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CO LO NEL ~ILfRED BOVEY 
MCGILL UNIVERSITY MONTREAL QUE 

PLEASE FIND OU T AND LET M[ KNOW BY TELfGRAPH HHETHER THE M0SEUM HOULD 

BE Jl ILLl NG TO LEND INDIAN OB,JEeT'" OF INTEREST ""UCrl AS PIPES TOMAHA K 

HEADDRESSES [TC FOR THE CHAMPLAIN CELERRAT ION AT OR ILLIA JULY FIRdT 

TrlE { V"NT PROM I3ES TO BE ON A BIG SCALE AND OF NATIONAL INTERfST ~I~H 

~OPLE HERE f.ROM ALL o'VER fHE COUNTRY ANY Hi l NG LENT TO US wVOULD BE 
, 

UNDER 'T HE ABSOL UTE CARE OF A RESPONS !'ELE COM VII T TEe IF TrlE PR I Ne I PAL 

~s HELL ENOUGH GE T HIM TO I N TERV~NE F08 US 

STEPHEN LEACOCK 
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McGILL UNIVERSITY 
THE McCORD NA'l''[ONAL MUSEU:\l 

U"'l'HER.E THERE IS NO VIS.lON. THE PEOl;l'Lr~ :pgHrt;;;H ' 

DAVID ROSS McCORD, K.C. 
M.A. .. H.C.l., 

prOUNDER ANQ HON DIRI:CTOR 

MONTEHJ.:AL, June 17, 1926. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Chairman of the Museums ConiIlli ttee ~ 
Principal's Office, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur,-

At the meeting of the McCord Museum 
Committee on June 15, it was decided to return to the 
Museums Cowaittee the piece of lace from the Natural 
History Society oollection, said to have belonged to 
Mary Queen of Scots. Professor Traquair, after ex­
amining this specimen described it as Venetian Flat 
Needle-point of the Seventeenth Century, and this 
opinion was subsequently confirmed by the head of the 
Department of Eace at the Metropolitan Mu se unl in New 
York. It is therefore not suitable for the McCord 
Museum. 

The lare is at present on exhibit 
in the Art Association, and the McCord Committee makes 
the following suggestionsto the Museums Committee: 
1. That it be left on indefinite loan at the Art As­
eociation, or until it can be exchanged for material 
appropriate to some of the University collections; 
2. That the Museums Committee require, as a condition 
of its continued loan, that meaSures be taken to re­
move and arrest the spread of rust spots now on the 
lace, also having the necessary repairs made. It is 
probable that the latter can be done by nuns in Mont­
real, rut expert advice should be taken upon the re­
moval of the rust spots. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

Se cre t ary . 



LIBRAR Y OF Mc GILL UNIVERSITY 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 

LIBRARIAN 

Colonel Bovey, 
Principal's Office, 
McGill University. 

Dear Colonel Bovey, 

MONTREAL 

June 23, 1926. 

I bave your letter of June 22nd and a copy 
of it addressed to me at the NcCord ~useum. So far 
as I am a are no material from the Natural History 
Society Collection bas been distributed other than 
that authorised by the General MUseums Committee. 

It is possible that the distributors mE'.y 
have misunderstood the directions of the Committee 
or that the Principal's informant as not thoroughly 
aware of the situation. Personally, I have not the 
least idea hat material is referred to nor, I imagine, 
has Mr. Judah. 

May I again point out that, as the Oommittee 
has no stated dates of meeting and apparently no 
secretary, there might easily be room for misunderstand­
ing and I trust that dates for meetings may be fixed in 
time to be printed in the new University Oalendar. 

Fai~hfully yours, 

-
University Librarian. 

LOCAL 



Mo GILL UNIVERSITY 
THE McOORD NA'l.'IONAL ~IU~EU"'l 

DAVID ROSS McCORD. K.C. 
M.A .. B.C.L, 

P"OUNCII"R AND HON DIRECTOR 

April 30, 1926. 

A. P. S. Glassco, Esq., 
Bursar, 
McGill University. 

Dear Mr. Glassco, 

Oonfirming my telephone conversa.tion with 
you tnis morning, ill you be so good as to enclose 
in the attached letter (to be mailed to-night) a 
cheque for $800. in favour of De Lery MacDonald ? 

Limited, 
used lor 
bill lor 

I enclose a 
for ~1,000. 
tne purcnase 
this will be 

cheque from The Southam Press, 
The balance of $200. is to be 
of a Montcalm document and the 
sent to you in due course. 

Will you be so good ai to report this 
generous donation to ~ne McCord useum at the next 
meet·ing of tee Finance Committee of the Governors 1 
A temporary acknowledgment has been made to Mr. Fred 
Southam and will be followed. by a formal acknowJ.edgment 
after the next meeting of the McOord Museum Conuni ttee. 

In case this matter has not come to tne 
attention of the Principal, will you be so good BS to 
mention it to him 1 

Faithfully yours, 

secretary to the Committee. 
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Dr. G. R. Lamer. 
University Llbrarlan~ 

oG 111 Un i,vers 1 ty. 

Dear Dr; Lomer:-

, 

• 

• 

December 22nd, 1925. 

I have your letter Of the 17th 
with referenoe to the date of the meeting of the 

cCord "·useum Comnl ttee • 

. I am gla.d tho aban&e is be ine 
mado because 1 am mnklne it a praotice at pro ant 
to l!O to l!acdonc.ld Col1cee every ednesday. ! have 
noted the date for the ~ ture. 

Yours faithfully. 

Frinail nl. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
THE McCORD NA'l'IONAL MUSEUyI 

U ,\V UERE THERE I~ NO VISION, THE PEOPLli) PEH(SH" 

DAVID ROSS McCORD. K.C. 
M.A . B C . L. 

ftOUNDER ANO HON DIRRCTOR 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGi11 University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MONTREAL, December 17, 1925. 

c~wing to a conflict of hours with three 
other dates, it was decided yesterday to change the 
regular date of the meeting of the McCord National 
Museum Committee from the third Wednesday to the 
third Tuesday of each month at five o'clock. \i11 
you be so good as to note this change and keep the 
date free, as it is important that there should be 
as full an attendance as possible ? 

On behalf of the Committee, 

Faithfully yours, 

Secretary to McCord Committee. 



Dr. G. R. Lomer, 
Librarlan9 

cG11l University. 

Dear Dr. ,omer:-

April 22nd, 1926. 

I beg to acknouleuee receipt 
of your l-ettor of the 21st instant \ ith reference 
to relieving you of your dutien as Secretary of 
the 'cCord Huseul!l Commi ttee and as Chairme.n of the 
Administrative Sub-Committee. 

I a.m paf;sing this on to 'r. 
Glasseo for his information and action. 

I regr t ver~ much that you 
find it necessary to take this course. 

Yours faithfully, 

• 

Principal. 





11(C~) 



THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 
REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY 
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE 
EM MA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOWGY 

BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 
LIBRARIAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGi11 University. 

DeAr Sir Arthur, 

MONTREAL 

September l~. 1~24. 

JAMES McGILL BOOKS 

Since nur conversation yp.Ater.day I find 
that in the Uc00rd Museum thpre are t 0 or three 
books from the library of the Hon. JameA McGill. 
There are elan in the Library some McGill Manuscripts. 
I em, therefore, inclined to think that we could di _ 
pense with any volumes from the collection offered in 
Ottawa. 

If you approve, I will write to George E. 
Kidd, K.0. to that effect without waiting for the 
matter to be brought up at the next meeting of the 
Library Committee, ss previously suggested in a 
letter to him. 

Faithfully yours, 

University Librarian. 



LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M .... .. PH.D. MONTREAL. 
LIBRARIAN 
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Dr. G. R. Lamer, 
University Librarian, 
YcGill University. 

Dear Dr. Lomer:-

ITovember 25th, 1925 

With reference to your letter 
of yesterday re exhibItion h9~e in connection wl~h 
the ·olie Centenar~ celebration, I have asked Dr. 
Fryer to brinz it up at the next meetine of the 

cCord ·useum ComMittee. 

Yours faithfully. 

Principal. 



LIBRARY OF McG ILL UNIVERSITY 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 

LIBRARIAN 

Colonel Bovey, 
The Principal's Office, 
McGill University. 

Dear Colonel Bovey, 

MONTREAL 

October 29, 1926. 

This will acknowledge the letter of 
Mr. J. FitzGibbon Black of July 28th,addressed 
to you, regarding the IIBeaver" alking stick. 
I shall bring this to the attention of the McCord 
Committee at its next meeting. 

Faithfully yours, 

University L1brarien. 

LOCAL 



LIBRARY OF Mc GILL UNIVERSITY 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 

LIBRARIAN 

Colonel Bovey, 

MONTREAL 

The Principal's Office, 
McGi11 University. 

Dear .Co1one1 Bovey, 

October 26, 1926. 

Dr. • D. Lightha11 informs me that in 
the Government Buildings on St. Relents Island 
which are being demolished there are a number of 
military records and manuscripts which may have 
eventually historic value. Re has suggested that 
they be obtained for the University collection of 
manuscripts, either at the Library or at the McCord 
Museum. Have you any suggestion as to how they 
could be legitimately obtained without the danger 
of their passing into other hands ? 

Faithfully yours, 

University Librarian. 

LOCAL 



FOUNDED BY 

LORD DALHOUSIE 

JAN. 6 . 1824 
LITERARY AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OF QUEBEC 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G. C •. L1. G Flc. &c. 

Principal McGi11 Unive- sity# 

Dear Si~ Arthur-

\ r,J... I hOnlJrea • 

T H E LIBRARY : 

MORRIN COLLEGE, 

STANISLAS ST. 

Your letter of aclmoVlledgement of the 

srn' 11 aid yihich this Society was able to render the HcCord Museum in 

their recent exhibition, was ver.J much appreciated by the Committee, and 

they would rei te-rate their pleasul'e in being of ;;my service to . 0 1. in 

the matter . The little statue is once more in its acc".).stomed place 

in our library l1ere. 

'ours respectfully, 
.1 

Council Sec' etar.J . 



CA B LE AO ORESS·;' FUR A U C T IO N ·' M O NTREAL T ELEPHONE· L A N CAS T ER 7206 

PR~51:;!:l\;"" 

R.S COLTART 

VieI' ."1:. to OI:N "" ... N"Ol.q 

F ,.. Pt"'GRE!: 

~,G1..DDV 

LIMITED 

132 LAGAUCHETIERE ST. WEST 

JY[ 0 NTREAL CANAD A 

December 18th , 1926. 

Lieut.-Colonel lilfred Bovey, 
Mc'lill Uni versi ty , 
l.iontreal, Que. 

Dear Colonel Bovey:-

o I"IEC:-C~S 

SENATOR LOjqNE C.W!tlSTI!:R.. 
C~A'RM"'''' 0" r ... !! l!IOllt.IH,1 

R SeOLTA.RT MON"';"REAl 
F" H F' INGFO.EE MONTREAL 
FREO.COOPER MONTRtAL.. 

W K_TROWER. MONTREAL 
G,B ALL:50N MONrR[AL 
HT.MOL""A~ SliMMERSIOE 
A A Al,.L.:.N, l'ORONTO 
w t'" ,M cWI L l.I .... "'· S. WINNtPF..C~ 

Owing to my absence from business, 
I did not receive your letter of the 10th, instant, 
un¥il' yesterday, but I am very glad to learn from it 
that llcCord Museum Committee think the relic of the 
Sbi( Beaver worthy of acceptance. 

I \Iould bring the Cane up to you myself, 
but that I am under orders to keep as quiet as possible. 
However, if you will send a messenger down here 
any time on or after the B2nd, instant, I will be glad 
to hand the article to him. 

lfishing you the Compliments of the Season, 
Believe me, 

Sincerely yours, 



• 

lUs Jlazoy 'uir, 
oCord Ht t",onal r'useum, 
cG - ll University • 

Dear Hiss ~lr:-

ovember 24th. 1926. 

At the Principalts request 
I am sendlne you the enclosed note s1gned by 
S lr ""ill iam Dawson and Goldwln Smi the Re thought, 
perhaps, you could find a plaoe for the in t~e 

oCord useum. 

The notes are addressed to 
Colonel ~enouf, 25 !cGill College Ave. and wc & 
kindly sent to the l'rincipal by him. ~hey ha.~e 
been aCknowledged but you Might c. re to write 
hi. also. 

Yours faithfully, 

PrIncipalts Socrotary. 



.... r 10, 1926. 
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MoO-ILL UNIVERSITY 
THE McOORD NATIONAL ~IUSEUM 

h'W""DERE TB-ERE IS NO VISION. THE PEOPLP.: Pt-;RfSH" 

OAVID ROSS McCORD. K.C. 
M.A .. a.C .L. 

FOUNoaR AND HON DIIltIlCTOR 

Lieut-Colonel Wilfred Sovey, 
McGill University. 

Dear Colonel Bovey:-

MONTREAL, 6th December, 1926. 

At the last meeting of the General Committee 
of the McCord Museum, the letter which Mr.J.FitzGibbon Black had 
sent to you, offering to present to the Museum a walking stick, 
carved from the wood of the old ste an.er "Be aver", was re ad and 
discussed. 

The Committee were unanimous in thinking 
th at th is would be a very d.e sirable gift for the Museum to 
receive and. asked me to authorize you to ccmmunicate with 
Mr.~itzGibbon Black to that ai!ect. 

I enclose, herewith, Mr.FitzGibbon Black's 
original letter to you, for the purpose of your reply to him, 
and ask that you will be so kina ' aB to return it to the 
McCord Museum, so that it may be placed on file there. 

rs, 
~ 

_.7~. 
C. E. Fryer 



T.l u .-Co1onal 
25 ~Gl11 Co1lee 
'0 treal. 

• • R nouf., 
Av~nue , 

ovember 22nd, 1926. 

Dear Colonel R nouf:-

'l'ru.nl-: you very Much f'or. your 
letter of -ovembor 19th enclosine the nota fro~ 
S1r °1111a Da 0 end also one from Gold'_n ~ it • 

I m sending these to the 
cCord ~useu t lho, I l'::noVl" ,j 11 be very -lad to 

hnve tha • They \ 111 prove interestine ~ddltlons to 
their collection. 

A ain thank·n~ .on for your 
thought£u1nes , I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



E. M . R ENOUF 
CABL.E ADDRESS: .. RENOUF," MONTREAL J. J. R ENOUF 

REPRESENTING 

THE PRANG CO. RENOUF PUBLISHING CO. JOHN WIl.EY III SoNS, INC. 
(SCIENTIFIC BOOX5.) NEW YORK. ( ART. PUB.) NEW YORK. 

25 McGILL COLLEGE AVENUE GEO. PHIL.IP III SoN. LTD. 
(CEOGRAPHICAL PUB.) LONDON. 

TRAUTWINE CO. 
(SCIENTIFIC BOOICS) PHILADELPHIA.. 

THOS. NELSON III SoNS, LTD. 
( EDUCATIONAL PUS. ) EDINBURGH. 

GINN III Co. 
(EDUCATIONAL PUB. ) NEW YORK. 

BL.ACKIE III SoN. LTD. 
(EDUCA.TIONAL pu .. ) CLASGOW. 

MONTREAL Nov. 19,19GO 

General Sir Arthur Currie,G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,LL.n., 
Principal, 

McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur;-

I find amongst my old files~ two Short 
notes) one from Sir William Dawson, late principal of 
YeGill University and one from Goldwin Srnitll f Toronto. 
I thQught possibly you may be interested in them as they 
both have the signatures of the writers. 

You will note how Tery pleasing is 
Goldwin Smith's description of Knight's Popular History 
of Canada. ... 

With kindest regards) 

Yours faithfully, 

~~--. 1 
EMR;! 



OAVID ROSS McCORD. K.C . 
M.A .• a.C.L. 

P"OUNDt:R AND HON OUUICTOR 

McGILL U:yrVERSITY 
THE MoOORD NA:r~ONAL ~lU8EU')1 

~'wnERE THERE 18 NO V~SION. TUE PEOPL1'~ PERISH'. 

Lieut.-Col. Wilfred Bovey, 
McGill University. 

Dear Colonel Bovey:-

M:ONT[~EAL. December 16, 1926. 

I sh all be very glad to 
bring before the General Committee of the 
McCord Museum, your note of December 10th, 
enclosing a communication from the Officers' 
Me ss of the Royal Highlanders Armory, re que st ing 
a transfer from our museum to theirs, of 
duplicate specimens of War material. 

As the next meeting of our 
Committee is not until January 6th, I shall 
not be able to send you any fu=ther 
corumunicat ion unt il after that date. 

C. E. Fryer 



Dr. G. R. Lomer. 
University Librarian. 
~cGl11 Unlve.slty. 

Dear Dr. Lomer:-

lday 8th. 1925. 

'ith reference to your letter 
of April 20~h. The Finance Committee at their last 
nootlne appropriated the sum ot ~~OO.OO to PU?­
chase the ~tontcalm SllTer Cup. 

I am sorry to haTe to aay that 
the ;125.00 neoessary to purohase the bal~noe ot 
the artioles named in your letter Is not &Tailable 
at the present time. 

tours faithfully. 

Principal. 



THE LIBRARY OF Mc GILL UNIVERSITY 
REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY 
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE 
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

BAILLIE LTBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 
LIBRARIAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MONTREAL 

April 20, 1925. 

McCord Museum Committee 

I ~as directed by the McCord Museum Committee 
at its meeting on April 15th (at which Dr. Lighthall, 
Dr. Fryer, Mr. Morgan, and Mr. Baylis were present) to 
present to you the follo ing recommendation for pur­
chases: 

1. The Mcntcalm Silver Cup. $ 200. 

2. Louis XV Canadian Cha.ir, from 
Mis~ La Rocque. 100. 

3. From The D~ L~ry Macryonald ~ollection: 

(a) MacGillivary Group. 200. 
(McCord copy in exchange valued at 
$200. ). 

