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The bon, and ‘Rev. b. 3. Codvy, .D,, LL.D,
President

October 18, 1933

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,
Principal, MeGill University,
Montreal.
My dear 3ir Arthur;
I have just had a talk with Professor Chester

Martin, head of our department of history, on the subject of lir.

Fisher's projzcted "History of the Parliaments of Great Britain and

Ireland®, I have given him the copy of your reply to Mr. Fisher.

As a matter of fact Professor Martin has received no communication
whatever on the subject from either Mr. Fisher or Mr. Buchan, so that
we are entirely in the dark as to what definite proposition is beforse
us, Professor Martin tells me that we cannot at the moment finance
adequately similar researches into the history of our own Parliaments
in Canada. It would be quite impossible under present circumstances
to finance the necessary expense involved in carrying out such an
undertaking as Mr. Fisher has suggested to you.

Professor Shotwell's proposal about research into
American and Canadian relations is definite and practicable.
understand that it is rapidly assuming form.

In regard to Mr. Fisher's proposal we would be very
glad to have from him further informatiom on both the finaneial and
academic sidessbefore we could make any definite decision.

With kind regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,

K- 9 Geo

President.




President’s Office.

October 16, 1933
General Sir Arthur Currie, GeColaGay
MeGill University,
Montreal, Q.
My dear Sir Arthur;

I have not yet been able to see Professor Martin
in regard to Mr. Fisher's proposal,. He has been having trouble with
his teeth and has not been available. I shall see him as soon as
possible.

Our Engineering Society, one of the largest and

most vigorous of such organisations among the undergraduates, is very

anxious to have you address them on the evening of December 5th. I

very gladly support their invitation, and hope that you may be able to

come., You would have an enthusiastic audience of five or six hundred

men and the whole staff in Applied Science.

Look ing forward to the pleasure of having you with

us on the 11th November, Believe me,

Faithfully yours,

President,
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President’s Office.

The Hon, and Rev. B, 3. Cody, ».D., LL.D.
President

August 31, 1933

Iy dear Sir Arthur,
As far as I know we have not yet received

any intimation from Mr. Buchan about the proposed History of

the Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland. At first sight

T

I would agree with your impression of the scheme., It would be
very difficult for members of our history staff to undertake such
a share in the work without actually going to England. All our
history people are away at the moment, but as soon as Chester
Martin returns I shall discuss the matter with him and then write
to you.

I hope you have had a good summer and are feeling
in the best of health. I had a most interesting trip to England
and to Italy. With warmest personal regards, I am,

Faithfully yours,

President.

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, G.CelMeGe,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Q.
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McCGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

October 3rd., 1933,

Dear xSir Arthur,-

The question of the University, through our Depart-
ment, undertaking a section of the proposed co-operative History of
the British Parliament, has already been, so Adair tells me, the sub-
ject of a lengthy correspondence between himself and Basil Williams.

I have not seen the correspondence; but I gather from Adair that he

feels involved in the plan to the point of virtually being commissioned

to lay before you the views and wishes of the English editors and prom-
oters of the scheme. For that reason I thought it would save time if I
asked Adair to return to you the letters from H. A. L. Fisher and others
whenever he has his interview with you on the subject.

I way say that the plan seems to impose upon the Univ-
ersity the expense of undertaking the ke printing and publishing of a
sizable two volugpe work. The editorial preparation could not be done in
Montreal, for the necessary material is not available here. It could be
undertaken only in London, England,- a procedure which would further in-
volve the funds of the university as well as the time of one member of
our Department (between one and two years) to an extent which I don't
think we could possibly consider.

With kind regards,

Very truiz/xgurﬁ;

C. E. FRYER,




Inter-department Correspondence

From
Tue Principar anp Vice-CHANCELLOR,
McGire UniversiTy,

MonTREAL.

PRINCIPAL. AND VICE-CHANCELLOR;
SiR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.

matter with
History Department
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tThen see me ab ) 1 BRI QAL e .0 the month.

Ever yours

gr, C.E.Fryer,

Chairman of the Department of History




The Warden's Lodgings,
New College, Oxford.

28.7.33

My dear Sir Arthur Currie,

There is a great desire on the part
of the promoters of this great historical enterprise which is
patronised hy some leading Parliamentary people that the
chief Universities of the Dominions should bear their part
both on the side of scholarship and on the side of finance,
and in Canada notably the Universities of MeGill ang Toronto.

