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512 ST. CATHERINE STREET WEST. 

MONTREAL. 

~ebruurJ 5th, 1930 

General 0ir Arthur IT. Cur rie, G.C .:.:.G., ~.0.3., 
Principal :J; Vice-Cbanc ellor, 
_cGill University, 
1;:01 r.;;:~J\.L. 

Dear Sir _rtll ur:-

I lave just read your letter oi 
~-----+the 3ru instant with interest. Personally, I do 

not feel that .,.>200,000.00 viould cover the cost of 
a sui table buil di ng on the =.:cGill Can:pus, to be 
used for various purposes, but this figure Vias 
rr.entioneo by one who woulu like to see a :.:usic 
Hall er ecte d . 

I a'T. en cl osi ng you a copy of rr.y 
letter to 1:'1'. lartin, uated ecen:ber 21st, 1929, 
which explains itself, so you n:ay be fardliar viith 
the subject when it COIr:es up at the Joint Oorr.rr:ittee 
Heeting. 

I note Yiha t you say abo ut 1)1'. 

Collip, vihich is rr.ost interesting anll I trust viill 
develop as you anticipate for the benefit of tie 
world at large. 

.li th l:inu regaro s. 

Yours si ncerely, 

{J. tb. I? n. d:,~. 

Copy of letter enclosed 



r.: :I~?::'ll.:. ece",:ber 21st, 1929. 

Dr. Charles P •. ':art:n, 
Dean of the ~aculty of !':edecine, 
lcGill Uni versi ty, 
.:O~ ~R '4.L. 

Dea.r TIr. ...:arti n : -

In refer enc e to th e p roposeu C onva-
2.escen t Eon:e, it a,!?pears to n:e it co uld be ac COIt.plis ea 
without any public ca~aign if a group of people would 
join together an contribute t' e amount required. _t 
seen:s to n:e an amount of ~(200,OOO.OO should provide 
the land and building and sa; ~\fI),OOO.OO for furnishing. 

According to ::iss Par";::er rs Judget. 
she v;ith the assistance of the n;irls s e is training, 
would expect to n:a: e it prettv nearly self-supporting, 
and I think this could be done, provifled the greatest 
economy was enforceu from the start. 

I an: sorr:ewha t fan:il iar wi th the 
opera ti on s 0 f th e ~:ontreal C onvale se ent Bon:e 0 n st. 
:'.ark street - they have about nine private beds pay­
ing at t e rate of ~3 .00 per day as a Paxin:un: and 
about nineteen public ward beds which do not pay very 
n:uc h ana in SOlID cases free. Their cost as sho'wn in 
their last Annual statment was on an average of ~:1.54 
per day anu they broke about even for the year. Half 
of the patients are iron: the --.G.!:. They are very 
desirous of exten di ng t heir work. It is ru n by :':if's 
ste ;art, the l'resiflent, ana a Corr.rr.ittee of ladies ano 
personally I have great faith in the assistance of 
lad':'es runnine institutions of the kino on an econOffi­
ical baSis. 

I think, as stated on Thursday 
that the Provincial GovernItent rr.ight do soItething for 
a new Convalescent Hon:e bacl::ec1 bJ the influence of 
the R.V.E., the It-G.R., yourself ana other prorr.inent 
and infl uen tial ci tizen s. The Jevii s~ people are 
looking for a site for t eir Hospital an a one 0 f tlen: 
recently told n:e that they baa land ':'n 1.Il.G. offered 
to then: from ten to forty cents per foot, wlich they 
were seriously considering. A ready ~2de outfit, 
would no doubt, be less expensive if the proper build­
ing anu location could be foun" but t 1lis would be very 
aifficult and personally I favour rew 'P~emises al']~ 
then we can get something up-to-aate ann appr oo.ch~n 



TIr. C barl es F. Kartt n -2-

our requir err: en ts . I suggested six rr:onths tilOO in order 
to get plans anu things under way. I fina Vihere there 
is no definite ti!te fixed things drag inClefinitely and 
sorr:etiIr.es peter 0 ut ent ir el y. 

I would not in any "I,7ay wish to inter­
fere with any building plans for Hospital extension the 
Joint Concrr.ittee have on hand or ~~th any future c~paign 
which may be under consideretion, but arr. of the opinion 
trat the new proposeo Convalescent Rorr:e is of sufficient 
importance to the :!ospitals and the corr.n:unity to prcceed 
with it irmediately ana IT.s:: . .::e it a separate issue. ::;elays 
are ua ngero us. 

If son:.ething on the above 1 ines n:.eets 
Vii t h the appr oval of yourself an a friend s ana the R. V.H • 
anC the H.G.H., who ViO uld no doubt be the largest con­
tributors of patients and the underta:ing be put throWh 
in the tilT.e sp ec ifi eu, I wo uld be p 1 easea to sub scri be 
the sun:. of 050,000.00 toviarc1s the enterprise, pa;y-able 
:25,000.00 Viben tIle grouno is broken and the balance one 
year later. 

If the above lLeets VIi. tl: general 
approval it might be wise to :et SOlT.e of our leauing 
wealthy ana pror:inent n:en to head the 1 ist as their 
influence and sup ort woula insure success of the un6er­
taking. 

I thought your address vms instruc­
tive and interesting anu of value to the con:.n:unity ana 
especially those who are interested in philanthropic 
ana charitable wor"i"'s. 

',lishinr; you A Very ... .:erry ChTist!ll1.s 
ana a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

Yom.' s si ne er ely, 

CriL :S IT. (sgd) C.~. Linasay. 



inyal ]Jtrtnrta 1tinnpttal 

~nntrral 

C. F. Martin, Esq., M. D., 
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, 

McGill University, 
Mon tre aI, Que. 

Dear Doctor Martin:-

August 10th, 

1 9 3 1. 

I am enclosing for your obser-

vation the edition of August 7th of the "Montreal Her­

ald", outlining the proposed million dollar convention 

hall over the McTavish reservoir. 