~b) Estimated r~pairs on above. 100. 
c) Portrait of M. Roux. 75. 

(d) Portra it of A. N. McLeod. 50. 
(e) Table (if complete). 200. 

$ 925. 

The Committee suggests that a special appeal 
be made to raise $1,000. to cover these recommended pur-

AddrHS "ply 10: 



THE LIBRARY OF Mc GILL UNIVERSITY 

-2-

Sir Arthur Currie. 

chases, if, in your opinion, such an appeal is not 
contrary to the policy of the University or pre­
judicial to the interests of the McCord Museum. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

I am, 

Faithfully yours, 

secretary to Museum Committee. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
rrHE l\-IcCORD NATIONAL MUSEUl\'r 

·'~·HEN THERE IS NO VISION. THE P.b:O PLE PERISH" 

DAVID ROSS MCCORD, K . C. 
M.A . , a ,c.l. 

FOUNDER AND HON . DIRECTOR 

MONTREAL, April 7th, 1925. 

Received from S1r Arthur Currie the sum of 

Five Dollars for the purchase of the Scrapbook of 

Sir John A. Macdonald, wh lle Attorney General, 

1864 - 1866 ..................................... $ 5.00 



THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 
REDPATH LIBRARY· MEDICAL LIBRARY· BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY 
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY· BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE 
EM MA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY· BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY • TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 
LIBRARIAN 

Sir Arthur Currle, 
Principal, 
YcGill University, 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MONTREAL 

v April 8, 1925. 

Montcalm Silver Cup 

I am directed by the Committee of the 
McCord National Museum to remind you that the 
question of raising $200. to pay for the silver 
cup which belonged to Montcalm was to be brought 
to your attention. 

Dr. W. D. Lighthall and Mr. F. Cleveland 
Morgen offered provisionally to supply the necess­
ary funds should the action of the Finance Committee 
be delayed. 

I shall be glad to have your instructions 
in this matter to report at the next meeting on 
April 15th. 

Faithfully yours, 

Secretary to Museum Committee. 

AddrHS "ply ID: 



THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 
REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA _ LAW LIBRARY 
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE 
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOG Y - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

BAILLIE LTBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 
LIBRARIAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MONTREAL 

March 23, 1925. 

McCord National L~seum 

In accordance with your instructions the 
McCord Committee, at its meeting on March 18th, 
passed a resolution to pay for the StangeI Collection 
of Indian Relics by taking $50. from the funds of the 
Museum for 1924-25 and asking you, as Chairman of the 
Committee, to request the Finance Committee to make 
an appropriation of $75. to complete the sum of $125. 

This matter has already been brought to 
Mr. G1assco's attention and settled. 

Faithfully yours, 

Secretary to Museum Committee. 

AddreIJ reply 10: 



THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 
RED PATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY 
ROYAL VICfORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECfURE 
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 
LIBRARIAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MONTREAL 

January 27, 1925. 

acCord Museum 

It has been suggested, in view of 
Mrs. J. B. Learmont' s past dona,tions and present 
interest in the McCord Museunl, that Mr. Hol ton 
H. Learmont be added to the General Committee of 
the McCord Museum. 

I &n glad to endorse this suggestion, 
which comes through Dr. Fryer. If Dr. Lighthall 
"ouId add his recommendation, and the suggestion 
meets with your approval, Mr. Learmont might be 
appointed i~nediately, as I understand the Committee 
is sel ected by the Pr inclpa.l. 

Faithfully yours, 

Secretary to Museum Committee. 

Addre n reply 10: 
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en era Sir .'1r 'hur Currie, 
principal, 

~Gill niversity, 
City. 

L3nr ~encral Currie:-

_fter c refu thought, I think 
the Sub-Commi tte or' .... ccessions lf rnie.t be com­
posed nf Dr. Fryer and Jr. Gammell, ith myself, 
as proposed by y u. Both these eer.tleMen have 
ot only considerable kno ledge Cnnadi~n his-

/ tory and "antiquities", but Iso :f the nteach­
Lng va.lue" of the materi[!l~ This latter point 
involves the cor.sideratio~ th t it is not only 
what we sccept, but how we arrange, enter and 
inscribe it, that ill bri~g the educative re-
su ts it ought to have. Consequently, the e 
points oueht ~lsOt I think, to ~e within the 
scope of the same COmMittee,- the ho e of cOlrse, 
subjeot to the General COMMittee. 

• This division rould allot the 
busir.ess questions to the businesA Sub-Committee . 

. and the educ tive to the educationa ; with the 
General Co~mittee as the clearing h use. The 
!1u8eum should now go harmoni usly for ard. 

~he sbove are merel my sugge -
tions. I do not dogMatize about then. 

Sincerely y urR 



THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 
REDPATH LrBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY 
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE 
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

MONTREAL 

GERHARD R . LOMER, M .A., PH .D . , 
LIBRARIAN December 10, 1924. 

Sir Arthur ~urrie, 
Principal, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

A meeting of the Committee of the cCord 
National Museum ~ill be held in the ~seum on 
Wednesday, December 17th, at five 0'01001:. 

As directed by the Committee at its last 
meeting, I am enclosing for your consideration memor­
anda on the folloiing: 

Univer~ity Pollcy 
Committee Membership 
Duties of A~Ristant Curator 
Regulatiens on Use of Material 

Will you be so good as to bring these to 
the ~eeting with any definite suggestions er alter­
ations that may seem necessary ? 

Fat thfu1l y yours, 

Enc. Secretary to Museum Committee. 

~~L~~r 
"1). 7J~ /'<-L ~ hJ. 

r 

Address rtply 10: 
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Goneral Cam _1 t tee 

!embers. 

me h-inci::.o.1 

Dr.C •• Colby 
of. Fryer 

11'" T. Gammel1 
.!r. .• .. S. Gl'1 sSCO 

• ·,'.D. iJ.ghthall 
Dr. G.R. JJ) .er 
Dr. Prancis ~cLoruum 

... f. 1:' . ' . 1.0 ha • 

Dr. A.G. Doughty 
Dr. Olarence cbstor 

secretary 

A~ 'nlstr t ivo ~ub-Co. ltteo. 

Dr. G... Lomel~ illli~~n • 
.. :r. F. Clevelo.u organ 
~~. A.P.S. Glas~co. 

Accessions Sub-Co~lttee. 
--------------------~-------llr. "7 •• Lighthall (Ch~~ ") 

£ • .J yer 
.ill'. l. Gru:mJ.ell. 



MoCORD UTIONAL lUSBUM. 

It is p roposed (l) to enlarge the Committee so 

as to include a number of gentlemen who mieht be 

interested in the work of the ~ ~useum, the Committee 

to be known as the General Committee and to be 

charged with general responsibility for the formulation 

of policies regarding exhibits and accessions and the 

administration of a ll funds devoted to aocessions. 

( 2 ) To establish an administrative sub committee 

(selected from the General Committee) which shall be 

charged with the administration of the building, 

exhibits, staff, and all funds other than those de-

voted to accessions. The librarian and bursar to ~ . o 
re spec ti vely 

ex-officio chairman and a member/of this committee, 

and the chairman to be the official in charge of the 

building. 

(3 ) To add a varying number of advisory members 

to the committee, such members to exercise purely 

advisory functions, not extending to attendance at 

meetings and ~oting. 



(4 ) The following membors are proposed: 

General CommIttee 

The Principal 

Dr. C. ~t .Colby V 
Prof. Fryer 

Chairman 

Mr. 1. Gammell ./ 
Yr. A.P.S.Glassco 
Mr. W.D.Llghthall 
Dr. G.S.Lomer 
Dr. Francis UcLennan / 
ltr. W. D. lIc Le nnan v J 
~r. F. Clevelan4 llorgan 
Mr. R. W.Reford v 
Prot. Ramsay TraquaIr 
lIr. C.A.de L.Harwood 
Ur. S. M. Baylls '; 
lIr. W. Pemberton Szn! th J 
Dr. Paul Villard V 

Advisgry Cgmmlttee 

Dr. A. G. Doughty 
Dr. Clarence Webster 

Agmlnistratlve Sub-cgmm1ttee 

Dr. G.R. Lomer, Cha1rman 
Mr. F. Cleveland l10rgan 
Ur. A.P.S.Glassco. 



Gen. Sir Arthur Currie. 
principal of UcGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir:-

In reply to yours of September 30th; 
~aking first your last paragraph, there will be no 
violent disagreement between the members. c---,. 

Secondly, regarding the Chairmanship, 
you might discuss that matter with Dr. Francis UCLennan. 
personally. I like the appointment of yourself. and it 
is only the other circumstances to which I object. 

Thirdly. regarding the source of my 
information about the Executive Committee, it is taken 
from the published report in the star of JUly 30th, 
which apparently all the other parties acceptf~ as a 
correot report. 

With regard to prof. Nobbs, the scheme 
of division was originated by him in the heretofore ex­
isting oommittee after incidents there of the character 
to which I have referred. At the meeting of June 25th, 
I found it placed before youfand Nobbs pushing it. What 
conclusion could I draw? 

I did not intend to attend the meeting 
on Friday afternoon beoause my presenoe might have been 
an embarrassment. I only wrote you what I had to say. 
beoause, on the advice of trusted friends, I felt that 
you ought to be apprised of the situation. I am not sur-
prised that you are~ much surprised~ at its contents, and~ 
you are perhaps mistaken about its tone. In any event. ~ 
no reflection upon yourself is intended, and if you are 
not aware that I filled the part concerned) in the MUseum) 
which I did, that is not surprising either, but it is 
oorrect all the same. 

Faithfully yours, 



September 30th, 1924. 

w. P. Llghthall, Esq., 
34 Royal lnsuranoe Building, 
Montreal. 

Dear Yr. Lighthall:-

Let me aoknowledge receipt 
of your letter of Sept •• ber 29th. '1 am ~ery ' 
muoh 8urprleed at its contents and tone. 

While the matters the~ein 
raiaed had much better be discussed at a meeting 
of the Museum Comm1ttee, I would like to make 
brief reference to one or two pOinta in order to 
free your mind from aome very ev~dent miaunder­
standing. !here Is a ~eetlng on Friday afternoon, 
to which 1 hope you.will oome, but I want you to 
OOme 1n a d1fferent frame of m1nd than what you 
must have been in wheD you wrote th1s letter. 

In the f1rst place, let me 
say that I have ne~er d1soussed ~useua affairs 
with Professor .obbs except at the moetlng of 
June Ztith. at Wh10h you were preaent and heard 
8verythl11B that was aald. It I remember r1ghtly 
Professor Nobbe objectod to the orsanlsatioD 
proposed, remarking that 1t was too elaborate. 
Appa.ent17. 708 and he are ot one .1~d In that 
Naar4 .• 

, In' your letter, you lay 
~hat "there ha. been aD exeoutive ot three appOinted, 
who, although not acquainted with suoh acce.sions 
or exhib1ts, or the arrange .. nt o~ 4evelopment ot 
.uob a .useua, are slven the exclus1ve charse ot 
the.e mattere". I do not know where 1n the world . 

• 



,.D.Lighthall.Esg •• - 2 -

you got this Intor.matlon. b t it la wrong in 
every partioular. There has been no oommittee 
ot three appointed to deal with these aatters 
ot acoesSions. eto •• and in taot I suggested 
at the oeetlng in June that there be suoh a 
oomm1ttee to deal with these very matters and 
that you be the Chairman ot it. No aotion In 
that regard has been taken sinoe the meeting. 

It is true that I put 
myself on the General CommIttee. becauae thls 
Is a Govt?J'1Iora.' 00l1li1 tlee ancl 1 hope4 that 'a7 
presence mlBbt ~e a help. oa all Unlveralty 
00 .. 1,t8es on whIch I serve 1 aot ae Chair .. n. 
1 have DO reoolleotion whatever of ever a8kIng 
you to be the ohairman ot the General Coamltt e • 
•• cause .1nae 1 have 00.. to ~Gil~ you h~Te 
•• ver be8n chail"llUl ot the 110001'4 ., • .,. 
00 .. 1tte8 and I had no reaSOD to suppose that 
you looked upon 10ur8el~ aa Chalrman ot the 
oo-.1ttee. 

Let •• 8ay tbat 1 aote4 
In aooordanoe with the suSsestl0.s contatned ia 
70ur letter of Jua. 26th -and Invtted the m8a 
therela mentioned to Joln the co .. ltt.e. All 
ot the. have aooepted. It would ba a ,reat »1t7 
it wa besan the S8a80n with a violent 41sasr.e­
ment ~tw.en the .. mbeI" tor whioh 1 oa. .ee 
DO Justitication. 

Yours taltht~lly. 

Pr1nolpal. 



Gen. S1r Arthur Ourr1e, 
KcG1ll University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:~ 

sept. 29th, 1924. 

Re uoOord MUseum. 

I f1nd,on my return from England, that 
arrangements have been made for the governance of the 
Museum of whioh I oannot, as representat1ve of Dr. 
ucOor4 and otherwise, entirely approTe. 

I am sure that you, personally, have 
aoted quite innooently in the composition of the new 
oommittee and sub-oommittee, but as I have always held 
suoh a responsible position in oonneotion w1th the matter 
from its inoeption, I was entitled to be the first oon­
sulted in the ohanges, the suggestions for whioh were 
first made to you beh1nd my baok, and the present arrange­
ment is one formed by oarrying out those unfriendly sug­
gestion., the origin of whioh is naturally well known tO~t ..... 

You are the person now named as Ohairman, 
and I have no personal objeotion to yourself whatever, 
but it is quite evident that the intention was to remove 
me, personally. from oontrol, or at least such mild oontrol 
as I was exercising in persuance of my duties. Dr. ~ooord 
not only intended that his MUseum should be donated to the 
University, but that it should be carried on, during at 
leaet his lifetime, on oertain prinoiples which he had me 
enunoiate for him at the inauguration, and it was at his 
~gent request that I undertook the Ohairmanship of the 
Oommittee. A little later Mr. Francis MoLennan was, by 
some acoident, substituted for me as Ohairman, but he imme­
diately recognized the situation by voluntarily having me 
apPOinted Ohairman of the Executive Oommittee. and in that 
oapaoity I was able to do something towards oarrying out 
Dr. MoOord's desires and the powers whioh he had reserved 
to h1mself in his deed of donation. 

Unfortunately, on the resignation of Mr. 
MO Lennan, Pro!. Nobbs, who knows nothing about the 5~ject:", 



.. 

and who for some reason on11 known to himself, told me, 
to m1 surprise, that he regarded me as his personal 
enemy, invented a soheme of dividing the Committees into 
permanent Sub-OOmmittees, and getting rid of me b1 that 
or any other meane. When he proposed his sohemes to 10u, 
it "ould have been onl1 fair to ssk me m! s140 of the 
~, but I suppose 10U thought 10U were doing a klndl), 
dlp10matlc act in not raising such a dlsousslon. I under­
stood. however. from 10ur letter of last June and other­
Wise. that there was to be onl, one undlvided commlttee, 
of which you asked me to be chairman. I am now surprised 
to learn that division of the Committee has taken place, 
and that there has been an execu~~I~of three appointed 
who. although not acquainted wit1fAloces!t~QIJS or exhibits, 
or the arrangements and developments o~useum. are glven 
the exolusive oharge of these matters, and J"~ W will 
mere11 beoome a member of a General Commit A hout al11 
powerS. 

!his is certainly not the treatment to whioh 
elther Dr. l{oCord or myself are entitled. I em sure that 
you will some d61 soon find the system unworkable, and 
10U will also have to recognize the true facts of its 
origin. 

aithtully 10urs, 

WDL/W. 



THE LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 
RED PATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA • LAW LIBRARY 
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE 
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOGY· BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D., 
LIBRARIAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MONTREAL 

October 1, 1924. 

McDord Jd....l.seum 

I enclooe for your aoproval or elteratton 
suggested agenda for the first meeting of the re­
org~nized McCord Museum Committee to be held at the 
Museum on Friday, October 3rd, at 4.:Z0 p.m. 

If there is no objection, Miss Muir might 
cring bp-fore the Committee the new material offered 
as a presentation or for 9~le, as she is familiar 
with these objects. 

Faithfully yours, 

-
Enc. University Librarian. 

AddreIl nply 10: 



THE LIBRARY OF McG ILL UNIVERSITY 
REDPATH LIBRARY - MEDICAL LIBRARY - BIBLIOTHECA OSLERIANA - LAW LIBRARY 
ROYAL VICTORIA COLLEGE LIBRARY - BLACKADER LIBRARY OF ARCHITECTURE 
EMMA SHEARER WOOD LIBRARY OF ORNITHOLOG Y - BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOWGY 

BAILLIE LIBRARY OF CHEMISTRY - TRAVELING LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D . , 
LIBRARIAN 

Col. W. Bovey, 

Principal's Office, 

MONTREAL 

Manitou South P.O.,Que., 

July 22, 1924. 

McCORD C,)MJ:-ITTEE 

MeGill University, Montreal. 

Dear Col. Bovey: 

In reply to your communication of the 11th. inst. which 

has just been fonmrded to me, regarding the McCord VOmmittee, will you 

be so good as to refer to my letter tofothe Principal dated over a jear 

ago, in which I asked to be released from service onthis Committee unless 

it were reorganised. At t he Principal's request I prepared a memorandum 

regarding the administration of the McCord Museum Building which was 

recently discussed. 

I shall be very grateful if the Principal will not 

insist on my being a member of the Committee unless there is a quite 

definite understanding as to what my duties would be. 

Faithfully yours, 

Address reply 10: 



McCORD NATIONAL UUSEUM. 

