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It would run, presuIDllbly, tile whole gamut 
of the art, starting with a course In pun
ning', which is, upon high authority, tile 
"lowest form of Ilumour," und proceedill~ 
thence bS- grudual steJl~ through tile lwu- I 
mot, the judicious drawing-roolll storJ', th.!::i 
after-dhlllel' I<peech. nnd tile A'elJtly irOlli '~, 

es><ay to tile subtle lllJ'steries of the. Wh~ 

Higller "·itticism. There would be speciai readln 
courses, naturally, for politil'illlH'l in tllc I to
Ilrt of repartee, Ilnd f01' such llembers or I 
the legal profe""loll us desirl'l! to acllieYl~ , 
tile degree of "Judicial Hlllllori~t.'· A I the 

Ul'~ 

laboratory, it lllls hel'l! s11l-(gestt'd. would I and' 
be required. eqtliPIWd with H(ljlHl'lItl1:; 1'01' 

expel'imenting iu tlJe latl'st llletuodt-' vC thel'~ 

produ«.:iJlg properti~. 

wa~ 
Jlflldknl joking, alld contailliul! nat11l'1lil.. 1 I 

Inter."t late 6. PH t III r 
an operatlnA' table fOl' demoll"tratiow: In behind 

H. V, DOenu. ~ 

MELBOURNE. 

pulling tlJe leg, But thl,; i~ It retinl'UH'llt Lto b
the 

a oUJ 
Which, wllile grcatly to be desiretl. !'all . lbings. 
Iltlrd)y be expectel! at HU l',u'ly a "tage. S,, ' raltll 
far as tlle minor uetalls of tlle innonltio:l bold 

DU,j" ... 01 pl<asure. I'lslto," bave the adyanWge 01 th, 
18 Quiet and unobtrush'e. vet always tullv efllrle"t are concerned, diKeu~!lloll !lIny \,el'Y ",pll 

and t 
there 
for mn cuisine is pertect. revoh'e about the mtltter~ of c "tuUle un,l 

the confE'l'1'iu/l: of d(-gr('e>l. So fill', huw, Ishing 
I'Vel', as the former lIt1e"tion h l'oneernPli. which had he 
there ('lIn hardly he 1l11J' doubt that the By t 

L 'CLUSIVE PER DAY, 22/6. 

·Pbone. Centml 1r..!66 '6 lines) 

putting Into effect an economic boycott nl' 

a blockade. Among the wllrmest sup
porters of the scheme were some of tile 
Slllll lIer European nations who, by virtu'! 
of It, would ha"e I'ccE'IYed aid altho11gh 
offering 1I0thing in return, Britain, of 

mo>;t aplll'Opriate llre>ls to (lIstingnhh ullller. I re 
the 

gl'lldulltes of tile new fllt'ulty (rofU the , up a 
urdinary wcan~N tlf the ('up anti gown tion. 
would be n cap and hell,,: whllc tlJe ""niol' ~~:t 
~tudent of thf' year. 1Jplng' in n ~ense the l'xpe 
iJigge"t "card" in tliE' ",Ilole pack. mi"'ht I Crom h 

~~ I sea. 
not entertain it for :t 

moment. 'rhe ('011' of constable would 
have been both burdensome and Invidlou~. 
for the measures 'ilqulred of Bl'itnin might 
well ha \'/'. in'\'oh'ed bel' in a sedons inter
national quarrel. But it was ratller un· 
fortunnte that the plan wa" ever brought 
forward, for it, quite unnece>;sal'ily, create.} 
a false Irnprel;slon in America. America. 
IIlwllyS Imspiclous where Britl~h nayal 
policy Is concerned, construed it as a :<u btle 
uevlce for clothing Britain with Increm,ed 
power!=!, although the so-called "power,;;" 
were actually extremely onerous duties. 
Again, in l!l!:!(J, I~inland was the sponsor of 
a proposal for the establhlhment of .in 
international war chest of £ :>0,000,000, '0 
be at the sen'ice of any nation threatened 
with attack, The idea was that Britain 
and the other great Pow('r~ sllould each 
find £ 10,000,000, to be gi\'en as a lotln to 
tile "leUlll of aggression. Neeuless to say 
they were not enthusiastic, Altruislll ha'! 
Its IImit~, 

The Assembly now sittIng haa IJl'oriued 
an el:alllJlle of an untimely proposal. Dr, 
Benes, of C'zecho-Sloyukin, ad"ocuted th~ 
immedia te summoning of a disarmument 
conf~r(>llce. lIe was supported by Jonkel'r 
Loudon, of Holland, who said tllut he 
intended to request the GovE'rnment!! I)f 
Britain, Frnnce, Itn)y, Japan, and the 
United Statf's to send delegates to Purls 
forthwith. These gentlemen were insplre,1 
by the worthiest of moth'ps, but ~I. Paul 
Boncour and Lord Cushendun had 110 
rllfticulty In showing that tile sUg'g-l'stlOTl 
was Inopportune. Lord Cushendun !lui'} 
that Jonkeer Loudon e"ldently dlt! not 
apprecia te the illlplications of sueh an IIl~ 

Yitatioll. The Powers in question are all 
the slgnatoril's of the Wushington treaty, 

wlli('h Is to be reviewed In 1931. 'rh" 
adoption of the proposul would be t,lnt:!
mount to ante-<luting the re"iew, and thil'i, 
for obYlou~ rl'n!'!on>!, would be llllllesil'l1hl", 

OTherI' il'l a further obJedlon, gxpel'ienl'e 
o has repf'lltl'tlly demollstm!!!,] t1wt il 'lis. 
o armnllwnt eOllfl't'('l\ell has 1\0 pro P('o.:t of 

SUl'c("'~ nuless there has bl'en ulle IlI·I'pnra. 
tInn. 'l'bt! wl1nt of thi~ I~ hE'ld to lilt\'<' 

9 1>1'1'11 the chIef caUSt' or the [,llIu!'e at 
6 
6 

Gt.'IlP\'lI 11l1<t J·ear. The d('If'~alp!, 1I11l~t 

meet forcarlll<'<.l with a kllowle,lg(' (If tilt' 
>!pe<:lnl neI'PI';;ltles and interests of the 
othE'r nations reprel'ented, Tt t~ ll~E'lt"''' for 

S them to wuit uutll the ('onfE'reIWe Is In 
sf'sslol1 to acquire thts Information. At 

3 (;ene"a Britain aull Ameri<'a were hopl" 
les~ly at ('roR;<'pUr1l0sel', yet it If.! lIultC' 

p(ls~llJlp that with a hetter un(l('r~tnndhlg 
obstndes mlglJt ha \'~ bel'lI surmounted 
Bnd dl\'ergent viewpoints rf't'ondll'd. Thh 
knowledge can best be galued hy infornllll 
converflations IInd the e~change of Notes 
such as have rec€'ntIJ- helm pro('I'!'dlng be 
tweell Britain alld l!'rance. To dlspem;!l 
with t1wse preliminaries and to ru~b 
hE'ulllong into l'onff'r('llce would be to 
('ourt dh,appolntlll('nt. Lord ('l1RlJI'IH!Ull'S 
rep I.'\' to J OIlI{f'l'r IJuudon IlIUHt not Ite in. 
tf'rpreted as a sign of ho~ttllty to <11,. 
nrmulllent. Facts speak for thplUt'eh'p>;. 
0ulya few day!! a.l!:o he tolu thE' AfII!'!embly 
that since the war Britain bas yoluntal'ih' 
scrapped 2000 war 'esse Is, reprpf;('ntln~ 
2,000,000 ton", and that the IH'rsouupl vf 
the ~1l\'Y 1>1 1I0W 40.000 fewE'r than ill WHo 
.'0 other nation can boast a redu<'tlon ap. 
proachIng tills. Brit.ain bas given the 
world a lead. 

