
MEMORANDUM 

To .. 

jflc~ill ~ntbet~ttp 

MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING. 

Sir Art~ur Currie~_ .... 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Septem~er 17th, 1925 

. FROM A.. S. Eve 

I enclose a brief note about the summer work in 

the Physics Building which has been sent to the r:ontreal 

Star and to the McGill News. 

Yours very sincerely, 
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February 9th, 1925. 

Sir obort Falconer,~' .C.· .G. t 

President. University of ~oronto, 
Moronto,Ont. 

~y ear 51_ .obort:-

In ~ recent issue o£ 'Varsity' 
appears n ru.ther lone report oP an address 'which 
Dr. Sllbersteln dellverea to a body Of Varsity 
students. In it he refleots aone hat severely on 
cGill. I was .urprisod to soo the re ort and 

cannot think its publIcation either good ne1ehbo'lr
liness or GoOd Journalism. 

You .ill n' e f:lb retein 
;HLOS rel'lections on ChicaGo ns \'Oe11 as ·~cGill. 
"ay no t the rea.son fo r tha - at tacl: lie in the fac t 
that he i3 now eneaced in n. q unrral 1;!i th the 
Phycic Dcpartoent of Chlcaco becnuso the press 
has not ~iven hiB crcd~t for sono reuults obtained 
by that Departmont~ cnd in the case of ucG!ll 
because, e did llO acce=,t hip.} ,'ben he [Pr-lied for 
tho Cha.ir of :la.thematlcs on the death of Dr. Harkness. 
1 t \'ould bu a pi ty if tho eood rol ntions bo t ,een 
Toronto and J:cGill ere Intvrrupted in the slightest 
decreo because Tar6ity prov~des n ~odi~n ~or 
Silbor~tein'6 spiteful ro~ark8. 

o soe~ to'have some difficulty 
Over arrivine at suitable datos for the Universities' 
conference. ':'ho last ook in ':'lY lhs not- very con
venient for ;·cGill mon as our Convocation comes on 
:':ay 29th. ! have a wire fro!'! Line this "1ornine 
asking ~e if the first ~ek i~ Jlne 0 l1d be botter • 
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Sir Hobort Falconer 
. - .... -

but o.s in it comes tho K1ne's birthday and probably 
your Convocation I have wirod to hl~ that it la 
bott r to keep to day. 

I am vory ~uch interested in 
Ferguson's proposal to have the first two years in 
Arts given at the HiGh Schools. ~he roasons 
therefor 111 p~obably ha oentionod in our discussion 
at the Conference, 'i;hero 1 promised to read a pa~r 
on wa.sta.ge. 

~ith al: good wishes, ! a~f 

Yours laiLhfully, 

.. 



Jir !rthuT GurTie, 
~ rill..} i~ .1 of :i:cG.; 11 :';Y.i ve ('..3i t;r, 
:'ontreul . 

.Jece~ "Y' 

1 in~-"" 
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Dul'inr: ore thrtn t ';ent~T ;lears the Depo.rtoe. t"" 
o :1 LJ"'arNti ~J a:::-. ~ 0 ~ -h:· .... ic,., " r- -re '/o_'kel tore er in 
a ost cordi' 1 ~nd L' rqor~iou~ l1f'!ll1CT, f'.>:.d, if .. con c _ 'er..cc, 
have jOLltl· 18ve: 0 \ ,c. n f..ono, 1· ":chool in > !3:,:,lleTr.f1tics 
'"l:d PhY'::ics i'ihic".;. is a rre8.t c 'eG.i t to "cGill .ncl the 
e:'.v:· of :no.:::,r ot"Le: ";niver.=i ".";.i.e8. _ e'J~ 1 ct:i.o ... ""'or; ... 
t .-:' e rn r

:. (;a" ,'3 J._l~-r c~,J '~, Go :[leer.!.. 'J' ~Te 
pric!. (l.OrO"lto ':4 • .i.ve'c . t· 1.0.,;.) rcce ~ 1·· ..... ::.l::;S('Cl tl.rourh 
a UO·.le"l .. ;.J. ..... t s;. i1m.· trs cl'tion, b't -;e should not ·0 LO 
Y':i.. tl 0' L c .... re4'ul ti10Ut'C.t, '2l. 1(1, 'n "11' ca.se, tLe pre..;e:::t 
drif~ is beLl~ conductod in a fns ion I..lch is to ~ e 
deplore 1. 

',rl:e c1:'lnC f ' viilic!. 'T. ~ r 1ul t ~. ~:.' t rl:i..r;1. t be 
tcrmecl " lissol tJ,ioY. of p9.rt:lOrsLil J :::1"; trOl:g11 t be "('re 
t'.e -c..cult:· of .4rt..o...l '.lr..Ller a notice i 1 t1.e r rr do. \"lhich 
~'av(' no indica"',ion o·r, tr::.G actual schor.e. Dr. Kin~. ' ~: 
prot-.; t Y;'.s '..ime::.J• anr jt..st, 'J.lt:Lour:. it rec'"ivuJ cr;t
icis:-.l il·om t'.e cLair • 

• ;0 rnum ":;:" 0 f t1: _ PhYGic s uta ff, ci -1; he 1· I'U lic 
ly or i va ~ ely, ree ei ved i ~ limr ti on of :..r.e chanp't;, 'Jhi c'. 
YlU..; ";lL'ficient.::";r" i rnp .".tant to dem'Ll1 dO . .le co .sul tat.i.cn 
bctvleen J ... r.c ~l[t:tcm["ticiLn:J 1- the hys~cLj~, . C'n'" 
noint iu thL) l "~aki1' l'llr.l'Y.1 nn,tuTe E:o it id, tLc najority of ..... tt (lent.:; are n ..... t like17 to to.k~ n :!onour COUrdG in 
Ma t:1e'na Li cs AIID l?hysic8 w\cn tLe;r cell obtain nonO .... lrs in 
J~thematic~ alone . =e~ce wo m~y be co~po11e~, in sol '-
a.ofer.ce, to s~aTt an ··0 LC'.lr C011· ... 'e in . h~;rs: c, qlo le ; bO 
thq L, s"'.;"'dent.::3 may hr:vo ti:rec choic~....:, (i) ~onour,:, in 
-E.t.c.ermtico...l, (ii) Honour.:> ir.. ::?hysic...:, (iii) 11onours LA 
:!atl.ematics 'md .2i1yuico...l . 

2 D. 



It i.s not 'ic""i.l'ed to ts:::e ha't·T action in ",11i ...... 
j:'J.J ec cn( I 10 ....:tronF1-r ::..dvcc<~te thf"t" VIO .:3110l1: 1'0-
taLL ~~;le cordial relation.; o~· tL? Pf.....:t cor.~l · .e r \7it:l 
renso :aIJ1) CO'l:·te....:: r bet.,-rce -,epr rtmen+: and .Jer" rt:r.e :-t 
'Il;hen tLe ~r ini;r,,:'e )td ['re ; '1\"olve(-.." '.L1here are other 
indicatio4.3 t~..,t tI.iJ is "ein? ~b'l:-J.C:onod ~ild. I carmo~ 
cCYlccive a. more d:r'1:r .-.,':l'oc...:·;:-·o .::;tc,P" 

YOUl rr. .... 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 
MONTREAL. De cr. 20th. 1924. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G. J. l.G., K.C.3., LL.D., 
Principal, 

~cGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

.eferring again to the propoped Committee 

to correlate the work of the Mathematical and other Departments, 

Dr. I urray has suggested to me that it would be desirable to 

have the ~lectrical EngineerinB ~epartment represented, inasMuch 

as the work of that Department has particular points of contact 

with :latremati(!s,Physics and Chemistry. 

~his seems to me a food idea, and I 'Jould, therefore, 

sUfgest that ~r. Herdt or Professor Christie be added to the 

COrlmittee,in addition to Pro:fessor Brown '",hom I suggested in my 

previous note. 

Yours fa ithfully, 

Dean. 



~I[CGIT .. T ... UNIVERRITY 

FACULTY OF ApPLIF.D !"CTE,,"CE 

Dec. 20th. 1924. 

Sir Arthur Curr ie, G. C .M. G., K. C .B. t LL.D., 
Principal, 

hlcGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

In reply to your note of December 

17th. on the Consultative Committee to be established 

for liaison purposes between certain departments of the 

University, I beg to submit the names of Dr. Sullivan 

and myself as representatives of the Department of Mathe

matics on the Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 

Chairman Dept. of Mathematics. 



R. F. RUTI'AN, DIRECTOR 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
DEPART~IE1"iT OF CHEMISTUY 

~I01"iTREAL, 19th December, 1924. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I am very glad that you have 

seen fit to create a liaison between the ab-

stract and applied sciences through a commit-

tee representing four departments. 

I have much pleasure in recom-

mending Dr. otto [aass, Professor of Physical 

Chemistry, to represent the department of 

Chemistry. Dr . Maass is an excellent mathe-

matician and physicist. 

Sincerely yours, 

RFR/ JH 
- } /' 

Director of Chemistry. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

O FFICE OF THE D EAN 
M ON T REAL. Decr.19th.1924. 

Sir Artr.ur Currie, G.C .. :.G., K.G.B. ,LL.D., 
Principal , 

McGill University . 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Referring to your letter oT Decr. 17th., may I say 

tl~at my 6u"'gestion regarding the propos ed Commi. ttee to keep in 

touch the vvork in at .ematics und certpin other DepaytI"'lents 

wa s that the gr()uT- of sub~ects unaer the name of ~.lechani.c8 should 

be represented, and not Mechanical Engineering. ~te ~roup in 

question includes Strength of :,:aterials and Hydraulics, as "Jell 

as I.1echanics itself, and is basic to all the enf,ineerinp' courses. 

If ~his is right I vould suggest Professor Bro"m as 

the representative on the 8o!:lmittee. He has already none much to 

brinp the instruction in ~echanjcs and Mathematics closer 

together und is heartily in sympathy wi th the closest co-operation 

in this respect . 

Yours faithfully, 



JJ _ ... .. . ....1.. .t..- • ... "" 

..IJ'''.4V:, 

....I :.." _ :. t t t.; .. I. 

.1. 11rJ'J! _. O.'~~-I 

»r. D. A. Xurray. 
Department ot uathematlca. 

cGl11 UnlTeratty. 

Dear Dr. ~urray,-

D ~emb.r17th. 1924 •. 

~llowlne aueeeltlona ma4e by the 
Depart.ente concerned I propo8e to establl8h a oom
mlttee ot tive. am4. up ae tollowa: 

2 representat1 ••• from Dept. ot Kath •• atl0. 
1 representative trom Dept. ot Physics 
1 repre8entatlve trom Dept. ot Rechanloal 

Eneln.er1as 
1 representative troa Dept. ot Chemlatr7. 

!he eetabl1~nt or '~1. 
oo_ltke 1. to pl'O"l e & .. 41_ "e"'7 .&t~r. 
in hloh all the above mentioned 4eparl ,. are 
ooncerne4 ft&7 •• di.cusee' before pr •• ent.tiOD to 
7aoult7 and t1nal aotlon b~ that bo47- The ~uaotloa. 
ot the oo .. lt~ wll1 be OOAsultatl". but Dot 
executlv •• nor wl11 It have &n7 1_ .. 1 power. It 1. 
hoped that In this wa7,the n.o •••• r7 l1alao. '.' ... a 
ihe 4eparta&nta cODcerned will be atrea8thene4. 

111 70U p1e... 81 •• Me the .... . 
ot the r.pHe.ntativ •• ot the Departaea' of lIatll .... 'lo •• 

I 



JMc~ill ~niber5itp. 

MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING. 

2-.4'. f 1. • rz- ~ MEMORANDUM n 0) .., 

To .. 1~~oA. ........ FROM .0, ~t .~ . 

a rr.<rYLlfj-~, #- !!-W:0 Ch J""c?-~;-c-J .,' 

r {iJ;fw-cJ- 17 It- ~ c 

12.efv <-~dt-vt rJ 7~'(J ~/--: 
as. A. 

a ~ 

JJ'?r~rKa4- ~ ev~ C~k;;i K 
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MoGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

THE "'\1:ACOONALO PHYSICS BUII.OING 

~ 
~. 

March 
Tenth 
1924. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.1J.G. t K.C.B., 
Pr i ncipal, 
McGill University. 

~ear ~ir Art1ur,-

Mathematics and P1wsics are so closely 

related and the elfare of the Honours 

School and Graduate ..3c11001 in PhYsics is so 

bound up with the honour teaching in Mathe

matics, that I write to beg for the privi

lege of a seat on the Mateematical Board. 

Changes in tee curriculum which might appear 

trivial in the }!'irst or Second Year may have 

far reaching effects on the whole stability 

of tee Honour School in Physics. 

Please be so good as to let me know your 

wishes in this matter. 

Yours ver;)! sincerely, 

~ 
Direetor of Physics. 

d.rvJ ~ 
-, 'j ~ 

1\\1S\~~ / 

( 



~lCGTT.T.I LTNIVERRIT'S.-:--
:\lo~TREAL 

March 12th. 1924. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LL.D., 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Thanks very much for giving me an opportunity to 
/ 

comment on Professor Eve's note of March lOth. 

I hardly need say that I and all the other members o:f 

the mathematical staff realize that there is necessarily a very 

close relation between Mathematics and Physics, especially in 

oertain inter-relatine branches of these subjects. We also realize 

that it will be to the great advantage of both departments and to 

the honour of the University for the Department of Mathematics and 

the Department of Physics to work together in co-operation and in 

the greatest possible harmony. 

I can say for all the members of the mathematioal staff 

that we shall be careful to consult Dr. Eve and be advised by him 

on all matters affecting his department for which provision can 

possibly be made in, or by, our department. 

As for the Mathematical Board it does not seem to have 

been continued or provided for in the new regulations of the 

University. If the renewal, or creation, of such a Board is in 

contemplation, its constitution, duties, and powers, will have to 

be determined after consideration by some committee, composed 

perhaps of the Deans of Arts and Applied Science, and of members of 

the departments which have close relations with mathematics, viz., 



:\lCGTT~T-, UNIVERSITY 
~IO:"TTRR:AL 

Sir Arthur Currie. 2. 

Physics, Mechanics, Civil Engineering, Electrical Engineering and 

Mechanioal Engineering. If a l~thematical Board is constituted, it 

seems to me that not merely one, but several of the Departments 

related to mathematics should be represented on it. 

While making these observations on the MathematiCal 

Board, I may say that I am not convinced of the necessity for its 

existence. The Department of Mathematics is governed and regulated 

by the Faculties under whioh it works and by Corporation. I think 

that all the good that can be hoped to be attained by means of any 

Mathematical Board can be more directly attained, and attained under 

possibly happier conditions, through friendly, if informal, inter

change of ideas between the members of the Department of Mathematics 

and the members of other Departments. It may also be observed that 

under the latter method of functioning the Department of Mathematics 

will be in preCisely the same condition of dignity and independence as 

is enjoyed by the other Departments of McGill UniverSity. 

I remai n, 

Yours sincerely, 



l. 'Tlmt the £ollowing be en ctGd o.s on of the r gule.t1ons of Corpo tlon: 

There llb co:nmi tt e to b the Consult tiv • th atic&l. 

Committ • constituted s foll~s:-

Two 
On. 
~ tN~ ~lg 
the 
On ginearing~ 

the De~rtmont conc med, ~th the exception that in th ens, of a 

repre ant tiv from th grouped ubject in th Faculty of pplied 

Sei.enee, the D of th Faculty of A plied. ~iene shall nmno the 

repres ntativo. Th1~ Committeo is ~stablished i .order to strength 

tho eO ary 11 th de~rtm uts co eern d d to provld 

:1 medium 'till r by matters in lob 11 uch d part r 1ut r sted 

may b diseu a to Faculty nd final action by 

tha.t body. The tanctions of that Committ e shall b .Hl~ co sult tiv 

and in 0 y x eut1ve. nor 11 it vc y authority to lcglslat 

regardi g the subj eta toh may com with! !t purvl w. 

11. The following lw.v been nom! ted as momb rs of th Consult tiv 

Math m t1e 1 Committ •• a-

De rtment of M:3.themn.tio , Dr. D.A. !urrtJ.y, Dr. Sullivan. 
Department of Chemistry, :Or. ot to lJaall. 
Department of sie, Dr. A. S. Eve, 
D pratos t of Electrical gi coring" 'Dr. L. lIordt, 
Faculty of App ied SCienco - Group d Subjects, ~of. ' •• Bra • 
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February 26th, 1924. 

This is a strange ~e~orandum. 

(1) It partakes of the nature of a round robin 
in as Much as it is siGned by all the ~eMbers of the 
Physics Department. 

