
li. • Thornton gS\I.D.~.S •• 
Faculty of • edicine, 
"cJ1ll Uni versi ty. 

Dear Dr. Thornton:-

D cember 
Sixteenth 
1919. 

I fin~ that my st.teroent to you 
this mornin) \,i tl.. referenoe to the proposed Faoulty 
of Dentistry as not {uits 00 r ct. 

Phe u)plicatlon ~or the ost.llish-
~nt ' of El separate Faculty of Dentistry cn e up 

before COrl)Ore.t1on at the last t,etinf','. and ~ as 
apl)rove 1 by thi~ body. It, no .. everp h:J.s to Je 
approved by the Boarl of Governor ~lbo, an~ 
Corporation, consequently, transQitte~ it to the 
Board for final action. 

It ht 8 not been r)efor ~he ")oard 
of Governors ns yet, but .ill be brolP'ht before 
them ~. t the 1 ext .JeetlfJ.S of the ~ouru. in the 
meantime, you had better continue to conduct th 
affairs of your Dep rtment ill the s(" me Planner as 
hitherto • . 

. _A~ soon :MS the "Roar 1 trkes action, 
r. Glasseo .ill re ort the fuct to JOu • 

.. 
'.:it lest· .ishes: 

I ren ain, 
yours. very sincerely, 

Actin~ ir:neipal. 
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l\IcGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

MONTREAL, F.ebruary .. 26th. 1.921 •.. 

Mr. A.P.S. Glassoo, B.So., 
MoGill University., 
City. 

Dear Mr. Glassoo;-

According to arrangements, I met 
Mr. Fred. Molson at the Montreal General Hospital 
yesterday morning. 

Mr. Molson looked Over our Dental 
Clinio, and showed a very keen and intelligent inter­
est in existing oonditions, of that part of our work. 

After spending some time in our own 
Clinio, we went over to see the Dental Department of 
the University of Montreal, on St. Hubert Street. 
I think it was a revelation to Mr. Molson to see what 
a real dental department looks like. 

I had lunoheon with Mr. Molson at the 
Mount Royal ClUb, so that we had a good opportunity of 
discussing matters pertaining to our own present conditions. 
Mr. Molson asked me to write him some of the facts per­
taining to this matter, and I am sending you a copy of 
the matter which I am mailing to him this morning. Mr. 
Molson was anxious to have something of this kind, in 
order that he might present the rratter as intelligently 
as possible to the Board of Governors at their meeting 
on Monday next. 

I thought perhaps, it would be well for 
you to have a copy also, so that you would be intelligent­
ly in~ouch with it before it oame up, 

Very truly yours, ~/ 7A 
~.~~~ 

Dean, Faoulty of'Dentistry. 



:\1cGILL UNIVER S ITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

MONTREAL, Febru~.l'y.Z3. 1921. 

At a special meeting of the Faculty of Dentistry, held 
4...Jt.. 

Tuesday eTening, F&b~ary 22nd. to con~ider the question of 

increased accommodatJ , ~ for the Dental Students of the third 

and fourth years, it was moved b) Dr. F. G. Henry, seconded 

by Dr. F. H. A. Baxter; 

I. That practical experience in a dental clinic is an 

essential part of the training of dental s tudenta. 

2. That the accommodation, at presen~ available, for 

clinical teaching in the Montreal General Hospital, is wholly 

inadequate, for the number of students at present receiving 

instruction therein; 

3. That the la~oratory in the present Dental Clinic is 

~ lighted almost~with artificial light, and is practically with-

out means of ventilation, and students are compelled to put in, 

at lwaet six half days a week in this room. 

4. That only sixteen Dental chairs are available for thirty 

students, necessitating an alternating of students between the 

laboratory and operating room, which is wholly undesirable. 

5. That there is only one room available for examining 

and extracting, and this results in wearisome waiting, on the 

part of many patients. 

6. That there are fourteen students in the present third 

year class, and thirty-eight students in the second year, making 

a total of fifty-two students, for whom accommodation must be 

provided, and at the present time we have room for only sixteen 

students in the operating room, and the floor spaa., at the 



OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 

MONTREAL, .. 
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present time is so crowded/that anything like efficient work 

on the part of the students is quite impossible. 

7. That the accommodation will be needed at the close of 

the present academic year. 

8. That the members of the Dental Faculty desire most ear­

nestly to impress upon the University Authorities, the necessity 

of attending to the matter, without further delay, aa the necess­

ary work, in connection with this increased waxa- accommodation, 

will require considerable thought and very close attention, in 

order that the work may be completed in time to accommodate the 

increased number of students, who will qualify for advanced 

clinical instruction at the end of the present session. 

9. That a copy of the resolution be forwarded without delay 

to the Bursar with a request that it should be presented, as 

soon BS possible to the Committee of the Boar1 of Governors. 

appointed to deal with this matter. 

Motion carried unanimously. 