-:z===== .... 
.A NOVEL FACULTY. 

One of the Ameriean unlver~ltle!'<, It is 
'laid, I" ahout to Institute a Chair or 
HUlllonr, Itnd the innovation has 110 much 
to rel'Olllllll.'nd It that the real ",omil'r I" 
tbut Its po""lbilitle~ have not long el'e 
thls, h('l~u lIeen ond ~('I7.ed. Till' seriou", 
!'tndJ- of iHN!r Is In Itgelf SI) b(':tutlfnl 
It paradox .1'lar' If there be ;lIlY "\1'1'.11' at 
nil in intrll. 4.! merit. the new dUllr III 
hound to hE' It su~('c,,~ from the stnrt. Gn-

15 fortunately. wc Ilre hot inforlUcd (If the 
111 I extll't locuJit,\· of till' instltntion wlll);;e 

II('lInte ha dedded tll\l~ to t('!J('lI the ,l'O[ Itl 
the gentle IIrt of jl'~t\ng: hut It c(~rtnllllv 
on -ht to be the l'nl\'ersity of f'hkago. {"o'\, 
then', Indeed. jf the :\IaJ-or he it'lll.v rcpl'()
Rentatiye the citlZE'l1~, the $\lpplr fir 

very well be known as 'rile Joker, Tuc ~Ir. 

pl'O"'llec-t wlJicl1 the ne", ti('lllllture ill scllo· dlso 
im;Ue8 open~ up, regulated In thl;; or sOllle l~ 
similar faElhion, I !'I fascinatln!!" indetd. Jll'obab 
Wbat nobler :;lIght could one Imagine called Prime 
than that of 11 group of ~ppctaclE'd youw; . IR 

Sopholllores trying to Lll' fUlluy, IIntl to 1II- 1 his 
stil Into theiI' eat'nN,t souls the sa "iug salt ?rPPOSI " r. 
of 'humoUt'. The Illerc tllought of it is 
enough to bring telu'A to the eye of any 
conscientious lo,'er of hi,; Hpecies, with 

As to the personnel of the studellt~ \I (' I by t 
need sav little. The laWR of snppl:v and I never 

• . • < 011 the 
demand are alwuy:; to be regurued us 1'1" people 
liable; and tbat being so "'!\ LUay be sure I 
that the claR!<rooms will be flIled. l~or the Ho 
llulllber of those lacking even tlJe mo,;t I Prime 
elementary knowledge of the art or 80 Mr. • a flow 
humour Is as the sunds of tile sea; and if 
they all applied to be uccepted as pupil!l 
no unh'ersity in the world could hold 
them. 'l'be onl.,· factor that Is likely to 
)e~sen the demand upon the seryices of the 
new professor iR tile incapacity of tlJe~e 

unfortunates to recognise their own mis
fortune. They are ignoraut of their own 
Ignorance: and the ver .... last thing to which 
tile great majority of them will confess III 
tlJat they lack that very Ren,;e of hUlllour 
in which they are so conspicuously det!· 
cient. This blindness it Is whicll will pre
\'ent-if anything ~houltl do ~o-tlJe RIlC
cess of the ncw cnrriculum. But if it 
were not 80--1f, In l'egurd'to hUlllour, llICU 
were as ready to admit their ~hortcomillg" 
a~ tlley are as a rule lu other llclds-Ilow 
grent might be the henefit bestowed upon 
the mce by such a clJalr as this! TlJlnk 
of the llst that migllt be made of persotls 
to whom that benptlt would meun so llluch. 
Think of those who,,!) perverted idea!'! 
of humonr might ~o fittingly he corrected 
to the adnmtage of th(,lllseln's and.. every
hody aSI<ociated with thl'lIl; think of the 
myriau unll and ~olellln Iwudl:l thnt lllight 
1)(> filled wltlJ wit Hnd hreezy Utll! I'cfn'"Il
ing mirth. \Yhat a U"t we might prE'pare 
if we could lIut he Sl1re that tht'y wlJo,w 
names tlgtl!'('(1 upon Jt WOl1ld wke tile 
l'ourlle. And tll'o;t 1lPOll tile l\s;t. I'hOl1hl lJe 
the Tlllme of him wllo maul' llJc great "ug· 
gesUon of this Chair of Humour. For he, 
abo\'(' all otlJel'l'l. sllt'el!' 1Ie1~U~ It mOISt! 

P}i~RSONAL. .. 
The Premier (!'.Ir. Ha";n) left the elly yes· 

tHday, to spend the week· cnd In the country. 
Mr. W. 1.:. D.,·lea. of Anthony Hordern"' 

London office, will leave Sydney to-day for 
Melbourne, to join the Jt.M.S. Narkllnda, He 
will leave the steamPI' at Marseilles Cor a h 
Continental tour. prior to his return to IJon-1 
dOll, 

Alderman Primrose. :\1ayor of ' .\'ortb Syd. 1 
ney. and the Mayoress "Islted .\'eut ral Bay 
Boys' Intermediate High School on 'rhursday, 
to present Mr. Hepburn (science maeter) with 
a case oC plp~8 on behalt oC the North Sydney 
eouncll. /l8 a token oC recognition tor his 
~ervlces as secretary to the , jubilee sports 
committee. 

SPJ~~E(!II. 

PROBABLY ON THURSDAY. 

It Is probable that tbe Budget spee,'h wjjl 
b~ delivered In the LegislatiVe Assembly ')11 

Wednesday or Thursday. Now that the 
Address In Reply has bf'en disposed ot tbe 
path Is clear tor Parliament to settle dOWn 
to busIness, 

A meeUng ot the State Cabinet was held 
yesterday. when the programme tor next week 
wa~ dlflCUS~l'd. Another meeting ot the MIn. 
Istry has been called tor Monday morning 
wben the programme wIll he completed, Th~ 
Transport and Hospitals Acts. and aD amentl.1 
meot Of the LOcal Government At·t will also I 
be discussed. • 

Private members' business Is to have pr,,- day 
cedence on Tuesday& \Jp to 6 p.m" but as there bers 
are no notices of motion on the buslneso 1"0" 
paper, practically the whole of next Tues
day's sitting wlll be devoted ' to Go\'ernment 
bus. ness. ~ 

The malo measure to be dealt with on: Hell 
Tuosday "'lIl be a temporary Supply Bill ('OV· I hy ~I 
erlns: two months. It~ Is antklpated hy the I Who 
Government that by the time that period has ~hou 
f'lapsed tho Budget. financial measures arlsll!~ ' ing 
thel'e!rom. and the \<;st1matclI w11I be ('om. i III 
pleted. The second realllng of the I,iqllor IlI'!lC 
(Amendm~nt) Bill. and the 111'51 l'earlillg' (,f ' D 
the HouSlUg and Fair Hents BIlls. wlll be I of : 
taken on Tuesday if tilDe lIP-rmlts. 

