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Roygal Hirtoria Hospital

Montreal

August 10th,

19 % K

C. Fo. Martin, Esq., M. D.,
Dean, Faculty of Medicine,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Que.,

Dear Doctor Martin:-

I am enclosing for your obser-
vation the edition of August 7th of the "Montreal Her-
ald", outlining the proposed million dollar convention
hall over the MeTavish reservoir.

If we have any good objections
to advancee regarding this proposal, I think that some
action should be taken on behalf of the hospital and
college.

I shall await your further

Yours very truly,

N € % 7 ¥

W. R. Chenoweth,

Superintendent




9

is mo




- Comuite Executif 2 AS Executive Committee

Hotel de Ville ; ./ City Hall

J-ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT
TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R.
ALFRED MATHIEU
J=M. SAVIGNAC, N. P.
WM-SMILEY WELDON
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were going
any way, it would
e for a Convention Hall, as
ave to purchase any land and
foundation is already made.

The services of Messrs. Perry
& Luke, architects, were then enlisted to make a
tentative plan for same, and in the event of the
referendum going through, they could be engaged to
perfect the plans as in the case of any similar
work being done in the other wards.
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J-ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT Montreal , August 17th,1931.
TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R :
ALFRED MATHIEU
J=M. SAVIGNAC, N, P
WM-SMILEY WELDON

Ssir Arthur Currie,

If, as it so happened last year,
the Federal and Provincial Governments subscribe
to the unemployment fund, we will proceed with
our proposed programme of work to the extent of
the subseription and a referendum will not then
be necessary, as last year's contribution took

a2

eL = o : s
care of almostA%ne work we had outlined for a
referendum in 1930.

Hoping that I have been sufficiently
explicit in this letier and assuring you of my

readiness to give any further information, I
remain

Yours very truly,

Lo S 7 bt e L

Member of the Executive
Committee.
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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 1931.

Million Dollar Conwvention Hall For Montreal

Montreal’s million dollar convention hall; plans for which are proceeding apace, is pictured

|above as drawn by\Luke and Perry, Architects.’Ald. William S. Weldon, prime mover for the pro- |-
el e ha sk SR I N o gig > e . o e
ject, 1s backed by M ayor Camillien Houde. The hall will be built over the McTavish street l
which must be covered over anyhow. It will seat 7,800, in the large hall, and will have smaller

committee rooms. Unemployed relief £unds may be used in its construction
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CONVENTION HALL

Objections to the Reservoir Site

The plans contemplate crowds of six or seven thousand so that the traffic will
be heavy.

The site is on neither street-car nor bus routes, but is at the top of a steep
hill and well away from hotels and stations so that motor traffic, when the hall

was being used, would be very heavy.

There are two approaches, one by Pine Avenue and one by McTavish Street.
The third possibility of entering from the McGill campus in front of the
Medical Building and so into Carleton Road could not be countenanced by the
University.

The crowding of Pine Avenue by motor traffic especially at night would probably
be a serious annoyance to the Royal Victoria Hospital, for that part of Pine
Avenue is now marked "Quiet, Hospital Zone"™ and the heavy traffic might at times
impede the ambulance service.

McTavish Street is very steep and not wide so that cars climbing to the Hall
would do so mostly in second or low gear and hence would be particularly noisy.
This route passes the University Library with its reading rooms where quiet is
essential, and the Presbyterian College, where many University and Theological
students live and where lectures are given.

The three nearest north and south streets, Peel, McTavish, and University,

are all steep and in the winter are apt to be dangerous to motor traffic if this is
congested, and are frequently very slippery for pedestrians, while each has at

its Pine Avenue end a difficult corner.

The traffic would therefore interfere seriously with the amenities and necessary
quiet of a hospital and university neighbourhood, and would with such steep and
difficult streets lead to serious congestion and probably to accidents.

Moreover for pedestrians the site is unsuitable. Even the Moyse Hall in the
Campus is considered out of the way by the general public who would much prefer
a more accessible site and a less strenuous climb both in the hot summers and
in the cold and slippery winters.
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would

the Unive

real draw their drinking

upon sentimental grounds,

and more practical consider:

importance to condemn it.

heart of the university and

and its proximity must inevitably hamper the |

work of both inst ions, this being particu- |
» true of the Royal Victoria

whose patients require quiet su 'Loaml'rwr\ as

a condition e *1\1:3; to their satisfact

covery. A public auditorium of the k‘ml

gested cannot 'b( other than a source of

which, however harmonious, must

1

with the quiet of the hospital and the cl: {
room. and there is no guarantee that the noise