It is proposed (1) to enlarge the Committee so 

as to include a number of gentlemen who might be 

interested in the work of the Museum, the Committee 

to be known as the General Committee and to be 

charged with general responsibility for the formulation 

of policies regarding exhibits and accessions and the 

administration of all funds devoted to accessions. 

(2 ) To establish an administrative sub committee 

(selected from the General Committee) which shall be 

charged with the administration of the building, 

exhibits, staff, and all funds other than those de-

voted to accessions. The librarian a:Ad b"p&a,;p to be 
t\,~ ~ ... rs. T" ..l:!.A S pAC t 1"e ly 

ex-officio chairman and a member/of this committee, 
" 

and the chairman to be the official in charge of the 

building. 
(::.) 

(3) To add a varying number of advisory members 

to the committee, such members to exercise purely 

advisory functions, not extending to attendance at 

meetings and voting. 



(4 ) The following members are proposed: 

General Committee 
J'1Q.,""" ~.Q...n 

The Principal Chairman 

Dr. C.W.Colby 
Prof. Fryer 
Mr. I • Gammell 
Mr. A.?S.Glassco 
Mr. W.D.Lighthall : 

S e.c r~ h~"l Dr. G.~.Lomer 
Dr. Francis McLennan 
Mr. W.D. McLennan 
Mr. F. Cleveland Morgan 
Mr. R.W.Reford -
Prof. Ramsay Traquair 
Mr. C.A.de L.Harwood 
Mr. S. M. Baylis . 
Mr. W. Pemberton Smith 
Dr. Paul Villard 

Me",,:,lJer~ 
Advisory OommltteQ 

Dr. A. G. Doughty 
Dr. Clarence Webste~ 

Administrative Sub-oommittee 

/

Dr. G.R. Lomer, Chairman 
Mr. F. Cleveland Morgan 
Mr. A.P.S.Glassco. 

/ 

/1 
I 
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B. Administrative Sub-Committee 

Dr. G. R. Lamer, Chairman. 
F. Cleveland Morgan. 
A. P. S. G1asseo. 

b. Other business (except gifts ~nd uurehases). 

6. Report on gifts. (Miss Muir) 

? Mater ia1 offered for purchase. (Miss Muir) 



MEMORANDUM ON NEW COMMITTEES FOR 

McCORD NATIONAL MUSEUM. 

(Principal, Colonel Bovey and Libra.rian, June 13, 1924) 

I. EXHIBIT COMMITTEE --. 

(1) Principal (Chairman) 
(2) ChaIrman of the Administrative Committee 
(3) Chal.rIllan of the AcceSSions Committee 

11. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

( 1) F. C. Morgan (Chairman) 
( 2) Bursar 
( 3) Librarian 

Ill. ACCESSIONS COMMITTEE 

(1) W. D. L1ghthall (Chairman) 
(2) R. W. Reford 
(3) F. C. Morgan 
( 4) Ramsay Traquair 
( 5) P. E. Nobbs 

r 



LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

GERHARD R. LOMER. M . A .. PH . D .. 

LIBRARIAN 

MarcI. 13, 1923. 

A. .~. Glassco, E q., 
Bvr ar, 
:cGill University. 

Dea Mr. Glassco: 

For yo\..! r ir.fol'LJ.ation I am sendir~t you 
herewi tl. a ~o y of a letter to Dr. V. • Li~htl .. a 
to tller wi tr. a L~err.ora.r.dun: of a proposea. chan e ir.. 
tl .. e Con:....rni ttee of """rLe avid Ross ~cCord National 
l~.Ee~ ~~d sUgbested re~ulations re~ rdir t~e use 
of ateria. I am sending tr.is to r. LightrLall, 
wl ... o loo. j\ctir:g C.b.aiman in the absence of ::lr. Francis 
l:cLer..nan, T.l.o is at present in Italy. TrLe present 

i e~lJtive Co littee, '.r.ich the ':I..:Cord Cor.JIr.ittee I 

a ~ointed last june, is, as I understand it, really 
an .... er eney comm1tte 0 act when it is impossible 
t 5 t v~·l .. er rrleIJbers of the Cccm.:.i ttee, ar.d is no t 
to 1:e re€.&r ad RS hav in ~ov:·ers when the other 
COILli.i ttee caneet. am not sv-re t r.owever, that 
~r. I,igl .. th ir.+ rpre+El its functions in tr .. is wa.y. 

r shall be glad to call at :y our office 
end ~ Jain r:y reasOrlS for an of tl .. e su r6stions 
I have lilade or to send c opie s of the err..orandv.Ir! to 
+1. riI4c ipal , Dr. Francis ..,~cLenr .. an, or other nem.·ocrs 
of tr ... e Committee sho1..o.1d you ~hink it deairable. 

Faitl fully yourt:), 

Er .. c. lJniver~l. t.y LibrarloEl..ll. 



COpy 

W. D. L1ghthall, ~sq. t LL.D •• K.C., 
Acting Chairman, 
Dav1d Ross ~Cord National useum, 
McGill university. 

Dear Dr. Lighthall: 

As a ember of the Comai ttee of the 
David Rose cCord .ational Museum it las ocourred 
to me that there might possibly be aome advantage 
to be gained by rnwing a sharper line between 
the functions of t le Committee whic 1 are concern­
ed with acaeSSlons to the 'useum and those which 
deal with purelY ad inistratlve matters. 

I Sll! that' fore encloaing a. tentative 
~ary of my SU~5 stions, wlich m~ possibly 
serve for a b sis of discussion if it seems desir­
able to give tIll. .m tter f'urt lar canal-deration. 

I SIn also €l!lclo8ing the memorandum of 
proposed regulations rega.rding the use of the 
material ill the seum hl.oh I wa.8 requested to 
prepare by t e Con i ttee at its last meeting. 

I am sending a oOPY of both of these 
memor811da to • Gla.ssco. 

Fai thfully yours, 

Enc. University Libra.rian. 



DAVID ROSa cCORD NATIONAL USEUM 
-=----====---====-::;;==== 

I'l'TEES 

(Prepar~d by Dr. G. R. Lomer. Marc 1 13, 1923) 

I The present Cozmnlttee consists of Dr. rancis cLennan, 
C.uairman, Dr. I. D. 1i 1 thall, r. F. OJ. vel n organ, 
r. I. I. Reford, Professor Peruy E. hobbs, Professor 

Ramsay Traquair, ' nu Dr. U. R. Lomer. 

Of the above tJ.~ 
at ~tB meeting on 
mi ttee dvrin t.t.e 
it prov d . pOBsi 
mittee during tIle 
Clevel nd organ, 

ollowing were a;ppo~l1ted uy t lis Committee. 
June 9, 1922, to aut as an executive com­
absence of Dr. Pi'ane is cLerman, in case 
le to ~ 11 meeting of th whole Com­
summer: Dr. • D. L1ghthal.l, r. F. 
nd rrofes~or Poray~. ob 8. 

11 It is suggested that t le members of t Hl COIIJlI1 ttee. together 
with suoh others as it may seem advisable to add to their 
number t be divided into (l) an . ~ecutive Committee; (2) ,n 
Acc eSSl.ons Committee; (3) and an dIllinistrative COl'.llr!l1 ttee ; 
and that the Secretary of tle seUIO. act as aeuretary to 
each of the c omm1 ttees but shall not have a vote on any 
of them. 
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III EXECUTIVE CO ITTEE: 

1. The membership of this committee s all con­
sist of the Principal, a chairman, and one member 
from eaoh ot: the undernoted cormnittees. 

2. Its dutie s shall be the following: 

(a) The fon ulation of a general policy re­
garding tl16 management of the useum 

d its relation to otler collections 
in tL Unive sity an elsewhere. 

( b) It S lull decid upon matters rel'erred 
to it by tle undernoted committees. 

(c) It shall m.eet regularly f our times a 
year and/or .. old a specl.al meeting at 
the call vf the Cll l.rr.aan. 

(d) It shall reCOllll end to the Governors, on 
the Buggestion of the Accessions and 
A inistrative Co i+tees, or at its own 
discretioll, any change in tIe constitut­
ion of the t lree committees or the 
apPointment of additional members. 

(e) It ala1l make an annual report to the 
Governors regarding the work and condit­
ion of the Muee'Ulll. 

(f) It shall l'eoeive annually from the 
Aocessions and Administrative Committees 
their finanoial reports for the year and 
sh 11 include t em in their own report 
to be transmitted to the Governors. 
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IV ACCESSIONS COMMITTEE: 

1. The members.tJ.l.p of tlis oommittee sliall con­
sist of a c lair.roan and a sufficient number of 
members to ke expert opinion available ul>0n the 
chief kinds of material (documents, pa l.l1tings, 
portraits, Indian I'alics, h8J1uicrafts, coins and 
medals, furniture and househClld uten.sils, arms 
and armour, books, etc.) l11ioh tHe 'useum recel.ves 
or may expect to receive. 

2. TIwse speoialiet~ do not all need to be resi­
dents of Montreal but should be ava ilable for con­
sultat10n. 

3. The majority shall always ue members of the 
Un1versi ty. 

1+. Tb.eir duties shall be: 

(a.) '1'0 see that the Secretary promptlY acknow­
ledges receipt of material on a form stating 
that it will be submitted at the next meet­
ing of the Acoessions Committee. 

(b) To accept or reject all material offered to 
the Museum el.tler as a l.ft or for sale. 

(0) To see that the Seoretary, without delay. 
either returns unsuitable material with an 
appropriate letter, or reports the favour­
able decision of the Committee with an ex­
pression of thanks for the donation, or ob­
tains the C.hainnan· s Signature of approval 
to tiLe bill r~ndered for objects purc lased. 

(d) To attempt, el.tler in person or by correspond­
enoe, to keep in touch ith ava.ilable sources 
of material for the increase of the collect­
ion. 

(e) To see that with each object purchased or 
a.ccepted as a donation authentic infoI'llle.tion 
as to ident1fication, source, history, and 
donor 1s supplied and is pro )erlY entered 
in the accession book and tnat as much of 
t.tlis information as may be adVisable is typed 
upon proper labels. 
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5. THis Committee swall control all tunds avail­
able for purchases but s.l.all not control unds for 
sala.ries nd supplies or the a.~nterance and extens­
ion of' the building. 

6. It Blall report to the ecutive Committee each 
year, for tra.r. Bm1es~on to tILe El.nance C mDli ttee t a 
state ent 0 its disposal of i ts 1~unds d ring that 
period and of donations received. 
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V AD.MINISTRATIVE CO. iaUTTEE: 

1. The membership 0 f this committee s mll c on­
sist of a cl airman and two other embers. 

2. The purpose of this COflJll ittee is to supervise 
and control t18 administration of tle building, and 
the Chairman shall be regarded as tle offioial in 
charge of tle building acoording to tne general 
University plan for such control. 

3. Tl.l.e c OIllI!li ttee s all lava oontrol of the staff 
of the uaeum and S lall determine hours, vacations t 
salaries. and w es. 

If.. li{H' cOllJllli ttee shall hold re&rular meetings, but 
may in the interval delegate its duties to the Chair­
man. 

5. The oOIIlUlittee will be in direct communication 
with the Bursar's Office and with the Power House 
regarding matters ooncerning finances within ita 
jurisdiction or the lighting, heating, and repair­
ing of the building. 

6. The committee s lall have oontrol of the funds 
other than those under the j risdiotion of the 
Acoessions Committee as noted in IV.5. 

7. It shall report to the :xeot1tive Committee t for 
transmission to the '!4'inance Committee of the Governors t 
its reoommendations regarding the funds neoessary for 
eaoh year as distinct from the funds available for pur­
chases. 
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VI The duties of the Secretary shall be t e following: 

1. (a.) To send out notices of committee meetings. 

(b) To keep the minutes of the ecutive 
Committee, the Accessions Committee, 
nd the Administrative Committee. 

2. She shall have no vote on allY of the committees 
nor sha.ll she express her · opinion on matters beror 
the committees unless referred to. 

3. To nswer all correspondenoe that does not need 
to be referred to any of the committees and to keep 
suoh le ters suitably filed it c rbon copies of 
l:er re lies. 

~. To reoeive and bring before t!e Acceas10ns 
Committee at its next meetin all material offered 

s a gift, loan, or for sale. (See rV.~.a). 

5. To returll, wi ,hau t dela.Y, Wl th a sui ta le letter t 
mat riaJ. rejected by the ACcessl.ons Committee. 

6. To acknowledge with thanks, on all engraved form 
similar to that sed by the Library and tJ.8 Redpath 
usev.m, all presentations to the seum. 

7. To obt in tne signature of t 8 Chairmall of the 
Accessions C ittee approving all bl.lls rendered 
for objects purc lased by that Committee before for­
warding these bills to tle Bursar for payment. 

8. Ej"lls 61.a11 be forw rded to the .Bursar by the 
15th of each month , so that they may be included in 
the monthly stateL1ent. 

9. A statement of any expenditures approved by the 
Committee for J ich a bill has not yet been reoel.ved 
sha.ll be presented at the 6 ne time as "orders out­
standing.-

10. To keep an aocession book in which she shall 
enter for each object alreadY in the . seum and for 
all future donations or purch ses authentio inform-
tion as to identification, 601..1rOe, history, donor, 

and value. (See IV.~.e). 

11. To have typed suitable labe16 giving a summary 
of this information. 
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12. She shall, under the 5\.lpervlsion of the 
Cl a irman of tne Adr"inistrative Committee, have 
cha.rge of t.e office and exhibition rooms of 
the useum. 

13. To arr ge for: the displaYt stor et and 
preservation of the material under the direction 
of the .wl inl.strative COIlll'I.;ittee. 

14. To keep a requis1tl.on book cnd to have a.ll 
orders for supplies si ~ed by the Chairman of the 
Adli inistrative Co' i ttee. 

15. 1'0 refer to tue Administrative COmIni ttee all 
questions concerning tl e istri ution of work. hours t 
vacations, an salaries of her assistants and herself. 
and to ma.ke no rra.n.gements regarding tlese with any 
other official of the Univ rsity without the approval 
of this Committee. 

16. To keep a register of visltors and to report 
their number a.t each. meeting of the Administrative 
Committee. 

11. To see that the approved regulations regarding 
t.he handling. exe.min ~tion, or copying of iuseum mater­
ial are observ d. (See VIII). 
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VII The duties of the Janitor shall be the following: 

( emoranda to be suppl~ed by • liurrell) 



VIII 
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~EGULATIO S ON THE USE OF T.l!."'R IAL IN THE USBUl4: 

1. terial kept in cases shall be regarded s not 
available for r mov 1 frOll} the oas '8 f r insp"ction 
and study without a written app_icat on on a p""escrib-
ed form sign d by 10 Iu mb re of t e '0 ittees. The 
application must g~v t a name ~~ a dr~ss of tle 
applican t. tu lila. t 1'l.6.1 to e ~1 tHl. ,no. a efini te 
statement of the reason for l.Le app ication. 

2. (On 0 tHe ollowing uet lods to be uee ided on): 

(a.) < ery applioa.tion • '-let e 11 de t least t 0 
days b f()l·e the material ie l'dqui 'ed. The 
form a • .l.a11 be 1 ft rith t.Le Secretaxy ,who 
will obtain iille nee.ss ry signatures. 

or 

(b) 'the app11c nt sh 11 ~n person present the 
form for sijJl'laturtt to any two members of 
tne comml.tteea. 

3. the pplication form shall 'ontaill. for the in­
forma.tion of zneznb 1'8 of t.l .. e c O!!l! i tt es, a eriss of 
symbols indicat.ln' the reI tive value of aterial in 
some such SCl em s t le f(lllo /ling: 

F = Too fra 11e for rar oval. 
D::: plicate; may be use • 
o ::: Ordinary; of not !.Juch v (,lue • 
., ;:;; Unique. 
• Too v _uable for ordinary ex ination. 

The Secr tary ill ark on ea.ch apl)11cation t be­
fore it 18 signed , thu approprl te s~ bol from the 

bove classif1c tlon for t e infol'l.aation of the llembers 
of the committees. 

1+. He del'S I ay not rite upon t d age, turn own the 
leavea. or aka any mark whatsoevar upon any book. rnanu­
sc ript t or lll8.p b longing to t.Le .::.l.t£:!eu , nor S .Lall they 
in a.ny ~ 1 tar tl e .}on it on of other me.tel'ial I"h101-1 
they may be exaruinin • 

,. The el'a.sure of' any mark or r tine> on any book, manu­
script. or map i. strictly prohi lted. 

6. 0 copy or tracing sha.ll be a1lol,ved to be made wl th-
out permission to that effect being eta.ted on the appli­
ca.t.ion. 
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7. 0 plotograplS shall be made at any objects witnout 
permission stat d on tle application. 

8. 11 seurn ID terisl ~oncerned ~n ny applic tion 
m st e sed ~n tne presence of' the Secretary, or one 
of 1 er assi stants. or a member of tHe c 0l1lIl i ttee • 

9. It S 1 Ll be ith~n tepa er of tle Administrative 
Go 1ttee to d cide. if necessary, t! t aterial may be 
examined only on spec ified days 0 r at spec ir~ied iours. 

10. The Secretary or one of her assistants shs.ll see 
that material removed froID. cases is returned inta.ct and 
properlY locked in after eX8' ination. 

11. Applica.tions shall be kept on file after being pre­
sented and s la1l no t be returned to pplicants. Th.e per­
mit refers in general to one specific occasion and new 
applications In s be made out for tIe use of other mater­
ial or the S{1ue atsrial a.t other imes, except when one 
examination is r.tot suffic~ent to complete the work and 
the same materi 1 is required on vonsecutive d ye by the 
same applioant. 



General Sir Arthur currie, 
prinoipal, 

l{oGill Uni versi ty , 
City. 

Dear prinoipal:- Re MoCord Museum. 