lAter In the week -the lu('olll 'fax lIill and 
the 81ecloral (Amendment) 11111 will tIC 8ub. 
mltted, The Budgpt Is now ready. ,\11 tll<' 
financial meaaurcs arIsing Ollt of tl'e Uudg~t 
will be Introdured during the ne~t fort. 
night, 



The role of constable would 
botb buruensome and invidious, 

for tbr mea!!uref! liIqulred of Britain might 
well hlll'p. Involved bel' In 11 Sel'iOllS Jnter
national quarrel. But it wa!'1 mtller un· 
fortunate that the plan was ever bl'ought 
forwllrd, for it, quite ullnece~sarily, create.! 
a false Impres!'lion in America. America. 
nlways suspiclous wbere Britlsb naval 
policy Is concerned, construed it ItH a ,.ubtle 
de\'lcr for clothing Britain with increal<ell 
powers, aJtllougb tbe so·called "power,," 
were actunllv extremely onerous dutiel'<. 
Again, in 1V26. Finland was the sponsor of 
a proposal for the estabth;bment of ,10 

international war chest of £~,OOO,OOO, t.o 
be at the service of any nation threatelled 
with attack. The idea was that Britain 
lllld tllr other great Pow('rs shoulll e ch 
find £ 10,000,000, to be givrn as a loan to 
the victim of aggression. Xeedless to say 
tIJey were not entbm;\astic. Altruism hn'! 
1t~ limit>!. 

The Assembly now sitting has proylded 
an e};arnple of IIn untimely propo>!al. Dr, 
Benes. of Czecbo-Slovakln, advocated tlle 
immediate summoning of a disarmament 
conference. He was supported by Jonkeer 
Lvudon, of Holland. who said that lle 
intended to request the GoYernment!; 'If 
Britain, France. Italy. Japan, and the 
l.:nitrn States to send delegates to I'"ri~ 

forthwith. These gentlemen· were inspIrc!} 
by tlle wortbiest of moUvps, but :'1. Paul 
Boncour and Lord CU!lhendun had no 
difficulty In sllowing that the 8UggCl:!tloll 
was inopportune. J,ol'd Cushendull saifl 
that :ronkeer Loudon e\'ldently did not 
appreciate the Implications of SIll'h an In
vitation. The Powers in question lire all 
signatorieS of the "'ashington treaty, 
wbleh is to be reviewed in 1931. Th" 
adoption of the propo~lll would be t:lnt:l: 
mount to ante-dating the revit,w, and tllht, 
for obvious rea>lon!', woulrl be uIHiesil'ObJ.'. 

o j There i~ n furthpr objpctlon. Expt'l'ieu!'e 
ul1las rpppatcdl,r df'fUolli'!l'llte.I that 11 <lb· 
o armllllll'nt eonfpreu('c ha,. 110 llrOllpl','t of 

"m'Cl'>;"; unless thE're hill" tweu dne prl'pllm· 
9 tlOll. ~'he wnnt of this i" bpld to hUn' 
6 brPH thr ('hief cau~e of th~ f:lllUl'e .It 

Ut'Ul''':!. Inst year. The dplC'J:(ates l11tt.'lt 
6 meet Con·armed wilb n kllowIPllg(' (If the 

>111('<:1 a I nel'essities Ilnd interest~ of thr 
other nations reprel'entrd. It t", ui<rlt~8 for 

S them to wait uutil I1le eonfrrrnee is In 
scsslon to acquire this informntion. At 

SI GCllCYlI Brltaiu awl America were lIope· 
o· IpsHly nt ('rORs-purposes. yet it Is quitl' 

I 
pMslbl(' that with 11 bE'tter uU('('r~tllndh,A' 
obHtaeJNl might ba \'e uern surmounted 
IInd dh'ergent Viewpoints re('oncllrd. Tbi') 
knowledge can hest be gainrll by Infornull 
convrr!'ations and the excbange of Notes 
such as have recently bren procel'dtnp: be· 
tWeen Britain and France. To Ilisprnse 
with these prellminarles and to rush 
headlong Into confl'rrnce would bp to 
court dl~appollltlllrnt. Lord CURl1I'UrlUIl'S 
reply to Jonkeer Loudon must not be ill
tl'rpreted as a sign of ho,;tillty to lli ,. 
armamrnt. I.'acts spellk for thl'ml<l'l\·e". 
Only a few days ago he told the Al'll"embly 
that I!l!nce the wllr Britain bas voluntarilv 
!'Icrllpprd 2000 wllr 'e~sels, reprl'!'Il'ntln~ 
2,000,000 tons, and that the pE'rsonnrl of 
the Xnvy il'l now 40.000 fewer tban in WH. 
.·0 other nation can boast a redu(,tlon ap
proacbing this. Britain has given tbe 
world a lead. 

=--= A NOVEL FACULTY. 

11fUSl,eet \\ UICU lUe He', u\'l'u ... \.u, .. "" he sho 
lastics OPI'IlS up, regula ll'lI In thl~ 01' SOllle In SlI 

!'limilllr faRilion, Is fa"cinating:. indCtIl. J'rolJah 
,Vbat lIvlJlef sight cuuld one imagine I called . Prime 
than that of 1\ group of ~pl'ctacled yOllll~ ,\5 

sopbolllores trying to bl~ (uuns, ant.! to!ll' his 
stil into their' earnp,:t souls the sa\'ing suIt ~f~~,o~r 
of -humour. '.rhe llIere thougbt of it i"l, graded 
enough to urlng t~llr~ to the eve of any l ",I , Prim 
conscientious lover of hi ·' ~pecies. I with 

As to the pen;onllel of the studeuts \\ t' : by 
need say llttle '.rhe hws of supply '1nl.! never . . " ., Ion the 
demand are always to ue regarded as re· I people 
liable; and that being so w~ may be sure , 
that tbe c1ns"rooms will be flIled. For the H 
number of those lacking eyen tile most I Prime 
elementary knowled"e of the art of eo :'[1'. .. allow 
humour III as the !Snnds of tbe sell; and if 
they all applied to be ll<:cepted as pupil!'! 
no unlyersity in the world could llolll 
them. 'J'be onl~' factor tbltt is likely to 
Irssel1 the demand upon the services of the 
new profellsor i~ tbe illcapacit~· of these 
unfortunatrs to recognise thrir own mis
fortune. They arc Iguol'1lut of their own 
ignorance; and the very la~t tbing to which 
the great mnjority of them will confess is 
that they lack tbat yery sense of humour 
in which they are so conspicuously defi
cient. This blindn('~s it Is which will pre
vent-if anything "houhI do so-the SH(;

crss of tbe new curriculum. But if it 
wrre not so-if, in regard' to humour. ml'u 
were Us ready to ad,mit their shortcoming,; 
as they are as a ruie in other fields-how 
great might be the brnefit bestowed upon 
the ruce by Sllell a chair as this! 'l'hlnt. 
of tlle liost tllat might be made of persons 
to whom tbat bE'nctlt would menn so lllllCll. 
~'hink of those whose perverted ideas 
of humour might so fittingly be corrected 
to thE' adnmtage of thclllseh'es and, every
body Ils"ocillted with them; think of the 
myriad liull amI 1'01l'!Un het d" that might 
be tilled with wit Hlltl breezy amI rl'fl'Pl'b· 

ing mirth. What a Jj"t we might prepare 
if we could I111t lIP sure that tlH'Y whoflt, 
I1aUlt'~ iTglll',',1 "1"'11 it would tal;o tile 
('our:-;('. .\1Il1 first llllon the lI"t "l\ould lJe 
the name of him who made the great "ug
gestlon of till~ Chair of HUllIour. For be, 
abo,·e nil otller/<, lIurely lIe(~ds it IllOlit! 