.ecer.J.cr. ctiens ef The u .ccia CeLr.:ittee 

:.c ncrens ea .J. cc crr.r;,cda t i on er the "Jents.l ~lin' c • 

"le ree e!YlT.cni t1->o f ell 0'\", • ng pro".rp:cti ve ouarters in the cr~er rertic~e • 
~ r • (, f'..IJ 

~~~VJ 1st. ~he Ll Lrt Gallcry, Ihillips ~uare. 

[r. d. ~. ,,1 i ......:uho s Ccllcge b11-,.. C c:rn" r ··.ance a"'1. ntarlc ::::ts. .I. liE' u 

3rl. ~h(' prc cse €!xtcn ... ion at t .0 :. cntre£: l . r.>n('>ral ~cs1"i tn • 

ThE' ' ... .A-
~~ " Gell.ry iiCU 11. l.E' r:cst desirlc e • 

en thf" C 'J er d floor, \"":hic 11 v.ould. be 1l1q 1 e ne c eY"Y""cd~~ t i en er 

sev~ral years. 

2ni. The lL.caticn is gc~d. 

3rrl. The lighting is exc epti onnlly gc cd.. 

4th. Ttc vnntilcticn ,... cxc ell cnt • ..... 
5th. All i;er} c culd be done on 0'" floer, thereby sir:plifyin~ tl.e ... u!,'''rvi i en 

e f snn:C'. 

tl:. v,ir.g tc the rASE'nt lay cut , it iJcul'l rec.:uire esE' tirr-e al1'l Foney tc 

cenvert resrrises into ~ irst class clinlc. 

7th. Tte ::;tudi"!nts unr"'\. ~(>nchers weul' lcose les3 time gcin8 tc rn frcr the 

Uni v('r~ i ty, tl:E' ..... eby making the! II'cre efficiC'r.t. 

lot. T~(>~n is =uffici('>nt floer g ace ~ r thE' Irese~t rnl reOF tc eXI!nd 

..... :}. n reQuired. ir t ..... f\ nJ.tur€'. Flccr space £:pTrcxirrr.tE'ly 

3rd. ~t~ 1 cntien is ~air. 
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4t ... :hE' cl ternti ns ne~ es ary c ep : be eas ily r.r ~oLir.icGl Y F de. 

b CL di: PT t floors. 

10 h&ve ut t~e prcpcsel c ~ens! n a~ ~he u~ner ~ ~ri tn :n 
t: '11 ~.L [' S +. } 1 n (l ~ er . e .f' ~ ° 
v v ~_~ n ~C.L o~~no reasrn~; 

1st. '::r.t ire ::11 ccr SI nc e ... 7 u:. Cl .:t . 
.. h':'c' \··cu on ~ ca suf~icient tc ~ccc~~o ate ttc st~ e~ts :cr cn0 yf'~r. 

2nd. :he ceilings are toe lew. 

3r • Ventilaticn s poer, thereby en angnring the ten th ef bct. 

stuients en teachers. 

4t .... ~.e liel:t is net GUfficirnt. 

5th. Gtemr pipes cv~rhea. on ha:l i-O: teni tc, (.: or the c:inic cver~e( ed. 

tl:. E:::: ensive to convert intc a Clinic y;r .. ic}' ;euld nrt 1 dm .. :~ruble '\ en 

com, ted. ::e "ar rPLCV frc~ the ~ ° • ~ n .... verf' 1 "y • 

7th. Tie cc~binntion of respcnsib:lities be~ween the lies ltu: un the 

~niv€'rsity males the rro er ~anag8rent ani s~ crvis':'on ef t' e clinic 

very 1i ficult • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • t; oncl usi on •••••••••••••• 
,0, 
I1 E' bel iav thrt if t1:. a 1 

eqll~:pped, that thn clinic 

be an a~'raction, net C1::;] 

er.-cnstrnters, (IT: i t ~ell 

41.rt uallery can :"e secure1. Lr. '1 prq erly 

will Le rmtirely s£.ti .... :ac"L r.:i. '"'"'1 rl . ~ :. ... 

ir ,0c1Arino stJ e .... ts, "'..-ut n se v,ell 

bf' a cr~ it tc the UnivE'rrity. 

Dr. Carreren •.•• Ct'"'ir an 
Jr ..... "'rlS cn 
'Jr. Dohan. 

'IT. u' . 

qt.: l':"f:'(' 



OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 

MONTREAL, Apri.l .... f5th .•. l~~.l •.... 

Sir 'rthur Currie., 

rincipal., 

1.c ill University. 

Dear Sir;-

I am enclosing Vii th this, 0. copy of t 'le report 

rrade by t .. n Co:r:.mittee (of Yihich I speke to you) of the 

Ter.o .ers of the Jcr.tal Faculty, \";110 have been ockine; into 

t e question of increased accon~O ation ~or .e Dent 1 Clinb • 

Si ce I saw ycu last , nnd sirce receiving this report 

which enclose , I have con.D ir. contact vdU: a propcsition v,h;ch 

if it could be na'e to r.~teri&li / 
~u d , ~ think , splendidly 

selve tee probler.. 

The toplcor of the athclogical 3ui11ing at tr.e on-

tr~al General Hcspital hee never been used , except for the pur­

pose of keeping' a fev; aniI'la s , (perhaps it would be better to say , 

housing a ew aninlals) whi.ch arE' used. in t :e DopartI'!'ont of ol:atr.-

olegy . 
~his loor is abeut 4 it.x ft. ['r.d v.ouli eive accor-°TI1-

o ation fer all tl:c c .r:.irs wr.:ch Vie '\'ViII require, ~.nd in additicn 

Viotlla. , 
t ~ink O'iv€' the !:ccossary reem I~r labcrutcry f nil Via: ting 

• t) 
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reOlIl. 

I spoke to .:.a: ~r Haywo concerning it , and gathere 

rem th~ coov rsa.tie~ that t1:is loer might be l'vailDble. 

~h~ cn~ draw-back 's, that there is ne e:evator in t .is 

bu' ing, and it ~~uld upfenr that an €Levatcr woul ar. 

bs lut n cessity. 

~tsieo ... ~· , V€T l'ttleuculdha'€t be 

done to make tHe roe!;. suitable fer c.UT pur sese I am ecing 

thi~ ~orning te leek at the u:l ing sp ken of , in th re~ort 

which enclese as "Th CIl Art Gallery", und v.il let yeu 

knOVl what I ... i~d out cone erning '~. 

Thank'ng you vrr ee ly Gr t e intnrest v' ich you 

have a ready r.anifElsted iT.. this" ttcr. 

rr. , Sir , 



FETHERSTONHAVCH 

J. CECIL McDOUGALL. B.Sc.!B.Arch .. A.R.I.B.A.A.M.E.I.C. 
H. L. FETHERSTONHAUGH. B.Arch .. A.R.I.B.A 
J. ROXBURGH SMITH. 

AND 

M~DO\GALL 
ARCI-HTLCTS : 

Sir Artr.ur Currie.
J 

K.C.B.,G.C.}:1.G., 
Princi.l:>a.l .!1cGL.l universmty, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Sept 24th 1~21. 

85 OSBORNE ST. 
MONTREAL. P.Q. 

As re1ueste~ re are enclosinG ~. copy of 

the letter with the estil.lates for tr.1e buildinC of tue new 

Dental Clinic at the lontreal General lIus.t!ital. 

\i •. h I rving) who sUblJi tteJ. tLe 1.0 ~;e~t 

tenjer, is a reliable contracto r. ~JJr Irvin.:::; is President 

of the I,uuntreal Builuers l Exchange. 

We remain, 

You r' t rul.y , 

FETHERSTONHAUGH C }/JCDOUCALL. 

per. 'H.CJ£J;£:~) 



FETHERSTONHAUGH & McDOUGALL 

85 OSBORNE ST. 

ARCHITECTS 

MONTREAL 

Dr. Thornton, 
ontreal General Hospi;t 1., 

Do rchester Street West., 
Mont real, P. Q. 

Dear Sir:-

Sept.23rd ~l. 

e have received the followine ten era to 
execute the a~terations and a~~tions to the Dental 
Clinic, in accordance Tit ... the .t:'.l..ans anJ. s,lleci:ficutions 
pre~ared by us:-

W.U.lrving •.••..••.•.....••••.••••••• 
A.F.Byers ••••• ~ •••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Reid Bros ••.•.••••.•••••••••••••.••• 
A.K.Hutchison ••••. _ .•...••...•.•.•••. 
Anglin-Norcross.L •••••••••••••••••• 
John ~aacGrego r Ltd •••••••••••••••.••• 

o;v2v ~b(). ) 

27,0 0.00 
27,4'13.00 
27,7fJv.JV 
27,Sv).vO 
2d,4~u.lJV 

Our estimate on t -Lis \Tork was ~b,lJOJ.OU, 
which ui not incluae the co vresse~ air .l..ines and 
we are of the opinion that ;~J'l, 000. vV is a very fair 
price, but if H •• rrving is vlilling tu do it for 
;2b, 400. )0 , it is just so much to the advantage of 
tbe hu s~i tal. 

We are of the opinion that, with averaee 
weather conditions, it will oe possiole to comp~ete 
tnis wo rk by the fi rst of th.e year, if vre start .iI;,­
meJiately. 

Hu.t>inC this will. oe satisfacto ry , re are, 

your .... truly, 

FETllEKSTONHAUCH oc IJCDOUGALL. 

Wk#102 Per 



FETHERSTONHAVGH 

J. CECIL McDOUGALL. B.Sc .. B.Arch .. A.R.I.B.A.A.M.E.I.C. 
H. L. FETHERSTONHAUGH. B.Arch.,A.R.I.B.A. 
J, ROXBURGH SMITH. 

AND 
M~DOvGALL 

ARCHITECTS : 

85 OSBORNE ST. 
MONTREAL, P.Q. 

Sept. 23~d, 1921. 

Dr. Tho rn ton, 
Montreal General Hospi t cl, 
Dorchester Street East, 
Montreal, P. Q. 

Dear Sir:- Re: Dent al Clinic. 

We have received the folIo .tine t en deI's 
to execute the alterations and n.dclitions to the 
Dental Clinic, in accordance with plans and s::.:>ec­
ifications prepared by us:-

\'1. M. I rv i ne;. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•• :it 25, 450 • 00 
A. F. Byers ............................ 27,(1'")0.00 
Reid Bra s .............................. 27,473.00 
A. K. llutchison ........................ 27,700.00 
An2lin-Norcross IJtc!.......... . . . . . . . . •. 27,900.00 
John MacGregor Ltd ...................... 28,490.00 

Our estimate on thi3 work as f.'26,OOO.OO, 
hich did not include the com"Jressed air lines 

and 'le are 0 r th e opinion tL at ~27, 000.00 is a very 
fair price, but if ". ~~. Irvine; is willin.::; to do 
it for S 25, 45().00, it is just so much to tne advant-
Age of the hospital. 

We are 0 L' the op~n~on that, wi th nvera.e;e 
we.ather condi tions, it dill be possible to complete 
tLis ork by the first of the year, if 7Je start 
imI~ed.i ate~y. 

HopinC thi3 J:i 11 be satisCllctory, we 
are, 

Yours truly, 

FFTHERSTONHA!.JGH 87 ~ACroUGAT.L. 

Wk. #152. per rw~~· 



E. L. a~an, Esq., 
Gen eral an ag er • 
Ritter Dental anutaoturing Company, 
Rochesta • Y. 

Dear S1r:-

December 
Eleventh 

1922. 

This is to aoknowledg wl th thanks 
the receipt of your letter of Deoember 6th and to 
express our gratitude to the Ritter De tal !snu­
facturing Company of Rocheeter, ~.Y't for their 
generosity in supplying the Dental D~partment of 
McGill University with One of you~ X-ray machines. 

The University has pleasur in 
acoepting it ard .ill observe the oonditions attaohed 
as to keeping the maOhine in good operating condition. 

T cordially support your oonto tlon 
that the interests of the manufacturer, dealer and 
de~tal surgeon are identioal from th . standpoint of 
services re~dered to humanity. 

Dr. Thornton. Dean of the D ntal 
Faoulty, is immensely pleased with the gift a~d haa 
informed me ef the cordial relatiOns established 
between your Mr. }JIoDono.ld and our Dental Faoulty. 
He assures me that he is under many obligations to 
r. IcDonsld for help in the paat. 

I~ oonclusion let me say that I shall 
have much pleasur in informing the Bo~rd of Governor 

. of the gift. 
Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



OFFICJ<] OF THE DEAN 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

F AGUl:ry OF DR:-;']'J:-;TRY 

MON'I'REA L, ~'I ' I <j :0 '0 
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Dr. A. • • ...hornto , 
Dean of ~a~ulty of entistry, 
.~cGil1 Un! vera! ty. 

Deer Dr. Thornton:-

6.1' 
",i...tconth 

1921. 

Than you very muoh for sending 
me a copy of your a ress on ~The :ffect of Gco 
Literature". 

I hrve re d it ~lth pleasure and 
.congratulnte you on it contents. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



OFFICE OF T H E DEAN 

if 

:\1 C G ILL U N I V E R SIT Y 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 

MONTREAL, .Fe.br1,J.f'.:ry. ..... 14.t..h.. l~ '-' . e 

Sir .. rthur Jurrie., 

Pr i ne i pe 1 • , 

.. !c~il1 T n:' "'E'rsity. 

Deer 1.' .... , -- , 

I am enol cSin~ u brief let ter l11ioh 

ccme -to me from Dr • •• 3 • . Iebster, DeE.n, Royal 

College of DOYltcl Surgeons, Teronto , ·',ho w&S 

a me:nber e-: "'che C[rnegie FaundE.tien Comr.ittee 

w hi c h "i:3 i t e d eu r se hoc 1 ash or t t i r.1 e ag 0 • 

I ~elt assured you vcu1d be interested 

in this matter. 

I urn, Sir, 

g ery truly 

'ne. 



Dr. A.,. Thcrnt on, 
:,1c :1ill Uni 'vers i ty , 
!i1ontr ebl ue. 

DefT Dr. Thornton;-

c p y 

T oror:t 0, Febru&ry S, 1 £2. 2. 

I hrve \'Jftched the (le'Velop.nent 01 the Dent!;!} DepEtrtr.lent 
of :ac3-il1 \'i th much inter est durir.~ the pust ten years, because it 
is uni1uo in its rehtion to thA ur.ivorsity D.n~ the H.cF9i~E'.1, EJl:l. 
more espp.ci£11~', mey I edd, because ~TOU tlre ruicdng its destinies. 
I h£.t Et first might h£.ve been lockAd 11 on as .nore or less o.f' f'.n 
expnrimen t, l~ s turne d C'J. t to ce £: nost i 1.ea1 C'rren "'e''1ont • 
\[I.mierfully organized Gr..i eroity with (;1 the' needed &'ppElrE.tus 
reluired to toach thn f'cund&ticnal Subjects c; dODtistry, together 
vlith th\,;s 0 elements whic!: help tc d."'\:e10pe :nen, and. a hc~pit£l 
\'.'ith thl.,;"..lSE~n.ds of ,Patients 'l)rin~inr- the st"J.1ent ir~te w ntmcsphere 
of the sic}~ cbnnot but r:l:ve itc effect ui,on the future of (".entistry 
in Ce!ll::.. a. Y<.;u. !'..[ve such ur..p£..rE11eled opportunities of teaching 
ci,.erything port~ ininO' tC' "entis try L:r..d more, th[ t ene ':Jcndert hmv 
you l1E:de the scl('ction of v;h£..t dentists nee~l fro!I1 such abundfillce. 

Y curs sinlJere1y, 

A • '3. ..] est er. 



• 

• 

• 

Dr. A. • Thorntol'l, 

Februa17 
eoond 

192 .... 

Dean, Faoulty of De~tistrYJ 
ew redical Puildl~g. 

~e r Dr. Thornton:-

I tha~k you for your letter 
of J ~u ry 31st. 

I Bh 11 be very glad to read it 
at the ~ext ~overnor'~ meeting. 

Yours faithfully, 

Pri noipe.l • 
• 



OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 

MONTREAL, .. J.. @v.,~r.Y .. 3.l.~.t ..... .l~ .. ~2 JI ........ .... ... .. .. . 

Sir .rthur Cuxrie., 

Principal. , 

Hc 8-il1 'l'r..i'Versi ty • 

Dear ir;-

I was v8!7 gle.d indeed thvt you were 
&ble to spend a short time in the hospi tEll dur-
ins the visit of The Cernegie Foundation" 
com:nittee. 

The ce~~ittee spent the entire morning 
in the hospital clinic, and the afternoon in the 
Ne~ ~edicBl ~uilding. 

In bidding me good-bye, Docter 8-ies said 
to me "Doctor Thornton, I Bm. "!'nry m.uch pleased 
indeed with WflB.t I h&Ye seen of Lental Education 
DS carried on in Uc~all Unive' ... zity. You may tell 
Sir .rthur Currie thet I hB.·ve been deliehted with 
your Hospital Clinic, your quarters in the Medical 
Building, &nd your equip~ent. I have been especially 
plersed with the close associ&ticn betv,'een .nedicine 
and dentistry, in such subjects as Anatomy, Pr~sio~o~, 
Chemistry, Patholog'J, etc. B.nd I will be delio;hted to 
report these ~Il&tters to the Presiient of the Cttrnegie 
Foundutien ". 

All the ~e~b8rs of the committee spoke ef 
the splendid arrangG!!lent of our cl inic in the ~'lontreal 
Gener&l Hospital • .r .. ll gave expressi.on to the fact, that 
in this hcspitEl cenrection, ~e h&d established a con­
dition in Dent61 Education, unique in this er ~ny ether 
countT"!J, bnd [j condition tow&rds Which 0.11 other Dental 
Colleges must aspire. 

Doctor 'iebster find Doctor Frietlell both spoke 
very highly of our conditions. Doctor ·:iebster, speaking 
to !ne privately said - " You h&ve a wealth of C1)portuni ty 
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thE t does not exist in c onrect ion ';li th any other 
school in ~merica • 

,:r..ey noticed. as v;ell our lack 
of slliicient teachers and :1e.llonstrators. dditionnl 
te£chers End. dellonstrators £.t the present time is 
cur crying need, but it is a very difficult matter 
to find. It t eac hers ;-/ho c EiIl t eac 11 " • 

g~in I ish to thank you or the interest 
you have si:1Cv'ln . 

Very truly yours , 

If (Jr-vl / / ~v,j:t~7-L I-rr<-c 

A .. T/D . 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Sir Art hur Ourrie., 
Principal •• 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir:-

MONTREAL, . .MB.r.ah .. 14t.h .. .. l .922. .. ... . ....... 

While I feel assured that you are not at 
all likely to put any misoonstruotion upon the act 
of any member of any faoulty of the University, I 
desire as a matter of oourtesy, if not of absolute 
duty, to let you know that I will be away from rrt3 
offioe for two, three, or fo~ days, in the immed­
iate fu.ture. 

My brother from eel i forn1a has been suffer­
ing for some time with a oaroinoma of the reotum, end 
had a slight operation in the Montreal General Hospital 
a oouple of weeks ago. I am leaving with him tomorrow 
night for New York, where he may have to undergo a 
very serious operation, or he may be treated with 
Radium t for the terrible malady with which he is afflict­
ed. 

I em wri ting yoo. simply to let you know that 
the matter Whic h oalls me away from the work of the 
Fa)ulty at this time, is not at all a trifling one. 

I am, Sir, 

Very truly yours, 

[;()Q;Jt~~ , 

AWT/D. 



5tf 
r ~ 

WOMEN 'S MUSICAL CLUB J ~ £.- . / q :6 ~ 
WINN I PEG 

l 



Oharles .• Tanner, Esq., 
1917 Angus £treet, 
~egi""a, Snake 

M1 dear Tan~er:-

June 12th, 1922. 

I tha~k you tor your letter of 
Ju~. 8th with r.fere~ee to pr. Tho~ton. 

I am very ~lnd to lG~rn that his 
visit 1s appreoia ted and I~m '''lu1 te 8ure that 
he is dOing lOod 'Nork for the cnuse of Dentistr7 
and for MeOill. 

With all good wiahes for a 
}.leaso,'!'lt a"d profi t~ble vacation, I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

})rlnolpal. 











DEAN OF DENTISTRY, 
'(SPEAKS IN REGINAi 
~ Dr. A. W. Thornton Ad:rresses I 

Local Dentists at Banquet in I 
I 
I 

Kitchener Hotel , 
< 

Dl',.-\ W Thornton. dean of de '1-

t\jltr~', McGm t"l'h'C'rsity, nq.drev .. c.J 
the d"nt sta of R, glna h.«t night at n 
ba'lqllC't a' thp htitchener Hot I Dr I 
Thornton ,s on a sPI>C.al tr,p thr(,)ugn t 
the West at his time' meeting the 
dentists and discussing wltlJ. th, m 
modern methods of tpachlr.g den. 
tlstry such a, ('mplr>yed :.t ~I(~;i1', 
,,-h.ch is part oZ the (lip.' of 'h 
;\[Gnt,'eal <1c r (,",;1 ,1l0sPlta:. V,,, 
Thornton IS askil'g fol' • ..1ggestlons 
in the way ot auaitiOlls to th(' den­
tstry curriculum at McGilr. and win 
submit his report to t;le facuItr on 
hi~ return from LOll Angeles. where 
he Is goil'g t) :,'tcld the annual ra-

t tif'nal do t:.... (':>.Ivcntloll ill July 
rOllo\\'ilib VI'. T.lOrn >n' ddre"g 

,,('\'cra:1 cl''n'!. of' 1 ~ C.lY tool pat t 
in it l'ou'1d tab. ~ di. ~u&'i.).l of ccr­
taln phase'> oP his a'ldre'lll.. T>r, 
Thornton a'te"wal'd' r"~ounted .EV. 
eal interesting cac(s he had ID'-! 
in oral \\ork, gi\'ing particular at.' 

I tcntlon to dir 'RJc'l; which ha\'e as 

I their 0l.Us(". ,If)f('~ti\'( t( et'h. I 
01', Thol'ntol Ifft hst evenln a for I 

Sas"a'oOtl. wl (' ( ,0nlght he wl!l 
rilf'Pt the denll'lts of that city. JI..; I 
wH: also 3,' tend t l' pro" Inclal "or. 
'entlor. ot denW'ts which Lukf S pI c') 
latter part of t11is week. 



Th e Macdonald, 
Edmonron, Alra. 

Canadian National Railwa~s 
Horel54 srem . 



A W THORNTON 
~ANAGE~. 

FIRE 
AUTOMOBILE 

PACIFIC COAST BRANCH, 
EXCHANGE BUILDING, 369 PINE STREET, 

SAN FRANCISCO,CAL . 

THIRD CENTURY OF ACTIVE BUSINESS 

JMMENDELL , 
ASSI STAN T MANAGER 

MARINE 
REGISTERED MAIL 

San Franoisoo 3 July 1922 

Sir Arthur W. CUrrie, 
Prinoipal, oGill University, 

~ontreal, Quebec. 

Dear Sir Arthur ~urrie:- I reached this 

oi ty on J:!'riday evening last, after a some hat strenuous trip. 

After leaving Montreal on May 25th, I had the pleasure of delivering 

the Oonvocation Address at the ~oyal College of Dental Surgeons, 

Toronto, the following evening. Leaving Toronto the following Sund y 

night, I visited Winnipeg, where I had a meeting with the leading men 

in dentistry of that city. My next stop was at Regina, where I spent 

two or three days, Visiting the graduates and looking into conditions 

from a dental educational standpOint. After leaving Regina I went 

to Saskatoon, where the Saskatohewan Provinoial Association was holding 

a three d y meeting. This g ve me a splendid opportunity of discussing 

matters with that body. From Saskatoon I visited Edmonton, where there 

is a splendid body of men in praotice, the majority of whom are graduates 

of the Royal College of Dental Surgeons of Toronto. From Edmonton I went 

to Calga.ry, where I had the pleasure of speaking to the "Kiwanis Club" 

at their weekly luncheon, and afterwards meeting the leading men of the 

profession at a banquet given the following night. From Calgary I went 

to Vancouver, visiting with Jessie and Mrs. Thornton for a day or two 

at Banff and Lake Louise. 



-Sir Arthur W. currie - 2 -

In Vancouver we had practically three meetings, one of f 

the lady graduates at a garden party given by a Mrs. Elliott, whose 

daughter is a graduate of our Institution. The male graduates of 

McGi11 had a smoker the same evening, at whioh MoGil1 was fittingly 

toasted and remembered in song and story. At the men graduates' meeting J 

I told them that Mrs. Thornton and Jessie had traveled part of the way 

with yourself and Lady Currie, and that you had been informed of the 

plan to have a smoker for me, and of your remark that "Thornton would 

have a good time at a smoker, inasmuoh as he doesn't smoke," but lacking 

that aooomplishment, I assured them that I oould, if necessity demanded, 

bring my fanoy work or knitting with me. 

Seriously speaking, however, it was a very great pleasure 

indeed to note the enthusiasm and very kindly feelings whioh every 

graduate expressed for yourself as prinoipal and for their old Alma uater. 

The graduates in dentistry from Viotoria wired me to try 

to arrange a meeting for that oity, but the railway strike made it 

imperative that I should reach this city before Saturday, July 1st. 

I will not at this time, attempt to summarize in any 

kind of report, the things with which I came in contact, nor the results 

which I hope will follow this trip. There is just one thing whioh stood 

out distinctly from every other phase of these meetings, and it was this~ 

that our faculty at MoGill, with its full University Assooiation and with 

its position in the Lontreal General Hospital, possessed advantages for 

teaching modern dentistry, which were not paralleled at the present time 

by any other institution attempting to do similar work on this ~ontinent. 

Since leaving Montreal, I have had a letter from Dr. Gies 

of the Carnegie Foundation Fund, and I will, on my return, accede to his 
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request and make a report of oonditions as I found them, and at the 

same time will make a report to yourself and the Board of Governors 

oonoerning oonditions as I found them in the four Western Provinoes. 

I am, Sir, 

Very truly yours, 

~~~ 

T-S 

• 



• :\1cGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

MONTREAL, !.{ey 17.~ .1923 •............ 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal McGill University, 
Montreel, P.Q.., 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I wish to t hank you very Sincerely 

for your presenoe et our Faculty :Meeting yesterday 

morning. The question of the final examination 

in the Faculty of Dentistry, wi th which we dealt/ at 

that meeting has been a source of untold worry and 
I 

suffering not only to rnysel f, but to every student 

who he shad to PllS S t hr ou gh t he ordeal. I take it 

for grflnt ed t hat the same system should be applied 

to the examination in practical work for the students 

of t he third year. The change thus effected cannot 

feil to make for increased efficiency, end very much 

greater comfort in oonnection with the work of this 

Fecul ty. 

Once again thenking you, 

I am, Sir t 

Yours 

Dean, "Faoulty of Dentistry. 

T-C 



· ~ .. 
----

bruary th 1 23. 

r n. 

In ~ f r no 1 t r of D c 
31 , rk f tr 4 11 
for n 1 
to 1 ohs it in 11 htly 1 f r nt 

r ult o b print Ith t bal ce at 
th end f th r art. , 

1 no' in Our han e. 
I ml ht ~efer you to r art 1921-1922 hi h 

ou 1 t rp 
hat in this s p if con ni nt to you 

ours fal hfully. 

I1fr1 Bo y. 



- .- McGILL UNIVERSITY 

OFFICJ'} OF THE DEAN FAGUIfl'Y OF DE~Tli')TRY 

MON'fREAL, 
February 22nd,~924. 

Sir Arthur W.Currie,G.C.H.G. 
Principal, McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir t 
I am enclosi~::; wi th this a copy of a letter Yvhich 

I received from Dr.A.D.Elack, Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry 
Northwestern University. pr.A.D.Elack is a great man himself, 
and he is the son of the greatest dentist, perhaps, the world 
ever produced, G.V .Elack,H.D. ,D.D.S. ,Sc.D. ,L.L.D. 

I have accepted the invitation to be present at 
the dinner, as the American Association of Dental Schools, 
will be in session, at that time, and being Vice-President 
of the Association I expect to be at the Ueeting. 

Can you give me any information concerning Mrs. 
Hontgomery Ward? In a former letter from Dr.A.D.Black, he 
told me that ll1rs J1ontgomery Ward had recently given their 
Schbol three million dollars. As you will easily understand, 
it is desirable to know as much as possible concerning people 
who are able and willing to make such gifts. 

Any information which you can give me will be 
very gratefully received, 

I am, 

Very truly yours, 

Dean, 

P,S. The American Association of Dental Schools includes 
all the Schools in the United States and Canad~. 

~. 



-" 

COP Y. 

Uor&hwestern University, 
Dental School, 

Chicago.Ill. 

February 20th,I924. 

Dr.A •• Thornton,nean, 
!.1cGill Univ.Faculty of Dentistry, 

Jlontreal, Canada. 

Dear Doctor, Thornton, 

e have definitely decided to give a dim1er for 
1I1rs .l:1ontgo~ery Ward on Saturday evening, Harch 8th 7 and 
we wish to put you on the programme for a ten-minute talk. 

Mrs.'l'Tard naturally knows very little about the 
development of dental education or of the men who have 
been the most earnesD laborers in this field. It has 
been suggested, therefore, that we should endeavor at 
this dinner to give her some idea of the men responsible 
for the development of our School, and also a look into 
our possible future. 

While the detail of the programme has not yet been 
wor~ed out, it has been suggested that you speak especially 
of ,Y father's work, his influence in this School, and 
upon dental education in general. I hope that this will 
be agreeable to you, and will talk matters over with you 
more in detail after you arrive in Chicago. If I do not 
hear from you pror.lptly, I m 11 know tha t we may plac e 
your na~e 011 the programme. 