(2) It apparently is meant to justify the 
remarks of Silberstein, but its third paragraph 
proves that 8ilberstein was not justified in what he 
said. He tnerefore lied about llcGill. ~he fact 
that since he knew he lied and has not apologized 
proves that the man is not only a liar but a bounder. 
(See also letters from Falconer and ;~:ennan) 

(3) ~he incident of Silberstein is made the 
foundation of subsequent representations. It is a 
pity that such representations were based on so 
objectionable a foundation. 

(4) These representations deal with the 
difference in acco~modations and facilities at Toronto 
and at :1cGill. lTuch is :-:lade of the superior acco~no
dation at ~oronto, yet it is stated in the second 
last paragraph that "a eood staff of ~en who can both 
teach well and do good research work will secure 
results superior to those attained by building and 
equipment, however aplendid, apart from such a staff". 
!To better facilities existed at ;IcGill i1. :1utherford's 
ti~e than. exist to-day and any criticisM of the amount 
r.nd quality of research work done at ?IcGill can not be 
based on the lack of facilities. ~here is superior 
accommodation at ?oronto but there are more students 
and while More acco~~odation is desirable here it 
cannot be eiven in preference to 
requireMonts of the Jniversity. 
ment must realize that it is the 
at the University. 

other more pressine 
The Physics Depart-
~ost expensive department 

(b) Honour Courses: This introdnces a question 
of eenoral university policy and it is a pity to link it 
up with the Silberstein incident. The meMorandum 
admits that students leave :!cGill as well prepared as 



, - .:. -

anywhere else, so why adopt ~oronto's syste~. I 
cannot see the sense in advocating that a stud e nt 
be ad~itted to an honour course in his first yoar 
at ~cGill in Classics when Greok is only begun at 
the University. Further~ore, the ~athe~atics 
Dopart~ont have ~ade special arrangeMents in order 
that students of exceptional ability may advance 
rapidly. I suggest that the policy put into effect 
by the present ~athematical Department be allowed 
to prove itsself worthy and that the constant nagging 
by the Physics Department should cease. It is strange 
but this nagging has only begun since the Physics 
Department has not had its way in the re-construction 
of the :1athematics Department on tho death of Dr. 
Harkness. It seoms to me that the Physics DepartMent 
should attend to its own knitting. The only objection 
advancod by anyone at :!cGill to an honour course has 
co~e from the Physics Department who objected to the 
Uathernatics ~epartmont setting up an honour course. 
Furthermore, there have been signs indicating a 
willingness on the part of certain members of the 
Physics Departmont to introduce discord into the 
:Jathematics Dopartment. r.'his sort of thing must 
cease. 

Slattery's course at ~oronto: Apparently 
some members of the Physics Department attach great 
importance to these co~uses. Professor Gillson 
informs me that they are very rule of thumb and rely 
more on the student's ~e~ory of a formula than a 
sound knowledge of the principles involved. Slattery, 
I believe, is a Physicist and not a ::athe~atician. 



REPORT SUBUITTE:J TO T:t<~ PRI JCIPAL OF L:CGILL 
UlrIVER,3ITY BY TEE DEPART:':EHT OF PEYBIC...>. 

February 23, 1925 

On Tuesday, February 10, there appeared in the McGill 
Daily an extract from "The Varsity" entitled "Dr. Silberstein 
Comp~res Colleges ll

• In speaking of McGill Dr. ~ilberstein is 
stated. to have remarked as follows: "In considering the teach-

~II, ing staffs of McGill had admirable talent but that it VIas 
largely reserved for the higher years, and lectures to froshmen 
were rather inferior. ll These are the exact words printed in 
the .1cGill Daily. 

Those who know Dr. ilberstein and the conditions under 
which the interview was given will have no difficulty in forming 
a just valuation of the article. BuL the general publ ic and 
a great many at lIcGill do not know Dr. Silberstein, nor the con
ditions under which the interview was given. Moreover the fact 
remains that he intended originally to send his son to McGill 
and that he finally decided to send him to Toronto. Hence 
it appears desirable to make a concise statement as to the 
situation. 

ORDInARY OR PASS CLAS ES 

We affirm without hesitation that the general instruc
tion given to ordinary students in the Faculty of 
Arts, Applied Science, Medicine, Dentistry and Com
merce, both in laboratory and lecture room, compare 
favourably with that given at Toronto or at any other 
University in lIorth America. The general organization 
and efficiency of teaching are sound and good. 

ACC OM1JODATI ON 

Nevertheless it must be pointed out that the work is 
carried out under great difficulty. At l1cGill 'le 
have one large lecture room; at Toronto they have 
three large lecture rooms: so that there is more time 
there for the preparation of lectures and it is pos-
sible to handle more than one large class at a time, 
which we cannot do at llIcGill. At McGill there is 
one elementary laboratory and at Toronto there are 
about five elementary laboratories: so that at McGill 
the apparatus h s to be constantly changed to suit the 
various classes, while at Toronto the various subjects 
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Report 2.23.25. 

are assigned each a separate laboratory, one for I.Iechanics, 
another for Optics, a third for Heat and two for Electri
ci ty and IJagnetism.. Moreover the research accor.rr:wdation 
is much larger than vie have at :.1cGill. For oxample they 
have five mechanics to aur three and, in addition, they 
gave a glass blower, which indeed we need badly. 

In spite of these draw-backs we can continue to make 
satisfactory arrangements provided there is no marked in
crease in the nrunber of students. It should further be 
noted that the large Physics Building at Toronto is not 
used by the Faculty of Applied Science who receive their 
instruction in Physics in another Building'. Hence in the 
much larger building at Toronto they h<...ndle much fewer 
students. 

HONOUR COURSES. 

Now we come to the crux of the whole affair of the Silber
stein interview and the reason why he sent his son toxToron
to. They have a system at Toronto v~ich we advocat~'for 
liIcGill. Students who pass their matriculation with honours -
which must not be confused Vii th our Senior lIatriculation
have the privilege at Toronto of entering the Honour 0chool 
in I.Iathematics and Physics in their first year. Hence, 
instead of their having to take six subj ects as at 1.1cGill 
in the first year the students concentrate mainly on two 
subjects, namely l.Iathematics and Pllysics. Hence a good 
student at Toronto gets an additional year's instruction 
in Mathematics and Physics as compared with a student at 
1.IcGill. How it is only possible in exceptional cases to 
make up this difference by later instruction and the process 
involves high pressure in the third and fourth years. It 
will be understoo~ that in the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
most of the time is spent in thesis and research work as it 
is assumed thnt the undergraduate training is completed. 

We therefore reconunend that serious consideration 
should be given to the adoption of a plan somewhat similar 
to that of Toronto \~ereby the stUdent could give about 
half his time in his first year to Mathematics and PhYSics, 
taking in addition one or tv/o educational courses in Eng
lish, History or Languages. 

Yet it may be added that b;)T the end of the Fourth 
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Report 23.2.25. 

Year under the present regime our Honour Students are as able and as well trained as those who have completed their courses at most of the Universities on this continent. A comparison with Toronto is not altogether fair because the facilities and building there are superior to those of many of the Univer~ities of this continent, such as Harvnrd. Moreover the appointment of a good sta.ff of men who can both teach well and do good research work will secure results superior to those attained by building and equipment, however splendid, apart from such a Staff. 

There appears to be a movement on foot at 1IcGill in opposition to Honour Courses,wnereas the pendullun is swinging the other way in the United 0tates. In the case of Eathematics and Physics and the Classics. and possibly some other subjects, it is impossible for the student to attain a sufficiently high standard to make his mark in the world unless he becomes an Honour Jtudent fro~ the earliest possible opportunity, certainly his second year, or preferably his first year. 



IHeaitlent' a ®tftce. 

February 12th, 1925 
Principal Sir Arthur Currie, G. C. :': . G., 

llcGill University. 

;'y dear Sir Arthur: 

It was not until after Professor King called my attention 

to it on Monday that I saw the report of the conversation which Dr. Silberstein 

had with a reporter of "Varsity", and I greatly regretted to read it . As 

you must be aware it would be extremely difficult to supervise what goes into 

the students' newspaper, and I suppose they have got the idea of modern 

journalism that anything startling is good news. I have, however, seen the 

Editor and told him how much I regretted the occurrence, and this morning he 

has inserted a paragraph which I hope will in some degree atone for the error 

in j udgmen t • I have also brought it to the attention of Dr . CcLennan, the 

head of the department of P~slcs. Dr. Sllverstein has I believe been going 

in and out of his laboratory for a while, though he has absolutely no connection 

with us. I hardly need to assure you that these sentiments do not at all 

express the views of the University of ~oronto. which has always had the 

highest regard and respect for ~cGill. There is no University with which we 

stand on more friendly terms. It is too bad tIlat a stranger, tnough 1 believe 
King 

that he and your Professor have been much together here, should cause any ill 
A 

feeling. I will write to Dr . Silberstein about it. 

',nth regard to the Conference of Universities I am afraid 

that the dates at the end of ~y will not suit us very well as a number of our 

men will then be marking their papers. I myself cannot be present as I leave 

the end of March for England. However, I will endeavour to secure one or two 

to represent the University of Toronto. 
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I do not think ~r. Ferguson's proposal can be seriously entertained. 

The political difficulties in the way have hitherto prevented even the putting 

back of the first year in the schools. For years I have wanted honour 

matriculation as entrance to the University and to have the ordinary B.A. 

degree given on three years' work, but the small High Schools and Continuation 

Schools would not accept the proposition,much less will they accept his 

proposal for the creation of schools with a two years' course. 

With kind regards, I am, 

Yours Sincerely, 

President. 



'Ulntt'erattl] of Uoronto 
TORONTO, CANADA 

" 
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

Sir }\rthur'.1. Currie, K.C.B., LL.D., 
Principal, McGill University 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Dea r Sir Arthur t 

Toronto, February 12,1925. 

I have just learned from Sir Pobert Falconer 

that you were perturbed over the interview with :9r. Silberstein 

that recently appeared in Varsity. I am extremely sorry that 

any such interview was given. Besides being wholly in bad taste, 

it was quite inaccurate, Anyone who knows anything about the 

work in Physics knows how for years the Physical Laboratory at 

McGill held the leading place in this country. Of course we 
-

have pro gressed in Toronto - rather rapidly in the last few 

years, but that is no reason for anyone to make any odious 

comparisons. 

I am in a posi tion to know the work that has 

been done by your staff in Physics and all I can say is that 

it has been very fine. Silberstein seems to have found the 

atl.nosphere in Toronto inspIring but he has abused Gur hospitality. 

I am sorry to say that the fact is thDt the men S I out the place 

are not s0rry he is gone. I have always treated him kindly 

but he does not seem to know how to appreciate kindnes s properly. 

and he does not know how to assess real ~nd true hospitality at 

its proper value. 

Please feel assured that nothing I have ever 

said or done could posRibly constitute a basis for the inter~iew 

that nr. Silberstein gave. It was done wholly on his own and 

quite unknown to me. 

With kindest regards, 
I am, yo s 



• 

. , 

Dr. J. C. ~cLennan. 
Dopartoent of ;hysios, 
University of ~oronto. 
Toronto, Onto 

Dear Dr. llcLennan:-

~obruary 13th.19Z~. 

• 

I have your note of the 12th 
of February with referonce to Si1berstein's inter
view. I know full 'ell th&.t for such a statement 
he Jould rece 1 ve from your Departmont neither 
inspiration nor encouraeecent. 

I have always been very proud 
and ploased that the relations bet loen the Univer- ~ 
slty of ~oronto and ~'cGl11 wero GO cordial and it ~ 
would take more than anything Silborstein mieht 
say to cause a ruption. 

I am very e1ad that 1 did not 
listen to the suecestion to take him on the staff 
of llcGill when larknes~ died. ! an afraid he too 
suffers at times from an "exalted" oind and I do 
not care to increase ~y experience ith such • 

With all cood isLes.: am, 

Yours faithfully, 



1. 

DECEMBER 15, 1925. 

AGE DJ. ______ e 

St t m nt concerning Dr. H. X.Toryt urg nt eppeal to phy ici t 
nd engineer for co-operation. 

2. Statem nt concerning in tructione from Dr. J. C. cLennan, Chair
man of the main sociate Committee of Phy ice and Engineering 
Physics. 
Subsequ nt corr apondence ith Dr. J. C. cLennan. 
Opinions bout pos ibilitie for the local u bec committ e. 

~. ormat1on of local ~u~bec committee. 
Appointment of secretary for committee. 
Additional n es for memb r hip. 

4. Schem for coIl ction of probl ms. 

(a) It is ugg ted that two or three ember 
committee shall be appointed to deal with 
follcwing subjects in connection ith the 
port:-

of th loc 1 
es,ch of the 
desired r -

Pure Physics. 
Electrical Engin ring, including Radio. 

echanical Eneine ring -
(A special requ at ie made to obtain det~iled 
report on prcbl m in conn ction ;ith the 
investigation of improved house con truction, 
heating and ventilating in reference to our 
Canadian climate). 

Civil Eneineering. 
Dinine Eneineering. 
Metallurgic 1 Engineering. 
Canadian Ice ,robl m in n ineeri n 

IT viga.tion. 
dicine and Sur ry, includin Radiology and 
Physiology. 

riculture. 
For try. 

(b) Each of the e m mb r Shall endeavour to obtain 
8si tunc from their colleagu s in the collection 

of information J and th data about probl m should 
be collected a far po sible by m ~~ of p reonal 
di cuseion r ther than merely by correspondence. 
Attention hould b confined to th inve tig tions 
which r quir the id of physicists and engineers, 

nd particularly to thoe eases in which it would, 
on national ground • be &ppropriate to ppeal for 
hel~ to the Research Council rath r than to Univer
itl or local organizations. 
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De ... r Sir~-

You ill etef frorrJ l..h f f;'nc~ <OLed It't ter ~hl' t I .[ ve r"een 
desi n·t~d ~s ChcirT1f;': tf tie O .. J[.L:o F'rifio" of tte Ass/'iLte 

.itte of Fhysjcs J;.1d EI'! .... ~leer"ri· h"ic of +le ;~ctic..ml Re
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Ap. ScL 

Physics 

Double Course 
B.A., M.D. 

Physics 

or 

Chemistry 

25.9.26. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SENIOR MATRICULATION 

Commerce 

Physics 
or 

Chemistry 
+ 

Accountancy 

Medicine 

Chemistry 
and 

Physics 

Arts 

Physics 

or 

Chemistry 
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:l."C 25. 1926. 

rotlon 

Yours faithfU~ 
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MoGILL U~IVERSITY 

~10XTREAL 

THE MAGDONA L D PHYSI CS B G ILDXN G 

Sir .rthur Currie, 
)rincipel :;~cGil.l tiXl':' ver si ty . 
:.Ic~il: Zni ;~er .... i vy. 

:Jef1r Gir Artl:l.lr, 

Hrrch 
""ixteenth 
1~26 

•. 0 l:.ave juet rece':' ved a ~ and some prese:r..t 
fro! .. the ,r':'ctor ---:.tay 0orp0l'['tio1. 1:'1:is is a 
Sn:)o: : ac1.i c. r":r..nin at 110 J). C. and de:i ver ing 
;-0 to 3C .:.:::: ia.:!.pcres at 140,000 volts. It \!a .... 
t·_c ii::cE. 5 7'1cC')K '"lac::ine ever l:rou[.tt L..<to v am:. a. a , 
one of t__ .rLt ten m~de by ~noak. 

It ':'l a vcr v~ lU[lblc piece of appcrat'l ..... 
ar.d wc ere fort . te 0 rr>'( i ~-e ita ree ent. 
'~reover':' ~'l~ be vcr~ r~e~ 1 for Le Jork 
wl:i ch \" e co ter.tJl ,·t~ d _ iq: t1 e S" _ . 0 a .d ~t 
session, Jr..en :'r. ?atterson ret"!'L .... ("' fter to;:, ears 
lor:: at :"e •. oyr.l Ins ti tl ~Jiorl . Ji th '!. Br 

I eLclose a copy of m lett : t1 e 11c-
tcr X-_.a~' J)r~or[tio 1. ~eri':.!,s "ou \lo'lC: be wil
line to send an ackno ·lcdemer. t on t:'e part of t!";e 
"ni versi ty. 

~ou~~ ve~~ s.ncerely, 



.. 
ilurqudtt 1Luttt i&ttrltttt 

MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY 

MILWAUKEE. WIS. 

June 8th, 1926 

My dear Sir Arthur:-

Presuming upon my slight acquaintance with you, I 

write for the purpose of ascertaining whether a physicist, 

who is also a Catholic priest, could obtain an instructorship 

at McGi11 University. The gentleman in question, Dr. John P. 