P .ERSOXAL, ... 
The Premier I ~Ir. Bavin) IpH the city yeR

terday, to spend the week-cnd In the country. 
Mr. W. li. Uavles, of AnthollY Horderns' 

London office, "l'lll iE'a"e Sydney to· day for 
Melbourne, to join the R.M.S. Narkunda. He Inte 
w!l1 leave the steamer at Marsell1es Cor a hln 
Continental tour. prior to his return to Lon'j' durl 
dOll. Ja 

Alderman Prlmr08", Mayor of ' :\orth Syd. for 
ney, and the Mayoress "Islted Neutral Bay efl'o 
Boys' Intermediate High School on Thursday, A 
to present Mr. Hellburn (science master) with 
a case of pipes on bebalf of the North Sydney 
Council. /18 a token of recognltlon for hiS 
services as secretary to the . jubilee sports 
committee. 

SPEECH, 
-- -+-

PROBABLY ON THURSDAY. 

.F'INA~OlArJ M}<jASUR1~ti, 

It is probable that the Budget spee,·h will Is an 
lJe delivered In the Legislative Assembly 'Jll such 
Wednesday or Thursday. Now that the I 
Address In Reply has been disposed o( the ,\us 
path Is clear Cor Parliament to settle down well. 
to business. 

A meeting ot the State Cabinet was beld 
yesterday. when the programme Cor next week 
was dI5cus~ed. Another meeting ot the Mln-' 
Istry has beeu called for Monday mOrning.' 
when the programme will be completed. The 

One of the American univer~itlps, It i8 Transport and Hosplt.als Acts, and an amend· 
ment ot the Local Government Act, will also 

!laid. 151 about to institute a Cblllr or be discussed. 'l'h 
Humour, Ilnd the Innoyatlon bas 110 much Private memhers' business Is to have Pr.l· day 

cedence on Tuesday!> up to 6 p.m., but as t\lere . bel'S 
to recommend it that the rI'll I wonder Is are no notlccs ot motion on the busln€so 80,' 

thnt its po":c:lhllitif's have not long cl'e paper, practically the whole of next Tu~s- e 
this hl'rn Rcen an" "rl~n(l Ttl . dbay',s silting will be devoted to Government 

. , U •. 'I\,;. P Serl(lU~ U8. ness. 
I'thlrly of hu~our i~ In Itself so beautiflll I Tbe rualn llleaSlJre to be dealt with on He 
a paradox i~;J, if tbere be :lIl"l" ,·ll'l'le ut Tulcsday . will be a temporary Supply BI11 ('ov-I by . ' . •. er ng t"o rnonth8. Its Is antIcipated hy the who 
Rll In lIltrin'<! mrrlt, the new ('hair is Goyernment that by the time that period has ' shou 
bound to be 11 ~1l~CE'''!< from the Atn rt Un- elapsed the Budget, t\~ancial measures arisil'l.( I' ing 

. therefroln, and the l'.osllmales will be COIll' 

fOI'ttllwtely ,. we Rre not Informed l,f the pleted. The ~el'ond reading ot the [,iquor ;::·ae 
p].:[ld locnht.\· of tll(' institution wll,);;e (Amendm~nt) Bill, aud the t\rst reading "t 1)r 
lIenl1le hl\'; dC'l'hle<! thl1~ to t(,:ll'h thn "'orl(.) the Hou~lllg and Jo'alr Hents Bl1Is. will be I or t 

< taken on Tuesday If tlmu pprmlts. CO 

tbe gentle Ilrt of jl'~tlng; but It cl'rtalnly Later In the week tI,e Incume Tax Bill aII'll 
ought to be tllP Unlversit." of CIll·('n"'(). 1.'01' the Electoral (Amendment) Hili wll\ be Bub-: r"I( ., .... mltted. The Budget Is now ready. .\11 th" nc 
then'. Indeed, if the ~rllyor be truly rl'pre. flnancial meaRures ariSing out or Ille l3udg~t :nal 
Ilpntatl"e pI' the dtlzrn~, the ~UPIII~' or :i~~t.be Introduced during the next fort- 'ad 

~lEDICAL I)EGHEE,":, 
--+---

tllO~e who .... ~lll~' ll('ed a co 11 1'''1' would 
I«'eru to he unlimited. • '01' nl'e WI' toW 
of the identity of the propo:<('(1 o('('\lpunt of 
the IlI'W chillI'; hut there. again, tlwre 
f'lionld he little doulJt about thll ('hoice, In CONFERRED AT UNIVERSITY. ' 
thE' Ilr"t plaep, rrmembering the 8cot~mall's 
charaderbtlc llitUcultr In the art of lIJlllllI· 
facturlng jokeR, It I" evident that rverr 
candidate for tue office born north of th~ 

(' 'rwred must nreds be rl'gurdNI wltll I'lh'h 
suspicion by the selection committee aH to 
put him out of the mnlling from the \'P!'Y 
Htlnt. Indeed. In tile Ugllt of Sydu!'y 
Smlth'H famous comment IIJlon the ~'HlIe 

theme, it would seem that a Similar 1'1'0-

Cl'S>; of exclusion must he extended to the 
wuole bouy of tlle !;tuci('nt" for the 811111e 
I·eation. Owing to the known rcollo, 
mll'al fact thnt the majority of unlyerslty 
professors are Xorth Bdtous, thlt! llallai· 
cup upon their quallficntioul' ver,v COOHj,l
I'ruIJly unITOW;; tbe fiE'ld; anu, to put th., 
mattrr I<hol'tly. there If! only onc clllltlJ(lat(· 
whose C'lnlms can Heriollsly-or bllmOI'· 
ollilly-hr consirlcl'cd. Thero I.~ at the 
:'fcGiJI rlliYer~ity at _'lonll'eal 11 certuln 
tC'UebCl of the "dil-\mu) :sci('uce" of politl, 
l'nl ~COllomy, who:;e trlln"lntiolJ toJE£-,I!.!U'· 
chair would not only be :l great Ilcqut>iitton 
totlie-"tiii"ivers1ty whleb gnlneirliTiii71iilt 
upon whose s~STIle ne\'\- {lrOfe!lSol'lal 
gowlI wOllhl lii" tile gf'lIeral opllllO~l 
much mor(' fifBngly than that with "'hid' 
~-- .....--,,---TIlPY now are (ll'lI~ les, llE'clde(lIy 
Profe!;!!or Stpphen Lencot'k ill tJ.u:....w.an 
for thc job, 

It !!i1onld 110t be difficult to elm w up the 
currlculjlm for tills new cOUl'se of learnilig. 