I am, 
Anticipating the pleasure of seeing you soon, 

Very truly yours, 

(signed) ARTHUR D.B1ACl{, 
Dean. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

OFFICB OF THE DEAN F AGULTY OF DRXTlSTRY 

MONTREAL, 

Sir Arthur ~.Currie,G.C.~l.G. 
Principal, 

HcGill Uni versi ty • 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter of Bar-ch ~~6th to hand this m.orning. In 

regard to ezpenses incurred in attendance at Dental :leetings, 

permit me to say, that there are only two meetings each year, 

at which the University shoul(l be officially repl'esenteet. 

One of these is the annual meeting of the American Associ~tion 

of Dental Schools. This Association comprises all the schools 

of the United States anet Canada. It is purely a teachers 

meeting, and "dental educationTl is the matter of paramount 

importance at this annual gathering. The other meeting, is the 

annual meeting of the Canadian Dental Association, ancl as it's 

name indicates, is a gathering open to all ethical dentists, 

in Canada. At this meeting all matters pertaining to dentistry 

are considereet, and practical dental work receives adequate 

attention. By this , I mean, that the best operations in all 

branches of dentistry are conducted by leading men for the 

benefit of those in attendance. In connection with this 

meeting, there is e.lways a large display of denta1_ instruments, 

dental goods and the apparatus used in mechanical operations, and 

in operative procedures. 

For oome years an appropriation of two hundre1. and 

fity dollars (~250.00) has been made for my travelling expenses. 



OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

McGILL U J.'IVERSITY 

F AGUL'l'Y OF DE?-ITIHTRY 

- 2 -

MO:-l"TltEAL, 

As you will knov7 I att;end a number of meetings every 

year in different parts of the Unitel States. The nuober of 

such meetings that I attend, of course, is not large. However, 

my expenses are always very generously met by the organization 

conducting such meetings. 

During the past year I was in Ricr~ond Virginia, having 

been asked to eive the Convocation Address at the graduating 

exercises, in .~edicinot Dentistry and Pharmacy. Im.'!l.ediately 

follo'wing this meeting, I Vlent to new York for the Convocation 

Exercises of the New York ColleGe. In February of the present 

year t I attended the State ~leetinb in J1innesota, where I read 

a paper on"Dental Education'~ I have been asked to go to the 

Sta te HeetiI1f.' in Hassachusetts in June next, a nd to the State 

}1ectins in Indiana, durins the latter part 0 the sa":1e month. 

Hy presence at these meetings, has been to me a source of great 

benefi t, 

The men attending these meetings are usually ~epresentative 

men of the various universities, having a Dental FaCUlty. 

In connection with the expenses to the American Association 

of Dental Schools or the Canadian Dental Association, I always 

furnish the Bursar with an itemized statement of the e~penses 

incurred. 

I have tried on several occasions to get some member o~ 

nw Faculty to attend some of these meetings, fully conscious oi 

the fact, that they would derive a very ereat deal of benefit. 



McGILL U:NIVERSITY 

OFFICI<} OF THE DEAN FACULTY OF DENTI:';TRY 
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However, it 70uld moan to these men a loss of time from private 

practice, GO that the sacri~ice made~n attendin~ the meeting, 

would be very considerable, even thouGh legitimate trave ling 

expenses were paid. 

One gratifYing feature of all these meetings, is that 

full recocnition is always Given to :cGi1l's representative, 

not because of any inherent worthiness, in that representative, 

but because :.l.cGi '.1 's reputation correnands respect in all 

Educational aIfd Professional rlOrk. 

The meeting in l1ussachusetts, and the one also in 

Indiana vdll be held after the close of the academic year, so 

that no time 'will be lost from the ordinary work of the session. 

I aID, 

Very truly yours, 

Dean. 



Dr. A. W. ~hornton. 
Dean. 'aoulty o~ Dentistry, 
MCG11l Unlversity. 

Dear Dr. fhornton:-

Yaroh 26th, 1924. 

I should have aOknowledge4 
betore thIs your letter ot the 18th, but I haTe 
been away ~or a ~e. day. an4 have had a great 
deal to do s1nce my return. 

I agree with Dr. Braoe that 
it would be a good thIng 1~ you attended the 
annual meeting ot the Cana41an Dental Aasoclation 
neltt August. Some time you m1ght lot me know 
what are the arrangements regarding .ltp8a •••• 

le t te 1". 
I am retu~lDg Dr. Braoe'. 

Yours .f' ai t hf' ully. 

Pl"iuoipal. 

• 

• 



McGTLL UNIVERSITY 

OFFICE 'OF 'rHI<: ])EAN FACULTY OF DRXTTl:iTRY 

Sir Arthur i.Currie, 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

MON'J'HJ~AL, Harch I ~t?, I 9~.4: 

Dear Sir, 
I am enclosing to :rou a letter which I recei veLl 

this morning fro~ Dr.~.J.3ruce of Vancouver,B.C •• I think 

Dr.Bruce is absolutely frank, when he says in the second 

paragraph, TTI personally think tha tit Vlould be a Bood. 

thing for your school if you could be present at this 

meeting, as it will be largely a western representation, 

~.~anitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and. British CO"}.umbia, will 

make up most of tho attendance~ 

I have been to the coast several ti~es, so that the 

experience of going there would not be at 0.'_1 a r,ew one, 

I think ,however , in view of our increased number of students 

from the Western Provinces, that it would be a wise thing 

for me to attend the meeting. In connection vnth this I 

was Vlondering if some arrangement could not be made, whereby 

our students would be permitted to practice in the Western 

Provinces, without examination, by the Boards of these several 

provinces. It might be necessary, i~ this were thought 

deSirable, to make provision for a member of these Boards 

to be present at our examination, so that they Vlould be able 

to testify to the character of the work we are doinGe 



McGILL U~IVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DEXTI~TRY 

MONTREAL, . 

From the standpoint of our students now in attendance 

from the ~estern Provinces, I think we have everything 

to gain by keeping in as close a touch as possible with 

the source of supply from these ProYinces. 

I thouGht I would like to submit this ~atter to you 

before writing to Dr.Bruce. In the meantime I can do 

some thinking concerninG the nature of a paper suitable 

for the meeting of the Canadian Dental Association in 

August next. 

I am t 

Very truly yours, 

j.{~;::fi~ 
Dean. 



Dr. A. W. Thornton, 
Dean, Faculty of Dentistry, 
KcGill University. 

~y dear Dr. Thornton:-

June 2nd, 1924. 

Let me acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of the 27th of »ay and to express 
the wlsh that you en~oy your visit to Kassachusetts. 

I am indeed very sorry-to learn 
what yo~ tell me about ~r8. Thornton. I know how it 
worries you and trust it will be but a short time 
before ahe reCOTers her former good health. 

Please remember me kindly to 
her. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal • 

• 



MaO-ILL UNIVERSITY 
Ol<'FH'E OF THE DEA~ FACULTY OF DF.XTIt;TRY 

MONTHF..\L, May 27th,I924 • . 

Sir Arthur Currie,G.C.~.G. 
Principal, 

McGill Cniversity. 

Dear Sir, 

I am leaving the City on Sunday morning for 

Swampscott, Massachusetts. I am reading a paper on D~nta~ 

Education to the Massachusetts State Society. 

I think that I mentioned to you, sometime ago, that 

Mrs .Thornton Was far from being well •. hen I tell you that 

she has lost twenty-five pounds in weight, in the last two 

months, you will recognize that there is something radically 

wrong. This is a very serious 103s, for a person weighing oru-

inarily about one hundred and twenty-five pound~. Dr.Gordon 

was in to see her and said he could find'no organic trouble 

of any kind! He advised her to be out as much as posoible 

and to avoid over-work, or over-anxiety, in other words, to 

take life easy for sometime. 

s perhaps you will have noticed, she is inclined 

to be a li ttle reticent v:i th strangers, so that she cannot go 

alone, and have a very great deal of enjoyment. 

I am writing you concernin~ this matter, in order 

that you rnay know the cause of my being away occaSionally, 

betv!een thi s and the opening of the Sessi on in S<::ptember. 

I have promised to take some Part in the Meeting 

of the Canadian Association in August. This leeting will be 

attended by most of the Dentists in the \fest, and you will 
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MON'l'RE:\ L, 

remeInber that you expressed an opinion sometime ago, that you 

thought it would be well, in the interests of our Faculty, 

to attend that Meeting. 

I trust that during the holiday season you and 

Lady ~urrie, may be able to have 9. very enjoyable time. 

I am, 

Very truly yours, 

Dean. 



MrGJLL UNIVERSITY 
OF)·f( ' E OF THE ])EAX FACULTY OF DEXTISTHY 

MOX'L'REAL, Septe~ber 25th,I9::4 . 

Sir }rthur Currie, G.C •. l.G. 
Principal ,1.1 cGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir, 

A t a meeting of the Facul ty of Dentistry held so metime 

ago, you were good enough to say that you would like to attend 

our Faculty Heetings t at leas t occasionally. There are a 

number of very impDrtant questions to be dealt with in the 

near present, some of these following our recent examinations. 

Would you be kind enough to let us know when it would 

be possible for you to attend al.ieeting of our Faculty? We 

usually qleet in the eveninss at eight 0' clock, in the ... ;ledical 

Building, but we will arrange for any time which may be conven­

ient to you. We would like to have this MeetinB at as early a 

date as possible. 

Thanking you in advance, I ~, 

Very truly 

Dean. 
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Sir Ar thur W. Currie, G. C .1A.G. 
Principal t 

McGill Uni versi ty 

Dear Sir, 

October 3Is~,I92~ .• 

At the meeting of the Facult.Y of Dentistry a few days 

ago, you asked the members of the Facul ty if they had ever read 

any papez;, or took part in alW"Educational work, or appeared in 

any Society to discuss questions of interest in connection with 

Dentistry or to discuss Dental Eduoation wi th any body of men. 

I am enolosing with this a copy of the paper which I 

read a t the neeting of the Den tal Association in Minnesota last 

February. I have discussed this problem in l~assachusetts, in 

Vanoouver, in Boston, in Chicago and at the National Association 

of Dental Schools. Owing to the kindness and generousity of 

l;1cGill Universi ty I have been permi tted also to see the work 

being done in almost every State of the Union, and in most of 

the Provinces in Canada.You were absolutely correct when you 

said to our teachers that the standard of the School would be 

determined largely by the intelligent relationship of t he various 

teachers to the work of our own Faculty. I trust tha t your 

suggestion may bear much fruit. 

Within the next week or two, I am sending you some 

matter which will in very abbreviated form give you an insight of 

the development of the educational work in Dentistry during the 

last ten years. 

yours,A;u r:;;'~V 
I am, 

Very truly 

DEAl. 



DENTAL EDUCATIon. 

The word "Eduoate" Ileant primarly "to bring up a 

ohild". The noun "Eduoation" means, the aot or process of 

eduoating. Another defini tion might be given, viz:- "The 

result of educating in knowledge, skill or discipline of 
• 

oharacter acquired". A further definition might be given in 

these words. The act or prooess of "training, by a presoribed 

oourse of study or disoipline"; and in this sense we use the 

phrase "educated for the bar", educated for the pulpi t'!, 

"eduoated for medicine". 

If you will think of your etymology, you will see at 

once that education means strictly to "draw or lead forth or 

out" • 

It is not so much the communication of knowledge as 

the discipline of the intellect, the establishment of the 

principles, and the regulation, of the heart. 

It is well, perhaps, to keep EOme of these definitions 

in mind, lest the common conception of education, viz:- ltan ac"" 

oummulation of facts more or less isolated", may drive the true 

idea of education out of our minds. 
~ 

Some years ago a dental student in Bri tish Columbia 

asked the court of that Province to issue a mandamus, to compel 

the Dental Board of the Province to grant him a licence to 

practice Dentistry. Certain well-known Canadian dentists gave 

evidence in the case. The student failed in his effort to get 

the court to issue any suoh order. It transpired afterwards 
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that the student knew prac tically nothing about Dentistry, and 

had prepared himself for his written examination almost solely 

from a quiz oompendium. This man possessed practically no 

education, in the true sense of the word. He had simply learned 

to use certain words in answer to certain questions. In several 

instances he did not know the meaning of the words he has used 

in his answers. 

The provinoial legislature of the Provinoe of Ontario, 

by speoial aot, oompelled tht licensing body of that Provinoe to 

grant a lioense, to a man, after two sessions in oollege. The 

applioant had spent same years in a very ordinary private dental 

office, but he oould hardly read, or write his own name. In 

this oase the members of the legislature failed to realize that 

in the true sense of the word, the man had practioally no 

eduoa tion. He ha4. learned to do, w1 th his hands and fingers, 

oertain meohanioal aots. There was no mental discipline, nothing 

whatever whioh oould hsve helped the man to apprehend or appreciate 

moral issue. These instanoes are given, simply to illustrate 

the idea, whioh even Borne legislature, otherwise fairly 

intellig,ent men, have in regard to dental education. 

NotWithstanding, however, anyth.ing or everything which 

people, outside the profession, may say or think, there is no 

gainsa;ying the fa.c t, ths t every man in teres ted in any way in 

Dental Education, realizes that we ar~ at the present time, face 

to faoe with a very serious problem,and one difficmlt of solution. 

We are bout in the position of the young people, who after marriage 
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settle down in a comfortable little home, and for a time enjoy 

their newly found comfort, and then wake up, some find morning, 

to the fact that the family has grown larger but that the house 

has failed to develop, to accommodate the growing family. 

Some change or growth, or addition, beoomes an absolute necessity. 

So it is in oonnection with Dental Education. Some 

change or growth, or addition, in the time spent, and in the 

subjects oovered. in preparation for a degree, and lioense to 

practise, becomes an absolute necessity. 

The feet of the matter is, that in the Dental faculties 

of the Universities of the United States and Canada, the curricu~m 

have been added to, and enlarged to suoh an extent, that in a 

good many of the subjects, which our students are compelled to 

take, an old phrase would appear to be exceedingly applicable, 

viz: they are "Jacks of all tr des and masters of none". 

I trust you will not misunderstand me. I am not blind 

to the fact that our recent graduates know a great many things, 

in part, and sane things fairly well. Their foundation covers 

a large are but the imposed superstructure, is in many respeots 

laoking both in extent and in architectural beauty. Tl1.e history 

of Dentistry during the past twenty-five years has made any other 

result imppssible. 

Permit me by w~ of illustration to draw your attention 

to an idea of very recent oocurrence. In the ecember issue of 

nThe Dental Cosmos" there is an original communication enti tIed 

nThe all poroelain jacket orown, by the indirect method". The 
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desoription of the teohnio of this form of restoration requires 

thirteen pages of the Journal. and at least thirty-five 

illustrative outs, to oonvey the teohnician's idea to his oon-

freres. e all know that where indicated this form of 

restoration is very beautiful. 

In the same issue of the Cosmos there is another original 

article by Dr.Henry Wasserman of New York, entitled, nPinledge 

bridge attaohment, for an terior teeth". I t requires seven pages 

of the Journal and thirty-seven splendid illustrative cuts to 

desoribe the teohnio involved in making this one form of abutment. 

Let me say in passing that I have seen Dr.Wasserman's olinio. 

and. it is one of the most beau tiful I have ever s.een. 

My object in drawing attention to these two cases is 

to direot your minds in passing, to the time neoessary to beoome 

proficient in these operations, when you multiply them by the 

hundred. 

Have I said enough in these few opening sentences to 

suggest one important phase of this all important question, viz:­

the immensi ty of the problem wi th whioh we are dealing. Will you 

permit me to suggest some of the angles from which this question 

must be viewed and studied. 

First: There is the question of the need of Dental 

Servioe by almost the entire population of every civilized oountry. 

Now is it humanly possible to provide for, and render the Dental 

SErvioe, needed by praotically every man, woman and child, oon 

sti tu ting the great body commonly known and spoken of as "the 

people". 
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A great army of Dentists is neoessary to give this 

service. Is it possible, greatly to increase the number of 

students in our Dental Colleges and Dental Faculties of our 

Universities? Our students now are leaving our Dental Schools 

burdened with debt, and very few after graduation make anything 

more than a comfortable living. What will be the result, if the 

standard of Matriculation is materially raised, and the time of 

oollege training materially lengthened? 

I believe that many of our best prospeotive students 

will seek some other avocation and Dentistry in this oountry will 

pass into the hands of men whose commercial instinots are developed 

at the expense of every moral att~ibute. At a recent meeting of 

medical men, the oommercializing of the medical profession was 

very freely discussed. This commercializing process was being 

brought about by "splitting fees" or a percentage of "rake off" 

for patients referred by one physiCian to another. 

I was invited a short time ago to go to large cit.Y to 

diSCUSS, before the local society, the ~estion of Professional 

Ethios. In the letter inviting me to go to the meeting, mention 

was made of the fao+, that groups of Dental Specialists were to be 

found in oertain buildings. and patients were referred from one to 

the other, not altogether for the good of the patient, but rather 

for the finanoial advantage of the so-oalled SpeCialists. I am 

persuaded that the excessive cost of professional eduoation oompels 

many a young graduate to do some things in practioe, at Which his 

very soul revOlts. 

