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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Secretary June 21 ® 1929
V. LANSING COLLINS

Assistant to the Secretar)
GORDON G. SIKES

Professor Hendel has informed me that he is an

applicant for a Professorship in MeGill University and has asked me to

say a few words to you about him,

Mr.Hendel was a student of mine both in his under-
graduate and graduate years, At that period of his career all his
teachers regarded him as an exceptionally brilliant student and felt
sure that he had the promise in him of g distinguished future., This
promise has been extraordinarily well fulfilled,

He has already published books whiech have won him
high praise from distinguished scholars, At the present time he has ale-
most completed the manusceript of another large volume which when publishe
ed will no doubt add to his reputation as a scholar and writer,

In addition to his literary and scholarly ability
he has a singularly fine enthusiasm for teaching ~ & real desire to have
young minds feel the power and the majesty of the finer things of life,

His training has been exceptionally thorough. He has
been under the influence of the best we ecould give him at Princeton and
has also studied in France and Germany. He reads their languages just
about as he would his own, In addition one may say that his training
at least as a graduate student was far more British than American, He
was the outstanding student of Professor Kemp-Smith of Edinburgh Univer-
sity and of Professor Bowman of Glasgow, These men,I know,had and have

the very highest opinion of him,

I may say that his health is excellent and hig
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PRINCETON NEW JERSEY
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Secretary
V. LANSING COLLINS

Assistant to the Secretary
GORDON G. SIKES

capacity for work exceptional, He never spares himself in ful-
filling every possible obligation which his profession lays upon
him, He has a natural hatred of the wvulgar and the common place

and lives a strenuous but happy life in the service of his

It is a pleasure- -to be able to write all thi

with so much sincerity.

Very cordially yours,

7
e
/(},MV ﬁginm@«fiwzf O A~ L

Chairman of the Deépartment of
Philosophy in Princeton University

Sir Arthur W Currie,
Principal and Vice~Chancellor
McGill University

Montreal, Canada,




76 Murray Place,

Princeton N.J.
June 21,1929
Dear 8ir Arthur:-

[his morning I wired you!I shall meke application
and letters of recommendation will follow! On a separate sheet enclosed
with this letter to you is one more formal and offieial,

President Hibben understood thewaughly how
you are placed and appreciated your offer of an explanation through
me, I have been able to show them "the way out" for themselves,
in the matter of disposing of my work amongst other instructors.

If I am favored with the appointment,we shall part here the best

of friends, In truth,Princeton feels herself honored that one of her
men should be considered for this significant post with you., That
sentiment relieves my mind. of its compunctions,

In order to provide you and your Committee with
some evidence I am asking a number of persons to send testimonials.The
President himself offered gladly to write onejthe Dean of the Faculty,
Dean Eisenhart who acts as Vice~President; Paul Elmer lMore,the classical
scholar who is well-known in Oxford and s man of letters,though his
views and my own are pretty well oppositejand a few others, I may have

Professor R B C Johnson,the Chairman of our Department,write you,although

I should not be surprised if he does not,because he is very much upset

by the necessity of having to provide for my place and is extremely

nervous, We are having another conference this afternoon where I hope
to make him feel more at ease-so you see we are friends, In addition,
there may come one or two from men of affairs in the community,who ean
say what they will,with detachment from academic life,about my interests
and activities in the civie affairs of this community,

My expenses to lMontreal and return,- total $50.59.

I should be glad to pay half of this myself,since it is a mutual affair.




to Iady Currie and

May I,in closing, express my appl

yourself for the kind

with you, During the
will come to lMontreal a me-s 5, Our address from

June will be:

-

Care of Mrs.Isabelle Leonard,
- I
RDg# 2

Brandon,

Vermont,

Sir Arthur W Currie,

Principal and Vice=Chancellor,
McGill University,

Montreal




The Department of Philosophy
Princeton University
Princeton N.J.
June 21,1929

I wish to apply for the Chair of Moral Philosophy
in McGill University,and state in the following sentences my record
and experience,