Donaghue, 10 at present Professor of Physics at Marquette. 

Hio doctor's degree was conferred at Munich and he h~s taught 

at Maynooth in Ireland. In addition to eeing a profound scholar 

he is graced With great personal charm. 

Dr. Donaghue desires to remove from this country and 

prefers to oetain a position at McGill rather than in a strictly 

Catholic institution. He wants to teach only advanced work. I 

may add as a matter of interest that he does not have to wear 

clerical garb and 10 not controlled by any ecclesiastical 

authority on thi~ side of the Atlantic. 

Any information that you can give me in connection 

with this matter will be sincerely appreciated. I trust that 

you are enjoying your customary good health. 

With my best Wishes to Lady Currie and yourself, 

To General Sir Arthur Currie, 

Principal of McGi11 University, 

Montreal, Canada. 

Respectfully 



Ja~es Y x ell ~urphy. Es~ •• 
~ rquette La. .e ie • 
1 rouette I~iTersity, 
oil ,aukee, 'ls. 

Do, r • 'r. .·urphy:-

.Tuly 12th. 1926. 

1 h ve bt)en a~ T from 'on tro 1 
a very gr~~t de~l since the nrriv 1 of your le~ter 
of ~~no 8th, nd thouCht that it h d ~Aen rns ered. 

Our st f£ for next year in 
Physics 1s co~plete. but the f ct thrt Dr. Don ehu 
is Ro n Catholic oul not in ~ rnilit te 
e in. this "pOintMent h re. his niversity 1 

absolutely free to do Ihat it plo ses in the rn tter 
of apPointments nd in ~he matter of policy. e 
hn 0 many Roman C.tholics on our t ff. 

1 sh 11 bc. r in Mind Dr. 
Don ghue's n m if a cnncy should occuro 

'ost cordi 1y recirroo tine 
your Bood lishe~. I M, 

Yours f IthfullY9 

Pr1 .oip 1 
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THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
IN CORPORATED 

MANAGER'S OFFICE 

De __ r Sir-

Moncton.N.B. 
Nov 30/25 

I nm ~n operntor ~t the e~tern Union here ~nd h~ve been 
confounder with somewhRt of p mystery. ~ IDpn here in this ~ity is 
gifted with.~hot I su~po~e would be c~lled intuition. He puts his 
finger to nn in~trument,we use to ~elli. rneSP~Res on. ~nd without the 
lE'q~t etr"'in or hUt!l"n effort the fi.nger vibrqtes. But owing to the 
n~tur~l power it is not powerful enough to work the keYt~t times 
it misses ond this mqkep it imr-ossible to reqd. 

We get some worde,~nd those 9re jurt wh~t we "'re 1~~ ing for 
He claims pny infor~.,tion c~n be obtained if we ~qn get the proper 
instl~ment.The telegr~phic sound comes very pl.,in in hi~ eqrS,we h~d 
~nd instrument th"t the Doctors use for teEting the Henrt Rnd lungs 
but this is not plqin enough to tr~nsform the sound cleqr enough to 
rcqd.Would qppreciqte very much 1.f you could AdviFe me ;in any wC'ty 
where I could find nn instrument ~imilqr to th~t which the Do~torA uPeS 
but which would detect q very fpint ~ound.po q8 to enable me to repd 
this telegraphic code through the e~r.Th"'n:ring you in "dv"nce 

E J Lorette 
152 lutes St 

Monct on. 1';. E. 

Yours truly 

Wv-->~-(~? 

0{)l-(~. ?~ ~~ 
-a- . /-.~''';'A-~rt-~ 

(J 
l~ 

7 (t Jh lA- Q . r-£Lti;;:; tfL ~ (/'7/1go 9;-- f/?:!. O</r ~ 0-t ~ 
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R. lleldrum Stewart.Esq., 
Director, Do~1nion Observatory, 
Departnent of the Interior, 
Otta a.Ont. 

~ dear Ur. Stewart:-

February IGth.1925. 

Let mo acknowledBe with thanks 
the rece,ipt of your letter of February 12th. 

t appreciate greatly your assurance 
that your Department lil1 co-operate in any way 
possible should e decido to establish a course in 
Astronomy here. I shall discusa this matter further 

ith Professors G1l1Gon nnd King and rite you aGain. 

Yours faithfully, 



R ,,~ S IK I" 
.~.... • I • • 

~epartment of tbe lfnterior 
DOMINION OBSERVATORY 

R. MELDRUM STEW ART 
Director 

OTTAWA,CANADA, February 12,1925. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Presi ent, L:cGill Univ ersi ty, 

I.:ontreal, p.r. 

Dear Sir, 

On several occasions recently 
I have been discussing with Professor King the 
possib~lities of establishing an astronooical 
course at llcGill University, and on the occasion 
of a recent visit to I.:ontreal I had some dis
cussion with Professor Gillson on the same sub
ject. In the course of these conversations it 
Vias suggested that there might be the possibility 
of arranging for some practical training of stu
dents here. In view o~ this I thought that you 
might be interested in knowing my views on the 
matter. 

e have at the present time in 
Canada no astronomical course in any of our Uni
versities where it is possible for students to get 
real practical training in an observatory so that 
after graduation they could take a responsible part 
in observatory ~ork without considerable further 
trainir~. At Toronto they have a theoretical course, 
which I believe is very good and which is being con
stantly improved, and I understand that they are 
also looking forVlard to the t i.rr..e when they will have 
an observatory of their own. I believe, however, 
that there is plenty room for courses at other Uni
versities, and that at both Toronto and 2cGill, at 
least, we should have real astrol1omi cal courses • 

. i th regard t 0 the training 0 f a 
limited number of students, I have already remarked 
to Professor King and Professor Gillson that I see 
no reason why this could not be arranged satisfactorily. 
Of course for such an arrangement to be permanently 
satisfactory, it would have to be JI'! a mutual basiS; 
that is. the practical work would require to be so 
arranged that tl:e student while getting instruction 
would be able to contribute something to our obser
vatory work, but I do not see any particular diffi
culties in the way of this. 

I may say that since my return to 
ottawa I have talked the matter over 'Itn th l.ir. Cory, 
our Deputy lIinister, nd that he is favourably disposed. 

If 
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If you should decide on such a course I should 
be glad to take the matter up with Professor 
King and Professor Gillson at the proper time, 
and to offer any cooperation which I may be 
able to give in any way. 

Yours truly, 

r~~ . 
Director. 



1:emorandum 

Honours in 1.Iathem~tics Physics and Astronomy. 

In view of future developments at l.IcGii:hl in connection 

witq Graduate Research in ~hysics, ~heoretical Physic~ , and 

l ... strono:ny, tLe undersigned v/ishes to emphasize most strongly 

the ir:1portance of retai!:ing in the undergr[..d.uate honour courses 

in IIathematics o..>.c.d Physics at i.1cGill Uu.i versi ty a standard not 

less il/tgh than that Ylmch prevailed under :>rofessor Harkness 

fro~ 1903 to 1919. 

After the war the large increase in +he number of students 

re l1irine Elementary 1TathemE'.tics made the 0i ltenanne of Ad
\. 

vanced and Honour lectures throughout four years a serious 

task for tne ::athematics Department in Arts. 

Yet in view of the rapidly increaBing standards in Honours 

Uathem£'.tics and Physics at other Canadia.l Fni versi ties, (8 
t olW/'-c/( r?:Z{ft 

policy in regard to "/hich the writer too ~iJ3e.rt, in some cases 

advising a curriculum following closely our own, in tthers 

recorrunending his Graduate 3tudents for appointments in these 

Univer ities to establish Honours work alou.g these lines to 

prepare students for gradua~e work at I.icGill in Physics and 

Theoretical Physics) - the proposed changes in what has hither

to been a jOint enterprise between the l.iathematics Department in 

Arts and the Physics Department re ire very careful 8.ud detailed 

consideration. 
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The 'wri ter has experiencvQ that graduates irolr. other 

Jniversities are better equipped matl~ematically to do graduate 

work in PhYvics, ~ceoretical Physics and ~lectrical Engineering 

than are our ov,rn graduates of recent years from either lrts or 

·pplied. Jcience. That our ovm men ohouldnot be at a disadvan .. 

tage in later life as research engineers or Professors of 

Uathematics or Fhysics depends very ereatly on the Honours 

standard in the Third a~d FourtL Years and especially on the 

preparation for this course from the moment they enter the 

or Jcience Faculties in the First Year. 

The wri ter has tilerefore made c['.reful in uiries, at 

the International I":athematical Coneress held in ~loronto last 

.August, at the recent 7ashineton meetinG of .~l!lericcn i~ath

ematical ~ociety,(of which he has recently been invited to 

be a :nember) and more recentl:.r still at Toronto Dni ver ... :tty 

in conference Vii th the 1.Tathem8.tics ar..d Physics Departments there. 

is illustrating the high and rapidly improving stan~ard 

o~ mathematical work in the University of Toronto the following 

Eirst Year Time-table for -onour Iliati"~ematics Me Physics 

Courses in that University is herewith attached. 



FIR.3T YRAR lK! ~IiE:,:A.TICJ AIm rIll ~ICu 

~niversity of Toronto 

1.Iathematics. 

l~~alytieel Geometry 2 hrs. (Jynge) 
(~mi t:!' d COllie ucctions) 

Higher Algebra 2 hrs. (Jtevenson) 
(H~ll snd fu1ight, from exponentiul theory on) 

Spherical Trigonometry 1 hr. (DeLury) 
(~lodhunter ~nd Leatham) 

Actuarial dcience 1 hr. (.~ckenzie) 
(Intere::3t Cond Bond Values - IJackenzie) 

(note - 2 hrs. of analYSiS, Prof. DeLury, for Pure I.:uth
ematics dtudent~ only vho also take all preceding subjects) 

Physics 

Heat 3 hrs. (lectures) (0atterly) 
(Jte\7art L"d Jatterly :i.1ext-boo]: of Heat) 

Mechanics 1 hr. ( atterly 
(Egg.r also .!agste.ff - Props. of I.:atter) 

Calculations 1 hr. 
(Calculus made Easy) 

(8atterly) 

Laboratory 3 hrs. (General :!?hysics prir.cipally Heat) 

Chemistry 

Lectures 2 hrs. (KeLrick) 

Laboratory 2 hrs. (Kenrick und DeLury Lab. :.:a.nual) 

Pass 'ubjects (Exempted from attend~nce if successfully passed 
ill Jenior 15atricu1ation) 

Engl ish 
French 
Latin 
History 

2 hrs. 
4 hrs. 
4 hrd. 
2 hrs. 

(Jigned) George ~ilberstein 
Ja:r:. 2~, lSZ5. 
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T The writer in collaboration vdth the Research Engineers of 

tile General Electric Co. Jchenectady, and constl.l ting ~li th 

~erican stronomers, ha~ under considerntion a plan for the 

development of AstonoL1~- and .- tronomical Research at '1cGill 

'Jniversity. In prelininary conversations with DJ:!. .leldnlm 

otewart, Jirector of the Dominion Observatory, Ottawa, trte pos

si bili ty of tl~e Ottu'wa Observatory end its resources being 

placed at the dicposal of ~cOill University for practical as-

tronomical work and research in co-o· eration with the Physics 

Depattment is now beins crrefully and fevorrably considered. 

Th~s is a revival of far-reaching plans for as~ronomical TIork 

et --cUill initiated about 1901 and unfortunately ciropped, 0.1-

tilOO"t;.gh ,,--cUill still possesses a slte of 23 acres on 7estmount 

1.:ountain forthis purpose. 

By mP~pmaintaining in Honour Undergraduate and Graduate 

work a stanG-urd ~- ... ::at:r..e .. ' tics and ··-a't}:el. atical Ph~"'s':'cs u_prrbx-

imating to t:18.t noVl in effect in Cambrigge Uni versmty, ..!.ngland 

ti!e writer feels tilat, with tLe present staff and some addition-

al a .... sisto.nce in routine teachin[;, . cGill v-1i.ll in a fevl years 

occupy a pre-eminent position in :~ortJ.l ~merio.a not only in Physics 
bd Theoretical fhysicsb but also in Theoretical and Observation

al ASirono .. y. 

The \'lri ter "tilerefol'e urges very .:.ltroJ.1 l~- thiit ways and 
means be found not only to carry on routine teachine effectively 
b~t by seeking special financial assistance (Curnegie Re earch 
G")uJ.lcil, J.e...:e'- .l~ch Council of Canada, the Rockefel:!.er FoUlj.dation , 
appealing to tile liberality of "Iontreal citizens) to brine about, 
durinr the ne.t few jTears, a broad-minded and progressive pclicy 
for makin llcGill scientifically rre-eminent on this continent, 
through the aspirations of :.: Gill's greatebt behefactor, Jir 
i7illi r m ;,~acdonald. 
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" Ulntl'ersttl? Of ttoronto 
TORONTO, CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

Toronto, Uovember 27, 1920. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I am enclosing herewith some notices regarding a 

Conference in Physics which we propose holding in Toronto 

in January ne xt . ~e feel that this Conference may be of 

special interest to the members of your staff in Physics, and 

I should be very glad if you could see your way clear to 

make the necessary arrangements to allow one or more members 

of YOlrr staff to attend the Conference. 

I believe it is going to be a great success. I know 

it is going to help us, and I feel sure it will be helpful to 

physicists generally. 

With kindest regards, 

Sir Arthur Currie. 
Principal. 

McGill University, 
Montreal. 

I am, 

Yours sincerely. 



o .j 13 
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Dr. A. s. Eve, 
Director of Physics, 

Gill University. 

Dear Dr. Eve: 

ovember 16th,1923. 

With reference to your memorandum re arrangements 
recommended by you consequent on the resignation of Professor J.A. Gray, 
I shall recommend to the Finance Committee,-

( 1) 
31st ,19.24. 

That Dr. Gray be permitted to retire on January 

(2) That Assistant Professor H.E. Reilley's salary be 
increased $250.00 per annum, such increase to begin on February lst,1924; 

(3) That Associate Professor Shaw's salary be increased 
$250.00 per annum, such increase to begin Februf"Y lst, 1924 i 

(4) That Assis tant Professor D.,!. Keys t salary be incl"8ased 
$500p per annum, such increase to begin February 1st,1924; 

(5) That an addi t ional Demons trator be engaged to begin 
work February lst,1924 at an annual salary of ?l,300; 

(6) That the penSion of 1,700. per annum now paid to I' 6 1,;/ ~ Dr. H.P. Barnes be continued and that he receive an honorarium of $500. 
~ while he is engaged in work of a Varied charac ter which is beneticial to the 
q Z S '(.1 Universl ty. . 

(;v1 
se ,'" ~J~ 

,7 b t 
~ 

Yours tal thf'ully,· 

(signed) A.W.Currie 
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THI'~ ;\fACDONALD PHYSrCS BUILDING 

MoGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

copy sent Dr • • acho1son :':arch 17/24 

Jnrch 
Thirteentn, 

1 9 2 4. 

Sir Arthur ....:urrie. G.C.l.i.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, 
McGi11 University. 

Dear ,)ir i.rthur,-

At a meeting of the Professors of the 

Physics Building • it 'Ias decided to recomm-

end to the Principal that ire E. T. Pye 

should be termed "Instructor in Laboratory 

Technique" and entered as such in the Cal.eu-

dar on page168, after "Demonstrators'. Mr. 

~Te is r,i ving v{lluable instrnction in Physics 

15, page 171. 

The title of Instructor would entitle Mr . 

Pye to be entered under "Officers of Instruc-

tion" on page 27. It would further entitle 

Ar. Pye to join tLe l<'acult~r Club. I may point 

out tt-at l.ir. Pye has served U:e University for 

a large nur.llber of years. that he is one of the 

a111est apnaratl't~ makers in the Dominion and 

that his personality and character are such as 

would make him, in ovr .judgment, a desirable 

member of the dtaff and of the Faculty Club. 



'l'HI~ ,1:~('DONALD PHYSICS HUlT.DTNG 

To -

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

Sir ATthur Currie, G.e.L.G., 1:.0.B., 
Princ ipL'.l, 
McGill University. 

Doar Sir Arthur , -

February 
Eig-hteenth 

1 9 2 4. 

This morning before nine o'clock a fire 

occurred in one of the basement laboratories of 

the 'lacdonald Physics Building. The circumstances 

arpear to indicato gross carelessness. 

On Friday, Fehruury 8th, the men in charge 

of the rink thawed cut their connections Vlith the 

water pipes of the Physics Building, lighting a 

fir~ outside. This cansed smoke und sparks inside 

the laboratory. Dr. Shaw, who was in charge, re-

ported the matter to the college enr-ineer and to me 

also on my retvrn from Toronto. As the conversa-

tion was hy the telephone, I sent the following 

letter to Mr . Lawrence (copy enclosed) . 

