g a continuance 0 such rants. 

I hould pnreci te v y noh hsvln . our 0 inion on 
this tter at your early oonv nt nee. 

Yours v ry truly, 

Secret rye 



CITY CLERK 5 OFFI CE 

P. S. Glassco, Esq., Secretary. 

Mc Gill University, 

MONTREAL. 

Dear Sir, 

As the Administrative Commission is about to prepare the 

estimates for the year 1920, and in view of the fact that the question 

of the advisability ot co~tinuing to pay certain grants will be discussed, 

I would request you to kindly let me know the reasons why the City of 

Montreal should not oease paying to the McGill University an annual grant 

of $10,000.00; 

Before cutting off the grants which certain institutions 

are receiving, the Administrative Commission desires to know whether tgis 

~ can be done without causing any injustice or any finanoial embarrassment 
'.9 

~ to such institutions. 

I beg to remain, Sir, 

Yours very 

City Clerk. --
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