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McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF ARTS

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY N i T o =
repruary
o

Sir Arthur Cu )f,;
MeGill Universi

Dear Sir Arthur,

I have received your letter of February
6th, Will you please accept for yourself and also convey

to the Finance Committee my thanks for the very generous
contribution towards my expenses in counecflon with the
forthcoming nlqtorlcal COHLPYPHC at Oslo. So far as I can
tell at nresent it will be possible for me to attend; and
I will do i my oeqt to uphold the reputation of McGill and

for tnat uatter of Oaﬂaua, of which I may be the sole
representative,

Yours faithfully,

/PZ/, (;—T /KZQQVxAﬁ%ﬂKL







Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal ‘ Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15

!

The

Graduates’ Society of McBill Aniversity

Publishers of ** The McGill News "'

November 2, 1932.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.Ge, KeC.Bos,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

MeGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Sir :

Recently the Ottawa Valley Graduates'
Society held their annual meeting, which we are
informed was quite a successful one, and they enjoyed
hearing from Doctor Simpson, who went there as their
Guest=of-Honour.

During the course of the meeting
the following resolution was proposed by
Mr. R. Ts Bowman, seconded by Miss Jean Matheson,
and unanimously carried:

"That this Society expresses its regret
to the University suthorities in connection
with the recent death of Professor Waugh."

I was asked to advise you in regard to
this resolution,

Faithfully yours,

Executive Secretary







The late Professor William Templeton Waugh,

‘rofessor W, T. Waugh died suddenly of heart failure at
his home in Montreal on the 16th October of this year. He died
at a moment early in the best years of his 1ife)when much achieve=-
ment yet lay before him, None the less he leaves at the age of
48 a record,which most men would be proud to leave as the record
of a whole life. This is not solely in published works ard
scholarly reputation, of which he leaves mach, but also in the in-
fluence upon his fellows of a great heart, a fine mind -- a wise,
strong and beneficent bhumanity. There can be no consolation for
the loss of this man,

Professor Waugh was born at Falrfield, Manches ter, England
in 1884, He wént to the Fulneck ioravian School, Yorkshire, and
then to Manchester University, which was st that time building wup
the greatest school of mediseval history in Great Britain under the
leadership of Professors Tout and Tait. He became Assistant Lec-
turer in History at Manchester, and in 1915 went to Queens Univer-
sity, Belfast, as Acting Professor of History. Very shortly,
however, he joined the staff of the War Trade Intelligence Depart-
ment and there rendered most valuable service.

»

When Professor Waugh came to MeGill in 1922 as Associate
Professor of History a new epoch was opening here in that study.

His introduction of the eritical standards of the best mchool of
mediaeval history in England gave MeGill students an advantage
superior to that offered by meny far larger institutions. At
MeGill the History Honours School, for this end other reasons, came
in a remarkably short Space of time, to rank with the best schools
in the Arts Faculty. Few men combine successful teaching with
successful writing and research: Professor Waugh was one of those
few, and emcelled among them, Stimula ting, broad and erystal-clear
88 a writer, he shewed identical qualities as a lecturer. But

@ was far more than a successful lecturer: more intimate associa-
tion with him gave those, who had the good fortune to have it, the
opportunity of observing the innermost process of sound judgment.
Waugh had a unique gift of shewing to the educable the very sub-
stance of sane, mature thinking -- his own thinking. Here, at

the core of his intelleet, flourished those qualities whose solid
manifestation is to be seen throughout his career, whose ultimate
possibilities were reaching fulfilment st MeGill when he died.
He was, in a word, wise.

AS his mind was, so was his spirit. Those who were in-
spired by him intellectually ~- and they were very many, far more
Probably than ceme within his more intimate circle =-- were bound
in allegiance to him also as & person. He was a man who inspired
immedia te confidence, followed readily and often by devotion.
Those who loved him were of all kinds, reflecting the breadth of
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his own character. His students knew his rare qualities: his
patience, his tolerance, his utter integrity, his wit, his ori-
ginality. A man whose time could easily have been entirely
consumed upon his own studies, he never denied it to his students:
he had indeed a peculiar facility in welcoming even the humblest =-
even the delinguents., His personal interest was readily aroused:
he was ever ready to champion the unfortunate, to bear the cares

of others: he never failed to aporeciste a student's abilities,
and readily understood the vagaries of youth. When he succeeded
Professor Basil Williams as Kingsford Professor in 1925, additional
cares might have been expected to force him to withdraw somewhat
from his students. Far from this occurring, the number of those
who had recourse to him was increagggl:D

; (E;figggzzgé late Professor T. F. Tout, Professor Waugh's
old master, visited MeGill. He was brought to the MeGill History
Club and there met Professor Waugh's students. He had himself
been the leader of a great school of history, and was greatly im-
pressed with Professor Waugh's achievement.,