In spite of this, the rink men repeated 
(/"'n O<Q~ 

their manoeuvre last ni-ght und set fire to the Vlood-

work inside the building. Tile results might have 

been serious lmt for the very prompt a.ction of the 

janitor . 

The claim for damages will be forwarded in 
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due conrse. In the meanti~e, it would be a relief 

t<; learn that tbe ri.nk men obtained heir water el~e-

where than froT:'! the ~iacdon!lld Physics Build mg. :In-

til which ti'11e, I trust that more carei'ul supervision 

will be exercised. 

fire in the rIacdonald .hysics Building 

would be a c~~l !l1i ty of great magnitude, as there is 

much which cannot be replaced by money. 

YC'urs very Sincerely, 

LLg~ 

Copies sent to -

The .:3ecretary, 
McGill Ulliversity, 

and to 

The College Engineer , 
HcGill University. 

Director of -1:;)'8ic s. 



COr Y. 

w. j). ~.J.Hrence. EGq.~ 
Junsrintc:n1ing :.ngineer, 
.TcGil1 ~;r4iversity. 

~ear .:lr. LE.n;ronco,-

ebruury 
.l.we fth, 
1 g :3 4. 

1 b~llovo that .Jr • ..,haw 11as &l1'"eady 

GpO' en to ~1.JU over the telephone about 

an0ke and cparks enterin~ the basement of 

ng th rink men 

tha 'eQ 0ut theIr pipes; and I understand 

that you ere gopd enough to tol~ him that 

tbts trouble WO'111d tiot oocur aga.in. 1'Jlank 

you ~or your kind attention to this matter .. 

Yours -verzr s:'ncerelt, 

(Slgnea) A. S. EVE. 

Director of Ph' le • ., 



THE MACDONALD PHYSICS BUII.DING 

MoGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

Dear Colonel Bovey. 

January 
Eleventh 
1 9 2 4. 

With reference to the lecture by Dr. 
Ami, at the Hoyal Victoria College, on the 
twenty-second of January, I write to state 
that we can lend a suitable lantern and an 
operator. With reference to a screen, I 
rogret to inform ~TOU tha.t we have no sui table 
portable screen. This difficulty of a screen 
for lectures is a recurrent one - for example 
in the case of the Extension Lectures given 
by Dr. ·,Vaugh on History. 

I recommend that McGill University 
buy a good portable screen, about 12 x 12, 
aluminium faced. ,'le should be happy to 
take charge of this for the University in 
the Physics BUildi ng, but we are not prepared 
to pay for it out of our funds. Would you 
please give me authority for the imr.lediate 
purcr-ase of such a screen before January 
twenty-second. I think it is quite obvious 
that McGill University should have such a 
screen available, particularly with the pre
sent increase of lectures in various places 
both within and without the University. 

uly, 



Dr. A. S. ~ve. 
Director, Physics Building. 
Y~Oill University. 

Dear Dr. Evo:-

December 18th, 1923. 

With ~urther re~erence to ~y 
letter Of November 15th and your telephone message 
ot to-day. I regret to say that owing to an over
sight thi8 matter has not yet been referred to the 
Finance Committee. At the same time I know I can 
give you the assuranCG that Dr. Gray will be permitted 
to retire on January 31st, and so he Is at liberty 
to m~ke his plans accordingly. 

I am quite sure the other items 
mentioned in my memorandum will be endorsed by the , 
Finance Committee and I authorize you in your con
versatlon8 with those concerned to give that 
assurance. 

Yours faithfully, 

I • 

Principal. 
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F. L.WAN KLYN. 

M. INS T. C . E . 

M.E . I.C 
CABLE AOORESS~ 

"WANKLYN': 

A.B.C.CODE . 

2~~ Windsor street Sta~ion 
Canadian Paai~ic Ry. Co. 

M ONTR EAL (CANADA) 

Fe.b.ruary. .. ... 3.r.d. y ....... 1 9 .. r.3. 

Gem. Sir A. W. Currie, G.e.Ill.G., R.C.B., LL.D., 
Principal ~ HcGill Uni vers i ty, l.rontreal, Que . 

~~ dear Sir Arthur:-

I have today received a communication ~rom 

Professot A. S. Eve regarding the effect o~ temperatures on 

sound, whiab I have duly acknowledged. I am very much oh-. 
liged to you for having obt~ined this information for me. 

Vi th kind regards, belie ve me, 

Yours sincerely, 



• 

Dear Slr aerbertl. 

Peb~u""7 
SeooK 
1923. 

Thank 70U yery ._oh 
tor the help you haye «lyen •• r. the 
X-Ra¥ Appar&t •• tor our ·Ph7alo. 
La"borator),. 

Your. faithfully. 

Sir Ber\ert Bolt, 
8' Orale Street We.t, 
Uonh·.al. 



H ERBE RT S . HOL T . 

MONTREAL . 

CABL E ADDR ESS, HERBHOLT 

30th January 1923. 

General Sir Arthur W.Currie, G.C.Y.G., K.C.B., Lt.D., 
Principal, McGil~ University, 

Uontreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I am forwarding your letter to Ur.A.E.Dyment. 

President of the Canadian General Electric Company, telling 

hilA that I bcr;e he will see his way to comp1y wi tb your 

request. You can depend that I will do all I can in 

the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 



Sir Herbert S. Holt, 
83 Oralg Street ;est, 
nontrenl. 

Dear Sir Herbert:-

J nuary 
T enty- eventh 

1923. 

Through the generosity of r. alter 
Ste art we are ablo to install in our Physlc Laboratory 
an X-aay Diffraotion apparatus, hich Dr. King, ccdonald 
Professor of Physics, requires for the further tudy of 
the mioro-orystalline tructure of liquid • 

Professor King has exa~lned equipment 
of the above mentioned typO at the ~rkB of the General 
Electrioal Oompany of SCheneotady. He finds that that 
Company turnishe suoh equipment to educational instit
utions at cost price. Tho figures giv n hi~ there ara 
very much less than thooa quoted by the Can dlan General 
Eleotrio Company. I believo th t tho Canadian Company 
has n inclusl~e contract for Canadian territory, and, 
therefore, it 0 are forced to purchase this apparatu 
from the Canadian Genoral Electric Company we shall 
havo to pay a very much higher price thon if it .ere 
possible to purchase the equipment from the General 
Electric Company. 

On such equipment used in University labor
atories there is no duty, although purohased in the United 
States, 80 that the differonce in cost prices as quoted 
by the two oompanies must be the profit of ' the Canadian 
General Eleotric Company. It seom to me that the 
latter oompany miBht very ~ll adopt the policy of the 
General Eleotrio Company and allo Univerai~y Researoh 
Departments to purohase olootrioal oquipment at cost, in 
as muoh as the result of researoh of ton mean increased 
demand for eleotrioal apparatu • 



Sir Herbert Holt - 2 

Will you please use your intluenoe with 
your OompaD7 to the eD4 that they otter no obJeotion 
to the General Eleotrl0 Company supplying our LaboratoF,F 
with the machine 1t wanta, and .er7 greatl, oblige, 

Yours talthtul17. 

Principal. 



J. J. Ashworth, ~sq.t 
Gene ra 1 Alanager, 
Danadian General ElectrI0 Company, 
Oor. King & Simooe Sts., 
l'oronto, Ont. 

Dear Mr. Ashworth:_ 

January 
Twenty-nin th 

1923. 

Through the generosity of r. ,alter 
Stewart of Montreal we are able to install in our Physics 
Laboratory an X-Ray Diffraction Apparatus, which Dr. King, 
Macdonald Professor of PhYSics, reqUires for the further 
study of the micro-crystalline struoture of liquids. 

PrOfessor King has examined eqUipment of 
the a bove mentioned type at the "'Orks of the General 
Eleotrioal Company of Soheneotady. He finds that that 
Company furnishes suoh equipment to eduoational institutions 
at oost price. The figures given him there are very muoh 
les8 than those quoted by your Company. I believe that 
the Canadian Company has an inolusivo oontract for Canadian 
territory, and, therefore, if we are forced to purchase 
this apparatus from the Canadian General Eleotrio Company 
we shall have to pay a very muoh higher prioe than if it 
were possible to purchase the eqUipment from the General 
Eleotrio Company. On such eqUipment used in University 
laboratories there Is no duty, although purchased in th~ 
United States, so that the dIfference in oost prioes as 
quoted by the two companies must be the profit of the 
Canadian General Eleotric Company. 

It Beems to me that the latter company 
might very well adopt the policy of the General Electrio 
Company and allow University Research Departments to 
purohase eleotrioal equipment at cost, in as muoh as the 

• 
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results of researoh often mean increased demand for 
electrical apparatus. 

Will you please use your - influence with 
your Company to the end that they offer no objection to 
the Ganeral Electrl0 Company supplying our Laboratory 
with the machine it wants. and very greatly oblige. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 
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oopy to the Principal 

Dear Dr. Ing: 

.1anuary 
Twenty-fIfth 
1923. 

I aaknowledge ~lth thankS r~oe1pt of your 

l •• ter o~ JaBUar,y 23ri. in which ~u intorm me as to hat you htve 

been doing in regard to the X-Ray apparatus. 

I disoussed this letter lth the Principal 

this morning. and he has asked me to obtain from you the tl~res 

*howing'the cost of th1S apparat~s oomplete if we can arrange to 

purohase it dlreotlyfrom the G. I. CoopanJ ot Scheneotady. 

!he Prinoipal said that he wonld be lad to 

~lte r. n,.ent and.S1r Herbsrt Holt b43peaklng their gOod . 

o floes 1n the matter of having a olause inserted in the present 

ag eement between the Soh~~otad7 company and the C.1.~. oOTering 

researoh apparatus tor Univ.rsltt.s tn C~nada. 

Yours ~aithfUl17. 

Dr. Louis V. K1ng, 
JIaOlonald Proteasor of Ph7Sios, 
Ph78ias Building. 

(signed) A.p.S.Glassoo. 

Seoretary 



THE MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal, 
McGill UniverQity. 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

Jan. 
23rd, 
1923. 

I have just returned this morning 
from a delightful day at Schenectady and en
close a reply to Mr. Glassco's letter of the 
eighth instant which explains itself. 

With regard to a radiological out
fit of higher voltage, which Mr. Stewart de
sired me to look into, I may say that a 
200,000-volt plant is now being developed by 
the General Electric Research Laboratory and 
will be available for purchase in the course 
of a few months. The ~ost important item is 
a 200,000-volt transformer (about $4,000 U.S.). 
The remainder designed to rectify the alternat-
ing current, \8 much less costly (about 01,500 7~ /' 
U.S.). In the high tension laboratory of the /\ ~/ 
Electrical Department there is already installed 
a 300,000-volt transformer. I should suggest 
that the most economical course to pursue is 
to co-operate with this Department in the new 
building, so that the addition of the rectify-
ing equipment may be available for the research 
work of the two Departments. 

The view which I have alwa~Ts main
tained in regard to the provision of addition
al space needed by Physics and Electrical En
gineering is a new building on the site of the 
Forest Products Laboratory, to include the 
much-needed extension to the Physics Building, 
and to accommodate as well the Department of 
Electrical Engineering, a large new lecture 
theatre being made available for both Depart
ments. In view of the development of the Grad
uate School and the extension of physical r e
search work, this would relieve the Macdonald 
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To - Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal, McGill University, 
January 23rd, 1923. 

Physics Building of its present congestion) and 
enable it to carry out in more adequate fashion 
the plans of its original benefactor. 

In conclusion, I may say that Drs. 
Coolidge and Hull wish me to say,on behalf of 
the General Electric Company.that they will 
be delighted to meet and entertain an~T friends 
of the University who may wish to spend a day, 
at any convenient time, studying the practical 
development of modern scientific research workpT- St'h~;-1~t'~C' / ' 

With kindest regards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, / 

C*u.; '//(~f 
1~cdonald Professor of Physics. 



CA!~ADIAN GENERAL ELECTRIC C01:PANY 
LIMITED 

--;-;;; Cl n h / tt /: 
/?I 

Directors 

A.E.Dyment,President 
Stephen Haas Vice-President 

J.J.Ashworth, General Manager 

George W.Beardmore ~Sir Herbert Holt 
H.C.Cox Sir James Lougheed,K.C.K.G. 
Col. The Hon. W.L.Matthews 

Sir J.S.Hendrie, C.V.O. Sir Hilliam MacKenzie 
F.Gordon OsIer W.G.Ross 

V.D.Ross 



T H E MAC DONAL D P HYSICS BUILDING 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

::3ir Arthur Currie, K.C.ILG., 
Principal's Office. 
Il,IlcGill College. 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

Nov. 
16th. 
1922. 

You will remember that,at 
the recent meeting of the Macdonald 
Phy£ic s Build ing COTIlr.1i ttee, we discussed 
the possibility of the purchase of X-ray 
apparatus for Dr. L. V. King . The total 
sum req1.1 ired is $,3,500, a snm which is 
too large for us to find from our annual 
appropriations. After careful consider
ation. I forward to you the statement sent 
by Dr. King, and the estimate from the 
Canadian General Electric Comp~y. 

During the past two or three 
years, we have not spent our full appro
priations b~T El. sum amonntine, I believe, 
to several thougand dollars. The exact 
magnitude is, however, not known to us. 

If the University can purchase 
this apparatus for Dr. King I think that 
it would be money well sJent, as it wouli 
enable him to prosecute further a line of 
investigation at which he is having a con
siderable amount of success. 

If the Finance Committee is 
unable to find the money for a snecial grant 
of this kind, do you think it possible that 
some prjvate benefactor might be able to 
donate it to us? 

~ith Dr. King ' s general point 
of view that graduate and research work 
should be developed in the lfuiversity to 
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To - Sir .rthur Currie. Z.C.J.G., 
November 16th. 1922. 

the highest possible extent, I know thut 
you nnd the Governors 8!'e in hearty sym
pathy, the only difficulty being the ~ust 
division of all possible ways nnd mo&ns 
amid the rival claims for devp.lopment. 

Yours very sincerely. 
f' ) 

~ 
Director of Physics. 



JTP.T~.SlJT OH ~,~UJH.~~HT OF LABORATORY 

FOR 

In vimv of the e stablis:b.ment at McGill Uni versi ty of 
a Graduate School, the writer submits herewith a statement 
on the needs of graduate and reseeron work in Physics. 

Owine to financial stringency during the past fifteen 
years, tne equipment ~or research and graduate teaching of 
the Physics Department requires the purchase of new equip
ment, enabling a nunber of research students to nursue 
work in modern Physics. 

ArrangeMents have been made for the routine work in 
Electrical I.1easurements to be taken over in the newly con
structed Department of Electrical Engineering. This re
leases the present Electrical Ueasurements Laboratory for 
graduate work in PhysiCS, preparatory to independent re
search work. In the space thus rele~.sed, it is proposed 
to est8.blish the apparatus and equip~ent vd th which research 
work in fundamental fields may be carried out. 

A workshop is now in the course of being fitted out and 
will be completely equipped by the end of the present ses
sion . 

The field of work on which the writer has been engaged 
until quite recently (fog alarm researches, submarine sig
nals, etc.) is novl nearly completed, insofar as laboratory 
work is ooncerned. The final reports are in the course 
of preparation and it is hoped that future work on an engin
eering scale will be taken up by the Government Departments 
concerned. 

Preparations have t~lS to be made for a new field of 
research. It is proposed to establish in the laboratory 
a modern source of X-rays , suitable for the study of mole
cular structure in liquids , along which lines the writer 
has 'been engaged on theoretical work requiring confirmation. 

quotation on th"s equipme~t has been received from the 
General Electric Comp!lny, and is included herewith. \'li th 
this apparnt~s in the Graduate Laboratory it becomes pos
sible to carry out a large number of investigations of a 
fundamental type and to assign to graduate students re
search work on modern topics. 

It is felt that means should be provided from time to 
time for renewing research equipment to meet the rapid 
progress of Physical SCience , and in the course of a few 
~ears to have this laboratory known as one of the best 
equipped in America . In order to pursue this plan success-
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fully, and see it realized five years hence, it is necess
ary to be able to plan ~. 

Unless this is done and the fact known abroad, the 
Physics Graduate School of this University will not be in 
a position to compete for graduate students with the cor
responding departments in .ti.merican and other Canadian Uni
versities, ~here research apprppriations and special endow
ments for research work make it possible for those labora
tories to attack Hith sufficiently powerful weapons the 
problems confronting the physicist of today. 

SCHOOJJ J.iIBRA~Y. 