If we have any good objections 

to advance regarding this proposal, I think that some 

action should be taken on behalf of the hospital and 

college. 

I shall await your further 

advice. 

Yours very truly, 

1~t1 
w. R. Chenoweth, 

Superintendent 
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Comile E~ecu1if E~ecutive Committee 
Holel de Ville C4Y Hall 

J~ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT Montreal , August 1?th,1931. 
TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R. 

ALFRED MATHIEU 

.J-M. SAVIGNAC,N P. 

WM.-SMILEv WELDON 

Si r rt hur '. Cu rri e, G. C. rl. G., K. C • B. , 
Principal and Vice-Chamcellor, 
rv·cGill Uni versi ty, 
M 0 n t rea 1. 

Dear Sir Currie: 

In reply to your letter 
of the 14th inst., re proposed Convention Hall, 
I beg to explain that in the preparation of a 
referendum to be submitted to the tax-payers in 
September next, each alderman was requested to 
state what work would be most necessary to be 
done in his ward; naturally, I said that ~or 
years the public have been clamoring for a Con­
vention and Music Hall, especially in the Centre 
of the City as there is nothing of that kind since 
I had the old Windsor Hall demolished, to make 
room for the extension to the Windsor Hotel when 
I was Managing Director there. 

It was suggested to me by 
the Director of Public Works that as were going 
to cover over the reservoir any way, it would 
make a very fine site for a Convention Hall, as 
the City would not have to purchase any land and 
the foundation is already made. 

The services of Messrs. Perry 
& Luke, architects, were then enlisted to make a 
tentative plan for same, and in the event of the 
referendum going through, they could be engaged to 
perfect the plans as in the case of any similar 
work being done in the other wards. 

- 2 -



· eomite Execulif 
Hotel de ViUe 

J~ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT 

TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R. 

ALFRED MATHIEU 

J-M. SAVIGNAC, N P. 

WM.-SMILEY WELDON 

Executive Committee 
Gib' Hall 

Montreal, August 1-7th,193l. 

Sir Arthur Cu ITi e, - 2 -

If, as it so happened last year , 
the Federal and Provincial Governments subscribe 
to the unemployment fund, we will proceed with 
our proposed programme of work to the extent of 
the subscription and a referendum will not then 
be necessary, as last year's contribution took 
care of almost~the work we had outlined for a 
referendum in 1930. 

Hoping that I have been sufficiently 
explicit in this letter and assuring you of my 
readiness to give any further information, I 
remain 

Yours very truly, 

Member of the Executive 
Committee. 
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1I00MRN IYENINe, NEWSP~PMIl 

MONTREAL, FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 1931. . " 

Million Dollar Convention Hall For Montreal 
.. :l 

< •• 

1 
\ 

l\lontreal's million dollar eOllvt'ntlOl1 hall, plans for which are proceeciIng apace. is pIctured 
above .as drawn hy Luke and Perrv. Architects. AId. \\ il1iam S. 'Veldoll. prime lJIu\,{'r fOI the pro­
ject, is halked by ~Iayor Catnillien Houcle. The ha 11 "ill be built over the ~IcTa\·ish street reservoir, 
which. ml1st be covered over anyhow. It will scat 7,800. 1t1 the large hall. and will ha vc smaller 
C01111111ttee r00ms. Unemployed relief l\nds may he uc;ed in its construction. . 
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The EdItor, 
Tb Gaz tt • 
• 0 n t r e 1. 

D roil's. 

ugust 28th, 1931. 

I nolo you her itb 1 tter 
from Sir Arthur Currl. e tru t th t 
you 111 use thl , pr fer bly in tho form 
of nn lnt rvl • 

Yours f Ithfully, 

I1fl'id Bovcy. 
Diroo or. 
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CONV:rNTION HALL 

Objections to the Reservoir Site 

1. The plans contemplate crowds of six or seven thousand so that the traffic ill 
be heavy. 

/ 2. The sit e is on neither street-car nor bus routes, but is at the "top of a steep 
hill and well away f'rom hotels and stations so that motor traffic, h n the hall 
was being used, would be very heavy. 

3. There are two approaches, one by Pine Avenue and one by McTavish Street. 

4. 

5. 

The third possibility of entering f'rom the McGill campus in front of the 
Medical Building and so into Car1eton Road could not be countenanced by the 
University. 

The crowding of Pine Avenue by motor traffic especially ut night would probably 
be a serious annoyance to the Royal Victoria Hospital, for that part of Pine 
Avenue is now !JlS.rked "Quiet, Hospital Zone" and the heavy traffic might at times 
impede the ambulance service. 

McTavish Street is very steep and not wide so that cars climbing to the Hall 
would do so rrostly in second or low gear and hence would be particularly noisy. 
This route passes the University Library with its reading rooms where quiet is 
essential, and the Presbyterian College, where many University and Theological 
students live and where lectures are given. 

The three nearest north and south streets, Peel, MoTavish, and University, 
are all steep and in the winter are apt to be dangerous to motor traffic if this is 
congested, and are frequently very slippery for pedestrians, .while each has at 
its Pine Avenue end a difficult corner. 