But Professor Waugh's influence extended far beyond the

History School. He was beloved of all the students and of the
staff, He was interested in student literary ventures: the
Players' Club, from its foundation till his deeth counted him a
wise counsellor. the same is true in many other spheres.
In 1930 he even took part)in the Red and White Revue. With his
colleagues too he was very popular. Sir Arthur Currie has sa=id
"I found in him a very valuable adviser, One knew that he had a
fund of common sense, and oné always felt he advised in = most un-

fish way.™  His influence throughout the University was &n-
admirable one. He was t.e champion of sanity, dignity and un-
Compromising fair play.

in Montreal at large he was a popular and influential
figuare, (The writer recalls a public lecture by him a good many
Jears ago on Mediaeval life, and the great interest he was able
to evoke in that rather remote subject. Not least attractive was
1ts whimsical presentation: it included a song of the period,
"Sumer is icumen in" rehdered by Professor Waugh himself .} He
was a great success as Chairman of the Forum Club, where his broad
culture was highly valued. (He is indeed remembered widely for
his services there: the writer recently received a commanication
from a prominent English journalist who lectured at the Forum and
was deeply impresséd with Professor ‘augh} Recently too his sac~
tivities were being extended to embrace all Canada with his lecture
tour across the continent in 1925, and the publication of his “ife

: e atite | W*fg‘ MG ok Selhian.

.~ As a scholar Professor "augh was known wherever history
is sFudled. He was a great mediasevalist even at the age of 48,
and it is sad to think of what he might have achieved and now cannot.




He was one of the few Mancheste: men, who made
syatem of that sch001 w] y his instrument
méster. His charaeter shewe early s works
ies natura 11'7 Were given to mediseval hist ¥, b he could

genersal ,L Ol Germany the s ) sh con-
: Canada, or a A history of his °Cqﬁal ﬂlE
patience and Eh&@uiﬁUhe appeared both in é&n extreme care for truth
in the simple rhythm of his style, a i 1s un fﬂpin& choice of
phrasing. He|shewed the same judg énalysis and synthesis.
Flights of imaginative theory were not an atta¢ducnt 01
thoadn he could make the shrewd guess on occasion,
terlstie of him that, though a master of me thod, he scorned
"me thodology”. He said that historical method was Just common-

sense,

If this notice deals muach in Superlatives -- whieh I
rather fear Waugh mig zht have deorecated == 1t is the weakness of
the writer hlm@elf But apology is out of place: Professor Waug
' c'nnot truly be deseribed otherwise, His death at 48 must cause
unrelieved bitterness to all who loved him, It is & tragic loss
to McGill and to Canada, To the study of mediaeval history it
is a calamity. ;
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APPRECIATIONS
Professor Powicke, Regius Professor ol
Modern History at Oxford, writes of Pro-
fessor Waugh, of whom_ an obituary |

notice appeared in The Times on Tues-

n\h.lL. .md Mmmu
Ithough his

wider 16 neve ] a slipshc

unconsidered ju \ to pass his
an authority on German
and on the ecclesiastical history of the
period. His last published work ap-
in the latest volume of the ** Cambridge
1l History,” and he had i ind a volume
A Middle res which, it is to be |
was left reac C publicatic Yet
ps his most remarkable work
n and completion of the t :
History of King Henry V. He pulled
liscursive material together, added
| generously of his own, and made a permanent
| contribution to our history.

England s not had a sounder or more
| reliable scholar, and the Manchester History
School is rightly proud of him. Waugh was a
devoted and jefatigable teacher, and only his
pupils and colleagues in Montreal can realize
| to the full the loss which the academic world
has suffered by his death. He was a clear and |
capable public lecturer and a good debater. His
| pungent interventions in tl Anglo-American
historical conferences and elsewhere added
reality to discussion. He was a sensitive, affec- |
tionate, modest man, and a delightful com-
panion. Now and then he was inclined 1o tak
| pleasure in his own austerity and to give ple
| to a caustic tongue, but, while he might en
I barrass his friends, he could never shake their
appreciation of his goodness and his learning.

Professor E. F. Jacob, Professor of
Medieval History at Manchester,

I writes: —

The death of Professor Waugh i1s a sernous
l loss to medieval history, and to fifteenth- |
century studies in particular. Though he \\m%u! I
at a "LL\I (l stance Ill‘l'ﬂ ILL(‘!I\ sources, ‘..-MI was
only able to pay occasional \nﬂ‘\ to the gre:
English libraries and collections, there were
men more be trusted in the- sphere
medieval politi a diplomatic .1'\lm\
contit af nof Dr. J. H. Wy

W Aikask SUCLeosibl Plece oL
worl\ : he aughl Wylie's spirit without Wylie’s
| attractive, if sometimes exasperating, diffuseness.