"\,;mu.tmg' from such a place would be har- |
monious in every instance; in an age of jazz '
this is too much to expect. Moreover
he increased traffic which the presence of ,\',U.L‘h !
ditorium would create, the honking of |
horns and the grinding of brakes, and so on,
ould in itself constitute an objection suffi- |
iently strong to ensure the summar) 2] ‘
y of the project by all those who
ue interest of the University and the Hos- |
ital at heart. Ald. Weldon, perhaps, is in- |
rent to these considerations, but the Uni-
ity authorities ought not to be, and some |
much more forcible protest should have been

uttered by them than what appears to have
heen a rather mild and uncertain eriticism. |
The public are not inclined to be tolerant |
of the expressions of vandalisn which, in the |
minds of some aldermen, are mistaken for civie
improvements. A sufficiently striking example
of this crudity of thought has been afforded
in the admission of tram cars to the mountain,
and in the erection of some sort of pavilion,
or eating house, on the mountaintop. Mount
Royal was intended to be prese
natural and unvpnilmi recreati un(
the inhabitants of the nd its usxtorx and
as such it wa u;“mnamed until recent years.
ttle by little, however, encroachments are
beirfg made which, under the guise of improve-
ments, are robbing the mountain park of its
most attractive feature. If Ald. Weldon and
his associates in the City Council approve of
this kind of thing, the public do not, and the
sgoner these mischievous activities are discon-
tinued the better it will he for all concerned.
The proposed auditorium over the reservoir is
one more example of aldermanic indifference
to considerations of public and private comfort
which the people’s representatives should, in
all circumstances, observe and respect. The
convention hall proposal ought to be aban-
doned, whether the University authorities dis-
charge their responsibilities in this regard or
not. More than that, the city should create a
university and hospital zone embracing all the
territory up from' Sherbrooke street and be-
tween University and McTavish streets. In
respect of other hospitals in the city the same
prm:;'mal should be invoked as far as local
eonditions permit, but so far as the Royal Vie-
toria is concerned, situated as it is close to
the University and operated in association
With it, there are no difficulties to be over-
Come, As to an auditorium or convention hall
there ape plenty of other sites available, equal-
ly Centra), much more accessible, and in every
Way more gppropriate for the purpose.
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the sanction of ( UL €S iXe Commit-
tee as they are unanimous i assisting me to heve such
a place in the s € English quarter of the City.

I may mention had
the Chairman of our Board of Assessors makﬂ me a st
ment of the value of the block immediately oppo 51te
on the south side of Sherbrooke Street, including the
Drummond Estate property and find that same is in the
vicinity of $750,000,.,00.

That, of course, will kill the
project, as I pointed out already that you can figure
another twenty-five per cent of the cost of the buil-
ding for foundation.

As a resident of St. George Ward,
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pte

for forty-one years, I am profoundly
in having such a hall in our midst, a
a crying needfor same, and if the pre
tunity is allowed to slip, we may nev

16}

(RN ]

Awaiting a reply at your
remain

AL

the Executive
Committee,




e B e
° ciQ0R,

et & B B o
+OMMiILE88,

Hontreal, P,

Dear Alderman ¥

arrived
i1 mast

Porry and Luke the arshite ,dl*eu here d“rinﬁ
my absenci A8Q wers told by him that bef ore any
consi derxt could 1 2iven ¢ e suggestion
that the unlve; y might grant to the City the
ground naceaowry £ : 3 of a Convention
Lall, it would : at ‘or them to furaish
me with a rough sketch pian, which I might discuss
with my Somm;tteee

way able to u.ader.,m-o that the !
would consent to the allenation

our property. If they thought

gostion, it might be possible to form a Jaint
corporation, such as is now in possession of the
building housing the Pulp and Paper Research Institute
on University Street, mich would hold the land on,
8ay, a 9%=year or emnhyteutiu lesase, The plans
would, of Ourse, be subjeet to our approval, and

any arrangement arrived at would involve coasiuer&ble
use of tae builuin by the University.

I mug ¢ make it ¢l

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal
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ALFRED MATHIEU
J-M. SAVIGNAC, N. P.
WM-SMILEY WELDON

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
Prineipal, McGill University,
MontrTea ls

Dear Sir Arthur,

I beg to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 24th inst., and
in reply thereto express my regret that the oppor-
tunity toobtain a Convention Hall in the centre of
the City, half of which would have been paid by
the Federal and Provinecial Governments, has passed
as the Provinecial Premier gave our Committee to
understand that any buildings erected, which would
entail a further burden upon our budget, would not
be permitted in the Unemployment Relief Programme.

I remain,

Yours very truly,

- A 4
4 VI R T

Member of the Executive
Committee.
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1112 ST.CATHERINE STREET WEST,

MONTREAL
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Hps. Murray called today and asked my opinion

as to the advisability of a campaign to
raise money for a large concert hall.