A tten tion has been drawn times Wi thou t number to the 
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marvelous development of Dentistry during the last fifteen or 

twenty years. Subject after subject has been added to the 

curriculum. until to-day in ma:qv Universi ties (Dental faculties) 

the Dental students are the hardest worked of all students attend 

ing the University. The result is that our students are to a 

very oonsiderable extent, unable to benefi t as largely 8S other 

students. from the cultural advantages of University life. As I 

see the truth, this is a condition very muoh to be deplored. 

If a lawyer after graduation oan talk only of cases and oourts, 

or a physioian only of sickness and surgery, or a dentist only 

of oralology or differential diagnosis--well, to say the least, 

our universities have not a greal deal of reason to be proud of 

their ou tpu t. Above everything &lse let us try to send out 

oultured men, and i~ we do thiB there will be no lack of the 

"reoognition" of whioh we now hear so frequently. 

But in this age of wonderful 'scientific advancement, 

Uni versi ty men t from all facul ti es, must be more than oul tured 

gentlemen, able to discuss intelligently the questions of the day, 

or feel at ease in a drawing room. Service, maximum efficienoy, 

is expeoted and demanded of all liberally eduoated men and women. 

Soientifio advanoement, and meohanical ingenuity, make possible 

to-day in medioine aId dentistry a standard of service, undreamed 

of twenty years ago. Our ability to serve, must be oommensurate 

Wi th the neoessi ties of suffering humani ty • 

But I need not remind you that dentistry and medioine 

have grown so large that no one person may hope \0 beoome 

proficient in all branches of either profession. Neoessity has 
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forced upon us the division of professional life, into various 

so-called specialties. We hear the use of the word "specialist" 

so freqaently that perhaps it would be well to define the word 

so that we m~ hmre a common understanding of what we mean by a 
who 

"specialist". A "specialist" is "one/devotes himself to a 

special or particular branch of a profession, art. or science; 

one who has studied and acquired a special knowledge of, or skill 

in, some partioular subject". 

You will see then that when we use the word "special ty" 

we have in our minds a dual thought; first, a common course of 

instruction, taken by all students of a certain class, and second. 

a spedial course of instruction or study taken by a person who is 

anxious to give special study to, and acquire special knowledge 

of, some particular branch of a subjeot • 
• 

The special study should, of course, follow the common 

or ordinary course. obligatory upon all students of the particular 

fa.cul ty. 

There is another question Which becomes apparent as we 

think of this question of professional training - the question of 

the time spent in preparation. The general practitioner spends 

the time neoessary to obtain ordinary knowledge and skill, the 

specialist spends the same time as the general practitioner plus 

the time necessary to obtain special knowledge and Skill. In 

ordinary life a man is paid for the time spen t in rendering any 

service. the skill displ~ed and the result obtained. The same 

is true in professional life. Because that this is universally 

recognized the specialist does, and should, receive higher 
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remuneration for service rendered, than the general practitioner. 

We hear, very, very frequently at the present time, 

the expression ltdentistry is a special ty of medicine". Of 

course the statement is not true. If dentistry be a specialty 

of medicine, then all dentists are medical specialists. But a 

specialist in any branch of medicine must be a graduate in 

medicine. This of necessit.y shuts out the dentist as a medical 

specialist. What is true is thiS, that there are a good many 

things common to both medicine and dentistry. Both are concerned 

with diseased conditions of the human body and the treat ment of 

such diseased conditions. 

A phySician might be engaged in a case of obstetrics 

one hour, and extracting teeth the next hour, and would be within 

his legal rights in both cases. A dentist might be extracting 

teeth one hour, and inserting a denture the next hour and of 

course would be within his legal rights. 

The common subject was surgery, in the extraction of 

the teeth. But the phySician could not legally insert a denture 

nor could the dentist legally attend to the case of obstetrics. 

There are legal limitatioDs to both professions, but as medicine 

is very much the older of the two professions there are very few . , 
limitations placed upon the nature or extent of the service a 

phySician m~ choose to attempt to render, 

On the other hand, dentistry is a comparatively young 

profession, and Dental Jurisprudence is fairly well established, 

and restriots the ,dentist to well defined areas and operations. 

Can the practice of Dentistry be materially enlarged without 
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encroaching upon the rights and privileges, for ages looked 

upon as belonging solely to the medical profession. 

This difficul~ has been recognized by many men engaged 

in Dental Education, and many suggestions have been made, as to 

the best manner of dealing with the situation. One solution of 

the question suggested by a good many persons, is that all 

dentists should be graduates in medicine also. If those who 

advocate this mean that a student, in order to prepare himself 

to practise dentistry, must cover the work now covered by stu~ents 

in medicine, there is just one answer to be made, and it is this, 

nIt can't be done", To attempt it would be a criminal waste of 

money and man's allotted span of life. If, on the other hand, 

some eclectic system could be devised, whereby certain subjects 

might be selected and credit given for these, in lieu of some 

other subjects --~ well, perhaps some course might be patched uP. 

bu t the phySician graduating after such a course would be a very 

much pOOr:6T physician, and the den tis t would. be an infini tely 

poorer dentist. I am, of course, using the words "dentist" and 

"physician" in the present day ordinary meaning of these words. 

Another suggestion frequently made, is that less time 

be given to the mechanical side of dentistry, tha t is pros the tic 

dentistry (in its most comprehensive sense), and that the time so 

saved be given to some of the so-called medical subjects. We 

must recognize, however, that the great majoritw of our dental 

graduates are going to be what is generally spoken of as general 

pra.cti tioners;· and do reparative or restorative work. Will 

anyone say tha t for such men too much time is being given to the 
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work, at which they will spend all their lives? 

On the other hand, if a man is going to do oral ~rgery 

in the highest and best sense of these words, then i~ would seem 

that a great portion of the time now spent in acquiring a know­

ledge of operative and prosthetic procedures would be better spent 

in anatomy, histology, pathology and surgical technic. When 

Riggs drew attention to the pathological conditions afterwards 

known by his name as "Biggs Disease", when Brophy and Garretson, 

and Gilmer, showea what Oral Surgery, in the highest and best 

meaning of these words, really meant, when Hunter in Montreal 

drew attention to Oral Sepsis and its relation to systemiC 

conditions, when Mayo threw his challenge to the entire dental 

profession, latent energies were awakened, forces were set in 

motion, ambitions were stimulated, college courses were changed 

or modified, and to-day we are trying to gather in the harvest 

from seeds sown by this great men, these world benefactors. 

When Black laid the world under tribute by his incom~ 

parable contributions to the world at large, but more particularly 

to Dental Education in this Western Hemisphere, forces were set 

in motion, which to-d~ we are trying to direct into cliannels 

which will bring credit to every man in the Dental Profession and 

untold blessing to many of the world's sufferers. 

The profession of Dentistry owes a debt of gratitude 

which can never be repaid. to the men Who did the pioneer work 

and made possible the process of evolution which has produced the 

institution now comprised by the single word "dentistry". In 
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In this evolution the estern Hemisphere has pl~ed no small 

part. But one unfortunate oondition has been handed down from 

generation to generation. The separation of Dentistr.y from 

Medicine (perhaps unavoidable) and the establishment of separate 

educational insti tu. tions has wrought untold mischief to both 

professions. But perhaps the greatest mishap, was , the lack of 

general hospital training for students about to practice 

dentistry. Because of this lack, dental students and medical 

students, dental graduates and medical graduates failed to 

recognize the many things which the,r possessed in common. 

Those of us in Dental Education work hg e a great task 

to perform, a great and difficult problem to solve. To the 

greatest extent possible every subject, taught in an institu.tion 

of learning, should be taught by, and in, the department best 

equipped for such teaching. Anatomy should be taught to medical 

and dental students in the same department and by the same 

instructors. The same is true of such subjects as embryology, 

histology, pathology, metallurgy, physics, chemistry, everything 

common to both callings. When it comes to the practical applica­

tion to their training, this too should be dQ.ne in the same 

hospital or hospitals, In no other w~ is it possible tor the 

graduates of one profeSSion to become acquainted with, and to 

appreCiate and respeot the training and work of the other. This 

does not, of course, imply that students in Medicine and students 

in Dentistry should always do the same ork in subjects common 

to both courses. Regional differences of course demand that greater 

Or less emphasis be laid on certain parts of a subject. A stndent 
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in Dantistr.J, should of course have a working knowledge of the 

anatomy of the whole body, but he should have a particular 

knowledge of the anatomy of the head and face and neck t a knowledge 

vary much greater in detail than the student who is going to 

practice general medicine. 

The practical work of both medical and dental students 

should be done in the same hospital. In no other way is it 

possible to establish in the mind of each class, a knowledge of 

and respect for the work of the other. In no other way is it 

possible for the student of either class to see the inter~ 

relationship of pathological oonditions or the necessity of col­

laboration in the treatment of many of these conditions. 

Not the possession of a certain University degree, but 

the extent of knowledge, and skill in the application of that 

knowledge, will determine the extent of a man's usefulness and 

appreciation by his fellow men. 

Tne qnestion as to whether dentists should be graduates 

in medicine raises some very interesting possibilities for dis­

cussion. It is undeniable that dentistry is one branch of the 

healing art, but Whether or not it shoudl be classed as a medical 

specialty such as ophthalmology or gynaecology, I am not prepared 

to say. Many arguments might be adduced for both sides of the 

case. 

~ery day dentistr,y assumes more and more of a medical 

and scientifio character. I take it for granted that the highest 

possible standard of eduoation is none too good for the members of 

the dental profession, and it seems to me to-day that the average 

dentist is seriously laoking in matters whioh should be of oommon 
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knowledge to everyone ho attempts to treat the siCk. 

Certainly the average man, why has not enjoyed the 

benefi t of a hospi tal ·training is not prepared to recognize, 

diagnose, and treat the manifold diseases that present oral 

manifestations. It is not desirable that he should treat some 

of them, but certainly there is no gainsaying the fact that he 

should be able to recognize them. 

I therefore, hold it true, that we, as dentists, have 

not the knowledge of the body in general in both physiological 

and pathological condi tions that we should have. An increase in 

our knowledge of histology, anatomy, physiology, pathology, 

rhinology, laryngology, ophthalmology and otology the last four 

par tiaularly and the subjects are most desirable. 

No this is to be brought about, I am free to confess 

I do not know. Our course in Dentistry is already five years, 

and provides none too much time to acquire the mental and teohnical 

eqnipment which is now regarded as essential. It imposes an 

almost intolerable burden upon the parents of our studen ts, or 

upon the very few students who still find it possible to finance 

their own college course. To lengthen it by the years necessary 

to complete a course in medicine seems impossible. 

The natu.re of the change to be brought about is a 

problem, but I see some light in a plan which was proposed some 

years ago as a means of lessening the time to be spent in post­

graduate work in hospitals by medical graduates. 

Briefly outlined, it is as follows:- To make the first 

three years common to all students (this to be extended to include 
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dental students as ell) ani during these three years to teach 

the fundamentals, viz: anatomy, chemistrY, histology, bacteriology, 
\, 

pathology, and the other allied subjects. Then at the end of the 

third year, the student elects his specialty, hether internal 

medicine, surgery, obstetrics, orthopedics, pediatrics, urology, 

dentistry or whatever he wishes, and the balance of his college 

oourse is spent in the study of his particular specialty, and the 
, 

subjects neoessary to a knowledge of that speoialty. This would 

probably require abou t three years t making six years in all: hut 

at the end of these six years a man should be adequately prepared 

to practise one branoh of the healing art. 
" The proposition further took in the degree to be granted 

and suggested either Dootor, or Bachelor, of Medical Science 

(Surg.) or Bachelor of Medical Science (Stomatology) and so on. 

I realize that this plan has its disadvantages, but it would, I 

believe, train a man adequately in six years at the outside, and 

would permit the concentration of the student's energies on his 

future life-work. 

It is, perhaps, unnecessary to point out that dental 

students spend four years in oollege- studying part of the first 

three inches of the alimentary canal, and is legally qualified 

to practise dentistry.. The medical student spends six years 

in the study of the entire body and is legally qualified to treat 

all the ills to which one human flesh is heir. But, and the point 

is important, nipe hundred and ninety-nine out of every thousand 

dental students go straight from the benediotion of the college 

president to an office whioh he has already equipped. 
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The overwhelming majority of medical students upon 

graduation seek admittance to some hospital or other
9 

where they 

may supplement with a year or sots work the knowle~ge gained in 

the halls of his college. Many of the men spend several years 

in this post-gradaute work before gOing into private practioe. 

Who will say thought that he is not better prepared to take care 

of the health of his patients than the dentist fresh from his 

Alms Mater. 

At the present time I believe our dental course should 

be curtailed in some regards. Metallurgyt for example t is a 

perfect~ useless subject. Fift.1 years ago it Was essential. 

TO-day all the metallurgy necessaI1l oan be t and is, taugh t by 

the professor of prosthe tic dentistry. The same applies to 

chemistr.y (organic). Fifty years ago it was necessary to know 

the methods of preparation and purification of nitrous oxide. 

To-day large manufacturing companies make our gas for us better 

than we ever did. Let us prune the course of unnecessary 

subjects and devote the time gained to essentials. 
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OFFJ('E OF THE ])JUX 

McUILL U1TIVERSITY 

F A ('{J),'l'Y OF DEXThl'RY 

Colonel Bovey, 
Principal's Office, 

~cGill University. 

Dear Col. Rovey, 

M November I7th. ,I924. L ()~'I'RE.\ L, . 

Your cOITlrllunica tton of November I3th reached 

me this morning. At the tLme of the trouble over the 

purchase of an Ionization ~achine, the Principal gave 

verbal instructions to the Purchasing Department, that no 

requisitions for equipment or material from the Dental Faculty 

should be honoured, unless such requisitions were signed 

by the Head of the Depart~ent. I thought it would be well 

to send such instructions to the members of our own Faculty 

to avoid such trouble as had already arisen. 

The Wax Eliminator, which was ordered in January 

last, for the Department was delivered a short time after 

being ordered, but has never been in the Department since its 

removal the day after it was rGceived. 

My idea in sending out the circular which I 

suggested was si~ply to avoid future trouble. I shall, however, 

be guided by the spiri t of the letter which I received from. you 

this morning. 

I am, 

Very truly 

Dean. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN F ACl LTY OF DE:"TTISTRY 

MO~ 'l'REAL ) .. Maroh .. I;3.:th..I925. 

Sir rthur Currie, G.C.M.G. 
Principa.l, 

l.{cGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir. 

I am enclosing an article by Dr. Guy S. M:illberry t 

Dean of the Dental Faculty. University of California. This 

article will give you some idea of the disturbed conditions of 

Dental Education in America at the present time. I am going 

to a meeting of the American Association of Dental Schools. to 

be held in Chicago l.iarch 19th, 20th and 21st. 

While no changes made by this body will have any 

power or authority to change our curriculum or methods of teaching 

in any way, yet at the same time. they will exert an irJluence 

Which must ,in the very near future/ modify a.nd change Dental 
• 

Education in all the world. 

I am sending this little booklet to you, knovnng the 

deep interest you take in the work of the Dental Faculty, 

because of its relation to th work of the entire Universitw, 

1 am. 

Very truly yours. 
/> U 

$~~~ 
Dean. 



Dr. A. ~. Thornton. 
Doan 9 Faculty of Dentistry, 
McGill UnIversity. 

Uy ~ear Dean Thornton:-

Uaroh 24th. 1925. 

Your letter of llarch 23r4 
to ~r. Glassco with reteronce to travelling 
exponses to ChIcaeo has been handed to me for 
approval. 

When I IntI~ted to you 
that I thought you should go I was unaware that 
~our apprOpriation for travelling expenses had 
been expended. However, the Bursar informs me 
that In your ~i8cellaneou8 Account there are still 
sufficient funds to pay thi8 $108.07. I have 
authorized him to d~ 80 and to charge it to your 
mIscellaneous appropriatIoa. Th1s ma7 inoonvenienoe 
you unt1l next year's appropriatIons are made. but . 
no~ t90 seriously. I hope. 

Your. faIthfully. 

Principal. 



McGILL U :NIVERSITY 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN F AC1TLTY OF DENTISTRY 

MO:\TTRl<;A L, ...... J!1~.Gh .... 2 8th.I $25 ...... . 

Sir Ar thur V1. Curri e, G. C .M • G • 
Principal, 

McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Your letter of March 24th to hand this morning. 

PArmit me to say that the Appropriation for Travelling Expenses was 

overdrawn because of the fact, that Dr. Walsh and I attended a very 

large meeting of the Illinois State Dental Society, a couple of months 

ago. I thought it was a wise thing to take Dr. Walsh to this 

meeting as he had never had an opportuni ty of attending such 

meeting before. 

You will perhaps be interested to know, that two years 

ago, the American Association of Dental Schools elected me as their 

Vice-President. Last year I was made President Elect, and this 

year at the recent meeting in Chicago, I was elected Fres1dent. The 

American Association of Dental Schools is perhaps the most important 

body in any way connected with Dental Education. 

Without any attempt at mock modesty permit me very 

frankly to say that my appointment to the Presidency. was due more 

largely to my association wi th McGill Universi ty, than to any inherent 

or personal merit or ability. It has alw~s been a very great 

pleasure to me to realize the posi tion which McGill Universi ty ocoupies 

wherever Eduoational matters are discussed. 