I take it that at yesterday's committee ~ 
Meeting, it was agreed and deoided: (a) that the Committee ~ JV~ 
is not to be merged in the University Library; (b) that the 
interests involved do not justify dividing the present 
Committee into three as proposed, but that the finanoial 
part of the work, supervision of staff, and ·care of the 
buildings, can be done by a subcommittee; (0) that Dr. Lomer 
should be asked to head suoh a suboommittee; (d) that the 
Committee be reorganized and enlarged. It certainly needs 
these processes. 

As present Chairman of the Exeoutive, I 
suggest the following names, in pursuanoe of your invitation 
to do so: 

~l. Franois McLennan (if he will bave his name on as 
a Committee }!ember). 

2. W. D. McLennaa • 
. v/ 3. R. W. Reford. 
\../'" 4. F. Cleveland uorgan (representing Museum interest!). 

5. Dr. G. Lomer (representing the Library). ~ 
6. Prof. Fryer. ~~'v 
7. prof. Basil Williams. 

\./ 8~ Prof. R. Traquair (representing Arch! tecture). 
9 • .1-~ Gammell. 1-

10. Dr. C. W. Colby. i " 
~ 11. w. D. L!ghtha1l (representing Dr. l{cCord, etc.). 

r And as advisory members: Dr. A. G. Doughty (ottawa), and 
Dr. Clarence Webster (Shediac, N.B.). 

other names, if thought desirable to have so 
large a body, are: C.A.de LotbiniererHarwood, K.C., samuel M. 
Bay1is, w. Pemberton. smith, Professor Vi11ard. I find it 
difficult to piok out any Frenoh antiquarian who is not more 
interested in rival interests. 

I make this list entirely as a suggestion. 
Faithfully yours, 

\ \:'-%~ k¥-~ 



I). 
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Dr. G. R. Lomer, 
Lac Yanltou South r.O., 
~ueboe. 

dear Gerhards-

July 30th, 1924. 

'any thanks £0 r your prompt reply 
regarding the ~oCord Committee. 

The Prinoipal quito unde~8tand8 
the d1£f1eult;r in hieh you find yourself and I think 
you will agree that the rasolut on ~s fi slly passed 
by tle Governors. 11 ivc you ~11 t~e P Nar that ¥ou 
nsed. \7h1Je the rosolution does not actually follow 
the forn of' the POl':".os ls you put forth, you will 
note that the Ad~inlstratlve sub-aonmltte has oomplete 
charge ot,all rdministratlon, funds, n~, tenarally 
speaking. everything which you .ish oontrolled by the . 
Committee. You 111 note, also, that while you are 
Seoretary ot the General Oo~1ttae. of whioH the 
Pr:r.c1pal ls Oh irm Il, t· ... e Administrative oub-oommlttee 
has been selected by the Governors an ls not named by 
the General Commltte .nd"consists of those members 
whom y'ou reQo~m8nded with yourself 3S Chairman. I 
do not think thore 1s any oonoe1vabli3 way 111 whioh an~ 
person oould interfere with your oontrol over the 
admlnlstratlon under thie resolution as passed. 

Yours faithfully • 

W11tr14 Bove~. 



w. D. Lightha11"Esq •• 
2 P1,ce d t Arlle8. 
lIontreal. 

July llth.l924. 

ActIng on the sUS8estlona 
contslned in your latter ot June 26th, I ha •• 
wrltten all the gentlemen suggested b7 you, 
including Xr. Bay11s8, IIr. Barwood, Kz. Smith 
and ¥rotes80r Villar4, asking it thay w111 ). 
willing to BerTe on the Committee. 

Yours :t'aith:t'ully. 

Principal. 
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July 30th, 1924. 

Oolbyo 

Dear Dr. Colby:-

I ... ver.. glad to 19 r that 
you ill be .ble to et a m b r of th ·cOo d useu 
Oom.l tt • and ~ sure that ah 1.1 ha a. great Q.oal 
of as is nnoe ~ro~ you. 

o faithfully. , 



REMINGTON -NOISELESS TYPEWRITER CORPOHATION 

374 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 

c. w . COLBY 

CHAI RM AN 

JuJ..Y 23, 1924 . 

Sir Artl1.ur / . Currie, G.C ... G., K.C.B., 
Principal, :.rcGill Uni versi ty, 

.. ontreal. 

Dear Sir Artnur: 

Your letter of July lOth P2.S only tflis 
morning reached me . . 

I should be very glBd to act as a member 
of the commi ttee of the T,:cCord. rational :r.:useu..'n, and 
e7.:pe c t that it wil.l be l)Ossi b1e for me, after October 
1st , to devote a good dec.1 of attention to Canadian 
history. I fully expect to be in .... :ontree.1 for t170 -
thirds of the time fron the 1c.tter part of tne autu~~. 

Yours 



July 18th, 1924. 

Dr. Franc1e o Lennan , 
Lorettevl11e, Que. 

Dear Dr. oLennan:-

Th nk you ery much for your 
letter o~ the 15th instant re the aCor useum 
Committee. 

Some members of the Committee 
are servluS in an advisory capacity only. P~rha 
you would prefer to have your nam shewn in this 
'ay. I should, however. be sorry not to have you 

oonnected iith the Co itte. 

Yours faithfully, 

• 





Dr; J. C. ebster, 
Shedlac, N. B. 

Dear Dr. Webster:-

July' 18th, 1924 0 

1 am very glad to hear that you 

will" be able to serve on the lIcCord useum COmI!llttee. 

It will eive us great pleasure to have you co-operating 

.1th us. 

Also to Mr. Baylis 
Mr. Gammell 

Yours ~nithfully, 



CH .. IRM"N, BR/G.-GEN. E. A. CRU/KSHANK. LL.D .• F.R.S.C .. OTT .. W ... ONT. 

J. H. COYNE. M.A .• LL.D .• F.R.S.C .. ST. THO ...... ONT. 

J. PLIMSOLL EDWARDS. H .. LIP'''''. N.S. 

J. B. HARK/N. OTT .. W ... ONT. 

H/S HONOUR F. W. HOWAY. LL.B .. NEW WESTMINSTER. B.C. 

BENJAMIN SULTE. LL.D •• L/TT.D .. F.R.S.C •• OTT"W". ONT. 

J. CLARENCE WEBSTER. B.A .. M.D .. ED/N .. £re .• SHIlDI .. C, N.B. 
CANADA 

ADDRESS COMMUNICATIONS 

TO THE SECRETARY 

ARTHUR A. PINARD 
CANADIAN NATiONAL PARKS BRANCH 

DEPARTMENT OF THE /NTER/OR 

OTTAWA. ONT. 

HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA 

Sir Arthur Currie,G.C.M.G.,K.C.B., 

MCGill University, 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

' " 

Shediac,N.B. , 
July 15, 192)L 

I am much honoured by your kind invitation to act in advisory 

capacity in connection with the McCord Museum. 

I shall be very glad to do what I can to a3B~st in the development of this most 

important department of your University. 

I have for some time been in close touch with Miss Muir and with Dr Lighthall 

and am quite familiar with the treasures of the Museum. 

I trust that they will ~radually become well-known to the entire University 

and so lead to a keener interest in Canadian history. 

Yours faithfully, 



Dr. A. G. Doughty, 
Deputy .1in1ater. 
Publio Arohlves o~ Canada. 
Ottawa,Out. 

Dear Dr. DouehtYl-

,July 17th. 1924. 

I am very glad to hear that 

you w11l be able to serve on the ~oOord ~u8eua 

Comm1ttee. It w1ll give U8 great pleaaure to 

have you co-operating with us. 

Youra ~alth~ully. 



DEPUTY MINrSTE~'S C":::FICE 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 

OF CANADA 

Ottawa July 12 1924. 

Dear Sir Arthl1.r Currie, 

It will give me great pleasure to serve 

as a member of the Advisory CO l,Imi ttee of the r' cCord 

National Museum,and to further in every way possible 

the interests of the insti tution. If a few days notice ~ 

~)' "";1' bp given to l'1e I have no doubt that I shall 

be able to attend occasionally. 

I am sending you today two publications 

just completed by this department which will be of 

considerable intere st to students of )p.s tory at ~.rcGill. 

The Voyages of Cartier represent twenty years work and 

it is the only accurate text which has been published. 

You will also find consi<1erable interest in the printed 

collection of the Durham papers presented to Canada 

while I was in England las~ year. 

Yours truly, 

~:J~-
Deputy j.~inister 

Sir Arthur Currie,G.C.~ .G. 
ucGill University 

1110ntreal 



CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS 

A . J . REID, R .C. , 
LEGAL DEPARTM E N T-CEN T RA L REG I ON 

R EGIONAL COUN8RL. 

J. P. P R A T T , 
TORos'ro. 

ASRl STA ST REOIOSA L COlTN'8BL. MONTREAL, 
TOHONTO. 

A. E. B E CKE TT. K.C., 
C . A . H AR,\\·OOD. R .C. , 

SOLICITORS. P R O VINCE 0 .. QUKBBC 

REF E R TO 

Sir rthur .• Currie" G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McG ill Uni vers i ty , 
Montreal, P • • 

Dear Sir ~rthur:-

ugust 23, 1924. 

Referring to your letter of 12th ultimo, addressed to .~. 

C •• deLotbiniere Harlood, in reference to the MoCord National 

Museum ith the ish that I1r . Har ood become a me.ber of the 

Committee. 

I regret that your let ter above referred to, \7as mislaid 

and I now hasten to write you and advise that Mr .Harwood is 

at present on his vacation and ill not return before the 5th 

or 6th of September, hen I shall place your oommunication 

before him for his consideration . 

truly , 



HIGH SCHOOL OF MONTREAL 

719 UNIVERSITY STREET 

MONTREAL 

I. GAMMELL, B.A., RECTOR. «-4 (7 # /f2q 

/ 

X£; I'};trU-L ~ r:~ ~C'711'l' kL8 

/[~J:; &~ / 
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J/u ,! T If ~ ~r: cc-:~~ f ~ 4Z~Yv[ 
Jf~~;;~ u~L 7~~) 
/biLJ /-e.J ~V-C~. 
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J 7. Vendom. Avenlle, 

July. 15th. 1924. 

Sir Arthur "I. Currie, G.C.I.G., K.C.B. 
Princip~l qnd Vice Chancellor 

Mc Gill Unive~sity. 

:Jear Sir Artllur, 

Your letter dated July 12th. duly received. 

In '1.nswer permit me to say th3.t I shall be e;reatly :pleased 

to serve as a wembcr on the Cormni ttee of the Mc Cord 

~ational Museum and give any possible assi~tance in that 

capacity. 



PEMBERTON SMITH W . J. THISTLETHWAITE, JR . 

CABLE ADDRESS 

PEMSMITH," MONTREAL 

TELEPHONE MAIN 2440 POL I CIES ISSUED EITHER 

IN FRENCH OR ENGLISH 

SUBJECT 

PEMBERTON SMITH & CO., LIMITED 
GENERAL INSURANCE 

FIRE. MARINE. BcC .. BcC. 
LOANS ON MORTGAGES 

',{cCord National !fuseum 
OFFICE: 5088< 509 BANK OF TORONTO BUILDING 

260 ST, JAMES STREET 

MONTREAL. CANADA 

~Tuly 15th . 1924 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G . C . ll . ~ . K. C. B. Principal, 
IfcGill University, .ront r oal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I woul d be very pleased,.and honoured , 
.... \ 

to be on the Committee, and to give the llusenm a l l the 

aSSistance I possibl y can in vhe future . 

~ith kind regards . 

elieve me , 

Yc~r faithfully, --



- e ...... _ ('O'r 

JiJ l'tl '".- ... 

..o..Iitte~ c ... 

20,HOSPITAL STREET, 

MONTREAL. 

rt' Jr' , 
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Sir 1 "._,1. 'r. '.!rr1., ~.'''' ._ .• w., Tr • • ~., 
1 i.L: .. c l_Al.l) 
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HE RY- MORGAN-&-CO -UMITED 
COLONIAL-HOUSE 

MONTREAL 

EXECUT IVE -OFFICES :u y 4- 92 . • 

~i ... rtnur urrie,'J . c •...• G. ;~ . C . 3 . L ...... !.!., 
Pr·ncip .... , 
_c'}i 1 0niv~r6ity, 
5 5 Sht;;rbroo1~e st . "I . , 
.. :S;; J.-:;~i1J..1; 

e_r Si r rt hu :-

I ~'li b ~ 

" a ... .;mbc:: r 
re in 
... useun 

COIll':li t t e aE '! u s u;:ecst . 

as 

:.~r . Gl a co t ola me of thtl s u.;.:west d 
c m:U~bea ':' d Commi t.te s, but I t ;lini{ 
:t 1~ 1i se t o leave -~tters as th y 
are ~ or t he present • 

. , , . 



H. M. Little, B. A., M. D., Pr~J;d~nt 
H. M. Lamb, M. Sc., Hon. T"6aJU,.~r 
J. W. Jeakins, B. A., Hon. SlCreta,., 

THE GRADUATES' SOCIETY OF 

.fflc~ill 1Ainibtr~it!' 

W. D. :\.1cLennan, B. Arch., Extlutil,IL SUrd",., 

McGill Unh·ersity, Montreal 

Phone Uptown 592.0 

Montreal, July 11th, 1~24. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 
McGil1 Uni ve rs ity. 

DeB r Sir. Arthur:-

I am in receipt of your letter of July ~th. 

I shall be very glad to se rve on the Commi tte e of the McCord 

National Museum, and will do my best to carry out whatever 

duties are assigned to me. 

Yours very truly. 

WDMcL/DP. 



Dr. G. R. Lomer, 
Librarian. 
McGill University. 

Dear Dr. Lomer:-

July 11th. 1924. 

At a recent meeting o~ th~ 
Committee ot the UCCord National .us.um It was 
deoided that It would be desIrable to enlarge 
the CommIttee in order to increase the number ot 
persons directly interested In the undertakIng. 

I would be very glad It you 
would beoome a member ot the CommIttee and would 
greatly appreci-ate any assistance you can gIve 
in thIs capacIty. 

lours talthtully. 

PrincIpal. 



w. D. cLennan, Esq., 
Secretary, Graduates' Society. 
McGill Universityo 

Dear r. lIe Lennan :--

July 9th, 1924. 

At a recent neeting o~ the 
Committee of the UcCord National Uuseum it was 
decided that it would be desirable to enlarge 
the Committee in order to increase the number of 
~ersonB directly interested in the undertaking. 

I shall obe very glad if you 
would become a member of the Committee and would 
greatly appreoiate any assistance you could give 
in this oapaoity. 

Yours ~althfully. 



• • 

Dr. Francls cLennan, 
86 Notre Dame St. West, 
ontreal. 

Dear Dr. UcLennan:-

July 9th, 1924 • 

At a recent meeting of the Committee 
ot the cCord atlonal Museum it was decided that it 
WOUld, be desirable to enlarge the Committee 1n order 
to increase the number ot persons direotly interested 
in the undertaking. 

While I regret very much that you 
do not find yourself able to remain on the Committee 
as Chairman, I trust that you will be willing to remain 
as a member. 

Yours fa1thfully, 

Principal. 



July.10th. 1924. 

Dr. C. • Colby. 
5GO Pine Avenue West. 
lJontreal. 

Dear Dr. Colby:-

Committee of' the 
deolded that it 
the Committee in 
persons direotly 

At a recent meeting Of the 
oCord ~at1onal ~useum it was 

ould be desirable to enlarge 
order to increaSE) the number of 
interested in the undertaking. 

I "ould be very glad if you 
would become a member of the Cocmittee and would 
sreatly appreoiate any a sistanoo you oan give . 
in th1s capaoity. 

Yours fa1thfull 0 

Principal. 



July lOth,l924. 

Cleveland organ, Esq., 
c/o. Henry Uorg n & Co., 
Phl11lps Square Q 

ontreal. 

Dear 're Uorgan:-

CommIttee ot the 
deoided that it 
the Committee in 
persons direotly 

At a reoent ~eetlng ot the 
oCord ational use it was 

ould be deslrabl to enlarce 
order to increase the number ot 
intere ted in the undertaking. 

1 ould be very glad it yo 
Quld romain as a momber of the 00 itteo for 

th ooming year. 

Yourn faithfully. 

Principal. 

• 



Dr. Clarence Webster. 
Shediac, n. B. 

Dear Dr. Webs ter.-

• 

July lOth.1924. 

At a recent meeting of the 
Committee of the cCord National .Juseum it was • decided that it. would be desirable to enlarge 
the Committee in ordor to increase the number of 
persons directly int~rested In the undertakIng. 
It was also decided to add a few advisory members, 
w~o. altho~gh not being required to attend 
Committee meetings. might be willIng to give their 
assistance and advice from time to time. 

I shall be very glad if you 
wIll serye as one of these advisory members and 
shall very muoh appreoiate any assistance which 
you may be able to give the instItution. 

Yours faithfully, 

Pri?-clpal. 



R. W. Retord, Esq., 
300 Drummond Street, 
Uontreal. 

Dear Kr. Retord:-

July 9th, 1924. 

At a recent meeting ot the 
OommIttee ot the oCord Rational Kuaeum it waa 
deoided that it would be desirable to enlarge 
the OommIttee in order to lncreae. the number o~ 
perlona dIrectly interes~e4 in the undertaking. 

• I would be yery glad 1t you 
would remain aa a member ot the Oommittee tor 
the coming year. 

Yours faithtully. 



• 

• 

Dr. A. G. Doughty, 
Dominion Arch1ves. 
Ottawa,Ont. 

Dear Dr. Doughty:-

July 9th, 1924. 

, 

At a reoent· meeting of the 
Comml ttee ot the ltoCord .1·ational lIuseum 1. t was 
deoided that it would be desirable to enlarge 
the Committee in order to increase the number ot 
persons direotly interested in the undertaking. 