The traffic would therefore interfere seriously with the amenities and necessary 
quiet of a hospital and university neighbourhood, and would with such steep and 
difficult streets lead to serious congestion and probably to accidents. 

oreover for pedestrians the site is unsuitable. Even the MOyse Ball in the 
Campus is considered out ot the way by the general public who would much prefer 
a more accessible site and a less strenuous climb both in the hot summers and 
in the cold and slippery winters. 
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GURRIE'S PROTEST 
HALTS CONVENTION 
HALL PROPOSITION 

McTavish Street Plan Aban­
doned at Behest of Mc­

Gill's Principal ---
OUTLINES OBJECTIONS 

Finds Site Unsuitable for I 

Traffic Approach and Sees 
Amenities of Region 

Sacrificed 

,Yit') reference to an edleorl.: in 
The Gazette or yesterd'lY mo:'nil'g 
on the subject of the proposp.d C:'(,l'­
t'on of a conyen lion hall 0\"(',' the 
..\lcTa"i.h street resen'oh' itn.l de:ll­
ing with ,1'ednesday'~ confprence 
of unh'ersity and civic .repr;~<'nta­
t:ves, Sir Arthur Cm'rle, prinl'ipal 
of l\fcG!lI University, Raid ye"ter­
day that he had d;scus~ell the Ilwt­
ter w!th Aldel'm:1.n ,1'eldon, ,;'ho 
had gIven his assurance tll:lt t!'e 
matter ,,,ould not be pre~scd '" 
or the university's protest, 

"In this morning'~ is~u('," ~Hid I 
~it" Arthu~, "the,~e appears HI NIi­
tor:al entItled ,\ l'ni\'er'litr nnd 
Hospital Zon('." Thi~ is. 1 l]plil"(>. 
the first editorial common! Y')1l )',n'? 
made with reference to the p·co­
posed eroctlon of a convention !J.'lll 
on'r the "\IcT:whh street re"t'n olr. 
And YOIl refer to a conferen~e thp 
Fnive:'slty authorities h'ld ,dth 
('(\"lc representati,'es last \\'ed.'es­
day. ::Iray I say· that YOllr ('omm<:'nt 
does not represent fairly whllt took 
place at thE' conferenc(>, 

"I am the Universit" authority 
w.ho attended that conferencf> on 
,Vednesday last. I first he:1rd oC 
this project by seeing an i~,u~ or 
!lIe :\10ntreal Herald of August 7th 
on the front pa!': ... of Which I1.pp;.ar­
cd a cut of the ":\Tillion Dollnl' ('on­
Y('ntion Hall for ..\Iontrea!." I p"Eo'­
sume the Gazette al~o notee1 this 
news, I immediatelv wrote tt) .\1-
dermal! ,Ye1don anti askf><i !I;m 0 

inform me just how far tht' proi ,~t 
had ~one and f'aylng that the ['l1i- \' 
Y"rsity was most profound'Y In~e.­
csteel. .\5 It result ,tit h\n 'Plll\, 1 \ 
asked for an opporlnnlt, of Jis­
<'u"s\nl'; the matter with hlm, Hrl 
\"11' Inten'lew took pl1.cP, last "'"d­
n(l~day morning. 

rOrXTS OF (·.U;~;, 

"r protest yigorously n:;'ill1<t 
C1e erection of the convenlion ','.111 
on the sitE' mentioned on the foilo;\,­
in~ grounds: 

1.-"The site :5 on neither street-
• car nor bus routes. bl! t is at • le 

top of a steep hill and well atY:IY 
from hotels and stations so t'tat 
motor traffic, ,,,hen the hall was 
l1e!ng used. would be ,'cry hp:ny, 

!?,-"Th!'re are t\\'o IlppI'oact.p~. 
one by Pine A venue and one h)' ;'I!c­
Tav.sh Sh'ee!. TIH' third pM"II,!I­
Hy of entering frotn [lIe ,\!·'UIll 
f'llmpllS in front of th.... ..\Tedien I 
13:Jllding and ~o Into Carleton Ito:,.n 
could not be countonanceri hy ,hp 
l"nlver~Ity, 

3,-"Tlle crowdim; of Pine AyenUl 

~
' motor traffic c~. peCiallY at ni;::ht 

, uld probably bp, a s(,rious '11.­
n 'anc(' to the Royal Victoria H,)!'­
p " 1, for tha t pal't of Pi ne A ypn lI(> 
I .. '><i.w mar1,!',i "Quiet, 1l0"pit'1! 

• %0110 ~,,,, the hCay.,y trafrif' llIi~l't I 
at t1me~ ,\mp(>de the am )Ulancll SCI-
,-jre. . 

4 -".\rCTi)",i~'l St"ee· Is vl'rv ~te")J , 
anrl not '\'ide , ~, t11,.t c!otr-.; 'c11'11Ih­
lng to the Hall -w,)uhl do so 11l0~ - lr 
In ~pcond or lo\\" - gear a\\~ I""lee 
would be particularl, no.!J3·. Tlli~ 
route passes the t'niverslty Llll':'lr;: 
with its re:lding" I'ooms w1;lerc quiet 
Is essential" I\nll tlw PI'P!lQyterian 
College, where many Unln'rhlY on<1 
'I'hoologieal stndcats I\le ann w\t'-" 
lI'rturPH are giypn, 

ii,-"The thre" near"st llol'lh anll 
~onth strf'etR, Peel, ).[cTavl-;'I, 'l'1d 
l'"h'ersity, are all steep and In , j'!' 
'., It'ter are apt· to he <1::tn~rr(11!. t·) 
n ,otor traffic if this Is COllgo,~tcd, 
anel Ilre frequently very slippery 
fo~ p!'destr.ans, whUe e,,,~h hn~ a~ 
Ih pine A Hnue ~l1d a dj'ficult c r-
ne". 
~,-"The traffic wOllld t:lerefol'e 

Interfere seriously, with the amer.it­
ies and necessary quiet or a ho~­
pltal and university n<'ighbourhoorl, 
and would with shch ~tcep unll d f­
ficult streets lead to llerlou" (:')11-

g('stion and probably tq accid('nt~, 
i,-"lIIoreoYer for pedestrians th~ 

site Is unsuitable. Even the :V[l)y~\' 
Hall in the Campus iH ('ons1d~"~:: 
Ollt of the 'Way by the. gencral flh\',iC' 
who would much prefer a mon' '1"­
I esslble Fite and a le~s "(I'eI1UoU'< 
climb both In ~he hot Hummer'! ~ nd 
in the cold and slippery win ter~. 