Thanking you for past interest in these matters. 

I am, 



OI<':FICE OF THE DEA~ 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

F ACrLTY OF DEXTISTRY 

MOX'l'HEAL,.. APr..i 1 . ~2nd ,19..25. 

Sir rthur Curri., G.C •.. I .G. 
Princip 1 t 

McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir:-

I cannot refrain fron offering to you my very 

hearty thanks for the splendid work/which with your help, 

we were able to accomplish at the Faculty :~eeting held 

last evening. 

The condition under which we were working, was one 

very hard to defend, but under our new conditions, we will 

set the highest standard of matriculation,of which i have any 

knowledge. 

On behalf of our entire Faculty, I wish to thank you, 

for .the splendid manner t in which you deal t wi th this 

intricate problem. 

I am, 

Very truly yours, 

~~~~ 
AWT/EA Dean. 



OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACU LTY OF D ENTISTRY 

MONTREAL, ...... ~.~pr\lary .. I6t~. , . I926. 

Sir Ar thur Curri e ~ 
Principal, 

McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir:-

I am enclosing a copy of the ar ticle which I 

mentioned to you this morning. I think you will find this 

very readable. 

As I told you, an effort is being made by the 

MontrAsl Dental Society, to bring Prof. Sutton here, for a 

public meeting. Of one thing, there can be no doubt, this 

man is doing a world of good in the public schools of the 

State in which he lives. 

I am, 

Very xruly yours, 

AWT/EA Dean. 



McGILL 1I XIVERSITY 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN F A<TLTY OF DENTISTRY 

MONTREAL, ...... March .?.9th, I926. 

Sir Arthur Curris, 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

In connection with the COLvention of the 

American Association of Dental Schools, held in Chi.cae;o last 

week, there was one outctandine feature, concerning which, 

I am sure you will be ~lad to know. 

Professor TVhi tnal'., Head of the Depar tment of 

Anatomy, gave an address, his subject being, "The teaching of 

( 

natomy to Dental Studflnts". Professor hitnall was sp .endi1ly 

received, and the general expression of those best ~ualified to 

know was, thst it was perhaps the best paper on the subject ever 

given to this representative body. 

I felt 8TIrC you would be glad to know that this 

important sUb.iect was splendidly handled, and that :lcGill did 

not in any way, fall down on this very important matter so 

closely allied to both Medicine and Dentistry. 

J am, Sir, 

Very truly yours, 

A 'IJ: /P..A , Dean. 



.. 

~o.roh 30th., 1926. 

Dear Doan ~hornton: 

Tharu( you for your letter 
of yestorday re the Chicaeo Con antion. 

I have had a chat ith 
"'hi tnall s in~e his return and from him learne 
something a to his receptiono 

"i th all eood 11shes. 1 al!l, . 

Yours fc1thfully 

Dr. • • Thornton. ' 
D nn, Faculty of Dentiatry, 

cGill Univorsity. 

pr1nc1pal. 

, 



, . 

Dr. A. • Thornton. 
Dean, Fao~lty of Dentistry, 
.oGill Unl"orsity. 

1y ~on~ D an ?hornton:-

aroh 22nd~ 1926 

~hank you very much for 
7 ur lattor r Saturd=y anelo in~ 'opy of address 
,hioh you're 6ivinr, in CbiCaCO. ! shall look 
~o~,ard to r~.ding it ith m ch pleasure. 

I ~ c~trernely svrry th t 
I flnd ~t imp~~S1ble to atten. the Dental BanQuet 
tonIght and am aS~ing Colonel ovey to represont 
~C. l looL back o. !orme. ·ental banouets Ith 
muc~ ple~sure an hope that th on this evening 
:111 surpe sI1 others. 

1 a~9 my deer De n, 

Yours f ithfllly. 

Prinaip 1. 



SUITE 804 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 

746 SHERBROOKE STREET WEST 

MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Prinoipal, 
MoGill University. 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

September 27th,1926. 

This note is in reference to Dean Thornton of the 
Dental Faoulty. 

I saw him some days ago and his condition is not at all 
a satisfactory one. He is suffering from what in ordinary 
terms would be called a Nervous breakdown. He is depressed, 
apathetio and shows definite signs of some loss of memory. 

He has had a good deal of worry of personal nature 
and I think this is largely responsible for his oondition. 

There ia no evidenoe of aotual organic disease, but at 
the present he is certainly not in any oondition to under­
take his regular work and responsibilities, nor do I think 
he will be able for a matter of perhaps several months. 

I should be very glad to oommunioate with you further 
if th~re is any amplifioation of this note required. 

Yours sinoerely, 

AHG/T. 



• 

Dr. G. S. Cameron. 
14 Phillips Square. 
!ontreal. 

Dear Dr. Csmeron:_ 

September ~4th. 1926. 

I am returnincr here lth Dr. 
Jencks letter gith r terence to the Dental Book 
Club. 

I have spoken to Dr. .orner 
and he will gladly nttond the rneetlne thnt you 
intend calling • 

Yours falthfllly • 

. rinc ipal. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 

McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

MONTREAL, ...... 0 O.to ber ... 6 .. th~ . 1 . .926 . .... .. 

Before leaving the City for a little holiday, 

I wish to thank you for the interest manifested in my welfare. 

Your great kindness to me, since our first meeting, has been 

a source of untold. pleasure, and 1 am truly grateful. 

1 am trucing your advise and will leave the 

City tomorrow, to spend a couple of ~eeks in the Green 

1J1 oun tai n s of V ermon t • 

1 "i 11 not be away more than two weeks, 

and 1 trust that on my return,I will be able to make some 

contribution, not altogether unworthy,to the great work which 

Old McGill, is givin8' to the people, fortunate enou8'h to COr.le 

within range of her influence. 

Once a8'ain thanking you most heartily, 

1 am, 

Very truly yours, 

A~T/EA Dean. 



... 

" 

I: , 

Dr. A. H. Gordon. 
746 Sherbrooke St. 'est, 
'ontreal. 

7 dear Dr. Gordon:-

September 28th, 1926. 

Thank you for your letter 
or y sterd Y with referenoe to Dean ~hornton. 

For some months past I have 
observed that the Dean's health was faillng faat. 
This affliotlon of 1088 of esorr ha. been 
apparent for some tIme. I nm clad to know that 
there Is nethlng oreanIoal17 wrong and only 
yesterday I told him that he wa~ to go a~a7 for 
some months' holIday. I am aeeing him agaIn on 
.Thursday mornIng. 



SUITE 604 MEDICAL ARTS BUILDING 

746 SHERBROOKE STREET WEST 

MONTREAL 

T ve ber ... 8th t ~ 6 . 

Sir • tl: t.. r " • v r r : e t 

Pr1nc~ 1 , 
""::!'i 1 T .'v r ..... :ty . 
I~..,ntr ,9..1. . 

I ~a. Deur. ~hGrnton again tuday anQ f ' rd h1~ very 

much i prov d . 

T '3 .... v .lil ,e~l h.,T: cally but ti::"l has so e me ory 

ef .. s nhlcl do r It I ern tte I'>O'Jrse of or~:nb.TY con-

vorsa un U I cr0p uJ fro~ ti~~ to .f- • 
.lTP.. T sry all3rt 

and I un -;0' 1<3 I)p' 1:::'17 + 0 ) U f}p.rt in . unt I and 

rhaps I'>Or.~ deruble, o~ h;~ r~utin~ N rk, a~d n oing it 

I "h1nk t. oll~ be the ett1T r~th~r than th norse. I 

do nut th.r~ howevAT ~hat he wou:d b~ fit to Jndertake ny 

v ry tryin~ res~o1Dib11 · ties in connection with his Departme~t . 

I l:3l3nd .,~)U th.ti nerl'}ly a13 a proC'TI7 ... .., note nhlch may be 

uf some h~:p in YJur ovQr~jght of the Departnent. 

Yvlrs sincl9!oly, 
( 

HG/,,} • 



Dr. A. H. Gordon, 
746 Sherbrooke St. est, 
ontreal. 

Dear Dr. Gordon:-

November 23rd. 1926. 

Thank you very much for your 
letter of ·ovember 20th containing report as to 
Dr. Thornton's progress. 

! am very glt'l.d indoed to hepr 
thp,t he is improving in he2lt~. It is my intention 
to see him shortly. 

!ours fr!thfnlly, 

Principal. 



tr ... 

Dr. A. ~. ThorntoJl, 
Dean, Faoulty of Dent1stry, 
YoGill University. 

Dear Dr. Thornton:-

July 7th, 1924. 

I feel ashamed Of myself that I 
have not written before this with further referenoe 
to our oonversation on the morning of June 11th re­
garding the appoln~ment of teaohers in the F~oulty 
of Dentistry. " 

Apparently we are now about to 
inaugurate the praotioe of engaging fulltime teaohers. 
I most oordially support suoh a praotioe beoause I 
believe there are oertain departments of our Dental 
Sohool wh.ioh oan be supervised best by aman giving 
all his time and attention to that departcent. ",hi 
Is not to 1 ply that I do not most sincerely appreoiate 
the great services rendered by the part-time men. but 
in Dentistry as 1n edicine, if e are to become a 
really great sohool. we must make oont~ibutions to 
Dental Soience. It 18 in that aspeot of the work, 
namely th researoh side. that I think full-time en 
would be most usefully employed. 

. Dentistry.has made wonderful strides 
in the last twenty years and I believe the next twenty 
will be more wonderful still. It ought to be our in­
tention and determination tha~ the oGill Dental Sohool 
would make a positive oontribution. I believe in any 
apPOintment of full-time men we should boar in mind the 
three qualifioations such an appOintee should have. 
He ought to be ~ good teaoher, a good olinioian and a 
good rese~roher. That means we must have men hose 



.... 
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aoademic toundatlon 18 8ound. Anyone who i8 weak 
aoademioally, that 18, who has not a thorough 
grounding in those soienoes, the knowledge ot whioh 
Is a necessity, would be a poor ohoioe. Furthermore, 
it our graduatea in Dentistry are to be leaders in 
the protes8ion they must come under the intluence and 
guidance ot teaohers who, themselves, are leaders. 
~ must be oaretul in our full-time appointments to 

see to it that they thoroughly appreCiate the lines 
along which we intend to develop. 

I hope the Paoult7 will moat 
earnestly take all these things into oonsideration 
when making reoommendations tor apPOintments. It 
would be a very poor policy indeed on the part ot 
the University .0 appoInt as tull-time teaohers men 
who are not mentally well-equipped, or men who b7 
virtue ot aoademio qualitications, or laok ot experienoe 
or lack ot promise would not measure up to the high 
standard we ought to set. 

Let me repeat that I do not under­
estimate the value ot the work already done by the . 
Paoulty ot Denti8try, but I am very anxious that ~ro. 
the members ot that laoult7 shall oo.e aeD adequate17 
equipped to do the work above iD41oate4 and with a 
vls10D whioh wl11 enable the. to make, it neoessary. 
some aaoritioe tor the oommon good ot hu.anit7_ 

Yours ~aithtul17. 

Prinoipal. 

, 



McOlLL UNIVERSITY 

O]t'FJ('J<] OF THE DEAN FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 

MONTREAL, June IIth,I924. 

Sir Arthur W. CUrrie, G.C,!.i.G. 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir, 

I am enclosing with this a copy of a letter along 

the lines which I suggested to you. If I had some such letter 

from you, indicating what you had in your mind, when you spoke 

of the work of our full-time demonstrators, and the r~8earch work 

which should be oarried on, and the kind of men which we must have 

if such work is to be successfully done, i~would help me in 

discussing this matter, with the other members of row Faculty, who 

are perhaps all too prone to place the emphasiS altogether on the 

nature of the operations, actually performed in the mouth. 

The letter as you understand is simply suggestive. 

I am, 

Very truly yours, 

Dean. 



OFFH'J~ 1))<' THE DEAX 

McG ILL U1TIVERSITY 

FAGULTY OF DE~Tn;TRY 

MOX'l'REAL, . June II th. I924. 

Following our conversation of this morning - regarding 

the appointment of teachers in the Faculty of Dentistry, I would 

like to draw your attention to some matters in connection 

with such apPointments. 

I quite realize the great advances that have been made 

in recent years in the Dental Profession, and the importance,from the 

s .tandpoint of general health, of the service now being given, by 

the honest and intelligent dentists. 

In order that this service may be continue~, upon even a 

still higher pl~ne, it is essential that graduates in dentistry should 

be equipped not only to perform, in skillful manner, all purely 

mechanical operations in dentistry, but should be mentally equipped 

also, to do educational and research work, along lines, similar in 

nature to those now being carried on in other fields of University 

work. Mere graduation, in the other Faculties of the University, 

is not looked upon as sufficient grounding to do advanced scientific 

work. In order to be prepared for such work many students in arts, 

science, and mediCine, are spending a vefy considerable amount of 

time after graduation, in hospitals or other institutions offering 

facilities for advanced training. I am very anxious that our Dental 

Faculty should in no way lag behind the other Faculties of the 

University, in contributing, by intelligent research work, along 

scientific lines,to the general welfare and prosperity of the 

community at large. 

In making appointmen ts to the teaching body of the 



OFlt'ICE OF THE IJEAX 

McGl LL U NIVERS ITY 

FACULTY OF DE:\TI. TRY 

- 2 -

MON'l'REAL, 

Faculty (full time teachers especially) it is very desirable that 

such apppintees should possess, some degree of fitness, for the work 

here indicated. 

It would be very poor policy, on the part of the 

University to appoint as full-time teachers, men who are not 

mentally well equipped, or men who will spend only a year or two, 

in the service of the University. 

I do not underestimate the value of the work, already 

done, by the Faculty of Dentistry, but I am very anxious that from 

the members of that Facul ty there shall come men adequately 

equipped, to do the work here indicated, and with a vision, that will 

enable them. to make, if necessary some sacrifice, for the comnon 

good. of the common people. 



Dr. A. W. !hornton, 
Dean, aoulty ot Dentiatry. 
oGill Uulveralty. 

Dear Dr. !horntonl-

July 1'1 th, 1924. 

It has been drawn to IQ' atteDtiOJl 
that la Pebruary ot this year a Rltter 10DlaatloD 
Outfit waa purohaaed through the .aohiDer~ ot the 
Unlveralty, the requlaltioD belDg reoelve' fro. your 
Depart.eat. When the Outfit was importe4 the ••• &1 
oerttttoat. waD Given by the ottloera of the UDlver­
sity to the etteot that this Outfit was philosophioal 
and aolentltl0 apparatus an4 wae to be aeed 801e17 

. tor the purpose of teaohing solentlfl0 prinoiples aD4 tor 
the pro.eoutlon ot solentlflc researoh in the Paoult7 t 
Dentistry. 

I now un4eratam4 that thl. artl01e. 
was not purohaaed. tor the Unlveratty but fdr Dr. DohaD 
and 18 now being u.ed by hi. ID his private ott10e. 
!he resul' Is that the Unt~erslty otticer. haVe be •• 
lad to _ake a statement whloh wa. ~elea4tDC and to 
obtain tr.e ,ntry ot the arttole when It waa Dot eDtltle. 
to such entry. In the olrouaataaoe •• rather thaa 10 1.10 
aay l •• gthy explanatloDa. 1 'e81 that we ahowld ~&k8 o •• r 
the o~ttlt trom Dr. DOhan, rei.burstas h1. tor tke ..... 
this being the only way in whioh we caa p.t .•• el ••• 
in a aatistaotory po.ition. It. happen.· that l' ts 
poaa1bl, tor us to 40 thla. 

1 truat that tbe areateat oare will 
be taken in the tutar. to ATo14 &D7 aotlon. ot th,. 
Dature. 

You • tat~wl17 



Dr. J. S. Dohan, 
127 st nley street, 
~on treal. 

Dear Dr. Dohan:-

August 7th, 19 

I have Just learned from r. 
Finley that the Ionizing outlft hleh was received 
by us some time ago was a gift from you to the 
University for use in the Faculty of Dentistry. 

• 

It Is a matter for great regret 
that you did not receive a suItable acknowledgment 
at an earlier date, but I trust that you will permit 
me in the absenoe of the Principal, through whom 
such an ackno ledgment sbould properly come, to express 
the thanks of the University for your kindness in 
presenting u with a piece of apparatus hlch, I 
underst nd, Is unique in Canada. Immediately on the 
Princlpal's r~turn I shall inform him of your 
generosi ty. 

Yours faithfully, 

Wl1frid Bovey. 



Dr. th' ~ L. 'alsh, 
309 DrmJrnond Building, 
ontreal. 

Dear Dr. lalsh: 

August 
Twenty-s econd 
1924. 

I be.!'P to aoknO\Vled~ receipt of your undated 
latter addressed to the Principal 6XPressi~ your acceptance of the 
offer contained in his communication Of the 31st July. 

