
" 

FACULTY OF ARTS 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

OFlrIC~ 01r THE DJ<AN January 3rd, 1926. 

Sir ~rtnur Currie, G.C.M.G., 

Principal, 

McGill University. 

My dear Principal, 

Forgive me for not reportin~ to you at 

an earlier date upon tne problems taken up at the meetinO' 

between representatives of tne Protestant Committee of the 

Council of Public Instruction and ourselves, neld in your 

office recently. Tne fact is tnat I was not able to ~ive 

any sufficient thougnt to these problems before the short 

vacation. I now wish, however, to submit tHe followinp.; notes 

for your information, and tne information of all parties 

interested. 

Tne representatives of tlle Committee are asking us for 

the very utmost tnat any ColleO'e could be expected to achieve 

wi tnout interfering unduly wi t.!1 tne work wIlicn every College 

of tl ... e premier class is expected to do at tile present time for 

tne preparation of students for professions and occupations 

otner tnan tne teacning profession. To offer two years of 

training in all tJ.le founda Llonal sub jects of a High School 

curriculum in a small sCHool,two furtHer years of training in 

special brancnes for tlle training of teacHers in tne lar~er and 

better equipped scnools, and an adequate complement of 

Professional training in tne Theory and Practice of education, 

all witHin tne li its of four years of University study is tue 
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maximum that any institution could nossibly be expected to 

undertake succes!::fully. I do not tLink tlla t vlcGill College 

can undertake so mucn as tIis, but I am convinced on t e otHer 

lland, tllat we can do vastly more tnan we 1 ave been doing, and 

I may add tnat tne suggestions offered by tHe representatives 

of tHe conlIDittee seem to me to point definitely in tile right 

direction. I am sure, too, tllat tnese suggestions will be 

cordially received by t~e wnole teaching staff of tne College. 

One or two nreliminary suo-gestions may be necessary. 

If the course of study for the trainin~ of teaclers at 

tne University be made too rigid and exacting, it may only ave 

the effect of greatly reducing tHe number of creditable candidates 

for teaching positions and so defeat its own object. THis is 

always a danger where freedom of interest is unduly sacrificed. 

It must always be assumed that local School Boards are 

capable of selecting their teachers with some reasonable depree 

of intelli ence and care. The certificates and diplomas carried 

by licensed teacners should therefore snow in some detail tne 

subjects wnicn eacn anplicant for a position is probably able to 

teach and how successfully. 

It must also be assumed, I sugfest, tua t teacl~ers are to 

some extent willing and able to improve by self-study their 

knowledge of sub jects in \·hich their previous truining nas been 

inadequate. Indeed any University graduate who has acquired 

habits of tnorougnness and care, especially in fundamental 

sub ject~, such, for example, as la tin and Iy~atnema tics, ought to 

be able to apply tnese same methods and habits to the study of 

other subjects to a sufficient extent to carry pupils as far as 

Junior Matriculation. l1uch more depends upon a few instrumental 
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sub jects done \vell tllan upon a large number of sub jects done 

in a ragged and imperfect manner. 

The scheme I have outlined nereafter is designec'. wllolly 

from the point of view of McGill College and our present orp.;ani-

zation, and is intendea to snow now far we can go in the direction 

indicated by tne Committee. Stated from tHe point of view of tne 

schools tne w.(~ole SCl1eme may pernaps be summed up in the following 

formula. 

Uni versi ty Graduates; Candidates for Hign Scnool Teac.(ling 

certificates in tne Province SHall inter alia snOW University 

credits in tIle followinR; subjects, viz.! one year in History, 

l.;latnematics, PhYSics and CHemistry or Biology t a second year in 

ei tner IvI~tHematics or Pnysics, and two years in Latin, English 

and French or Greek. Tney snaIl also shoVl three full courses 

of University study in tHe Tneory and Practice of Education, or 

its equivalent in Normal Scnool Training, or successful teaching 

experience. A full course of study shall mean two or tllree hours 

of lectures eacn 'vveek, wi tn tHe usual complement of Laboratory 

practice in scientific subjects, during a University year of not 

less than eight (8) months duration. 

If this formula is substantially adopted, the College 

would be able, with our present arrangements and facilities, to 

put it into operation in the following manner. 

Di nloma wi tn tile Degree of B .A. 

THe Requirements for this Diploma snaIl be as follows:-

In tne First Year: Latin, EnR;lisll, MatHematics, French or 

Greek, History and Physics. 

In tHe 0econd Year: Latin, .bJnglisn, Matilematics or PHysics, 

FrenCH or Greek, (continued) and Cnemistry 
or Biology. 



In tHe Tllird Year: 
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Any tnree of the above subJects continued, 

one of wr iCIl shall be a lan~us.ge otner 

tIlan EnglisIl, and an additional class in 

Education or PSYChology, or a double 

Honour Course in the Department of Education 

and anyone of the above subjects. 

In tne Fourth Year: Any two of tIle tlree continuation subjects 

taken in tne third year, and two classes 

from the Department of Education of wnicn 

one snaIl be a class in School tlana~ement 

and Methods, or the Double Honour Course 

taken in the Third Year continued. 

Diploma with tne Degree of M.A. 

The Requirements for tnis Diploma shall be as follows:-

(a) The general course outlined above for tne Di loma 

with tne degree of B.A. excent that reRular subjects sn&ll be 

taken instead oT" tile Honour classes and clas 'es in f~duca tion, or, 

(b) a B.A. degree witn a First or Second class Honour Course, 

either single or double, in any of tlle following departments, 

viz., Classics, En~lisn, History, Romance Lan~ua~es, Germanic 

Languages, Hathematics t Physics, Chemistry, Biology, or Psycnoloo-y 

and (c) one full year of resident graduate study in the Denartment 

of Education. 

Diploma witn tue Degree of M.Sc. 

The Requirements of tDis Diploma s11all be as follows:

(a) A B.Sc. degree v/itn or witHout Honours, and, 

(b) one full year of resident graduate study in tne Department of 

Education. 



• - 5 -

Suggestions for Discussion. 

Tne Diploma witn the Degree of B.A. is intended for general 

teaching purposes in the High Schools, the Diploma with the De~ree 

of M.A. for teachers of special subjects in the larger High Schools, 

and t e Diploma witH the degree of M.Sc. for special teac· ers in 

scientific subjects in the larger High Schools, adequately equipped 

to do creditable work in science. Tne Diploma in eacn case will 

note on tne face tHereof that it is given witn the degree of B.A., 

M.A., or IvI .Sc., as tlle case may be, from Mc:iill Uni versi ty. 

It is impossible to design a single certificate covering all 

tae classes of teachers required in secondary education wintout 

making the required training in fundamental subjects too feeble. 

Possibly tae Department of Education might grant a Diploma with 

the subjects of tue HigIl Scnool curriculum stated on tue mar~in or 

back, and tllen star or underline tHese sub jects to snow, (a) the 

sub jects wnicn tne holder was specially prepared to toach, (b) the 

subjects waicn the llolder could teacn well, and, (c) tae subjects 

wnich the holder mignt teach if re~uired to do so. At least 

three years of University training would be required for class (a), 

two years for class (b), and one year for class (c). 

SCholars who follow tne above course for the B.A. degree 

will cover approximately two years in five subjects, three yotlrs 

in tnree subjects, and four years in two subjects, and it is not 

possible to do more tHan this amount well and leave sufficient time 

for tJle complement of work necessary in tne Tlleory and rractice of 

Education. All the Academic subjects will, nowever, be founda

tiona! in any High 3c1 .. oo1 Curriculum. 
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rlork in tne Uni ven: .. i ty Departments of Philosophy, Poli tical 

Science, Economics, Sociology and Oriental Languages is not taken 

into account as special students in tl.l.eSe Departments do not, as a 

rule, nave tne necessary personal interests or preparation to become 

adequate teacIlers to tne ::iecondary Scnools. Tnese subjects are 

I) 
~~ y'\J 1 ~ 4.1---

I JI v ( meant for otner kinds of ambition. 

Students in tne B •• course are allowed an option between 
/' 

MatHematics and Physics because a University student who nas 

covered two years in one of tHese subjects and one year in the 

other may possibly, wi t.!.l. a li ttle self-study, be able to teach 

both of t.!lem in the weaker High SCHools. 

Greek is made an option with FrencH, because to deny tnis 

option would virtually mean to prouibit tile teacning of Greek in 

the SChools and this would be almost fatal. Greek is just as 

foundational to the study of Ia.tin and other languages, and 

Li teratures, as Matnematics is to tne furtner study of tl .. e Sciences. 

It is a noticeable fact that just as tne schools have steadily 

reduced tlle requirements in Jreek and . .J,athematics, tne work of tne 

schools ~nd Universities llas continued to grow steadily more and more 

ragged and untidy in all branches of study. Only a few will elect 

tne Greek option, but tnese are necessary. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Dean. 
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MACDONALD COLLEGE 
RAILWAY STATIONS. ExPRP:SS AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES: 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 
POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA 

J~nuary 27, 1926. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, McGill University, 
Montrsnl, Que. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

I encloEe herewith for your information a cony 

of a letter I have jUEt sent to Dr. E. I. Hexford in connection 

with High School Diplo"ClaE and the Cl)UrEeS at McGill Univer~ity 

given at nreEent, and which cover all the requirementE laid 

down by the regulationE and al£o by the Central Board of ~xam-

iners. 

In the laEt e:entence of hiE letter he EaYEITthiE 

will help UE in decidin~ upon the terms of our report." ThiE 

makeE me feel th~~ he iE making a report with ' ut having the 

conference which I had suppoEed to have been arranged. I am, 

therefore, EuggestinR that to him and sending you also a cony 

of the letter f,O that you may }.ave both before you. 