In connection with the Graduate School, there is a fur
ther need of extensions to the Library in the matter of 
current scientific periodicals, and more especially of back 
numbers of several important ('ets. 

I )f 
y'-1'lJ. 1/ .., ) 



TlOI: MAODONALD PHYilIOS BUILDING 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

June 
lOth 
1922. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principa1 1 s Office, 
McGill aollege. 

near Sir Arthur,-

On Wednesday the fourteenth 

of June, I am going to Guysborough , Nova 

Scotia . 

During my absence , the suoces-

sive Acting Directors of the Macdonald 

Physics Bu.ilding will be 

Dr . J . A. Gray 

Dr. A. N. Sh!lw 

Professor H. E. Reilley. 

Yours very sincerely , 

Director of Physics . 



._CGll~ UlJIV..:RSITY. 

June 2bd, 1921. 

I.1A",DOIL'LD PHYSICS BUILDrJG. 

The Princi aI, 
:i:cGill Uni versi tJo 

~ear Sir Arthur:-

I propose to 0 for a holiday on the 15th 

of June; my address will be Guysborough, :~ 0 S. Du ... -

ing my absence , the Actin Directors of the Physics 

Building will be , 15th - 30th June , Dr. ::.A. Gray , 

Jt.ly, Dr_ A. I .• Sha\'l , August, Professor HoJ:;J. Reilley, 

Yours very sincerely , 
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C ~e.dar in the acou~ te re nt of hi h t r~ r Ire t 

ro:fesBor 

e.sr 

ort nc 

rn s on t of ice an 

• 

or C 

r. r d other y 

io are no n ~~~r, in 

ise to ~ rry ~~ld tr 
t 

en 

rch 

ition 

.lA. o ill 

ork of 
~ 

of 0"il1 ,. ... 

'" 
In th De art ent of I c ric 1 JngOneerin h ch in ny 

ye 1.a to t e o"! h ai h 

ns. of Bor H r t, nd rig.- eneral u l.ton i idel 

Ol n. 

rOIn th" Chomic 1 bora~or ° 8 of the Univ rai~y 1 0 th I' 

h 8 188 d oont1nuous eri. of contributions 0 h J • C 1 0:1 0 .0 

f,..o th 1 o of ...,r. H rr;n t n to the re.ent ay h und r Dr. 

R.tt n there i a. erou of bl youn i lV ti or ho 'I" 

0 ged in the otudy of v ri.uua recondite ro le in thi 8 ie oa 

ich li at +10 foundat on of nocern industry. 



tur 1 oience cGill has also occupied for ost 
pI 0 in th rId of r Profe or and Lloy in 
otany, ofes or i li an Dr. ot ffor in Zoology _ de 

~08t impor nt contribution to th kno led of their re. ect1 e 

cienc~. In G logy the ork of ir illi~ D on covered ny 

fields and i 11 kno n to 11, th t of hi succes or in th 

~og n Chair of eology, on the noient ory t 111n rock of Ca a, 

on the prob1 o~ et ~or his, the ori in 0 or . nOlit , d 0 

r eently on tl e1 ti ity of rook ,( 1th Dr. Benoroft). n their 

for tion nd f10 und r gre ures, ha. thro n 11 ht u on 
ny qu stions be ring u on th d e10p nt of th arth and ha. 

reo iv a id re a r 00 1tion. 

In Various branche of ""nein ering oGil1 has 180 d 

important origin 1 contri ution to the fund ntal rincipl 0_ 
th resT)eot1vQ sci nees. ong th s III Y b r.::entioned +ho 
re e rches of rofess')r lioho1son on the eond t'ons hich obt in in 
th c lind r engino hen in 0 er t on contri ut d 
lar e1y to a true un er anding of this pr' ov r. Th ork of 
rot S80 or er n Durl y on Cc.n di n he 1'10 t 
ffieient nethod 0 their utiIi7 tion vaIu b1e 

investi.g ion 0 rri d nut for the Dominion rtr: It of n s. 
The ark of Dr. ,ok r, no ro! s or of eo nic 1 nein in in 
Uni ~rsity ColI get Lon on) on eti n of et 1 u der .t 

a.nd t~t of rofe sors Bro n nil • J3 tho on the 
defor tion 0 brid e memb ra u! er stress, nd other probleM 

carri d '1ut in he t1.n" La oratorie of cGill Univ r ity, t!"l Y 

be r ferr d to. 