I very glad that you are able to accept. 
You will reoeive a formal confirmation of your appol?tmont in due 
oo~rse. 

Yours faithfully, 

Wiltrld Bovey 

• 
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FINANCE MEETING 

August 22nd,l924. 

Dr. Arthur L. Valsh, to be associate professor of Operative Dentistry 

and in charge of Dental Clinic; to be in charge of the staff, of the 

material ~ to be held directly responsible for the efficiency and 

well running of the clinic at all times. 



, 

Dr. 4rthur L. Walah, 
309 Druaaond Bulldlng • 
• oJltreal. 

Dear Dr. Walah:-

July 31at. 1924 • 

• 

A~t.r our oonveraatlon OD .onda7 
eyenluB I promIsed to wr1t. YOll a letter •• ttlnB 
~~rth .y request that you withdraw 70ur letter of 
July 25\h. 

1 thlak that you and 1 aBree •• 
to the reeponal.l1lty of whatever offioer 1. plaoed 
In oharge of the Dental Clinl0 at the Montreal General 
Hospital, and alao aa ~ the relations of 8uGh ottioer 
to the Dean of the Dental '&nulty_ In _y opinion 
the offloer In oharge of tbe Clinio .hOlll~ be BiYe. 
definite responsibl1itles aa to the executlon ot 
whatever polioy the .a01l1t7 4eo14e4 11»08, that he 
ahould be 1~ oharge of the atatt. ot ~he material. 
and In general ter.a. be held reaponel)le for the 
efflolenoy and well-running Of the Clinl0. But whlle 
8uch reaponal)lllty will be hie. it will )e lapoa.lble 
for me to relleye the Dean ot the Paoulty from ~lnal 
re8pon8ibility. and obligation_ I do not acree at all 
that the Offioer In ohars- of the Olinio ahould on17 
be reaponalble In the .b.ence .of the De .. and I ahall 
take oare to .ee that the poaltlon ia not al.under-. 
stood by all thoe. ooncern.d. 

Ae I In'l.ated to you It waa -7 
Intentlonto reoo .. end to the Board that 70ur rank be 
A • !hle would 8iYe 1011 a a.at On 

u 7 and 70U wo.14 haye •• ..oh to ea7 ae 
aJlybOd7 In the de'er.laatlon of the poliG7_ Iou wo~d 
haye the, .... righte and ~riTilese. aa &87 other 



Dr, Arthur L. Walsh - 2 -

Associate ~rotessor in the Univers1ty. ~s I said 
betore. I would take oare to make the position 
clear to everyone and I teel sure that you and I 
agree as to the responsibilities and relations. 

I hope to receive an assurance 
trom you that yon will be available to take up the 

ork by the middle of September. 

Yours talthtully. 

Pr! cipal. 
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OFFJ('E OF THE DEAN 

M cUILL U~IVERS 1 TY 

FAct LTY OF DF.XTJ~TRY 

MO::-l"THE. \ L, 

Sir Arthur CUrrie,C.G.H.G. 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir, 

May 23rd, I924. 

Your letter of May 9th in regard to the 

appointment of Dr. Arthur Wlash, reached me in due time. 

I have no hesitation in saying that I think Dr. alsh 

would make as good an assistant in the Dental Clinic, as 

any man whom we could possibly obtain , and I am therefore, 

prepared to recommend his appointment. 

I would be very glad if sometime in the very 

near future, I could arrange to have a talk w1 th you 

concerning some other necessary appoi ntments. 

I am, 

Very truly yours, ~ 

~~ , 
Dean. 



, 

Dr. A. t. Thornton, 
Dean, Faculty ot Dentistry, 
UcG11l University. 

Dear Dr. Thornton:-

ay 9th, 1924. 

The other day I sa Ur. Arthur 
r.al h. Despite what he rote in his letter to you 
dated April 16th I am quite sure he would be 1I1Ing 
to .ork harmoniously in the Dental ~epartment undor 
any conditions 1\hieh in your lsdoc"you night out-llne. 

I find that 1 knot him, as I do 
also b1s broth r who i rrinclpal of so e school in 
Outremont and :horn 1 roculeriy meet es a member of 
the !1,ard cH Protestant School Commissioners. Both 
of the~ GOO - to bo brIg and aggressive. It'ia 
ponalblo and verj likely. that Yalsh would be an 
accept~ble offic r in charge of the clinio. I wish, 
ho ver, that he h~d a little lnreor backeround and 
a more extensive preliminary ducation~ I think 
our por anent officers should be mon interested in 
and capable of do blg eifoc ti ve resoarch work. It 
may b that no schools have yet turned out thnt kind 
or msn. but it ls what we h&ve come to in the medical 
school. 

• He does not ins! t upon the 
fea.tures of his letter ~ hich e thought ob.1o.ctlon­
able and I am propare~ to recommend his appo ntment 
if you support Ito 

Yours falthtullys 

Principal. 
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McGILL UXIVERSITY 
OFFJf'E OF 'rHE DE,\S F ACGLTY OF DEXTT:-:iTRY 

l\10:N'l'REA L, H OV emb er 25th, I 924. . 

Sir Art~ur Curri e, G. C .~~.G. 
Princi pal, 

!!cGill Uni versi ty. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Dr.lbbotson's letter to you re. making 

Mr •• L.Eond, K.C. Professor of Dental Jurisprudence 

reached ne yesterday. I think it would be a very fitting 

recognition of the services which Mr. Bond has rendered 

to the University as Lecturer for the past fourteen or 

fifteen years in Dental Jurisprudence, and I have much 

pleasure in recoIIunending that this change be made in 

Hr. Bond's standing. 

I am, 

Very truly yours, 



Dr. J . J. Ibbotcan, 
10 ictoria. st., 
:') tr 1. 

Dr. 
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10 Victoria Street, 

A.W.Thornton Eso., D.D.S. 
Dean of the ~Faculty of Dentistry, 

llcGill Universi~-, 
LIontreal. 

My dear Doctor Thornton: 

Montreal, October l5th,1924 

I duly received yours of the 2nd instant re­
lating to the suggestion I made last May that a Degree should be 
given to llr. Bond in connection with his services to the Faculty 
of Dentistry. 

I am afraid it is only too plain from your 
letter that you must he.ve mislaid my letter of the 20th lray. I 
did not,of course, for a moment suggest that he should be awarded 
the Degree of B.C.L. to which you refer in your letter,because Mr. 
Bond took the Degree of B.C.L. with first rank honours in 1897 at 
McGill. He would not therefore desire to have it reconferred. He 
also took his Degree of B.A. at llcGill in l894,cnd is therefore 
amply provided in this respect. T;hat I did suegest was,that 
he should be given the Degree of D.C.L.,in course,as proceeding 
from the Degree of E.C.L. I suggested that inasmuch as he had 
the Degree of B.C.L. with honours, his lectures in the Dental Fac­
ulty in Dental Jurisprudence might be accepted in lieu of the thesis, 
and the Degree awarded not as an honorary Degree but,as above mention-
ed, "in course ll • This has been done in the case of other Lecturers 
in the University,and I suggested it in view of the fact th&t when 
the Faculty was first organized as a Department I persuaded him to 
give the prescribed course of Lectures, - which he did for several 
years without remuneration of any kind. Of recent years I under-
stand he has received a modest stipend. 

The time seems opportune to make the suggestion, 
inasmuch as Mr. Bond has recently been appointed Vice Chancellor of 
the Diocese of Montreal by the Lord Bishop of Montreal, which gives 
me all the more reason to think that it would be peculiarly accept­
able. 

Yours very truly, 



Mc<1ILL U~IVERSITY 
OFInCE OF THE I)}~A:\" FACULTY OF DEXTI~TRY 

Sir Arthur CUrrie, G.C.!~.G 
Principal, 

McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir, 

MONTRR\L, October 27th,I924. 

I was very sorry that some of the material which we 

had prepared for the meeting of the F acul ty of Friday las t, was 

not a~ailable, on account of some mistake, which had been made. 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I sent to 

Professor J.B.Morison on October 2nd, and trust that it may meet 

with your approval. I a~ enclosing also, a letter which I 

received from Dr.J.S.lbbotson regarding some recognition of the 

work done by1tr.Bond. I am enclosing also, a copy of the 

number of failures in the various subjects of the Third Year, 

as well as of those who cleared these subjects up at the 

supplemental examination. 

I am, 

Very 

Dean. 



OFFJ('\<j 0)" 1'HE DEA:\" 

McCl-rLIJ UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DEXTT:-;TRY 

MONTREAL, 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.::1 .G. 
Principal, 
McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir, 

January 5th,1925. 

I am enclosing with this a copy of a letter which 

I received this morning from Dr. Campbell Morris, one of 
cn ... 

our half-time demonstrators at the Dental Clinic of the 

Mon treal General Hospi tal. Dr. Morris has done very good 

service for the short time he has been wi th us, and I am 

sorry indeed to loose him from the staff. However, his 

chance to associate with Dr. C.F.Morison, is one that does 

not come every day to young men. As I presume you know, 

Dr. 1~orison, has one of the larges t and bes t prac tices in 

the City, and this is a splendid thing for a young man like 

Dr. Morris to find himself associated with a man like 

Dr. C. F. Morison. 

We have at the present time a half~time demonstrator, 

Dr. W. G. Leahy who graduated from our Faculty in 1920. Dr. 

Leahy is willing to come to us as a full-time de~onstrator. 

Other things being equal, this would be an advantage, as 

one full-time demonstrator is very much better than two 

half _ time demonstrators. As Dr. Morris wishes to qui tat 

once, I am laying this matter before you, to see if the 

appointment of Dr. Leahy would meet with your approval. 

From the financial standpoint, there will be no change as 

Dr. Leahy, is willinG to give his full time for twice the amount 



OF)·'J('E 01<' THE J)E.\~ 

Mc (iILL UNIVERSITY 

F.\f;\ LTY OF Dg~T1STRY 

MO~'l'RK\L, 

which he receives now, as a half-time demonstrator, in 

other words Dr. Leahy will be paid 3,000 a year. 

I will be very glad indeed, to have your 

advice in this matter as soon as possible. 

I am, 

Very truly yours, 

Dean. 



COP Y. 

305 Birks Building, 

Jan. 2nd, I 925. 

Dr. Ai W. Thornton, 

Dear Doct or, 

Having recently been asked by Dr. C. F. 
take 

Mori son to lover the prao tice of the late Dr. J.B .JA: orison, 

I would like to ask if arrangements could be ~ade for my 

services as half-time demonstrator to cease on the 31st. 

of December 1924. If it meets with your approval I would 

be willing to eive one hour per week demonstrating to the 

Third Year in Root Canal Work, as I am very much interpsted 

in this department of opera ti ve den tis try. 

Regrettine having to sever connections with 

your s ta:ff • 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 

(si ened) CAUPBET.JL MORRIS. 



Dr. A. L. alsh. 
Oft ice ot the Dean. 
Faculty of DentIstry. 

Dear Dr. Walsh:-

October 15th. 1926. 

In reply to your letter ot 
yesterday with reference to Drs. C.mpbell orris 
and C.R.P. oore. I hereby authorize you to 
engage them on the terms Mentioned therein. 

Yours faithfully. 

Prinoip 1. 



- Y l1r 



154 METCALFE STREET 

MONTREAL 

25th. October, 1926. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.e.M.G., K.C.B., L.L.D., 

Principal Mc.Gill University 

Dear Sir Arthur,- Dr.F.A.H.Baxter informed me that it is 

possible that Dean Thornton may have to retire on account of ill health. 

This note is to let you know that my services mieht be 

available if cGill desired to have them. 

11 th the aid of the late VI.Geo .Beers and Peter Brown I organ­

ized the first Dental School in Montreal,and taught various subjeots as 

occasion demanded, for we had no funds with which to pay the faculty. 

I have always been keenly interested in Dental Eduoation 

and now that the necessity for earnung money is not so great as when my 

family was younger,I should be glad to be actively engaged in it once 

more. 

I am sixty two years old which no doubt is a handicap from tha 

Unive~sity's pOint of view. 

Please consider this noteas oonfidential for I am a warm friend 

of Dr. Thornton and do not ,ish in any way to appear to be pushful. 

I am a graduate of the Dental School of Harvard University end 

a Fellow of the American College of Dentists. 

I am Sir 

11th kind regards 

Yours 

~------------------------
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

i\lcGILL UNfVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 

MONTREAL, 

Sir Arthur ~illiarr Currie., 

Principal, McGill University. 

Dear Sir;-

'/ •• ' • F .--~ ~. 

January .. I et.h. 19.21. .. 

I am enclosing to you a list of the Students of 

the Faculty of Dentistry who were on Active Service during 

the War, with the duration of that service ,and the unit to 

which they were attached. 

So far, I have come in contact with 

only one student who is in real need. It is the student of 

the Third Year marked on the list. en Saturday of last week 

he spoke tome c onc erning his fina~c,iul difficult i es, telling 

me that his room rent was unpaid, ana that his landlady was 

insisting on irr~ediate settlerrent. I let hi~ have a small loan 

to ti~e him over the 1ifficulty, as he said that he expected his 

remittance of Thirty Dollars ($30.00) on the fiftpenth of the 

month. There may be other cases as urgent as this, but so far 

I have not heard of them. 

Very ~,'~ L-r-",jl/ 
Dean, Faculty of Dentistry. 



l\1cGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

MONTREAL, 

LIST OF STUDEllTS WHO SERVED CVERSEAS. 

Year. Name. Where service Duration of 
was rendered. service. 

1st. Jekill, V.H.T. Franoe 2t yrs. 

2nd. Robidoux E.1'. Franoe 2 " n Flanagan J.C. Franoe 3 n 

" Abraham J.W. Franoe 3 11 

" Benjamin A. Canada 6 mths. 
" Robins On L.G. Franoe 3t yrs. 
" Carter J. England 19 rnths • • 
" Cla.rke 1'.M. Franoe 3t yrs. 
" 1'helps . W .S • France 2 n 

" Lane V. France 3-!r " 
" McMillan A.J. Franoe 3t " 
" MaoRae D. England 14 rnths. 

" Mills J.W. France 4 yrs. 
" Mcl1ally VI.J.S. Canada 1.1 n 

4 
" l'ickel .R. England 38 rnths. 

" Blaokburn M. '. Franoe 27 " 
" Tanner C •.• 9 " 
3r~~Sv;anoesky A.A . .... "''' Franoe It yrs. 
" Crowe A .D. Canada 20 rnths. 
" Blacklook J.N. France It yrs. 
" Burt on T.E. France 31z " 

4th. Hale G.M. Franoe ~t " 
" Laurin E.M. France " 
" Docks B.G. Canada 5 mths. 
" Veith G.3. Canada 7 " 

Unit. 

3Ist. Batt 
C .F .A. 
3rd. D.A.C. 
25 Batt. 
7th. ~IDGill 
R.A.F. 
2nd. C. F. A. 
R •• .F. 
7th. st. Hosp. 

.F.C. & R..A.F. 
3rd. C.D.T. 
l' .1' .0 .L.I • 
~Cth. Reserve 
H.H.O. 
I3th. Batt. 
10. Siege Batt. 
148th. Batt. & 
1st. 'O;.uec ec • 
l' .P • C • L • I • 
R.A.F. 

42nd. ..H.O • 
R.F .C • 
l' .1' .C .L • I • 
14th. Batt. 

7th. Can. Siege. 
No.3 ~.nGill 
Gen. Hospital. 
O. Dental C orp. 
R.A.F • 
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McGILL DENTAL SOCIETY 

liontreal Feb, 8th., 1922. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, HcGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear General:-

The Dental Undergraduate Society 
of McGill University takes gre8t pleasure in invit­
ing you to their Fourth Annual Dinner, to be held 
in the Oak and Blue Rooms of the Windsor Hotel on 
Wednesday, February 22nd, 1922, et 8 P.H. 

Enclosed herewith )lease find 
a ticket of admission. 

An early reply would be appreciat-
ed. 

Yours sincerely, 

Secretary. 



Augu~tue s. Downing, ~ao., 
t ~iBtant Commissioner Direotor of 

2rofessional Eduoation, 
The Uni verai ty of the St te of New York, 
Al bany t 1J • Y. 

Dear Sir:-

Your letter of up-ust 21st, addressed to Dr. 
llioholpon, has be~n referred to me for acknowledgement, 
Dr. lUcholson being on his vaoation at tBe present time. 

You have given threereaaona why the applioation 
of the Dental Sohool of icGill University for registration 
in the state of llew York has been re·fused. 

(1) Beoause the preliminary requirement is short. 
This point may not have been quite olear to you. I would 
refer you to pago 10 of our ~ounoe[ ant ,of the Faculty of 
Dentistry, where it states that for the Session 1923-24, in 
addition to M triculation, four years High School plus two 
years College in an English 'University, iE required before 
a oandldate oan be admitted to the study of Dental Surgery 
in the Provinoe of "uebeo •. 

(2) lthough Physios is not a compulsory subJeot 
amongst the entranoe revirements, prospeotive students~are 
encouraged to atudy PhYSics, and at the present time 75 ot 
thos. who enter for Dentiatry have oompleted Matrioulation 