8,-"1 pointed out tit'lt In nil 0;'0-
hab,Jity thc erection fir 11 eon, (,:1-

!.ion hall would result In 1110re pros- I 
tl.utes than e"cr !i,'lng betwp~n l'l~ 
C'nlver,;!t,' arc'!. ;II'd f;t. Catlwrine 
s'r('et, 

!I,-"1 WOLnd u:J mv protp.st w.t t , :0 
]llea that If it were decided to ,~o,'er 
the rel'ervo;r, the wisdom of whirl' 
I questioned, thp ('it)' might erect nn 
aquarium, ;In Institui'ol1 of an etIn­
clltlonal charac'ter, and one of grt":I t 
Interest alwars to the puhlic," 

"This cons.1tllte~, T hell eve, n ! r, 
tie more than what you term 'R rll­
ther mild and uncei"tai" criticism', 
Let me conrlndc by saying that ,\1-
dermqn '''eldon gave an ansurO:C"He 
ti'at the matter ,\'ould not he, pr"~· 
sell in view of the LJnlverslt~ s pm­
tes ';' 



A U~IVER~ITY AND HOSPITAL ZOo TE. 

RepFesentatives of McGill University are I 
l'epGrted to have conferred with AId. Weldon 
on Wednesday regarding the proposed erec­
tion of a half·million-dollar convention hall 
over the McTavish street reservoir. A!derman \ 
Weldon is, we understand, the father of this 
project. In the discussion on Wednesday there 
appears to have. been expressed some doubt as \ 
to the sUitability. of the site, the cnticism com­
ing, presumably. from the University author­
ities present. If these authorities had used 
thi::. conference for the purpose of voicing a 
vigorous and determined protest against the 
project they would have been serving the in­
terests of the University much more wisely 
and effectively. 

To construct a public auditorium over a 
reservoir from which so many people of :\lont­
Teal draw their drinking water is objectienable 
upon sentimental grounds, but there are other 
and more practical considerations of sufficient 
importance to condemn it. The site is in the 
heart of the university and hospital district 
and its proximity must inevitably hamper the 
work of both institutions, this being particu­
larly true of the Royal Victoria Hospital, 
whose patients require quiet surroundings as 
a condition essential to their satisfactory re­
covery. A public auditorium of the kind sug· 
gested cannot be other than a source of noise, 
which, however harmonious, must interfere 
with the quiet of the hospital and the class­
room, and there is no guarantee that the noise 
emanating from such a place would be har­
monious in every instance; in an age of jazz 
'llusic this is too much to expect. :Moreover, 
the increased traffic which the presence of such \ 
!In auditorium would create, the honking of 
horns and the grinding of brakes, and so on, 
",:ould in itself constitute an objection suffi­
ciently strong to ensure the summary rejec­
tion' of the project by all those who have the 
true interest of' the University and the Hos­
pital at heart. AId. Weldon, perhaps, is in­
different to these considerations, but the Uni­
versity authorities ought not to be, and some 
much more forcible protest should have been 
uttered by them than what appears to have 
been a rather mild and uncertain criticism. 

The public are not inclined to be tolerant 
of the expressions of vandalism which, in the 
minds of some aldermen, are mistaken for civic 
improvements. A sufficiently striking example 
of this crudity of thought has been afforded 
in the admission of tram cars to the mountain, 
and in the erection of some sort of pavilion, 
or eating house, on the mountaintop. Mount 
Royal was intended to be preserved as a 
natural and unspoiled' recreation ground io 
the inhabitants of the city and i s visitors. and 
as such it was maintained until recent years. 
Little- by little, however, encroachments are 
beirl'g m;:.de which, under the guise of improve­
ments, are robbing the mountain park of its 
most attractive feature. If AId. Weldon and 
his associates in the City Council approve of 
this kind of thing, the public do not, and the 
sooner these mischievous activities are discon­
tinued the better it will be for all concerned. 
The proposed auditorium over the reservoir is 
onc more example of ali:lermanic 
t.o considerations of public and private comfort 
which the people's representatives should, in 
all circumstances, observe and respect. The 
convention hall proposal ought to be aban­
doned, whether the University authorities dis­
charge their responsibilities in this regard or 
not. More than that, the city should create a 
university and hospital zone embracing all the 
territory up from' Sherbrooke street and be­
tween University and l\icTavish streets. In 
respect of other hospitals in the city the same 
principal should be invoked as far as local 
conditions permit, but so far as the Royal Vic­
toria i:< concerned, situated as it is close to 
the University and operated in association 
\\-ith it, there are no difficulties to be over­
come. As to an auditorium or convention hall 
there are plenty of other sites available, equal­
ly central, much more accessible, and in every 
w;.\y mOr~ appropriate for the purpose. 



COlnile Executif E'(eculive Commi ttee 
Hotel de Ville Ci!>, Hall 

J~ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT 

TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R. 

ALFRED MATHIEU 

J-M. SAVIGNAC, N. P 

WM.-SMILEY WELDON 

Montreal, September 1st, 1931. 

Sir rthur CUTrie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. LL.D., 
Principal, McGill University, 

o n t rea 1. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

Pursuant to our conversa­
tion of last Wednesday ~ Convention Hall, at whic h 
time you intimated that it was the intention of McGill 
University Authorities to erect a convocation Hall 
in the future, it occurred to me that the _ cGill lni­
versity Corporation might grant to the City the ground 
necessary upon which to build such a liall, say on the 
si te of the David McCord Museum, and the Ci ty would 
erect same, and grant permission to the University 
the use of said hall, when and as required by it. 

I am writing this letter with 
the sanction of my Colleagues on the Executive Commit­
tee as they are unanimous in assisting me to have such 
a place in the so called English quarter of the City. 

I may mention that I have had 
the Chairman of our Board of Assessors make me a state­
ment of the value of the block immediately opposite 
on the south side of Sherbrooke Street, including the 
Drummond Estate property and find that same is in the 
vicinity of $750,000 .00. 

That, of course, will kill the 
project, as I pointed out already that you can figure 
another twenty-five per cent of the cost of the buil­
ding for foundation. 