YotlrE faithfully, 

~~~ 
B. Dean. 



Copy for the information of: Sir ~rthur Currie. 

Montreal 
Dioce~an Theological College. 

743 Univer~ity ~treet 

Sinclair Laird, Esq., 
De an of School for TeacherE. 
MacdoTB Id College. 
Que. 

Dear Dean Laird:-

January 25th, 1926. 

The Sub-committee on HiRh School Diplomas 

has been considerin~ the profesfiohal courpes provided 

for this l)urpose at HcGill and Lennoxville. In order to 

hell) u~ in our inveEtigatlon we would like a little more 

detail in reference to the course offered for professional 

traininR at McGill . Would YOU kindly let me have a state-

ment of the hour~ and weeks Covered by each of the clur~es 

which you are providing in the 3rd and 4th years ~rts CourEe 

in the theory and uractise of education. llhis will help 

us in deCiding upon th0 terms of our renort. 

I remain, 

Yours faithfully, 

ELSOU 1. }{i;-:XFORD, 

Convenor of Sub-Committee. 



COpy 
cG11l Univer ity 

cul ty of Arts 

D an's Office 

Principal E.I. nexford. 
Dioe san Th ological Colleg t 

743 Un1v rslt,y ~tre t, 
ontreal. 

MY d er Dr. Re ford, 

Jan ry 27, 1920. 

e r eiven your letter of the 25th 

in tent i.n l. ioh y U uet 0 D tnree questions for me to ne er. 

ana t6 th se qu at10ns I Wish to reply as follows. 

I have ean urging ith e phasis for some 

ti e past th obvious nee s ity of making a full ti. e appoint

ment to the Ohair of Education 1n ~Gl11 Univ ra1ty. and I shall 

cont1nu 0 do eo in the futur • 

Gov rnora are prep r to do nd 

~ble to prediot. 

Just t the Board of 

en. however. I am at present 

It woul~ not onl be oa ibIe but highly 

de irable t if an appointment 'I re made. to of:! r a full course 

of study 1z ducation during the third and fourth years hioh 

~tudent • 1nt nd1ng to £0110 the t ahtng prof salon afterward • 

In! t aaaoeiat W1 th the aea em1c sub 3 eta in Which they are most 

interest d and Which they expeot to teach after they have receive 

their d grees. It oUld Iso be quite possible to offer these 

cours B of study for ne y ar aft r graduatlon to all students 

uho might wish to follo~ the s~b~oot of Education for their 

1 ster's d gr e. having vote the ~hole of thoir und rgraduate 

~ork to their aead lc studio • I have dvocat d this polioy 

for the preparation of v need teach ra not only in this province 



co y -
.1. exforc:1, 2. 

but in other Canadian provinces. rith Dmply equp 

Dap rtm nt of P~eholo y ue as e ah 11 hay after t e co _ 

letion of the new building, it uould be ~1t pos ibl for UB, 

I tnink, to fe tur sucoessfullY th professional pre 

of hi~~ aahoo1 toach ra t cGill. 

thi ia tone obviou p 

Per on lly I b liev t t 

sur Mch th Univ r it 

o . ke to in1prov the ue tional ork 0 "the high Chool in 

th province n thus to ulti telY raise the a d rd of 

scholar hip in t G Uni v r~ ty itself. 

1 need soarcely a , ' 0 ever, th t th r i on 
troub ith the t aching pro .... soion in this and in all C adian 

provine a T iah no Un! vera! ty oan cure and that ia th ri iculou 

insa ficl ncy of t salari offer in the t chin rofession. 

It ia r 11y absur to ~~ et man to spend flv y ar of 

successfUl Univ raity Ue tion in order to equip hi elf for a 

prof s ion so oorly r mun r t d sa our teachers ar t pr ant. 

Your v r,y trul • 

(Sg .) Ir • 

D a.n 
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COPY - ontr 1 

Diooes Th ological College 

74~ University str et J nnary 25th. 1926. 

Prof or Ira A. llao ~Y. Ph.D., LL.D., 
D an of the Faoulty o~ Arts. 
leGill University. 

rh .~L. 

De r Dr. ~ ... c . . -
It has be n felt for Bome ti e that the oon~1tions 

und r uhich High uahoo1 Diplomas are gr~n f by our Centr 1 Bo rd 
r qUire revision. A ub-Committe of th Protestant Committe 
1 n~ eng g d u on this ork. 

It 7111 r atly facilitate our war in this 
conn ction 1f W ooUld get info~ation unon the fol10 Ing points:-

1. I it the intention to f111 the Chair of 
Educ t~on o.taGill Univer ity by the appointment of s full-ti 0 
rof Beor in th near futnr ? 

2. · ould it be deair bIe or ossibl to offer 
an extr y r to candidates ir the rts conr e ho dosire to quality 
as h a teachers in our Blgh Sohools? 

3. In the c se of the apPointment of a full-tiro 
profes6or would it be possibl to :""0 more exten d proviaion for 
sub jects conn otec: 1171 tu pro! saion 1 ac1ucs ti on a a r en1 r part of 
the Art 0 ours in th 3rd and 4th y ara? 

ny inform tion that you can gi'~ UB unon th se 
points 1111 be er at1y appr 01 ted. 

Yours faithfully. 

ISgd. ) El on I Rexfo rd 

Oonvener of Sub-Committee 
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rllID.:OR&'WUM co~rcERI"'n G QUb..LI~ICATIC~S FOR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLO S. 

7fThat t least two years of under graduate erk should be required 
from candidates for high school dipl. mas in each of the following 
subjects:- Lo.tin, l_ath matics, English, 2rench and HistoIy, a.nd 
two additional subjeots of hidh Science for t~o years Shall be ~ne. 

hat the present provisions for profescional training of candidates 
for High School Diplcmas are quite inaaequate in reference to methods, 
practise teaching and school cdministration~ 

~at under the existing conditions of tim and staff very littl 
improvement can be expected in the present soh me of training. 

4 .. That it is ve~ important for the professional training of can~ 
didates for High School Diplomas that the Chair of Education at 

5. 

fuc~ill Uni~e~sity should b filled by a full tim professor. 

Thattwith the ~po1ntment ef a full time profes~or of Education, 
improved profeSSional tra.ining for candidates for High School 
Diplomas might possibly b provided in two directions 

(a) In giving the subject of education, theoretical and 
ractical, a more prominent place and a greater relative v&lu 
n the regular .11rts course. 

rb) In 'providing a. thorough conrae in education, th oretical 
and practical, in the departm nt of graduate studies qualifying 
for the h. • agree. 

~~-~~~--------------
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k.r... J :c..rILL CJLL:.U • 

~ne representatives of tne Committee are askin~ us for tne 
very utmo:Jt tllat any Co11e36 could be expected to l..chieve Vli ti ... out 
:"nterferin"l" unduly \.i th the fork \;nicn every Gollege of tne 'Premier 
cla.ss is expected to do at tne l)resent tiLle for the prepE.ra tion of 
students for profe$sions and occupations otner tllan the teac41ing 
profession. To offer two years of training in all the foundational 
subjects of a high scnool curriculum in a sm 11 scnool, two furtner 
years of tra.ining in special branches for the training of teacners 
in tne larger and better equipped scnools, and an adequate complement 
of Professional trcining in tae Tneory and Practice of education, all 
witllin tne limits of four yef..i.rs of University study is tue maximum 
tnat any institution coula possibly be expected to undertake success
fully. I do not thinK tne t r:cGill College can undertake so mUC.£l as 
tnis, but I am convinced, on tne otner hand, that we can do vastly 
more tnsn we llave been doing t and I may do. tnat the sug~'estions 
offered by tue represent tivee of tne Committee seem to me to pOint 
defini tely in tlle rigllt direction. I a..n sure t too t that tnese 
suggestions will be coraielly received by the mlole teecnin~ staff 
of tne College. One or two prelioinary suggestions may be necessary. 

If the course of study for the training of teachers et tIle 
University be made too rigid and exacting, it may only have the effect 
of greatly reducing the number of creditable candidates for teacning 
positions and so defeat its own object. This is always a danger 
Waere freedom of interest is unduly sacrificed. 

It must alwa.ys be assumed that local Scnool 30ards are 
capable of selecting tneir teachers with some reasonable degree of 
intelligence and care. Tbe certiIicates and diplomas carried by 
licensed teachers snould, tnerefore, show in some detail tile subjects 
which each applicant for a position is probably able to teach and how 
successfully. It must also be assumed, I suggest, that teacners 
are to some extent willing and able to improve by self-study their 
knowledge of subjects in wnich tneirprevious training has been 
inadequate. Indeed a.ny University graduate who has acquired habits 
of thorougnness and care, eS'Pecially in fundamental subjects, such, 
lor example, as Latin and I.:s.tllematics t ought to oe able to apply 
tnese same metnods and. habi ts to tl16 study of otner sub jects to a 
sufficient extent to carry pupils as fa.r as Junior :.:a.triculation. 
~ .. Uc.Ll more depends unon a. fevl instrumentul sub jects done well than 
upon a large number of sub jects done in Q. ragged ar~d imperfect 
~nner. 

ine Scneme outlineJ nereafter represents ttle conclusions of 
tlle Faculty ana. tne Jpecial Committee wrking on this sub :iect up to 
date.. ~his course of study may be varied in some details by the 
2~culty itself before it is prepared to put its imprimatur unon a 
f~ne.l plan, but the substantial outline of tIle plan is already pretty 
fully approved. 



~. Diploma witn tne degree of B.a. 
Tne requirements of tnis diploma snaIl be as folIo s:-

In the first year:- Latin, 
English, 
l~tnematics. 
French, 
History. 

and Physics ~ Greek. 

In the second year:- Latin, 
English. 
I.thematics. 
French or History. 

and a eecona-science ~ Greek (continued). 

In the tnird year:- Any two of tne above subjects in the 
second year continued, an additional subject 
and one class in Education or Educational 
Psychology; 

or An honour course in one of the above-
mentioned subjects and a class in Edncation. 

In the fourth year:- Anyone of the two continnation subjects 
t~ken in the third year, an additional subject 
and two classes from the Department of 
Education; 

or The honour course taken in the third year 
continued and an additional class in Education. 

B. Diploma With tne degree of M.A. or M.Sc. 
The reqairements for this diploma shall be &s follows:-

B.A. or B.Sc. degree from the ~niver81ty and one furtner 
full year of reei!ept post-graduate stndJ during whicn the major part 
of the students' work has been ta~n 1n th. Department of Eduoation. 

Suggestions for Disoussion. 

The diploma with the degree of B~. is intended for general 
teaching purposes in the high sohool8, the diploma With the degree of 
M • for teachers of epecial subjeots in the l&Tger high S04oo18, and 
tne diploma with the degree of M.Sc. for special teao~e~a in soientific 
subjects in the larger high schools, 6dequately etnipped to do oredit-
&ble work in science. The diploma in each caae will note on the 
face thereof that it is given with the degree of B.A e • M.A. or M.Sc., 
as the case may be, from McGill Un~veraity. 

It is impossible to design a single certificate ooveriDg all 
the cl_sees of teaohers required in secondary education without making 
the required training in fundamental subjeots too feeble. Possib11 
the Department of Eduaation might grant & diploma .tth the subjects 
of the high school curriculum at.'ed on the marlin or back. and then 
star or underline these subjecta to shOW, Ca) the subjects whic4 tne 
holder was speci&llr prepared to teaoh, Cb) the subjeots which the 
holder coUld teach well and (0) the subjeots which the holder might 
t,-oh if required to do·so. £t least three Jears of University 

.training would be r,quired for c1as8 (a). two years for class (b) 
and one year for class (c). 



v. 

Greek is made an option \:1 th SCience, beca.use to deny tnis 
option Vloulcl virtuaJ.ly I lean to prohibit t!le teaChing of Greek in tue 
scnools Ld tlis would be almost fatal. Greek is just as founda
tional to tlle study of Latin und otner languages, and Literatures, as 
-:atllematics is to tue furtuer study of trie Sciences. It is a notice
able fact that =ust us tl1e sCllools nave steadily reduced tlle require
ments in '}reek anCi ~.;athematics, ti e r;orl{ of the schools and Universi
ties tia'" continued to grow steuciily Ilore a.n ~ LUcre ragged and untidy in 
all brar cnSL of study.. Only a few ,,;ill elect tIle ... reek o'Ption and 
tlJ..ese few \:111 not distu.cbthe sUt,.;eo ted trL.inint~ appreciably. 

~cholb.rs WllO follow tIle above course for tue B.l.\.. degre-e will 
cover approxim~tely two years in five or six subjects, tl~ree years in 
tnree sub jects, and four years in t'\;ro sub jects, and 1 t is not possible 
to do more tnun this amount well and leave sufficient tine for the 
complement of v/orle necessary in tIle TLeory and Practice of ~ducation • 
.tl.ll tne acadeII.ic sub jects v/ill, no",ever. be foundational if! any high 
scnool curriculum, two years in five or six ("ub~ects, tnree years in 
three sub jects, four ye",rs in t"lO sub jects and three classes in 
Education cover -the wnole nineteen courses now required for a degree, 
~nd to incre se tue number of tllese cour es will se"'iously injure tne 
value of tile detjree itself nel only result in turning out a ~umber of 
grauuv,tes fInO would '1(.;t J010W anyone sub ject or group of sub Jects 
sufficiently \7el1 to teacIl tnem "ell in even tl .. e poorer class of 
second~r scbool. 

Pebruary 22. 1927. 



January 21st, 1927. 

R v. Dr. E. I. Rexford, 
Principal. Diocesan College, 
743 University Streot, 
~ontreal. 

Dear Dr. Rexford:-

Let me acknowledge receipt ot 
your letter of yestorday. 

I may say that the · statement Ihloh 
was to be prepared has boon discussed briefly and in
conclusively at a meeting of the Faculty of Arts held 
last Friday. F nal discussion h~B boen postponod to 
Friday, the ~8th. I med1ataly following th~t meeting 
I shall forward you the conclusions reached by th 
Faculty. I regret the delay. 

Principal. 



lIoutrtal 

lltO!f.6UU W~eologt!al <:!rollrgt 

74.3 UNIVERSl'L'Y STR E ls:T 

Januhry 20th.1927. 

Sir Art}1ur Currie, K.C.B •• LL.D. t 

!lcGil Uni veroity , 

MONTICAL. 

Dear Sir ~rthur:-

~t a conierAnce betweAn Members of the 

University and mp,nbers of the Protestant COmF.ittee, held 

before the Christmas holidays the subjAct of the ~ cademic 

and Professional training for candid&tes for Hi.gh School 

Di'!.)loI!lrJS was careful'y consid ered and !'!lany in teresting and 

helpful suggestions came out i1 .. the Conference. 

It was understcQd at the close of the 

Conference that the Members of the University would take 

un the question raised and provide a sta~ement as to the 

most desirable course (a) in reference to Academic training, 

and. (b) in referAnce to Professional tra-ining. 

I shall be gfuE..d to get thi.s statement 

as early us possible in order tha the final statement may 

be presented for adoption at the ?ebruary mneting of the 

Protestant Com-it~ee. 

;z:::.1t~~1;e ri: 
~lson I. ~cxford, 

8hairman of the Suh-Comr-:i t.,. ee. 



3TAIfDIHG SB13- COl,llITTTE::-:S 0F TILT.; PROT~~~,TAl~J:1 COEl',:IITTEE 
tRe.;::constituted-November 25th; 1952} 

---------------------------------------------------

1. COrJSOLIDATION 2. SU?SRIOn EDUCATION GRANTS 

1. ]~o A.K.Cameron (Convener) 
2. lYr. P.C.Duboyce 
3. Hon. A.R.lldiaster 
4. Dr. A.H.HcGreer 
5. 111'. lvT.alcolm T. Robb 
6. Dr. G.--r.Parmelee,,-. 
7. Hon. rr. Go;~i tchell 

1. Mr. P.C.Duboyce (Convener) 
2. Dr. V/.O .Rotlmey 
3. Dr. G. -or. Parmelee ,..-
4. Miss C. I. MacKenzie 
5. I\ir. H. R. Co c kf i e 1 d 
6. Hon. '1.G.Mitchell 

3. POOR ~r(JNICIPALITI~S GRAIJTS 4. HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA Q.:JALIFICATIOIIS 

1. Hon. 1~{. S. Bullock (Convener) 
2. TIr . Halc oln T. Robb 
3. DT. '7.L.Shurtleff 
4. Dr. ~.O.Rothney 
5. Hon. -7.GoMi tchell 

1. Dr. G. n .1'armelee (Convener)-
2. Dr. 'J.O.Rothney 
3. Professor Fred Clarke 
4. Hon. Justice '7.L.Bond 
5. Dean Laird 
6. Hon. 17. G. Mi tchell 

5. EDUCATIONAL 1{8ETINGS 

1. Dr. A.H.J~cGreer (Convener) 
2. Dean L2,ird 
3. Hr. A.KoCameron 
4. lIr. H.:1oCockfield 
5. Hon. ~.G.Mitchell 

--------------------------------------------------------
SPZCIAL SUB-COIU':ITTESS 

1. SCHOOL INSP:CCTION 

1. Dr. Z.I.Rexford (Convener) 
2. Dr-. G. '1. J:'arme le e _ 
3. Hon. A.R.Mclfuster 
4. Dr. -r.O.Rothney 
5. Professor Fred Clarke 
6. D::::,. Percival 
7. Hon. '7.G.:;\:itchell 

3. COURSE OF STUDY & CONTINUATION 
TIAR 

1. lIr. Hovvard i~ill'ray (Convener) 
2 .. 1'1:-0 F.C.Duboyce 
3. l.i.r. Malcolm T. Robb 
4. Dr. G. 1:7. Parmele_ 
5. Dean Laird 
6. Professor Freu Clarke 
7. Dr. 17.0.Rothney 
8~ Miss C.I.MacKenzie 
9. Dr. J.A.Nicholson 

10. Hon. A. R. ~rc11ast er 
11. Hon. ifT.G.T iitchell 

2. RETARDED CHILDREN 

1. Dr. E.I.Rexford (Convener ) 
2. Professor Carrie Derick 
3. Dr. G.".Parmelee-
4. Hon. A. R . l'~cHast er 
5. Professor Fred Clarke 
6. Hiss C.I.l,fucKenzie 
7. Hon. rJ.G.I'Iitchell 

4. HOID'Ift..L TRAINING COEDITIONS 

1. Dr. G. rr.Parmelee (Convener" 
2. Dr. E.I.Rexford 
3. Mr. Howard Hurray 
4. Profes30r Fred Clarke 
5. Mr. A.K. Cameron 
6. Hon. l-'.C:.llitchell 

5. SCHOOL D·1J:>ROVEJ1!:NT 

10 Dr. G.1'f.Parmelee (Co"lvener~ 
2. Ji.'Ir. P. C. Duboyc e 
3. Dr. 1:1.0. Rothney 
4. Hon. yv. G. Hi tchell 



Professor Carleton ,.. ~tanley, 
Assistant to the frincipa:, 

,Cllill University, 
Montreal. 

For the information 0' the 

Principal u on his return. 

H. r~. 



~ar D. roiYul-

I oh obllge<l :tor 10ur letter ot t :1 at 
enolosi COPY' or & eoBlmllidcation troll the Sup rintehdent of "c11oo18, 
ontreal, and 1 addition letter om the Prine! 1 of t 0 Comm cial 
19b SoOOo1, Montreal. The rt or t cae 1 ttere 1 the claim for 

r cogn'1. t10n n auks aDd .a an optio 1Ub3 ect of t e hin study 
ot Sbortband and Typing. rhor appear to be two rounds for this 
re uest,-

1. t thes& eubj ete vs 80m culturQl 
v: :u.e. 

of which tbase 

I de~ t once as utterly unt nable t 
theory that Shorthand Dd 'l.'yplna in them.elTes :ve SW culturu T -
us whuteYcr. In my lo~ business ex,srience I ~e at least some 
claim to oW80ge of t pole h~ enter the .inees or 
quipped a. t nogr pher8. It b that ten r J: lv c be used 
e n in trument where l' cultur .., lv.ea 0 n be at J a8, or in-

nce, in its employaent in t~ further study of' 11ab, but no one 
can roduc 8~· logical rgum nt to .how tu t the :pes.esaion of 
these mechanic 1 aubjeote has Qualified the r cipient t be called 
an ea.ue ted ·er.on bee use his mental equi ent s been e1 thar 
bro en O~ ~t1mUl ted theroby. 

The re 1 •• sence of. the re<V1 •• t l:t.1 the Super-o 
nt Dd nt is t t the Scb:lol in question (and oth r a i to:1 bleh 

!Bay be now or later on es bllahed) ie wu.t.t its time by T1~ 
8tu ent. loyed in the study ot Sborthan nd TypellTltiDg for 3 
tull years, whereaa they can acquire this mechanic roticiene,y i 
on y ar. In fact, in out.ide Commercial Col1 ge tudente do thi8 



-2-

ork in 80th • 

n xt. 

~ opinion, I 1. r cour e, 
t cur eo ::r.u!i1catloh bt1'l'Jre it on 

V t')l' truly yours, 

fSg() HO{iar d _urraj 



\ 

roh t:.. h. 1. 

i. ll. 

c· 



/ 
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""'r. ('I ••• Parmelee, 
De It. of ... ~blic 1"0 1 rlC tio'n, 
uebee, •.• 

..... ( J' r • .:'E1rmelee:-

Jal'1m~ry 
T;; enty-fi rat 

lS24. 

- ,t , ,.~ f U'I'J til 
t r i c ':. r t c . (, Thud 

o-n c'~tio~ ''Y'"''r .OT" i 1.f)r'.ltlon. 1 
,., vc ro (1 ov'}r the .f.: 0. < ~d • s vea.: ti ('JS rlnd 

do ¥\ot 11 ~ it. I J ~ot tl-:in.'" i t :J~ou:Ci be 
1u11i . l':"} ... t rO'V is. I 
• n 'oral 

of :levoloping 
t .0 re (';oi..,g 

tOu.c .ora to 
i T 1n) their 

o. n il'"lto1:'prett:.tio-n thereof. I. 0'1... bo t fraid 
th(~t they' .Quld interpret t qr;e th i ,., ..... n too 
li terally ."d that frlse i l}preb~,ion .ould be 
left i", the mil1-lf, of the child""en. 

I do not l~o h t t}~ other 
cmbcrC'> of the ')ro t sto.n t ,o:n."li ttre r.i".: acout 

thi courne. I oul.:! ot 1i""'0 to feol -h't I I 
voulq be the only Ono orj ct{n to it, t~t yet, 
frankly, I r;oY"l ~i' Jr it..., er! c 'r ut ti __ I more 
co..,.ideratiol1. If it corn s up ~o- fi"~l r.tifi
cation or othc~~ise Dt our l'1ext meeting : qha1l 
ha e to vote 'eai'n~t it, althou~h I realize it 
in ..., tjxceed~'I"I ly i .portEil"t matter. I hnve ..,ot 



• 

Dr. G. .~armelee - 2 -

time to outli~e ~o' 11 the reasons Ihich have 
fo c( mo to come to this conclusion. 

Yours fai thful1y. 

Pri'l'"lc1p ... 1 • 

• 

• 
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.,. When replying give at 
the head of your letter this 
number. 

!Department of ~ublic 3-nstruction 
<!autber, lB. ~. 

51/22 
fir Address your answer to 
"The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Quebec, P. Q." 

D er ir : -

Januar 12th, 1922. 

Thi r.ot is sim 1 r t 0 r~m' ~d you that it was sreed 
t the last m etin of ~e Protestant Committee of the Council 

of Pub ic Instruct~on , hat 11 criticisms ~nd s'ggestions that 
members wi E;,i1 to make i • re :rard to th lle~oran6..uI!l for Tee.chers 
on elie:i OtlS cnd Moral Educa ion, of v;nich you h, v a copy in 
t e , sho 1-1 be sent ',0 m n t later t:J.an the t.e tieth of 
t ..... l· s month. 

In order that t~le n{.:xt repor of the oub-o Ir1Jn' t tee 01 th 
Cour e of Study m be ful:' a:pp ccit ts("' J a c PJ of all cri ti
cisms wi 1 b ive J. to er.c: member of tl.e "'c:m.'"'\~· ttce before the 
Febru::..r rr.e tir e, ~ ell uS €I. copy of ... 11 :report of the sub-comIpi-
ttee , should such report be plac d in hands one cle~r ''leek 
beforE:: the meeting of the eneral com.--:i t tee. 

Yours fai t:.i':' 1 r, 

1 

Secretar"' 
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.... When replying give at 
the head of your letter thi::! 
number. 

&- Address your answer to 
.. The Superintendent of Public 
lnatruction, Quebec. P. Q." 

IDeparttnent of ~ubltc 3-nstructton 
~uebect JP. ~. 



, -

" 

!Department of ~ubltc 3-nstructton 
0- When replying give at ~ b 1I1 lA 
the head of your letter this ~Ut tCt ~. ~. 
number. 

¥iF" Address your answer to 
"The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Quebec, P. Q." January 25tb,1922. 

Sir Arthur Currie.K.C.B.,LL.D., 

Mc Gill University,Montreal,Que. 

Dear Sir Art bur, 

I r~ve your letter of the 21st instant in regard 

to tbe ~emorandum tor Teachers on Religious and Moral Education. 

It will receive due oonsideration. 

Yours very truly. 

Secretary. 



.( 

W. P. PERCIVAL 

IDepartlnent of lEbucatton 
<ftutbtc, ~. <ft. 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number,. 

LIONEL BERGERON 

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 

MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT 

AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION. 

No. __ _____________ . 

Replies should be addressed 
to "The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q." 

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

November 30th, 1932 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C •. ~. " K.C.B., LL.D., 
~cGill University, 

Lontreal, 1.f'I. 

Dear Sir:-

I have received Y01IT letter of ovember 24th, 
together lith a CO.!)'T of the Annual Report of the Corporation 
of 1~cGil1 for 1931-1932. 

The statements concerning the schools of the Pro
vince made on p""ges 44 and 45 to which you have particularly 
drawn my attention are very Bratifying and I wish to record 
my appreciation of the fact that you have published. the 
findines of the survey of the achieveP.lents of the class of 
1931. 

I esteem highly the expression contained in your 
letter concernin:; the co-operation that I have been able . 
to eive to l1cGil1 University . I realize thdt I must contlnue 
to '1ork with the universities in order to promote the best 
interests of lrotestant education in this Province. 

Yom's truly, 

J:tr~ ..) 

AI Director of _rotestant Education 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 

The annual report of ::\lcGill rni
versity for 1931-:32 pays a high tribute 
to the quality of th(' Prote. tant Supe
rior School of th(' Province. The fine 
co-operation of 1fcGill and Bishop's 
universitie with th(' Department of 
Education and the Protestant Com
mittee began under the leader. hip of 
Sir William Dawson and has subsisted 
for ov('r three-quarters of a century. 
It ha. been a spirit of co-operation 
which has as 'i. ted progr('ss all the way 
from the rural dementary school to the 
university, and we till look for the 
local historian who \\"ill tell the tory of 
the men who, in the early days of 
"small things", made th('ir way from 
little rural schools to the univer. ity 
and then into the liberal profes. ions. 

Sir Arthur (,unie, the principal of 
J\IcGill, states that the result of a .ur
vey showed that there werc twenty-six 
capital students in the Graduating 
Class of 19:31 who had made an average 
of approximately 70 per cent and over 
in all their subjects of their Fourth 
Year, and that ninet('en of tlw e \vere 
from the Province of Quebec and. even 
from out ide the Province. The nUlll
ber of students who graduated, with 
honour!", from the Province of Quebec 
was forty, and from eJi:;ewhere sixteen. 
It was also found that the examination 
results of students from the Province 
of Quebec in the freshman year 1931 

\\"ere L per cent higher than tho:-:e 
from the Province of Ontario. 

The late He\'. A. 'Y. Buckbnd of 
C'ookshire, whose death at the end of 
;.Jovember last \\"a' deplored by so 
many, wa for a short time In.p('ctor of 
f;chools in Bonaventure county before 
the Bonaventure and Gasp(> district. 
were united under the inspectorship of 
H('v. L. J. King. ::\lr. Buckland \\"as a 
chaplain in the "-orld War. and up to 
the last he wa~ ever active in looking 
after the intere~ts of returned Illpn. 

Teachers of French in Grade IX will 
appreciate the exerci 'es on the text of 
"L'Aventure de Jacque. nerard". fur
nished by ::\Iif> Tanner for this i~sue. 
The natural method in modern lan
guage makes constant practice in the 
idiomatic phra es and in the correct 
grammatical forms quite a::; important 
as in the older methods, and exercises 
such a those furni hed by ~Iis ' Tanner 
have to be followed earnestly if they 
are to serve the proper ends in Inn
guage teaching. We may add that if 
teachers find the que. tions, etc .. a time 
saving; device, ).Iis Tanner "'ill he 
ready to continue the series. Hespon"es 
should be sent early to )'li::;::; T:ll1ner or 
to the Educational Record. The article 
by ::\li.ss ~rarion A. Rmith, A",;istant 
Supervisor of French, will also bp \\'('1-

comerl by teachers. 
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PHYSICS FOR GRADE XI 

We are requested by Dr. Percival to insert the following announcement:-

The examination for Grade XI in Physics for June next will be based upon 
the course outlined on page 4 of the Supplement to the Memoranda of Instruc
tions to Teachers dated September 1st, 1932. 

A review of the work of Grade X will not be required. 

MEMORANDA FOR TEACHERS 

x 0 new edition of the ~Iemoranda will he issued this year, hut a upplc
ment will be prepared and will be ayailahlc on application to the Department 

by the fifteenth of August. 

Teachers are requested to carefully guard the present Memoranda in order 
that they may be available next year, as the number at the Department is very 

limited. 

THE DEPRESSION 

The teachers of this Province, like those of the other provinces and of the 
world at large, have been more or less affected by the world depression. 1'11<' 
majority of our teachers, however, have been le s affected by serious salary 
decreases than have many teachers elsewhere; and the majority of our rural 