It was also deoided to add a 
tew advisory members, wh~. although not being 
required to attend Committee ~eetlng8, might be 
willing to give their assistance and advice from 
time to time. I shall be very glad if you will 
serve as one of these advisory members and shall 
very muoh appreolate any assistance which you may 
be able to give the institution. 

Yours faithtully. 

Prinoipal • 

to 



July 12th, 1924. 

C.A. de Lotblnlere Barwood, Esq., 
95 YoGill Street, 
'on treal. 

Dear ~r. Harwood:-

At a reoent meeting of the 
Committee o~ the UoCord National Uuseum it was 
deoided that it would be desirable to enlarge 
the Committee in order to inorease the number of 
per/sons direotly interested in the undertakIng. 

I would be vory glad if you 
would beoome a member ot the Committee and would 
greatly appreciate any assistanoe you oan give 
in this oapacity. 

Yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal. • 



Dr. .re R .. Lomer, 
Redpa.th Library, 
cGill University. 

Dear Dr. Lomer:-

Dovember 10th, 1923. 

~he Principa.l ha.s asked me to 
ackno ledge your letter ot November 9th re 
oommittee ot the David Ross cCord national 
~useum. 

Before accoding 0 your request 
he ould like to ta.lk tho matter over Ith you. 
lould Thursd y ~ornlng at ten o'clock be oon­
venlontfor you? 

Your faithfully, 

Principal's Secreta.ry. 



LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A. , PH. D., 

LIBRARIAN 

~l .. e rL.c i "'aJ. , 
:~- 311::' T :c.iversi ty. 

rear Sir Art~ur:-

1 ovembe r 9tr ... 
1 9 2 3. 

I 8.I..a11 be ra tefu:'" if 
I !~~ • LQve your pel'"'~lSSl.on "to wi i .. -
draw froI1. re corr.n:.· ttee 0 he 
T)avic' Poss M~Cord Natlonfil lfuueur • 
Tr.1S req~est ~pl~~Q no crl.ticl.su 

f ~r .. y sort but l.S due to my fee1-
in tJ: t rry 1"1"ce "n tl., e" itte~ 
'" 0 .ld be Lt. cr. _.~ re ~ ~ef't...lly flll d 
by .., ()n:...,one witl ... an au hori ative 
h .0,,:1e - :e of Canadiar: His1iory. 

car.not help f eling 
tLat Y:r.:Ft the Mv..::eur needs above al.l 
else is a ~ rator wi tI.I. authority, 

ssi s"ted by an Ace e ssi ons CO!"JI. ttee. 
Tte ideal err n ement wc.ul~ be tI.l.e 
a .k-'Tlc·r.t ent of such a eurntol h 
,' ..... 1 alse. be tue 1e..;+.urer o~ C l1a­
di!:. Fi ... tory i~ the Fac1.l1t of Arts. 
I l ... i:!:k it I i ht be easy to fin 
SlJer ... a cozr.bl:!:atlon vi tl .. ou+, gOl.! L 
o~tside ~~e ~iversity. 

::'P. i tLft::.lly yOl rs , 

Ur!i ve !'Sl. ty 1.::. b l a. rlall. 

GRIt 3-



TIl3 DllVID .O,:,S lcCORD llATIOl1AL .IDSW 
OF cGILL UNIVERSITY. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

INFOR ~IJ OPENIll • 

Mr.ErLmcipal Governors;· 
Ladies & Gentlemen. 

The generous donor of this collection has desired 

that its opening be short and informal. He hi self is not in quit 

good enough health to attend. As Convener of the .fu.seu.m Comrni ttee, 

I am,therefore, to simply hand over the collection as it stands, 

hastily and imperfectly arranged, so that you, £r.primcipal. may de-

At the same time I may venture to mention onc or 

two outstanding facts concerning its origin, nature and arrangement. 

First,- it 1s about ten years since my friend lir. 

David Rose McCord, long known as a diligent and learned collector of 

Canadian historical material, came to me and stated that, having ~ 

feeling that mortality is our common lot, hc had come to vi (w s 

rare collection, no longer as a personal possession, but as a trust 

to be pasred on to the public of Canada. Giving what aid I 

could to him to carry out this I!d:J:t laudable mot·\te,und parttlouiharly 

with the splendid assistance of the late ever-to-oe-honored Librarian 

of McGill Universi ty, .1r .Char 10s Gould ,and wi th the loyal cooperation 

of ssrs Charles J.Fleet and Francis ~cLennan tho project is at 

length Ran~maiEn consummated in the present outcome. Tho entire 

gift, including what 1~ alread:t don .... ted and the endowment,now proper­

ly provided for, constitutes one of the most valuable ever made to 

McGill. 



Second; -Concernine the nature of such I lluSellm$, oiany 

people cannot undorstand t 4Jfval ue of f-hand. But ~hile it is true 

that there do exist c llections accumulated without reasonable or 

serious object,this one is not such; but is intended to consist of 

pictures and articles properly illustrating Canadian histor .. or 

otherwise stimulating the imagination co cerning it. The question 

of what rightly falls under these heads is too wide for d~cussion 

here; but the historil'!al studeht gifted wi th imagination" ill e iJe­

lievo recognize here at least the foundations of a well-conducted -
historical museum established on lines of intelligol $~lection. 

Thirdj- Regarding the arrangement of the contents, this 

is provisional only. The entire .mseum in fact is to be considered 

as the nuclaKs of something larger and better/attracting many other 

gifts and shaping : nto relationsfwith tho Library and with the teach~ 
ing of history :n th~ University. 

The pr incipa I roomfl 
~t present are: I.The Indian Room

r 
containing priceless objects of the past recently valued by a good 

expert at Over One hundred thousand dollars; II.The lolfe Room, 

with some of the finest mementoes of the hero in the world whieh a 
/ 

high authority on olfe recently stated he would have crossed the 

Atlantic from England to see. III. : he McGill Room, intended to illus­

trate James cGill and the history of the University; including por­

traits of the Founder and his friends, fnrniture,costumes,silvor,and 

other objects belonging to hi ~ , the robes, chair and desk of Sir 

iilliam Dawson, and other unique articles and pictures of speCial in-

terest now; IV.The §piritual Pioneers Rooms. including e~rly F£ench 

and British Canadian eccleSiastical antiquities, ~nd other Rooms of 
muoh interest. 

One, the !cCord Room. illustrates the life of an 

-2-



historical ' ontreal family, estab lished in Canada jus t after the C1on ... 

quest und descended ::rom one of the same circle 8a JUI!les lcGill, the 

Honorable Thomas acCord, who should ever be remembered as the leader 

in the first struggle for a House of Aosembly. 

Sir, I consider it a great privilege to hand over to you 

the David Ross llcCord National ... tuseum. 



I.Pr~~o1. 
1. , eL~. (Le( I-kk. , ~~ , 
~. ,. lLcc.~M.-:,,, . 
~i..;'f'r4~ 

-' 
I. j.. c. 1hC1t 8&1 ~.J) 
1. ~~. I ~-

3, L·~~(!J 

ae~~_ 

J ~.¥~lt. ~~. 
R)¥~'kt' , 2., 

3, 1<, 1/l~. 
It 1-.C.~, 
j", Pf. "-ritr." 



McG ILL UNIVERSITY 
'I'HE McCORD NATIONAL MUSE1JM 

·'WHltN THERE l:B NO '~ISION. THE PEOPLE PERISH'· 

DAVID ROSS McCORD, K. C. 
M.A., a.c.L. 

FOUNDER AND HON. DIRECTOR 

MONTREAL, 

22nd June, 1921 

De ar Sir Arthur:-

In reply to your question as to for 

what sum - if I did net ask too much - I will under-

take to open the Museum at your proposed .Jubilee in 

October, I presume that naturally you meant that after 

the opening I would also continue as a working 1{useum 

of the University. 

The prime necessity is for doing 

justice to the knowledge and marked ability that Miss 

Muir has shown in what is in reality a Curatorship, and 

which will become more and more valuable a~d onerous 

as time inevitably lays her hand upon me - the Director. 

I refrain in this letter from naming her salary, which 

would naturally need to be augmented. The health of no 

one would bear the strain to which she has been subjected 

Since I assumed my duties as Hon. Director. 

Next there would be required an 

assistant of the same education and type as Miss Muil' -

one such we have in mind - for the Museum once opened 
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the public will have to be taken care of, as well as the great 

mass of work carried for ard. 

A stenographer is also an absolute necessity, at 

least until all labelling, cataloguing, etc. is accomplished. 

You and I agree that the principal labels should 

be in French as we.l a8 in English - Miss Ben ougt, presently 

attached to the University Library, would be most suitable 

for the French translations. 

A Janitor - of a very type from the present one _ 

is also a necessity. 

With hopes that your journey to England will 

bring with it all the benefits on which you have been 

naturally dwelling, 

I am, 

Yours truly 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B. 
Principal - McGill University, 

Montre aI, Que . 



.De.Vid Ros McCord.,.E.s _ •• K. C. p .. .a. , 
IIcCord Museum, 
MoGl1l University. 

Dear Sir:-

September 
Twenty-first 

1920 • 

I acknowledge reoeipt of your 
letter ot September 17th, to which ~ps attached a 
copy of a letter aidress to ~ajor~oper. . 

AB re ueste", I am returning 
herewith the package of labels vhich you ere 
gool enough to sen to me for ex~minatlon. 

1th best wishes, 

Yours tai th:flllly , 

Prinoipal. 



DAVID ROSS Mc CORD, K .C 

M.A .• B .C .L . 

1.c-.1" ... ll Ul • ..LV ... slt J 

THE MC CORD NAT I ONAL M USEUM 

1ben there is no Vision, the People Perish. 
TEMPLE G R OVE 

MONTREAL 

Founder and Hon. Director. 

17th September, 1920 

De ar Sir Arthur:-

I enclose a copy of a letter 

which will explain itself. Major Hooper is the 

head of the great Brewing House of Dow & Co., 

you remember. I think a copy of this letter to him 

should 00 to you as Principal, and I accordingly 

allow myself the pleasure of so doing. 

Would you kindly send over to 

this Museum the packets of labels I had the pleasure 

of sending you, vhich you very properly call my 

trophies. 

With kind regards, 

Yours 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B. 
Principal - McGill University, 

Montreal, Que. 
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Anrolst 
Thirteenth 

1920. 

David oso 
cCord ns 

Sherbrooke 
ontrea.l. 

oCord .s _ •• K. C. , 
t 

st. est. 

D ar ~r. eCord:-

of 0 
I beg to aokno ie ~e reeci t 

1 tte 0 the 9 h in tan • 

good fortune to eet 
at ste. Anne. She 
cap ble 0 n, I 
s r l.CG 1 valuabl • 

gl neinu over th 1 
to They di801os 

r. reCord? 

I t 

~l~d indeed to have the 
nir at the Garden P rty 

to me a verJ brif)ht nnd 
no daub nd her 

I a s door 

Yot1rn faithfully, 

Prinoi 1. 



KCGILL UNIVERSITY 
The David Rose McCord National Museum. 

-Where there is no vision the people perishM• 

David Ross McCord,K.C.,K.A.,B.C.L., 
Founder & Hon. pres. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

August 9, 1920. 

I was very glad that my fai th-

fUl A.D.C.,Mise Muir, was introduced to you at 

the Garden Party at Ste. Anne·s. She is one of 

the finest assets the University po ssesses. She 

is a Christian. She is educated. She 1s a first-

rate judge of art. I took her out of the Art As­

sociation where for thirteen years she was the 

main-spring. I have not and will not have a 

shadow of care, simpLY give her the keys. Her 

manners are gracious. Just the woman to aid in 

such a work as this Museum. I am conscious that 

my life work can be made to continue or be marred 

by an assistant and successor not possessing the 

proper qualifications. Miss Muir is fitted to take 

my place after I am gone,which cannot now, humanlY 

speaking, be long postponed. 

I enclose for your eye ~39(four 

hundred and thirty nine) labels for objects. T.hey 

are but a fraction of the total number. T.hey are 

short, of course. The catalogue will enter into 

more detail. and that catalogue will be probably 
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the most va~uab~e historioa~ work on the oontinent. 

It cannot be begun unti~ the oontents of the MUs­

eum are in oases and frames. We have not yet touoh­

ed on the origina~ piotures,of which I have hundreds. 

nor on many other ~ines. The Indian work is onlY 

partially approached and the engravings and maps we 

have not reached. 

fnese labels will afford YOU an idea 

of how the public is being inte~lectua~~y starved and 

the University not done justice to. S~plY for the 

want of a trifling sum for oases and frames. Use the 

lluS8'Ulll for propaganda. 

I enclose you a COpy of the tender 

I obtained from George Roberts for the cases, and a 

letter from him speaking of the work he has done. 

!.he price is reasonable. He ia the only man whose cases 

I want, and the only man whose cases shou~d be accepted. 

As he tells you they are alreadY in the Redpath Museum. 

To be dustproof and mothproof are essentia~s, and it 

is astonishing what slovenly work is sometimes accepted. 

Roberts is well-to-do and if unfortunately the Univer­

sity be straitened temporarily for fUnds, I have no 

doubt he would wait a reasonable t~e. And so would 

Soott & Sons, the picture framers ( in rea~ity F.R. 

Heaton). I want him also, and him onlY for the franLes. 

He is the largest art dealer in Canada and will be very 

valuable to us. He is a strong allY. Objects will come 
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into him for sale and he will say to some patron, 

-Here is a museum piece. Buy it and send it to the 

Mc Cord Muse\.Ul1 l1 • 

My plan is to make this Museum a 

refined rendez-vous for the education of women also, 

-for t he students of the Royal Victoria College and 

of Traf algar School, for the nuns and their pupils. 

Here is also where Miss Muir will be invaluable. 

I have very many important schemes 

which will commend themselves to you from the first , 

but there is no use of entering into them untll our 

doors are open. 

The Museum owns now the mo st valu-

able site in Canada, the first *taking-possession ll 

of the West for Louis XIV, by two Sulpician priests. 

I did not wish it desecrated by, say, some hotel,and 

we hold it just like a book or a document.(A monument 

will be erected later). 

You do not require to be told how 

welcome you would be at Temple Grove if you desired 

to see vast numbers of the most precioUS things. 

Miss Muir has gone on a well-earned 

holiday and my janitor takes to-day the usual college 

two weeks, so that if you wish to see me at your office 

or to advise me that you are coming to Temple Grove use 

teleprmne Uptown 3686. 

Gen. Sir Arthur CUrrie,G.C.M •• ,K.C. 
Principal UcGill University, 

Montreal. 
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Yours f Ith lly, 



_c~lll University 
THE MCCORD NATIONAL MUSEUM 

When there is no Vision, the People Perish. 
DAVID ROSS McCORD, K.C 

• M.A., 8.C.L· 

TEMPLE GROVE 

MONTREAL 

Founder and Hon. Director. 

• 

3rd July, 1920 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I begin by expressing the anticipated 

success which will attend upon your duties as Principal 

of the University. McGill is a fine intellectual asset 

which has been allowed to deteriorate but, with God's 

grace, you can retrieve it. It is a great pity this 

National Museum has not been opened. It was suggested, 

and the suggestion is too simple, it would have been a 

fine object lesson when the University appeals for help, 

for from what I hear from leading Governors, I will have 

to wait for this appeal before I can get even my cases and 

frames - and this to one who is fortunate in doing the 

leading historical work in the Empire. The moment our doors 
will 

are opened McGill not only have surpassed everything 
"-

historical in Canada, but surpassed even England in some 

departments. In Wolfiana for example, England will have to 

come to McGill to learn; and I have not an object that the 

Bodleian, or the British Museum would not be delighted to 

possess. And further, besides the vast value of the Museum -

good Osler took it all in - I am endowing it with a quarter 

of a million dollars. It will be the only building the con­

tinuance of which on the high level at which I launch it is 

forever assured. In every department I have touched there is 
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nothing superior - my wampum leads the world, my Arctic 

relics are superb, and Imperia.l links abound. The finest 

expression ~ver attained by history in art is the great 

series of compaign and archaeological pictures I have created. 

Some of them are now with Mr.Heaton, of Scott & Sons, 99 Notre 

Dame Street, West, with their frames on them. I purpose to 

frame in all more than four hundred original paintings. We 

will have an historical Art Gallery. You know a great deal 

already and I will be happy to show you all you wish to see . 

. The labels will be in French as well as English. I do not 

propose to make an English or a Protestant Museum - I will 

make a National one, and continue my life work in uniting the 

two races - I presume as the result of which, I have nearly 

all the relics of the Roman Church. As you know, Francis I 

was the earliest Canadian King and from him downwards I will 

unroll Canada's interesting story to the present day. The 

policy of the University over which you preside has always 

reen wider than the Province in which it is located, and these 

methods of mine will preserve and add to the idth of this 

policy. I am one of the oliest living graduates of McGill (1863) 

University and no one has proved by his life work a greater 

interest in his Alma Mater - and then to think that the 

education that this National Museum can impart has been retarded 

for more than a whole. year for the paltry value of the cases 

and frames. Had Mr.Gould, the Librarian,lived none of this 

could have happened. He had followed its growth closely for 
I 

very many years and was one of those about the Univer it! 
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who had sufficient vision to appreciate it. 

I am, Sir Arthur, 

Yours tr 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,L.L D. 
Principal of McGill University, 

Ottawa, Ont. 



COPY. 
13 Norham Gardens, Oxford. 

19th August, 1919. 

Dear McCord:-

Splendid! Hearty congratulations! This wise move 

secures immortality for you and the Museum. 

'Tis a great gift and 1 am sure all your contempo-

raries a~pre~iate the work you have done for Canada in saving 

these treasures. 

Yours ever, 

(Signed) Wm. OsIer. 

Sir ~illiam OsIer, Bart. M.D. 
Regius Professor of Medicine 

Oxford. 



Montreal Gazette, 
July 26th, 1919. 