As a resident of st. George Ward, 

- 2 -



. Cornile Executif Executive Commil1ee 
Hotel de Ville Gib' Hall 

J,..ALLAN BRAY, PRESIDENT Montreal, Sept ember 1st, 1931. 
TANCREDE FORTIN, C . R. 

ALFRED MATHIEU 

cJ:-M. SAVIGNAC, N. P. 

WM.-SMILEY WELDON 

Sir Arthur Curri e, 

- 2 -

for forty-one years, I am profoundly interested 
in having such a hall in our midst, as there is 
a crying needfor same, and if the present oppor­
tunity is allowed to slip, we may never have one. 

Awaiting a reply at your earliest con­
venience, I remain 

Yours very truly, 

~ 

Member of the ~xecutive 7 
Committee. 
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Hotel de Ville Gib' Hall 

J,.ALLAN BRAY, PREtSIDENT Montreal , Sept ember 25th,1931. 
TANCREDE FORTIN, C.R. 

ALFRED MATHIEU 

J:-M. SAVIGNAC, N. P. 

WM.-SMILEY WELDON 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, McGill University, 
M 0 n t rea 1. 

Dear Si r Arthu r, 

I beg to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of the 24th inst., and 
in reply thereto express my regret that the oppor­
tunity toobta1n a Convention Hall in the centre of 
the City, half of which would have been paid by 
the Federal and Provincial Governments, has passed 
8S the Provincial Premier gave our Committee to 
understand that any buildings erected, which would 
entail a further burden upon our budget, would not 
be permitted in the Unemployment Relief Programme. 

I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

Member of the Executive 
Committee. 
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April 3,1930. 

!1rs. :.lurray called today and asked my opinion 
as to the advisability of a campaign to 
raise money for a large concert hall. 

I discouraged her by saying that I was sure 
that at the present time such a campaign 
would not receive the support of the men 
on the Board of Governors of UcGill University 
because a campaign no\"; of that magnitude would 
"muddy the s tree t" • 

She seemed very interested in all I had to 
tell her of KcGill's problems and I am sure she 
is a friend of the University. 

A'YC:Dll 





ont~eal nee~s a ncert Hall. This is apparent to those whose 
dcsire it is to im ulture of our city - uphold the 
dignity of 8anada 's ~!etropolis a.nd provide a place wherein not 
only artists of fame may be hea~d, but also Ihere outstanding 
10ca.1 ta.lent may be given an oppo:-tulli ty of expressing it self in 
fitting surroundings. ~he subject has lorg been discussed in 
music circlcs, but concerted e fo:-t has been some-what lacking, 
ow ing p~obably to the need for sponso~ship. rom ye a:- to ye ar 
the .. ontreal .rus io :'Teek ",0 :nl ttee under the guidance of the Delph c 
study 8lub have brought this matter up at their annual music week 
luncheons, and such lovers of music as the Hon !tr li. David and ?ll" 
Justice Surveyor have spoken of this need. Time and again 
engup'ements of noted artists have had to be ca~celled o~ing to 
lack of accomodation. ..t the present time, the .1indsor Hall, '7ith 
a capacity o~ little more than one thousand seats is the l~reest 
concert hall we have. At times, the Ball Rooms of the ~.fount 'Royal 
Hotel and Ritz Ca~lton Hotel have been used, but really ~~1/~~~ 
neither of those is large enough for big concert work. Cortot's 
recent r~cital had to be staged at the Et Denis Theatre, as will 
also the cooinrr recital of Kreisler, and a theatre does not lend itself 
to this ~ind Ofl~O~k. Thie is evident by 8o~tot's remarks as to our 
need. In ~ontreal a 80ncert Hall would be a splendid business 
proposition, the same as it is in other arp,e cities. roperly 
manap.ed it should produce dividends to those who see its possibilities. 
One important point ~ould be location, and IJontreal is cosmopolitan 
enough to see the adviEability of such en edifice being erected in 
a cent"!."al section of the city. '''hat ;ould be better than a point 
within the bounderies of Bleary, Pine, Guy and ~orchester. Sherbrooke 
street might be a good sug~esti0n BS a location ~hich ~ould be 
dignified an~ a~ay from general cO~Mercialism. The type of building. 
One which -ould produce revenue the year round, apart from concer 
work. By this it is meant that in addition to t~e concert halls, a 
section could be erected for music stUdios to accomodate Professors 
and Teachers of . .!usi c, and also Club Rooms fo"!." I~us ie ':;lub s. .!t'or 
instance, last year the :Ladies Uo!'ning .. 1usie Club paid the Ritz Jarlton 
~·335. for the use 0= the Ball Room and ~;90. to the Y .I.l.C • .t~. There are 
many such clubs that could a so be attracted to a r:lusic eentre. ..,.s 
regards the main po!"tion of the building, a hall viould be needed with 
a capacity of at least 4000, and other s'Ilaller o~es of say, 1000, 1500 
and 2000 seats. ~hese halls could be rented, not only lo~ 00ncerts, 
but for Balls suc h as the _.rrnist ice Ball and the Junior Leagu~. 
Similar organizations would be p~ospects, not to mention conventions 
and other mass meetings. Apart from Concerts and Recitals sponsored 
by independent concert manDgerS, the Concert Hall Uana@,ement, iinbued 
\'i it h the idea of br inp.: ing to the fo!"e Cariad ian talent, could arrange 
recitals themselves. Inde0d a 80no~rt Hall ~as great possibilities. 
Financ ing such a project could be done by the flotation of bonds. and 
it is not im robable that a Provincial grant grant could be obtained 
and u..~doubted ly the city Vlould nho',i some interest. Convocations 
and conventions of all kinds could be accomodated in a hall of 
this nature. 