Graduated from Princetom with degree of Litt B in 1913,having a
record of all first group in every subject taken throughout the
course of four years,
1913-4 spent abroad in travel,study of art,architecture,history,
and atiending one semester at Marburg University,Germany, shadying
under Paul Natorp and Nicholai Hartmann,and one winter semester at
Paris,attending the conferences especially of Janet and of Hemri
Bergson at the College de France,
1915-8 Attended the Graduate School of Princeton University as
University Fellow, Was awarded a Proctor Fellowship at the conclusion
of the two years but rel#@uished it because of marriage Sept.1916.
1916 Completed graduate study at Princeton,thesis on David Hume's
Religious Philosophy,and degree of Ph D,
1917 June entered the American Army,78th Division,as private,advan-
ced through grades of non-commissioned officer,attended officer's
training school,assigned to Camp Lee Virginia,training replacements,
and finally assistant to the Morale Officer at Camp Lee,at the time
of Armistice
1918-9 Instructor of Philosophy at Williams College,Williamstown
Massachusetts,

1919-1929 Assistant Professor,Associate Professor of Philosophy
at Princeton University, one~half year spent on leave in
Europe,

My teachers have been Professor Norman Kemp Smith,now Professor of
Logic,The University of Edinburgh; Professor A A Bowman,Professor of
Moral Philosophy,The University of Glasgow;Professor Warner Fite,
Stuart Professor of Ethies,Princeton University,

Publications:

In Preparation: a work on Jean Jacques Rousseau j
An essay to a collaborative volume to be dedicated
to Josiah Royece,on Contemporary American Idealism

S8teps have been taken toward collaboratiom in research

with departments of History,Politics and Economics,on the subject:
The Causes of War,

Sir Arthur W Currie, Respectfully submitted,
Principal and Vice Chancellor ﬁz @ ;h9¢/2; / (
McGill University,Montreal

Canada.
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76 Murray FPlace,
Princeton N.J.
June 14,1929

Sir Arthur:-
In reply to your letter of June 10th I have

already sent a 'day-letter',to say that I should be very please
to come to Montreal, I asked,at the same time,whether June 27th
will be early ehough, The Commencement of Princeton is over on the
18th,and I expect to arrive in summer quarters in Vermont on the
=23rd, so that the date I suggest is the most convenient for me.
If a few days later make no difference to you,I might ask for that
additional grace.

What you say about the Professorship of lioral
Philosophy is very interesting., It happens that my wife's family
hails from Canada,and from the neighborhood of lMontreal, I am
desirous of having her visit with me, though without putting any
additional burden of entertainment upon you,

I thank you for your letter,and hope to meet

with you soon,

Yours faithfilly v
@444{Q fZ¢94Z2&AL(/L

P.S. Bummer residence,after June 20th: Whiteledge,R.D.2yBrandon,Vt,

Sir Arthur W Currie,
?he.Prlncipal and Vice-Chancellor
McGill University,
Montreal,Canadg




June 10, 1920.

Professor C.W. Hendel,
Princeton University,
Princeton, N.Js, Usd.hs

Dear Professor Hendel,

There 1s en opening here et present in the Maedonald
Chair of Moral Philosophy pending the retirement of Dr. Williem Caldwell,
who has been Professor of Morasl Philosophy in this University for the last
twenty-five years. The Department of Philosophy is a small one, composed,

until now, of Dr. Caldwell and the Dean of the Faculty, and mmch of the Dean's

time is occupied with his official duties. We hope, however, that this

Department may became of inereasing influence in the University in the future.

There 1s & c¢lass of over one hundred students in the sophomore yesr, but in
the upper classes the attendance during receant vears 11_:18 not been large, I
suggest, therefore, that the Department has ample room to grow and I Xnow that
Dr. Celdwell's successor will be given the fullest freedom to meke his work a
success, I am writing to you % Bay that we should be pleased if you will
visit us at McGill at some early future date, I need scarcely add thet we

will pey all reasonsble expenses of your trip. Montreal is & very pleasant




C.W,.Hendel,

summer city and if you

T

ew days so much the better,

Kndly let me know if vou care to come and, if so, when it will de most

convenient for you to do so.