UcCord Collection given to McGill. 

Unique accumulation of historic relics presented to University. 

Form Cultural Museum. 

Will be housed in Joseph residence which will be altered for purpose. 

Priceless Works of Art. 

It was announced yesterday afternoon, following the meeting 
of Governors of McGill University, that the University had been 
the reCipient of a long planned benefaction in the presentation by 
Mr. David Ross McCord, Temple Grove, of his remarkable collection 
of historical articles, works of art and other almost priceless 
relics illustrative of the history, art and social life of Canada 
and the British Empire during a long period of time. Mr. McCord 
has devoted a large part of his life to the accumulation of the 
t.reasures which he has thus transferred to McGill University. It 
was stated by the McGill authorities that Mr. McCord had long 
planned the glft of thiq unique collection of historical treasures 
to the UniverSity, that they might be used for the general benefit 
not only of the University, but of Canada, and probably become an 
extremely valuable nucleus f~r a national cultural museum. 

It is plannAd that this collection shall be removed from Mr. 
McCe rd' s re s idence and pel'manently housed in the Joseph residence 
on the McGill grounds. Already the art and historical experts of 
McGill are collaborating with Mr. McCord in the extensive work of 
examining, categoriSing and ~ptaloguing the collection preparatory 
to its transfer. Plans are also being made for the necessary al­
terations to the Joseph residence to fit it for the proper display 
of the collection, which is regarded as one of the most valuable 
in Canada, and has long been regarded with envious eyes by the ar­
chivists at Ottawa. 

The collection consists very largely of unique objects which 
of course it would be impossible to replace were they lost. The 
number of items is very great, and the whole collection secures 
permanently for Yontreal and for lovers and students of Canadian 
and British history, material of the first importance and of gre~t 
'extent. 

McGill University is meeting a !lational want in accepting the 
ownership and custody of a "cultural museum", and at the same time 
she is carrying out her well known principles which have always 
been national rather than provi.ncial in scope and aim. 
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The McCord collections are so extensive and varied that an 
enumera~ion of them already fills several volumes of catalogue. 
Among items of special interest - where all is interesting - may 
be mentioned a remarkable assemblage which Mr. McCord has himself 
created, of pictQres illustrating the history of Canada at various 
epochs . It consists of paintings by Henry Eunnett, formerly well 
known as an artist in ·ontreal. These pictures were either drawn 
by Mr . McCord or made under his dire~t supervision, and are accurate 
in every matter of detail. Most of the sites represented in the pic­
tures have now greatly changed, so that without access to the McCord 
col l ection, it would in many cases be impossible to show how the 
places depicted appeared in earlier times. 

In the Museum is also a unique collection of I~dian silver 
and of wampum belts. As samples of the early art of Canada there 
are paintings by ~u Longpre; and many rare historical portraits. Mr . 
~lc Cord also nossesses Beaucourt' s "Negress", painted in 1786, beingn 
the earliest oil painting by a Canadian artist. There is an assem­
blage in the Museum of about 400 original paintings and drawings, 
and the engravings are numberless and very rare. 

Historic Relics: 
Among the historic objects in the collection may be mentioned' 

Tecumseh's bow , his arrows and war-bonnet ; a confessional of Father 
Piquet ' s ; General Brock's last letter written before starting for the 
battle of ~ueenston Heights; many pieces of historical furniture ; 
objects relating to Jacques Cartier; Frontenac and Maricourt j Bien­
v i lle and Iberville j the Sulpicians j T~e Jesuit Martyrs ; Bishop 
Laval. bishops of the Anglican Church ; James McGill and many others . 

M~Gill University is indeed fortmlate in being chosen as the 
repository for a collection whose mere pecuniary value , great 
though that be , is far outweighed. "by its educational and artistic 
worth. 

Keen appreciation was expressed by tlle McGill authorities at 
this in7aluable gift by Mr. McCord, the more so as the latter sta­
ted that he had by no means relinquisheo his quest for historical 
articles , &nd \70uld probably in the coming years add considel'ably 
to t he val ue of the collection . 



£STADLISHED 1857 

GEORGE ROBERTS 

BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR 

77 LAGAUCHET1ERE STREET WEST 

MONTREAL, .. . .... ~aY .... 2Tst .. A ••. •. .. • 1~0. 

ALL AGREEMENTS MADE CON"rINGENT UPON STRIKES, FIRES, ACCIDENTS OR CAUSES BEYOND OUR CONTROL 

The :.IcCord National ~,~useum. 

City. 

.:;)ear Sirs, 

I hermTi th beg to submit tend er for the 

following Huseum Cases,all constructed in whitewood,ebonized dull finish, 

with the exception of floors of glass cases,which viII be covered uith 

a material to be supplied by the Q1iTnCl~S. 

All to be glazed with clear plate glass. 

Locks to be nastered "reyed, to have bolts 

securing doors top ['.:ld bottom and to lids of wall cases,at both ends, 

similar to those in the :;Iusetl.ln of the lTcGill University. 

Piano hinges to wall cases. All jambs of 

doors tu be dust proof. 

Eleven ( 11 ) glass cases. 6-0 x 3-0 x 6-0 high,uith three plate glass 

supported on adjustable nic::le plated standards. 

Two (2) wall cases. 5-0 x 3-0 x 3-8 high. 

Ten (10) " n 6-0 x do; do. 

Six ( 6 ) " TT 9-0 x do. do. 

Two (2) IT n 12-0 x do. do. 

The whole ,as l,cr nlan submitted.for the 

swn of Thirteen Thovsand,Five Hundred ($.13,500.00) ~ollars. 
Yours truly, 

George I'ooerts , 

~.7J~~ 



ESTABLISHED 1857 

GEORGE ROBERTS 

BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR 

77 LAGAUCHETIERE STREET WEST 

MONTREAL, ....... '{'ay .?+.~:rt. . ~ ....... .. . 19~O. 

ALL AGREEMENTS MADE CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, rlRES ACCIDE«TS, OR CAUSES BEYOND OuR CONTROL 

David Ross ~1cCord .:.:Jsg. 

City. 

Dear Sir, 

lith reference to the class of work 

reauired in mal:ing the ::useum Cases,! may state I made all the 

cuse s in the Geological :''IuselUTI UcGill IJi brary , . .1useum, ::ew ~':ed ical 

:3uilding and have just completed the interior woodwork 0':: "the 

Commons Che"mber ,House of Parliamel1"li, _ tta'.'Ja. 

Any work I am instrv. c::t""ld TIi th will be 

of the best quality and 'ilill give full satisfaction. 

~ The que ~on of time you men{ionei, 

July I5th. i/81'Y short but I could Give you some b'y that time 

if the "7 is put in hand atkco. I 
W / -

Yours truly, 

George Roberts, 



THE MCCORD NATIONAL MUSEUM 
'ihen trlere is 11..) 1-1sion, ,,1 e ~eople Perish. 

DAVIO ROS! MCCORD, K.C 

M.A .• I!I.C.L. 
TEMPLE GROVE 

ADVOCATE 

Founder and Hon.Dir~ctor. 
MONTREAL ..• .21s.t ... JanuaJ;'y .J ... 1!;?O 

Confidential 

Dear Dr. Adams:-

Following my letter of last 

evening. After I made my donation to the 

University I made a new Will by which the 

University will receive a substantial legacy. 

It will be very clear to you, and the Uni­

versity, that my legacy to it will naturally 

be measured by the treatment I receive at 

the hands of the University. More I need 

not say now. 

11 th kind regards, 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) David Ross McCord 

by 1n.~lY/~ 
Dr.F.D.Adams, Ph.D. Secretary, 

D. Sc . ,L. L. D. ,F.R. S. The McCord 
McGill University. National Museum. 

(Dictated by telepho 
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THE McCORD NATIONAL M USEUM 

When there is no Vision, the People Perish. 
DAVID Roas Mc CORD, K .C TE M P L E G RO V E 

M.A ., a.C.L . 

Founder and Hon. Director. 
MONTREAL !la ,~ r :1.-o 
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DAVID ROSS Mc CORD, K ·C 

M·A ., 8 ·C .L . 

..ic""ill TT1"'1iiTersit,,-
TH E MC CORD NA TIONAL MU SEU M 

When there is no Vision, the People Perish. 
T E M P L E G ROVE 

M O N TREAL 

Founder and Hon. Director. 

26th January, 1920 

Dear Dr. Adams:-

On the subject ot the balance required to equip 

this Museum: being sensible ot the inadequate funds at the disposal 

of the University, and all the good work it has to do, it appears to 

me that I personnally ought to make an appeal to the public. It is 

simple, but I could not think of such a thing without your approval. 

I called up Atholstan this morning, who has always been a strong 

supporter of mine and he, as you know, evinced it by subscribing Two 

Thousand dollars. On general terms he likes the idea, and I suggested 

sending him the draft of a letter to be changed if necessary by him. 

Now, therefore, what I would 'submit is this: your approval secured 

I would send both to you ana. to him the draft so that you could make 

any changes you also thought proper. When I have your approval then 

I will write the letter. 

yours truly, 

(Signed) D~vid Ross McCord. 

by m.~m~ 
Secretary, 

'1he McCord National Museum. 

Dr. F.D.Adams, Ph.D.,D.Sc.,L.L.D.,F.R.S. 
Acting Principal, 

kcGill University. 

It being too cold f or Mr. McCord to come out today, 
at his request, I have pleasure in sending you this com~unication -
dictated by telephone. 



.lcGil: Ur ~-TGrsi ~y. 
THE MCCORD NATIONAL MUSEUM 

When there is no Vision, the People Perish. 
DAVID ROSS McCORD, K .C 

M·A·, a.c .L. 

Fcunder and Hon. Director. 

Dear Dr. Adams: -

TEMPLE GROVE 

MONTREAL 

28th January, 1920 

I would beg of you to allow me to try a personal 

appeal of mine in ~he Press. I realize what we have lost in Gould 

as a means of getting near our friends. ~e have all to gain and 

nothing to lose by my appeal. It would also do the University 

generally good. As I told you the draft will be submitted to you 

before publication. Your answer might 

phone. Yours truly, 

Dr. F. D. Adams, Ph.D., 
D.Sc.,L.L.D.,F.R.S. 

McGill University. 

tele-



THE MCCORD NATIONAL MUSEUM 

Whv- there 1s 0 lislon, t.c ~eople Perish. 
DAVID ROSS MCCORD, K.C. 

M ..... . . C.L TEMPLE GROVE 

ADVOCATE 

FOUllJel and Hon.Director. 
MONTREAL .. .• . •. ~:t.h .. .J..~n.~~y., . .. 191

20 

Dear Dr. Adams:-

Re Hudson's Bay Company 

I have yours enclosing Mr. Irvine's letter 

of the 29th December. All I need say for 

the moment is that I ~n not yet done with 

this question, and I 

Dr. F.D.Ad~~s, Ph.D. 
D.Sc.,L.L.D.,F.R.S. 

McGill University. 



rthur _. Irvine ESI., 
Gene a_ Age on. Judso 
17 St. So S-~ et, 
ontr al. 

De' r ~ir:-

ay Co., 

cember 
Fifteenth 

1919. 

I have just he rd from Do.vid R. 
cCord Esq.,K.C., the ~irector of the cCor 
<ltiona1 :~u8eum, no, connected ith' .. cGiI1 

University, th_t the honorable Uud on Bay Co~p ny 
is to have n exhibition at Lo er ort Garry to 
co emorate the 250th nnniveraury of the rantine 
of the' Charter. !his ,ill, undoubtedly, be 
a oollet1tion .lich in m ny respec"ts is unique, 
an 'ier.. in the int rests o:f Can cIa as n hole, 
sho Id be l'eBen d 'ntact at so a s' urn. ,her 
it may be p1f.cad on per anent exhi bi tion. 

iould urge ost ~tronB1y that, 
after the c osing of the _ort G~r~y exhibition, 
the co11~ction be plnce1 in the _ cCorl .useum. 
'lhis, S.l hsv 6<.' love, 1[3 no a p rt of fcGill 
Uni versi ty, 11ch h s been so intim'ltely associcted 

i th theonora le J:U son f ~ Co lpo.ny, in thh.t 
Lori etr thconu as, not only one of th prominent 
benefaoto-_s 0 the Unt er ity, but na for any 
years its Chancellor. 

r. cCorl .il1 /e gl 1 to !id 
you in th art G rry exhibition by loanin sorn 
of tie va.lua le specimens hie foro part oop the 

cCord .useum; in t'lis ,ay, gi vinE!: an increase 
interest to your colleotion at ~ower Fort ~rry, 
Baein that any speci ens hic~ r. cCord hns 
illustrating Indian life are absolutely uni ue. 



Arthur i. Irv.ina Es(. - - -

I \ould urge. therefore, :nost 
strongly tlJ.ut you ou.l'l ~i ve this m ttor your 
most favorn,le consiier~tion, and ( ter exhibitin~ 
your collection at LOJer ~ort Garry. you house 
it permanently in t.he ~cCord ;ollection at __ ontreal; 
,here it ca be kept to ether us a unit and ade 

acce.>s1ble Gnd available for all Btu ents of 
Canadian .li.rchaeology in the ti ... 8 to cono. 

I remain, 

Yours ery sincer ly, 

Actin~ l'rlncipu.l. 



January 
Fifth 
1920. 

Dav.id Ross aCord Esq., 

cCord seum. 
• 

Dear r. cCord:-

As requested by you, I .rote to the 

Hudsonts Bay Company strongly urging that the collec­

tion which they are to exhibit in ,innipeg should find 

a permanent home in the llcCord collection at cGil1 

University. I also said, as you suggested, that e 

might help them out by exhlbitlnp. some of our things 

in the 'innipeg collection. 

Yesterday I receive a reply ~rom 

Ir. Irvine, a copy of "doh I enclose. 

see,the Company declines to accede to our suggestion 

th t the collection be sent to ontreal after it has 

been exhibited ~n Winnipeg. 

~ith regrets for the aation taken 

by the Company, but ith best luhes to you for the 

e. Year, 

I remain, 

Yours v ry sincerely. 

ctlng PrIncipal. 
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CABLE ADDRESS 

"BEAVER" 
MONTREAL 

ALL OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
TO BE ADDRESSED 

THE EXPORT DEPARTMENT 
HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY, 

MONTREAL. 

Professor Frank J. Adams, 
principal, MoGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Prof. Adams:-

. 4dr-fldDeCember 29th, 1919 

1" {" · 'I.. I, 

Referring to your letter of the 15th instant 

am my reply of the 18th; I beg to inform you that I am to-day in 

receipt of a communicat ion from the Deput y Chairman, Canadian Ad viaory 

Committee, in which I have been requested to express to you that the 
..,.,4tU4 ~,~ 

Executive greatly appreciate~that some valuable specimens might be 

loaned to the Company, but that it is the intent ion of the Company to 

establish a permanent exhibit ion in Wirmipeg and tha t any suggestions 

you can give that would help to make it a useful, pennarmnt exhibition 

that will undoubtedly eventually be a pennanent national memorial, 

will, I assu~ you, be greatly appreciated. 

In vi ew of the fact th at the Company has 250 

years of service and tradition behind it, you will quite appreciate 

the desire to secure relics, souvenirs, mementos, etc., dealing with 

tm early history of the Company and that it is, therefore, most 

fitting that in doing this, same should be housed at some place and in 

some building identified with the history of the Company. 

Yours faithfully, 

~?'- ~ 
~ -~,,~~~ . ~ __ ~ner~ Age.nt. 



CABLE ADDRESS 

"BEAVER" 
MONTREAL 

ALL OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
TO BE ADDRESSED 

THE EXPORT DEPARTMENT 
HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY, 

MONTREAL. 

Profesnor Frank J. Adacs , 
Principel , I cG'll U~~versity , 
"ontreal . 

:Jear J.''''' • -- . 

1tn6T.f?4.f _ ecemb er 18th , 1919 

9701 

I beg to acknowledge receipt oT our letter 

of the 15th instant , concerning the museure fL-.c t e Hud on 'c< 

Bay Company has in mind e stablis" ing at tinnipeg. 

Yo'~ re~uest that t e ob'ects . ich t e 

Company 'na assemble at .:' nnipeg be trE:.r..s ferred. to the I'-cCord 

lTatio''1a J. I'useum at ~ontreal , after a reasonabJ.e s-'" 0 1ing in 

~f.!.r..::ipeg , will be fOIWarded to our E ecutive Departmer..t in tmt 

City for their con~in.eration and I sbal:!. have pIe sure in 

communicating to you any decision t·qit 01U' EXOcl,tive Departmen 

may give ree on thi question . 

Your s fai tl-f y , 

~ 
H t; '}eneral" Agen t . 



DAVID ROSS Mc CORD, K ·C 

M.A· , B.C·L. 