I N PURSUANCE of the policy of facilitating 
cultural devdopment in this Province, the 

c'ItabHshment of a Conservatory of Music 
for Montreal is ~nnounced. This will be 
welcome news to m y. There is no city 
on the North American Continent that 
has a greater music-loving public, 
that responds more readily to opportl!lli­
ties to hear fine music. Unfortunately, those 
opportunitie8 are not frequent. Moreover, the 

I facilities for study are not as comprehensive 
I as could be desired. 
I 

Apparently it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to establish a Conservatory at which 
students may obtain a thorough grounding, a 
substantial musIcal backgroUlld. as it were. 
preliminary to finishing their studies abroad,­
a Conservatory, moreover, to which successful 
students may return and take up teaching 
positions. It is a laudable idea, and It is suscep­
tible of practical elaboration. Fortunately, 
music is a drpartment of cUlture into which 
politics cM hardly enter. 

It would, however, be most unfortunate if 
!lIly strangers gathered the Impre~ion, trom 
th!' announcement that a Conservatory is to 
be established by the Government, that Mont­
real has no facilities for musical studies. On I 
the contrary, there are several. McGill Con­
servatory has done splendid work in the past, I 

and is continuing to do' such work. alike in I 
grounding pupils and in preparing them for 
advanced tltudie'l, in every branch of mu;;ic. 
'The long record of successful Canadians who 
have won places for themselves in the world of 
music testifies to the thoroughness of McGill's 
training. But this institution is not V:ithill the 
reach of everybody, nor is it large enough to 
take care of more than 0. small proportio!l of 
those desirous to study. A new Conservatory 
under Government auspices will therefore me~t. 
a long felt need. 



512 ST. CATHERINE STREET WEST, 

MONTREAL . 

April Is t, 1930. 

Gen eral Sir Arth or Currie, G.C. :.1. G.,K.C.B ., 
Principal & Vice-Chancellor, 
~cGill University, 
L10NJREAL • 

_ear Sir Arthur:-

Enclosed please flnd copy of 
letter to the Eon. .IT. la vi a, a ate d .,':.arc h 31s t, 
which explains itself. 

I do not know just what is in 
his Itind in reference to a Conservatoriwr: of I. usic 
but thought I would like to get an expression froIt 
hiIt and at the scIte tiIte see what he thinks about 
the proposed I.lusic or Convention 2all. I think it 
was Mr. Beatty or Col. 1.101son who said in writing 
to Ite, the question would be b,.ought up at the 
next Heeting of the Governors of McGill College 
if the site would be available. I have not heard 
if it was brought up or not? 

Trusting you are keeping well 
and with kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

C? to. t Yylch~ 

Cl L: .... H. 

Copy of letter and Clipping enclosed 



• C O"'p Y 

The Honqurable Athanase David. -2-

I think son:e of the f.1usic halls 
in Boston, perhaps Syn:phony Hall ~ong others have 
ConservatoritlltS in connection with then: in the S8n:.e 
build ing. 

I have been interested in the 
welfare of McGi11 Conservatoriun:. of t~usic, since 
it s incepti on. There have b~e n nun:.erous und ertak-
ings during the past twenty years to get a Music 
Hall built here, as you probably know, but for son:.e 
reason or another none of then: succeeded, but when 
we see your nan:e ano the Governn:ent interested in 
son:e such undertaking it looks n:.ore pron:ising and 
will no doubt develop for the benefit of all con­
cerned and prove a success. 

I would be interested in sorr.e 
such undertaking and be prepared to assist it in 
every possible way and I an:. confident the corr.n:unity 
woulil highl;y'" appreciate anything you see fi t to do 
in such an undertaking. The need for such a build-
ing is greater than ever before. 

Trusting to hear son:.ething fur­
ther about it fron:. you. in the near future. 

Yours very truly, 

c\VL :SH. (Sgd) C .VI. L DIDSAY. 



C 9 p. Y 

MA.RCH 31st, 1930. 

The Honourable Athanase David, 
llessrs. Elliott & :Davi a, 
275 st. Ja~es street, 
MONTR~L • 

Dear ~r. David:-

I affi interested in the enclosed 
cl ipping in re fe rence to a Cons erva tori un: of hlus i c. 
I also realize there is neeL for a COITrr.unity or 
Music Hall, which would be suitable for large gather­
i ngs, on s :iIr.ilar 1 i ne s to the Mass ey Hall in Tor 0 n to, 
with a seating capacity of 3,000 or ~ore. 

As I know ::'lcGill are also in­
terested in a Hall of this kind I want to see Sir 
Arthur Currie abou.t it and he was very n:uch inter­
ested ana in writing to Hr. Beatty Crencellor of 
ricGill later OD about it he said they would bring 
up the questi OD El. t a L1eeti ng of the Governor s of 
McGill College. 

Mr. Louis Bourdon has been 
speaking to n:e on the san:e subject and he states he 
is unable to bring the best lLusical organizations 
here fron: the U .S. on accotlnt of not having a suit-
able n:usic hall to accolLodate then:. He spoke 
about the BOStOD and Philadelphia SYlLphony Orches­
tras in this conDection. 

I understand McGill college 
have land on the 'North-East corner of Sherbrooke 
an a l'oJ.cTa vi sh Street, which would be suitable for 
such a building and on talking the lLatter over with 
our PresiClent, Mr. J.A. Hebert, Mr. Louis Bourdon 
and others, they seen: to think it would be a cen­
tral and suitable location for such prerr..ises. 

I Dote there is a n:overr.ent 
on fo ot on tb e part of f.li ss ~.1a.rtha AlIen aDd her 
associates for a Sffiall Theatre, and the thought 
has just occured to n:e, n:ight it be con:bined in 
this san:e building and perhaps the CODservatoriun: 
which you have in n:iDd. 
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Sir ArthQT f. Cm'rie, 
Principal , 
:.~cGill Universi ty, 
:,:0 ~REL~L. 

Denr Sir ArthQr:-

512 ST. CATHERINE STREET WES t, 

MONTREAL. 

January 30th, 1930. 