Tours very truly,
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CHARLES W. HENDEL, Jr.

_Aﬂl Sorseansobad
NATIONALITY: American
PRESENT POSITION: Associate Professor of Philosophy, Princeton University

ERIENCH: 1913, Litt. B. (Princeton); all first group in every subject
in four years.

1913~1914, sbroad in travel

1915-1916, University Pellow, Graduate School, Princeton

1916, Ph.D. Princeton; thesis on David Hume's Religious
Philosophy

1918-1919, Instructor of Philosophy, Williems College
1919-1929, Assistant Professor, Associate Professor of
Philosophy, Princeton University.

Well known in Princeton community

Orggni zed and is Chairman of Princeton Gommittee on Public Safety.
1917 to Armistice -~ American Army.

#3¢udies In The Philosophy of David Hume™
WHume: Selections™

Fofthcomingz "Rousseaus Selections”

In preparation: "Rousgeau: An Bssay on Contemporary imerican Idealism",

JOHN GRIER HIBBEN: " The most promising of the undergraduates who came under
Preosident, Princeton my kmowledge in Philosophy for over a period of 20
University. years of teaching. He has & brilliant mind and a very
rich background of philosophical knowledg@esesess
Successful in his teachingeesssse has taken an active
part in the....,. affhirs of the University..sesss.
Has an excellent literary style".

LeP» BISERHART,

Dean of the Faculty. "Has always been deeply interested in proposing and
helping to carry out plans for the improvement of the
scholastic standing of the University. Has taken
a great interest in his students.”

R.B.C+ JOHNSON,
Chairman of the " Has published books which have won him high praise
Department of from dlistinguished scheolars. Has almost completed
Philosophy, Princeton. the manusoript of another large volumessssssssss
He has been under the influence of the best we could
give him at Princeton and has also studied in France
and Gemmany...«... Was the outstanding student of
Professor Kemp~Smith of Edinburgh and of Professor
Bowman of Glasgow."
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July 4th, 1929,

Professor A, A, Bowman,
Department of Moral Philosophy,
The University,

a1 Qoamdl A
ulaSgng wOoU L.!and.e

Thank you for your letter
of June l4th, to which was attached your appreciation
of the cualifications of Hendel, Porteous, Phillips

and Brown.

Tou will be interested to
learn that since my return we have had visits from
both Hendel and Porteous, both of whom left a very
favourable impression upon the Committes. 1 have
already offered to Hendel the Chairmanship of the
Department and he has accepted. He will come to us
on September 1lst., I hope in & day or so to make
Porteous an offer to come as Hendel's assistant. It
seems to me they would make & splendid team - one
complementary to the other. Hendel is 39 and Porteous
is 33, Hzving them here, I believe we can look
forward to a Department of Moral Philosophy that not
only would be favouradbly regarded in the philosophical
world, but would exercise a profound influence among
the students of MecGill and also in 2all those other
natlonal activities swayed dy University men. I never
saw two young men whom I liked better on first
acquaintance - clean, manly felloys, earmest and
sincere, full of enthusiasm, andyVed I am told by
those fully gualified to judge, have a profound
knowledge of their subject. I shall write at once
to ¥"hite and to Phillips. I liked them both dut
Phillipe has the greater charm.







March 28, 1933,

v

Professor C.V, Hend
Department of Philo
MeGill Universitye.

Dear Professor Hendel,

ng %o your note of the 26th
may 1 say that I am disappointed that I have not attended
all the lectures given by you on Rousseau and his

prhilosophies. I heard the whole course referred to iIn
the kindest terms. It is not often sueh =2 course calls

forth an editorial in the Gazette. I congratulats you
g

most heartily.