boards in particular, which have had the greatest difficulty in collecting taxes, 
are to be commended for their efforts to keep the schools running as usual. 

In this article we wish to say something about the ultimate cause of the world· 
wide depression. Teachers of history are aware that all great wars arc followed 
by economic injury to the countries concerned. To take only modern history, 
there was the Thirty Years' War in Europe frorn 1618 to 164. It took onc 
hundred years for the devastated countries to get back to what they were eco
nomically before 1618. It was for that reason that at, the end of the Heven 
Years' War in the cighteenth ccntury, Frederick the C:reat decided that it should 
not take as long in proportion to restore Prussia. How he succeeded in ten ycars, 
by going directly among thc people and advising them about their crops and their 
small industries-like Turgot in France am! Jean Talon in New Francc-is 
graphically told in the tenth volume of C'arlyle's "Frederick the Great". 
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wherever a hope of progres opened; and here I made the experience which I 
have often repeated since, and laid to heart as regards intellectual work also, 
that enormous difficultie may be overcome when they are attacked in earnest. 
Rometimes I found my elt so hedged in by fi ures that e cape seemed absolutely 
impossible; but clo e and resolute examination, 0 often revealed a means of exit, 
that I felt in all its force the brave verity of the remark of ~Iirabeau, that the 
word "impossible" i a mere blockhead of a word. It finally became necessary 
to reach the shore, but I found this a work of extreme difficulty. At length, 
however, it became pret ty evident that, if 1 could cro a certain crevas e, my 
retreat would be secured. The width of the fissure seemed to be fairly within 
jumping distance, and if I could have calculated on a safe purchase for my 
foot I hould have thought little of the spring; but the ice on the edge from which 
I was to leap was loose and insecure, and hence a kind of nervous thrill shot 
through me as I made the bound. The opposite side was fairly reached, but 
an involuntary tremor shook me all over after I felt myself secure. I reached 
the edge of the glacier without further serious difficulty, and soon after found 
myself steeped in the creature comforts of our hotel". 

At the end of the other book, called ":\lountaineering in 1861", he says: 

"To the habits of the mountaineer Milton' opinion regarding the utility of 
teaching the use of weapons to his pupils is especially applicable. Such exercises 
constitute 'a good means of making them healthy, nimble, and well in breath, 
and of inspiring them with a gallant and fearless courage, which, being tempered 
with seasonable precepts of true fortitude and patience, shall turn into a native 
and heroic valour, and make them hate the cowardice of doing wrong'. Fare
well" . 

In education much might be gained, perhap , if pupils could be induced to 
regard the harder tasks of the day in the light of that mental and moral disci
pline of the great Mid-Yictorian. That is the only moral of this short article, 
but it may also serve as a reminder to teacher that the works of John Tyndall, 
the Poet of Science in prose, are still worth reading and re-reading for delight 
and instruction. 

J. C. S. 

THE CONTINUATION YEAR 

The following is the general statement of the Mc Gill Corporation in regard 
to the additional (optional) high school year, from page 49 of the Annual Report: 

For the past two years consideration has been given by the School au
thorities and by the University to a proposal advocating the establishment in 
certain selected High chools ofaXIIth Grade or Continuation Year. The 
Protestant Committee has not found it expedient to make the Continuation 
Year compulsory in all High Schools, but a XIIth Year i already in operation 
in some form or other in one or two schools which have chosen to adopt it. 
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The University will always give its unqualified support to measures designed 
to improve the work in the public schools. We believe that this additional 
year of extended study will be of great value to students proceeding to a uni
versity degree. A stuMnt who has taken this additional year may write the 
Senior Matriculation Examination of this University, and if his standing 
sufficiently high he may be permitted 

Ca) to proceed into the second year of the general cour e at the "Gni

versity; or 

Cb) to enter the advanced classes of the first year, proceeding to honours 
work in the second year; or 

Cc) to enter the Engineering course without further examination; or 

Cd) to count this yt'ar as one of the years in Arts or Science necessary 
to qualify a student going on to Law, ~1edicine or Dentistry. 

Because the year referred to may count, in certain in;tances, as the equi
valent of the first year in Arts or Science, the "Gniversity must retain the right 
to control the examination of such students as seek admissio.n in this way. It 
also must retain the sole prerogative of deciding who shall qualify for the honours 
courses, and it cannot admit that the senior matriculant has the right to enter 
these honour courses without further tests or, in exceptional cases, the recom
mendations of the chairman of the Department concerned. It cannot be con
tended that a year of extended work in High School is the equivalent of a first 
year in a university, if that first year is what it should bt', and in the opinion 
of the university a course of four years' university work is the most desirable 
and most satisfactory. 'Vhile continuing to admit enior matriculation students 
to the second year of the gent'ral course if tht'ir standing merits, the Univer ity 
would much prefer that these students should enter the advanced classes of the 

first year. 

THE EMPIRE BROADCAST 

The Empire Broadcast on Christmas morning \Va a most impre ivc 
event. The announcer at London, after "Big Ben" was heard around the world, 
called up stations in Wales, 8cotland, North Ireland, South Ireland; then Halifax, 
Montreal, Toronto, ·Winnipeg and Yancouver. From there we were switched 
to New Zealand, to several cities of Australia and to Cape Town, South Africa. 
Thence to Singapore and India, and to the "Empress of Britain" at Port Said. 
Captain Latta's quiet Scottish voice told us that 1110St of the passengers had 
gone for the day to Bethlehelll, and immediately we were transferred to Beth
leh ('111 , where a Christmas hymn was heard. 

At every station across the world and the Empire, the responding speaker 
were plainly impressed with the. olemnity and significanct' of the event, and 
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MACDONALD COLLEGE 

RAII..WAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: 

5-TE. ANNE DE BEI..I..EVUE, QUE. 

Private. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
MaGill University, 
Mont real. Q,ue., 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

POST OFFICE : 

MACDONAI..D COI..I..EGE. QUE. , CANADA 

November 24, 1931. 

At a sub- aommi ttee meeting recently, I consulted 
Mr.Howard Murray, Dr.Par.melee, Dr.Percival, and other members as 
to the desirability of presenting some facts dealing with the 
Pension Fund for teachers to the next meeting of the Protestant 
Committee on Friday, November 27, in order to elicit their support 
for additional Government grants to the Pension Fund, and certain 
amendments to the law which are being asked by Roman Catholic 
teachers and Protestant teachers to remove certain inequalities 
and unfairnesses in the Act. It was understood that I would prepare 
a memorandum and submit it in advanoe of the meeting so that members 
would have the facts before them previous to the meeting, and, there
fore, would be able to give some intelligent attention to the matter. 

A further suggestion was made that this document when 
prepared might be submitted to the Chairman of the Protestant 
Committee to see whether the Committee's support could be granted. 

I have learned from Dr.Percival by long distanoe tele
phone that the Hon.Walter Mltchell, Chairman of the Protestant 
Committee has expressed himself as being Violently opposed to bringing 
the matter before the Protestant Committee, and as having stated that 
it would be fal.r.b~:tter to go direot to the Government. Meetings are 
being arranged~elegations from Roman Catholic and Protestant 
teachers and members of the Government on Thursday, Deoember 3rd, on 
the day when the Pension Commission meets in Q,uebeo. Furthermore, 
informal meetings are being held with members of the Legislature on 
the evening before, or, at least, arrangements are expected to be 
made for this purpose. Of oourse, if the Hon.Mr.Mitahell Violently 
opposed this report in the Protestant Committee, and if the Protestant 
Committee decided to lay the report on the table and take no action, 
the teacher's claims might reoeive a set-back in place of assistanoe. 
I, therefore, agreed to with-hold this report, and refrain from 
submitting it to the Protestant Committee. 

However, I know that you are sufficiently interested 
in all matters connected with teaohers, and, therefore, would like 
to know some of the facts whioh as a Pension Commissioner I am able 
to report. I am, therefore, enclosing herewith privately and 
oonfidentially, a copy of this report for your information only. 
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MACDONALD COLLEGE 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS : 

POST OFFICE: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. 
MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

November 24, 1931. 

Sir Arthur Currie. 

I may say that all the Pension Commissioners and all 
the teaohers are quite disturbed about the present oondition and 
future prospeots of the Pension Fund, unless the Government makes 
greater grants. 

I hope sometime to have an opportunity of telling you 
some of the difficulties in person. 

Yours faithfully, 

KC. Dean. 
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PliOT~S'J:Al-TT 

SPECIAL 
TO 

cmm:',lI rT:"~E OF ':'HE COUNCIL 
ON 

THE TEACHERS' PENSION FUND. 

/ 

O~CATION. 

November 27, 1931. 

The law establishing the Pension Fund was passed in 
1880. It now appears as Section 8 of the Education Act, Revised 
Statutes of Quebec . 

The Pension Fund is administered by a Pension Commission 
consisting of two representatives of the Protestant Teachers 
Association and two ROQan Catholic representatives, one appointed 
by the Laval No~~ School graduates, and the other by the Jacques 
Cartier Nor:nal School graduates . The Honourable, the Superintend
ent, is the Chairman of the Commission, and ~,Ir .Franqois Paul Noel 
is the Secretary. Rev.Dr.Rexford and Dr.Robins were the two 
original Protestant COIJlIilissioners. The present Protestant 
Commissioners are ~:r.M.C.Hopkins, B.A., and Dean Sinclair Laird. 

The Teachers' Pension Fund is practically the only educ
ational matter which concerns equally both sides of our educational 
system, and 1,7hich is administered jOintly for the benefit of all 
teachers. Tl"e Pension COlYiJ:ilission is the only body I know where 
both Roman Catholics and Protestants are appointed as trustees for 
the carrying out of a part of the school law. 

Pensioners at the present time number 1100 persons. 

The revenue and expenditure of the Administrative 
Commission of the Pension Fund for officers of PriBary Instruction 
for the year 1930-1931, is as follows:-
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Revenue 

Sum voted by the LeSislat1J.re (Item 43 of the 
\ $' Budget; ••••..............•.•.......•..•• 2,000.00 

47,000.00 

10,254.93 

Grant from Governnent (R.S.1925, c.133, 
8eo.542) •..... ., •.•......... ·····•······• 

Interest on Capital (R.S.1925, c.133 
secs.54!, 543, 554) •••••.•..••••• •••··•• 

Surplus frOL: Cld Pension Fund (R.S .1925, 
c. 133, so c,.. 5 .. 18) •••• .,., ..••• ••··•••••·••• 

St:)ppac e of 470 ';.lants to Public Schools 
(R.S.1925, c.133, soc_542} ••••••.•..•••• 

Stoppar"es on SalflY'ios of '2c~achers from Grants 
payable to School li\micipali ti es (R.S. 
1925, c.133, secs+534 542 and 549) ••••• 

StoppaGes on Salaries of S0hool Inspectors 
(R.S.1925, c&133, 80C8.534, 542,and549). 

Stoppac cs on Salaries of No .. .'mal School 
Professors (R.S.1925, c.133, secs.534, 
542 and 549) ••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••• 

Stoppages p~iC directly by Teachers (R.S. 
1925, c.133, socs.534, 542 and 554) ••••• 

Doficit of the year ••••••••••••••• ••••·••••• 

By the Pensions ••••.•••••. ··••·•···•••···••• 
By Re-Imburser!lont s •••••• • •• • • • • • • • • •• • • ••• • • 
:3y l!:xponse of' Administration ••••••.•••• ••·•• 

RQvcnuc Account. 

Surplus of the prGccding year •.•••••••. ···•• 
Deficit of the year 1930-31 •••••••••••• ·•• •• 

Placed in Tlust in the Provincial Treasury •• 

Capi tal . ..Ac.2...Q..unt .• 

Arnount of Capital July 1, 1931 •••••••••.•..• 

5,888.00 

25,000.00 

156,438.36 

5,034.60 

2,318.75 

42,'702.18 
30,068.11 ----.-... ~' 

~;326, '704.93 

$317,915.86 
5,987.23 
2,801.84 

~?326, '704.93 

$199,001.55 
30,068 .. 11 ----

$168,933.44 

$205,167.64 

Certified: Quebec, Juno 30, 1931. 

M.C.Hopkins, (Signed) E.Vczina. 
~inclair Laird, 

Pcnsi on Cor.tGlissioncrs. Provinci al Auditor. 
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This financial statement shons that there is a deficit 
of r;;)30, 068.11 for the year 193il.. This defici t has been grorring 
steadily. 

June, 1920. Surplus for the year $11,612.58. 

It 1921. 11 " 11 It $26,050.40. 

It 1922. :1 It 11 It .. 
~p46, 959.47. 

n 1923. .1 11 Il It $55,270.75. 

It 1924. 11 11 11 It ~41,13lo05. 

It 1925~ It It 11 tt ~42,393094. 

June, 1926. Deficit for the year ~~ 
<tP 2,815.58. 

tI 1927. It " " 11 $ 2,507.81. 

11 1928. It n It " $12,578.17. 

It 1929. " It " It $19,395.17. 

tI 1930. tI It tI It $17,273.19. 
tI 1931. " tI " It ~. 

~~30,068.11. 

An e:mn.ination of the financial statement will show 
the menbers of the Protes"i;ant Cornrl1i ttee tho.t the fund is derived 
from the follmlins sources:-

1. Goverm.1el1t brunt s. There are tHo s'J.ch 
grants anounting altogether to ~;49,OOO 

2. Hiscellaneous funds, nal!le1y, interost 
on capital and surplus from the old 
Pension Fund. These amount to $16,000 

3. Stoppages fro~ school board Grant s 
amountinG to ~p25, 000 

4. Teachers' stoppages amounting altOGether 
to ~206,493.89. 

It will thus ba seen that the teachers' stoppa«os arc 
the main support of tlli s Fund. The Governncnt doe s not pa~r on8 
Quarter of 'che sun paid by toachors. The teo.chors' stoppaGes have 
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trebled in thG last six years, but the Government 3 rant has 
remained stationary. The surplus is small, and rapidly diminish-
ing . :F'rom. my l~norrledge of the administration of the Fund I am 
vvillin 3 to predict that the deficit "will increa3e in future years. 
This deficit , Hhich is nOli serious, is due to the anendments to 
the lay! that have been passed by the Governnent usually -rrithout 
the knovlledge, always Ylithout -:;11e consent, and sometimes in 
opposition to the e:~pressed viev.'s, of the Commission . 

There have been five stases of increases to the 
l!1.inimum pensions , \1hich have been increased first from ;;;50 to s~75, 
then from ~75 to $ 100, then from ~100 te $125, and finally to t150 . 

As a concoquGnce of these amendnents, one teacher 
during her sGrvice onl y paid ~7 . 44 to the Pension Fund; she is 
now receiving ~150 a year , and will continue to receive that sum 
for tht~ rest of her life . Another teachGr nade payments of ~r7 . 50 
(:uring her service and likevli se obtains ;,p150 a year as pension . 
Hunerous othors have paid sums as 10\7 as $16 . 81, ~17. 28 , ~~17. 56 , 
:,p17 . 99 , ~18 . 48, \~18 . 54 , ~~18 . 58 , ~19 . 53 . These are 10 examples of 
toachers frOlL} an alphabetical list vrhich only extends to the letter 
IIDt! . These 10 examples shoyr that these teachers paid less than 
$20 during their lifet i me of teaching , and are nOrT bGnofitting 
by a pGnsi on of ~~ 150 a year through thG 8rrlcndme:nt s passed by the 
Governrflcnt Vlhich did not , hm7evGr , provide the sums necessary to 
pay for the30 benefits . 

At the timo \-·hon these five arnenclment s Ylere passed , 
calculations v,rc;re mad(; as "~o the cost of the chane:es . These 
incroased costs "wore kno-rtl1 l1hon the anendme:n-cs Vlere passed , but the 
Governr,1ent did not put aside the funds required to take care of 
the additional obligations for which tbey uero responsible . 

Boreover , the Government doL. s no"c pay interest on 
the accumulated surplus of the prGsent fund . At onc time there 
vras a surplus of about ~p250 , 000 . It can easily be shorm that at 
a reasonable rate.. th,-, accumulacion of interost v/Quld have amounted 
to , at lCQ~t , ~200 , 000 . 

'l?hc Pension Conmission in recent years has r(;QuL.st 
cd i ts Chairman to bring to the attent i on of the Cabinut the 
sorious situation caused by increas i ng deficits , and to secure 
greatvr support f:tom Provincial funds. FurtheTIllOre , dc-legat i ons 
from Protustant and Catholic Teachers' Assoctations intc-rviewod 
the Primc: .I.11nistcr and Provincial Secretary durinr:; the last session 
of the Lcgi sla ct~rc . Th'~y v.'erc lcindl y rL.cci vcd ; copies of the 
reClU(;st s Here le ft "l7i th ";~he nini stc..rs v'lho Gave the Gc l cga tcs hope , 
wi thout , hOITcvcr , e i vinC definite assurances . 

Dclegat,-,s interviuwcel thesc Hinist(;rs 8. second 
time bc:for~ th~ cnd of ~hc.. session only to find that nothing had 
boen done or \lould be done last year . 
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Since that time the Roman Catholic Teachers have 
been circulatL-1C a peti tion embodying the sane roquest s that nere 
previousl:r maLle to tl:.e Cabinet. The Protestant Teachers have 
circulated the udEe petition and have received the si[;natures of 
the najority of teachers throushout the Province . On November 11, 
there were no feTIer than 11?4 froll outside the Cities of Westmount 
and Montreal . 100 per cent of the Protestant Teachers in Hontreal 
signed the petition also . 

It is a matter of considerable gratifica~cion to know 
that the Prot estant 'reachers and the Catholic Teache rs are harraon
ious and united in the requests that are being ll1ade. These requests 
are as follo1i!s:-

a. That the amount of the pension awarded to a teacher shall be 
calculated on the basis of three per cent of the average 
salary for the best tV/enty five years of serVice, for frf_BJ:Y.. 
officer of primary instruction; 

b . That the naxirJuH pensi on shall be :;P1500; 

c. That interest at the rate of 4 per cent shall be paid on the 
accuIllulated surplus; 

d . That the Governnent shall vote an ann.ual grant of 50 per cent 
of the stoppages paid by the officers of prinary instruction; 

e . That ten dollars shall be granted instead of five annually for 
each year of service above twenty until the pension reaches 
$400 instead of $300; 

f. That the Alliance of Catholic Teachers in Montreal shall n8lile 
an additional nCI!.ber of the Administrative COE1T1ission; 

g. That the extension of the time allowed to pay stoppaGes for the 
half pension 0ranted ~idows shall be continued till the cnd of 
tho year 1932; 

It ~ill bo seen that these requests fall into the 
follouing divisions: -

1. Additional financial support. 

2. The rcr;loval of certain inequali tics 
and certain unfairnesscs in the 
prosent law . 

3. An additional represontative from 
the Catholic Alliance. 

With rogard to the first it is absolutely unfair 
that the Government should hold a surplus VIi th out paying interest, 
yet this has boon the CdGe for many years. 
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The teachers are asking that the Goverrment should 
change its fixed grant to a variable grant, varying in proportion 
to the contributions of the teachers and beginning at once with 
a contribution of 50 per cent of the teachers' stoppaGes. It is 
much more usual for the Government contribu.lcion to be on an equal 
basis uith that of the teachers, and that is the rule in the 
Province of Ontario. 

In Ontario, the teachers' stoppages last year amounted 
to ~723,185.70, and the contributions from the Province were also 
~723,185.70. The interest from the Province was $35,733.33, and 
interest from investments and deposits $697,694.09. It will thus 
be seen that the Govermaent grant is very large, namely, 
$723,185.70 as compared vlith the Government grant of ~49,000 in 
the Province of Q,uebec. It will also be noted that the annual 
interest is ~697,000, plus $.35,733.33 or a total of ~732,733.33, 
whereas Vle get no interest on the accumulated surplus in the 
Province of Q,uebec. 

In Ontario, the Province also grants the sum of ~:)4,000 
tovmrds administ 1'0. ti ve e~cpGnses. In the Province of Q,uebec no 
such grant is made. 

The Ontario Teachers' Fund. has a reserve of ~Jl4, 95~.1'9·o..m 
The Commissioners are not satisfied, as the auditors believe that 
in addition to this sum of nearly $15,000,000 there should be an 
additional sum of nearly ~5,000,000. In other word~, the 
Comraissioners calculate that even with a reserve of $15,000,000 
there is an actuarial deficit of ~4,673,000 for the year 1930. 

The teachers' stoppages in Ontario are at the rate of 
2i per cent, the same as in the Province of Quebec. The benefits 
are approximately tho sanc, but the Government contributions in 
Ontario arc madD on a basis of 100 per cent of the teachers' 
stoppagps. 

In the Province of Q,uebec, it is a matter of grave 
concern to penSioners, to individual teachors, to teachers' organ
izations, and to the Pension Commissioners Yvho are the administrat
ors of this Fund, that the deficits should be increaSing., and that 
the surplus is disappearing. Past obligations 0.1'0 being paid by: 
the pros.Q..yU; st_opna,s..cs of teachers who nill be future bcneficiarie~. 
This principle is not sound financially. 

By oomparison vlith Ontario, the Government grants in 
Quebec arc quite inadequate. In spite of reprLsentations to the 
Prime Minister no action vras taken last ~r~ar to remedy this si tuatian 
although the Pension Comrn.issioncrs knew that the deficit would be 
greater durinG the yuar. 
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The follovling methods have been adopted to remove 
certain abuse::;, frOlll the fund:-

1. The Protestant COlmuittee and the Roman Catholic Co~ittee 
of the Council of Education, at the request of the Pension 
COTIl!.1ission or of its nEmbers, have passed regulations 
requil'ir.g a strict TlGllical examination of all intending 
teachers before adi!1i s 8ion to normal schools . These regulations 
are inte:1dec. to r.educe the number of those 17ho apply for 
disability pensions after 20 years service. 

2 . The Pension Connission has improved the medical form exacted. 
from applicants for disability pensions, and has adopted the 
practic8 of requirin~ an additional !11odical certificate in 
doubtful cases. These have sometines been referred to spec 
iali st s, no~ina·c ed. by t1:.e Cornmis si on, or to special o1'fi cers 
in the Departrucnt of ~~giene . 

3 . Steps are being taken to have a regulation passed by the 
Pension C~mdssion and adopted by the Lieutenant - Governor-in
Council vihoreby substitute teachers, who only do occasional 
days of teaching as supply teachers will not be allowed to 
count a year of service until they have tausht a certain 
defini -Cc m.U:lber of da~~s to nake up the equivalent of a school 
year . Unless this action is taken thero ITill be a l arge 
nUIiiber of substitute teachers in Montreal, v.rho neTe former 
teachers , but a~e now married women , and havo been teaching a 
few days each yuar in the hope that in a few years they uill 
have taUGht sufficiently to qualify thoInsolves for a pension . 
The Pension Fund \vas n(wer intended to be abused in this 
famon, and steps \7i11 undoub·~edly bo taken to s"i.,op this Iiwnace 
to the fund . 

The Fund Vias established by tho GOVCI'lliTIent,. The con
tri butions of teachers arc obligator:.- . The stability of the Fund 
is somev;ha t imperi i led i :1 the near future . Incroased financial 
support is and I'!ill continue to be necessary . The teachers ' 
representativGs , both Protestant and ROl':l<J.n Catholic, maintain that 
the incroased support should come from Government grants . They 
a l so desire that certain inequalities in the bcmefits should be 
removod . 

'The Ponsion Comnissioners have alYTa~rs endeavoured to 
co-operate in every possiblo way with the Deputy Ministers in the 
Department of jGLucation . Speaking for the Protes~ members , I 
nay say that HC have al;',ays consulted , aDd have boon consu l ted by 
Dr . Parmelce du:cinB his term of officc, and Dr . Pcrcival s i nce his 
appointr.lCn t . 



The justice of the teachers' position seems to be 
established by the facts and statements l~lalle in this report. 
As it is a matter effecting pensioners and present teachers, 
it is also a matter of concern to the Protestant Comnittee of 
the Council of Eoucation. 

For that reason, this report is being presented to 
you in the hope that you vIi 11 become acquaint ed wi th the 
difficulties of the Fension Fund and give your benevolent support 
to the teacherst requests for financial stability of the Fund 
and the removal of inequalities. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SINCLAIR LAIRD. 

Nfacdonald ColleGo, 
Q,ue. , 

8. 

Pension Comraissionor. 
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J. L RALSTON. KC. 

J. D. KEARNEY, K C. 

J. E L. DUOUET. LLL. 

RAYMOND CARON, B C.L 

MITCHELL , RALSTON , KEARNEY & DUQUET 

BARRISTERS 8. SOLICITORS 

THE RO YAL BANK BUILDING 

HARBOUR 5291> 

MONTREAL 

July lOth, 1933. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University, 
MONTRBAL - QUE. 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

I beg to enclose herewith copy 

of a letter which I received from Dr. Per-

cival this morning, giving me particulars 

regarding undiplomaed teachers in our Pro

testant Schools in the Province. I thought 

I would forward this on to you, as it seems 

to be a marked improvement upon what it was 

a few years ago, when we had two hunired un

diplomaed teachers. 

P.O. BOX 1446 

CABLE ADDRESS 

LAM I 

I am enclosing also copy of a fur

ther letter which I received from Dr. Percival 

together with a list of School Leaving Exami

ners which I requested him to send me. I am 

forwarding this to you, so that you may look 



,.. - .. 
MITCHELL , RALSTON , KEARNEY & DUQUET 

TO Sir Ar~hur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
1'"0 L I 0 __ --"'-2 • 

over the list of Examiners , and possibly suggest 

some improvement thereon. 

I thought it would be well for you 

to look over the list when you were giving con

sideration to the matter of our conversation at 

the Mount Royal Club a few days ago. 

Yours Sincerely, 

WGM/KG. 

Encl. 



MITCHELL, RALSTON, KEARNEY AND DUQUET 

DI:PARTllE.:r ';F EIJ'J~ .TI01 
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Jontreal, ~~ebec. 

Dear .:1'. Utohell: ~ 

~ . In acoordanc lith my vel' 