THE MCCORD NATIONAL MUSEUM 

TEMPLE GROVE 

MONTREAL 

To t~e Right Hon. Sir Robert Borden, G.C.M.G., P.C., K.C., M. P. 
Premier of Canada and Chancellor of McGill University, 

and to Dean Adams, Ph.D., D.Sc., F.G.S.A., F.R.S., 
Acting Principal of McGill University 

August 25rd, 1919 

Dear Sirs:-

It will be admirable, but it is for you to judge the 

possibilities, when you have determined for the opening of this 

Museum, if cards of invitation could be sent to our English friends 

and sympathisers who have been invaluable in the creation of this 

Museum. They will not of course, come, but they merit our grati­

tUde, and not only will future benefit accrue te the Museum, but 

its genesis will be properly understood and ~ass into the history 

of the University. The moment my voice was raised from this land 

of incalculably great material potentialities, but where the strain 

of life has hitherto prevented attention to the amenities, bearers 
, 

of historic nrunes, some descendants of those who had served the Em-

pire in Canada, and the descendants of those whose great reputations 

had been made in connection with Canada, and to whom, as the slow 

receipt of news came in, Canada was a household word. Let me cite 

a few:- Prince Louis of Battenburg, new Marquis of Milford Haven, 

the Duke of Richmond sent me valuable souvenirs of our Governor of 

1819; the Duke of Wellington helped me; the late Earl Nelson; the 

Earl of Effingham sent me noble souvenirs of the Armada; the present 

Lord Tennyson, whose "true north" has been so admirably rroved of 

late on Flemish battle-fields, is splendidly recorded; Lord W olseley; 



Sir Robert Borden & Dean Adams -s-

Bacon of Redgrave, premier Baronet, sent me documents of his 

ancestor Nicholas Bacon, Queen Elizabeth's Chancellor; the des­

cendants of Sir John Franklin; Captain Malcolm Drummond of 

Magginch sent me a portrait of Sir Gordon Drummond of Lundy's 

Lanei Sir John Richardsonj Miss Tupper, grand-niece of Sir Isaac 

Brock, Sir George Back, Gordon of Khartoun, Sir Edvard Farry, 

Sir LeojJold ~icClintock : and other d istingu ished peolle came to 

our help. 

I have said enough to give you an idea of what I mean, 

and which I think will a~peal to you. There would naturally of 

course be other invitations. In Canada, for example, the clergy 

of the Latin Church, and the communities of religious ladies gave 

me of their best. I have almo~t every Latin relic(let us call it) 

in this district except one. I have the hohour of being an Indian 

Chief, and I have brought out amazing loyalty from mY brethren in 

order to show the "pale-faces" what we once were when we were the 

owners of the forest and prairie. It is immaterial whether I ~aid 

for wonderful Indian relics, : I secured them. 

Neither of you gentlemen need answer this letter. The 

former is oCcuI-lied with important and graceful duties, and the 

Acting Frinclpal and I can meet at any time. 
~----I 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECrOR 

OTTAWA. 

August 16, 1919. 

Dear Sir: advisory Arts Council 

In reply to your letter of the 14th 

suggesting tho disposition ot Benjamin West's 

"Death ot ' Wolf." in the McCord National !useum 

at McGill University, I beg to enclose a copy 

of a letter written to Sir Robert Borden by 

Sir Edmund ~alker, Chairman of the Advisory 

Arts Council dealing with the matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

----­
Secretary. 

Frank D. Adams, Es q. , 
Acting Principal, 

B/I. 
Encl. -

UcGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q. 



COP Y. 

13th August 1919. 

Dear Sir Robert: 
Advisory Arts Council 

I have your letter ~f the 11th instant 

c~vering c~py of a communication from Ur. David Ross 

McCord, Some of whose many peculiarities are well 

known t:l me. The painting by V/est ot the Death of 

Wolf. has not so far as I know been presented to the 

Canadian Government by Lord Beaverbrook'& Committee 

as yet, and it may not reach the Government for some 

time. Perhaps this would be a sufficient reply to 

!r. McCord without going through the formality of 

calling a meeting of the Advisory Arts Council. 

Yours faithfully, 

Sgd. B. E. Walker 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Borden, G.e.M.G •• P.C.,K.C.,M.P. 

Ottawa, 

Ontario. 



OAVID ROBS MCCORO, K .C 

M.A., B·C.L· 

• -.; ..1..:'1 :J':' _3i'~7 
THE MCCOijO .NATIONAL MUSEUM 

I.en ther is n Vision, the People Perish. 
TEMPLE GROVE 

~ u~~~~ ~~d Hon. Director. 
MONTREAL 

8th Dvc.., .. ber, 1919 

D __ aI' Sir:-

:n the ~irst pl~ce I desire t say ho~ admirably your 

ass istant, and his friend fro!!. your off ic J, I.J!'e sente' th_ Company f s 

case hen I had the plea ure of seeinT them on Friday evening. 

I think it 1s natur~l th t the Honour ble Huison's B y Company should 

desire a'1 exhibition at Lo'/er Fort Garry on the to Hundred and Fif-

tieth anniversary of their Charter. Allo1 rr.e r spectfully to present 

son~ thoughts bearing on the subj..,ct. I vnclose n extraot from the 

... !ontreal G zette, of the 26th July, 1919 - something upon e and my 

'':ork, and an account of the ~1useu.'Tl ',r i tten by a ma.n of far more tha'1 

Canadi~~ reputation - by ~hich you can learn so~ething ef your present 

correspondent, and what he has had tIe good fortJne to have done for 

Canada. It is humbly the ~ost advanced work of the kind in the Empire. 

Both the Company nd this )·u 'eum de ire to educate - it is only a 

uestion how best to do it, and ho to uO it to benefit the greatest 

nu"b~r. An Exhibition, or .!useum, should be at the. ost important 

school centre po sible. ifuat I 70ul earn ... stly like the Ccmp ..... ny to 0 

Nould be that after a reasonable time at Fort Garry it nould honour 

this ::ational .... !useum by placing therein - lways, f course, to the 

cr it of th.., Great Corn any - the oOjects assembled at Fort Garry, and 

I J uld ee th~t the Exhibit pould be kept t03ether a3 a unit. You 

vill assemble, r.aturally, YIestern Indian o')jects. The Indians from 

Cape Breton to the Great La~es are here represented as they can be in 

no other lace. I can never have ~~y rivals, ~y lork has been too 
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car~fully done. The com arativ~ study of ethnoloGY C~~ oc:y be cuxrie 

out by the juxt ~osition, ~n the sam~ ~useum, c. the native industry of 

j~ff~rent nations. There is a line Eskimo exhi~it in another ~u~eum 0: 
t .. i3 Gniversi t , anj if ttede v L .. ·. s of IT.ine . re fortunate enouGh to pre 

vail the Company ould be the ... 8dn f teaching here thv n tive indu tries 

of the ho:e C ntinent - noble nd ~ivanced ork. I, and some cthers, 

Ilibh to se~ the nativv mot:.v .... ~ and patterns tho basis of a Canadian schocl 

for ~se ani ornam nt, for eX3.'llp:e - .. all pap\Jr::; and i::1ter ior decoro.t ion~ 

of all kinis - ,ork ir: metal, i.. cerWI.lcs, ...... nd the like. This I kno'l 

~ ould appeal to men v~ the ~eading habit of mind of the Governor ~nd 

Council of the Company. .here ~ould also be an element of curiosity, very 

proper of its Lind b~t evanescent, in the sight of your Exhibition at 

Fort Garry by thos~ ccustomed to such objects, hilv her great con-

tribution from you .ould forev~r be vie' ej ,itt more student eyes. 

qc"ull not tue natural pOSition of .... ontreal - t.e .etropolis and centr 

of Canada - be e 'lo.lly, i not more, acceptable to the Gompar:y as the 

place \ here ",he great ';{ork done juring a quarter of millennium ~c"ulJ 

rem~in ~S a monument. lhis ~uswum is more tho.~ a 'cGill useurr. - it is 

in ~he l3..l'gest sense a r~tional one. "Chile it i.3 not my . rcvincs t-: 

speak for the University, ~cG:ll haa liays held the ~o t rogre sivv 

educational vie,vs; not bcunled. by th Province i"1 rh'ch it is lJitu .... ted 

or by thv limits of CN":'.y p.cv':'nceo, and to _,eet t.e long neede . a.'1.t cf 

a truly national Kuse~ ca ... "" for.lard nd furnished th~ 'building to heus", 

~y life. ork, an tc er.~ure its conti~uo.nce in-~uture, 

I 8.'!l) 

A.!.!. Irvir..e ~ 
"aneral A:~ent, 

Honourable liudaon's Bay Comp~'1.y. 



THE McCORD NATIONAL MUSEUM 

TEMPLE GROVE 

DAVID ROSS McCORD, K.C 

M ...... a.C.L. 

When there is no Vision, the People Perish. 

Founder ~nd Hon. Director 

De~n F.Adams, Ph.D., D.Sc., F.G.S.A., F.R.S., 

Acting Principal, McGill University 

Dear Acting Principal:-

MONTREAL 

Sept. 9th, 1G19 

I know not what exactly to say, but even if we could avail 

ourselves of the Prince when you hold your special convo~ation, it 

looks as if it will be impossible to have the museum in order. 

Your 6lerk of the Works thinks the building will be delivered by the 

end of this month. The framing of the pictures has commenced, and 

a credit of $200 has been given to the f~amers to begin. They are 

making the trial frA.iiles. That will cost but a small sum, and then 

I presume they will be allowed to go on with thA whole order. Scott 

& Sons who will be responsible for the order are, as you know, thoroughly 

reliable; more than that, they are a valuable asset to the Museum. 

Their customers are the best people. HeAton, who is practically the 

firm, is a strong ftiend of the Museum, and when objects that come out 

to him to be sold are museum pieces, I have no doubt that he will tell 

his customers: "Send that into the McCord Museum". It is very diffi­

cult for him, with the price of glass changing every day, to fix a 

price. That Can be arranged between Frofessor Nobbs and him. The for­

mer will be in Montreal for a few days on Friday, and I hope he will be 
~ 

allowed to go into the question of the cases. It is very evident to me 
r 
that I cannot place my material as it should be until all the cases are 

in the rooms. That means going slowly towards the ofening. Nobbs will 
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only be here a few days and then absent ~gain for nearly a month 

in the West; I would therefore earnestly beg that the complete or­

der may be given hile he i s here, and the pattern chosen; his 

partner Hyde can attend to it in his absence. I am quite ha~py 

and satisfied ith all you are doing. The opening will therefore 

be guided by circumstamces. 



·A .. If'fk,'b,t "'~! I.) 
Report of l4.cCord CO llIllittce, June 4-, 1919. 

The Comm1t e to oonsider the aoqu1sition of the 

oolleotion of books and historical objects relating to Canada and 

the British Empire owned by Mr. David Ross cCord, and re-considered 

cy the ~oard of Governors in ebruar,y, 1919, begs to report:-

1. The Committee is deoidedly of the opinion tha.t • cCordta 

colleotion should be acquired if possible, s1nce it affords an 

almost unique opportunity for offering very extensive courses at 

Gill on the history of Canada and the Empire. 

Note. The value of an l1storioal museum as an adjunct to histori­
cal oourse in a University is well recognized both in Europe and 
the United states, as has been illustrated at Harvard by the wide­
ly-known Germanic Beum which was be1ng developed before the out­
break of the recent war by the German Kaiser. 

2. The Committee have not re-valued the colleotion sinoe the 

valuation was made about five years ago, but Mr. cCord has been 

adding steadilY to it ever since, so that it must be worth more now 

than it was hen the v iuation was made. 

The Comm1ttee's v luation in 1909 w s 1;,000. 

_~, W. D. Lighthall put the value at flOO,OOO •• 

Mr. } cCord 

ti§"; or;i:cr\, 

Not!. The conditio~ of Mr. McCord's gift are, 
in br1ef:- adequate aooommodat10n, cost of maintenance, 
and the honora~ curatorship. 

3. Atter conSideration the Committee recommends that 

the Joseph House be for the present used ~o house and ex­

hib1t the oollection. 

1.5,000. 

.1 §C) j OO!::J 
V2S1 AA~ 
.:-------: 

4. Cost or preparing the Joseph House for the exhibit. 

Re"pa1ra and renovations, inoluding oork oarpet for 

floor 

Cases for exhibition purposes 
say ';,000. 



or 

a e cret ry, 

01 nin. 

not ov r 

-2-
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75.000. 

15.000. --



Summary of the Contents of the David Ross McCord Canadian 

Historical Collection:-

1. OVer 1300 engravings, chiefly of small size but com­

prising numerous large and valuable prints (some of them artists' 
6Iw­

proofs) and mezzo-tints of historicaJ. personages, etc. It o-em--
~~ ~f 
~lbee about 120 views of Kontreal, or portions of the city; 

j.. 

about 50 portraits of ~neral Wolfe or pictures relating to him; 

over 160 cuts illustrative of the Indians of North America. 

2. Oil and water colour dfawir..gs by Henry Bunnett, illus­

trative of' the history of Canada. All drawings have been made 

in sitM under the direct supervision of Mr. McCord, and have been 

carefully revised by both artist and oollector. Their accuracy 

in all nlatters of' detail is absolutely vouched for. 

Drawings by llincan and J'ulien, Drawimgs by Peacock, 

miniature by Crowe, and water colours by John Arthur Roebuck. 

Mrs. McCord's drawings of' Ca.ne.dian plants and flowers. In all 

381+ numbers. 

3. ~ 4rigin&1 plans, maps, charts, etc., many by Royal 

Engineers, dating fram 1756 to about 1860, nearly all large size, 

all certif'ied,and very early rare maps. 

1+. Indian silver, unique; w~pum belts, large collection. 

5. Autographs of Governors, Generals, Jesuit Fathers, 

Nor'Westers, McGill men and others. 

6. Sealing wax impressions of' the seals of early French 

Governors and marw others. 
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CURIOS -
Tecumseh's belt and war-bonnet; Father Raoul's confessional; 

¥lIe. }Wmoe's drug jar; General Brock's last letter. (written to 

his fiancee before starting for the Battle of Queenston Heights); 

numerous very rare historioal flags; rare. and valuable pieces of 

china.; historioal. mahogany chairs and desk by Chippendal.e; articles 

relatillg to Jacques Cartier, Frontenac and Karioourt, Bienville, 

Iberville, the Sulpicians, the Jesuit martyrs, Laval, James MCGill, 

etc., etc. 

PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS 

Two large views of Montreal by t\.1.ncan (framed water 

colours - these are the noted views to which reference is often 

made); uThe Four Seasons· by Du Longpres; numerous rare historical 

portraits by Du Longpres a.nd others; oil portrait of Sir George. 

Prevost by Du Longpres; "nle Negress u (earliest oil painting by 

Canadian artist) by Beaucourt, 1786. 

Between 250 and 300 pencil and water colour drawings of 

historic Sites, buildings and details of early buildings in Kontreal 

and Quebec and elsewhere. 

At a . very moderate estimate the entire collection may 

be taken as worth $75,000. lLr. W. B. Lighthall wishes his 

valUation of $100,000., which he considers also moderate, to be 

recorded. 



I. The Universjt:r ~ (P'l J u1:,r zr' 9· 19I9~ ncc6pte-i fror.l 
David Ross I.1cCord~ B"A o ?BQC"L" , J':'-LoD .. , hj.8 collection 
relatinG t o the ':;-j,Gtory· 01 :; [',I .. "j1:l 2:l1. 1:;1:.0 E'1ptre •.•. 
"ns t110 D["~mJ ~o'\v cr:~Gt8cT' 

2. BJT t~ e terr1S of th 0 deee' of Cif t th 0 Ur4i v orsi ty 
uas bound to proviue~ 

(a) A buildinc to house the c ollection 

(b) Fra~esf mounts 3 and cases! net in excess of $5;000 0 

(c) To care for, heat, mId 'Protect the buildinG from 
dnm~e a~d theft. 

(d) To regard the Donor as non, Curator during his 
lifotime. 

(al To provide u secTetary~ 

3. The Com~i ttee regdrdn the above condl ti ol1s a s sat ... 
isfactorily c onplier1. VJi th" 

4. The COr:lmi ttoe Ui.l,-:O;·:n'.',n~s that the 1.1useu.":1 chall be 
primarily a UUSOUr,l of C(~ni:.d.itin History ancl that it sho.ll 
include relnted mpire history only in so far as~ in 
the opinion of the COr.L'":1i ttee ~ t his thr o'"7S licht upon 
the history of the. DOl:lini on 

5. The CO~'":1ittee feels that it is necessary: 

(a) To deteITline how far I the UUSE),U~ shall collect 
anthropoloCical. pre~historic, and Esquimaux 
oa terial; 

(b) To con:for rli th the Redpath Uuseum and the Art · 
Association as to general policy in the organ~ 
ized collection of this ~aterial. 

6. The COr.L'"2i ttee enphasises tr..e necessi ty, in collect.:. 
inc material or addinG to the collection alroady farmed, 
that spoci[l.l caro should be taken to obtnin the cest 
nvc:.i lable Cnnn.diana rp.. ther than his t ori c[\llv nea i ocrE' 
or bad r:w, teriul. -

7. The Cor:1Di ttee des'~res J in evory way v.-i thin its 
pO':7er) under the deed' of G:i.ft and the res tric tions of 
funcls at its disposal, to ::1[11:0 the HUSOUI!l of distinct 
national value in its scope and in its ir~luence u~ on 

th e c 0l11"luni ty • 
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Memorandum on University Policy reGardinG Lfuseum. cont fd. 

8. The CeP'lI'.li ttee flishes t o TIl8.k e the :.fuseu.:".l of t -....o 
greatest possible educational value by suit~ble arrange~ 
ment and descriptive labelin5 and to enc o~raGe its use 
by students of Canadian history. 

9. The COr:Lrni ttoe fells tha t until the !.iuseum 1s' suif .... 
iciently ondo~ed, or other funds becomo av ailable, its 
main afforts should bo concoh~ratea u,Gn coopl e ting 
the accessi oninc nna 1ab eling '7lI t h e ori Gi:l':11 collection 
Rnli Sl.'..c r.. material as h~s DeeT' 3ucs equ ently uf:.d.ed t o it. 

10. The COr:Jmi ttee 1."lill also enc.eavour to for..J.ulute a 
schedule and plan of desirable d~velopments cnd needs 
of each branch of the c ol1~ction, so that its TI ork may 
bec ome, as far as possible: an intelliGible wholo, and 
moet re~s onablG needs in the study of Canadian history. 

11. The COmmittee feels that, in vieu of the rapid dis~ 
appearance, increasinc cost, and removal from Canadn, .f 
early Canadianp., it is t '18 du ty ~f its individual members 
to do all in their por:or tu obtain for the :.Iuseum any 
appropriate material cl ',7hoso existence they may be aware

e 

12. While recoQ1ising c.1. S r a ramount the necessi ty of col ::i.. 
ectinG crttorial relattm; "to t~e past, the Cou"'1ittee a1s \1 
urges the necessi ty of l{C!(I!'inG in · mind such n a teria1 as 
in the futuro ~ill have historic value or interest. 