Y

Referring t : riday afternoon,

yYou did exactly what I wished vou to ds I should not
have been late and I wou : J t embharassed had you
paused in your lecture,
With all good wishes,
I

Yours faithfully,

Principal




g Mr@ill Rniversity

FACULTY OF ARTS
MEMORANDUM .. March 26,1988

Dear SirArthur:-

- You favoured me with a visit to the one lecture in
the series which I do not think successful, I had hoped you would
attend the preceding one,on Educetion and a Moral Philosophy. It was
a stand for "the old fashioned" ideas on which we were speeking one
lunch-time on the way to the Faculty Club, That one,dealing with the
major experiences of a life rightly-lived,hss evoked comments even from
prarents of my pupils,who have sctuslly sent me messsges of approval,

It may also interest you to know that the young woman sbout whom
youw ere spesking on that occasion at lunch came up to borrow the
copy of the lecture on Education ete,,which she missed, It would have
been better for her to have hegrd it,since the writing is composed
for hearing not for seeing. 1 have still the final view of the whole
philosophy of Rousseau to give,

I trust I did the proper thing to continue speaking upon your
arrival, Sometimes I am not sure of the customs and tradition of the
University. But where I was brought up we were taught to attend to
our subject on such an occasion,

Yours falthfully, V.
C I (Loccal

C W Hendel




Mr@Gill Mniversity

FACULTY OF ARTS

P,S5, There has been a demand for a course of Public Lectures like
the above on the Philosophy of Plato, I intend to put this up

to Professor MaeLennan,since it is in his particular field., And
next year,it is my plani he is to "have the floor" and mske himself

known not only to his classes in philosophy but also the the
public at large,in some such series of Lectures,

It is my belief that the Department of Philosophy owes
such public utterance, that it should "keep in touch" with the
world around us,

I believe you approve of that, And I hope you will
excuse my trespassing upon your attention with this little note,

ot
o, -
C 7/




THE PHILOSOPHY OF ROUSSEAU.

sor Hendel, of MeGill Unive

rice to all students in one

work and philos

Rousseau. Justly has it been said

1 is one of those authors whom

olly afford to forget. Rousseau

188 romanticist, a revolutionar

3 ereature of sentiment, an incurable egoist, and |

hard names. As Professor Hendel
saders of Rousseau's work |

fanaties in respect of

is material, or otherwise, the

and the author himself as

nd was made drunk by the cup

v drained to the bitter lees. Assured-

ere heights and depths in the contour

| of the dscape Rousseau traversed, and these

{ he hds frankly set down in literary form. But

the sedgy puddles and the purple patches found
at the lower level of his writings ought not to
{ hinder us from recognizing that the stress Rous-
seau places upon subjective feelings has its
short
| abstract and chronicle of his time,” and it has
been noted that it is impossible to understand
| ourselves or the great changes which have taken
: place during the past century without some
| reference to the influence wielded by the author

| significance for our own age. He was the

i of the “ Confessions ” and the *“ Social Contrat.”
When we have judiciously sifted the material
and separated chaff from wheat there still re-
mains a winnowing that has its value and im-
parts nutriment to the inquiring mind. It is
quite astray to pretend that Rousseau merely
advertised his singularity and had no philosophy
to proffer his fellows., In the first place, he held
strongly that the personal equation is the real
m of a man’s life and fortunes. The “ego’
is worth more than all the rest of the universe
to each of us. lousseau would never have
conceded to the theory, so prevalent in these
days, that because the material universe is so
big and the star cycles so vast, puny man is
overwhelmed by the grandeur of the planets.
The mechaniec notion of the cosmos never mas-
tered his own soul. Professor Edward Caird
says that; to Rousseau, the outside world was
little more than the impersonal Greek chorus as
compared with the drama enacted within his
own nature. Did not Goethe say something of
the same kind in speaking of man’s relationshiy
to the external sphere of things? The Genevan
could very well have adopted the phrase Shake-
speare puts into the mouth of Richard ITI.—

“My Conscience hath a thousand several

tongues,

And every tongue brings in a several tale,

And every tale condemns me for a villain.”

ad that the .“‘\l‘-illl‘»i?.:":-,' of !:(!U%_-‘.(AJI":

L a b DEVDI] \L 1 have seen by

example of”; a thing to be noted carefully in

these days when the theory is revived that we
are all the hapless puppets of fate.