enolo ing here7ith a list of 18 ~ I' 
di ~oma who t~ught, with the -ermi 

promise T am 
'I: ithou t 

• of thi 
Departm nt, duri. th i0 ~-j6. ~ II ntioned 

e taught to you trat t~er ~ere 19, b 
for a hort time only at the end 
s s ion. 

• 
idual 

• 
• 

• :: .. • . 
• • 

: • 0 • • • 
• 

• 

• 

()f th 
t u.cher training 
the policy that 
cour e ver.·T 

le idents 
expected ~ 

~ 
~ . 

. : . 
•• • 

• • • . ' = 
: 

• .... 

• : 

• 
• 

• • 
:' .. • 

• • • 

· " t • • iou ~ 

• 
even of th se indiv

ty, four in Bona
,he agdalen I Id.nd~J 
l~, Gatineau and ~or-

• 
: • •• 
• - • 

:: • • 
•• o. 

.11 -.. • • 
: e • · - ; 

• ~ • • 
• • •• • • 

• -:. • • 
• • 

of age i:l • 
-~ 

: u. • : :. 

~ 
. • ~ • • are fro 

ould .' ke it clear that teacher with extra.-
provincia. iT may teach with the permission of 
this repartlli .~nQing cons id ration of their ~pp:io tion 
for QU~b 0 di~:orr.as by th~ ~entra~ Bo~r~ of Examiner • 
This pru.ctice has obtained, t ur~o e, for fifty year • 
Durin~ the l~ t two y aI'S T have restricted their per
mission to one y aI', thus 0 tting dovn in many c~se upon 
the IJn tt of time that such teacher c . practi e in thi 
Province. 



MITCHELL, RALSTON, KEARNEY AND DUQUET 

::on. . G. 11 t'3he 11: -2- Ju 8, 193.3. 

I r~ve found that certain peci li t on the 
I land of ontr al do not hol di.l.",lomas, s_ver 1 of 
who~ h ve been t aching for ffi~.y year. In tr. pa t 
it ha been difficu ... t to obtain the iVice of rt, 
m~ io, w'I'itin and hysic.;.\.l trlining eci1.1j t. In 
c_ e of :~ce sit, hen T rmi sion li . e~n b ~ed b 
t~e ontreal ~o r s, to engage teacher lithout di 10-
ma iTho er tho"gtt to ' e ~u lif ied.re th ir * 0 i tion , 
~ rmission ha gen rally b L gr~t~~ __ 

Your 

"JE.. Cl TAL 

tant Education. 

Z-:3 



• M ITCH ELL, RALSTON, KEARNEY AND DUQUET 

eou TY 

~onave.ture 

11 

tt 

Dorch ter 

Gas e 
Gatineau 

Label 

Bro ad land 

Port Da.niel \ e t 

Shoolbred 

Sil+.arsville 

st. alachi 

Do las town 

CEntre rorth:f:ield 

Fobert on & Pope 

'a dalen I'ds Gros e I le 

11 11 

n Entry Tsll-nd 

Pontiao Campb~lll t.<s.y 

tI Aldfi Id 

11 Le lie 

" ~horne 

It tI 

11 

11 

TEAC:IE • 

G~orgina ~. Young 

Sybi1 Li ;Jon 

arren ~1~h rd on 

A lta Hende_ on 

:1e len •..• 

Stella Clurke 

Bell 

... :o.or P'"JPILS 
L:.80::00L 

4 

49 

7 

10 

5 

14 

4 

8 

9 

64 

29 

5 

Wallace 6 

21 

Currie- all 10 

trude Fraser 17 

16 

Pearl Corrit,an 11 

TO~AL 289 



OF 

PUBLIC IIJSr.::'RUC?IO::. 

Interim .eport of the Sub-committee, appointed 

in Novamber. 1<;'26, to consider the Loucation 

of hetarded and Mentally ~)efectivc Children of 

School Age. 

0--------------0 



At a meeting of the Protestant Oommittee held in lovember, 

1926, a Sub-oommittee compo ed of Dr. Gammell, Dr. Kneeland, 

Doan Laird, with Professor Deric as convener, as appointed to 

oonsider th Education of Retarded and entally Def ctiv Chil

d%en of Sohool Age. 

This Sub-co mittee has held t 0 meetings and has discussed 

information obtained from Dr. Silver, Seoretary-Superintend nt 

of the Protestant Schools of Montreal, and from Dr. itoh 11, 

Direotor, and Dr. Silv rman, Vice-Director of th ental Hygiene 

Committee o£ Montreal. It ha al 0 studied the reports of 

several Boards of Eduoation and speoial %oports of organizations, 

including the ational Council of Wo en of Canada and the ont

real Looa1 Counoil of _omen (who ere pioneers in the movement 

to obtain supervision a d training of the mentally defeotive); 

the Sooial S rvice Council of Canada; the Canadian Counoil on 

Child Welfare; and the National Oommittees for Mental Hygiene 

of the United States and Canada. Your committee is e~peoially 

indebted to Dr. Mitohell for placing at its disposal the report 

of the Royal Commis ion oonoerning entally Deficient Porsons 

in Nova 500tia as 1011 as unpublished reports of the Uental Hy

giene Committee of Montreal and its correspondenoe ~ith the 

County Counoil of London, Engl nd. 

It is generally oonceaed that in every oommunity there are 

mature persons who are mentally defeotive. Those whose intelli

genoe is no higher than that of a normal ohild two years of as 

are termed "idiots", those equal in intelligenoe to normal chil

dren from three to sevon years old are call d "imbeoiles", and 
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those whose mental ability corresponds to that of average normal 

children fr om seven to ten years of age are termed "moronsll. 

Idiots and imbeciles are great burdens and cause social difficul

ties of many sorts but they are seldom found in the schools. 

They are less of a menace in society than morons and those on the 

border line of normality. In every country where careful stUdies 

have been made it has been determined that mental defectives con

tribute out of all proportion to their numbers to such social 

problems as dependency, pauperism, delinquency, criminality. and 

prostitution, and the spread of disease. Approximately 25> of 

chronic offenders against the law are mentally deficient. But, 

if when young they had rece!yed education suited to their indi

vidual needs, they would in many cases have been capable of sup

porting themselves in decency under proper supervision. Experi

ence has shown that the only way to secure the necessary training 

is to place subnormal children in a class or school by themselves 

under a teacher of natural aptitude~who has had special prepara

tion for the work. 

Both normal and subnormal children make better progress 

apart. In the case of the for~er, teachers are not hampered by 

vain endeavours to bring defectives up to the standard of the 

class. On the other hand the subnormal, no longer humiliated 

and discouraged by a sense of unfitness, may in time become happy 

and useful citizens, able under supervision to perform many kinds 

of unskilled labour. The moral advantages are also great. Defec

tives are generally much older than other members of their classes 

and, because of a lack of the power of self-control, are often the 

source of serious evils. 



• 

- 3 -

For similar reasons, special classes for slow but normal 

children are advisable. In them, backWard pupils reach a higher 

level and sometimes are enabled in a few months to return to the 

ordinary classes and do creditable work. 

Many objections are offered to such classes by the unin

formed.. It is said that parents VJould oppose the change. But 

it has been found in practice that;when no stigma is attached to 

such classes and the selection is carefully and privately made, 

superior results reconcile normal parents to the situation. 

It has been said in Montreal, even recently, that defective 

children must live at maturity with normal people and can best 

learn to do so when young by associating with normal children. 

But as already stated, experience has proved that the subnormal 

need quite different training from the normal with especial em

phasis upon manual work. 

The most serious objection in the minds of most people is 

the possibility of additional expense. But to quote Mr. Sinclair, 

Inspector of Auxiliary Classes for Ontario, "All who are familiar 

with the situation agree that •••• the cost of maintaining one of 

the.se pupils in an ordinary class is usually at least twice as 

great as it would be in a special class ll
• In large schools in 

cities a special class can be provided and a rearrangement of the 

school made without the addition of another room and with the 

same number of teachers. Moreover, the cost to the community of 

irresponsible, untrained defectives is far greater than would be 

the support of special schools and classes. Family histories 

like those of the Jukes and the Hams are familiar. But one or 
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two Canadian examples may be mentioned. In 1918, a feeble

minded girl examined by the field worker of the Local Council 

of Women of Montreal, had been in the Sheltering Home, the 

Home of the Salvation Army~n several other institutions, 

Protestant, JeWish, and Roman Catholic. She had been before 

the Juvenile Court and had spent three short terms in jail. 

Besides she absorbed months of the time of social service 

workers without any improvement on her part. 

A Manitoba agency in 1924 had under its care four families 

containing cases of mental deficiency. Upon these families it 

spent approximately ~3000. in one year. Instances might be 

multiplied Which show the false economy of continuing to neglect 

either subnormal children or adults. 

But, while recognizing the need of a Government Institution 

for the permanent care of the certain types of feeble-minded per

sons, your CO~ittee believes that it is the immediate duty of 

the }rotestant Committee to consider the possibility of providing 

a school and auxiliary classes for the training of subnormal non

Catholic children of school age. Naturally, the first step is 

to ascertain how such children are dealt with elsewhere. 

London, England, has between 70 and EO special schools for 

the mentally defective, at which attendance can be made compul

sory. Only those are received who have been certifieQ as unfit 

for education in ordinary elementary schools. Special classes 

are provided for dull and backward pupils and there is a movement 

to organize them on a larger scale both in London and other parts 

of England. T~e Head Psychologist of the London County Council 

states that about It;~ of school children are mentally deficient 
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and that th dull and backward amount to about 10~. 

In 430 cities and other school districts in the United States 

in .1925, th re were 45719 children in special classes for the men

tally handicapped, with 2492 teachers. In addition there were in 

30 state Institutions and 217 private institutions 26774 feeble

minded children. In 'yoming alone, 78 out of every 10,000 pupils 

ar in special class s. 

In Canada, in 1925, all the Provinces except Quebec and Prince 

Ed ard Island were trying to deal with this problem. 

In Ontario, 21 cities have special auxiliary classes. Toronto 

has 54 olasses as well as two auxiliary sohools for adolescent eub

normale. The auxiliary classes are in charge of teachers ho have 

taken the Auxiliary Class Teaohers' Course and have been granted 

a special certificate. Only those ohildr n are admitted to th 

auxiliary olasoes who have a ental age of over six years and not 

more than eleven, that is, Who have a range of intelligence quo

tient bet een 50 and 75. The Provincial Government gives special 

grants towards eqUipment and teaohers' salaries. In Toronto a 

start has been made in seouring suitable employment for those who 

have oompleted the course in the auxiliary sohools. 

In Saskatohewan special olasses £or subnormal children are 

provided in Regina and Sas atoon. 

In Alberta, there are suoh ola ses in E onton and Calgary. 

The overnment pays 50% of the salaries of the teachers. 

There are 16 auxiliary class s in Vancouver. The Board of 

Education has a special department to deal with the subnormal 

school population and employs both a ~ull-time psychologist and 

a direotor of speoial classes. 
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In Winnipeg, 14 special classes for the mentally defective 

are in operation. 

In Nova Scotia, the only provision for feeble-minded children 

are auxiliary classes in Halifax. But a Royal Commission appointed 

in November 1926 has just issued an excellent report upon the men

tally deficient which includes the results of a suxvey made by Dr. 

Hincks, Director of the Canadian National Dommi ttee for l.iental Hy-

giene. ur. Mitchell, Director of the Mental Hygiene Committee of 

Montreal, and liiss Keys. A survey was made of 32 schools. 223 

or 3% of the pupils were found to be subnormal. The proportion 

varied according to locality, from zero to 10,; . Eighteen town and 

rural schools wer e studied in Annapolis County. Ther e, 3.19,0 were 

shown to be feeble-minded. In the poorer rural districts of this 

county, 9.41% were subnormal, the high rate veing a~counted for by 
. 

a few families. It is suggested that the excessive number of 

feeble-minded in this county is due to emigration of many of the 

best strains and the retention of the worst. Thirty-five institu

tions were also visited and in them were found 130 ~entally defi-

cient children who could benefit from specialized training not 

available in these institutions. 

The Commission recommends as a beginning of desirable reform:-

1. Travelling mental clinics under the direction of a Provincial 

psychiatrist. 

2. The establishment of auxiliary classes whereever fifteen or 

more subnormal children occur in a locality. 

3. The granting of scholarships to selected teachers in order 
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that they may obtain the training necessary to oonduot such 

classes. 

4. The establishment of a Training School of the farm colony 

type similar to that at 'Javerly, ~,lass., und that at Epsom, 

England. 

It must be noted that the cost of the survey was slight, 

owing to the National Uommi ttee of 1:ental Hygiene giving the 

Government of Nava Scotia the services of vr. Hincks and his 

associates. 

In all of these Provinces there is compulsory school atten-

dance. In Quebec the situation is different. No one knows how 

many defective children of school age are either in or out of 

school. In rural districts there is supposed to be an annual 

school census but in the large centres this is not the case. 

Probably the majority of the defective children do not attend 

school. Although it is generally stated that Quebec has a high 

rate of school attendance, statistics ShOVl that this is not a 

fact. The lleport of the superintenQent of Education of the 

Province of Quebec for the year 1925-26, in Table Ill, page xix, 

gives the number of children between five and fourteen years of 

age, according to the school census as 526,661, and the number 

between five and fourteen enrolled in schools as 467,301. But 

the number enrolled does not necessarily indicate the number in 

actual attendance for a reasonable number of days in a year. 

From the returns made by the protestant Inspectors, it appears 

that in Protestant Schools there are 5778 children in Grade I, 

but only 3224 in Grade IV. From the fourth year on, the numbers 
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in attendanoe deorease rapidly (,1th tho exoeption of the chool 

r ported by Inspector Par~er). van in his report far more chil

dren are in the first olass than in any other. In short, 44.2, 

fe er children ere founa in rade IV than in rane I of the Prot

estant Schools. Does this indioate a high rate of child mortality 

or of ental incapaoity among both children and parents? Does it 

not prove th need of 00 pulsory sohool attendance~ 

Th eport ~ the Protestant Board of School Commissioners 

of the uity of ontreal for the year 1920-26 also sho e that core 

pupils are found i~ Jrade 1 of the public sohools than in any other 

and that from the fifth year on there is a rapid decrease. Th 

numbers given ar :- Grade It 4273; Grade 11, 3572; Grade Ill, 3884; 

Grade IV, 4159; Grade V, 4129; Grade VI, 3537; Grade VII, 2646. 

From th se figures it ust be obvious that great changes are 

neede to bring Protestant education in the Provinoe of Quebeo up 

to the standard of more progressive countries. 

fe~ efforts have been made to ascert in the number of men

tally defioient ersons in the Provinoe of uebeo. The Looal 

Counoil of ,omen in 1895, 1905 and 1918 made inquiries ~nioh though 

limited in scope gave result hioh seemed to justify repeated ap

peals to the Provincial Government for a sohool and home of the 

farm oolony type and to the Protestant Board of ~ohool Commission

er for Bp cial 01 s es for th feeble-minded. 

In 1918, the National OOClc.ittee of ental Hygiene 1as founded 

and a local branoh wa £ormed in ontreal. In 1~19-20, aurv y 

as made by the latter of ~ school under the ~rotestant Board. 

The £indings fOllow: 
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smU,tA.ltY OF SURVEY OF ~ PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Schools. Aberdeen Alexandru Berthelet Belmont Duffer in Strathearn 

Enrolment 1600 927 487 210 857 1459 

Pupils 
examined 84 31 50' 24 49 49 

Schools. Vnctoria P. Albert Total 

Bnrolment 654 770 6964 

Pupils 
examined 49 29 365 

FlIrDIN G ::) 

Aberdeen ~Uexandra Berthelet Be1mont Duffer in Strathearn 

SupernolUIlal 1 3 2 1 2 0 

Normal 14 1 8 6 17 7 

Retarded 20 8 18 6 10 12 

Mentally 49 19 22 11 20 30 
Deficient 

Victoria P. Albert Total 

Supernormal 0 0 9 

Normal 16 6 75 

Retarded 17 4 95 1. 36/~ 

Mentally 16 19 186 2.67,0 
Deficient 
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A special class for subnormal and retarded children was 

then opened by the Board. It was, however, discontinued after 

a year, supposedly because of the expense. It has also been 

said that a ~ew of those pronounced to be feeble-minded later 

proved to be normal. Probably sufficient consideration was not 

given to the phYSical condition, temperament, and environment 

of each child submttted to the intelligence tests. "It is im

probable that such omissions wpuld occur now. A short time ago 

a circular letter was sent to the Principals of Protestant 

Schools asking them to report any cases of subnprmal mentality 

confidentially to the ,1ental Hyg iene Committee. About 100 cases 

were reported - the majority of which proved to be retarded and 

defective. 

Dr. Mitchell is now conducting a series of Six lecture; 

conferences on liThe Child's Adjustment". 

There is at present in the Province of Quebec one institu

tion for the feeble-minded, that at Baie St. Paul, with 381 in

mates. In his last report t Dr. Tremblay 1 the l.1edical Supervisor, 

states that because of overcrowding there is no room for classes 

which he feels to be essential. He adds that because of lack of 

resources private initiative is powerless to provide them. "May 

It he says. "be permitted to ask the Glbvernment to study, adopt 

and put into effect a plan already elaborated, •••• The present 

system cures nothing." 

Although this report is very incomplete, your Sub-committee 

believes that there are suffict~~ grounds for recommending:-
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Sir A~thur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Mont~eal, P. (.1. 

Dear Sir: 

ALLYN AND BACON 

BOSTON 

50, BEACON STREET 

Septembe~ 29, 1924. 

During the past year or so the~e has been a 
ce~tain amount of c~iticism d~ected against a textbook 
of ours, West's World Progress, which is the authorized 
textbook fo~ use in the Protestant high schools of 
~uebec. This criticism emanates chiefly, we understand, 
from the p~fesso~s of History at McG11l. 

Please let me assure you that I am not writing 
with any desire to see that critiCism stifled. ~ite 
obviously it is to a publisher's advantage to meet criti
cism provided it can be met without the sacrifice of 
ideals or of the author's fundamental views. The present 
critiCism, however, seems uncharitable and unreasonable. 

Having learned from Professor Waugh that the 
c~iticism was to be embodied in a Report, our Canadian 
representative, Mr. Yates, made ~easonable and courteous 
efforts to ascertain the details of this criticism and to 
defend the book. He also requested that he be given a 
chance to appear before the committee engaged in making 
the Report. Mr. Yates is a graduate of McGill and a 
Rhodes Scholar, and I know from his letters to me at the 
time that he felt very keenly the curt treatment accorded 
him by Professors Williams and Waugh. He got the im
pression that they were unwilling to listen to any defence 

J
Of the book, that there was probably some friction between 

rthe History Faculty and thd ~uebec Textbook Committee over 
the framing of the history course for high schools, and 
that our book was being made the target for the attack. 

"World Progress" was authorized in Ial.uebec for 
four years commencing with 1923. We were given to under
stand that it was the unanimous choice of the History 
section of the Textbook Committee some of whom were: 
Dr. Nicholson, Prof. Derick, Prof. Kneelands, Dean Laird 
and Messrs. Walsh, Murray and Chalk. The first criticism 
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of which we had cognizance was made by Dr. Fryer at a 
Teachers' Convention in Montreal; the book was defended 
at that time by a member of the Textbook Committee. We 
heard of this through a Montreal bookseller who gave us 
the impression that the curriculum was the real point 
at issue. Subsequent to this, The History Association 
of Montreal, of which Prof. Williams is President and 
Prof. Waugh Chairman of a committee on texts, has 
issued a report on the history situation in ~ebec. I 
am enclosing a copy of this report. 

In this Report, Part II(especially Sec.6b) 
represents a contrary point of view to that of the 
authorities responsible for the framing of the curricu
lum. Does it not seem to show that, while our book may 
not be liked, the curriculum is disliked more? If 
there is any substance to that surmise, we, of course, 
are keenly interested to the extent of not wishing our 
text to bear the brunt of the attack. If the curriculum 
is the point at issue, it should, of course, be taken up 
with the Department of Public Instruction. 

Paragraph 4, Part I, deals particularly with 
our text. Since the History Association of Montreal is 
sponsored by McGill professors, this constitutes a severe 
arraignment of our book elsewhere in Canada. At the same 
time it practically puts the imprimatur of McGill on two 

~
OkS published by a rival American publishing firm. 

h
e first mentioned of these texts has been displaced in 

ritish Columbia by "V/orld Progress" for reasons more 
valid than those set forth against west in this Report. 
The competing book has also been taken off the "preferred" 
list of texts for Upper School use in Ontario. I am 
wondering, therefore, if the committee subjected the 
alternative texts to the same rigorous examination that 
was directed against West. 

Because it is hardly in point here, I shall 
not adduce favorable evidence from other provinces in 
which "World Progress" is used as well as from others 
which are considerulg it for use. If you care to have 
me do so, I shall be happy to refer you to educators, 
not mel'ely in other provinces of Canada, but in ~ebec 
itself, who place a far different estimate upon the book 
than that contained in the report. 

I wish that it might be possible for Mr. Yates 
to have an interview with you in regard to this matter. 
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which, I feel sure, must interest you as a leader of 
education in the Province of ~uebec and as Principal 
of McGill University. 

Sincerely yours, 



ALLYN AND BACON 

BOSTON 

50, BEACON STREET 

October 11, 1924. 

Sir Arthur Currie 
McGill University 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I am very grateful to you for your good 
letter of October ninth in regard to West's World 
Progress. 

I was very much at fault in my former 
letter for giving the impression that I had the pre
sumption to represent that it would be proper for you 
to intervene in this matter. I see very clearly the 
force and justice of the reasons that you give for not 
taking a hand in the matter, and I am much pleased with 
the expression of views in your letter. 

I am going to ask Mr. Yates to call on 
you when he is next in Montreal . He is a fine fellow, 
a.nd I am sure you will enjoy meeting hire in a personal 
way . And I can promise for Mr. Yates that he will not 
try to discuss with you the sta.tus of our book. 

With many thanks for your letter and 
with best wishes, believe me 

Sincerely yours, 
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nlOll • 

I m1gbt lay tor 701U' 1 tol"m8tiOll t t I lave een 
alDd. bot t • ~ll shera ot the boOk to detend 1 t i 8Ot18 

lD4t.laure lns' the reJrlOrt of the H1sto!7 Gs~i .. tio, but 
I abft to14 them thn t I can 40 nothing. . I sure t t Jpu 
will real1 e th:: t 1.axrthw t dl t 1. a. w Hod O.l.'inion of 

. ".?elt·.· rlct: .Prog.rela," IOlH ate)1 ml 1t nave to be taken 
to reo alder t 4601aloa ot the ~t ook omrnitt e. , 



F.W-T. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

594 PJ.~E AVENUE W" •• 

MO~TREAL. 

Eighth 
October 
1 924 

May I venture to ask if you would have 
liThe Story of World progress 'I - of which a copy ac
companies this letter - analyzed or criticized to 
an extent that will enable you to for an opinion as 
to whether or not it is a proper book for use by the 
High School of Montreal • 

. 
Without going into details, I would draw 

your attention to the fact first that it is an Amer
ican puolication, that on page 623 the British Govern
Illent is held chiefly responsible for the Balkan crime 
of '78 and, in sequence, the World Jar of 1914. On 
page 632 you will find the part played oy Canada in 
the War confined to five lines in a footnote, as com
pared with ~ny pages devoted to the part therein played 
·oy the Uni ted States of AJnerica. 

I have no hesitation in expressing the opin
ion that it is little short of a scandal that the book 
in question shoUld De in use in any Canad1an SChool. 

No one, it seems to me, can deal Vf i th the 
matter ore effectually than yourself and I leave it in 
your hands with confidence, and with thanks in anticipa
tion, believe me, 

General Sir Arthur Currle, K. C.B., 
M~Gill Uni ersity, 

ontreal. 



. .. 

Pr1vate 

52, Rosemoun t Apar1men ts, 
1, Rosemount Avenue, 

Westmount, P. Q.. 

November 12th, 1924 

General Sir Arthur w. Currie, G.e.M.G., K.C.B., ~L.D. 
Principal and Vioe-Uhanoellor, 

14cGUl Universl ty, 
1.1 0 n t rea 1. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

S1nce reoeipt of your letter of ~ovember 5th L 

have been hoping for an opportunity to oall on you, but owing 

to my departure for Europe on ~'rldq, I shall have to await an 

opportunity on my return after Chrls1mas. 

Thanking you for your letter, 

Yours very truly, 



C.E.E.U shor, Esq., 
52, Rosemount Apartments, 
1, Rosomount Avenue, 
Wostrnount, P.Q; 

Dear r. Ussher:-

ovecber 5th, 1924. 

I have your letter of yesterday 
with refere~ce to ~est~s History. 

I'hold the s~rn opinion a you 
do and agree with hat the Gazette said. 1 may 
say t~at when the matter of ndoptlng th text
book came before the Protestant Co~ 1tteo of the 
Department ot Public Instruction I opposed it 
adoptIon. The History Departmont of oGill has 
oonsistently opposed it, but we were over-ruled. 
On dlfferent occasions the matter has be n 
referred to and I hope that some otlon may yet 
be taken which will give u an acoeptable text
book. 

I shall be very glad to see you 
any time you can make it convenient to come up. 

Yours faithfully. 

PrinCipal. 



,. 
.. -

Private 

52, RosEIDount Apartments, 
1, Rosemoun t Avenue, 

Wea1mount, P. Q. 

November 4th, 1924. 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., X.C.B •• LL.D. 
Principal • 

KeG!ll Universi~. 