13. The Coa~itteo fOels that for the pres ent, in tho 
absence of Dr.I.1cCord; the duties of the Curator should 
bo discharged by the C o~~ittee and, undor its directi on, 
by the Assistant ~lra toro 



McOORD NATIONAL MUSEUM 

lffl'110 RP.NDffi,1 0 N COmE TTEES • 

The Governors, on the recommendation of the 
Principal as Chairman of the :.1cCord 1.1useum Commi ttee, 
have approved the follovnng aDP ointments: 

a cCord Huseum Commi ttee 

Sir Arthur Currie, Chairman. 

Dr • C • W • C Q 1 by 
I .Gammell, B.A. 

Professor Ramsay Traquuir. 
Dr. C. El; Fryer.' - . 

Dr. ~. D. Lighthall. ­
Dr. Francis HcLennan, 
W. D. UcLennan, B.Se o 

F. Cleveland -:.lorgan, B.A. 
R. W. Reford, Esqo 
Professor Percy ~, Nnbbs. 

A~ p. S. Glassco, 'BoSc. 
C.A. de L.Hurwood. Esq. 
S. H. Baylis, Esq.' 
t.. Pomberton Smith, Esq. 
Dr. P~ul Villard o 

DrQ G~ H~ Lomer, Secretary. 

Advisory Uembers 

Dr. A. G. Doughty. Dr. Clarence ~ebster. 

Sub-Committee 0n Administration 

Dr4 G~ R~ Lomer,·Chairman. 
Ao Po S. Gluosco, B.Sc o 
F. Cleveland !Ilf)rgan. 

Sub~eommittee on Accessions 

Dr. W. D. Lighthall. 
Dr. C. E. Bryer. 
I. Gru:nmell, B • .b.. 



!J1cCORD UATIONt.l.L I.IDSIDU 

ImlORANDtn1 ON DUTIES OF ASSISTAlJT CURATOR 

I. VIi th rogtl.rd t o Rll Hus eum met ters except E'~ccess~ 
iens, the duties, s~lary, and hours of the Assistant 
Curator will be determined by the Administrative 
Sub-Oomrni ttea. 

2. The duties of the Assistant Curator shall be ~s 
fo.llm7s: 

I U1ID:&a ACCESSIOns SUB ... COI.t1ITTEE 

3. Before each meeting of the Committee she shall 
provide a list of the material to bo brought to the 
attention of the Committeo; and after each meeting she 
shall have typed for the minutes a list of this material, 
wi th the action ef the Commi ttee indicated. 

4., She shall act as Socretar'y to this Commi ttee. 

5. She shall be responsible for the proper access~ 
ioning of all material donated to or bought by the 
Museum after approval by the Cormni ttee. 

6. She shall obt~in the b~st available information 
regarding the charac.ter, source, ['.nd au thentici ty of 
material offered to the Ccmrni tte(J for acceptance or 
purchase. 

7. After meetings of the Co~~ittee she sh~ll 

(a) Promptly acknov:ledge all Gifts on the regulc.r 
acknv~ledgemont feTm and have this form signed 
by the Secrotary of the Board of Governors en~ 
the Secre tary of the l.Tuseum Commi ttee. 

(b) Return promptl:· all re j ec ted material I/7i th a 
note. 

(c) Obtain, or mru{e out, a bill for material of 
vm.ich the Hus eum Commi t tee has approved the 
purchase, and shall have this cortified 60rrcct 
by the Secretary of the l.:useum Commi ttee, and 
see that it is 'forwarded to the Bursar1s 
Office for payment. 

8. She shall nrrnnge ~ccessi c ned material for 
exhi bi t in cases or pl['~c~ ~_ ~ in sui t8.ble storage. 

9. She shall keep a shelf ... list or approprinte 
index sh~1'7ing the distribution of the material in the 
different rooms and cases . 
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IO. Until all material is pro~erly listed or accessi on-
ed the rec ording of such material must be regarded as her 
most important work. 

II. All offers of i:l.ssistance in identifying or classif :;-. . 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

I 7. 

18. 

19. 

2I. 

ing Uuseum material:; ~r'any other pr oposals t o obtain 
access to such material, should be referred to the 
Commi ttee. 

II llID1!B mUNISTRA.TIVEJ SU:s...OOm.lITTEE 

Upon notificeti on be the Secretary of the Uuseum 
Committee she shall have prepared notices ef the co~~itto 
meetings. 

She shall keep a register of visitors and report 
their number to the Secretary before each meeting .f 
the Oemmi ttee. 

She m~ conduct distinguished visitors .r invest~ 
igators and stUdents when necessary thrOUGh the Uuseum, 
but she is not expect~d to devote more time than is 
necessary to this purpose. 

She shall assist students, or properly accredited 
persons, in the use of Museum material in accordance 
with the regulations of the Co~ittee on the use of 
material. 

Special nr urgent cases not coming within the 
scope of those regulati ons should be referred immediatel~­
to a member of the Administrative Sub~CJmnittee. 

Sho shall see that the :Jluseum stenographer is 
properly provided wi th nork and SI1 t-m.sf nctory performs h I)'.:' 
du ties. 

Except fo~ such dUDios as are dete~ined by tho 
Assistant Bursnr, she shnll direct the services of the 
jani tor in such i70rk as ffi8i}' be necessary in the ~.IU.JCur1 . 

She shall report inmediately any con pl[l.inttl r:i t ll 
regard to the services of the Huseum stenographer, the 
janitor, or any usual c onditi~n of ' the building to the 
Chairman of the Administrative Sub~Committee. In the 
absence of the Chairnan, she shall communicate ".Ti th the 
Bursar or the Assistant Bursar. 

\7i th regard to supplies needed she shall communic. 
ate wi th the ChRirf1an f)f the Administrative SUb-Co-arrni ttec. 
RS provided in the memorandura on requisi tions. 

Any natters of detail not c overed by the ':Lbov o . 
shall be brought to th e attenti on ef the ~l.(lmini str 8, t :~.iT ' 
GlA.b ,~Conrrni tteo q 
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P30POSED REGUJJ~ TIors on THE USE OF MATERIAL 

I. . HFlteri['ol kept in cases shp.ll be regarded ns not 
nvnilnble for removal from the cases for inspection 
and study without a vlritten application on IJ. prescrib ...... 
ed fonn signed by two members of the Comrni tt, 
The application must give the naN~ and'address of the 
applicant, the material to be eX~ined, and a definite 
statement of the reason for the application. 

2. (One of the f 01lm7inG P.lothods to be decided on): 

([1) Bver~T ~p1?licfttion must be I:lpode nt least t-.70 
days before the L1a torinl is required. The 
f\)rD. shall be loft with the Assistant Curator, 
r.ho \nll obtain the necossary siGnatures. 

\r 

(b} The applic~t sh~ll in porson present tho 
for:-1 for siC::3.tUI\.; tr. ['BY t",:,'O noubers of the 

00i'1"'1 i t too h 

3. The application for!:1 s~l['.ll contain, for the in ..... 
fomation of r.le~;1bers of the COr:lI!li tte4, r-.. series of 
letters of the ~lphabet indicatinG the relative value 
of material in snne such schomo as the foll~~~ng: 

D ~ ~licate: m~y be used. 
o .;.. Ordinar::: of no t ::1Uch value 
~ ...... Too Fragile for re~oval or handling. 
V ~ Too Vnluable f or ordinary ex~iLation. 
U - Unique. 

The il.ssistant Cl1rntor i7ill nark en each p.pplicatioll .. 
before it is siGned, the nppropriate letter of the 
alphabet fror.1 the ab0ve classification for tho infor::1~ 
n tion of the menbors of the Con.rni ttoe. 

4 . noadors r..:~y not -,71'i to u:pon, da~aGo, tU.1'n .:lo',m· the 
leaves; or r:1a:::e any r.mrl-c "t"lhr;, tsoever upon 9.Il;sr booY.:, manu-­
script, or nnp b 01 on . in£; t(') the I lt1Senr:l , nor sh3.l1 they 
ir. any Y!ny nl tor the c n:1i tion .)[ other mntcrial i'7hich 
they ~ey bo ex~~ini~~ 

5. The orasure of any :1ark or \7ri ting on P~ny bool\:, 
m['~uscript , or ~ap is strictly prohibited, 
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&. No copying ur tracing shall be allowed to be made 
without permission to that effect being stated on the 
application_ 

7. ITo photographs shall be nade of any ~bjects 
wi th ou t permi ss ion s ta ted on the appli ca ti on., 

8. All !!useum material concerned in any applicatt~n' 
must be used in the presence of the Assistant CUrat0r, 
or one of her assistants, or a member of the C(Jmmittee

o 

9. It shall ~e wi thin the power' of the 
Committee to Qacide, if necess~rYt th~t material may 
be extunined Gn:i.:;,r Gn specified days or at specified 
hours o 

10. The Assistant Cur8tC'r I.',r nne of her assistcnts 
shnll see th['~t mftterinl removed from cases is rGturned. 
intact and properly locked in after examination . 

11, Application shall be kept on file after being pro~ 
sented nnd shall not be returned to applicnnts. The per 
mit refers in genernl to ,ne specific .ccnsi on and new 
applications must be mnde out for the u~e of other mctC' -_ 
io1 or the same material nt other ti~esJ except when cnv 
examination is not sufficient to complete the work und 
the snme ~~terial is required on conseoutive days by the 
same npplicant. 



UcOORD :mtTlolru uusmr 

(Form Letter no. I) 

SUGGESTED FOE.1 LETTER FOR REFUSAL Oil IlATERIll.L 

The HcOord }lusonm Cormnitteo, at its rocent meeting, 
aftar cexoful considerati~n docided ~ith rogret that it 
could nit accept your offor of the undernoted mnteriel 
a.s it hn:rdly coaes r:i thin thE) lif!li ted scopo to 't'7hich the ' 
Comni tteo h"ts been r)1)1~_ 3r. C' for t:'10 ::?resc~t to oonfino it ... 
solf, owing to the restricted space Rt the disposnl of 
tho Uus eUI'1. 

Thfmkine; you en bohn.lf of the COJ:1Di ttee for your con.­
sideratil!)n in offering this no.terin.l, 

I nm, 

Faithfully yours, 

Assis trm t Cure tor. 



LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL July 4, 1919, 

Dr. F. D. Adams, 
Faculty of Applied SCience, 

McGill University. 

Dear Dr. Ada.ms: 

Enclosed is the report on the McCord Collection for 
your personal information. 

Mr. C. w. Linds~ promised me yesterday .3,000. toward 
the expense of installation, pravided I can get two other sub­
scriptions of $3,000. each for the same purpose. 

Enc. 

Sinoerely yours, 

~foL~-
University Librarian. 
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14tl:. ~U 1 t, 1919. 

~e C i an, 

r r Art Co n ~i1. 

:at'ona1 I~ller t 

o · ... AIIA. Ont. 

D r H'r:-

• "t"'id l\. cCord,' .c. rec 1 r co In·.... e ith 
~ir - bert 0 en sire .ior 0 e n · ... Gil1 

Univ . sit re1~as inr t at ' ~t' o ol.ro , ~ich I In er tend 
isaon"" 0 ebrolP"httoo ld, 

!') 1 be ent 0 t.e 'cC rd ~ ti hal 
.... u 11 Univp.rsit on r I, '0 be h n t t e 0 en nr- ') 

.1 0"11: " i c~ ill t9.' en'. e n .... t Oc 01:> r. 

~ ,... "cCord h!ls re ently prosente. to cGil1 Jni rsi t is 

vcr T v llAl ~ collect'on o~ Maps, specinons an~ reli~s. e c~ r 1 ing 

is 

to ~ c o!tr 
~ft . n one tee thpre s - r 1 te 

collect'on o¥ ob' c s con~ eted it Gener 1 01 en' is n 

~ 1 !..eCord call et'on le Obe~l')ll1n n 'l-in 

ed on tr. onth- eRt .! rn 1" 0 e eG'11 Uni 8 e 

is r.o bein nr nared to rece; it a.n I re to . '1'1')1 0 • .....cCQrd 

v r OrLr 'tl' in 1" is r .lll e 

in of.. e 1 en."! in 8ssoci t ion 

f,rp, T'lie 1re 'n If}'3 ion "11 be 

th he 0 h 1" () o 

hi r' ooP . r loa. on th e OOv s· on 0 h 0 an n 0 

1'0 .... s e t' .. b 1'11 t L:J. 1 ce On Ootober 0 4 e ""0 cnt car. . ,'~ n lonen a 0 e, n. 

1" ,in 
our. v 1" s neerel' 

,.. r} ri in..!... 



.... eI'10randUID ::roffi ... -r. kcCord 

To Dr. F.D. Ldams, 
Acting Prine~pal. 

_re -6Cord returned at 12.50. 

13th. August ,1919. 

":.e car.not -:ino ei ther in tl € Canadie.Yl Alr!1anacYs or 

Art Assoeiat.ton of 11.ontrAc 1 who the Advisory Arts C\)uncil at 

Ottawa may be, but I suspect, as does the nrchasin? Committee, 

to wi t: Sir Ed,,:ard rmlker, Sena tor BO~Ter and Dr. Shepherd. 

I woulc attach rreat importl3.nce to ~Tr;'lr kindl~T V\riting 

a letter today, as Act!cg Principal, and 1 would adiress it: 

Advisory Arts Council (usine Borden's term), llational Gallery 

Ottawa. I v;ould say sornet:tine in tnis fon':: 

'F.eferrine to a letter which r. LcCord has sent to 

Sir Hobert Borden, the PreErier, and tr.e Chancellor of 

1.cGill :Ini ver2i t:,;r, suegesting that I. est's 1!::Jea th 0 f 

Uolfe", if there were not time to decide where it 'rill 

remain in C'3. "la da, th"t it r.:ig't,t be sent to the opening 

of the 1~cCord .;ational .• use'lrn, in Montreal (a pern:anent 

home for which has been fnrniRhed by tr~is Uni "ersi ty) 

where the'l"e are the "in est ~. 01 fe rel ics in the . orl d. ' 

2he nicture May no t ye t be in Canda, and :,ou migr. t add in the 

letter that if t1:is be so, steps P1igr_t be taken to bring it oU ..... 

immediately; otherwise you Mieht not l".:.ave it here for onr cpening. n 



161 cot 
ontr .. a • 

sq.,K.C., • _,B.C •• , 
Road, 

Dear r. oCord:-

I ha 
Januar 26 and 28 h, 

ake a parso 1 appeal 
eontri ut10ns to yo r e 
appro 0 of such an appe~l. 

our letters 0 
hat "Oll he 1d 

f1peclal 
e to 

The Go'Vernors of he 
d sirous that 0 pooial appoal uho 1 
the pr sent tim t seei g that it ill 
for us before 1 ) to >0 to th pu 11 

rge of one7, to be distributed to r10us 
De a t ants of the Uni er ity hiah are iu S r 0 
need of finanei 1 support. I oul. therefore, 
sug eat to you t at no a ) n1 e at the pro ent 
t1 e, but that we 0 the best e can ith the motte7 
a our dis osa1. 

• Gould, I 
death approaohed Lord 4tholstan 

hal remis to 
at a later dn 8. 
to-dn t but on 

e ether. 
b tiQ 
I ill 
S coe 

1th e t ish .. 
.1 re in, :.vour 1 Cl r l¥, 

oting Prlnclpal.. 



MONTREAL, March 6th, 1920. 

Dear Principal Adams: -

The late Mr. Gould did 

speak to r.:le about the 1;1useum. I told him about 

the very large number of comndtments on my part, 

made in the same way that others I ar.:l sure are f , 

committed, by the means of co- operative campaigns, 

which have been amazinBly successful in getting 

people to mortgage the future. 

I promised to let 

Mr. Gould know when my secretary was enabled to 

tell me that sufficient of these obligations were 

discharged to warrant my considering other worthy 

suggestions of a like nature. I :;reatly regret, 

drear Principal Adams, being obliged to call a 

halt for the present. 

Principal F. D. Adams, 
McGill University, 
MOH T ~ E A L. 

Yours sincerely, 

. ~MtU{/ 



arch 
ourth 

1920. 

Lord Atholstan, 
538 Sherbroo St. est, 

ont'real, r U 0 

Der.r t rd Atholstan:-

. seein 
rlte 

to he 

;hen I had he p1e~suro of last 
you you ere good eno~h to s~y t at you (ould 
to me ith ref renc to your subscription 

aCord, ~orial useum Fund. 

s r. Go ld undoubtedly inLormed 
,ou berore h10 ~eath, we bav rec lveJ three sub­
script'on of J.OOO, 3.000 ani L,OOe respectively, 
I'l}:ich re a:ie con itional on the r ~1 'np' of the 
total Rum of 10,000 ~ quire ~or th esta lishment 

o the us urn. In orier to sccure this 8,000 it 
ls, t~erefore, necessary for us to h~ve an aiiltionnl 
subscrlptl0 of J.GOO. a. i it VlU" ith refe e 'Je to 
thia that ~r. ~ouli spoke to you. 

I ' it 1a v ry i portant Por us to 
co plete the subscription at the earliest possible 
dat , so t~ m y proceed 1 h the equipment of the 
Museum, I shal be reatly oblire i yoa ill be 
goo1 enou h t~ 1 t e know that e sh~ll receive ~rom 
you the oubser ption concerninp ich r. ~o ~ld spoke 
to you before his uea h • 

. 1th be~t wlnhes. 
I 

~ reca1n, ~e~r Lorl Atholstan. 

Yours very s naerely, 

lotin _rlncipal. 