In the Great Hall of the Unl\'ersity yes· 
lerdar afternoon , 34 of the successful can
didates at the ref'ent IInal degree examination 
In m~dlclne were adm l!ted to their degrees. 
On the dais \nre the Vkc-Chancellor (Pro
fessor R. S. Wal1ace), the Dean or the Faculty 
of :.tedlclne (Professor D. A. Wcl~h), the 
Registrar (:'11'. W. A. Selle), Professor A. g, 
Mllls, :'[[88 S. J. WlIl1ams (principal of the 
Women'" Col1ege). ~!is8 I. M. l<'ldler (presi
dent of the ·Women's Union), Rcv. A. H. Oarll
s~r (Warden of ~t . I"anl's ('ollege), and the 
Re". L. E, Den nett (ma~ter of Wesloy Collego) 

The gradua tes were presented by th" Den n 
of the Faculty or :'[edidne and wet<:, admitted 
to their .Iegrees by the Vk,)· Chancellor 

Short addresses were deJ!vol'ed by thl) 'Vlce
Chancellor and the Dean of the !·'acult.y of 
~ledicille congratulating the gracll'atss on 
attaining the Iroal of their ambitions, an,1 
wishing them. on behalt or the Unlver~il.)·. 
every suec'ess In their CRreera In the mcdlcal 
profession. ________ _ 

~ Tl£AIUNO 'rUE END. 
-+----

FEDERAL PARLIAMENT. 

C"'~llf<;RRA, I?rlrtay. 
An ail-night Sitting to·nlght, and a Hitting 

throughout to·morrow, are expected hy :'Jln
I~ter~ to ohvlate the npcesslty for a~klnl1: 
Federal mcmber~ to I'cturn to Canberra next 
week. Tn that eyent the lite or the pre· 
60nt Parliament will end to·morro,,· night. In 
time to allow members to catch the Melbourn .. 
and Sydney trains. • 

'rhe Governor·General (Lord Stonehaven) 
will be a.ked for a di~solutlou so that tile 
electIon campaign may be hegun early In 
October. 
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Memorandum on The Organisation of Research 

by Stephen Leacock 

April 13, 1932. 

By research is meant the investigation at first hand of individual single 

facts and phenomena with a view to combining our knowledge of them into general 

laws and wider truths. Resea.rch is thus different from exposition, which means 

only the presentation of facts, and different also from instruction which involves 

the method of imparting facts. It is different also from creative literary 

work for which facts and phenomena are only as co10r and oil to the painter who 

makes of them something which is neither colour nor oil • 
. 

Now in the various departments of intellectual activity research is of a 

varying importance. In some branches it stands at the top. In others at the 

bottom. In the physical sciences research leads to discovery, and discovery to 

invention, and from invention originates the condition and mechanism of our co11ec-

tive life. Here research is of tr~endous importance and of indescribable 

attraction, and may meet, sought or unsought, a great pecuniary reward. 

But in other subjects research is only the gathering of little facts 

for other men to use. It corresponds to the pick and shovel work of men making 

a drain in order that other men may enjoy the facilities of a bath room. It is 

necessary but is not attractive. It is to be desired that some one should find 

out for us, from the dust-bin of records, whether Dollard des Ormeaux had sixteen 

companions or nineteen. But the "discovery" that he only had sixteen is of small 

consequence to the life of the ordinary man, and to the historian only as a 

minute touvh of colour on a brush of a painter: the problem is how to use the 

brush. The writing of history is only as much 8 product of research as a 

painting 1s a product of a hardward store. ~tr. Jongers would be greatly aur-

prised if Philbins Hardware Store (Paint a Specialty) claimed the chief credit 
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for his portrait of Sir Andrew Macphail. 

It is well to lay stress on this fact for there exists in this matter 

a great confusion of mind. The word "research" has acquired an inordinate pres

tige. It shoves aside scholarship and learning and creative genius. In many 

subjects it entirely reverses the proper order of precedence among men. 

mere plodding industry in a chair never intended for it. 

It seats 

ihe essence of the argument lies in the distinction of subjects. 

Research in physi cal science is everything; "research" in political economy is but 

a small business; research in literature is next to nothing. In many instances 

"res eST ch" sinks lower than this. It becomes mere humbug, a pretentious pre

sBBtatlon of a mass of little facts which are of no bearing upon anything. 

Research when endowed and equipped and subsidized runs easily to that sort of 

thing. 

From what is said above it is meant to follow that research in the 

literary, social and historical branches is a secondary matter. Its results 

are not "inventions", but material. It does not represent achievement, but only 

the means by which others may achieve. Apart from the exact SCiences, most of 

our great writers and thinkers, and most of our inspired and influential teachers 

had nothing to do with research. It played no part in the life of Shakespeare, 

Tennyson or Dickens. Neither Ricardo nor John Stuart Mill ever touched it. 

KEnt and Hume and Bergson never thought of it. Neither Goldwin Smith nor !hiers 

nor Emil Ludwig dealt in it. In other words, in all the literary and social fields 

most of our eminent men have lived and died without it, and the great mass of 

scholars and teachers and cultivated men have had no contact with it. Here and 

there the transcendent genius of a Gibbon or a Macaulay may be at once applied to 

minute investigation of minute facts and the creative presentation of grand results. 

For the common run of UB, this is denied. 

The tact to be established is that research in the things spoken of is only 
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contributory. It is not final. It is no challenge or test of scholarship or 

service whether a professor does or does not wish to engage in it. In a well-

ordered institution of learning research should be for those who have a special apti-

tude or desire, I must not say a special limitation, in that direction. If this 

point is granted, it means that research becomes for anyone professor a matter of 

choice and not an obvious duty. It must be voluntary, or it becomes mechanical, 

false and worthless. A school of research should be organised on a purely 

voluntary basis. Only those who want to do it should be asked to do it. 

I have written what goes above as an extended preface to what follows. 

The aim has been to set the subject in the place where it belongs. 

I now turn to the question of the organisation and object of research in 

the social, economic and political sciences. I wish to deal here with the case 

of research al~eady endowed and compensated by funds that must be used for research 

or not used at all. It is quite obvious that some very simple and primitive con-

siderations enter into this case. It is a pity not to use money when it ia there. 

But conscience also enters in. It is wrong to use it to fal'e purpose. 

A research committee should, therefore, dismiss at once from its mind 

that every department and every professor should be desirous, or should be obliged, 

to share in its work. It should look for persons to whom its funds offer a desired 

opportunity, make available an activity otherwise denied. Let us see what it 

has to offer to such people. In the physical sciences, I repeat, everything: in 

the social sciences nothing much, except for those of a strong bent towards a 

peculiar task. We must not start from the idea that offering research to a 

professor is like offering hay to a horse. 

The committee, therefore, should address itself first to finding out who 

wants to do research. What can it offer them? The opportunity to have their 

work printed and presented to the world: this is much, but it is not everything. 