M 0 n t rea 1. 

My aaar Sir Artlmr: 

On page 12 of Montreal Gazette, November 4th, you w11l 
see a reprint from the Toronto Globe headed "A Montreal Text-Book". to 
which 1, in my capacity as a private citizen, invite your attention. 

A number of years ago I was profoundly impressed by a 
painting entitled "~orgotten", b,y a celebrated Russian artist, the 
subject being the clothed corpse of a soldier lying on the ground, and 
had those responsible for the use of the text-book referred to in the 
Gazette article seen the picture, it would never have been possible 
for them to permit a book to be used for instructing the oncoming 
generations, which the Gazette characterizes as "glaring above all 
"else, the exclusion of Canada's part in the Great War. while nearly 
"twenty pages are devoted to the part pl~ed by the united States. 
"Canada's share in the conflict is given a footnote of five lines for 
,. the Canadian edi tion of the bOOk.", nor would the person whO signs 
himself "Another Teacher", whose letter appears in the Gazette of 
November 1st, endeavor to excuse the use of this book and condone the 
unpardonable offense of it being used in any part of Canada • 

.1 appeal to you in private and with confidence that 
you w111 not let this affair terminate with only newspaper ocxmnent. 

There is DIIlch 1 should llks to s~ to you on the sub
ject, but dare not writo. 

2~1' 
I E. E. USSHER 



but my only interview with the committee wo..::> some mon,ths L .. t~r uh~n 
~ 

the m~tter ~ pr~ctically decideu. 

Wi thout cornl1li ttine myself to 0.11 the cri ticisllW in the en-

closed letter, from what I h~ve ~ee& of West I do not think it is ~t 

all a sui t<lble book for school children, even if, ~s I do !!21..- think, 

the study of general history is useful ~t th~t st~ge. I should like, 

however,to say th~t the book condemns itself from the mere f~ct that 

it has been necessary to produce a special C~na i~n b~ition. A good 

history doeG not require to be revised for e~ch country in wnich it 

is read. 

I may C4dd th::<.t out HL:ltory Associ::.tion of Montre~l, which Cffi -

t~ins a large number of te~chers, has recently set u~ ~ committee to 

consider th':;t.t question of tne most sui t:;J.bl e hi.::;tory curriculum & text 

books for schools. The committee is snortly bringing out its report, 

&: I understand that West t s book is une(lui vocally condemned in it. 

I think it is unfortunate th~t on the committee ueciding on 

the history curriculum & text-books for schools, though therex :=.re 

McGill repre~entative&, there is no repreuentative of this dep~rtme~ , 
I return Miss Smith's lettt::r. 

Yours very truly, 

\ 

l I~~'{ tl[ ({L~7A J 

J. 



) 
McGILL UNIYERSITY 

FACULTY Ol"~\.RTS 

DEPARTMENT Ol!' IIISTOI<Y 

Dear Mr.Principal, 

MONTREAL. 

19th Md.rcn 1924. 

In general I may say th~t I ~gree with the conQemn~tion of 

West's book, recently adopted as a text-book in the Quebec ~chool~, 

as expressed in the enclosed letter. The other members of the Hi3-

tory d~par~men~as well as myseJf regre* th~t this book has been ~uqr 

ted. 

In October 19~2 Dr.NiCholson sent me West's book to see & 

asked me not only to give my opinion about it but also to make suggEt>-

tions s.bout the History curriculum in the schools My colle~g,ueG & 

I carefully considered the Whole lli~tt~r & in November ]922 I sent ~ 

letter emb~odying our views to the curriculum co~uittee. In thib 

letter we set forth whSlot in our opinion would be a sui table hi<::;tory 

curriculum. I need not trouble you with our u.et~ileJ. ~ropos~ls, as 

apparently no ::..ttention wa.3 paid to them, but in the course of them 

we said:-

n We do not think that the last two years or even the l~dt ye~r 
should be devoted to geners.l history. At this t~ge it is in4portant 
to begin studying some history in some detail & making a real exer
cise of the mind of it. A gener::..l nistory of the tYk-ie of P~rrot ' s 13 

too slight to give lauch tro.ining, while West·s & those like it c;O.re a 
dreary ~emmican from which it is difficult to get any det~ileu iuea~ 

I also suggested th::.1.t T should be h~ppy to meet the Comw.i ttE:e 

to give our views both on the curriculul~tJ on WeHt . t d 1. . t -IIJ ~ ~n ere?- er e -:d.l; 



) 
I '" 

Uarch 17th~ 1924. 

198 Olarlbel Smith, B.A., 
The Carleton School for Girls, 
152 Argyle Avenuo, 
Ottawa,Ont. 

Dear alss Smlth:-

Thank you very much for your 
letter of Uarch 13th re the text-book pre
scribed at llcGl11 for m triculation work in 
History. 

Let me frankly admit that I 
have never read the book and, therefore, am not 
no in a position to make any comment on the 
criticisms you offer. The charge that the book 
is prescribed by YcGill University holds good 
only because we accept as matriculation standard 
the School Leaving Examinations from the high 
schools in the Province ot ~uebec. The text
books used in prepa~atlon for thonG examinations 
are chosen by The Protestant Committee of The 
Depart ent of Public Instruction of this Province. 

I notice that you arc writing from 
the Carleton School for Girls of Ottawa,Ont. If 
your teacher of History objects to this text-book 
you will remembor that we admit to YcGill those who 
have passed the matriculation examination of other 
Oanadian universit1es. 

I may say in closing that uhen 
this ~ext-book was up for conSideration the History 
Department of this university retused ·to give their 
approval. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



THE CARLETON SCHOOL, 

152,ARGYLE AVENUE, 





1s B Olar1bel flmith t B.A. t 
The Oarl ton S·chool :tor Gir18, 

152 Argyle A ve •• 
ottawa,Ont • 

.Dear M1ss Sm1 th. 

'arch 25th 1924. 

Your letter of the 15th inst. 
rogardInp .sst's History has been givon. as it merits, 
ver,y careful attention. 

You will .. of cour • under tand that. 
this University is not in a position of beinR able to 
prescribe booka but is 91'9ly ntitlad to rapr sentation 
on the Comnittoa. 

I understand that the Historical 
Association of ~ontreal has recently set up a Committee 
to consider the question of a history curriculum for 
schools and that the report of this Conmittee ls likely 
to condemn eat 1 s R1at ory. J'lst rJhat effect this will 
~ve on the regu.lations I do not know but it will doubt
lOBS bo tnk n into consideration. 

Yours faIthfully, 

Princirnl. 



The narleton School for Girls 
152 Argyle Avenue 

Otta t arch 13th, 1924 

Uajor-Genera1 
Sir A. • Currie, G.C •• G. ,K.C.B. ,ItL.D 

cGill University 
ontreal, P. • 

Sir: 

iaB ads orth, the teacher of history, hnving dra n my 

attention to the ne text-book prescribed by cGill University 

for rna tricula ti on ork t -" forld Progress", by 711lis aaon lest t 

sometime Professor in the University of innesot: - I have taken 

time to look through it. Though not possessing the social prestiee 

and superior attainments thich justify a protes , or the honour 

of a personal acquaintnnce hich would xcuse encroachment upon 

your v,luable time, I ventur to bring to your notice several 

char cteristics of this history. 

(1) While I am a are that kings, queens and potentates are, 

in the present faslrion of writing, absolutely out-of-da te, it 

seems regrettable that heroes are among the exiles from polite 

hiatory. In this inetance lel1ington and Nelson are mere names, 

dismissed with a stroke of the pen. Our British troops of 

1914-18 and their comrades are treated ith no greater respect. 

Boys and girls of fifteen and sixteen have not a sufficient 

background of d tailed information to be able to fill in the 

gaps for themselves; for bread they will receive stones; heroes 

they must look for in th "movi aft. 

(2) On page 601 there is the atatement:-" odern Civiliza-

tion is based upon industrialism". For those hose fund of 

general information is limited, hose judgment is crude, and 

whose ideals are just being formed, this is decidedly misleading. 



nor is 'this an isolated case. pprently ith deliberate in-

tention, romance, reverence and religion h vc been ignored. 

The hole teaching of the book is materialistic. 

(3) The int~rnational relations of Great Britain are 

regarded as based for the greater part upon greed and selfiSh-

ness: 

Page 3~9: Heading - u'ars of Greed. 

449: Paragraph 3: "The rerw.ining •.••. spoils. 
n 4: Connects Great Britain with this 

'din rnceful scram for spoils". 
tI 608: i'Bri ta1n of cours • realms". . . . . . . 

609: "ioarg ly through • • • • • • " oney. 

615: Year ~fter ye~r • • • • . . . .evil of ar • 
11 656: 'IT} is di vis! on of plunder • • • civilization". . . 

668: IlChina got lea8 . . . " . . . . . . uch. 

(4) rne general trend o' teachine is republican; np attempt 

1s made to show th«t t e greatest safeguard of our Britim. democracy 

is our monarchy - th!.it e ha e a greater degree of "responsible 

government than the United States. 

Page 543: "The bond. . . . . . . . . . . . • Nations l • 

ompnr ith this the present text-book:The Ground ork of 

British History: by arner and Marten -

Page 613: ftbut the greatest influence • • • .of the ero " • 
(5) From the purely academic and pedagogical standpoint the 

book ia too much of a mere outline for boys and girls of fifteen to 

seventeen. It is true th t instructor and pupil are f ferred to 

other works for more d tailed information, but the average teacher 

ill agree that his pupils have no time, ith a multiplicity of 

studies and sports, to rend much beyond the authorized text. The 



worst po ibl equipment for either an i..dl vi 1 1 0 .... a member 
fJ,e 5t,,:6~d. 

of the commonwealth is a set of opinions ~~r him and 

unsupported by personal and detailed knowledge of facta. 

(6) The t xt-book is evidently designed pri arily for 

J~erican students, ith statements inserted here and there to 

justify the "Canadian edition~. 

(1) I have not referred to the statements in regard to 

the origi~ of the Church of England, which ould not in the 

least accord"\: ith the teachings 01 that body; for as its members 

do not look in school histories for accuracy of statements 

about such matter , thut point is negligible, 

(8) T e book eighs t 0 poun s, six ounces; contains 669 

pages, only 364 of hich are to be read, and costs 2.85. It 

is true that this one volume is substituted for t 0; but compare 

the detailed information of tl0se tw~, their sane, loyal and 

reverent tone, ith the dyspeptlc, sneering and cynical utter

ances of the ne text! 

(9) If you can find time to read the account of the Uar of 

1914-18, from your kno ledg of its events you 111, I am sure, 

hesitat to place it before Can dian tudents. 

(IO) Throughout Christianity is covertly mocked: 

Page 626: 11 One reason • • . . . . .. •••• conditioMs" 

'fhe good faith of Bri tain is impeached: 

Page 532: n "'t last. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
flSO, it s hoped • • • • • . . . . . .sensitive". 

.history". 

538: n oreover • . . . • • . . . . . . • •• closely". 

" 542: It Soon . • . . . . . . . . • . .general". 

onarchical government is treated as effete. Lo~lty to the 

Empire ls regarded as unsubstantial. 



Encouragement to approach you. is based upon the belief that 

you re~ard these matters rom the standpoint of firm loyalty to; rds 

Great Britain, reverence for self- aerifice. desire for high 

national ideal t and the sane judgment - untra elled by acade ie 

fetters - of one ho has lived in the orld of action a ell as 

of thought. 

B lieve me, Sir, 

You~~ fcithfully 



Ilouso of (~()nlln()nS V' 
. 901 ancouvar Block, 

(,HIHHln Vancouver, B.C. 
15th Vecember 1924. 

General ~ir Arthur Currie, G.C •• ::.G. , 

....:'rincipal, I\:cGill Cniversity. 

:Ol:TREAL, :>. Q. 

P y dear General:-

I enclose here~ith copy of letter nich 

I have received from Uv.cl: Eastma.n, ..?rofessor of Hi eto y 

in the Universi ty 0 f B. C •• which :'s self-explanatory. I 

ha.ve fOTl.varded to you copy of I orld ~ rogress" as sue-gested 

by him. 

I have read portions o~ it uith consider-

able int~rest, but am not in a position to give an 

opinio as to whether it 'will be useful as a Text Book. 

There are a few inaccuracies that I have noted but, 

these will be corrected as he sugfests, in the next 

If you have time, I am sure he would 

a)preciate it very much if you would 1 ok over the book 

yourself or have one of your staff look it over, and let 



House of' (;OIlllllOllS 

CHllncin 

-2-

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C. , r.G. , 

me knou lbat you think of it. 

"i th kind regards and best 'Wishes to yourself 

and Lady Currie for a very merry Chri st!r.as and a happy 1 ew 

Year, I are , 

Yours sincerely, 

JAC/I-:F . 



Copy. THE u:.:I i;JRS1~Y U ... "' B: ITI m J LtTI BrA 
(~epartment of History) 

Brigadier-General J.A. Clark. 
736 G anville S reet, 
V eOU-fER. 

Dear General C1ark:-

Vancouver, canada. 

Decem er 9, 1924. 

I am leaving a copy of t or1d .l;"rorre .... s" at your office. 

If you think tr~t Gene·ral Currie might have t1me to glance at the book 

as a who1 , but more particularly at my chapter on the arId ~r, 

I should be much obliged if you Vlou1d forward it to him vlith a lord 

from yourself. I ~ave corrected the date under the picture we were 

discussing, of Genera1- Currie and his staff at Hons. 

If you do senn it to him, and if you think best, you 

might mention in your note that you have heard that the original 

Ar..erican version of , est's t orld ....>rogress tt has been subject d lately 

to considerable adverse cri ticiam in uebec l'rovince, but that my 

reVision and extension of the book has been well reueive~ by the 

Press of B.C •• and approved in the Legislature by members who hither

to have assumed a critical attitude to History text-books in our 

schools. 

I havo put the stamps on ready for mailing in case you 

decide to ~end it. 

1 hope you v/ill feel perfectly free to refrain from 

doing ~o in cane you think it 70uld be an imposition on General Currie. 

~y only excuse for bothering either you or him is that this text-book 
advance 

rna.rl::s a very decided /llpon all other world hi nto ry yext-books used in 

any other Canadian ~ravince . Of course even tris edition contains 

a nlunber of slight faults of omission, and a fow of commission, but 
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I am r,oing to endeavour during the coming 'rinter to put the 1rhol 

into as nearly per~ect shape as possible. 

exy Sincerely yours, 

You ca.n, of coaxse. have a copy of If orld Jrog.'ess" for 

yourself if you think you ould have time to loo~ at it. 

p.P.u.- I have jus been info~med from Edmonton that Alberta 

has taken it on for xt S Dtember. 
E. 



, 

Brigadier-General J. A. Glark, 
901 'ancouver Bloak. 
VF.D.COUvor. B.O .. 

'iy doar Clark:-

January 9th, 1925. 

On my return to ,~ntreal 3fter the 
Christmas vucation I found ~!altine ne your lettc. of 
last DOC6r.lbor y .ith ~hich you enclosed a cOTlY of onc 
from ,'r. Hack Eaatman to yourself. 

It is truo that the nst~er of ~e6tts 
_His tor.' has enee n e red :,t. i te a con t;rovorG:' in iJ:on treal. 

I think Profossor ~astnant6 ch pter on the war frees the 
wor of one of the C joctions raised, but, on the othor 
he.nd, there are people rho 6&.;; that ha has written too 
mu-ch a 01 t the 'nr, b't.1.t hoy! anyone could ;,rite rvhat 
purports to be a. ,;orid's hi tory and make little allusion 
to the Great -ar passes my understanding. 

I daresay those in favo r of '~stts 
Hi tory exceed in number those oppofled to it. but there 

. aro ~~ny studonts of history ,ilio dOlbt tho advisability 
of· putting such a book in the currlculuL'l 01: lIieh School 
stldonts •. orsonnlly, I question the propriety and use
fulness Of 3,S..r:1ne 'any studen ts of our Public or Hieh 
uohools to use such a comprehensive "ork in the & tudy of 
history "hen they have so many other subjeots to read. 
You '111 gather I an not particularly keon on the book, 
altholgh I admit I have no~ carefully re~d it from cover 
to cover.. I thank Professor :;astmns very much for his 
courtesy in sendine me the book and I hono in the n ar 
future to ~e able to read it mo e cons~4~nti?UslY. 



Brleadier-General J •• Clark - 2 -

Some time durine the prosent 
sossion 1 hope you can come to ontreal and possibly 
s end a week-ond ith me. 

Cordially reoiprocating your 
eood \ ishos, I an. 

Yours faithfully, 



Houso of COIlllllOllS 
CHllHdn 901 Va:r:couver Block , 

Vanc ouver, ~1. c. , 
19tJ. ':-a:r...1925 

Ger~eral Oil' ATthur Cu:-rie , G.C .,_-.G. ;r.c., 

~:ucGill University , 

: :O:;-T!- ELL, 7 . • 

I.Iy d.eaT Gene ral: -

I~ny thanks, indeed, lor yours of tho 9th 

lnst . I hope I ':!Jay be able to ts.kn advantan;e of 

your very }:inJ invitation c..prl visit .l0U in ~rontreal 

during the present Je0sion . 

'i t kind est :cegal1 ds , I 8.'";l , 

Youn:: since' ely , 



February 28th, 1930. 

Submi tted at a meeting of t he ?~otcstant C:>I!ll'li tte8 of the 
Council of Education, February 28th: :930 r 

Your 8ub-Committee has much pleasure in reporting that 
the two classes established by the P.BeS<C ~nder the Special 
Classes Education Act at t~e re-opening of schools in September 
last have nade satisfactory progress. and that two ad~itiona: 
classes were opened under the same board on the firs~ of February~ 

Dr Sinclair inspected these classes on his way through 
Montreal last autumn, and expressed his satisfaction at the pro-
gress made. Each of the four teachers who received special 
training for the v/ork a t the Toronto Training Schoo~ last summer 
presented a detailed report of her experiences~ A copy of one 
of these reports is annexed herewlth for reference o 

The following outline of the activities of your Sub
Committee may be of interest at this stage of the development 
of the work. On 1927 a Sub-Commi ttee vms appointed) with Pro
fessor Carrie Derrick as convener, to study the question of Re-
tarded and Mentally Defective Children o This Snb-Committee 
presented a valuable report drafted by liiss Derrick, the convener, 
which was carefully considered by this ComHittee &n October, 1928

8 

As the convener was unable to be present thrcugh illn8ss, Dr 
lili tchell of McGill Uni vers i ty, Direc tor of the Liental Hygiene 
Commi ttee of 1,'lontreal, was invited to be present and to address 
the Committee on the subject of the reportc ~he report was 
adopted, with the exception of paragraph 3 concerning the survey, 
and it was resolved that a Commj.ssion be ap:9 o::"ntecL with Dr Rexford 
as Chairman, to carry into effect the recorunendatic~ of the Sub
Committes o 

After consultation with the Chairman, Dr Rexford ar
ranged for an interview with Dr Sinclair, Inspector of these 
special classes in OntariO, on November 14th~ and obtained 7aluable 
information concerning the organization and maintenance of these 
classes, about 150 of which were unde~ Dr Sinclair~s direction$ 
A valuable supply of literature was also secured concerning the 
work of these classes~ 

At the Deoember meeting of the Protestant Committee, 
the Sub-Gommittee was completed by the addition of the names 
of Miss Derrick, Andrew R~ McMaster) Esq~J Dr Par:nelee an~ the 
Chairman of the Committee o Later on ln December a meetlng of 
the Sub...c ommi ttee ViaS held, the '\"lork· done by the Chairman was 
reported, and further plans arranged o 

January lOth 1929" A second interview YSS arranged 
with Dr Sinclair in To~onto for further study of the aet~ilS of 
their special classes systemo At this time the sssentlal . . 
elements of our problem were outlifted, a~d th~ ~~cessn~y p~ovl~lons 
of an Enabling Act were considerec~ Tile prlvl~cGO Gi atvcndlng 
the S ecial S' ..... "TlIfler 'l':;,~aining School in Toronto was .38cured for our 
teacher.s. 

January 19th, 1929. A S~b-e;0r:rrnittee meeting was held, 
the results of the study under Dr Slnc1a~r.were roported, and an 
outline of a report to the Protestant COruTIlttee was prepared<, 
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February 22nd, 1929, A detailed ~eport under eight 
eads was presented to "the :-rote3tont Co,·mi~t~e., TLe report 

was adopted and th·3 Sub~.J]o;;r:1itt::;e V1U3 cor:.timlv1, witb instructions 
to interview the Goverffi2ent as to t~e best ~eti.Qdu of carrying 
out the report" 

DurinG Larch Lmd Ai)ril a Government Bill was introduced 
into tho Legislature and adopted, providinG for the organization 
and manaGement of the special classes= 

At the :i.'lay neet i11(, of the ::t-rot es tant C ommt ttee in 
Montreal the members of the achool boards on the Island of 
Montreal were invited to be present to :1ear an address :'rom 
Dr Sinclair on the subject of Rotarded Children. 

On the follouing day, Lay 18th, your Sub-Committee 
had an interview with the :::rotostant Doard. of School Comnis-
sioners of N0ntreal, Dr Sinclair being present~ On J1me 
5th the P.~.S.Cn ~eld a special moctine to consider the ques
tion of retarded children, ano_ decided to open trro S-)ecial 
CJasses in September folloVling() 

.Tune 13tL, An intervievl Y{as arranGed Yvi th Premier 
Taschereau, the situation explained to him, and a letter left 
wi th t~1e :2J:'e111ier setting forth the requirements of tl:ese classes

o 

.Tune 21st", A letter rms received from the rremier 
stating that the sum of ~(1500" had been :provided for these classes" 

In all these negotiations your Sub-C::olilrnittee has been 
mindful of the very valuable report presented by ~iGS Derrick 
and adopted by the Protestant Committee in October: 1928, as 
will appear from the folloHing extract from a letter addressed 
to Premier T -scllereau in J~ :'1e last;:-

It We are deeply grateful for the active support you have 
given to this movement in favor of bacblard children~ 
Wc have had the advantaGe in this movenent of the leader.~ 
ship of Professor Car:cie D8rrick of LcGill U i versi ty, one 
of our Ineubers, vvho has taken a prominent part in all 
Canadian movements in this connection, and whose compre
hensive and valuable report presented to the Protestant 
Committee last year aroused the COLUli ttee to a serious 
study of this \;"l101e question"," 

. T' e foregoing outline indicates that very creditable 
progress has been made in this inporto.nt l':lOvement during th0 
first year of practical vlOrk.. Th~ vlhole situation L.as been 
carefully investigated.. An Enabling Aot has been secured by 
the L~gislature. k ilnnual grant in aid has bee.I secured by 
the G~vernment. F(r ~r seIne tee. t Co.c ".ers hnve been tra ined for 
this nark, four Spec ial Classes fot' Retal'c.el~ Chi lcl:ren have 
been organized under the Special 1 ~t~ 

A good bee;innil1G has ')eo:;:l :nade, 1:nt much rEmains to 
be done. A series 01' rOC_lLltiv:rJ.s f::,OVOI'n~.n[, t:w uI'(:,'.:':"zatiol1 
and manaGement of these '-lU..3sG3 177.J.l ~'8qui:C'G to 1.,0 ~o:~;11,lnt')i'\., 
and arranGei.lGnts mnch; for ~h(; e:..;tnblisl':-aoll-'- 0'( S:V (; J..u._ Classes 
in other large centres in the rr~vincn. 

(3iBnl~) ~lso~ :. n~xfora 



PROPOSED OUTLI NE IN PHYSIOGRAPHY FOR GRADES X AND X I 

IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC 

1. Rocks:-
(a) The common rock-forming minerals (quartz, the feldspar, calcite, the 

micas, hornblende, magnetite). 
(b) Clas ification of rocks: (sedimentary, igneous. metamorphic). 
(c) The ability to recognize and cIa sify simple ' pecimens. 

2. Weathering and Erosion:-
(a) Agents of Weathering: (atmospheric gafle and temperature. water, 

organisms) . 
(b) Hate and Results of Weathering. 
(c) Agents of Erosion: (wind, l'IVerfl, oceans, lake ' and glaciers, gravity, 

ice); their effect. . 
3. Rivers and River Valleys:

(a) Terminology. 
(b) Sources. 
(c) River erosion (corrosion, corrasion, solution). 
(d) Young .'treams (initial drainage on plains, plateaus or mountainfl; 

lakes, gorges, tributaries, waterfalls, nature of sediment carried). 
(e) Mature streams (valleys; development of tributaries, flood plains, ter

race, deltas and alluvial fan ). 
(f) Old Streams (peneplains, base level, nature of divides and of tributaries). 
(g) Unusual conditions (potholes, beaver-meadow, piracy, rejuvenation 

of rivers). 
4. Lakes, Swamps and Underground Water:

(a) Origin of lakes. 
(b) Salt lake -their caUfles. 
(c) Cause for removal of lakes. 
(d) Origin of swamps. 
(e) Ground water, springs, undergronud streams, ink holes, natural bridge', 

stalact ites, stalagmitefl . 
(f) Artesian Wells. 

5. Plains and Plateaus:-
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

General charcteri tics of plains. 
Origin of plains. 
Climate, drainage and erosion of plains. 
General characteristic of plateaus. 

(5) Origin of plateaus. 
(G) Climate, dra inage and erosion of plateaus. 

6. Mountains:-
(a) Mt. terminology. 
(b) Distribution of mountains. 
(c) Origin of mountain. 
(d) General characteri tics of and different types of mountains. 
(e) Climate, drainage and erosion of mountains. 
(f) Life hi tory of Mountains. 
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7. The Oceans:-
(a) Oceanography (definit' on, methods). 
(b) The ocean hasins: (their general condi tion, deeps, ocean-hottom topo-

graphy, deposits and life on the ocean bottom). 
(c) Sea-water (temperature, density, composition, colour and light). 
(d) Waves (general characteristics and cau. es). 
(e) Tides (their nature, cause, influence on different coats, sprmg and 

neap tides, tidal hores and races, general effects). 
(f) Ocean current (cause, effect, currents of the different oceans with 

special reference to N. Atlantic.) 
8. Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Geysers, Hot Springs:-

(a) Typical volcanoes (Yesuvius-Mt. Pelre-Etna-Hawaii-Krakatoa-
Sbasta -Mr. Hoyal). 

(h) Type's of erupt ions. 
(c) l\Iaterials ('J'upted-lava floods. 
(d) Origin of YolcanoC'H and life history. 
(C') Sp('eial terllls (raIders-volcanic rock-dikes-bo se -sills-Iaccoliths

hatholiths.) 
(f) Earthquakes (causrs-eharactcristics-recording and locating- effects.) 
(g) Hot springs and geYf'ers. 

9. Glaciers and Ice:-
(a) Action of ice in lakes and rivers. 
(b) f:lnow-fields and thr snow linC'-causC' of glacirrs. 
(c) Type's of glaciers (alpine-continental icC'-shrets). 
(d) Work of glaciers (morainC's, Atrial', till, eskcr., erratics, 1'oches 1l10U

tonn(eH, hanging vallrYH, cirqlH's. 
(e) The glacial }lC'riod and rC'sults in N. America. 
(f) Ice-dammed lahs, Lakes Agassiz &; Ojibway. 

10. Shore Lines and Coral Formations:
(a) ShorelinC's of strong r('lief. 
(h) Rhor(']int's of wt'u,k re:i('f. 
(c) Ilistory of both typrs. 
(d) Bars and Beaches. 
(c) Coral organisms and their work. 
(f) Coral islands and thC'ories of tht'ir struct m('. 

11. Atmosphere: 
Ca) Compos tion. 
(h) PreAsure CtJ.e harometer, isohars, harometric gradient.) 
(c) T('mp('ratur(' (therlllometN, iAotherms, source. of heat, rang(' of trmper

at me, Aeasonal variations, i 11ft \len cc' of In,n d and wat ('J'). 
(d) IIumid ity (SOU1'c<', ahsolutC' and )'C'lativC', influenc(' of t('mp('rature, dew 

and froAt., fog, cloudH. millH SIlOW, ha.il , g(,llC'ral distribution of rainfall). 
(r) Light. (its na.tme , 111(' sj:ectrulll, tlw rainbow, colours of the sky, sunset 

eolours, mirage , halos, t.wilight). 
(f) Winds (t lwir sewral caUA(,A, land and F;rtt 1))'cez('s. mountain and valley 

1 ))'(,(' Z('s) . 

(/2;) The wind systellls of ilH' (,ttrth( w('st('rli('s, t md('s, monAoonH, F('rDC'I's 