requirements in this subJeot. The University polioy is to 
make Physioa a oompulsory subJeot in the entranoe require-
me~ts. . 

.. 
(3) You atate that many of our subjeo~s are short 

in hours re~uired. ~his no doubt appears to be the oase be­
oause e tried to follow your form in giving these parti"~, 
lara. I DOW enclos. a statement whioh sho s subJeots in the 
different years, and the number of hours in eaoh, as the course 
ia given at MoGill. In some 01 these oourses the number of 
hours is less than you require. On the'otherhand I would 
pOint out that in o~hers the re1erse ls the oas8, and that our 
sum total for lhe oour.e le 4406 agalnst your requirement. 
of 4000. 



• 

ug~stus • Do ~ing, ,2. 

I QuId point out further that courses of anatomy, 
physiology. Ctemistry and Bacteriology are identical ith 
those given in our Faculty of -edicine. nn in this ay 
are of far greater value than the oourses in these subjeots 
taken in the ordinary Dental ~ohool. 

I hope that in view ,of these further e~planation8 
.... you 111 reoonsider this matter, nd it 111 be pos­
sible for you to register our Dental School in the st te of 

ew York •. 

. Yours vary ruly, 

r 

J J I • 

Enc. 



First Year. 

Reei t . tion. Laboratory. Total. 

lIlBtomy 28 56 84 
B1010gy (GeneralJ 60 132 192 
Chem1strJ 84 168 262 
Dental rmatomy 26 104 130 
rosthetio Dentistry 28 84 112 

Physios 84 262' ~ 

Total 1106 

Seoond Year • 
. mat amy 56 280 336 
Crown Br1 ge ark 28 28 
Dental Anatomy 28 28 

Dental H1stology 66 56 112 
D~fit~ etallurgJ '14 36 59 
Histology and Embryology 28 66 84 

,Ope.La.tlve J::eohn10 66 66 112 
PbarmaoologJ 14 14 
I)hyel010gy 66 ,168 224 
~ro8then10 Teohn10 66 66 112 -

Total 1109 

Th1r Year. 
Bster101087 16 ' 112 168 
Crown ond Bri6.~e ork , 14 • 14 
Dental Hi8tory a.nd 00110mi08 28 28 
Dental Juri8pndenoe I 

14 14 
Dental ater1. Uedioa ! Therapeutic. 28 28 
Dental ?atho10gJ 
Dental Surge17 20 20 
Operat1Te Dentistr, 28 28 

Orthodontia 28 £8 56 
.l?atho1ogJ (,e11.r81) . 20 40 60 
Prosthetio »ent18tr,r L8 '* 28 

adlognphJ 6 28 34 
*0111110&1 work 1n th... three subJeots 601 6(M -

'!otal 981 
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ourth Year. 

Reoit tion. Laboratorz. Total. 
maesthet1cs 

Crown Bndge ork 
~ental -yg18ne & rophylax1s 
Dental 'athology) 
atar1s ed108 ) 

OperatiTe uent18try 
Othodont1a 
ractioal Cro ~ and .tSridge ork 
ractical Prosthesis 

'roathetlc Dentistry 
Oral ur~e17 
urgical Clinic. 

Clinloal work in these threo subJeots 

Total 

28 
12 
28 

66 
28 

28 
60 

28 
28 
28 

28 

28 
* 

60 
60 

'166 

• 

In addition to the' aboTe laboratory ork the dent 1 student la 
reql ired to put 1n two full onths in clinl0 1 work at' the 
ontreal Gen ral Hospita~ url~ the vacation of the 21'14 8D4 

.... rd 7ears', and the 3 d and 4th years • 

28 
6& 
40 

66 
66 
66 

120 
40 
~ 

1208 
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ugust 31st, 1923. 

ugustus S. Do ning, Esq •• 
Director of Professional Education, 
Th~ UniversitJ of the ~tat~ of Ne York, 
Alb ny, .~. Y. 

De r 'Slr:-

I ao in rec ipt of yoar letter ot 
the 24th of Au at referring to th registration 
of tbe F cult 1 of Denti try of 'cGill University 
and in reply ould ubmlt the follo Ing facts 
boarlnB upon th pOsition of PhYSics in our Dental 
curriculum:-

(1) t the pres nt time candid tea for 
entr nce must present "one of the follo inC: 
Botany, Cbe istry, Physics or Phy ic 1 Geoerapby".' 
Thi Is the s me option a is allowed to c ndi4ates 
for entr nce to the aculty of Art. As oatter 
of fact, however, more than 75/ of the dental 
stUd nta present Physic and the n ber is inoreasing 
90 rapidly that we have reached the point hore this 
subJeot should be ade compulsory, as h s been done 
in the case of c ndldates for the Paculty of Medioine. 

(2) The retention of Physics in the first year 
of our Dental cour e is based upon our beliet in its 
import nee and on the fact that, unfortunately, there 
Is still a certain lack of unlformit In the course. 
in this subject given in our preparatory schools. 

(3) • 
:first 
gre t 
Is it 

Althoueh Physics h~s been retalned 1n the 
year w do not feel that it has resulted in too 
a crowd~ng of the other subjects. After all. 
not a f ot th~t the results d pend far.aore upon 



- 2 -

the efflci~ncy of the teachers and teaohing than 
upon the number of hours employed? 

Trusting that this informat1on ill 
enable you to reach a favourable decision a~ to th 
registration of our Faculty, I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

• 



THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

Al/Cl/STVS S. DOWN/NC, 
ASSISTANT COMM IS S/ON£R 

AND DIRE CTOR OF PROFESS/ONAL COUCATION 

Sir Artbur M. Ourrie 

THE STAT E DEPARTMENT OF" EDUCATION 

ALBANY 

24 Augus ti 1523 

Principa.l, McGill Uni'lersi ty 
Q.ueoec, Co.nada 

My deCi.r Sir: 

Dr. O. W. Ta.nner n~s bro~g.t to my office 
your letter under d~te of August 23rd i~n reference to 
the applicCi.tion for registra.tlon of the Denta.l SC1001 of 
McGill University. In that letter you state t at 
"1;1.1 though physi08 is not a conpulsory suoject c...I,ongst 
the entr~nce re~uirement9, pros~ective ctuaents are en­
courCi.ged to study physics.-------- T~e University ~olicy 
is to .a.ke physics a corr.pulsory ouoject in the entr~nce 
requiremen ts It. 

While the fIrst sentence of t is pa.ro.graph 
seerr.s to show clearly that phys ica is no t re uired for 
ad.mission to 'cGill Dent 1 Scnool, yet Dr. TCi.nner asserts 
strongly tn~t to all intents and purposes physics is one 
of the entrance re(uirements. At niB le~uest ~nu by reason 
of your st(.;j,ten,ent of tle University policy, I I. writing for 
further inforffiation regar ing this physics require lent. 
Our requirement in tnis st~te provi es th~t the stuay 01 
physics must be taken up in either tne seconaary schooling 
or the collegiate year prece ine ad.mission to aental stUdy 
and that it should hot be incluaea in Q. jent~l ccurse of 
study itself. 

I shall very much ~ppreciate your ea.rly ~dvice 
on this pOint. 

Very truly y urs 

OBH.MGM 
~~-~~~ ... o.~ -7 

~u.o.e/''''--~-· ~ 



Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal. 
McGill University. 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

Montreal, P.Q. 
September 30, 1924. 

We beg to enolose herewith 

for your perusal and information. copy of letter 

which we are to-day forwarding to the Faculty of 

Dentistry, in connection with the feasibility of 

establishing at McGill the "point system" of 

examinations such as ie followed at various Uni-

versi tie.8 in this country and the United States. 

President Dent. 



F oulty of DentI t1'7. 
oGl11 Unive i y, 
ontreal. 

Gentle n:-

ontr 1, P.Q. 
Septe l' 30, 1924. 

It 1 the de 11' of the un er ign d, 
e bers of the Undergrad te body of the ou1ty of 

D ntlstry, to bring 0 your i diate attentIon a 
whioh ha long b n topio of oonv l' tion for tho ho 
ha • th elf l' and advano nt of Dental Eduo tioD t 
heart. It is not ne subj ot but one whioh has e n a 
probl of long tanding, prob1e whioh has, I believe, 
requir d muoh oaretul oonsid r tion on the part of Dental 
Eduoatlo 11 te to olve suoo a fully. 

The f 11' t na of grading th pr t-
ioal ork of the tudent tor their tr itIon fro on 01 8S 
to the on higher up. This is the probl • 

A solution, to hloh e ish to direot 
your attention, is the installation of a syste hereby each 
student in the infirmary ha to 00 plet t befor the end of 
the t rm, a speoified number of eaoh 01a8S of dent 1 opera­
tions, hloh oper tions hall be marked, step by step, 8S 
performed, and students olas Ifi d ooording to their blllty 
to produoe atisfaotory work. This sy tem is 00 only kno 
a the "point y t " nd h I' plao d the final 1nation 
s te in ot the 1 rg Dent 1 0011 g t oh Toronto, 
orthwestern, OhIo go, to. h in I' orktng of thI 
yste y b , perhaps, be t 0 rtalne fro report OD the 

subjeot hioh e would ugge t be I' quir d fro th Dir otor 
of the InfIrmary on hi return fro the propo ed tour of 
oolleges here the "point syete " prevail. The obviou 
benetit to b reap d by I' placing the pr v lling yat of 
final pr otioal inatIona by th "point ay t. re a 
follow :-

1. A reduotion in th y ar17 xP ndItur f 
faoultJ', inoe th examinatIon of WOI' will be und r­
t n duri the term, and by otfloi 1 of the oolleg 
in th oour e of theIr regul r dutie • ell inatlng the 
tee paid to speoial x inere at the end of the t • 
This is an item deserving of ooneld I' ti~n. 
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requirem nts of this University and another bafore 
their re peotiv Provinei 1 boards. 

3. A nenOU8 tudent will 'b ford d an 
opportunity of producing or for ex ination hen 
he i t his best r thar th n under the tension 
hieh often overco es him in th pre ent final 

examination sy t • 

4. Student will be rk d and pro oted on 
th general run of a hble year' ork r ther than 
on one pi 0 of a oh 01 s of op r tion. 

5. The 1 ant of chanoe hloh ant r t no , 
into th final e inations h 11 b r due d to a 
mini • Some of the re, the shortage of 1 the 

nd quipm nt or pro thetl0 oper tion ; tha f 11ure 
of p ti nt to attend for the xamin tion of r 
hen oalled up n; th diffioulty xp rienc d in obtain­

ing on the pur of the ° nt, pin 8 ith ork uit­
able for the ala of oper tion r quired, te. 

G. It ill h vs the tendenoy of raising th 
tandard of the ork produa d t sine it ill b com 

imperative for 11 tudant to perto a finite 
n ~er of diff r nt oper tions ch y rand BO obtatn 

pr c loal kno 1 dge of every 01 Band br noh of 
dental prooedure. . 

7. oloser oheo on th ork of e oh stUdent 
m y, in thi manner, b k pt by he demonstr tor to 
their ntual ben fit. 

tre te~ by 

Thanking you, e ar t 

Respeotfully your • 

fit 



· 
~~ .. . 



McUfLL UNIVERSITY 

OFFICE OF THE PR,\X FACULTY OF DE;IITISTRY 

I~ 
(l , . , 

Prof. Brown, 
Engineering Building. 

McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Prof. Brown, 

MON'I'RK\ L, January 8th,1924. 

The students of the Faculty of Dentistry 

would like to have a"Social Function~ in the form of a 

"Dance", on February, Friday 13th, in the Assembly Hall of 

the Medical Building. This is their second function during 

the present seSSion. 

1 have been requested by the students to wri te 

you, asking your permission for this"Social Function". 

Trus ting this may meet wi th your approval, 

1 am, 

Very truly yours t 

Dean. 

-
-

-----
~(~ '1/ 



PROFESSORS 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS 

H. M. MACKAY. CIVIL IENQIN~."INQ 
H. M. LAMB. 

~r~tll lttnittrrstty 
CYR'L BATHO. 

E . BROWN. CIV,L ENGTN .... INa 

R. DE: L. FRENCH, ApP'LIED """CHANTCS 

' HIGHWAY AND MUNICIPAL .HG,NE.RING DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL ENGINEERING 

AND APPLIED MECHANICS 

MONTREAL. January 16th. 1925. 

Sir Arthur C11rrie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LJJ.D., 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I enclose for your information 

a copy of the letter which I have addressed to Dr. 

Thornton regarding the application of the under-

graduates in Dentistry for permission to hold an 

informal dance in the Hedical Building on February 

13th. 

I thought it best to outline to 

Dr. Thornton the procedure which has been established 

in regard to dances, so that he might reRlize that it 

is difficult to meet all requests of sn.ch a character. 

fai thfnlly, 

[~. 
::::=:.-> 



(copy for the Principal.) 

students! Sooial 
Functions. 

• 

Dr. A. v. Thornton, 
Dean, Faanlty of Dentistry. 

roGill UniverBity. 

Dear Dr, Thornton, 

Jan. 16th. 1925. 

I pok~ to you by telephone with referenoe 

to your anplioatlon ~or per~i88ion to hold ~ infor~al 

danoe for the stt\dents of your on1 ty on February 13th 

in the edioal ~lildinEt and explainod the roasons for 

d lay in rp-plying, 

The pr ctioa in reeard to dances is as follows:­

Corporation apnoint~ A OO~""li tt,eA on 8tud nt.s' Sooial neti one , 

oonsiBtinr of meMbers o~ tho te~ohinr staff and ropre ent tivea 

o~ the st dents' Counoil. This oO~roittAA rn6pts e r1y 1n the 

session and arranBo a proRraMm~ of dances, both for n1 and 

informal, to be held at the Union. They also oonsider -

pr,ferably at a.n enrly date in the se Aion - special requests 

for the holdine of dancAs in oth ,r tnivorAi ty bllildine:s. The 

dat 8 of 8 oh d~noes must not olash with othnr imnortant 

functions rranreCl by the stn<lenta' Connoil, which is a1 0 

oonsul ted wi th refflrenoA to the advisabl1i ty 0 sranting 

sneoi~l pcrnisslons. In this ay the fUll programMA of danoes 

7i thin tho Univ rei ty 18 kno m. and oan be arran od in 

Rccor Rnco ith a definitp. policy. 

In l1ec nt years, th I St'ldants' Co':mcl1 has been 

authorized to hold,at its disoretio~poasibly t.o infor~al 

danc S oaeh y ar,in addition to those definitely soheduled, 



!)r. Thc-:rnton. 
; 2. 

to enable then to meet aneoial requests from sections of 

the student bo~. 

The atte pt Is made in the above manner, to 

provide a reasonable ntn~ar of dances d~rlne the sesslon, 

and a. t least four infor nls arp. hold for hicll the oost of 

tickets Is 2.00 per cou le. !i'he Council has Made a real 

. ef ort to reduoe the cost of 11 dance", nd it is only In 

the cnse of the for 1 dances that the tickets ooat as muoh 

as 5.00 or 6.00. 

You will easily understand thnt the holding of 
tM.. two informal dnn oes by the stnden ts of your B'acnl ty is enlarge-
... 

ment of the programMe whioh af~6cts the whole qnestion of 

univcrs i ty nollo .. ' in rosnrd to danoes. and I oonanl ted the 

Prinoipal in the Matter. An informal dnnce under the direotion 

of the Students' Co mcil is soheduled for the date you named. 

and it was 8ere ed at a oonference with members of the Counoil 

that another danoe could not be sanotioned for that date. The 

representative of the undergraduates in Dentistry was asked to 

oonfer with the Union rep~oRentatives to see what oould be done 

towards mer~in~ the two fnnctions. 

we are all a8'l'eed that 800i8l fttnotlons'should 

be aa inexnensive 8S Possible. and ~ny of us wish that they 

rnipht bee-in and 01086 ear'liAr. I think. howeTer. that you will 

reali ~e the d ifflonl tlP.'s in the way of meetil1f' rAqlleate for a 

number of informal d8~oe8 of differBnt JR~\ltle8 in theIr own 
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bni 1.dln[,,8. nd I hop!') thn t yonr at" dents ill nndp.l.' t9.lld the 

situation. 

I hope tt') 

YOl the on01" 1 'l"R~ti on 

kno that nany dif erent 

oan be only one policy. 

It 1 a. M$l.ttrr :in 'h1ch 

n opportltni ty to talk ov.r 1 th 

of policy 'n r -anrel to danae • I 

Vi. s l:'A h.ld, h.~t of 00 'lrS6 t,... .re 

And it cA.nnot nr.-ot thn e Qf all r nke. 
I 

COMnr()Mis~ ~11Bt b Ade. 

Y01r~ f :th lIly. 

~~. 
a~1~--­
k~' L . ....f ~vI::,""-s 



Mc (j ILL U J. I \T E R SIT Y 
OFF]('E ov l'H E l>EA.\' FA CU LTY OF DESTI:-\TRY 

MOXTHE\J " January 8th, I924. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C .~A .G. 
Principal, 

McGill Universi ty. 

Dear Sir:-

Followine our conversation of yesterday I am going 

to try to put on a short course (one lecture a week for ten 

weeks), on "some things in li terature" for the studen ts of 

the Fourth Year. 

I have no idea, at all, of attempting to soar into 

the heavens of literary attainment, but I would like to develop 

in the class, some interest, in good literature, in the hope, 

that interest once aroused, they would continue, to seek and 

to find, some of the pleasure, which comes from an acquaintance 

w:i th decent reading. 

Dentists, for many years, even after obtaining the 

handle of "Doc tor" to their names, have been looked upon as a 

kind of glorified mechanic rather than an all round, educated 

professional man. Fingers are educate 'l. a t the expense of the 

head. This is being recognized in all our better schools. 

Would it be possible for you to eive, to our Fourth 

Year students, a short talk (thirty to fifty minutes), on 

Thursday, January I5th, at 4 P.M. This '."lou10. bo the "opening of 

the oourse". I know how very busy you are, but if you could see 