The ork of Dr. tanafield n the -leotrio ~rn(ce and 

it ad ptation to modern needs i 

In ad1t1on to the e 1nv st1gations .hicll rerresent (0 u 1 

adv noes of soience Y re earoh into the unkno nand hi.h re, 

therefore, of orld-~1ae v lu • the taff of ·oG111 Un1 er.ity 

contri ut d to the aevoloF~ent of the ominion ~ ~~ 
~~~~ their servic on ny GoverI~ nt nor ion and 

oard, uch s the Co i ion of Con ervbtion, the ouneil for 

)oientific Indu trial· search, ,ivil ervic ~o ~'lsion, v r10us 

r Boards, &c. &0. 



THE MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING. 

Dr. F.D. Adams, 

Dear Dr. Adams, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL. 

February 6, 1920. 

I did not call a Physics Building 

Committee yesterday, as there was nothing to report 

or to decide, since our last meeting. 

Mr. E.S.Bie1er may staad for the 

1851 Exhibition. He would be an excellent representative. 

J~. A.A.Scott has decided to lea~e at the 

end of April to jOin as Physicist the Abitibi Paper and 

pulp Co. 

I found that he was determined to go even 

if we had offered him an Assistant Professorship at ~2500. 

It will be hard to replace two such excellent 

demonstrators next year. 

Your's sincerely, 



_cGill t;niversit.y. 

aCLona1~ 'hysic, Buildin~ • 

• ontrenl t TOV. 1st. Hn~ 

Dr.- R.I<.Ruttan.· 

Dec.r ,ir:-

The Registrar r.;ks for t~le _.acdon:..1d J,')hysics 

BuildinG COIll!1i ttec Report before 10th ovenber. - draft 

is c11closed for you!' co lsider~,tio- • 

(1) Do you p:tJrove thls dr""rt le 

( ... ) or wh't corr ,ction do you SU{L.e ? 

(.J) Do you w.nt E'- meeting 5 p.m. Tuesd'y 5th Nov. 

consider this report? 

Yours sincerely. 



Re ort of the Phys:cs Building Co~ittee. 

For 191fl-1919. 
--------------------------

The ateendance at lectures and laboratories &t t~e commencement 

of the session in 1919 as as follors 

• acul ty of Arts 209 

Commerce 75 :J{))-~ 1/ 
Faculty of .• p_:>l:ed /0 04 
Science 1st ear 280 

2nd year l6J 

Faculty of I':e6.icine 275 

The ~nysics Buil6.ing, ith a single staircase, and ith but one 

door to the theatre, has neither elenentary laboratory nor lecture 

accoll'lilodution for such large numbers. Hence a definite future 

~olicy is essential if teaching is to be rendered efficient. 

If there is rigid reztt~iction of numbers im all f· culties, 

1ith adm:ssion purely by merit, a great stimulus 1ill be given 

to Education both in the Province and Dominion. 

Failing such acti n the fol~ouing courses may be recommended 

in order of arrangement. 

(1' The erection of Eo, new .. 3hysics Buildir..g near the 

Re ~ dpath Library. The exi~tence of the tunnel beneath the 

Campus may hOtever render such a site impractiaable. 

(2) A new large lecture thec.tre 'l.TId elementary laboratory 

in close proximity to the present Physics Building preferably 

near the prosent Forest ~roducts tempor&ry buildings. 

(3t A large theatre and laboratory at the South end 

of the old 1,.edic'1 Build:"ng. This would resent gr~ve diffi-

culties as the buildings would be so far alGY as to lead to 

duplication of c.. paratus and incre~ se of st'.ff. 



2. 
(4) The res€nt lecture Theatre in tLe Physics 

Building should be entirely reseated for incre&sed numbers, 

and the top floor rearr&nged for an enlarged elementary laboratorY 

This would be a temporary expedient. 

It may be noted that the present difficulties involving 

du lication and even tri lication of lectures, began to be 

accenttiated when the Faculty of Ledicine sent their students of 

the first year to the Physics Building. Their urgent 

requirements are not no' met. In the meantime the Governors 

endeavoured to meet the immediate re~uirements by a liberal 

grant for an incre,-se of equi ment, app::.ratus c.nd supplies. 
----------------

The illustrious physicist, ,Sir Ernest Rutherford, Ylhose 

researches at !llcGill n""i versi ty iTill have lasting fame, has been 

& ~ointed to the Ct.. ~/'ish Chai1~.of Physics at the University of 

Cambridge. 

Dr. Howard T. Barmes, F.R.S., for~er Director of Physics, 

has been placed on the retired list owing to ill health. His 

work on Ice, and his researcnes in Heat, have been a notable 

contribution to Science. 

Dr. A.S. Eve, C.B.Z.,F.R.S, absent for four years in 

connection lith various ar activities has been appointed 

Director of Physics. 

Dr. L.V. King was this year President of the Section of 

1lathematics and Physics at the meeting of the Royal Society of 

Canada at ottawa. He has contributed to the Transactions of 

the Royal Society of London a valuable monograph on his 

researches on fog-signals 

Dr. A.J.Gray has returnea to lis dutles as ~ssociate 

Professor of Physics after four years ab~ence in France and 



3. 
En land. His work n connection ith Sound Ran ing has received 

highest praise from the most coopetent aut30rities. 

DI'. . • • Shall has had his uppointment as .... ssociate 

Profes~or confirmed. At a ti~e of stress he as teo orari1y 

transferred from. acdon:::.ld College • 

. ~. J.H.Hend rson, research fe110n from Delhoresie, 

derr.onstro.tor in bysics has proceeded to Cambridge Uni versi ty 

ith an 1851 Exhibition. 

Lr. L.E.Bieler has returned after serving in France and 

also cl:.!.rryin,-, oub Scientific \7ork for the .. dmiral ty. 

:iss 1.:. mitt ... formerly of LcGill t.:niversity has returned 

as demonstr~tor after a year's experience at the University of 

1berta. 
------------------

Im.Jroveme ts .... '-_~:,"'en nade in trJi lighting and ventilation 

of the building by the Barsar and :~. Lalrence . 

The Scientific ~.ibrary and apparatus of Dr. H.J . Barnes, 

bogether rrith tl:e model Of the ice breaker "Tarmo" have been 

purchased from the Physics Building appropriations. The 

library hus been reorg~n~sed and will rove ~ valuable stimulus 

to sound teaching and rese~r ' .~. 

The number of demonstra 
()V< 

ls not yet sufficient to cope ~ 

with the 
1'h~"'" 

present availab.Le. work, but rr~!:l.en are not at 
~ 

The purchc.s£i:ng of such ap1-'~r t~ is necessary to render the 
A 

Physics De artment efficient mU.c 0e a gradull rocess spread 

over several years , as pr~ces are a t present exces~ively hi h , 

and ~Qnufacture is still far from nor~al. 



Grc._nts from the 1 onora~ Advisory Council for 
4. 

i' 
Scientific lnuustrial Research have been and are ~ great 

f 
Unfortunatly there are not . .1en at present a ailable for 

burs r:es, studentships and fellovships. It ~il~ t ke four 

years to secure the normal supply of honour and grudu[te 5tudents 

Meannhile the prcgress of ~hYSicst) both theoretical ~nd 

applied, has continued through ut the world on a phenomenal 

s6ale,~ nd future advancJLonts are l~zely to hrve a profound 

influence on a country ~it~ such great n9tur&1 resources &s 

Canada. 
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Mc GILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

THU: MACDONALD P.aYBICiI BUILDING 

17 December 1926 

Sir Arthur Cur'rie , 
Princi')a1 of lIcGil1 University-

Dear Sir Ar;,;hur, 

"; ill you please accept" my anol
ogies for faili 0 0 attend the Univer
si ties Conferen e'/ ., cst .... rday afternoon, a 
subject in whi0a I c:l.f'l greatly inter·ested. 

I becc.me involved in an in-ueresti'l1g 
problem after lunch at home and the engage
ment entirely sli,ped my memory, for which, 
of course, ~here 1s no excuse. 

Yours very si~c :'oly, 



ecember 7th. 1926. 

ear Pr feasor Eve:_ 

With r&~erence to your note 

abo t ~esterdayts meetin , you ~ill not ~orget 

~~ I told you to- ay. The Co mi tee 1 Meeting 

ag in in the early pnrt of Janua in order that 

we may reco. end certain au Jeots for d BC salon 

at the C nfo ence Of Can~ ian nlvorsit es hloh 

this yoa~ Is likely to me.t in London during the 

first days of June. 

Yours faithfully. 

Principal. 



THE MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING 

Mo GILL UNIVERSITY 

MON'.rREAL 

18 June 19&:!6 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal McGill University, 
Montreal. 

DeB.r Sir Arthur, 

I am leaving Montreal for a holiday 
from Monday June 21 to about July 20. 

My telegraphic address is Eve, Magpie, 
Que. 

During my absence Professor Reilley 
and Dr. Shaw will in turn act as Directors 
of the Physics Building and carry on all 
necessary business. 

YOt~S very sincerely, 

L~ 



The Macdonald Physics Builuing 
~JcGill University 

The Principal, Sir Arthur Currie, 
Dean Ira Mackay, Faculty of Arts, 
Dean C. F. Martin, Faculty of Medicine. 

Gentlemen, 

.:.\[ontreal 
May 5th, 1926. 

In the proof-sheets of the Calendar for 
the Session 1926-27 there is a useful summary 
entitled -

"Pre - professional Courses" 

In the First Year there is Physics ,&nd in the Second 
Year Physics is made an option wi~h Lhilosophy or 
Psychology_ -

The Department of Physics wishes to place 
on record the fact that students who take the First 
Year ~hysics in Arts onl~ will not be sufficiently 
prepared in Physics to proceed to the Faculty of 
Medicine. The First Year course is given to a large 
number of students in the Faculty of Arts and is of 
a very general nature to explain as far as possible 
the elementary principles of Mechanics , Heat, Light, 
Sound and Electricity. It is scarcely possible for 
any student to obtain an adequate grasp of so many sub
jects in a single year. It is necessary to bear in 
mind also that in the subject called "Physics" in the 
High Schools of this province covers Mechanics and. Heat 
only. Moreover many students come to us who have done 
no Physics at all. It is therefore recommended that ,in 
the course for the Second Year,Physics shall not be an 
optional subject but that stud.ents shf.. ;,e requIred to 
take the course called"Physics U('wi tb. '1;" Jsics I " as a 
prerequisite in order that they may go forward with an 
adequate equipment for their Medical career. 

It may be noted that in the case of Chemistry 
two years are now given to the subject, the first year 
beIng Organic and the second year Inorganic Chemistry . 



A. S. Eve, May 5th, 1926 P. 2 . 
., . 

' . 

It is further to be noted that First Year Physics is 
only a two hour subject in the lecture theatre and a two hOlr 
subject in the laboratory and this would be regarded as wholly 
insufficient by such bodies as The Rockefe11er and Carnegie 
Institutes. 

It is very desirable that the Faculty of Medicine should 
clearly make up their mind whether they do or do not want 
Physics LM. If they do not we will cancel the course, but it 
would be contrary to the professional judgment of myself and 
my colleagues in this Department. 

Yours very sincerely, 



Dr. l. S. Eve. 
Physics r ildin~, 
'!cGl11 University. 

~'y dea.r !lr ..... ve!-

"ay 7th, 1926 . 

! l-},-ve :,to'lr lnt.f..r of the 
[th of 2:~y 7 nak iuc c prates t 011 tre part of 
the Departnent of Ihysics with reference to the 
announcement in the C~lendcr re pre-professlon~l 
coursos. 

I hln~ ycu re I ~ite riCht 
in putt1ne you department on record and it ~~y 
be that "e [I.:"e !!I"kin'" t" ""ietake, 't-ut I h~ve con-
5111 ted the !>ep:J.rtment of ;"edic i 'I'le on more thn.n 
onG occasion '.it 1 re'fe.eT~e to t .is 1 tter. r:hey 
a~ 1 re ~e thrt the arr~n~e~onts rs ~e forth in 
th(: Call:!T).d~'" "'or next :J~"r f'ro r"lite ~~ti:'l:fc.ctory 
to thorn and ~hct they ~ant nothln~ ~ore. e shall 
lJ.ave to s~o ;)VI no ""'"!'f)sont le 11 • 'o~:,=s out. 

Yours faithfully, 

Princirt:>l. 



D~. A. S. Eve, 
Physics Building. 

1y deer Dr. Eve:-

I was delighted to see in this 
morning's Gazette what you h~ve confirmed by your 
letter of the 18th that Dr. Foster an International 
Research Fellowship. I have already rritten him n 
brief note of congratulation. Certainly the 
sugGestions off~red in your letter '111 be observed. 
naMely, ttiat le has per~i~sio2 to remain a lay until 
the ber;1nninr, of the Un1verR! ty \"ork next J2nua.ry 
~nd his salary vill be ~nid a~ usual. 

1/c....I'-t ~ I n~ also clnd to see that 
~~]mr/has baen proMotod. 

Yours faithfully. 



TUE MACDONALD PHYSICS B U ILDING 

:\IcGILL U~VERSI'l.'Y 

MONTREAL 

Sir .rt.ur Currie, 
rinci. a: ~.3Gil: Uni versi t;r, 
on·rea: 

Bear S'r Ar hur, 

. "ay 
E:igL.toe lth 
1926 

y colleague :Jr. Foster h been Eo' 'arJ.ed an Inte.t'-
nat :cnal Research fello',lShi) b T t' n Int{ r ':'ona~'" uc .. ion-

1 oard. h':'s iTill en~ble !l~~ to proceecl to Copvn- . 
ha'l}r: to ror'~ iTi th :?rofessor : :els Bohr and. others on 
the (""I tar-~ ''"'feet, ·:e wlll ,-,0 ~heru at the be inni"Yl· oi' 

ut:;ust, :' ... ' in i 1 t .. e ritis'l s30ciatior: a Oxi'o:;:>d 
01 i.::: r y 

The amount of the Fello'vs' i) Is ~500 wi ,,1 all 
tr veIl ilL..., e: '3 'lS", s. I am ver,). '"' nxio'ls t .. ' t le s' ... O 1 ~ 
ta-"e ful~ a v'3.D.v'..ge of thi great opporvun:ty W.i.31 'i"l 
undoubtedly enable him to ass~ e av-::r" lead':n~ ... osition 
on tlis continent in the. atter ' of the Stark ~i'fect and 
allied roblems in sJ.)ec ....... oscopy. I t:,.J.ere:'ore ar;1 J. our 
per .. : s'ur.. fvl"li. to re .. ' in u.ntil t.e end. of t eye .... :;:> 
anQ i~ ;'11 be a ~reat Jle~~ure t .is cGl"e~gues here 
to divide 1:.1 :11s \'lOrk in S..l.ch a way tlat t'e in::.;trll.ction 
at l!cGi:::'l '/i:'l not suffer, I ~ m'1y 'Je r:scc['s' ry :or 1 :m 
to ... '"'~ a dexolstrato~ for t c ~o t'~ of vctober, ~ovember 
a Id. De.Jember to cover SO!'1e of the 'lOrk v/ll:cl ... he w ill not 
be able to do,::';o t .. ~t A240 of l:S ~500 mijht be abGorbed 
in tmt ,\";ay, In the reant'me, rlowever, i falil: '7i1" be 
in '''ontre I f: d trlLst ' at yCJU will } .. r :~ : .. ls i'ull 
salary to continue a~ usual. 

I a~ very deli~hted at t~is hono'~ witch has been 
co"'fe .... rec u.on hIn, 

YO'l w":"ll a~so be ir:+,crestec:. to . e'"'r t 9.t on~ 0'" 0 r 
youn ...... deMo s~!' tors, • '. ~TEoC' ')y, !l' s an a. ~ ointmer.. 4- as 
T)rofe~GO~ of hysi cs au t' e ~Tn i versi t .. of :;ew Jru.:r~ vi ck 

(" 



M<? GILL UNIVERSITY 

T"'-,,-OUJJTY OF ::vn~DIGIXI'; 

Ol''FICE OF 'l'B}~ DI';AN 

MONTR]~ 

11 a y 
Eleventh, 
1 9 2 6. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C .lI.G. 
Princ ipal - IIcGUl University I 
)I 0 n t rea 1. 

Dear Sir Art hur J 

I am sending herewith a copy ot a 

letter received from Professor Eve, and also copy ot my 

reply, for your information. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Dl!'.AN. 



," 

COP Ys 

The Macdonuld. Physics Building Is 

Dr. C. ,. Martin, 
Dean ot the laculty ot lIedicine, 

Glll Univer.ity. 

Dear Dr. IlaMin, 

May 8th, 1926. 

I enclose a copy ot a letter received from 
Sir Arthur Currie in reply to my letter ot which I sent you 
a copy a tew day. ago • 

. We, ot course, accept the decision ot the umpire 
wit hout ressrve, but my quest ion is not yet answered •• to 
whether you wieh us to wipe out Physics lM or not. We do not 
wish to waste time over an Unl1eCessary course, though certainly 
we deem it advisable tiat all students should take it. It can 
be 1ett, it you del ire , an opt ional course ', In any case, I 
ahould be glad it you would give me an opportunity at the next 
meeting ot the 'aculty of liedicine to make all the member. ot the 
'aculty aware ot the situation. because, in aJ judgment. we are 
embarkina on n cour8e of inltruction in lIedicine which is absolutely 
unsound in it. Icientit1c foundations. and this .hould not be 
dono without the whole ot the Faculty being fully aware ot the 
.ituation. 

Yqura very .ineerely. 

(S,igned) ~. S. EVE. 



• . ~ COPY tor th Principal. 

y 10th, 1926. 

Protessor A. S. e. 
Depart ent ot Physics, 

GUl University, 
• '0 n t r e 1. 

Dear Prot-easor ve: .. 
• 

ny t.hanks tor your gOod lette~ 01 
dated the 7tb. from 1r rt ur Currio. 

Y 8th, anc 10 ing one, 

Th point wbich w .. isb to k in the c1i ca 1 culty is 
simply thi8:~ e do not tor ment presume to dictate to the 
Facult.y of rts on the subject catt.er of t.heir curriculum. 'le can only 
spocHyas to .. hat are the requirements in the cu1ty of ediome. It 
has been decreed that the premedical requirements cover a period ot not 
leee t n two ye re. Where this minimum is adopted, w do not leel 
justified in allotting ore than one year or this time t.o ' Physics .. 
el e 01. her subjects .. Ul be neglected. On tbe other hand, if three 
year pre edieal course is taken, as nOli occur in th double courses 
leading to "the degree of .D. t we quite concur tl t two '1 r ot Phy ic 
would bean dy ntage. 

Undor -existing condit.ions, I caunot gee why Physics 1-
would not afford all that is deeired tor the edic 1 students it it were 
given, as n the case e. tew years ago. At that time students were 
admitted itbout a pre iOU8 tnowl dge ot Physics and ere given a com-
prehensive course in one year. . . 

othing is further fro our wishes t ban that 10U 8 uld wipe 
out Physics 1-11. On the contr ry. we would like to express th hope that 
ttat course ight be so odified as to permit students of t tirst . 
year taking it. 

. Should you t ind it q,uite impossible to odify Physics 1- in 
accordance with the above auggeet.ion. I BtU1 teel that the Faculty 1t'Otlld 
be obliged to rer:ain .content ith Phyoics 1 covering one., r' 6 work. 8 

,8 ~annot OVerlo c1 the two year prl,fl0dical curriculWll with the subj ect of 
Physics. I y y that the 1n~'hvantl1ge in such a step would be 
that students ot GUl who have t kon the pre edical course . ould cOJllS 



ProtesPOr A. S .•• - 2. .7 10th, 1926. 