Law, hors(' latitlldt's, doldnlllls). 
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12. Weather and Climate:-
(a) Cyclones (movement, air pressure, weather of, temperature and tropical, 

movement in N. America, thcorie of Irigin). 
(b) Anticyclones (general conditions and weather in). 
(c) Thunderstorms, tornadoe , hurricanes, (their causes, weather, area of 

development). 
(d) Climate (different type uch as oceanic and continental, monsoon clim

ate, the equatorial belt, trade wind belt, Mediterranean climate, the avanna 
belts, the temperate and frigid zone .) 
13. The Earth as a Planet:-

(a) The earth'R . hape (proof ). 
(b) Rotation-cffects. 
(c) Hevolution-effects. 
(d) The earth's interior (present and past theories). 
(e) The states of matter on the earth. 
(f) Age of the earth (proof). 
(g) Plan of the earth and theories of the origin and arrangement of the 

continents and ocean ba ins. 
( g) Ecli pse . 

14. The Solar System and the Universe. 
(a) Distinction between solar system and univer e-members of solar sy tem 

(planets, satellite, asteroid, meteors, meteorite, comets). 
(b) The Run (distance, size, heat, photo phere, chromosphere, corona, 

spots and their probable infiuence upon cyclones). 
(c) Btars: (their nature, magnitude, and numher, constellations, distance 

from earth). 
(d) The names of a f('w of the con tellations to be seen in our latitude. 

15. Physiography of Canada- especially of Quebec:-
(a) The Region of Canada (Canadian Shield, St. Lawrence Lowland, Great 

Plain, Appalachian and Cordillera)-A general knowledge of their tructure and 
topography. 

(b) The At. Lawrence (as given in section No. 317 of Tarr and Von Engeln) 
-also Sutherland "Province of Quebec-Social and Geographical Studies." 

(c) Province of Quebec:-
(1) The St. Lawrence Plain I As given in Mr. Sutherland's book 
(2) The Appalachian Region .. ~ "Province of Quehec-Social and Ceo
(:3) The Laurentian Region. ) graphical f3tudies." 

16. (a) Text Book for Pupils' Outline onl)': 
Ontario High School Physiography. 

(b) Teachers must have TaIT and Von Engeln' New Phy ical Geography" 
also Sutherland' Province of ~ue')ec-Social a ld Geographical Studies." 

(c) Other useful books are:-
"Physical Geography", Lake, (Cambridgc, 102;'j). 
"Advanced Physiography", Thornton-Longman's. 



BEAVER HALL BUILD ING 

MONTREAL 

December 6th.1930. 

Sir Arthur .Currie. Esq •• G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal & Vice Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

I have just received your letter 
ot December 3rd. which apparently was addressed to 
my brother in error. 

I thoroughly concur in your views with 
respect to the work ot the Board ot Trade and Cana
dian Manutacturers Association Textbook Committee 
and appreciate that neither Protessor Stanley nor 
any other member ot the University staft can very 
well publicly associate himself with that Committee. 

It was my understanding that Protessor 
Stanley would simply give the Committee the bene
tit ot his advice unotticially and that his name 
should not appear publicly in any way in the mat
ter in order to avoid any possibility ot embarrass
ment to him or the University. I am not only 
speaking to Mr.George Henderson personally on the 
subject. but am sending him a copy of your letter. 

I do not want you to think the Textbook 
Committee has set itselt up to judge the textbooks 
from a technical or academic standpoint as it cer
tainly does not consider itselt competent in that 
respect. My understanding ot its tunctions is that 
it is to review the books trom the standpoint of the 
subject matter dealing with Canada and the Empire 
although when faulty construction and printing are 
tound in books these features are drawn to the at
tention of the authorities. 

As you probably know. the appointment of 
the Committee was the result of some very ~eyere 
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criticism brought out at the Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce meeting at Edmonton in 1929 regarding the 
lack of British and Canadian subject matter in some 
of the books and obvious American propaganda con
tained in others printed in the United states. 

Yours truly, 

~~,~ 



Priva te..:. 

C. F. Si8e. E q., 
130 ~cGregor street~ 

ontre 1. P. • 

De r r. 51 , 

D oember third, 
1 930 • 

"hen I poke to you sorn time aeo of soeking Professor 
st nley' advice bout text-book, I did not realise thnt yo 
mIght ish him publicly to align himself ith the Board of 
Tr de - C •• Aa Text-book Co itteo. I thlru you can under
stand tha. t he could hardly do th t. For one thing, the 
Univorsity is t pr ant b in alp d by the Frot stant Com
mittee. of ~hich I am a ember, to coUp r te ulth them in 
such m tt r curriculum nd t xt-books. S tanley some 
time 8 3 0 a ked to it in ith ub-oommlttee of this 
body. 

To you, prlvat ly, 1 may say that I oordially .eloome 
suc~ 1d nc ~ of public interest in eduo tion a the existenoe 
ot your oommltt f:tords Ex cutives an oommittoes may be 
tho be t in t~o orld, but they till noed a 011d body of 
publio opinion bohind thorn. Ro oluttons and sueg stions from 

n of your po ition c n be v r.y helpful. But school text
books arc a h1ehly teohnio 1 aubJ 0 t. 1 am 00 nfi den t thn t 
lcGill Unlvor ity oontain the b at export opinion on such 
mattor, nd ould liko to oe it u ed where it onn be help-
tul. It \ .ith thi thou.ght th t I mentionod Stanley to 
you. 

H tell me th t r. Goorge lIendorson h s consulted him 
nd promis d to s nd him text-books for . amln ~ tlon, though they 

have not yet raached him. Stan1ey 111 be gla~ to give h s 
oandid op1nion on the text-books, but, as you u1ll rea11se 
fro th foregOing, it ould bo embarrassing the Unlyersity 
to ok hi to ub crlbe publioly to your findings. 

E er yours f Ithfully, 



FACULTY OF ART. 

OFFICE 0,.. THE DEAN 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

May 21, 1930. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

My dear Principal, 

I am returning herewith Dr. Par.melee's letter to you, dated 
!.vi" IJ 

the 15th instant, and now to make the following statement. 
1'-

The McGill Matriculation Board eliminated Physiography or 

Physical Geography from the subjects recognized for matriculation two or three 

years ago, and I do not think that there is any propability that this subject 

will be placed on the list again at any early future date. Under our new organ-

ization in the Faculty any proposal of this kind would come before the Committee 

on Admissions and Matriculation Standards and I do not think that this Comr:J.i ttee 

is likely to reverse the decision of the Matriculation Board. Two things at 

least must always be kept in mind in making up a list of recognized subjects for 

matriculation purposes: First, the thoroughness with which these subjects are 

taught in the schools, and secondly, the facilities offered in the University for 

continuing studies in these subjects. PhYSical Geography or Physiography is not 

taught in the University at present and judging from my past experience I should 

say that the work done in this subject in the schools is not the equivalent of 

the work required in Physics and Chemistry. I have no doubt about the value of 

the subject if thoroughly taught in the schools and I should like to see instruc-

tion given in Geography in the University. But, until these two conditions are 

fulfilled I should not feel disposed personally to recommend that this subject 



Sir Arthur Currie, 2. 

be recognized at present. 

Yours very truly, 

Encl. Dean 
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OFFICE OF 
J.C. SUTHERLAND 

Dear rofessor:-

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

QUEBEC 

.Tune 10 , 1930 

-

..clt the Prote .. tant Committee meet':'ng last month the 
enclosed Syalabus was held over as Sir Arthur Currie stated that the 
subject of Physical Geography could not be accepted by 1 cGill for 
matr "c . I often wonder why. Physical Geograph is an optional sub
ject for tIe ~niversity of London Intermediate ~xamination (end of 
Second or flhird Year) and "Cheir examinations are far from 'teasy' • 

Years a2;o Professor Cox used to say , "send me boys who 
have had no introduction to Phys cs ; I pref~r to give them the stu_rt 
in it." ..cnd certainly what the rural hiJh schools can do either 
in Lhysics or Che~istry is very sll t . But they can be made to do 
good ork in Physical Geography , and tlat is why the ITestmount teach
ers fire up that Syllabus . 

I did not know of it until it was sent here , and it 
was t en only that I learnt th~t my book was to be a supplementary. 
It is out of print , but Nelson & Sons are ready to print a new ed
it on. 

Now hat I \'7i sh to say to you is thi s: If the l,..a, tric • 
Board is to consider Physical ~eography if it is made stronger , I 
could strengthen my book by cutting out the "social fl chapters and 
by giving much more of the phys ".cul geography and geology of the 
Province , and connecting it with Canada as a whole . 

Dr . Collins of the Geoloeical Survey (Director) has sent 
me some fine prints of fossils for reproduction and is villing to 
send prints of anything else I may need. So too for e~i s of the 
lwJ:ines Department here. 

I rum at last promoted Assistant English Secretary , 
which means Assistant Director of Protestant Bducation , ssistunt 
Deputy I.1inister and enavles me to sign official letters in that 
capacity. Dr . Percival , our ne head , is a fine man. 

I sat next to lamilton ~yfe at the dinner here to the 
Headmasters , had much talk with him and li '-ed him very much . I see he 
is no Principal of ueen ' s . 

Yours trul y 
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Dear Professor:-

DEPART?:.rENT OF EDUCATION 
QUEBEC 

June 10, 1930. 

At the Protestant Committee meeting last month 
the enclosed syllabus was held over, as Sir Arthur Currie stated 
that the subjeot of Physical Geography oould not be aooepted by 
MoGill for matric. I often wonder why. Physioal Geography 
is an optional subject for the Unlversit~ of London Intermediat. 
Examination (end of Seoond or Third Year) and their examinations 
are far from "easy". 

Years ago Professor Cox used to say, "send me 
boys who have had no introduotion to Physios; I prefer to give 
them the start in It." And oertain1y what the rural high sohools 
oan do either in Physios or Chemistry is very slight. But they 
oan be made to do good work in Phys ioal Geography, and that ia 
why the Westmount teachers drew up that Syllabus. 

I did not know of it until it was sent here, 
and it was then only that I learnt that my book was to be a supple-
mentary. It is out of print, but Nelson & Sons are ready to 
print a new edition. 

Now what I wish to say to you is this: If the 
Matric. Board is to oonsider Physical Geography if it is made 
stronger, I could strengthen my book by cutting out the "social" 
chapters and giving much more of the physical geography and geology 
of the Province, and connecting it with Canada as a whole. 

Dr. Co1lins of the Geologioal Survey (Direotor) 
has sent me some fine prints of fossils for reproduction and is 
willing to send prints of anything else I may need. So too for 
Denis of the Mines Department here. 

• • • • • • • • 
Yours truly, 

J.C.Sutherland 



Pro! ssor 0arleton • 5t nley, 
D part. ont of Classic • 

Juno 11 th, 19.)0. 

Th nk you for 1 ttinc 0 0 Sutherland' 
hicli I h vo t le n tho liberty of 1'l i nd 1 t t r t copy 0 f 

rot In1ne. 

It is true th t ~t the la t neetlnc of the 
Prote tant Comnitt I tated that th subject of Phy icnl 
G ocr phy could not t ~r s nt be accepted by ~Gill for 
atrieul tion. ty r o,aon re throe, and aD folIo :-

a) cGill 0 s not r eard Physical G oeraphy a thQ 
quiv l~nt of the Physlc and Ch nistry, such a 

it i • 

b) The ubject ie not one for study in tho Un versity. 

c) I cannot believo that it ould b taueht ny bottor 
in tho lUg School than re Physics nd Chemi try van undor 
present oonditione. In f et, 1 cannot eo ho, it could bo 
taught so 011. Tho 0 ho aro training for te chors in th 
nleh chool ould not t 10 the nub ect during thoir Univ r ity 
car or nd th r foro could not be expeot d to h ve nuch mora 
kno 1 dge of tho ubjoot t an ~ their hen th y 
r.I tricul ted. bolieve, and ue try h rd to t'lJ).lm othor 
ballev , that tho first requisite of a UCCOGsful teacher is 
to kno hi ubj ec t. l: teach r canno t teach . subj oc t hich 
h 0 s not knou, and tho le he kno G bout it the 10 sable 
is h to teach it. H should h vo 0. f r ere tor kno 1 dge 
th n his atudent~. A far B hysical Geoer phy Is con-
corned, I do not 00 th t he ould have ny noro kno la e 
th n thoy. 

It i my 'opinion th t if e ccepted Physic 1 
G ogr phy our stand rds or dmission ould bo von 10\ or th n 
th y aro no , and that, you .111 acroe uith et uould bo tap 
in tho rong diractio 0 



• 
2. 

I hould be Cl d to havo yotr opinion on ~ 
rea¥ona set forth bov. 

vor yours f 1thfully. 

Pr1nolp 1. 
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FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF CLASSICS 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

June 13th, 1930. 

I am afraid I did trouble you after all about Suth
erlandts letter. (Sutherland, by the way, would not think of trying 
to get his way by intrigue or anything of that kind. He is the only 
honest man I know in the Quebec Parliament Buildings and genuinely in-
terested in ~ schools) , 

You ask my opinion. Es I said before, I think all 
matriculants should know this geography, and at least physics, of physics 
and chemistrY,as well. Now, all I meant to olaim for Sutherlandts 
point is that he is quite right in saying that physics and chemistry are 
badly taught in most of the schools ;-even in the Montreal High the 
phYSics that is taught is negligible in amount; and there is a large 
room there, filled with equipment, which was once used in teaching Light, 
Sound and ElectriCity, but whioh is used no longer. And in Professor 
Evans' text-book on Chemistry you will find in the Preface that the 
book is designed to obviate the use of a laborato (or words to that 
effeot - itts some yeara: s nce 00 ea. utherland, who has 
been well trained in Soienoe, knows what a soandalous state of affairs 
this is: whereas I am afraid, though I hope I am wr Ing, that some of us 
in McGill are oomplacent and are being taken in by the mere words 
physios and chemistry.' · 

As against all this I quite agree with you that geo
graphy is not an easy subject to teach. On the physical side for ex
ample it really presupposes such diffioult subjects as astronomy and 
geology - subjects in which Sutherland is steeped/and in which he is 
perhaps unable to fathom the ignorance of the teachers. 

In gen ral,Canada is about a generation out of date in 
the matter of geography, and perhaps the only school in the country 

where it is really attempted ia The Study, ~~ntreal, where it 1s 
taught by Mrs. Adair. 

Yours faithfully, 

CS/RA 
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Jun 1 th, 19JO • 
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Proi' S 0 r C rIe ton .., tanl ay, 
D p rt ont o~ la le. 

h nk you for 1 ttln~ me 0 
Suthorl nd's lottor, oap of hieh I h ve t on th 
liborty o~ makinc and r t inine. 

. et InQ 

ubj ot 
00 pt 
,ero t 

b) 

It lu tru th t t tho 1 t 
of the Prote tnnt Committo I tat d th t th 
of Phy 10 1 G 0 r phy caul not t re nt b 

y cGl11 fo~ trlcul tion. 
nd as 1-0110 8:-

~Gill doos not rag 
the quiv 1 nt of th Phy le 

Cheni try, imp rfootly t ueht 

y 

e rOe 

~he ~ bjoct i not contlnu 
th Un i v r 1 ty • 

tor tudy in 

c) I c nnot bolieve th t it ould 
flY b ttor i th llie;h chools th n r 

Physl0 nd,h i try oven und r pros nt 
ondition. In f ct, I c nnot eo ho it 

could be t eht as uell. 
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th lr h n 
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requinite of a uace sful te cher le to kno hin s~b-
je t. to aher c nnot te ah a bjeat ~ich he doe 
not kno\"l, n.ncl the 1 u he ~no bo t it the less ablo 1 
he to to ch it. He ahould ha.vo far ere tor nd more 
disariminatlne knouledgo than hi otudontoo As far ae 
Phyaicnl GooBraphy i conao nod, I do not ee th~t he 
ould' vo muah moro kno 1 dcre than they. 

It Is ny opinion that if e 
oc pted hysical Goocraphy our ntandarda for dnlsnion 
oul be e on 10 er t an tho.. r no, and th t. you , 
111 gree ith 0, oul be a atop in the rong direo-

tion. 

opinion on ~y r asons 
I should b e1 d to hnve your 

t forth bove. 

r your f ithfu ly, 

Prina ipal. 



PROPOSED OUTLINE IN PHYSIOGRAPHY FOR GRADES X AND X I 

IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC 

1. Rocks:-
(a) The common rock-forming mineral (quartz, the feldspar, calcite, the 

mica, hornblende, magnetite). 
(b) CIa ification of rocks: (sedimentary, igneous. metamorphic). 
(c) The ability to recognize and clas ify simple pecimens. 

2. Weathering and Erosion:-
(a) Agents of Weathering: (atmo pheric gases and temperature, water, 

organi sms). 
(b) Rate and Hesults of Weathering. 
(c) Agents of Erosion: (wind, rivers, ocean, lake and glaciers, gravity, 

ice); their effects. 
3. Rivers and River Valleys:

(a) Terminology. 
(b) Sources. 
(c) River erosion (corro ion, corrasion, Rolution) . 
(d) Young streams (initial drainage On plains, plateaus or mountains; 

lakes, gorges, tributaries, waterfalls. nature of ediment carried). 
(e) Mature streams (valleys; development of tributarie , flood plain., ter

races, deltas and alluvial fans). 
(f) Old treams (peneplains, ba e level, nature of divides and of t ributaries). 
(g) Unusual conditions (potholes, beaver-meadow, piracy, rejuvenation 

of river ) . 
4. Lakes, Swamps and Underground Water:

(a) Origin of lak('s. 
(b) Salt lakes- their cause. 
(c) Causes for removal of lakes. 
(d) Origin of wamps. 
(e) Ground water, springs, undergronud treams, sink holes, natural bridges, 

stalactites, stalagmites. 
(f) Artesian Wells. 

5. Plains and Plateaus:-
(1) General charcteristics of plains. 
(2) Origin of plain . 
(3) Climate, drainage and erosion of plains. 
(4) General characteri tics of plateaus. 
(5) Origin of plateaus. 
(6) Climate, drainage and ero'ion of plateaus. 

6. Mountains:-
(a) Mt . terminology. 
(b) Distribution of mountains. 
(c) Origin of mountain. 
(d) General characteristic of and different types of mountains. 
(e) Climate, drainage and erosion of mountains. 
(f) Life history of Mountains. 
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7. The Oceans:-
(a) Oceanography (definifon, methods). 
(b) Thr ocean hasins: (their general condition, deeps, ocean-bottom topo-

graphy, deposits and life on the ocean bottom). 
(c) Sea-water (trmperature, density, composition, colour and light). 
(d) Waves (grneral characteristics and causes). 
(e) Tides (their nature, cause, influence on different coats, spring and 

neap tide, tidal bores and races, general effects). 
(f) Ocean currents (cause, effects, current of the different oceans with 

special reference to N. Atlantic.) 
8. Volcanoes, Earthquakes, Geysers, Hot Springs:-

(a) Typical volcanoes (Vesuvius-Mt. Prlcc-Etna-Hawaii-Krakatoa-
Rhasta-Mr. Hoyal). 

(b) Types of eruptions. 
(c) Materials erupted-lava flood,. 
(d) Origin of Volcanoes and life history. 
(c) Special terllls (raIders-volcanic rock-dikes-hosses- ills-Iaccoliths

hathoiithii ,) 

(r) Earthqunkes (causrs-charactrristics recording and locating- effects.) 
(g) Hot springs and grySE'rs. 

9. Glaciers and Ice:-
(a) Action of icr in lake's and rivers. 
(b) Snow-firlds and the snow line-cau, e of glacirl's. 
(c) Types of glaciers (alpine-continrntai-ice-f'heets). 
(d) Work of glaciers (moraine, striae, till, eskerii, erratics, rochrs mou

tonn(es, hanging valleys, cirqucs. 
(c) The glacial period and results in N. America. 
(f) Ice-dammed lakrs, Lakes Agas, iz &: Ojihway. 

10. Shore Lines and Coral Formations:
(a) ShorelillPs of strong relief. 
(b) Shorelines of weak rE':irf. 
( c) History of bot h typrs. 
(d) Bars and Beaches. 
(p) Coral organisms and thpir work. 
(f) ('oral iHlandH and t hf'orirs of thrir structurr. 

11. Atmosphere: 
(a) Compos tion. 
(b) Pr('sHl!rC' (t! e barolllrtrr, i.obars, barolllrtric gradiC'nt.) 
(e) Trlllp('mtUJ'r (th('rmomC'ter, isothrrms, sourcrs of hrat, range of tE'mppr

at l1r(', seaHonal variatiol1H, influencr of land and watN). 
(d) fIllIllidity (HoUrC(', abHolutr and J"rlativ(', infiurIlce of tE'rnperaturr, drw 

alld f)'ost, 1"0/1;, e10UdH. minH Hnow, hail, geJl('ml dist)'il)lltioTl of rainfall). 
«.) Light (itH natl1r(" the sp<'ctnllll, t1w rainbow, ('olours of thr sky, snTlsrt 

('OIOllI'S, 'lliragr, haloK, t.wilight). 

(1") WilldH (t Il('ir H('H','al CttIlHes, land nnd H('Lt breez('s. mountain and vallev 
hr(·ezPH). "-

(g) TI}(· willd SYHtPIllK of tll<' ('arth(-wPHl<'rli('H, tmdl's, 1ll0TlHOOns, F(,J"Jwl':,; 
Law, hors(' Jatitlld('H, doldrlllllH). 
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12. Weather and Climate:-
(a) Cyclones (movement, air pressure, weather of, temperature and tropical, 

movement in N. America. theories of lrigin). 
(b) Anticyclone (general conditions and weather in). 
(c) Thunderstorm, tornadoe , hurricanes, (their cause, weather, area of 

development) . 
(d) Climate (different types uch a oceanic and continental, monSOOn clim

ate, the equatorial belt, trade wind belt, ::\lediterranean climate, the Savanna 
belts, the temperate and frigid zones.) 
13. The Earth as a Planet:-

(a) The earth'R Rhape (proofs). 
(b) Rotation-effects. 
(c) Revolution-effects. 
(d) The earth's interior (present and pa t theories). 
(e) The states of matter on the earth. 
(f) Age of the earth (proofR). 
(g) Plan of the earth and theories of the origin and arrangement of the 

continent and ocean baRinR. 
(g) Eclipse. 

14. The Solar System and the Universe. 
(a) Distinction between solar ,ystelll and univer c-members of olar system 

(planets, satellites, asteroids, meteors, meteorite" comet.). 
(b) The Sun (distance, ize, heat, photo phere, chromosphere, corona, 

spots and their probable influence upon cyclollf\). 
(c) Stars : (their nature, magnitude, and numher, constellations, distance 

from earth). 
(d) The names of a few of the con tellations to be een in our latitude. 

15. Physiography of Canada- especially of Quebec:-
(a) The Hegions of Canada (Canadian Shield, ~t. Lowrence Lowland, Great 

P lain, Appalachian and Cordi llera)-A general knowledge of their structure and 
topography. 

(b) The St. Lawrence (as given in section No. 217 of Tarr and Von Engcln) 
-also Sutherland "Province of Quebec-Social and Geographical Studie ." 

(c) Province of Quehec:-
(1) The St. Lawrence P lain I As given in ::\lr. Sutherland's book 
(2) The Appalachian Hegion .. r "Province of Quehec-Social and Geo
(:3) The Laurentian H('gioll. ) graphical Studies." 

16. (a) Text Book for Pupil' Outline only: 
Ontario High School Phy iography. 

(b) Teachers must have Tarr and Von Engeln' New Physical Geograph:v" 
also Sutherland's Province of ~ue')ec-, ocial a Id (;eographical Studie .. " 

(c) Other useful books are:-
"Physical Geography", Lake, (Cambridg(', 1825). 
"Advanced Physiography", Thornton-Longman's. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Quebec, November 5th, 1930 

TO THE MEHBERS OF THE PROTESTAlJT COMEITTEE: 

COHFIDEHTIAL 

From time to time I propose to furnish informa
tion to the members of the Protestant Committee dealing with 
Educational matters in the Province of Quebec. I hope that the 
informa tion thus furnished will be considered as confidential 
and that it will be well receive c by the members. 

Our own statistics can probably be appraised best 
by means of comparison. The enclose ~ list of the number of school 
days that the wchools are in session in the various provinces is 
an illustration of this. An averaGe has not been struck for 
Quebec. This is because of the fact that any ~veraGe struck would 
be unfair as the number of days that a school is operated in a 
rural district would lose its significance when averaCed with the 
cities. Our term varies from one of 6 months to 200 days. We had 
only one case of a school being open for 200 days last year. 

encl/ 
AI Secretary, Protestant Committee 



Prince Bdward Island 
Nova Scotia 
New Bruns'\';ick 
Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saska tcllewan 
Alberta 

195 
193 
194 
198 
193 
192 
185 . . .. 

155 
163 
162 
. . . 
1'71 

(192'7) 161 (192'7) 
164 
••• 

British Columbia 
~ue'uec Varies from a six nonths' term (approx 120 

days) to 200 days. 

Regulation 135 of the Protestant Commi ttee reads: i1All 
sChools shall be closed from the 1st of July to the 15th of 
August each year; out any board may, ~ith the approval of the 
Superi2tendent, open one or more of its schools during this 
period \vhen the circumstances of the school render it necessary. 

Regulation 136 of trle P:..~otestant Committee reads: "The schools 
of a municipality shall open each year after the 15th of August, 
and not l::<ter t:1an the first I.ionday in September, as rlay be 
determined by resolution of the school board. of the municipal
ity. 

Regulat ion 139 of t~le Prot es tant C omrili ttee reads: vlThe 
school hours shall be from nine o'clock in the forenoon till 
four o'clock in the afternoon, unless the school board by 
resolution prescribes a shorter period . 

FOVA SCOTIA SITU1~TI01~ -- - ----------~. -- --_ ... _-- ... 

Excerpt from the Journal of Education, Nova Scotia , April 1930, 
under title Official Fotices: 

IIereafter the school year shall consist of 200 teaching days. 
Schools to o)en not later thun the day after Labour Day, and 
to close not later than the last day of June. This ~ill 
leave the duration of the Sll:'JITler vac at ion opt ional vii th the 
sections, within the limits of the dates indicdted. In all 
cases t:!O school year is to be fixed only dfter consultation 
with the Inspector and, as far as pOSSible, should be uniform 
for the rural schools within a Given inspectorate. 

The first half of the year shall end not IJter than one hun
dred teaching days after Labour Day, and the second half not 
L::.ter than the lctst day of June. ' ~ach half shdll com}rise 
one hundred teaching days. 

The Christmas vacation shall consist of not feuer than eleven 
nor more than sixteen Calendar days. Other school holidays 
shall be L~bour Day, Thanksgiving Day, Good Friday, Easter 
Monday , Victoria Day and the Anniversary of the Ling's Birthday . 
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D r Dr. P rclvnl. 

ovonb r 7th, 1930 
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of tho 5th ov nb r hie 8i camp rison 

in h n b r of chool day t t th choo1 r in () cion 
in t 0 ~ r10us p·ovlne • 

vcr your a. i thfully , 

Prinolpal 



REPORT OF THE SUE-COMl.ITTTEE 
OF THE PROTESTANT COMIITTTEE ON THE SUMMER SCHOOL. 

This sub-committee, consisting of Dr. Parmelee, Dean Laird, Dr. GammelJ, 
Dr. Pe,rcival, with 11r. Rexford as convener, has the fol:;'C'wing report 
to make: 

The summer school held last swmmer at Macdonald College was of four 
weeks duration. A special grant of $2500 wa9 secured from the Government 
to cover the cost of staff and incidental expenses. The cost to the 
individual teacher was $30 for room and board for the four weeks. There 