I discouraged her by saying that I was sure
that st the present time such a campaign
would not receive the support of the men

on the Board of Governmrs of McGill University
because a campaign now of that magnitude would
"muddy the street”.

She seemed very interested in all I had to
I

tell her of McGill's problems and

3 am sure she
is a friend of the University.
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I think some of the I
Symphony Hall among

connection with thenm

I have been interested in the
welfare of MceGill Conservatorium of Musice, Since
its inception. There have been numerous undertak-
ings during the past twenty years to get a lusic
Hell built here, as you probably know, but for some
reason or another none of them succeeded, but when
we see your name aund the Government interested in

some such underteking it looks more promising and
will no doubt develop for the benefit of all con-
cerned and prove a success.

I would be interested in some
such underteking and be prepared to assist it in
every possible way and I am confidént the community
would highly apprecigte anything you see fit to do
in such an undertaking. The need for such a build-
ing is greater than ever before.

Trusting to hear something fur-
ther about it from you in the near future.

Yours very truly,

CWL :5H . (Sgd) CJW. LINDSAY.




The Honourab
Mesgsrs

27b 5t.
MONTREAL .

ar intereste
a Conserva
need for a
1d be suitable \m la_g;
on simil the Massey Hall in Lorﬁntc,
with a seatlng apacity of 3,000 or more.

I know MeGill are also in-
terested in a Hall of this kind I want to see Sir
Arthur Currie about it and he was very much inter-
ested and im writing to Mr. Beatty Chancellor of

MeGill later on about it he said they would br‘ng
up the question at a lleeting of the Govermors of
MeGill College.

Mr. Louis Bourdon has been
speaking to me on the same subject and he states he
is unable to bring the best musical organizations
here from the U.S. on account of not having a suit-
able music hall to accomodate them. He spoke
about the Boston and Philadelphia Symphony Orches-
tras in this connection.

I understand MeGill College
have land on the North-East corner of Sherbrooke
and MeTavish Street, which would be suitable for
such a building and on telking the matter over with
our President, lr. J.A. Hebert, Mr. Louis Bourdon
and others, they seemr to think it would be a cen-
tral and suitable location for such premises.

I note there is a movement
on foot on the part of Miss Martha Allen and her
associa tes for a small Theatre, and the thought
has just occured to me, might it be combined in
this same building and nerhans the Conservatorium
which you have in mlna
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with all good wishes,

I am,
Bver yours faithfully,

Principal.
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General Stir Arthur Currie:-
Principal MeGill University
Sherbrooke Street West.
City

t
Dear Mr.Principal;e ]VX- Covcl ]“Lu4<MMA«\

Observing (by the newspapers) that yu are
approving of the McCord Museum corner as s site for the Memo~
rial Hall proposed by the ¥.0.D.E. - I beg leave, as repre-
senting Dr MeCord, to call the attention of the University to
& provision in the DUeed of Gift by him, that in such esse &
buillding of equal kind be provided for this Museum. Remoweal
has of course, always been contemplated, His own view has

been that a separate entrance was an indispensable element,

to mark the individusl charscter of the institution. May I
suggest that MeGill might make it one of the conditions of
the Hall enterprise that a part of the Hall, with a separate
entrane{ be devoted to the McCord Museum. The Hall itself -
a8 a Memorial - would in any event naturally suggest the depo-
81t within its walls of some selected relics of the Great
War, such as flags,

I am, dear Sir Arthur.

Yours truly.

f N
//
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General Sir Arthue Currie,
Principal MeGill University
Sherbrooke Street West
City.

Dear Sir;-

Memorial Hall.-

Having a year or so ago, made some public sug-
gestions on the subject of such a Hall may I now briefly
repeat, for the benefit of all concerned,my general thoughts.,

1.A8 to financing, three elements of our peo~-
ple ought to be appealed to, and should unite, namely (a)
MeGill University, which needs a Convocation Hall, and
should own it, subject to conditions arising from the sub-
seription; (b) the elements who desire a Memorial of our war
dead (e¢) the musical and other elements in the city who feel
the need of a great public hall in Montreal., Even if the
last should turn out an indefinite quantity, they would
make a valuable supporting voice which would strengthen the
subscriptions.

No one of these three elements of our English
speaking community (to whom alone we can 16o0ok) is strong
enough to carry such an enterprise alone.

The next point I would like to make is about
the architecture. The leading idee being that of a Memorial,
the whole impression of the building should be that of a memo-
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General Sir Arthur Curri.ccececele

rial - not sepulchral, but eminently grave and dignified - no
frills. It oughtnot to seek to be 2 monument of Victory,but
rather of Remembrance. If if could adso suggest a note of
Empire and Imperial history, that would be good.

Yours truly.

WA 2yt
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