My friend John Buchan has undertaken
to write to Toronto and I have been asked to enguire of you
whether McGill might be willing to undertake both on the
side of research and on the side of finance to be responsible
for the period between 1832 and 1864,

I have written to Professor Basil
Williams who knows MeGill 80 well to bespeak his assistance
with your historical Professors. There is, eof course, no

immediate hurry about the decision, The matter will, of

course, have to be gone into carefully. The general Editor
who will be responsible is

The Right Honourable
Josiah Wedgewood, M.P.,
House of Commons,
S.W.l.

With very kind regards and all
good wishes

Yours very sincerely

H.A.L, Fisher




HISTORY OF PARLIAMENT.

SUMMARY OF SCHEME.

The idea is to provide a record of past Parliaments in Great Britain and Ireland which shall give
the names and lives of those who formed Parliament. The working and Acts of each Parliament will
be summarised, so that public opinion in each age may be understood, and so that the influence -
of individual and party on the institution can be seen. And the lists will contain all those who sat in
either House with the offices they held. But the main object is to have the identity of the Members
determined so that they can be classified as to age, experience of Parliament and office, interest, family
connections and party. By this means the action and reaction of governed on governors, of executive
on democracy, can be traced from age to age. No historian has dealt or can deal with the composition
of Parliament, or of any single Parliament in the present state of our knowledge ; and the knowledge

of each Parliament reveals human society at that date.

The object of the work is historical, sociological, political, even genealogical, but mainly to examine
and explain the development of those democratic institutions which must remain our chief contribution

to liberal ideas and human progress.

To carry out such a work is beyond the powers of any one historian, beyond the means of any
one publisher. Each historian must deal with his own period, and the co-operation of learned endow-
ments in both Great Britain, the Dominions and America must be obtained, in default of Government
aid, to finance and supervise the work. It is hoped that H.M. Government will see to printing, publica-
tion ‘and issue, once the material is compiled and edited. It is hoped that the Dominions and America

will take on responsibility for certain periods.

It is proposed to break up the history into seventeen periods and to include parallel studies of
Scottish and Irish Parliaments before the Union, and to close the work at the end of the Great
War. These periods are roughly as follows : 1240-1326, 1327-1360, 1361-1399, 1399-1437, 1439-1504,
1510-1558, 1559-1601, 1603-1639, 1640-1660, 1661-1686, 1688-1714, 1714-1760, 1761-1802, 1802-1831,
1832-1864, 1865-1892, 1892-1918.

While the general lines of what each historian is to record will be indicated, each will be allowed
latitude, within generous limits of space, to take his own line in his commentaries and in such expansions

and excursions as Appendices permit.

At least two volumes will be required for each period. The first will contain the general com-
mentary on and summary of the period. This will be followed by a list of each Parliament in
turn, prefaced by the commentary on and summary of that Parliament, and by a statement of its methods
and operations. The second volume, providing in fact the raw material for the first, will contain bio-
graphical notes on all the members of that period. The lists themselves will give, beside the name, some
slight indication of office, interest, party or identity as well as the usual stars or asterisks to distinguish
old from new members. By-elections will follow the general election list, and will be arranged

in Chronological order. Polls and contests will be shown probably in footnotes to the Lists.

In each period special attention will be paid to the nature, distribution and growth of constituencies,
and the varying methods of election, payment and control—to the relations between elected and electors
as well as the relations between elected and the Crown or Executive. The sequence, consequence and
precedence of the King’s Ministers and their use of an influence in either House will also obtain special
attentions, as well as the actual working of the parliamentary machine. But the historian of each period
will know well what ever-changing feature will call for especial attention in a work which breaks ground
so new that only general principles can be laid down.
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perhaps more than all
of the summer vacation.

We clearly cannot be so generous now sin the appropriation of this Faculty
for travelling expenses tha ar was $1500 plus the special grant to
Professor Waugh, whilst this year we have cut these appropriations down to
$800. I am quite willing to recammend, therefore, that we should pay
Professor Adair's full expenses from England to Warsaw and return, but I do
not think that we should pay any larger amount.

The practice of financing the travelling expenses of

members of the Faculty, especially during the summer months, is distinctly

difficult to manage fairly. Most of these conferences, especially in the

United States, are really made an occasion for permitting younger members in
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