Rousseau was a revolutionist. He preached
the simple life. He envisaged what a modern
French writer calls the Upper Garden, remote
from the din of the world. The delight in natu-
ral beauty is the source of many of the richest
passages in his works. It is a pity he did not
betake himself more convincingly to the path he
pointed out. But the suggestion remains, and
| with it the wholesome protest against an arti-
ficial and over-elaborated mode of existence.
Nor should it be forgotten that Rousseau in-
sisted that the centre of social and ecivilized life
is to be found in the family circle. The altar
of the “social contrat” is the hearthfire tradi-
tion. He believed in the primal charities. Con-
sideration for man as man strongly marks his
writings. “1I hate this rage to destroy without
building up,” he once said. The good man ar-
ranges all things with respect to the good of
the whole. The bad man arranges the whole
universe with respect only to himself. Thig s
the dominant note of the philosophy of Rous-
| seau. That he fell short of it is no reason his
| writings should be left to the dusty shelf. In
| Professor Hendel's verdict that, in spite of all
defects, there is still much profit to be gained
by perusal of Rousseau’s pages, we entire]
coneur.
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¥ 4 I am glad you
have 3d ¥ r arrangemants for a house.

Porteous
that he is remaining at Swmith's until S ember 1930,
1 can appreciate their situation and = is con-
sideration of their circumstances. I have asked him
to visit me during the Autumn, when ; nd he and
the Dean can talk over the Depariment’

I have not made any announce-
mont concerning your appointment, as it has nol yet
been formally confirmed by the Board of GOvernors.
That body is not likely to meet for some little time
and I think I shall not wait, though 1 wish to consult
with the Chancellor.

We consider ourselves very
fortunate in having you and Porteous as a team.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.,
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sept 4th,
shall assist
Trenton,and after
about the 9th,while

distributed, It

T
‘

ape. Our goods will arrive

put into s

to recommend g boarding-hou

us to the broprietors, so

A8 soon
tywith propriety add 288 mgself him will you let me

if anythir { Put,at any time,into the » pers,and you see it,will you

I am now so proud of Yy new post
to know more about

B 1 G s e e
you ne ETEC 88 Witn

f o ” 4 £ -
seelng both of 3 cry soon.







25U
tment to
rank of Profess and initial salary of $5,500,00 per annum,to
your conversationm I understand that

wish me to assume the responsibility of eing Chairman of the

epartment of Philosophy,and this should happy to undertake,

And I understand,further,that I shou do nothing in
without consulting first with the Dean of

my colleague,and as Dean, 'superior.,’

than a duty to do. I hope I have

a

- v & o W | -~
There is,perhaps

otification to me,when you speak of the Fotheringh am Chai [ Moral

Philosophy, According

grea

ments in view of my change of residence and Univer
to friends and to business concerns I have n carefu state that
the appointment 1s not yet official and
Governors,so that there cannot be any premature publicity.

I appreciate ver 'Y much the interest of the Appointments
Committee in the matter of an Assistant who will cooperate ably with me
as well as the Dean toward making the Department of Philos sophy a worthy
part of the institution, As S00n as the man is selected and notif fied,
I should like to know his name and address so that we can prepare by

correspondence for our coming work together,




the environment
and be most happy in it. On Monday July 8th my wife

motor to lontreal from here,

first to rent for a year,in order to
neighborhood before purchasing anythin g,but prepared,if we are convin-
ced ,to take steps toward uying a house, These will be busy days,-we
hope to spend not more than two days at it,- but I look forward to the
chance to introduce my wife to you and Lady Currie. We shall be attired
and girded for business,but hope to be presentable, In regard to some
of these matters I should be disposed to write to Colonel Bovey,but

I do not wish to impose upon him unless you are willing to allow me

do so, lioreover, I want to trouble you as little as possible with

these problems. If you permit me,therefore, I shall address a word

to Colonel Bovey,asking his advice and the way to proceed.
Tomorrow,under a separate cover, I shall send you for

your reference,a tentative prospectus concerning Philosophy. It is

the first setting-down of my reflections upon the work of the Depart=

ment and comstitutes a basis for discussion with Dean MacKay,whom I

look forward to seeing next Monday or Tuesday if it is convenient.