were 108 teachers in the Advanced Intermediate Class and 51 teachers in the 
Advanced Elementary Class. Four full courses and two half courses were 
provided all of which were compulsory. Arrangements were made so thEt 
practically all teachers who completed the summer course last year and are 
teaching this year in the schools of the Province received a bonus in 
recognition of increased training. 

Your sub-committee recommends as follows: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

That the Protestant Committee authorize the Department to ask for 
the special grant of $2500 for the summer school again this year. 

That the summer school be held at Macdona.ld College from Monday. 
July 4th to Saturday, July 30th, t932. 

That in the matter of registration, those teachers who have attended 
one session of the summer school be given the preference up to June 
1st, 1932; that the number to be admitted be restricted to the 
number for whom bonuses are available. 

That in 1932 optional courses be offered; the largest number of 
courses that can be offered with the funds that are likely to be 
available will be seven. Such an arrangement would exhaust the 
full amount of the fund~ available. The sub-committee recommends 
that ?s;ycholo£;y be compulsory for all students in 1932 and that 
four other cturses be chosen to complete the requirements of the 
summer school for the session; that the courses be all arranged 
at different hours and that there be no maximum number of courses 
for any student, but that, if the student elects to take a course, 
that course shall be continued thfoughout the summer school sess10n. 

That a medical fee of fifty cents be charged the students so that 
arrangements can be made for m€dical attention throughout the time 
of the summer school session. 

That any further arrangements for the summer sch~ol be left in the 
hands of the Director of Prot6stant Education. 

Montreal, Respectfully Bubmitted, 
November 27, 193'. 

(~~U~~. 
Convener. 









OF THE 
REPORT OF 

PROTESTANT 
THE SUB-COMMITTEE 

COMJITTTEE ON THE SUMr.~R SCHOOL. 

This sub-committee, ccnsisting of Dr. Parmelee, Dean ~ird, Dr. Gamrr.ell, 
Dr. Percival, with 1~. Rexford as convener, has the following report 
to make: 

The summer school held last summer at Macdc!J.ald College was of four 
weeks duration. A special grant of $2500 was secured from the Government 
to cover the cost of staff and incidental expenses. The cost to the 
individual teacher was $30 for room and board for the four weeks. There 
were 108 teachers in the Advanced IntermedIate Class and 51 teachers in the 
Advanced Elementar,y Class. Four full courses and two half courses were 
provided all of which were compulsory. Arrangements were made 90 th~t 
practically all teachers who completed the summer course last year and are 
teaching this year in the schools of the Province received a bonus in 
recognition of increased training. 

Your sub-committee recommends as follows: 

a. That the Protestant Committee auth~rize the Department to ask for 
the special grant of $2500 for the summer school again this year. 

b. That the summer school be held at Macdonald College from Monday. 
July 4th to Saturday, July 30th, t932. 

c. That in the matter of registration, those teachers who have attended 
one session of the summer school be given the preference up to June 
1st, 1932; that the number to be admitted be restricted to the 
number for whom bonuses are available. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

That in 1932 eptional courses be offered; the largest number of 
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OFFICE OF PRESI DENT AND 

VICE-CHANCELLOR 

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESiERN ONTARIO 

LONDON, CANADA 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Princ ipal, McGill Univers ity, 

Montreal, Quebec. 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

February 22, 1932. 

I thank: you for the directness with which you have re
ferred to me Dr. Neville's address before the American Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and for the opportunity you have given me to be 
equally direct in discussing the matter VI ith you. I fully believe that 
when all the facts are before us the words in question will not seem to 
mean what t hey might seem to mean at fir st glance. I shall take up 
your references to the address one by one. 

First of all, however, I "ish to state that Dr. Neville 
wrote his paper with documents before him that he had secured from all 
the Canadian Departments of Education. He received from Dr. W. P. 
Percival, the Director of Protestant Education in Quebec, in reply to 
a request dated December 3rd, 1930, a copy of the latest report of the 
Director. I have in my hand a copy of the letter he received from Dr. 
Percival; this is dated December 10th. 1930. At the present time we 
cannot l~ our hands on the report Dr. Percival submitted, but we are 
send ing for another copy together with a copy of the very latest report 
issued by the Department. 

1. The reference to the four-year matriculation course in 
Ontario cannot be understood unless one reads at least half of the long 
paragraph which contains the reference. The significant words in the 
second sentence are "on their charts" and these refer naturally to the 
published statements of the educational authorities. 

Dr. Neville tells me that he did not find in the report 
submitted by Dr. Percival evidence that the Protestant high schools of 
Quebec were organized on a four-year basis, but he admits the possibility 
that)as for many years was the case in Ontario7 there has been a dis
crepancy between paper organization and actual practice. 

However, documentary evidence concerning the situation in 
Quebec is not lacking. I shall refer you to the Annual Survey of Edu
cation in Canada for 1930, which has just been published by the Minister 
of Trade and Commerce, page xxxix, where one may read the following 
statement, which app~rently is based upon a report received by the author 
of' the Survey from the Quebec Department of Education: 

) 



- 2 -

r "The complete course in the Protestant schools of this group ••• 
consists of eleven grades and leads to admission to the provincial Protestant 
nonnal school (Macdonald College School for Teachers) for professional train
ing, or to matriculation to McGill or Bishop's University, similar to the 
elementary and secondary schools of other provinces. The number of the 75,147 
in the upper three or high school grades was 5,558 or about 7.4 per cent. The 
fact that there is no twelfth grade as in the other provinces tends to make the 
proport ion in high school work smaller than elsewhere ••• " 

That this is not a new situation may be seen in a reference to 
the Canada Year Book of 1927-28, page 915. last paragraph: " ••• the highest 
grade is Grade XI, from which students are matriculated to McGill University 
and Bishop's College ••• " Educational authorities all over the Dominion of 
Canada have for years followed the practice of regarding Grade XI as the last 
year of a three-year high school course. 

The last two sentences of Dr. Percival's letter to Dr. Neville 
refer to high school courses and read thus: 

"There is a strong desire also to make a post-matriculation course 
in some of the schools that are well equipped for the purpose. In fact an extra 
year has alread.v been added to the course in the Vlestmount High SchooL" 

In the light of the above statements referring to three-.vear high 
school courses it is only natural for us to interpret Mr. Percival' s statement 
concerning the post-matriculation course in the Westmount High School as mean
ing a one-year honour course added to a three-.vear course. If we are wrong, 
we shall gladly admit the error. 

2. Your quotation from Dr. NevHle's address beginning "It seems 
inevitable" and ending "wh.v worry?" can onl.v be interpreted in the light of 
the context Which answers the question, "Why worr.v?" The fact of the matter 
is that a number of University Registrars in the United states have been 
worr.ving about the admission of Canadian students who have had only three
.vear high school courses. The question is, therefore, not asked in its col
loquial or slang sense, but quite seriously and to reprove those Registrars 
who have rendered an "unfair verdict" against these Canadian students through 
their habit of appl.ving mechanical measures to entrance qualifications. Dr. 
Neville's reply to the question was also a commendation of the products of 
the three-year high schools who apparently find their shorter high school 
course no handicap in their graduate work at Yale or Harvard. May I add 
that Dr. Neville was referring onl.v to Nova ~cotia, New Brunswick and Prince 
Edward Island? 

3. The exact words of Dr. Neville's statement concerning admission 
to Canadian universities of American high school graduates are: "In most 
cases we honor American high school graduation or school certificates, if the 
school is accredited b.v one of the recognized accredit ing bodies." Perhaps 
a more exact w8..Y of stating that is to say that 'most Canadian universities 
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honor, etc •••• ", and that we believe to be true. Either form of this 
statement is somewhat different from your version, ·'that Canadian 
Universities accept American high school certificates, if the school 
is properly accredited." Dr. Uev i11e says, "recognized accredit ing 
bodies." 'llhe chief among these are:- The Association of American 
Universities; the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools; the Assoc iat ion of Colleges and Secondary Schools of the 
Middle states and Naryland; the New England Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools; the Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
01' the Southern States; the Northwest Association of Secondary and 
Higher Schools. The use of the .word "most"' would leave room for except
ing the practice followed at McGill. Apparently McGill has its own 
separate system of dealing with American admissions. 

We regret very much if the statement concerning the external 
examiners at McGill is not correct. Dr. Neville admits the possibility 
that he m~ have generalized from the seTvice of one of our men a couple 
of years ago as external examiner. We shall welcome the facts concerning 
this and take steps to correct any misrepresentation. 

Attending the meeting in Buffalo which Dr. Neville addressed 
were the Registrars of three other Canadian universities, who in discus
sion on the floor and in conversation with Dr. Neville after the address 
agreed that his paper was a fair presentation of the main body of facts 
concerning Canadian education with which he dealt. As I understand it the 
paper was presented at the request of the American Registrars in order 
that they might have removed some of the obscurities which cloud their 
understanding of the diverse educational systems in Canada. It was very 
far from the author's intention to convey the impression that one system 
in Canada is superior to another. 

May I again assure you that we shall do everything we can 
to clear up the matter that you have brought to our attention? Like your
self what we desire is to ascertain the facts and to be just. We value 
most highly our happy relations with McGill and we shall spare no effort 
to save them and enhance them. 

Believe me, 

Very sincerely yours, 

W. Sherwood Fox, 
President. 



r Fox 

I wish to thWlk you for your letter of February 22nd 

concerning:Jr .Teville's speech. I am very sorry if I misunderstood 

his statements bat imagine t~~t his audionce must have been equally 

misled. 

'lhen Dr. ~Jeville spoke of matriculation I ass'..l .. 'D.ed him to 

mean "pass Imtriculation" and have always thought that Ontario Public 

High Schools and Quebec Public High Schools both had a four years' course 

of preparation for this. The"Courses of Study and ~..aminations" pub

lished by the Ontario Department of -",ducation(Revised 1931 Edition), p. 7 

stat es "Scope of the Course. The High School course of study, 

detailed belor!, is designed to be a cont irruous and proGressive (!ourse 

of five years. It comprehends 3. LO'/er SCllool course of t\'lO years, 

follovlCd by a Middle SC;lool course 0::' two years, and an Upper School 

course of at least one year." "The ~.Iemoran a of Instruct ions 

to Te achers in the Protestant Schools of C:Ucbec" states that 

"Grades VIII and IX are Intermedi'lte, Grades X and XI are High School" 

and thi s a:::>pesrs tome to corre spond exact ly Vii t • the t ilO years of 

work for the Ontario LO\1er School Certificate and tuo for the :Lidd'" 

School Certificate. As un example Latin,which is essentially a 1'

School subject,is taught for four years before pa~s mntriculati 

in Ontario and in Quebec. I feel that any definition of a norrr. 

HiSh School course that differe from thi s and included a "post-
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matriculation yeur" 7ou:'d be very misleading to an \merican audience. 

ur. 1Teville miGrlt, hotI,;ver, like -to know th'1.t ~ ova Scotia has for years 

had t lelv grades in its pub.ic high schools. 

~e have a greut ~~ber of applic~tions from American High School 

students most of vlhom wish eventually to en er our Faculty of r':edicine 

and we have found that th,? Hish School Certificates lhen accre ited 

by the accrediting bodies Dr. Neville memtions, are very unreliable. 

We have therefore dra\7n up the enclosed memorandum ~hich may interest 

Dr . .I.~eville. 



THE AJHISSION OF AMEIUCAl HIGH SCHO,)L 
STUDENTS TO I~cGILL UNIVERSITY 

1. McGill Uni versi ty recogni zes the qualifying examinat ions 
con"tuct",d by the College Entrance EX8.J.'lli:J.ation Board, 431 West 
11 '1th 81; reet, .H3W York, N. Y. 

2. 1~ studE::lt may obtain I'1atriculation q).H.l.li:t"ications by writing 
these e;:arr..inat iO:1S accord ing to the "New Plan" in four sub ject s 
whic}. must include 

(1) English (Four-Yea.r) 
( ;:;) ~~atJ.eID£.. tics (AI and C) 
(3) French or Gel~an or Latin or Greek (Four-Year) 

In addit ion ·the student must submit his complete High School 
reco"'c y,ri -:t_ I:"1lSt show the posit ion he occupied in his cb ss, a'ld 
the T:".1r','r ')f students in the class, and nust submit a lA·~tor from 
his }':·::':lc':'~)'3.1 . 

3. Latin or Greek is cOII'xml sory fo r entrance to the B.A. cou.rses, 
and d:i.~jinct9.bi lity in s~lCntific subjects must be shown for entrance 
to the :a.Sc. C:lurses. 

4. A student may somet ime s be admitted who has written other 
exarnimt:i.ons sue:" . s those of the New York S·~[l.te Board of Regents 
prr.vi. i '3' t''1.e.t t:to ruc..rt~3 I? re very high and that the student occupies 
a po~lticrl in the first fifth of his HiVl School class. 

5. C'lriificatcs from High Schools are not recognized. 

6. NotT~.t!:st..::.nd:tng e.nything stat ed above, NIcGill University seloct s 
its 8tllrl(>'1:'~;, rmd d08·3 n0~ in c:ny way gu.ar::mt0e to accept a student 
becau~;o be l'J1Y have pc.ss8d a recognized examinc.t ion. 
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to the 13.Sc. c~urses. 
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a po~,;"t.:..Cl'i in tne fll'~"u fifth of his High School class. 

5. CurtificntJs from Hieh Schocls o.re not recognized. 

6. iTot'T;.t~:.st .. mdi.nb anything stated r.bo'le, McGi1l University selects 
it s ~tu't(;n l", ml'1. c~ 08.3 '1.(;~ in ::my wa~r gr; . .ar:m't 0e to :1ccept a stud ant 
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W. P. PERCIVAL 

IDepartment of JEbucatfon 
<!Quebec, ~. ~. 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

LIONEL BERGERON 

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 

MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

AND DIRECTOR OF P'ROTESTANT 
EDUCATION. 

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
thia number. 

No. _______________ _ 

Replies should be addreaaed 
to "The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec::. P.Q." 

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

arch 8th, 1932. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LL.D., 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Que. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

At the last meeting of the Protestant Committee 
you showed me a letter from Dr. K. P. R. Nevil1e, Reg
istrar of the University of Western Ontario,which oon
tained statements that were alleged to come from me. 

I have looked up the file, and find that the 
only letter that I appear to have written to Dr. Nev1l1e 
was one dated Deoember 10th, 1930, a copy of whioh I 
am enclosing. 

In addition,I sent published reports and 
statements concerning Protestant education in ~uebec. 

It Dr. Neville refers to any other oommun
ioations of mine I shall be glad to know the dates of 
the letters. 

IB 

Yours truly, 

J~ . -

Director of 
Protestant Education. 



" 

W. P. PERCIVAL 

C - 0 - P - Y. 

IDepartment of JEoucation 
~Utbtc, tl. ~. 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

Whe n replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number . 

LlONEL BERGERON 

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY 

MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 

EDUCATION. 

No. ________ _______ _ 

Replies should be addre.sed 
to uThe Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q. u 

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. K .• R. :~eville, 
The ~niversity 0 iestern Ontario, 
LONDON, Ontario. 

:Jeur 8ir:-

December 10th, 1930 

I have rdcelved your letter of December 3rd, 
and in reply I beg to -ive you information concerning 
three outstanding feat ,res of the Protestant situation 
in the Province of ~ueoec. 

1. The Jewish situation. £or several years 
past there has been an attempt r.mde by the Jews to have 
legal school fucilities in this Frovince. ~Le enclosed 
heport to the Protestant Co~~ittee will show you the posi
tion up to 1928. 

This year an act ras brouGht into the Legis
lature and assented to on April 4th, 1930 whereby a 
Jewish School Commission '/as appointed cons.i.si;ing of 
o nen. Power was given to them to erect on the Islbnd 
of -ontreal, schools for Jews only. ~he ~lternative to 
this as to agree with either the Protestant or rlomun 
Catholic Commissions to al'.L'anee terms upon 7hich one or 
other of these Doards of ComrJissioners [ould reveive Jews 
into their schools. If un agreemLnt did not take place 
before pril 1st, 1931, a Jewish school municipality under 
the control of" the Jewish .... chool COrnPlissioners would have 
been erected automatically. This (uestion "as settled 
last week by the a :reement between the ~rotestant Jo~rd of 
uchool COI1;,rlissioners or It·ontrecil and the J m/ish Jehool 
CO"T'Taissioners wtereby the Jews \wuld come ir.to the l..lrotest
ant panel on ec,ual terms wilh the ~..I"·oteE,tants. 7hey \,ould 
enter tLe setool in the district In which they were living, 
tlleJ lIould have 10 aays of Jewish holid&ys wi thout penal
ties of any kind and Jewish teachers would be considered 
eligible for appointment and pronotion. You will be able 
to find the terms of the settle:nent in last week's ::ontreal 
papers. 



W. P. PERCIVAL 

!Department of JEbucation 
authtc, l}. a. 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

LIONEL BERGERON 

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 

MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION. 

When replying please give 
at the heed of your letter 
this nUJnber. 

No. _______________ _ 

Repliea should be addressed 
to "The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q." 

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

age 2 ~ecember lUth , 1930 

2 . Consoliaation is growinG more popular in 
the J.:rotesttint municipalities of this :. rovince. People 
are understb.nding the consolidution !"lovement better and 
the calbmities ppedicted for consolidation tire not hap
pening. 1here are about 30 condo11dated &chools in the 
-rovince nOI which Lave ttiken tIe place of schools to the 
numuer of abOut l.)u of lower ucadenlic starHling, these 
schools of lower stunding oeing enerully el~ entary schools . 
This consolidation mov~ment hc.is been renaered possible 
through the Gov~rn~ent giving large grants for conveyanve 
nd making an allowance for the erection of a ne bui~dine 

of OO'Jt 50~; of the cost . <.:'he ~rants for conveyance in 
gen~ral &ro equal to t e difference in cost between keeping 
open t~le district school and tha t of educatine these child
ren in the consolidated school . ~nclosed you 'Iill find a 
Julletin re~arding consolidation , and a ~eneral report on 
consolidation . 

3 . ::;hun es are being su ested in the course of 
study. There':s a I!lovenent to I:1Lke a cleuva:e in t~1e hi gh 
school course ~etween those proparine for the university &nd 
tlJ.ose llho desi re a di1'i'crent school tr ining. 'llhose who 
ilesire a school tra.ininf; uifferina fro 1 tricul tion ?·il l 
probably not tu e the vlassics !mt will tuke 1110re "':;n~llsh 
and · .... rench . rrhere~s u strong de .... ire also to :rake a post
mutriculL.tion c:.mrse in so le of the schools tLat are lell 
equioped 0_ the purpose . lL fact un xtru year hus ul
reuG.y been a~ded to ,he course in t.le ··e$tmount .t.l.i ,h ..... chool. 

YOUl'S truly , 

~irector of rotestant ~duc&tion 
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W. P. PERCIVAL 

IDepartlnent of JEbucation 
eftuebec. lB. eft. 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

When replying please give 
at the head of your letter 
this number. 

LlONEL BERGERON 

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 

MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT 

AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 

EDUCATION. 

No. _____________ __ _ 

Replies should be addressed 
to '4The Superint:endent of 
Education, Quebec, P .. Q." 

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
rcGill Univers ity, 
Hontreal , 
l'. Q. 

Dear Sir, 

l.:a.rch lOth, 1932. 

Under separate cover I am 

returning to you the Bulletin of the American 

Association of Collegiate Re~istrars, which you 

handed to me about three weeks ago, and for vrhich 

I thank you. 

Yours truly, 

iff~ ) 
-~ 

'lPP/F. Director of Protestant ~ducation. 

v\f'N'1 



QlJEBEC"S SCIIOOL STANDARDS 
COMPARED WITH ONT ARIO·S. 

~ Dr. Stcphen Lcacock started !!omething I 
'"" I when he criticized the secondary schools of 

Qllebec in an addre!!s to the association of 
~ Protestall~ teachp,rs -of that province. He is 
() s;trongly in favor of lengthening the curriculum 

o in those schools by one year as the standard is 
tnn low. One reason for his advocating this M ('hange is that the standard in his province is 

p:: fa~ brhilld that in Ontario. Everyone of the 
H ('<,lle~late institntes in Ontario. and every class I 
~ ellterlng- the University of Toronto !Jas a higher 

T2ting than the corresponding institutions in 
P=l J' :c>'. M and th~ (']asses entering ;\IcGi11. The 
~ pl:lt [orlm ,) a voluntary one and now en
..=! torMd by law. of taking the additional year 

:[\If honpf matriculation before entering the uni-

Ontario-Toron' J Univers!iy 
ptnd'mt body an advantage which the Quebec
!\!cGIJl student body can never overcome. 

"It '!,.~ a strange thing that that simple fact 
lI!Jould remain..unknown," Dr. Leacock said, re
ferring to McGiII'~ relatively low standard. "r 
havel. often and passionately told it to my col
leagues only to have It rejected with c(lntempl 
or indignation." Comparing the standards of 
entrance at McGilJ and Toronto, he stated that 
McGIll's first year Latin and third year GreeT( 
and mathematics are equivalent to Toronto's 
entrance requirements. 

We can under!!tand and we sympathize with 
the explanation of Dr. George Parmalee, former 
director of Protestant education in Quebec, 
namely, that Quebec's standard is lower than 
Ontario's because there, so much time is de
voted to French. A thorough knowledge of 
French is Undoubtedly of great advantage to 
the young English-speaking people of Quebec 
and, indeed, of any other part of Canada. Dr. 
Leacock retorted that this did not alter the 
fact that the standard of English, arithmetic 
and history is poorer. Being a graduate ot the 
University of Toronto, teacher at Upper Canada 
College, professor for many years at McGiIJ, 
and, altogether, having an experience of 42 
years in teaching, Pro!. Leacock is qualified to 
express an opinion on the comparative merits 
Qf the two Gystems. 
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ita 1.Ieetin~ of the :3oflrd 0:: Jirc~tors of the High School 0:' Qlleb~c 
held on }I'ebruary 16th , t"'e followiw Hesolut ion W~U1 pa"'sed:- .J 

~hllt tLe Council o~ Lducntion b~ as:::cd -"or '')ormission, for the High 
School of lu te~ uO take the ~ebec School ~~vinp ~xarninntion, 
on c~rtain conditi Ins. 

~he rensons for this reouest ure: 

1. ::'hat 
~t present we have no }t'inHl ~xa.n> exccpt th, l1c Gill Metric 

ull.tion) V"/hich is not at all satisf~ctJr:7 for bo;'s '7ho have no 
wish to enter the University. 

2. ~hat 
~he ' ueb~c L~Hvin~ ~:raT1 ~ sit is no ) is II good stundarcl exam 

for any School ~in~l. ) 
3. ~hat 

It is in the interest of Education to lfford all the help 
pos"ible to the rrovince, even, outside the Schools unde~ the 
supervibion of the )rotestllnt B')ard. 

4. ~hat 

6. 

~he Pu:r.ents of !1upils educated in :!)1.'iv.te schools pa;' taxes 
for which they reap no b~nefit. 
~hat 

~he High School of luebec is one of the two oldest Schools in 
the DOlilinion} and that it has rece i ved Government :r.ecogni t ion 
and R Brant since 1842} on condition of granting 80 QRny 

Yfn
0Ch larah ipa) 

~i& ~ fr",c nupilE: \7ho r,ceive their education at the ~xpense 
of tJ1'e ,}overnmcnt ar~ precl1lded frOT:l taki nf! the L}ovA1.'nment 
,1" i n1i.l '~xnm. 

~hat 
':'he b0 s at the Hi'~h School of C,llebec 1I1.'e taught fron grnde 5 

to grad-. il and that the curriculum of the Course 0 C'tud~' for 
.t.'rot,",stant (3c11001s is f i th::ull.: :ollov;ed thro1H!h 1 11 the various 
c la.3~)e[3. 

[3. :'hnt 
It ,~ould b~ n grHcious act of the ... )rot ,stur t Commi tt('!~ of the 

Council of ~ducation if our request were granted, as it hlls been 
the pol i C;) of the Comr.li ttee, i:n th~ PIiSt , to i nte1.'r1.'et 1 i berall~) 
rather than literally , rules ~hich Might thus help the difftcult 
a.uest ions of the ~du(}U t ion of the Protestant .linori ty. 



• • 

2. 

':'hA follO\,in~ f)llg~~stionB \-iCT~ T1("1.il~ It th~ r1l'~eti.nf! of the JOitrd 
in the ,vorf of permission to tak, the ;:xar.1B 1)einR granted. "/ 

1. ':2hat 
.?up i ls r.lust bt~ pr, s~ntcd on tho sarL cond i c ions as thn P1Jbl i c 

Schools. 
G. '::hat 

.. t?up i Is must fol10\ "'.:;he COllrf38 0-: stud; for -.-'rotestu"lt Schools 
for thJ Hi8h School Grades. 

3. ':2'lnt 
J1. list of pupilo for ~rades 10 and 11 must be s~nt in. 

4. :2hu ~ 
h Departnental Inspector visit the School and rqport to the 

epttrtment. 
b. ~hat 

~ fee of ~lOtOO per cnndidnte be chargAd. 

Copy of resolution ~nd suggAstio~s p sBed at the DiY,ctors' lieoting 

held on ~\hursday ,1ebruarJ' 16th 1933. 

Sec. ~rons. 
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Octob r 'lth, 

1 9 3 3 • 

D r Dr. P rciv 1, 

B tor 1 in t tin 01' th Prot 