SorGe tirr.e after rr.y intervie\7 wit h 
yOQ in reference to the rr.Qsic hall, I wrote to :d'. 
Beatty on the sQbject and sent hin: a copy of the rr.err.o­
rand~ I left ~~th you and got a reply frorr. hirr. ex­
pressing his interest in the sQggestion, bQt seen:ed 
to think it rr.igh t n:eun a can:paign lihic h he WOQld Dot 
care to put ahead of the Universi ty CaEpaign. It 
was rr.y thoQght that it rr.ight be accon:plished by a Ie'N 

who wo Qld Q od er take the fi nu nci ng of it. 

I also sent a copy of the letter 
to Col. !.Tolson and he showed conside!'able interest in 
his reply and said the question WOQld con:e u.p at the 
next leeting of the Gover nors of I.1cGill. 

In talking it over with sorr.e 
others, they estin:ate the cost of the build ing any 
place fron: j200,000.00 upwards, according to the 
size and class of construction. 

The re is no do ubt in rr.y rr.in a the 
con:n:unit'yare in neeG of son:e such bQilding for the 
DQIterOQS rr.eetings which it rr.ight be used for and as 
stated to yOQ, if it is the opinion ana desire of 
others to fQTnish a hall for the people, I will be 
pleased to be 0 De of the n urr.ber to co ntri bQ te towar ds 
it. 

You pr obabl y hear d 0 f rr.y offer to 
Dr. Uartin in reference to a Convalescent Eo:rr:.e. I 
Qnc1erstand frorr. .Ir. Chenoweth ana Dr. Haywoou there 
is need for a Convalescent Holte and tha t it vJOQld re­
lieve both Hospitals considerably and COQld be oper­
ated at a rr.uch lower cost than a general Hospital. 
I also understand this question vl~ll con:e QP before 
the Joint Comt.ittee at their next lIeeting, ana thoQght 
you WOQlc1 be interested and like to know sorr.e particu-
lars before the n:eeting. 



512 ST. CATHERINE STREET WEST, 

MONTREAL . 

Sir ':.rthur .r. Currie. -2-

I have heard it said that there is 
an over-production of doctors and nurses. If this is 
correct the san:e thing Imy apply to Hospitals the Viay 
they have been increasing during the past fe-'l years and 
on account of the nunber of prospective Eospitals now 
on hand. For exan:ple, The .. 10ntreal University 
proposes a 500 bed Hospital in connection \ut their 
new University; otre-TIarr.e 200 additional beds; Verdun 
150; st. "'::enry about the san:e; the :1.G.:". about 100 
private and about the san:e n~ber of Ublic beus, anu 
there rr.ay be others I do not think of, but on the other 
hand I understand the Hospitals are all full, so one 
has to be well inforrr.ed to know the exact situation. 

I an: pleased to note your various 
activities in this Eorning's "Gazette" and other ~.:eet­
ings 'flhere you bave given addresses and an: glad to 
note your heal th pern:its of these good works. 

kind regards. 
Trusting you are well and with 

C'flL :8 H. 



F bruary 3rd, 1930. 

C. • Lin , q •• 
512 St. Oath rin Street TO> t, 
• 0 n t rea 1 • 

OD o.r r. Lind.so.y. 

I havo reael 71th J:l'U.'h Int rost 
your letter of J nuary 30th. In fact. over inc 
your intor i uith r.le in my offic I hf'l l:l.!::.ll1' 

thoueht of your id as nd your ro i 0 to 
n th pro i iOll of e larg hall hloh coul 
d for conmunity gathor1ne • 

In this pro et th Uuiver Ity 
is ry much intor at d and ha b on tlling 
to ha e uch a building er t on it ground 
pro ided the archltootur ~a of uch a cl~ e G 
could be approvod, and c.loo pro i ad tl1at the 
University enjoy certain t ciliti s, uch s the 
use of the hall for Con ocat on p rpo nd for 
concert purposes. 

In plans hieh Pro:£' sor 
obbs prop r d and hich hav boon sho n a 

indicating the futur developmont of th Uni­
versity, pro i ion ha b on mad tor OIDO such 
building t tho corn r of oT vi h Sh rbrooko 
Street uhor the cC'ord llu ewn ncm tands. 

I do not think that 0. bulld­
i uch S Tould satisfy the Univor ity could 
b crocted for nythinC liko 200,000. oney 
SOOT.]S to eo uch a hort di tano th GO days. 
h n I r. o1b r that th ratlvely na11 
ddltion to our Library co t 134,000, I an 

qu to convincod that it ould MO n sever 1 



tioo 200.000 to upp1y u ith 
U flcient sizo, nd pro~ rly 

eoner 1 need of tho Uni rait 
so pro sine thut I no our Go rnors h it 
to 1 unch any 0 rnp~ien or to dontlfy them 
ory oti ely ith any c pin that uould 

tract f om th oc of ~cGill' next ppe 1. 
put it off for the ake of the hospit 1 , 

and their d lay of a 0, oouple ith 
th break in the tool rk t nd h rd r bu 1-
n BS conditions e n rally. ha invol d n 
enbarr in~ po tpon rn no' our np len. 
E oh y er the fin ncial condition of the Uni­
ver It beoo os or • 1 h t ro ult that 
find it i~r a inely d1 fioult to ke p up Ith 
the prooes ion nd much mor diffiou1t to r t in 

po ition of 1 dor hip. 

your o£ 
I lcnou such 

it 

care of 
ion. I hall 
artin he. to G 

tho 0 int C Ol'll.~i tto n 

You .il1 be 
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trikine import nco nd 

o ived most o~ ptably. 
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Ever youro fnlthf~lly, 



W. D. Lighthall, Esq.,tt.D., 
34 Royal Insuranoe Building, 
l(~)Ji t re al • 

Dear Kr. tighthalll-

lIarch 
Twenty-seventh 

1923. 

tet me acknowledge both your letters 
ot ltaroh 24th. 