to the IItdloal 8011001 permps lesl adequat.ely prepared iR Physica tbua 
thoae tft. tbe 1IAjori\1 ot other Un1yer~l ~'St where a more ooapnh.ns1Ye 
cour •• in Physics 1& &lv.Jl iD olle single lear to premad10al st.ud.me. 

Wit.h reterence to 10ur tear that. the ,Rock.reller J'oundation 81ght 
not. vu. w1th tavour our insist.ence that Physics 111 the premedical coura. 
be cont·taed to one lear, I -1 8&y t.l'at. neither the Bocketeller nor the 
Carnegie Fowdat.ions _k. any 8'tipulatlon a. t.o the .. aunt. of tiM required 
in the preIHdical aubJects. ben the IlOR .t.r1npl)t regulations of the 
at.at.e Boards in t.he Unit.d States do aot. require lIOn than six bours :per 
.... k OYer )all a ¥Ur ill Physics; and we do not, therefore) tear an, .d~ers • . 
critic!._ fro. those aources. 

I oan only express the hope ot practically all the .. abers of the 
facult, tlat. lOll. ., st1ll see your .. , to modifying ~be cours. 1-. to 
•• et the ne.ds ot our Medical "oult,. 

ID concluelon, I Deed not add that W8 .Ui, et ce"rse, welcOIle any 
at.tenant you care to preunt at. the Ilext Facult., m.eting. 

Very 81ncerel.,y yours, 

C/~, 
. ' DIAll. 



u 

~foGILL UNIYERSITY 

MONTH.EAL 

THIll MACDONAI.D PHYSICS BUILDXNG 

~ir .Tt'Cur CurTie t 

~/ ... 'incip[11 : ·cGill L 4i ver~'::" ty , 
~.ontro"'- . 

Deal' Sir .L.rtl!ur, 

J.?' fteeL.th 
1926 

This is ~~tte: an interes~i~g 8i~e
li tt on t~e effect of our 4~ericnn Physical 
Society rneetin~ - a cordial letter to Profes
sor Reilley from :'-r. Corter o~ tLe ::3ell 
Tele! hone L~ho atories, ~;evl York, who Wql:;l 

di LCl ssi:u~ wi -:1: him wm:, intere..., tint pro
blems' p_~ctical lnd tLeoretic~l, o~ ·~a 
r.leasureLlent 0:: sour 1, on the SOll! d-proofi:r:g 
of buildings &wl on the absorption 0." sound 
by ii£ferent materials. 

Yourf:.. very since~·el. t 



COP Y 

195 Bro ... cl, ay, ... -c· YOTk, 
arch 12, 1926 

Professor H. E. Reilley, 
.':acdonald ... hy~ics :Building t 
~cGill Univercity, 
~ontTeal, Janada. 

De r ~rofessor ~ei:1ey; 

I have Te. orted the "~ontre"'l m etine of tee 
American od: si'~< 1 Society as tb.e mOet thorou. hly er:.joyable 
or.e in eve y .... ay t1:ut I have yet attended. The atmosphere 
of the meetinr seerred vO promote easy and pleasant social 
C ontucts, \'1:icl: I d re say are ~ore irr.port nt in a neeting 
t1:an specific scientific informat ion gain ~d. Such al. ... at

:n'J .... p:_c'e co"ld o .... ly be tl:e result of cnreful plQ.r.s on tbe 
part oi I.. ...... e Depnrtlllcr:.t 0:: hy .... ics 0': ':c'"'ilJ Un·yer ity. I 
am wr i ti '1 to f'S - you to ccert rn, Tf:"t, • t--c..e an - appreciation. 

I wis._ , too, to oX ... reE:s pleEls'T€> in - ".-L f ue ID"'" " yo ac ... i ~t ce. T ho e it cO' be °'Jsterc - '"'t 
n ,,_ 

......Tv ... eT 
': .... a. tt.a .- YOl ':'11 c<i.l o J. "':e ill en i ...... e vOT ... for 

c I c E.LVe. In pr _'ticulF; , it .0' be a 
p~ e'"'su'-e 0 i 00. c , , Ot "0 £. lyO .8 at + '~e "'"'ell ele :.oYe 
~Ja o ' "~rie~ in ;".o£e wor' .. you h ve . intt::::-re t. 

I E."Il 

Yo:..r ... very E. .cc el; , 

(si ned) C.,..: L . ..., ','. C 



aroh 11th, 1926. 

~y dear Dr. Eve:-

ith referenoe to YOlr let er of 
yesterday re r. alter Stawartts reoent gifts to 
the h7sios Dopartment 9 I am attaohing here ith 
oopies of letters whioh were sent to him in aoknow
ledgment. 

The g·fts w re reported" at 
meetings of the Finanoe Committee and also at 
meetings Of the BO Lrd of Governor. I should not 
b surprised if SODO nention had b en Made in the 
pr 53 at the time. CertBlnly~ 0 far as rr 
Rtewart is oonoerned, every n c .ssary aokno~lede
rnont was rn~de · to him. 

I sincerely hope you will m ke 
some effort to tr ca the sourco of your infor~ation 
nnd inform the pcrti 6 that there is no ground for 
any possible oomp1r1nt. 

Yours faithfully. 

Dr ft. S. Eve. 
DIreotor of hysles Building, 

eGI11 Un1versity. 



')-foGILL UmVERSITY 

MOX'l.'REAL 

T H E MACDONALD PHYSICS B U ILDING 

u·r Arthur Currie. 
Principal l':cGil::' :';ni versi tJr , 
110ntreal 

Dear Sir Arthur. 

··~~·ch 

.?inih 
1~26 

You \li11 rl3call that L:r. lal ter :,'. Ste\d3,l't 
made t 10 gifts of money to ti.e ::acdonald Phy~ :'C6 
Builcling for e:J_pendi ture on ap:9~ratus; one of tl.ese 
went to the t.eneral Fund and the other was ear
marked for ";1'. :L.ir.Lg'...; oxpendi ture or. special appar
atus. ·,7e ~ere enabled, ouing to t:i:is kindness, to 
obtnin apparatus of n valuable Cl nracter, v/hich is 
constantly in use a d very beneficial. 

These gifts 'Here duly ac;':nowledged in the 
nnunl 3eport under the ~epartment of PhYSics, but 

I learned rece~tly, in rather a rou4dabo~t ~a~ tnut 
theBe gifts had not been reported to the Governors 
and possibly vlere not ac~m -'ledged in any other 
fas:i:ion than thut above indicated. I ~~ not sure 
w'.et" er .:r. Jte- Jart really wi shos such ack..l0wledrment 
to be made 01' not, but it would be very unfol'tunate 
if there \Jas any lack of approciation of (.is gener
osity and I t:i:orefore veLture t o brin Lhis Doint 
to yo' r notice i'or cO.ls';"de:r'l ~ion please. 

Your...; very sincerolJ , 



(J ~: -, J LJ :J 
C/{ () d-"1rv LL-t/~ L ~12-(' C 

BELL TELEPHONE LABORATORIES 

P_OFE~~Ort ~. 0 . EVE 
._c'}ill University 
~."ontreal , P.~ . 
Canacia 

Dear Professor Eve: 

INCOR P ORATED 

463 WEST STREET 

NEW YORK 

I.~arcr 1 , 1926 
I N R E PLY REF E R T O 

1',:KD - <./lV·'" - ::: "':) 

R E PLY I NG TO 

s a member of the Physical 30ciety and the ptical 

oCiety , I want to express r:1y appreciation of the generous and 

delightful reception which you:r University accorded to us . I 

am S"llre that everyone who came to the L.ontreal meet ing will 

always remember it as an unique event. 

If you think that it would please the Chancellor 

and Governors of the University I should be glad to vITite 

them a letter or to have this one transmitted to them . 

I enjoyed the privilege of the several conversa

tions I had with you and hope to meet you again soon in 

1ashington or xiord . 

Very sincerely Jiou.:.:"s , 

• 



J. B. HARKIN. 

COMMISSIONER 

IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO FILE . • ••• • • 

P: : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

CANADA 

CANADIAN NATIONAL PARKS 

OTTAWA 

NATIONAL PARKS 

MIGRATORY BIRDS CONVENTION ACT 

HISTORIC SITES 

TOWN PLANNING 

November 25 , 192~. 

Dear Colonel Bovey, 

Some time ago hen 
you were in Ottawa you kindly offer~d to 
consiuer hdving Dr. A. S. Eve give the 
opening lecture of the oeum series this 
vinter. I passed on the inform tion to 
the Acting Dirdctor of the seum t th~ 
time, but it no appedrs that an unavoid
able delay in arranging the lecture pro
gramme vill prevent the cceptance of your 
vJry kind offer. The Acting Director of 
the luseum has asked me to convey this in
formation to you and expres his appreci
. tion of the courtesy th~t you have ex
tende~ I am sure that lcGill 1 s generous 
offer in this connection will be kept in 
mind d.nd pos.3ibly made use of at a future 
date 

Yours very truly, 

Colonel Bovey, ~~ AS8 1 t to the Principal, 
cGill University, 

Montreal, p. Q. 
HOy0r3 LloYli, 
Supervisor, 

lild Lif e Protec tion. 
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·0 
Sent mber 28th, 1925. 

Dr. A. S. Ev , 
Dl acto • Phls1c Bul1d1no • 

··cGill Unlv~ri;) ity. 
" 

De r Dr. Evc:-

:an7 thnnk for your note 
of the 24th. 

I sb~ll try to cet th 
co. Ittee togeth r in the vory near future. 

y ur~ faIthfully, 

Prinoipal. 



.. 

S ptember 2Stho 192 

Dr. R. F. Ruttan. 
D1reotDr, Depnrt ent of Chemistry, 

cGill University. 

Doar Dr Ruttan:-

ill you be good enough to 
attend a committee meeting in the Prinoipal's 
Office on Thur d y, October 1st at 4.30 p.m. 

The meeting ;ill oonsider 
matters in refer no to futur rr ngements in • 
the Depart ent of Physics. 

Dr. Eve, 
Dr. R. M. Mackay, 
Dr. I.A.Mackay, 
Dr. O. Maas, 
Prof. Gillson 
Dr. D.A.Keys. 

Yours faithfully. 

Principal's Seoretary. 



M e G ILL U~""I''"ER SITY 

l\IONTREAL 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Princiual McGil1 University, 
Montrenl . 

Dear Sir il.rthul', 

Sent ember 
r~\venty- fourth 
1925 

I hrve written to Laski for the ~ddress 
w' ic' "'lOl' desired E..nd I have &lso written to ID:r 
old friend Sir lilliuQ Bragg for his advice . 

Enclosed is a list of names plrced before 
you for consideration as sui t able for a Select i on 
Committee. 

Yoqrs ver- sincerel7, 



Sir Pr~hur Currie, Princi~al 

Dr. R. F. Ruttan, Dean of the Gradlate Faculty 

Dr. A. S. Eve, Director Denartment of Physics 

Dr. O. Maass, Ph sical Chemistry 

Prof'essor A. H. S. Gillson, representing J,rathematical 
P"1 Tsics 

Dr. D. A. Keys, representing Ph-sies. 



Dr. A. S. Eve, 
Department of Physics, 
~cGi11 Unlvers i ty. 

Dear Dr. Eve:-
, 

October 6th, 1925. 

Thank you very much for sending me 
Dr. Frost's observations re the ork of ~iss 
Douglas. I am very gl d to see this further 
testimony of her worth. 

I wish·we could make a beginning in 
the matter touched u on in your closing sentence. 

You 5 faithfully, 

Principal • 

• 



~lcGILL UXIYERSI'1'¥ 

~JONTREAL 

'l.'HF.: ~I.~cDO"'ALn PUYSICS BUIr.IHSG 

Sir ilrthur Currie, 
Priucipal 1.:c ~ill uni vel'si ty , 
... ,Iontreal. 

Dear Sir trtilUr, 

October 
Sixth 
1925 

I send an appreciation by Dr. Frost, 
Jirector of the Yerkes Observatory, of Miss 
Douglas ,who , as you know, is on the Staff of 
the lrlacdonald Physics Building. ::iss Doug-
las worked during the entire SUITUTIer at tI:!.e 
Yerkes Observatory and had a most enjoyable and 
useful experience t:tere. I feel sure t.llat you 
would like to place tLis letter on your files. 

I cannot help cherishing a hope that ~ ~ 
may be able in our next Calendar to announce 
courses in Astronomy and AstrophiT ics by Profes -
sor Gil180n and by Uiss Douglas. Por why should 
Vie hide such bright lights beneath a bushel ? 

Yours very sincerely, 



TUE 1I1A('uOl'<ALD PUYSH':S llUILDH.U 

~f()GILL t:~ I\-EHHI'l'L" 

)IOX1'HJ·;.\L 

JanUfl.r~1 
'1. \lent "-Sf venth 

1 9 2 5 

~iT rth-r Cur~ie, 
Princi!,< 1 o. = cGill --ni versi ty, 
::o .. 1,rcc.l. 

After consultation Vl~ th 'Jir :r..1e..:>t ~uti_el'fo~'~, 
~r . : .. ~ . T •• ~.""1ood and rofesso:'" J. C. :~cLennf'".1.n t Vie have 
d.ecideu on p -rc:-asinE an :: . .'atus r.:1ainl~· fro:n Hilger, 
Lond.on, amountinf, to n'out ,a'"ooo, "'nd. v":e 're satisfied 
th£..t tI.is :lloney would. be vl.i..sely s)ent. rile:er I s h~ve 
mr (le a special conce..;sion of 5 percev:t di;:;c014l1t 011 the 
firs I" y5000 and 10 percent on the seconcl ,'5000. I .... 'his 
il3 to be rer:aTclc,d as co.fiJential by tr..eir own rey"uezt, 
but the ten.1s are li ueral and 00 ::lewhat unexpected. 

: write to re~uest thct the balance of tr..e sum 
le pI ..... ced permanently on yO'lr an mal estirfates so that 
it can be spent from time to time on o~)ticel appo.ratus 
a>3 it may be re uired for rede:lrCl'! \;o:ck. Also ti:at 
it mcy receive such intere~t as the ~niver..;ity may re
f[~rd n,S e':iui t::.. "ole, possiOl·· 5 percent. 

In this \'l':.y VlO shall be able to recc.pture our 
previous position, and with c-:..,re and induetr:v we may 
even, as ~tl'!erford s rgests, find thct t~o fire wo.~ a 
b Lo ...;sinr in divt.;:':'i.::.), '.:' \; Le t modern E..ppal~at1,' ~ to 
rc~ laco the cl( . 

This letter ic Leinf fo:cwarclccl bote to the 
Principrl and to t1:e Jecrotary. 

Yours vnr;:r si!~cereJ-:l;, 

~ 
~ircctor Department of Physics. 



Jflr~HI mtnibersitp 
MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING. 

MEMORANDUM June 18th, 1925 • 
To.. .5ir A.:r:t.4ur C:urr~.~ 1. 

. FROM 11 • .:). Eve. 

!-lenr dir Arthur, 

I am going off for a holiday for four or five weeks 
and my addres~ either for letters or for telegrams will 
be ,,'agpie, Cue . 

During my absence first Professor Rei lley and later 
Jr. Foster have kindly consented to act as ~irector of 
.l:'1:ysics. 

A telegram would reach me in about a day but there is 
but one post a week. 

/ 



TUE t.lAcHoNALH l-'UYSU.:S HU1LUllSU 

:M<.:UILL 1·~I\·EHSn'Y 

~IOX'l'HE.\L 

_:1" A't_ r Currie , 
Princi"."'tl .. c· ill :"niversi. y, 
.h.on tret 

J)e f:r uir Artu ... r, 

1.1< Y 
Jevelltt. 
1925 

Yo'\.' \.ill be ir.tere...:ted to .Jee LLe 01::'0 line 
11.l er.. te..; l inonial received 1rom the very er.linent 
ph~JiGist Jtark on the wor: of our recentl~ 'p 
poil .. ~e6. Jr . J. 0 . FOJter. 

"1fucn. respected -':;olle&gt e - r.:any uhulli:Q 
for yO'ir le 4 t er of l •• arc..': 20th , <tnd your 
reprints . ):0\.11" neVl results appeal' to ToW 
as the bes'.:: Lnd most beautiful on the 
dub j ect of the Jtark- e ro '.cct . I LlUut 
the~eforc TIublis~ in my article, (in Hand
book .:.rranged by :'1 . !"ien ) w::ici;. probably 
will appear L,o a sener '6 ' OC .. , ~o+ 1" own 
spectogramJ , but '" C"': ~ I. '. "C-;-/J 0// I, 

5';5'nf~ - ..::> / n n r\ 
\7e are very for ~("'("I : .. ,~.l __ 'c:.' the as-

sist ~ce of & ~~n W1:0 is at tce .Jame ti~o eminent 
i 1 re .... ca1"cl:, a rood ~e .cher , r ... nd a pl easant col:;"e[~Qle . 



~lc(;rLL l-~ I'· EHSITY 

:\IOX·l'l~E.' L 

~il Arthur Currie, 
?rincipal . c~il1 Tniverslty, 
.:ontrc 1 . 

...Jeer ,-,ir J..rthur, 

.J pril 
_ iftcentl_ 
19~5 

YOU will remember that S0me correspondence 
passed between r. ::eldrum 3tewc rt and I~cGill LJni v
ersi ty. ":e oug1:t to decide s:.ortl' whet::or Lo in
clud.e some lectures on .dstl'onomy next seSSion or 
not. _I it is not thou~ht advisable to start a 
l..'epL.rtment 0:::' -~stronomy, nevert:teless some addi
tional lectures might be becun by Professor Gillson 
and by :,.iss Dougla..:3, in which case a s Latement to 
that effect should appear in the calendar. 

The real ifficulty is that this v!ouJ.d involve 
some relief froD the Jenartment of llathemrtics 
in order to free To~es~or Gillson for thid work, 
so t!lU t, as 1 pOinteLl out in a previ ous letter, 
ad.ditional expense wou:d be involved. 

Jould you please let me Imml your vlishes in 
this matter ? 

Yo~rs very sincerely, 



~lcGJLL l ' ~IYJ':HSI'I ' ¥ 

~rO~'I'I~ K\J .. 

'rllg ;\J :\. U I)O X ALI) }'JIYSH."': :-i Jll~ l L l)lX (;. 

Jir Arthlr Currie, 

. February 
Twenty-third 
1925 

Principal UcGill University, 
I,10ntreal. 

Degl~ Sir Arthur, 

I was rt Ottawa on Jaturuay at an Air Research 
Conuni ttoe _.lectin"". I invited :Jr . Ste'vart of the Ob
servatory to luncl~ vii th me in order to tall:: over pos
sibilities . The offer of the liaison between McGill 
Unive sity and the Ottawa Observa-tory is a genuine 
onc v/hich might prove of advantage to bot};. parties in 
the futu.re . 

'70uld it not bo wise to form a small Comrni ttee 
at IJcGill to consider this matter at an early d-:te? 
I hope that you. VJill not think me goinp- too faT if I 
~uegested possible names for the Com~ittee, yourself, 

a representative , of the GoverLors, Dr . Kinr, Pr01essor 
Gi l lGon, Dr . ?furray , Prol'essol' Ke l ly , and myself . 

I wi ll not trouble you with any of the det~ils 
whi ch may be placed before the Corruni ttee . 

YO-l-:rs vel~, s· 1ce1'ely , 

Dire~ of l-hyuics 



THE l\1:ACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING 

To -

MoGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 
.larch 

Thirteenth, 
1 9 2 4. 

0ir ArtI~ur Currie, G.C.l.l .G., K.U.B., 
Principal, 
McGill Un iversity. 

Dear dir rthur,-

In consideration o~ the long and valuable 

service wl~ich I.Ir. H. T. Pye has rendered as the 

maker of apparat1 s i n tr..e Ph~lsics Build ing, I wish 

to ulace on record my opinion that in dne course he 

should be considered as worthy te receive a pension 

from the Univer~1ity i1. the event of sickness or old 

age making it impossible for him to continue his 

work and duties. I trust that such an event may be 

far distant. 

This raises a 1arfer question - whether the Gover-

nors of the University should not consider a contri-

tutory scheme for old age pensions, sickness insurance 

and a.ccident insurance for members who join tile 

University, who are not entitled to contribute to the 

Carnegie Pension Fund. 

Yours very sincerely. 

~ 
Director of Physics. 

Copy sent to the .:3ecretary. 



May 6th, 1922. 

Dr. .... • :::"ve, 
rhyrico iuil i~ • 

:!:lo· r "Dr. ~ve:-

~oferen' '170U'" lotter of" ay ;~"·d. 

~he 'YIO ice i.,., t le zette _ El n 
i~correct re~ort of the person~e1 cO'YIstituti g 
the T)hysics 'Pul1(l.in ~ommittee. Dr. • rkrto,s is 
"till a cmrer o~ that ;orr~ittee • 

. 
Yours fa:thfu11y, 

TJri","'ipal. 
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Dr. A. S. ETe, 
Physlos Building. 

Dear Dr. ETe:-

Januar7 
Sixteenth 

1923. 

• 

I beg to aOknowledge receipt of 70ur 
letter ot Jauu&rY 15th re the appointment of Mr. E.S. 
Bleler. 

I am fOrwardlug your letter to the 
Flnanoe Committee with my reoommendation. 

Jours faithfully, 

Prino lpal. 



:;L '., 
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! 

Sir, 

In view of the success that has met the efforts of other 

Universities in the field of Radio Broadcasting,the Executive of 

the Radio Ascociation of !~Gill Tfuiversity propose a si~ilar 

activity on the nart of students A Drofessors connected with this 

Institution. "'hey feel that,as in other similar cases,the closer 

connection so established between the citizen f- his local University 

c~n only have benefic ~nt ~esults for both. 

The Glee Club, 1.:andolin Club, :)tudents Orchestra, Students 

Jance Orchestra,etc., would,as has been shown at the AlIen Theatre 