The Prospectus is only for your reference,in case you have any parti=

cular concern about our plans, And I can assure you that I know the
difference between plans and systems and the actual work that produces:
education.

Thak you for your most cordial letter,

¥ours falthfully, ‘ f/)‘




July 4th, 1929,

Professor C. W. Hendel,
ReDe Koo 2,
Erandon, Vermont.

Dear Professor Hendel:-

I have your letter of
July 1st and am glad 1t is definitely settled

you are coming to us in September. Your re-
sponsibility will be that of Chairman of the
Department of Philosophy. Your association with
the Dean will be a mixed one, but I am sure there
will be no conflict.

I am sorry that I spoke
of your Chair as the Fotheringham Chair. You are
right it is the Macdonald Chair., The Fotheringham
Chair is held by the Dean.

I regret that I shall not
be here next week. I am leaving with my family on
Saturday morning to visit my sisters who live in
Western Ontario and I do not expect to return to
Montreal until the morning of the 16th. Colonel
Bovey will also be away. However Dean Mackay will
be here and will be glad to see you. With regard
t0 a residené@,if you will call at nmy office we
can put you in touch with some reliable psople.

I may say that yesterday I
had a long letter from Bowman, in which he again
refers to you in most kindly terms, I know it will
give him great pleasure to learn that you are coming
to MeGill, It may interest you to know that the man
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WEEK AND LIVES REMOTE IN MAINE WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE FOR
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C W HENDEL,
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satisfactory to you
érrangements accordingly, for it
before the Board meets and formally

; You will be interested to know
Appointments Committes wish to recommend as an
Assistant to the Department a man whose Philosophie
training would becomplementary to your own and whose
aceesion to the staff would give it & fair chance.
No decision has yet been reached.

As I told you, I am most anxious
that the Depa of lMoral Philosophy should de se¢
strengthened that it can teke 1ts rightful place in the
Faculty of Arts in the University. You will have a
hearty welcome to MeGill and, I believe, will find your-
self in a congenial and happy environment,

Yours faithfully,

Prinecipal,




McGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF ARTS

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

December 6,1929

Sir Arthuw W Currie,Principal,
MeGill University.

My dear Sir Arthur:-

The guests I should like to have with us
on the occasion of the dinner Friday the 13th at 7.30 o'clock,when
Dr.,Porteous will be here are: Dr.%ve, Dean Corbett,and Professor Carleton
Stanlgy,of the University, and ,if it is not'too much, Dr,Lynn R Hough,
of the American Presbyterian Church, All these men have taken pains to
welcome me and to interest themselves in the development of philosophy

Oﬂvﬁ}_ in this community, There are numerous others,to be sure,but I have chosen
hf/ fthhose whom I may call my friends,

Etjvgmﬂ‘ It seems to me unnecessary to have you invite
Wwﬁap‘the student President of the Society., All alone in the group of older men

@Uﬂf} he would be lostjand perhaps our table-talk would be restrained by his

’*vMéM presence, Nor is he so much more important than the Vice-President and
k&zf Secretary-Treasurer-all three of them and I meet together on the program
. of the Society =nd its policy., To choose one would be a little unfair.

In case you want to know the names they are: Robert Pursley,Pres.; D.N.
MacMillan(grad,) Vice Pres.; David L Tough,Secy-Treégf?%;g year Arts)

My opinion is that they will feel sufficiently honored to have you enter-
tain their Society that e® ning,a view which they have already expressed

of their own accord,

I take it that your entertaining of the Society is to si
nalise publicly
/Bs&E&=® your interest in the study of philosophy and that you have no ob-
jection to our giving out this meeting at your house as a piece of campus
news to the Daily,since that is the way it will make its impression on
the rest of the University.
Faithfully yours,