There was a fine.tenseness, a nervous strength

about his writing which 1s specially to be seen
in his recently published book on Europe, from |

1378-1494. He had a scrupulous and accurate
| mind, which never, however, fussed over irrele-
| vant detnil : he was critical without being |
| destructive, and he could draw a broad outline

without a misplaced or over-stated generaliza-
tion.  Perhaps his great care and nicety of
judgment prevented him from launching out at
| times into the deep. He may occasionally have |
| carried critical caution to its limits, but this was
| in the true and salutary tradition of the school
of history in which he was brought up. He will |
| be sorely missed by all workers in the last period |
of the Middle Ages, and by his Manchester
friends in part iuxlm'. Fortunately he had com- |
| pleted his work for the .lmbrld re Medieval
| Histor part of which \\'1! be !‘:\rlin_om:m. in |
the next volume. His reviews of Conciliar
publications’ show us 'what we may expect from
his -survey of . the /General Councils of the |
fifteenth century.

Professor Basil Williams, Professor of |
History at Edinburgh, writes: —

In. Professor . Waugh McGill. University has
lost a teacher of history she could ill spare. . A
pupil of Tout's at Manchester and with sub-
sequent experience in teaching, he had broadened
his outlook on life by his work in the notable
department of War Trade Intelligence, the resort
of so many distinguished scholars, before he
went to ‘McGill 10 years ago. From the first
he contributed greatly to the improvement of
history lm;hm;, there, by his helpful sympathy
with his pupils® di ficulties and the genial sense
of humour which illuminated his lectures. It is
to"be feared that his death may be partly due/
| to his unremitting devotion to this work. In

term-time he did not spare himself with his

classes or in spreading a love of history outside
the university ; and every summer vacation save
| one, he came to England to study materials for |
| his books at the Record Office or the British

Museum. For he always believed that in the

interests of McGill and to maintain his high

standard of teaching. it was essential for him to
keep the stimulus of original work of his own.
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PROFESSOR WAUGH

His Work at McGill
University

finances of

[ To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian.

m ] 1r Oy

ole-hearted I'here must be in E
vach i
g SPecls

|
{
f ; : ;
onomic | people who have had the privi e of
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time the History Honours School ranked | s
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“DAVIES’S” 5,Sussex PLACE,
VERNON W.DAVIES HYDE PAR K,W.2.

TEL.PADDINGTON 3352.

October 20th, 1932.

Dear Sir Arthur Currie,

I expect I am one of many who will write
to you as principal officer of the university to
record their deep sense of loss at the untimely
death of Professor Waugh. In this MEGill is
indeed bereft, and, as a graduate, owing very
much to him, I ask you to accept my sympathy for
yourself and all other members of the university.

To Professor Waugh I owe the greatest
benefits I received at McGill both in my studies
and in much else besides. Since I left McGill
he has been my staunch friend and wise adviser in
all I have undertaken. It seems impossible that
he is no longer here. Only two months ago I was
with him here in London. His death is a source
of unrelieved bitterness to me, far greater in that
it is so sudden and utterly premature.

I am, S1r,

Yours sincerely,

Rushton Coulborn, B

o Biny
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McGILL UNIVERSITY

Office of the Principal
and Vice Chancellor.

Oetober 17,2032,

The sudden and entively unexpected death of Professor
Waugh, Chairman 0£°:;l Department of Histeory skx¥ssi3k, is a
$ragie loss 1o ﬁziiéiiVGraity. Por ten years he has been
a valued member of our staff, coming to MeCGill from Mancolester,
England, in 19828, Three years later, on the resignation of
rrofessor Basil “illiams, now of Edinburgh University, Profeser
Waugh was sppointed Kingsford Professor of History and Chairman
of the Department.

Professor Waugh was an inspiring and stimmlating teacher,

and a Wwrilliant sehelar, not only in history bdut in the classics

as well. His ospecial interests lay in the field of Mediaeval
and Constitutional History, where he was universally regarded
ag a world aunthority. He had, even when he came %o us,

an established reputation as an able writer; and that reputation
has been greatly enhanced in recent yearas. Only this summer
he published several works of great merit and interest. 4All his
writings shewed great clearness of $hought and an emviable
facility of expression. He wae a tremendous worker, never
sparing himeelf, despite his somewhat frail csonstitution.
To the Xhamzxzx hunftreds of students who have sat at his feet

during his twenty-two years of teaching, his scholsrship, his

dovotion to duty, his 1iterary adility, his high standards and
ideals must have left o lasting impreoseion of s way of 1ife worth
emulating.

Professor Weugh wase very loyal to this University. Several
times he recelved flattering offers to aceept Chairs in other well-
known universities on this Continent and in England, but he chose




McGILL UNIVERSITY

Office of the Principal
and Vice Chancellor.

to remain here, and we looked forward to many more

years of his collaboration and friendship.

No one on our staff could be more sorely mis sed

than he, for he had the respect, the admiration and

the affection of all his colleagues and students.

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to his wife and

daughter,