recentlY,be very acceptable. 

\cademically,thern ~ould arise a groat appreciation of 

nonular & semi-pouular lectures. Such addresses,of a scientific 

na tnre or otherwise, would reach tr:ousanr'l s in . ~ontreal alone. '\ 

crystal set obtainable b~T almost anyone ma~J be depended on for 

local receotion. 

ll~ Cartier o~ La uresse Jadio Station has offered to coDperate 

/1 
If .. 

wit}: the 3adio Assocn. in arranginf HcGill Jlldio nip-hts. This 

statlon,by the installation of nen Prench apparatus,has been ~ade 

one of the most powerful in Canada,and has broadcasted as far as 

Alaska and ~lorida. 

'cco"'dingl,V the Executive respectfully submit a tentative 

l ~re"'r9m;wbeh altheuftt lneelJplete due to tr.e lateness of the sespien, 

r:as been drawn un for Saturday, r~rch 24th. 

:'resident. 



5:;. /nry~ 0 ·..v ~ ~e.f 2.. f /I' 

J'~ q..P () ~ tf>t.<. 
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""r 1 • .... Bv 
C/o. ha ank of "'ontroal" 
9 Waterloo Pl.. ... ce, 
London, .Enel:.J.nd. 

Dea.r Drfl Dve:-

• 

Ju y 13th, 1 3::.. v • 

I~ ~c ;r cd at the Conference of 
C ~ l_n Unlv ~si thht a ~ornmittee of Six b 

.. , .. ointed to coni'er .' th. the Dc ... inion and Provincial 
GovOrlLl"'}.nts· alld .. of; ..... +-hc ·.oyal 1J0~lety in reGard to 
tho publicD.to;on ot· t·t· r,)Gults 0 ... Schol rSi1irs and 
:1oec roh. 

I ro ttld 1 iko vcr"· rl'u"h if ... ·Oll C o,lld 
find it ~OGstbIe to sar 0 on thi c nittoe as tho 
repreGcntntlvc of ·c[111. 

vacation, I am, 
Pith Lll good ishes for a. ploasant 

Yours faithfully, 



~ . 

De :1 G. r. Llr.g, 
-niv r~ity 0 Saskatchewan, 

S skatoon. Sask. 

Doar Dean Lin :-

. Jul 13th, 1923. 

:lth reforence to ... 0 r letter of 
June 30th, I h~ve a ked ~r. Evo, tirector of our 
Physics Dep<rtment, if he ill s rve as the re
prosentati of or:ll Jnlv rsit~ on he Conmittoe 
arpointod to confer with the Do~iLl0 nd Provincial 
Govo'l'"nmo ts o.nd .: t h ..... oy ..... 1 :::;ociet in recard to 
the publication of +~e r~sults of Gc·01arshlp ~nd 
Resoarch. 

Your faith ullJ, 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
F'ACULTY OF' APPLIED SCIENCE 

FRANK D. ADAMS •• PH.D • D.Bc •• F.f! S. -DEAN. MONTIIUL July 9th.l923. 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B •• LL.D., 
Frj nc ipal, 

McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Dear General Currie, 

I reoeived the letter under date June 30th. which was 

sent to you by Dean Ling of the University of Saskatchewan, and 

which you forwarded to me for ,advice as to what shoula be done in 

conneotion with Dean Ling's request. 

In the letter Dean Ling states that a Committee of six 

was to be appointed to confer with the Dominion and Provincial 

Governments and with the Royal Society in regard to the publioation 

of the results of "Scholarships and Researoh", and asking that 

you would furnish him with the name of some person seleoted by you 

to act on the Co~mittee. 

In reply to your request,I shoula recommend that either 

Dr. Ruttan or Dr. Eve be appointed on this Committee, as they 

are more directly interested in publications of this character 

than almost any other member of the staff. 

I remain, 

Yours very sincerely, 



1ih~iurr.atty of ~a.aluttr4l'Ulatt 

~a8katnnl1. t;llllitatrijrlPnn 

June ;0, 1923. 

Principal, Sir A. • Currie, 
cGill Univ raiV, 

Jlontr 1. 

Dear Principal Curriej 

After President Tory 8ubm1 tted 
to the Conferenoe of Canadian Universities the 
resolution pas ed by the Royal Sociev of Canada, 
its agr ed that a Comni ttee of ab: be appointed 
to confer w1 th the Dominion and Provincial 
Governments and i th the Royal Society, in regard 
to the publication of the reSUlts of Scholarships 
and Research. It was greed that one of these 
8ix members should be nsmed bY' you on b eha1f of 
)(cGill Uni era i ty • 

ill you kind~y furnish me with 
the name of the per on selected bY' you. 

) 



" 

} '7 

McG ILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

THE MACDONALD PHYSXCS BUILDING 

December 29th , 1921 . 

Sir Arthur Currie , K . C . ~ . C ., 
Principal , 
: licGi11 TJniversit:r . 

Dear Sir Arthur ; -

A 8econd attack of InT1uenza h.s prevented me 

from going to Toronto to rerresent McGi11 University. I 

am now y.rell again , but rr.~T Medical :\ ... dv · sor ordered me not 

to eo . 

!)r . ~ing has ret'lrned and is in good health and 

spirit s . I recommended hiM to "'.reep q1llet and not to go to 

Toronto . ~octors ~ray and ~haw of my Department are attend

ing all the meetings ~t ~oronto , end reading p~pers there 

I a~ very sorry not to have been present there myself . 

Yours very sincerely . 



. ' 

I 

_re • ('<. vet 
hysios uil in • 

r • . vo: -

y 

I 

December 
Thirty-fir,t 

1921. 

I am sorry to learn thuj you 11 ve 
beo~ laid up ith the influe~zat but glad to 
mo hr t y'\u r. re 10 to C c.Mro und !!t. in. 

i h refere~c to the viult f 
ro J.or hitehead 0 ~ru'bridgo, T eh~ll be 

·ery rl ..... d if you ill r roce ~ et o"c to k 
any G~r~ ee ents OU ca~ for ~ visit from hi 
to _.0 111. 

Yours faithfully. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

THE MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING 

Tre T.'rincipal, 
McGi11 'University-

Dear Sir Arthur;-

Jecember 28th , 19~1. 

Profe~sor Basil ,"filliams informs me that Professor 

lhitehead of Ccnbridge University will be in the United 

States next April. Professor TInitehead is one of the great

eBt living authorities on Relativity and allied subjects. Prof. 

Basil '1illinms tells !De that he is an oxcellc .L. lActurer. 

I &ue~est that t might be a good plan to inv le ~itehead 

to give four or five lectures f.t ;/cOil1 Ur.iversity , one of 

them before a loree general audience of Professors ,Students 

and others in the Royal Victori~ COllege,ani the others of 

a more technical nature t~ those who Wish to attend in the 

Physics Building. 

T should be glad to Make the arrangements through 

Basil li1liums if the proposal meets with your approval. 

I imagine that he would want his exronses and possible C100. 



--f. --

more. In fact 1 recom~end ~n ~ppro~riation not eKceeding 

~250.00 for thiE purpose. .. somewhat analogt'>us case is that 

of Pro~essor Cohen who eave an adoirable course of lectures 

i~ the Cr.emistry ~epartment. 

Yours sincerely , 





r 

, 

• 

Dr. ..... e, 
Phy ies Building. 

Doar Dr. Eve:-

I bog to tloknowl g 
letter of Septomber 14th r E.A •• 

october 
Fourth 
1922 • 

r oeipt of your 
.D. oourse. 

I have r1tten to th a peotiv 
Doans asking t ~t th lett r b oonsidered at th 
noxt a ting ot the .tlonlt1es. 

Yours fulthfully, 

Prinoipal. 



Dr. A. S. ETe, 
Physios Building, 
lloG1ll l1nivorsi ty. 

Dear Dr. Eve:-

February 2lst,l925. 

1 have your letter of the 
18th of February with reference to the settIne 
up of courses In Astronomy. 

I shall give this matter 
consideration and consult ith you and others 
of my colleagues concerning it. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



~lc(; ILL I-.'\" I \- EHSITY 

~ I () .'\"'1' 1 ~ I'~_ \ L 

::>ir Artrl"J.r Currie, 
l'rinci )[1, 

UcGill Universit~. 

Dear 0ir 1..rt;!ur, 

Fe'bn nry 
Eirhteenth 
19~5 

Ye.Jterday I s w a letter writ t -,,1 by )r. Ueldrnm 
.::;to .Tart to you concerning a possio'e liai.Jon bet\Jeen 
~cGill TInive:.Jity and t~e Otta~Ja Observatory_ This 
offcr is of course a marnificent one and opens up ~os-
si bili ties IiJ~~ic:D. iiO could not possibly acnievo under an 
expendi t'.lre of so: .. ethinf like -'lOO ,000 a ye r, whicn 
wo~l~ be re uired if we had an Observatory ef our own. 
Indeed it :!.ake.J P083ible the estbolishment of a Dep£.rtr!1ont 
of Astronom~ t a moderate cost, for we l:ave t t HcGill 
in Professor Gillson a man Vlho may justly be termed an 
eminent actro~ohler , mere p~rti cularly in that oranch of 
dynamical a~tronomy which is Vleak on this continent . 

A possible scheme would be to introduce, for Honour 
Jtuuents only, a three hou~s' course in the Third Year 
and two courses of three 110Ul'S in the :" ol:rth Year. 
Studentu would receive their pract icel instruction during 
the SUffiJler at Ottawa . 

If thio \,e1'e done the onlJ ac.ldi tional expense YJOuld 
be tt.o a'Ppoint~ent ef "lnotl:er lecb. rer in :.~athom- tics so 
~.:::; ... 0 free :::rofessor Ci llson for l:a~_f Li s ti .0 to teLcl:~. 
Astronom:'T . It is pOl3si ble he mifht re iuire 01e E..8vistance 
from ::iss DouClas , who Vloul d then cJ.eserve ~ rer:umeration . 
1J.

1hus the total expendit .... re r.'1[,.:~ "Le e.Jti:::.mted at tee cost 
of u lect~rer, abeut y~ ,500 or ~3 ,000 ~ year . The result 
a cllievo, for so moder ~ te a S'L"Jn vlould be IB.rge 2l'J.d is well 
uortl_y of considerE..tion. 

Yours very sincerel· , 

Director Department of ..:h;1Sics 



The Principal, 
llcGill univer0ity, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir, 

December 
Eigb.teenth 

1924 

In spite of Ph:lSicd now being a vol' ntary sub
ject for tb.e gre~ter part of tLe Arts studentd, we are, 
owine to recent c:.anges, approaching a state of congestion 
resembling that of 1921-22, the most crowded yer of all. 
~he fig~rou are as fol l ovu; 

1921-22 1922-23 1924-25 

Medical 114 83 83 
Jental 43 30 12 
Artd 150 143 259 
Commerce 67 42 32 
Applied Jc.l 203 113 112 
Applied ~c.2 143 117 5 

~l'otal 720 528 593 

r.rhes~ fig'Ure~ refer only to stUtlents ta~::: ihG , 
their 13ctures in t}:e large lecture-t!"leatre andl\in wo~ 
the Elemont£.ry .Laboratory wf.ere the pressure i8 nO\I 

being again felt. The handlin[ of the very large 
Artu class in the laborLtory id really our principal 
difficulty to-day. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Ji"rUctor-:Jepartment of Physica. 

Copies ::3ent to 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts 
Dean of the Faculty of Applied ucienco. 



-• 

Dr. 1. S. Eve. 
Departmont of Physics. 
cGill University. 

Dear Dr. Eve:-

Deoe ber 16th. 1924. 

Thank you for your letter of 
the 15th '11 th th intimation as to how the 1 .088 

has been adjustedo 

I am quite ure your Co~ittee 
ha proteoted the interests ot the University 
amply but fairly. 

Yours faithfully. 

Prlnclpalo 

, 



:McOILL l ' X[\-)':HSl'l'Y 

~roxrJ'I': K \ L 

eCC;Jler 
_ ifteent-;.., 
1 924 

"':il' Arthur Curr':"G, 
"Or1' r: ::'r 1 . rcG~_' 11 ~~ . e ' .J.. i7 _ _ .LV " .J .... (..~ • 

::ontre r 1 . 

..... C& Jir: rtL1 r, 

.Jr. J';.'_';, :Jr. Keyc cnd I met tr..e djuster ... 
t~is cfte~neon ~Ad fornd t:r.. t one e~ t~e~ hcd been 
to Rocr..e...:ter ['Ui ir.:ervie\:eJ 1:e...::...:rs. i)',voce & Lor'lb, 
who '.11')held our f ener, -. :~oi.t oi vi e'. t".[. t the 
op",ic'l appeT[ tLu~n~ured b;- fire \'a VC • ..;Ll"';< .LLy 
vP,':' e_osc, Gut tb""t nevertl:ele.:.:.s 'lii'h£.: iliC'l ... t ce ter' .ec t:le 
juu:: S>:'O.-l6. re \;oTth '1,500. rn.is ""p~e9.red to u...: to be 

over-c'tinate. 

On the ot!:E'r r.::nd tr.ere \"ere t\'JO Cl' t"r:ree 
:.te:"s, not['tl~T no ..... 1'1,19, ?1, w};'~cl" cO' l ld \'ith ju .... tice be 
reduced. Gl.Lf· l~" 

:'iter convec.Jation I aclrr:itteCi. ,'1,000, ~r::;' tr_ey 
vmr.ted :'1 , 500 "nd \/E) 8ettled '1.t '1,250. T!'.o f.'Lt"ree 
tlereiore arrivLd at ~re t~ese: 

Our orifir.:l clai~l - la9,~44. 
Deduct - 1 ,f~50 . 

... ·i[Ure t ereed upon 18,694. 

'le £ore cll s£oti::.. ~ied thE i, t~is figure very 
clo:Jel~T repreGentc \/he"'..; is ""bsoJ.utel~· r nd f irl:" d1.e 
to tl e Uui ver .. :i 'y on the pa.:rt of the Insur'lr ... ce Corrlpall:'r 
ane' \Je are entirel:J ca 4,i.Jf":'eo. "i <-h tl:e justice of this 
..;et',lm.,ent. 

the 
I wish to (~d tLn.t t._roughout the disc' ssio. 

d~uster,' IT.et Ud ir: a ver: T fair <".nc plet cc.t ::n2.nner. 

,"'e l"et'",in all dnmaf"') ~ goods. 



IvIEI,IQRJI.lillUI,I. 

ON THE 

MACDOLUD PEYJICS BUILtIUG. 

Nove. ber 7th, 1924. 

OF iF~ TOTlL APPROPRIATIONS 
TO',"l1 RI):) Il8TRUCTIOH. 

The expenditure on research is not less than 10 
percent nor more than 20 percent of the tot~l appropriations 
to the Department of pcysics. On the average it is estimatod 
tllat 15 percent of the expenditure goes toward research work, 

It must be noted tha1. the teaching of a large number 
of students occupies the main efforts of the Physics 8taif ,and 
that, for the most part, it is the surplus energy of the instruc-
tor:::; which is directed toward.s research. Hence the amount of 
research done fluctuates with the health and strength of the 
Staff. Ti:us,in t~e session 1923-24, owine; (' Si kness and. 
otilo· cause ,I should estimate that 10 to 12 percent only 
was directed. tow~rds research. In the current session the sit
uation has greatly improved and per!1aps 18 to 20 perce .. t would 
be a fair estimate. 

These figures h~ve been arrived at by independent 
suggestions and subsequent discussions with all tIle senior 
members of my 8taff. 

~ 
.Jirector DepE.rtment of Physics. 
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MACDONALD PHYSICS BUILDING. 

lIame Rank Lectures Lab. Colloquium - Hours per week PerIOds. §.iQ.. 

Eve, A. S. Prof. 7 3 
Barnes, H.T. Prof. none 
King, L.V. Prof. 3 3 .., :w, A • Assoc.Prof. S 4 
.t<eilley, H.E. Assist. Prof • 10 3 
Keys, D.A. n If 2 f 13 superviii~n) general 
Bieler t E.S. It n 5 2 3 
Foster, J.S. n n 4 2 3 

Demonstr tor 

Crowe t M. 1 6+books 3 
Home, M • .8 Full f7 + bOOkS~ 3 

+papers 
Priestman, B. Full } 7 + books 3 

( ) 
+ papers 

ouglas V.A. Half 4 4 3 
(Ph. Ed. ) 
(Pharmacy) 

Cam, N. Half 4 + books 2 
Adney, F.G. Half 5 + books 3 
Gliddon C. G. Part f4 + books ~ 

'rurner t A.L. 
+ papers 

Part ! 6 + books l 2 
+' papers 

Details of Research 1 rk ntt chad. 
Colloquia. - All attend and take some share in. 

(a) Journal Olub Monday 5-6 
(b) Colloquium Thursday 5-6 
(c) Physic 1 Society and usually 

Chemical Society Fridey 5-6. 

Resear h 
Work 

R 
R 
R 
R 
R 
R 

R 
R. 

R 
R 

R 

R 

0 
R 
0 

0 



MACDO:N'DLAD PHYSICS BUILD ING RESE.:.3CH · ..... ORK PROGRESS 

~r. H. T. Barnes -
1. st. Lawrence River ice investigation. 
2. Part One - Heat Exchange of the river in relation to 

various ice formation. 
3" Part Two - Ice breaking and ice navigation on the 

river investigating the means of extending the period of 
navigatio ,. 

4. Physical constants of Ice. 
5. Specific Heats and simple liquids and their rels tion 

to each other. 
6. Study of Snow Crystals in polarized light with 

reproduction in natural colors. 
7. Iceberg investigation physical properties method of 

detection and meansfbr destroying. 

Dr. L. V. King 

1. Use of X-ray diffraction apparatus for study of 
crystalline structure of solidified gases and liquids 
at low temperatures. 

2, DeSign, construction and testing of large expansion 
chamber for study of a-ray trajectories in various gases 
and vapours. 
Completion of final report on improvements of lighthouse 

3. designs -- summing up results of fog alarm researches 
dating from 1913. 

4. Investigations in theoretical physics on the structure 
of molecules in relation to optical phenomena (Scattering 
of light, optical activity, etc.,) 

Rr. A. N. Shaw -

4. 

Projected -

Dr. D. A. Keys 

Writing up further report on UEstuaij Tidal Analysis" 
Supervising F. G. Adney in work onhermo Electric Effects." 
Sl1pervising Miss Crowe in work on "Conductivity of 
Concentrated Solutions." 
Developing an Absorption Hygrometer with assistance of 
J. A. Tay' or. 
Continuing work on Standard Cells (advisory to Prof. Reilley) 

To test a new type of X-ray bolometer. 

1. Conduction of electricity in gases. 
2. Applications of Pieze electricity with cathode ray 

oscillograph. 



- 2 -

Prof. H. E. Eeilley -

1. Conductivity of animal membranes. Strength of tendrons. 
arteries etc., and other problems related to the preceding. 

2. E. M. F. of Standard Cells. 
Temperature of Standard Cells. 

3. Courses in Optics, Quantum Theory. and. laboratory ID rk 
in optics. 

Dr. E. S. Bieler -

1. Investigation of the law of force in the neighbourhood 
of the nucleus of heavy atoms by a study of the 
scattering of swift a-particles through large angles. 

Dr. J. S. Foster 

Apparatus is being assembled for a continuation of an 
investigation of the effect of electric fields on spectral 
lines. A large six-prism spectrograph is under construc
tion. Arrangements have been made for an electrical out
fit to supply direct current at ten thousand volts. It 
is hoped that the complete apparatus Ior this research 
will be ready for use not later than January 1st. 1925. 
It is believed that it will be posQible to extend some
What our knowledge of the Stark Effect and to give the 
results an orderly and useful interpretatio~. 

Miss A. V. Douglas -

It is hoped that an investigation may be carried out in 
the search for a method of utilizing objective prism 
spectra for determining stellar radial velocities either 
by finding a suitable light filter or by some other 
method .• 

Miss M. Crowe _ 

Mr. M. Home -

Electrical conductivity of Aqueous solutions of highly 
deliquescent salts. 

An investigation of the dielective constant of certain 
substances at low temperatures. 

Mr. F. G. Adne~ -

Investigation of thermo-electric effects in homogeneous 
conductors. 

¥,re B. Priestman -

Analysis of absorption (and or) fluorescent emission 
spectra of gases and (if possible) of their metallic films, 
~~ci~ed by Mercury "white" arcs, with a view to determining 

e 'natural" atomic frequencies i metal crystals, and the 
the energy distributio amongst t he latter. C2JfiZ.-