It still leaves the professor in question with his daily work of the classroom to be 



done and with SUch other outside activities to perfonn as will bring his income up 

to the point represented by the standard of living necessary for a 8cholar and a 

gentleman. A shabby man, harassed with a narrow home, unable to meet on even tenns 

the men of his own age and standing, cannot fully serve his college. It is unfair 

to ask him to devote himself to research paid for with his own time and sacrifice, 

achieved by the loss of outside opportunity and income and compensated only by the 

publication of his work. What further can the committee offer him. One thing 

certainly: they can offer him the clerical help of students gathering facts under 

his direction, of stenographers saving him the long labour of handwriting, _ as 

evinced in the present document. This is a great deal. But even this does ot 

meet the main difficulty. If I were to state the case by aSking what is there in it 

for the professor? the question would sound sordid, mercenary, and carry with it 

its condemnation. But if we ask, how is a professor already fully employed to 

find time for research work, then the problem is apparent. Let me repeat again 

that this argument has no reference to physical, medical and biological science 

where research brings its own reward in discovery, or the hope of it. Research 

there is the search for gold. But not so, where the research consists ot trying 

to find out who was Champla1n's mother, in order that one little fact may be added 

to historical knowledge. 

The conclUSion is clear that if men are to "researoh" they must be set 

free to do it, either their teaching time cut down, or a sum of money given them to 

remove them from the need of supplementing their salary by outside work. But 

this at once opens wide the door to the inrush of new difficulties. On this 

footing, human nature being what is is, all the professors will want to start 

research. If research means only a name for a higher salary coupled with a silent 

and unseen activity for which the professor's bodily existence is the only proof, 

no endowment fund could feed the eager desire for minute knowledge thus created. 
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Between these two difficulties the committee must grope its way. It must 

not hand out money for idle men to become more idle still. It must not expect 

those who work hard already to make sacrifices still greater. 

The choice can be made. The thing can be achieved. But it is hard. 

ahe committee must invite those who want to work to state what they want to do and 

how they want to do it. It must estimate aa best it can the value of what they 

propose. It must accept or reject. Where work is accepted the committee can 

arrange for assistance. In this it may use a liberal hand. It may offer the 

services of graduate fellows without fear of misuse for here it is filling a double 

purpose. The graduate student who spends a part of his time in technical assis-

tance to a research worker, is himself in pursuit of a higher degree and helps to 

build up a graduate school. 

But within this frame work, I think that the best line of opportunity 

will be found in straining to the utmost the meaning of the word research. In 

all the historical and social and economic sciences, I would widen it to i~clude 

stUdies of a technical nature involving general material, and not necess~rily 

implying the search for new single facts. In this sense I would call a life of 

General Wolfe, or a book on . W Banking 5ystem of the United States", research. 

I would aid a professor to write a history of Emigration to America, or a cDitical 

biography of Tennyson. I would carry this process just as far as the frame of the 

endowment could be stretched. The field thus enlarged would attract any number of 

workers. It would invite much sacrifice. It would offer a goal to industry and 

ambition. It would light a lamp that would shine from the windows of the college. 

There would be no difficulty in setting it to work except that of selecting without 

favor, and judging without discrimination, and rejecting without offence. 

If I summarize what I say, it is this. We must dismiss the idea that 

research is for all: that it is an obligation on a department: a duty of every 

professor. We must dismiss equally the idea that research is done by students: 
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all that they can do is to gather material under direction. We must widen the 

conception of research till it includes a cultural range calculated to attrac; the 

efforts of scholars in the larger sense. 

Stephen Leacock 

April 13, 1932. 

Appended Pages 

To what goes above I would like to append, on less certain ground, a 

further suggestion. I think it might be possible to solve the difficulty of the 

financial relation of the professor to the work done as follows:-

A certain number of the publications represent work that would to some 

extent find a market with the general public if put out in ordinary book form. 

These might be issued as a Research Series and in part given away to libraries and 

as exchange publications, and n part sold in the ordinary book trade. The cost 

of manufacture would be about $J..OO per bound volume. The retail price could be 

$2.00 and the writer could receive a 25% royalty not only on the copies sold but 

on the copies given away. !he copies sold would run to about 250 and the copies 

given away might ba as many. Thus the royalty would be ~250. If to this 

were added a flat honorarium of say $200, (on actual publication not for work 

in progress), the professor would receive 50. with a certain chance for more. 

I think this sum, small as it is, would be enough to induce many professors to lay 

aside other work in order to take up something v.hich would really attract their 

interest and, in a sense, form its own reward. 

I say this with the more assurance in that I would be one of those to do 

it. 

Stephen Leacock. 
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F. 1. Karr, Esq., 
THE II ILTOU SPECTATOR, 
ilamilton, Ontario. 

Dear r. Karr, 

aroh 13, 1933 

I have your 10 tter o"r arch 11 th 1 th . 
reference to the desiro o"r th .mcricon e spap r Publ! hers' 
Association to have Stephen Leaeock as onc of their speakors 
on the occasion o"r their Annu 1 Dinner on Thursday, April 
27th. I shall put the tter up to Staphon hen I see 
him. though I do not think that he 111 accept tho invitation. 

Let me tell you nn lntel"er.t1ng story about 
Stephen. t onc tl e the Americon D nkors' Association iShcd 
him to be their dinner speaker. Thoy ftered him 80 eral 
hundred dollaro ~d is xp n 0 to e York. Stephen ro
fUe d. They thon nppronched the Bank or ontr sl in 10 
York, who Bot in touch it the Dank he e, and the Bank asked 
mo to use h t 1n:f'lu nee 1 had to induce Stephen to go .. 
Stephen's reply as that he as not 01ng to be the c baret 
performer for th American Bankers' Association. I may a y 
that by th t t1 0 they b d offored to raise the feo to 
a thou nd doll ra and oxpennes. St~hon s id that if they 

ou1d lot hi attend ono of their rcgul r sessions nd speak 
on the restorntion of the gold standard or eo 0 oth r qqally 
import nt subjoct h ould go to le York and pay liD 0 

expensos for the privilege of spe king to th()mj but ho uld 
not go in ord r to mnko run for the or tor any other assoCia
tion. I greatly fear he ill feel th samo ay about the 
American Publlshers' Association. 

I not1co that las mell Barh rt has accepted. 
Her cl im to f ,! auppoBe~ ia th ~ ah 1'10 t 0 Atlnntic. 
I do not think it 1s quite fair to Loacock to ask hi to 
mix up 1th noh celebrities" hen the princ1p 1 reason 'tor 
apking hie is th t ho Dh l~ m ke fun tor those ho Wish to 
have a pleasant evening. lio ever, I ah 11 1 t you kno 

hat he says. 

vor yours falthf 11y, 

Princ1p 1 
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General Sir Arthur I. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P. Q. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

To Dr.Leacock. 
ilhat shall the 
Principal say in 
re ply? 