Co itt of th Council ot Public In truotion 

-rid y k I fill d in vouch r tor 2 ..... 45, 

in conn etlon lth tt n anc t th t eot 1ne. 

not y t r c iv d y ch qu • , y I hope tor it 

l? 

.v r your f lthfully, 

Prlnolpal 

Dr. • P. P rciv 1, 

Dlr ctor 01' Prot at nt due tion, 

u b e, P.Q. 
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w. P. PERCIVAL 

IDepartlnent of JEOucation 
~utbtCt la. ~. 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 
SUPERINTENDENT 

When replyinc please give 
at the head of your letter 
thi. number. 

LlONEL BERGERON 

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 

MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT 

AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 

EDUCATION. 

No. ____ JL';!DL.,j3 
Replies should bo addressed 

to "The Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P.Q." 

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 

DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

October 11th, 1933 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.1 . G. , K. C. B., L:-J.D . , 
Hc rHll Uni ver31 ty , 
Hontreal , l . Q. . 

Dear Sir: -

EY.closed, herewith , you will find a cheque for 
,}23 . 75 in payment of your expenses for attending the 

.meetine 01' the Irotestant Committee held on Friday, Sept
ember 29th. 

I regret that there has been a delay in f'orward
ing this cheque to you. OWirlG to a change in the ~reaS1U)Y 
Department cheques cannot in future be yresentea. to members 
at the meeting as was the custom previously. 

Yours truly, 

encl/ / Director of Fro testant T:ducat ion 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

OF PROTESTANT EDUCATION 

June 20th, 1932. 

Sir Arthur Gurrie, G.O.I..G., h .• O.B., LL.D., 
McGill University, 
1,ontreal, ue. 

Dear Sir:-

On June 30th next Dr. E. I. Rexford will 
have completed fifty years of service to .t>rotestant 
Education from the date on which he first took office 
as Secretary of the Department of Education of the 
Province of ~ueoec. His appointment was dated 
July 1st, 1882. 

In honour of this oc.casion a luncheon will 
be tendered to him by the Protestant Oonunittee at the 
Lukeview House, Knowlton, on Thursday, June 30th, at 
one o'clock daylight saving time. 

I hope that you will be able to attend, and 
that you will let me have your reply as soon as pos
sible. 

plate. 
The cost 01' the luncheon will be ";1.00 per 

Yours truly, 

krt:c....-T-A" ---
/ 

--~-

Director of 
Protestant bcucation. 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

OF PROTESTANT EDUCATION 

June 21st , 1932 . 

Sir .J. rthur Currie , G.e .M.G. , K. C. B. , LL .D., 
McGill University , 
Montreal, 'co(,ue. 

Dear Sir : -

It has been suggested by the Chairman of 
the Protestant Committee that a presentation be 
made to Dr . E. I . Rexford by the members of that Com
mittee at the luncheon which is to be held on June 
30th . 

A suitable gift can probably be procured 
if the members will each contribute the sum of five 
dollars . 

Your cooperation in this matter will be 
appreciated . 

Yours truly , 

~ -- ~~ 

Director of 
Protestant Education. 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

OF PROTESTANT EDUCATION 

.Tune 27th, 1932. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G, K.C.B., LL.D •• 
KcGi1l University, 
Montreal, Q.ue. 

Dear S1r Arthur:-

I have received your letter of .Tune 22nd 
1n which you informed me that you were enclosing 
a cheaue for $5.00 as a contribution to a gift for 
Dr. Rexford. No cheque, however, was enolosed, 
and I thought it well to inform you of this im
med1ately, in case it has gone astray. 

I am very glad that you will be represented 
at the luncheon on .Tune 30th. 

Yours very truly, 
J 

/ ~ \ 

; .. 'l'Y~~ 

Director of 
Protestant Education. 



I 01 

1 

to 

ou 

P 1 ei 



:r th$' 1 ./, 

T 
]. 

D 1 Sir 

On J'u n ~r;n r 'El , d c ou or 5.00 

1 t 0 r. .P rei l. Dr .. P relval i'o D1r ator 

t at nt d'lO Ion, b c C t • H lnfo 

he c un 1 ot r e~ iIll I 

a :) t tod y. d .ll 0 pi ato'!) p y nt 

:prio on . 
Your full 



SOHOOL HISTORIES 
OALLED AOCURATE 

Many Contain Cross Errors 
Conc~rning the World War, 

Says Lieut. Col. Dickson. 

HE READ 52, CRITICIZES ALL 

lsome He Styles Absurd an~ StupId 

and Likely to Make Us a 

Laughlng·Stock. 

Speoial to The New York T'm/.'~. 
ASHINGTON, Nov. 20.-Lleut. Col. 

hom./is • Dickson, who 
combat chaplain with the Am can 
{orces in France during the World 
'War, today Issued a critique on Ameri· 
can school historIes, in ",,;hlch he 
charged t hat many of them contain 
gross inaccuracies in dealing with the 
World War. 
"r have read about fifty·two Ameri

can school histories on tile In the Con
gressional Library," sald Colonel DiCk
son, "also in the Bureau of Education 
and other places In #Washlngton and 
vicinity. All have serious errors of 
omission and commission. 

"Some of these school histories are 
ridicUlous, abfourd and stupid. Unle.ss 
our histories are immediately r
rected, our pretenslOIlll, unwitting or 
otherwise, doom us to become the 
laughing-stock ot the world." 

Colonel Dlckson not only served with 
the Sixth Field Artillery of the First 
Division, the unIt whiCh fired the first 
American :Jhot In the war, but has sInce 
his retIrement come to be regarded as 
one of the army's most competent his
torians of the great conflict. He is th(' 
chaplain hQ 'as IS lected to deliver 
the homage at the Tomb of the Un
known Soldier at Arllngton, and wears 
all the battle stars ot the First Di-
vision. , 

Colonel Dickson's stat men 'hleb 
quotes typical extral'ts trom the school 
histories to whIch he takes exception 
and then comments on their alleged 
inaccuracies, Is In part as follows! 

"In 1914 Germany had one of the 
most pOwerful na.vIes on earth. Where 
Is it now? 

The rnto ot the German Na, y. 

The Sh(dcnt'a Amcdc(Ju lIistoJ'1J-'rollt. 
O°»1l"]): (i01" .( 00_ Tho, great Gt>Tman 
Navy. the Knl er'" pride. lA us dl'lIvercu 
over to the All' •• wIthout f: ring a. Shot:' 

"Now that disposes of the German 
Navy! I understood th~~t the Battle of 
Jutland, In Which forty-four battle
ships, fourteen cruisers and numerous 
other ~'ar VessE'ls were in action, was 
one of the greatest sea battles In his
tory. The Moewe and Emden were 
'Flying Dutchmen.' The submarInes 
were hli.rmless. Gre •. Britain lost be
tween too and 800 ships. The American 
Na.vy Il>st about 10,000 men. 



at. 
ArMrfCG. Itklo. v-MOIIID_.. Co. "n\... faithful nur ... .. e.... bJ' RN Oro.. doca tbat were ned to go ou~ and .... rch for ml •• ln ooldl... who had been 80 badly hurt t a.t they could neither move nor call fll\' hel WlMn t!HI doltS found Buch cues, \hey Id trot bac k and S.t .ome one to ito wllb them and brlns Ihe poor rellowl to the ho.plta1. Now let u. 8e~ how our sol-t1~{;: It\i:~ ~~: fi~:tt :I~tlg d:~~y Y~~ul~lg~~ would be to use Ihelr guns. No, the first thing they did was to US" Ihelr spades, "When our )Ittle tots have mastered Peter Rabbit and the Little Red Hen, we tel\ them a nice soldier bedtime story about war dogs, I never saw a dog on the front. Dog8 would be hard to camouflage and would betray our position to the enemy . 

•• mento.. BattiM. 
Hi8lorll 0/ the People of 1/1.' United ~!~,teHe\:'.~dg~ 1.~~:"G,·c;'M4 Dih~'Affl~~~I~n~ der the French commander: General JOlleph J. D. JoUre, turned upon the Invader.. In thl. four days' battle the Allies, .trlklng the rllh! wing ot the enemy and crumpling it up, compelled the enUre GermAn army 10 retraat to Northern France and to Bel-~~mcif t~Ia..:r:....a.:~:'ou~f b~~I:'~:r;ll~ tory, for It .. ved, not Pari. alon. but clvlllz~n. ' "There 1Il-.atou ldtuatlODa &11 over the Old World 10"", boof'n .... A_ Ica entered the war_ Tbue early day. receive 'rirY brief· mentiOll. The author probably had In mind General .JOIIeph .T. C . .Toffre. I am unable to vlauaUze an army of every 'man In uniform he could lay hili hands upon, firemen and all, requisitioning for the purpose about 1,000 of the Pari. taxis,' a.a Is stated by a French hlatorlan. and that th" German. lost 150.000. "The prowes8 of France III confirmed by another writer, who reduce8 the distance to fifty miles. Very Uttle mentlon Is made of Llllge, Mons, Caeteau-Cambral, Dlxmude and other field. of honor. 

The "Drive" at the Marne. 
£r~t~~:~~;,r:odt,,.~iCC;:~clHi~~~~,,~"d L~:~: ,nana. ()rctm • Co. J".t In the nick of time Con.ral J"ffr, threw a hllltll~' cnll('cted army up:m the "'· ... t flank of the (;ermans and in fOlh" dRY. drove th~m hack about flfly mile.. Thl. Will th¥ famou. "Flrot Ba\Ue of the Ma rn.... It will ~~~~:I~~ h~~ 1.~"'1~·fh. ugr~o:y· unhe O!o::d~ "I was born In Mls80url. If the French drove back the German. a.a stated by the hl8torlan8, then the French had gaIned the Initiative and they could select the place for attack. Why did they not keep on driving and put them acron the Rhine? What put the GeraaJI. ..... hack forty mll .. at Amiens and about thirty miles In the vicinity ot Chalons? 
"The German. were violating 11. fundamental law of tactics; trying to fight more than one battle at a time. Tqey were about flft... ~Ilea trom ParllI. They had failed to re'IIIove the civilians In Invaded terrItory and the army was being depleted to guard lines ~ of supply and send men to the Ruslllan tront. l( iba ~ appeared In force, their linea ef communication would probably break down. It w.. JiaceslIart to P\111 back and 8tabllh:e on a front tbe1 could hold. 
"The ~l hlstoriel leem to jump from ~u to 1918 with little mention ot the m operations of the Amerleanl~falled to find mention of lOll of t rt Barato,a and credit to our nav the flrat victory over GermaR • 



Th ~ .. tCh. 
B,17i" .. era' R~M1I 01 Otor Cou .. tf'JI-ROITtf ~'. /,;'.t,lI: /lout/le .... -Publlahlllll COtIOJI4"'" At Ch:lt.au-Thl~rry, .. town on the M.me. the Fr'.nch foree. were being drlnn b.c1c. whf"1l a. rllvlalon of American ma.rlne. WAi" rushed to the front. Th~)" arrived 11 truck" and cattle co rill. disembarked .. lnlOlt upon the flold of b&tUe. and hurried for-ward without wnltlnc tot their art1ll0ry. ThfoY 9tOrlll('rt aht>ad 1"htht throlJilfh the mhbt of a fPtft'atinr.: French dlvlelfm. "There was not a division of Amer· lean Marines on the front. Less than ,1 Der cellt. of forty-two American divi-sions tn France were Marines. I am told the Marines never taught In the town of ChA.teau·Thlerry. Tbey did not arrive In cattle cars and 'disembark' almost upon the field of battle. 

Tile Looattoa .t BeUeau Wood. 
RlBtorv 01 tile Uniteft Btat •• -Gordy; CI.arl" Scribner'a Son.. The de&dly struggle In nelleall Wood. where the battle ot Chnteau-Thlerry w&a tought. be· gan on June 2 and lasted for almost an entire month. 

"Bell eau Wood la about six miles west of Cha.teau·Thlerry and has lesa ~800&M"" 
Artillery at Belhau • 

m.to1'1l T1"ihlf States-Daft..... -. T~_.. 'DIe baIlie o( :::Chate&u-Thl rry fought In ~~neneau -'WImIf' '1IIft,'&n on June 2 and lasted lH-arly a month. Here the American.. though outnumbered aom.,. Umea tour and five to ono wIthout &rtll· I.ry and before mA.<'hlne gun. cleared Belleau Wood ot every German 80141er. "These operations had artillery sup· port. 
First Defensive Battle. 

Am.rico. A HiBtOnl 01 our CountrvLong; G Im, d Co. The fIrst dd.nalve battle In whIch American troops -rt !;~-~·~r.~n~r!e~~lv~a;..a~ a~~!Tr~-;.Th*~: "The Amerlc!alls In various units oc· cupled detemdve sectors after the first shot waa tired, Oct. 23, 1917. The first distinctlY American offensive was the tattle ot San Mlhlel. ChA.t.&u-Tblerry, Belleau Wood and Sotssona are Included In the AllIIle·'Marne major operation which W8.11 participated In by 1st, 2d, 3d, 'th, 26th, 28th, 32d and other dlvlsloDS. 
Tint German Setback. Br"', Rfl'fctO 01 United BloC •• Rlotorv-11"":1" .... : Sr!:crn Srllool. BOOM. MorsA .. lld. TIIO tight at V.II,·nu Wood was the flrot ",erlouB •• tbuck the HUn had lI'ncountt'rr'd. and the .topplng of hi. adVance relieved 1'8 .. 1. from Immediate 4anccr. "The Germans had been stopped at tht: Marne River. Army after army had been sacrificed before the walls of Verdun. uJl(IfJite 14ets. Bel-fort ta.lt~: 11,... eettma1le ot the ens('mble situation Is that PRrls was not in danger of being captured In June, 1918. 

The Turnlne of the Tide of Battle. 
HI./Of'I/ rr"Utd Btlltro-Han. f.~'l!~e~.~. J.n:.rl('ftnlf and ~~I1~r~8e the enomy out of Belloau Wood and den. nltoly turned the tide of b&ttle. 

"The brlll,lant exploit ot the 'Marines and Seven1;h lDfMItry at Belleau Wood never turned the tide of battle in tbe World War. A grea.t mllttary critic lltates that 'the plychologlcal turn of the Wal', wu on May 28, 1118, at Ca.n. tigny, when tbe first ~erlcan 41vl. slon captured the town... In my opln. Ion the actual tide of ba.ttle turned on July 18, 1818, when the FlrlSt, Sec. ond and FIrst French Moroccan dlvl. slon., law leap.frogged by the Gor. don Highlanders, made the IIUrpJiee attack, wlthoht the uaQal artillery preparation, n.a.r 8o!lIIon.. This move endan&'lIfed the German line of com. munlcatlolll A general Withdrawal at the en~Y' was almost Immediately begun. The Inltl&t1ve was now In the handil Of the Alll.s. 



Thr Battle of Cantlgny. 
Tile Storv {)1 01lT .A.merica1L pcoJJlr-Floou:", tt., S. Publilf1Jtn,O Co, Thpy (Anlt't·tca.n~) defrnded the French trench('s nenr the fitY of Nan y (NovPmllPr lHli) and they "" .. ere testf'd In a 8uecf>8f.ful trtal a".ault at Oantlgny 'May lfi181. nut tlwse wct'e mere preliminaries. trlflcs, whf"n compa.red with thl!t gla.nt warfare tlHlt wa:l' to follow.··.. Then the Germa1l" made nnothpr great ma~se(1 at p tack o.lonll' the Marn. (July 1nl. Again tho Arncrlrn.ns alde,l 1n hurHnp; thf'm hack, holding fl1 flI agnlnst h(llR\'Y (orcl's at Chnteau 'l'hi.:'rry and eh:;ewhl:'r(>, wh~rever our m('n w('rn fltatlonp:o.. This was the turning point oC the war. 

"Some may consider the Battle ot Cantigny a mere preliminary or trifle. It had the greatest possible effect on the future of the war-and the Germans. The question was general: Will the American seldier fight? They called our men 'pork soldiers.' Did nothing but eat. The victory at Cantigny gave morale to the Allies; and to the German, a sample of the American. 
"It looks like the Germans gained their objective at ChAteau-Thlerry. In "olng as far as they did they made a "'y bad Had von Boehn _"d ... nlt , there would have been no place on:h-=:;;:;::;:::= like Sols80ns, wbere an would produce decisive results. Th. Soissons drive exactly reversed condl· I tions as regards lines of communlcaUor and gave Foch the Initiative. "Some Idea. how we aided In 'hurlin~ them back' may be gained from the fact that one American shock divisiol' was moved in three different directlon~ in three successive mornings, returnln: to the place it left each night-then the forced march and surprise attack at Solssons. 

The "FaUure" of the German Drivel 
Adv(1:ncect Arnf!ricaa Historu - FOMnan. Thl' C'rntwll Co. The ftrat (G(,Y'ma.n 1 drive wn.s a failure .••• The Germant; mR(te tWI) more nrlves, but both times tht~y were foiled. About the mIddle 01 July, realizing that the great oftE':lslve mov{>~ mont had s"ent Ito toree, they gradually bE-san to drA.w bn.ck toward their tron .. tiers, fighting as thoy retired. 

"These four drives were not failures unless It is considered that the en em" went too far. In March they drove on a 50-mile front for about 211 miles ani; threatened tb4L&'r.c,ll.t British base 01 supplies at Amiens. In APril drove some 17 miles toward Menrllle. !n May they drove on a 50-mile tron I for 40 miles to Cha.teau-Thlerry. Nex on a 50-mile front frpm ~ntdldler to INoyen and gained 6 milee. Tne Rhelmf drive followed, 
The "1.uU" In 1Irt&.:rtiI7, 1911. 

PoW;c,,1 a"d SOCial l/iPtol'V of th. Uni"cd Statcs-Sc111csiHI1~r, .11(1clHillan. Aft thdr (German) {)xprtione ('Rme to 1\ Jull, I-'och tn 1'1liclJuly l.mexlwct~dly Inunched a. mighty cOu:lter·otfemci .... (I. Once more tlw America.n troops ('!ontributf>d their utmost tOWR I'd 9tCtory. On tht'! le'h, In cooppratlon with tlw pkltl'11 FrE'nch tI'OOPII. they maUl! a !n1cc("sstul drive on 801laona. "If the author means by 'lull' the 'la' and 'Iu' a mother sings to put her baby to sleep, he selected the wrong word. It did not Bound like a lullaby to me! He should have placed the letters 'h' and 'e' before '11' and 1 would not argue the point. "On July 15 the Germane launched their firth and last drive on a front ot 75 miles rea.ching from Chateau-Thierry to Argonne Forest. At night the Bky was filled with sheet lightning. Men seemed to be lost In a wilderness confusion. In this turmoil one I waB clear: The objective! Gain the jectlve! 
"Divisions ot shock troop. were being rushed somewhere. The Gordon Highlandersl The Moroccans! The Americans I Forced marches all night In ra.1n and mUd. We were glad It was rain-Ing. No tonight. Hiding thou-sands In the great forel!lts The attack must be 



\ 
"Even

'I'he w~eels ground along bound for a commo~ place. It '1'18.11 gravity. It W8.11 , resietlel!l. Wheels of IxloD! The 
\ 
horses, slJJn and bones, tugged. The men shOVed and pushed the guns. Very little _eating. Few words spoken. A man Baved his breath-he needed It. "The rendezvous - Vlllers·Cotterets Fore8t, near Solssons-was reached. We had run In on time! But our men ..... ere all in. They dropped on the ground as dead. The order was there-' move forward! They moved. They leaped! Something gave them strength -but I' am not writing theology. They faced machine gun fire that was as wind-driven sleet. Thousands fellevery man shot In the breast. "Historians: Why not write that In your school books? 

"Filth," Not "Fourth," Drive. 
The United Btatcs-Hou;atd ~ Rrou'n: D. Appt("tOK d Co. "£hi'lr (German) fourth dl.'lve was a complt'h~ failure. and thf!lr lOBi! of men nnd Buppllc!'I was great. "A slight change an<1 the author Is correct. Make text read "fifth" drive. 

Ludendorff'a Failure. 
motorv of A",~18r.: A_,..,.." Book OO)tlflanU. On JulY 1~ I .. udendorff drove agRtn fl{;"A.inst the eam e pa.rt of the line. 1.'hCf(l! were now eight Amer lenn dlvigions In po.ilion. The dr ive f'lI dead and on July '8 Foch b~gan a count~l·-A.ttn.ck. in whl~h the Americ."nna tool;: a prominent part. "The 'drive tell dead' enough to al-most scare the Allies to death! The enemy was on the verge of cutting our line of colnlnunications. In my judgment. had we heen a day later In reaching Solssons, our histories would tell a very different story! Solllsons was not a f)otmter-attack. 801880ns W8.11 the beginning of the decisive battle that hinged on Verdun and changed the world from monarchies to republics. 

Tile Flank of the Salient. 
Bri.f flistorll of ['nlted Stat'8-A .. cfre",~' J. R, Lip~llkott Coml>anv. On July 18 )j~rC'l~ ("h anlI Amer icnn troops t c(lived or,dl'r~ to .t .. lke I\t the t1l\nk of of the .... Uent ... or ,.edce. driven Into the allied line. near the Mal'ne River. "Solllsons, where the Allies struck. ' 8 about twenty·flve miles from the larne River. A salient doe8 not have \ flank. ~ attack wall made at the )&8e of t1le ~ateau-Thlerry salient. 

The Lme of B.,tUe. 
School lli1ttorv of IT_ited Btate8-Mace: nand, McNa1l1l of Ca. On Jul1 18 the Allied rmiea delivered I mighty ooul\t.r-blow from the Swl.. border to the North a_ ;ta:Vl~ 'g~ G.":~~~" ......"t "On July il General 'a.ngln made ' n &IIsault on a tront of .,!po" tW'_t.,~ ive miles from Chateau-Thlerry to :01880n8. The western front, dependng upon the time It wo.. estimated • .. as over ~ miles from the l!IWlA lord er to the North Sea. 

\ 

The FICht at St. Mlhlel. 
11i1ttorvof U"lttd Btat • .• -Mace.8obarcf ... ; 'a".d> McNa1l1l " Co. There (Ban )4\11101) oo.wO Amerlc&rt, mot :to bellt troops ::ar:::I!r" rh&r~u~a~~~~~III~.~ !"~ ~~~ 

\ 

• million m .... In khaki fought Ilk. horoes for over a month. Thoy drove the Germa.ns re.Unc back towerd the RhIne. "Reeling butt Ww&r4 tIuI Bbllle I .'he Germans conteRed every foot of .round from Va.uquCIifIJ Mountain to )edan. They mlLde a. maetertul retreat. Lt the pelioct ot 'reeling' cove... the .Ime from the turn ot the tide ~ the ;trmlst!ce. they killed ~,OOO American soldier, dUl\1Dg W. time. OUr 101dlen 114 not wea.r khaki. 
~ SIt'datlon at 8eda1l. 

A'm.erieall(· H~<If?-B",,",e o"d 8 ... ,,,,,; D. C. BeG/" of (JO. Tbo GeI'man ott.nIve whl.h had I •• ted s\lle. Marcb had .pent I t!'el r t om t the 



GQmm .. nd~r-In- le ha<1 wn,it.d. On n ~~hlctO:nt:u~~tU tt. c~~~t~ .... -::.r;.en..I:e, With their po.Wo. about Soda.n. the Allle. he14 the .. now MOk of the bottle. BritI.h and }l'rench annl8 Were drlvlDIr the defeRted. . .:1ierman arml ... towkrd tht neck when tR end came. 
"The terrain made It necessary for the Germtuls to .... cuate France put Sedan ~ daWn the )!oael1e River. Our ml~ "'ward Sedan was to capture the road over which the enemy must withdraw. 
Begin ... r.' HilJtorv. ""Io .. oed editionMace; ~and. McNall!l d! Co. Transports ca.rrylng Amprican troops conv6ypd by ba.ttl.ablp.. Th. American troop8 then formed L united army, fighting ulld.r their I own flag. Thoy took over IL I'undred mllea of the tront. relievIng tired Frenchmon. "I never heard of transport\! carrying troops being convoyed by battleship •• The western f!lOnt was over 400 miles long. depending upon the period at ,which it la e.tlmated. During all of 1918 the French held far over one-ha.lf , of the western, battle front and at the ,time of the Battle of Cantlgny they held three-fourths of It. Grouping ItalIans with lI'Mfteh aood P.orI:\IgIMlIe with British. the percentage of battle line held by the Allies at' the end of the month In 1118 ...... Uout,u .~~_~JJ January--Bell1an. 11: lI'i'ell., , British. 25; American. 1. _ . March-Belgian, I; li"rench, 72; 'B i -Ish. 19; A.,mericaD ••• May-Belgian, '; Prench. 75: Br1tIah, 16; American. 11. July-Belgian, IS: French, 63; British. 18; American. 14. September-Belgian. 6: French, 58; British. 18; American, 18. Annlstlc_Belglan. 6; French. M; Br)tlsh. 18; American, 21. 

HutOf'!I 0/ Our O'""'tr?-H~c1<: Amerl-ica" Bo% 0_110IIII' IhIrIIIIr u.. fort7-

\ 

•• ven day. of tho M.u •• -ArROIIIIe battU, there never wao one day of clear Amerlran aunehln •. 
"This obtlern.tlcm cm the weather Is Interestln. and does not. seem to be In the other fifty-one histories examined. 

Our First 'talk In France. 
PrimGrv H~ 0/ tll. 11l\lt... 81.t,_ n .... l(I.r B .... th.r.. The {INt Important tuk that fen to our ahare In P'ranee ..... \0 cover tb. road to Parla a.t ChateauThl.rry. Th. GermlLn. were 'mly forty-t ... 

\ 
rr~~:a f~~e ~u~~J.I and. tbe French "I went to France with the first division of Americans. First In sector, first to fin a .hot at enemy. first to' I attack. first to raid the enemy, first to 

\ 
be raided. first to capture prt.onera first to-infllct caaualtles, first to' 'Uffe~ casualtl .... fim~tCd IilrurlY In Genere.\ 0'fIIIi'I. s ~ •• iWR'U'IIW I have heard of our .. rat lmporta,tlt, task at Chateau-'l'JIl~ Th. ea-! semble sltuatiog. of the Kat'ftB' Chateau.'l'Mert'Y sll11811t cm JQJ.y U, 1918. 6hows the battle line to be about seventy miles lonl.:.. !'Ifty mll.s of thIe battle line. lnclu~ ,Chat ... u-T,hllll'l'f. W&I held b;y the 8xha1l1te4· !rreMh troops; twenty mile. by the A.n\!lr -Ictuls. 

The American 80141er. 
0 ... U"U.d st"t •• -o .. IU.a ... 8U"., .. "" ... dete d! Co. The f1,hUDI .t Sell ... 1I Wood, Ch .. t •• "-'J:'hle,.,,. and In the Arronnt lr'or•• t demonetrated thllt the Amerle .. n solIller with alx montha of trlLlnlns le _re than a. m .. tch for the GfnnlLn vet.1'tIn. ~;k ~~~~D~ ~r~~e =~~ 0:: ~'::t~: InG""ulty. cau ...... IUId aldll. 

f~~~~ia' f~~ i,~~·~ei:~!~~1:t= l1~e the.e when believed by chUdren make ... ork for the Graves :RICIBt1'll.tlAm Service. As .. vetlll'aD ot thTee wan. I ~ve leen tbe tlcrW_ of AiIlerica fade three tlm4!l aa4 eaoap In...,. I,.. to 

t
pave with cemerete fllYery road iD the t!'nlted StatAl_ aa.me 014 atol?' un-prepared~I ___ ~_~ __ ~--



The Slow Prorresl or ut.,. American B~IIWII lIII IIleJllu,toams. *nll at the .:100. ot 1911 ill. Alii .. ..,.re cIohl. IJtlnp 81011'17." • The AIIIe11eI.M "are 
•• ndlnlt over their men In ilrlbleW. • • • 
The dat'lt da¥a of 11118. durlq tllree and 
" halt month. under the 8kl11fUl lea.derahlp 
ot this great 801dler. Wit · J)ll.1ed OUT part 
In a ot.mly retreating defenae. "~4a MIlt to 101dtera by relatives IiiitIhetihbors lea.d them to believe that things were moving In the U. S. A.. During 1917 we managed to get over tbere a battIe fleet, ,Lafayette E8oadrllle. h~pltal units, ambula"ee 

p:t~!:" ... ""~l:.!l:= !fetb;"P'!!:[ and Second Dlvlolono. marlnee as wrll as 
rll\lUlar Infantrymen. m company with chosen French dlvl.lono. In July turned tbe ene~~ek and ... ""d P)U"18 at 
rn..teau- &114 Jlallet.1I Wood." •• ThU 0 n • 0« th". 8ac'\nd B- ttl. 
of~l 

tw 
tb. o.rm • action In wblcb the Americans took par . "Thll hlltory was printed In 1926\ The "rat and Second Dlvlllou nBVel' tought at Cbateau-TllIeft'J!. The engagements 111 B4$l1eau woOd ware partIcIpated 11l : fl:'Plll.u..· t.o~!..~ ele." menta of .. ~,.-,oIlxtll (Yanke.) U4 J'nnch Dlvt .... The Germans evacuated Chate&u-Thlernr as a result of the Burprtae attaok,.aut.h of Sollsoa.. On July 18 the a..aa Cro~ Prince taBUed or4er- to evtC\l&te 1tl .a.l1ent by 1ttaK... Ch&tau-Tblerry Wa.1 _&Ca" b:r _the Germ.... on July 1S ud occuPlilclW ~ .'1'b1l"t7-ninth Jlreach Dlvlston. -OltJlIl:1 u.-tll. Second Divl,1011 wall t_n mU .. fidm Cha.te&u-'l'M, ba.tUe Ine with tile First. Th ( 1I'GIIll'th (IVy). Twenty--alx 'lwenty .. 1&blh (KeYltone). rty-~ at Ar-

~
roW)' Forty •• eo~(Jt&tn l. ~ 
ty-.eventb ( 4.-British aBd other vlatl .. -turnIng U4. of bame bl WOII4 WU'.· 



F. J. Cockburn, Es~., 
!3a!l..'l.c of z.~ontrea1. 
~ontx: &1 .. 

~'" - . Cockb-Ilrn; -

~"ovember 29th, 1925. 

J,ot me aaknowledge wl th thanks 
the reoei~t Of your letter of -ovember 25th. to 
which watt .ehe<t cert~in ver intaraf>tlng oll:ppin es 
f'ron th~ ·;ev.r YorJ{ '.i1.rnefl. 

I cordially approve of your sant
inc these cl!PTtlneS to Dr. :lchols<>n 3S the Seorotary 
of tho 'i'sxt 1'001. COJ'!lfIittoa, lth <.1f-;h ! l\M sorry' that 
!n YOt lott r ~o him JOu said you pro umod he was 
tha r.G!:!)C)n~ ibla T!lember of the TeJ.:t Book COmr.li t tee that 
hose t"ese t xt book. You .ere wrong there and 

unf~!r to Dr. r~ohol on. He fa no More resronsible 
than on:r oth x' net'lbor o.f the ~ext loole ComMittee and 
ho wrote t 0 letter ~hich a~perred in the ~cntreal 
I)ross not as Cl> member of the C ommi ttoe, but as Seoretary 
of the Corn~itte~ and ~herefo~e voicil. the Committee's 
opinion. 

I hnve alwsYR t01d you my own 
pos\tlon as R member of the Council pf Public Instruo
tion.. ~ thorou~hly d15~T.~rov of lest's History and 
1. may say the D pnrtrn.nt OD Hintory at !cGl11 also 
hnd 0 and rnned 1 t 11anirnol's 1 ' • ., 

Yours fBithfully, 

Prinoipal. 



# F.J.COCKBURN 

• BANK OF MONTREAL 

MONTREAL 

Twenty-fifth 
November 

1926 

Dear Sir Arthur Currie, 

I enclose copy of a letter I am 

sending to Doctor Nicholson about the Great 

War in American histories together with a 

copy of the article from the New York Times 

and I hope you will be interested. 

Yours faithfully, 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C .M.G. ,K.S .B. ,LL.D. , 
McGill University, 

Montreal. 



De ctor 1en 1 on, 

T enty-flfth 
ove er 
1926 

Yours f 1 thful!.y _ 

:r . . icholaon . .oq • • L.L .D • • 
eGill University , 

ont cal . 