your way olear, to comply with this request, I would be extremely 

grateful. 
I am, Sir 

Very truly yours, 7. )-'-:\ / '7\. I 
>r;--GU:-.d-~, 

P.S.My plan is to try to get other outside help, from suitable 
persons. 



The foll.Wing Short exa~ination was given in the Faculty of 

Den tistry to the s·tu.den ts of the Third and Fourth Years, at the 

beginning of the present session. 
slowly 

The following sentences were/dictated to the students. 

Ques.I •••• The recommendation, which I gave him, enabled him to obtain 

satisf etory acoommodation, 

The words "Reoommendation" and "accommodation" were mis-spelled 

in at least 90% of the answers. 

Ques.2 •••• Th shado seemed to recede as the light became more brilliant. 

In this sentence the word "recedeu
, was mis-spelled in more than 

half of the papers. 
, 

Ques.3 ••• It is necessary to proceed slowly in mental training, and to 

permit the less difficult matters to precede the more complicated 

In more than half the papers the words "Proceed" and precede", 

were mis syelled. 

Ques.4 •••• Honour thy Fa her and thy Mother, etc., complete the quotation 
, . 

and the souroe from which this is taken. 

Only one or two students out of a class of seventy were hble 

to complete the quotation correctly. 

One student completed this quotation in the following words, 

"Honour thy Father and thy Mother, for of such is the kingdom 

of heaven" 

Another student answered this question in the following manner, 

"Honour thy Father and thy Mother, to love and obey, so th .t the 

d~s of thy life may be everlasting". 
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Ques 5 •••• Tell what you kno. of the Hon.W.E.Gladstone, Sir m. 

DB; son, Sir John MacDonald, brahem Lincoln, Sir Harry Lauder • 

"Hon • Gladstone", is described by one student as an 

explorer in Africa. 

"Sir m.Dawson" as desoribed as the founder of McGill. 

Universi ty. He as also spoken of as a great arli amentari an. 

Another student described Sir m. Dawson as a prominent 

merchant and statesman of Canada, he was aloo a Premier OI 

Canada. He is described by another student as an explorer 

in the North est Territories of Canada. In another paper 

all that they kne of Sir Wm. a son, is described in 

thes four words .. "He wrote a book". 

"Sir John MacDonald", one student wrote he lived in Montreal, 

was Sootch, he endowed McGill University, and owned a tobacco 

plant in this City. In another paper he was described as the 

founder of MacDonald College. Another student wrote that 

MaoDonald College was named a.fter "Sir John .MacDonald". 

"Abraham Lincoln", was described by one young man as the 

first President of the United States, in the year 1792. 

"Sir Harry Lauder" , one stUdent in wri ting of him, 

saYSt "he as . rt9'er1ied he 'title t "Sir" by he late Ying 

llilward of Engl~d. 

Qu.es.6 •••• What and Where are"!lfue Strand", "The Eiffel Tower" t "The 

statue of Liber:ty" t "The Suez Canal" t "Niagara Falls". 

"The Strand", was described by one student as a. "Theatre". 
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"The Eiffel !.rower" t was described by one student, "one of the 

wonders of the world, situated at the entrance to Paris, and 

has a big clook on top~ Another ~uden t wrote, "Is known as 

the leaning tower of Pisa and is in Persia". I t was described 

by another Jloung student as "The Eiffel Tower leaning, is in 

India". All the. t another student knew about "Eiffel Tower", 

was written in these words, "Eiffel Tower not in England". 

"!he Statue of Liberty", was described by one B~dent as 

being in sshtngton" • 

"The Suez Canal", was described as "being in Oanada, between 

Lake Ontario and the St.Lawrence River". Another student wrote, 

"1 t .is si tusted in Ontario". Another young man described, "The Suez 

canal. as being in Canada, leading from the Great. Lakes to the 

Niagara River, and is in Michigan". 

"Niagara Falls", is described by another student as "a citf 

on the American Side". In another book it is described as 

"Two large bodies of water; one in Oanada and the other in 

the Uni ted States". 

QIles~'7 ••• What do you understand to be the meaning of the wordS, 

Fragile, Ductile, Malleable Legible, Fdible. 

Tangible, Soluble, Permeable, Irascible, 

Inoomprehensible. 

"Tangi blew was defined by one S mden t as "to change one thing w1 th 

another". By another s",udent 1 t was defined as "easily seen". t 

and in another paper as "not exactly right". One stuaent spelled 

"Tangible", "Tangable". 

"Soluble~ was spelled by one student "S~b1le";. 



.... 4: 

"Permeable", was aefined by one youTlg studeht as "that Whioh can 

be easily moulded". In another book as "remains unchar.getl". 

"Legible". in another paper is spelled "Legiable". 

"Irasoible", is spellei by one smdent "irrisiable", in another 

book is spelled "irraEiable", by another student it 

was spelled "Irrasable". 

In one book the ord l1Povertyn was spelled "pauverty". 

These are fa,ir sSI;lples of the answers which were given 

by the entire class. It is perhaps only fair to say, that out 

ef the class of seventy students, there were perhaps three or 

four, Who showed some degree of intelligence in regard to the 

question answere • 

They speak for themselves. There is surely something 

radicaLly wrong w:i. th s tud en ts w.ho have passed through public 

sohool, either High Sohool or Collegiate Institute, and Who have 

then spent from two to three years in the Universi ty, making a 

show such as the enclosed. 

If such persons are permitted to go out into the 

world as graduates of a Canadian University, thoughtful people 

who have no t been in touch wi th Universi ty work, may very 

reasonably ask themselves, "is it worth while?" 

~-~---~-~~--~----~------------



Faculty of Dentistry,McGill University. 

I •••• The recommendation, which I gave him, enabled him to obtain 

satisfactory accommodation. 

2 •••• The shadow seemed to recede as the light became more brilliant. 

3 •••• It is necessary to proceed slowly in mental training, and to 

permit the less difficult matters to precede the more complicated 

ones. 

4 •••• Honour thy Father and thy Mother. Complete the quotation and 

tell the source from which it is taken. 

5 •••• Tell what you know of the Hon. W. E. Gladstone, Sir Wm.Dawson, 

Sir John l'ilacDonald, Abraham Lincoln, Sir Harry Laud er • 

6 •••• Wha.t and where are "The Strand", "The Eiffel Tower", "The Statue 

of Liberty", "The Suez .Canal", "Niagara Falls". 

7 •••• What do you unders tand to be the meaning of t he words, 

Fragile, 

Tangible, 

Ductile, 

Soluble, 

Incomprehensible, 

lilalleable, 

Permeable, 

Legible, 

IraSCible, 

S •••• Complete the following quotations and name the authors. 

"Of all sad words of tongue or pen - " 

Edible. 

"'Tis better to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all - " 

-----------------------



MrUILL U.l.TIYER'ITY 

OFFJI'E OF THE DK\.· FACULTY OF DEX'l'lSTRY 

Colonel Bovey, 
Principal's Office, 

UcGill Universi ty. 

Dear Colonel Bovey, 

l\10:'rt'HK\L, January I4th,I925. 

Enclosed you will find three copies 

of the paper to which you referred in our conversation 

thi s morning. 

Trus ting too t they wi 11 serve your somewhat 

wise plan. 

I am, 

Very truly yours, 

Dean. 



FACULTY OF DENTISTRY, UcGITJI, UI1IVERSI TY • .. 

Q,ues.1 •••• The recomr:1enda tion, which I gave him, enabled him to 
, 

obtain satisfactor;)T accommodation. 

Ques.2 •••• The shadow seemed to recede as the light became more 

brilliant. 

Ques.3 •••• 1t is necessary to proceed slowly in mental training, and 

to permit the less difficult matters to precede the more 

complicated ones. 

Q,ues.4 •••• Honour thy Father and thy Ilother, etc., complete the 

quotation and tell the source from which this is taken. 

Q,ues.5 •••• Tell what you know of the Hon. W.E.Gladstone, Sir .m. 

Dawson, Sir John ... ~acDonald, Abrahan TJincoln, Sir Harry Lauder. 

Ques.6 •••• What and where are "The Strand", "The Eiffel Tower", 

"The statue of JJiberty", "The Suez Canal". "NiagaraFalls". 

Q,ues.7 •••• What do you understand to be the meaning of the words, 

Fragile, 

Tangible, 

Ductile, 

Soluble, 

Incomprehensible, 

Malleable, 

'Permeable, 

J.Jegi ble, 

Irascible, 

Edible. 

Ques.8 •••• Complete the following quotation and name the author. 

"Of all sad words of tonen e or pen _ It 

"'Tis better to have loved and lost, than never to have 

loved at all, 11 

--------------



• 

Dr. A. L. Walsh, 
~ontreal General Hospital. 
llontreal. 

Dear Dr. Walah:-

February 26th, 1925. 

I have taken up with Dr. Uartln 
the questIon ot poatgra4uate stUdents in Dentistry 
being allowed to attend undergraduate ~eetures in 
the Uedloal Fa.oulty. He assures !!le tbat there wl11 
be no ditfloult7 about this. 

. When the t1me arrives I 8Uggest 
that you ask the Dean to refer the matter to Dr. 
·artin who will g1'1,e the student a oar4 to the 
leoturer giving ~hatever leoture the stu4ent 4es1res 
to attend. 

Yours fa1thfully. 

Principal • 

• 



• 

Dr. J. s. Ibbotson, 
10 Viotoria Street, 
Montreal. 

Dear Dr. Ibbotson:-

• 

Ootober 18th, 1923 • 

Thank you very much for your 
letter ot October 17th telling ae that Kr. Tanner 
had suooessfully passed his examinations. 

I am very pleased to hear this 
and would ask you to oonvey to Hr. Tanner my best 
wishes tor auooess in h1s future work. 

Yours faIthfully, 

Principal. 
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154 METCALF"E STREET 

MONTREAL 

~ir Arthur V. Currie 

Principal and Vice-Chan4ellor 

Mc .Gill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

12th. January 1926. 

Your letter of the 11th instant received,suggesting an appoint­

ment for Thursday. 

Since writing to you I find that it will be neeessary to defer 

matters for the present. 

lith many thanks for your kindness and apologies for troubling 

you too soon. 

Yours very truly 



/ I 

'. 
/ Dr. F. Arnold Steven8on~ 

154 ~etcal~c street. 
Montreal. 

Dear Dr. stevenson:-

I have your letter of the 9th 
of .rr..nue.ry nnd. will ~eo ;)r. F. ;". ""ells and ,.our­
self nn tIme between 10 and 12 o'olock ~hursda7 
mornlng~ or botween 5 and 5 o'clock in the after­
noon. 

Please telephone to my office 
the time you choose. 

Yours faithfully. 

Principal. 



154 M ETCALFE STREET 

MONTREAL 

9th. January 1926. 

Sir Arthur Currie 

Principal Kc.Gill University 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

On ~uesday evening last a meeting of some fifteen dentists was 

held in the lount Royal Hotel. This meeting was called by Dr.F.M. 

ells for the discussion of the pros, and cona with regard to the 

formation of an institute of preventive dehtistry. 

Dr.Wells has for some yeaEs past devoted much time to the study of t 

the nutritive value of foods. He has made some valuable discoveries 

and wishes to have the backing of an organization to aid in the devel­

opment of the work already done. 

Wells has two handicaps,one is his slim education in the fundiment-

als of physiology and chemistry. These were not so ably taught in his 

younger days as they are now. The other difficulyy, which in his 

case is insuperable. is his inability to express himself in discussion. 

He writes well and clearly aut when he is on his feet he becomes 

confus;ied and often conveys a meaning quite contrary to his intention. 

You should know this because he often puts hinself out of court with 

those who should be his allies. 

Toronto,as perhaps you know has been able to encourage original 

researoh along dental lines,especially on the pathological side. 

ilells work is really the more constructive as it is essentially 

preventive. 

~e are at present groping our way and I write to know if you will 
I I 



154 METCALFE STREET 

MONTREAL 
, 

give Dr. ells and me an interview? We need advice and would like 

to put ourselves under the direction of Mc.Gill. 

iells is my very good friend end we owe him too much to ignore 

him in this work. Please regard my personal references to him as 

merely explanatory and confidential. 

No aoubt 8 great aeaI of spaae work must be aone but the~~ooess 
of the work eventuallY,seems to be assured • 

I am 

Yours very truly 



• 

• 

Dr. Charles W. Tanner, 
P. o. Box 223, 
Chazy, ". Y. 

Ky dear Dr. Tanner:-

September 18th, 1923 • 

On my return to toWn this mornlns 
1 tound awaiting me your letter ot September 7th. 

I am Tery glad 1ndeed that we were able 
to arrange ~he registrat10n ot KeG1ll w1th the ~1_.n7 
authorities. I am also pleased at the opportunlt7 your 
assoc1at1on'w1t~ Kr. ~1ner attords you. I belle.e JO­
will do .ell and be a oredit not on17 to yourself but 
to your Alma Kater. If you eT.r,co •• to Xoatreal on 
a Tls1t I hope to see you. 

With all good wlahe. and many thanks 
tor your le tter, I a , 

Yours falthfUlly, 
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projet de loi qi demalia 
I'igalite de _issances pour : 

fitade de la chirurgie-dentairm 
Une CQnlequence de l'exigenc:e du baccatau..: 
reat et de la diaparition de l' annee ISreden.. : .. 

taire a l'univerlite de Montreal a partir 
de leptembre prochain. • 

La. ciisparition de l'annee predentaire a l'univeraite de Mont.real a p&rur! 
de septembre Il'ochain et la mise en \1sueur, qui deeoule de cette dlsparl, 
tlon, d'un reglement exigea.nt le degre de bachelier de tout etudiant voulan 
&tre adDUs en pretnltre ann6e a la Facult6 de chirurgie-dentaire aura BC$" 

echO! a la procha1ne aession de la UgIalature. attn de forcer le College dea­
chirUra1ens-dentlste8 de Ii. provInce de Quebec d'eltiger l'equivalence dc, 
dip16mM pour lCI5 etudiants de McGill et de Montreal. 

L'uni~rsIU angla1ae de' Montreal<$)>------------~ 
n'exige des etudlants en chirurg1e­
dent&1re· que d'avoir complete la 
deux16me annee du arts course (pour 
llOUS, la rhetorique), tandls que l'un!­
versite fran98lse qui exigealt· dej8 
une annee preparatolre. appelee pre­
dent.a.lre, des rhetoric1el1B avant 
d'entrer en· chirursie denta1re, leur 

Les gmistes soot 
accuses de conspire· 

demandera dorenavant deux annees Ma.x Feigebawn et 5 autrea del 
8upplementa~es a.pris la rhetorlque. grev1ates qui ont cause des trouble. 

UIIe me,auU bier matin a l'edifiee Caron ont com. 
On volt 18. une ~_A-lIte entre lea ~ ce ma.tin devant le juge MauTle. 

............ Tetreau 80WI l'accusation d'avoil"' 
6tudiants de lanrue fran980ise et de cotISJ)Ire pour ca.user des lli610ns I: 
laDl\le anaialse devant le Colltge d'autres bommea. Tous ont plaid. 
dM eh1rura1ens-dent1steB. On y volt bl 
auast un danger; lea Canadien3-fran- non coupe. !!is. 

oalB mteux ,pr6pares et plus lnatruita lIofe Oalder agissait pour les aecuse., 
qu.les Canadiens cH la~ angla18e tandla que Me Ernest Bertrand re 
devront neanmo1na pasaer de~ ana pri.sentatt la Couronne. Une Viva. 
de. plus .. etudier et dl!buteront deux di8cusaion s'est engagee ,entre ~ 
ana plus ~ dans la professIon. dewt avocats. Me Bertrand a expli", 

Le projc!t de 101 den\aocWlt l'6qul- ~ au juge Que deux des agitate~ 
valence des dlpl6mes pour la en:. Lt. - etaieut des eommunistes qui ont f~!J 

dentalre ne demandera pas autre un recent al!jour en Russle et qu'i~ 
que ceDe qui exi8te dl!Ja pour dlrtpnt une asaocj.ation nouve~ 

de',]a medec1ne, du drott ou faJant la guerre a ranc1enne 8.880 
PlIaima.c1e, OIl aeuls 8OD.t a~ elation. Me Ce.lder de SOb c6te 
MtiGfll ~ a J40ntriaJ, lea me toute affiliation c:ommuniste e 

baC~eJ:lera ou ceua qID ont obtenu a. d6e1are que les tendancea aociaa 
un brevet cSe I& profeasloD. Le brevet 11stea 6taient lea m6mea daDs l'~ 
tend n_nm~ ~ ~ en re- ~ated Clothing Workel'l' Unto ,le Pn'rale de toatea les Professions que dana l'Unlted Clothing Work 
par la s6vWlt6 efts eumlnateurs ~i A8s0ciation. Le juge T6treau a fi; 
ne.k.tssent paser ~e le.s ~ts remarquer que 1es mentes de la ca 
aolfdeltlent ~~." a 1'6tude de ne deva1ent pas etre dIlIcUWI de.van 
~. . . lui et n fin. 4dmplemebt le caution .. 

.. '" . nement a $:100. 
- .~ pnr__ ----..... --___ """!-~_i 
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