The American Newspaper Publishers ssociation, which includes 
practically all the leading daily newspapers in the United States and 
Canada, is holding its annual meeting in New York city on April 25, 26, 
27, and 28, and the big event of t~~s gathering is the annual dinner, 
vThich talces place on Thursday, pril 27th. They usually have four 
short speeches by outstanding Americans and Britishers. This year the 
speakers that have already accepted invitations are Miss Amelia Earhart, 
Mr. Douglas, the man whom Roosevelt has appointed as Director of the 
budget, and LT. Kettering, who is, I think, the economist of the 
Goneral Hotors Corporation. I have just received a telegram from New 
York asking whether it is likely that Mr. Stephen Leacock would accept 
an invitation to be the fourth speaker, not only as a distinguished 
Britisher, but as one so capable of introducing an element of humour 
and cheer into the proceedings. I have just had a long conversation 
\Vi th New York in which I pointed out that Mr. Leacock, who held the 
high office of Professor of Political Economy at 1 cGill University, was 
primarily an economist, and, like all real humourists, was only a 
humourist whon the spirit moved him, and that we could not ::>roperly 
invite him to be one of the speakers and then restrict him to a 
humourous speech. They fully recognized the correctness of this 
attitude, but said that circumstances in the United States at the 
pro sent time were such that in the public interest they felt like 
taking some liberties in this instance; the gloom of' the publishers was 
so thick the.t some efforts he.d to be made to dispel it, and that they 
could think of no one so capable of taking hold of the situation and 
putting the finishing touches on the dinner as Stephen Leacock, if he 
could be prevailed upon to do so. In all of which I agreed with them. 

I said, therefore, that I would place the matter before you 
and ask your advice in the hope that you might sound I~. Leacock out 
and see whether he felt disposed to go down to New York and cheer his 
publisher friends up a bit, and through them the American people. 

I hope I am not putting you to too much trouble. I think the 
cause is an excellent one, and the moment perhaps p~chological for one 
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of Mr. Leacock's attainments. If he is \Tilling to accept, Hould you 
kindly send me a wire and a formal invitation vrill be fOMmrded to 
him. 

Ifith kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

F. I. K E R. 



March 11th, 1933 

General Sir rthur W. Currie, G.C.:M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, 
1 cGill Uni versi ty, 
Montreal, P. Q. 

Dear Sir Irthur: 

I felt it unnecessary to state in 
the enclosed letter that this v/ould have to be 
one of the occasions when }J r. Leacock's presence 
would be purely out of compliment to the occasion. 

Yours sincerely, 

F. I. K E R. 



March 14th, 1933 

Sir Arthur vi. Currie, G.e.H.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, 
l.1CGill University, 
Montreal, P. Q. 

Dear Sir rthur: 

It was very kind of you to speak to Mr. Leacock in 
connection with the matter about which I wrote to you on 
Saturday. I had hoped that my letter had been phrased in 
such a way as to have delivered the Publishers from any such 
impropriety as that into which the Anerican Bankers Association 
seem; to have fallen. 

This banquet is probably the most important banquet 
held in New York during the year. The speeches get wide 
publici~J both over the air and in the columns of the newspapers. 
The occasion. offers a magnificent opportunity for the man .. rho 
can say the right thing in the right way. Humour is a vehicle 
in which profound truths may be safely and gently delivered, 
and from this viewpoint making fun for those ".rho 1'fish to have 
a pleasant evening is of secondary importance. 

All this, hovlever, is beside the purpose of my 
letter, "hich is to thank you very much indeed for your interest 
in the matter. 

ith kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

-
F. I. K E R. 
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Ne\vs from the Belt:ian Congo. 

~nEV~R". 

In Hew York Heral d Tribune magazine for JeLnuary 7th, Professor 
Lea00ck suggest,s that the Congo basin be ceded to the United States 
in payment of war debts. 

hecognizing that the ConfP is ',forth more than the amount of the 
Belgian debt to the U.S, Professor Leacock of II1cGillUniversity 
suggests that the States could give the Belgians in return for the 
Congo a sum of money which \'Ionld pay their internal debts also. 

If such a pronosal were ever made officially to the Bel~ian 
Govern"1ent the answer 10uld be "never". 

EnlYlond, France and Portugal who poss<:ss other parts of the 
Congo \vould undoubtedly give a similar answer. 

"The Belgian la tion" (narne of paper) 
The other article under the heading, 't An impossible suggestion" 

relates in the same terms the contpnts of ~r. 1eaco~K's article, 
then commenting that this is only Dr. Leaco~k's suggestion, and 
that undoubtedly no other American would support i t. ~lhe paper 
vigorously repudiates snch a proposal. and thinks that it is not 
so certain a fa0t that Belgium is indebted to the United States. 

They qnote protests from the deputies of the French Antilles 
against a t'3imilar suggestion from lIIcl'&dden. 

They are specially indignant over the reflections on the 
Belgian inability to handle the Congo, and they insinuate that 
the heod of the J:>oli tical Economy Department at IllcGill, should 
be better informed. 
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CONSULAT GENERAL DE BELGIQUE 

No. 366/CL: 5280. Montreal, F bruary 1st, 1932. 

Enolosure. 

General 

Dear Sir Arthur t 

Since I look upon you as a friend of my Country, 

I venture to submit to you a oopy of information which 

appeared in the "Vancouver Starn of the 18th January. 

This refers to an article written by Frofessor 

Stephen Leacock, for the "New York Herald-Tribune Sunday 

Magazine lf • 

If the information is correot, the Head of the 

Department of Politioal Eoonomy at McGill University 

suggests nothing less than the further spoliation of the 

country which has most completely and most innocently 

sufferred by the Great iar, and he sets forth solution 

of the war debts prob~ at the expense of Belgium, which 

at the time of the Armistice was left entirely deprived 

of her economic equipment, systematioally destroyed under 

the German oocupation. 

The artiole oontains a grave -- though vague __ 

critioiam of the administration of the Belgian Congo. This 

I presume to allude to the oampaign oonduoted in oertain 

quarters some twenty five years ago, and which after a 

while subsided when the charaoter of some of its most 

active agents and the motives underlying the agitation 

(commercial rivalry and seot ian antagonism) had been 

effeotively exposed. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

Principal and Vice-Chanoellor, 

~oGill UniversitYt 

Montreal. 
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No doubt the people generally also realized the 

normous diffioulties enoountered by the Belgians in their 

pioneer work in one time darkest Africa, which preoisely 

they were so largely instrumental in opening up for the 

world eoonomy. 

The Belgian Congo never did oompare unfavour bly 

with other oolonies of a similar nature and I hold at the 

disposal of Professor Leaoook or any one else who may be 

interested any dooumentary evidenoe hieh they may desire 

of the achievements of the Belgian dministration and 

Belgi n enterprise in their afrio n Colony. 

On the other hand, I should, of oourse, be 

interested to know whether Professor Leaooek is in 

position to substanti te his view by speoific and well 

establish f cts. 

Yours very truly, 

/--~ A. REMES, 

Consul General of Belgium in Can da. 

P.S. I hear that the "Vanoouver Daily :Province", on the 

19th January, in a leading artiole, commented on the 

somewhat free fashion in which some Amerioans have hinted 

that certain parts of Canadian territory might be 

surrendered to the United States in payment of British 

iar Debts. 
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CA~ADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S TELEGRAPH 
f OHM r. u. 1 }\ 

TELEGRAM 
CABLE CONNECTIONS TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 

(Pr inted in Canada ) 
J . McMILLAN. General Manager of Telegraph., Montreal. 

STANDARD TIME. 