. I am atraid the newspapers have lett an 
1mpression in the minds of the publio not altogether 
Justified by the aotion whioh the University authorities 
have taken up to the present regarding the Memorial Hall, 
the erection ot whioh Is being oonsldered by the I.O.D.E. 
Matters are in a Tery nebulous state at pros.nt. We 
have .imply told the I.O.D.E. that .. are interested in 
their proposition and that If ther oan 1"aiso suftioient 
t1Ul4. to ereot a building ot 8ultable a1"ohiteoture and 
other requirements we w1ll be willing to onter into some 
arrangement with them by which the building oan be 
ereoted on our property, always proyiding we can work in 
bar.oDY •• to manasement and that we may have the acoommo-
4atioD in the building at all tl.e. wh10h we may require. 

Aa you augB8.t. there are a-good many 
elementl whioh enter into the propo.ltion and all mUlt 
r~oelye due oOD.ideration., 

I .hall boar in mind what you lay regarding 
the aoOor4 "seu. and oan rea4117 give you the assuranoe 
that it the Mueeum i. moyed from its present slte luitable 
quarter. will be found tor it. 

With many thanks tor your letter8, 1 am. 

lour. faithtully. 
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General S.r Arthur CUrrie;­
Principal McGill University 
Sherbrooke street west. 
City 

Dear Mr.Principal;-

March 24th 1923 

Observing (by the newspapers) that :you are 
approving of the McCord Mu.seum corner as a site for the Memo­
rial Hall proposed by the I.O.D.E. - I beg leave. as repre­
senting Dr MoCord, to call the attention of the University to 
a provision in the Deed of Gift by him, that in such aase a 
building of equal kind be provided for this MUseum. Remo~al 

has of course, always been contemplated. His own view has 
been that a separate entrance was an indispensable element, 
to mark the individual character of the institution. M.ay I 
suggest that MoGill might make it one of the conditions of 
the Hall enterprise that a part of the Hall, with a separate 
entrane~ be devoted to the McCord MUseum. The Hall itself -
as a Memorial - would in any event naturally suggest the depo­
sit within its walls of some selected relics of the Great 
War, such as flags. 

I am~ dear Sir Arthur. 

Yours truly. 



General Sir ArtPn~ Currie, 
Principal McGi11 University 
Sherbrooke street West 
City. 

Dear Sir;-

Memorial Hall.-

Having a year or so ago. made some public sug­

gestions on the subject of such a Hall may I now briefly 

repeat. for the benefit of all concerned,my general thoughts. 

I.As to financing, three elements of our peo­

ple ought to be appealed to, and should unite, namely (a) 

McGill University. which needs a Convocation Hall. and 

should own it. subject to conditions arising from the sub­

scription; (b) the elements who desire a Memorial of our war 

dead (c) the musical and other elements in the city who feel 

the need of a great public hall in Montreal. Even if the 

last should turn out an indefinite quantity. they would 

make a valuable supporting voice which would strengthen the 

subs cri pti ons • 

No one of these three elements of our English 

speaking community (to whom alone we can l6ok) is strong 

enough to carry such an enterprise alone. 

The next point I would like to make is about 

the architecture. The leading idea being that of a Memorial. 

the whole impression of the building should be that of a memo-



General Sir Arthur Currie ••••••• 2. 

rial - not sepulchral, but eminently grave and dignified - no 

frills. It oughtnot to seek to be a monument of Victory.but 

rather of Remembrance. If if could also suggest a note of 

Empire and Imperial history. that would be good. 

Yours truly. 
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CANADIAN P ES YTE IAN 

REV. ARTHUR W. LOCHI:AD. 

15510 

WE.HWE.I'U. HONAN .. ~.Q.Y .! ... ~~.t.h .......... 192 c . 

Sir ArthoIT Currie D.!:.O. I .. T •• n. 

Principal of McGill University. 

Montreal. Canada. 

~ir;-

McGill "ews of SeptemBer r -; ached me a rew days ago, 

and T read it, barrin t the adv~rtisments, from cover to covor. The 

news of our Alma A.ater brings not e li ttle joy to HcGill's sons anr1. 

daughters hero in ! o~an, or it tel s us that the University is 

sti:.l alive, and is ~ lanning c0 1..: ragcously for :m ~nlaq~cment of her 

activit.ies, ana. bes incr' ')a::.:~ng faith in h :: rsr:lf,in her place in "i-l!e 

Commonwealth, and in her patrons. But ~2fore jncreasing pros~erity 

and tie generosity of h0r noble patrons, 8nd of her graduat~s, 

transforns "'lans into bqiJdings, cannot sO Tlething be don~ to sav~ the 

Soutll -west corner of the On i vcr<'.>i ty groungs from having erected on 

it a hideous round building li~o a gro~t gas reservoir? Could anything 

be uglier and more inconsistent than Convocatjon Hall in Toronto 

University,Br ~lbcrt Hall in London? ftnd yet I f?ar that wc are 

going to go them one b~tt,2r in HcGill, for 18 not the finest site 

the Un i versi ty ::losses already c8.rmarkC'd for' d~secra tioll ? " Acoustics 

demand 'i round b11ilding" 80 ~11. u110 W.Li.J. say. The Convocation Hall of 

Edinhurkh University, McEwen Hall,id a round buulding, an~ yet its 
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acoustics are about as bad as ~o f sible. If a round building is 

necessary I do try to tuck it a\>lay nC3.r t ll tJ ';'T:?sl~yan Colleee or the 

power house, and keep the Shcrbrookc ~ront, including the South-west 

corner for c. consistent pill) of noble building~ ilorthy of a gr'eat 

seat of l~arnine. 

I am, m~ ~ear Sir Arthur, 

Your vC'ry reS'l(>C Lful and Ob0d ien t sel'van t, 

/I U£'Vl Z,J · ~c ~-f 4.4. 
(4. L r; - d ( jtG., /, ~,~ 
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I h ve your lotter 0 this 
you thnt the best t· Ing to do 

.e h ve given 
y's ~onverv t10n ~ther 

t ~l Ool.lshes.I m. 

Yours ~it fully. 

Princ Ip'" 1. 
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