RAA10 64 NL BACKDATE= ORILLIA ONT JULY 23-24= 

SIR ARTHUR CURRI E= MCGILL UNI VERSITY MONTREAL QUE= 

THE GOVERNMENT OFFER ME POSITION CHAIRMAN CHIGNECTO CANAL 
COMMISSION STOP WORK TO OCCUpy A YEAR OR MORE BUT NOT TO 
INTERFERE WITH MY COLLEGE DUTIES STOP I AM CERTAI N THAT YOU 
WILL FEEL AS I DO THAT IT IS AN HONOR BOTH TO THE COLLEGE AND 
TO ME BUT I THINK IT PROPER NOT TO SEND MY FINAL ACCEPTANCE 
TI LL I HAVE YOUR BLESSI NG= 

STEPHEN LEACOCK= 
University will approve your aeoepting ohairmanship Chigneoto Oommission 

I oongratulate government upon seouring your serT~oes. Currle. 
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.l!~CULrl.'~ 01:0" ,,-\.R·r~ 

DEP.AR'r~.IEN'l' OJ'" EcONO~lJCS ASI) 

, POLITlCAL 1S(',>,,,"c}o; 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
:':cGill Uni versi ty, 
:';ontr"a1. 

Dear :.~. Prinaipal, 

February 21st, 1927 

I thou~ht you mi~ht be interested 
in lookin~ over the enclosed. I know that it is a 
subject about which you have tho~hdeeply. 

I a~ s~ndin~ this to the Gazette, 
and it occured to me that perhaps yo~ mi~ht have some 
valuable sUbgestions or some further inforrr.ation to 
off" r in this conn·ction. 

Very sincerely, 
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Dr. St hen Le 'oak, 
T 01 r ry B y. 
Ori111 , Ont. 

Dear Stepben:-

September 21st, 1929. 

I eve ycur note of the 16th of 
September, toeet er Ith your e orandum on tbe 
Department of cono ice and Pclitic 1 Sci nce and am 
re dy to discus .1th you all matters raised th~rein 
hen you return to the University. 

I very much regr9t to learn that 
Dr. Hemmeon has been ill. and also r. E rthlng and 
Hr. Goforth. 'h t Is the matter Ith the Department 
of Economics? Is this the Inevitabl rosult of the 
strange economic notions some of theso men hold? 
hile Goforth as a first-rata man in many 'n 8 I am not 

at all sorry that he has lett the t ft. 1 think the 
time haQ arrived hen Goforth as ore interested in his 
outside ork than he was lth the work of the UniversIty. 
No man could possibly do what he as doing outside and 
give faithful service to his classes. 

I saw Jack Farthing and am not at all 
surprised to learn from you that he 111 not be able to 
return. His retention on the staff 1s something hlch 
will h ve to be seriously considerod. c nnot go on 
paying him a full salary if there is no likelihood of his 
coming back soon. e must get a report on his physioal 
condition. It he is 11 ely to be S' ny tor some time his 
salar7 must be considerably cut down. If there Is no 
likelihood of his return I think he should resign. e 
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will give him a fair chance for e are all fond of him. 
However, e .ill discuss these matters hen you return. 

1 note what you say regarding the 
laek of stenographlc assistanc. In any event :ould you 
have th1s stenographlc assistance at Old Bre ery Bay 
d -in t_3 nmmer. 

All good wishes to you and duRoure. 

Yours faithfully, 



• 

Dr. Oteph Le oook, 
Dap rtm nt of Eoonomio • 
·cGill Un er ity. 

D t.r Dr. Le cock:-

arch 29th, 1928. 

I h~ve oen for the first tim 
the ocounts 1th re~erence to 'onogrnphs 5, 6, 7, 
8 and 9. These i clo e a totel dofioit of 994.99. 
1 am urpriDed nnd sorry thQt thl~ aficit Is so 
1 rge. itb ref ronee to "'ono r.p 5, 6, 7 and 8 

e pparently oblleatod ourselves tu pay ~a06.99 
for printine papers, the sales from whioh amounted 
to only 87.00 

I do not '1 h to d1 oourag th 
Department of Eoonomics in tho cood or~ It 1 doinc 
in the m tter of publioation, but I submit ih t the 
debit and credit, as disclosed in the G rden City 
Press aocount, is poor business. 

onograph o. 9 she s a deficit 
of $275.00. I londer if it Is 'orth it. 1 bel eve 
in publications and I know e have not a University 
pre s, but ther Is a lImit to the support our funds 
will permIt us to give. I think le must in future 
have a more definite understanding as to these debits 
and possible credits. 

Yours faithfully • 

Prlnolp 1. 
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PRINCIPAL AND VICE·CHANCELLOR: 

FROM 

THE PRINCIPAL AND VICE.CHANCELLOR, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL 

SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G .C .M.G., K.C.B. 

:'arch SOt!l, 19~8 • 

..) oar I'r. ~ r inc ipal : 

:·r. Eayre 0"" the j'acnillan C onpany 
is coroin; 'rom Toronto [nd rill see ~e on ~uesday 
u::' th a view to takin"" over the nonof~raphs of rry 
Departnent fer the future. I rill offer hi~ the 
ri ht to put in advertisements ar.d, ~:ith pernicsion, 
Give hirr one ~dvertisement (Pc'}ill Graduate "'chool) 
paid for by us. This ~ill be our only cost. 

In re('crd to the accounts she\ln 
to ,,?OU, I ar.. elad to say you ~ade a mis take in read
ing them. The sales recorded ~ere:y Moant O'lt
standine raynonts not yet in, nd the balance due 
merely rne~nt the part o~ the nrinter's bill not yet 
paid. ~he total sc· ~s r~n to ~oro than ~600.00. 

After r:r. Eayre I '\ i:l ask to see you 
and try to settle t~o cuestion, se thrt in :uture 
it "ill cost 'lS not~inc. 

C;TE:FF~n T'SACCCl r
• 
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY 

OFFI CE OFTHE CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT 

Per son a 1 MONTREAL February 2nd,19 25. 

Dear Sir ArttlUr: 

I enclose here .... 6 th an er~i torial which 

appeared in the St. John rews on January 29th in which 

is <..:. someVlhat vic i ous attack on I'rofessor Leacock 

because of certain statements he is reported to have 

m~ de in an interview 7bile in the !1aritimes. 

I ima ine th~t the real occasion for the 

edi-orinl was Professor Leacockts comrr.ents on the 

univorGity situ~ tion in the I1ari.times iihich, I under-

stand, is a very controversial subject. It "lould 

perhaps have been better had he refr~ined from com-

menting on matters of such purely local concern. 

In addition, his reference to the evils 

of over-expansion being experienced in I.1cGill is rather 

Ul1Iortunate. "le may all believe that the day of the 

smaller university is fast ap roaching. Undoubtedly 

it is in Ontario and jt can be truly said that Toronto 

University has become now so large as to be unwieldy 

but the same situation does not exist here. The number 

of students at .:cGill Uni versi ty may conceivably re:;.ain 

the sane ~s no I for sone Jeqrs to come but the expansion 



CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY 

OFFI CE OF THE CHAI RMAN AND PRESIDENT 

--2--
MONTREAL 

of .1cGill t s facilities will h ave to continue. There 

is grave danger that remarks of th:l.s kind mR.y hO.ve an 

adverse public effect through bein.O' misinterpreted . 

Yours 

Gener al Sir Arthur Curri6 , 
Principal , 
NcGill University, 
11 0 n t rea 1 . 



~r; ~ P.Q. JAN 29. 1925. 

AR[;' ~G.U.:S BIO:ST DAYS OVEF.:? 

,.. "'" ""'rri , 
f a.l 


