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mCGILL LIBRARY'S 
ADDED TREASURES 

Extensive Purchases Made in 
Zoological and Ornitho­

logical Books 

EXPERT'S TRIBUTE 

Gerhard Lomer Back 
From Europe After Making 

Acquisitions With Dr. 
Oasey A, Wood 

"So tar as Great BritaIn !s con­
~crned, :UoGlJl University library In 
its departments of general zO<Jlogy 
and Ornithology, is inferior only to 
that of the Dritish 1fuseum. It is 
worthy to rank at least with the lib­
rary of the Zoological Society of 
London in these branches O'f science. 
and it Is almost certainly superior in 
thooe respec.s to the library of any 
other B!"IUsh institution, not except­
ing the Unlversiti('~ df O~ .. tord and 
Cam'brldge. 

Dr. Gerhard R. Lomer, Ubrarian 
of .1:cGlll University, who has been 
over in England, together with Dr, 
('asey ,"ood, making purchases for 
~he DI4coker Li'brary of ZoolOciY and 
the Emma Shearer Wood Library of 
Orr~lthology, reached Montreal on 
Saturday on the ::.vrinnedosa, 
when questioned about his miEslo 
he cited the foregoing expression of 
opInion, which had teen made by an 
Engllsh expert familiar for twenty 
years with thp Ubraries of Great Bri­
tain. who had looked o'ver these pur­
chases. 
~o avalla!ble source ot valuable 

material was passed over and books 
were obtained fram out-o·f-the-way 
dealers in the English provinct's as 
well a.~ from London and Paris spe­
ciallstl:l in SCientific literature. Every 
effort was made to obtain boo'ks in 
the best possltlle condition, and in 
many cases the works we. re splendid 
examples of the booklblndeh, art, 
and owing to eXc'ellent shippIng ar­
rangements, mo~e than half the 
books have alrE'adybeen delivered in 
Canada, A speCial effort wa.q made: 
to obi'l.ln material from Itu~q!a, a'll 
there Is CVf>ry reason .') f(Our that In 
that country s ·e.nt!!lo pu'bllf!atJone' 
have been pulped for Balshevik pro­
Plugan{}a pu rposE'S or other reasons. 
Early Australasian periodIcals which 
are frEl<]uently ref(>rred to, but dlff!­
cut to find by reason or their rar­
Ity, were also bought wh~nev(>r the 
o)'l'Portuni'tJ' o~rerl"d. Tn Ule l'Jmma 
;jlHlarer "Yood JAbra ry of Ornithol­
ogy, ospecially, the utmost endeav­
or was llIaue '0 ensure representa­
tion of ev"I'Y o· li'holaogical journa,l. 
and Dr. "Wood ha~ already well un­
der way a desC'riptive <'atalogno of 
all bird periodicals ever publlshf)d. 

SOIEJ.'TIF'IC VOY,\GES 

"Th~ r('ports of se entiric voyages 
aI''' of great zoological int(>rest," re­
m Irked Dr. Lome -, "and the l3ilacl{­
er Library is no\\" fortulla,te e!lough 
to ('ontil"n such claSsIcs as 'Coquille' 
',Sulphur', 'La necherche,' 'Ural1ie e: 
:'hj"S!eienne.' 'Belgi(·a.' 'Astrolaohe' 
'Astrolabe et Zelee.' 'J<,rebus' UII1 
'Terror.' 'rhe last t'hree are of great 
r~l'ity, and until the God-man .qalt' of 
P.a.t<ly this yeal', It was next tom­
possible to trare a sale of a compte 
~et of the 'Astrola-be et Zele(" v 'f-
age. for uI}wards of twpnty years I 

Among monumental wOrkB t 
7o~0lbglst will be glad to fInd at Ml I 
Gill such publications as Godm~ n 
and Salvin'/:I Biologia Centrall-A;;;­
er~cana, Splx and :'\fartlns for Bra7.II, 
1Illne-Edwnrds tor 1[exlco, Grandi­
dler for l\1adagasear, Rmith for South 
Afrloa, Deshayes anil Lucus for ,\1-
gerla-, and Prinet) C. L. Bonaparte 
for Italy. 1"0 the average layman 
these <ll'e but names, but to the sci­
entist they will IndIcate how thor­
oughly the library Is being equIpped 
wIth essentials, 

.of great hIstorIc, aR well as In­
tnnslc Intcr('st, is It copy Of th(> fa­
mous 'Hlstol'ia ~aturalls' of Pliny I 
th,: Younger. This thIrd edition in I 
IJomt ot date, but first in point of 
beauty, was prInted at Verlce in f 
1472 and may be regard I'd as the 
chle! glory of Jenson'" Press. This I 
copy has a uniqu" and b"l1utiful his 
torlated Initial or 'he 15th cpntury 
In perfect condition, rp-presenting 
PUny ofterlng his book to the Em­
peror. The volume is further inter­
esting as dOUbtlf>~s h:1ving han Its 
shar€l In Influenelng the tYPA or the 
Kelmscott Pres!;, for the cop\" he­
longed to the library of 'Villlam 
1Ion-ls and still bears his book lahe!. 

It was :1lso learned trom Dr. Lomel' 
that the librar~' had h('en successful 
In purchasing a. numb!!r of OOTI 

superb zoological works, and these.' 
with those already in the ornitholo­
gical library, torm a complete set. In 
the same m·anner the works ot Daniel 
Glrand El110t have been collected 
Noteworthy additions have also 
been made to the Emma Shearer 
\Vood Library ot Ornithology. inclI.id­
ing Selby's book on BrItish Ornlthol­
O'S"Y, second only in bulk to his Au­
dubon already In 11 cGiIl , and various 
works by Levaillant, with superb il­
lustrations color-printed from cop­
perplates and hand-finished. :'\lath­
ew's splendid work on the birds of 
AustralIa, now entirely out of print, 
Is another addition. 

The library has succeeded In ob­
taining the entire collection ot letters 
addressed to the late Dr. R. Bowdler 
Sharpe, the eminent ornithologist, 
which comprises thousands of let­
ters from zoologists in all parts of 
the world, and is a mine of informa­
tion to the historian of ~atural Sl.':­
ence. After it has been arranged, it:; 
Importance as dIrect evidence In re­
gard to events concerning ~atural 
History In the latter part ot the 19th 
and the beginning or thE' ~(lth cen­
turies, cannot, in the opinion of Dr. 
Lomer, be over-estimated. 

The gIft of $40,000 for thE' est:Lb­
lishment of a library on zoology was 
made by Robert R. Blacker and Xel­
lIe Can!leld Blacker, of California, 
early this year. Dr. Gerhard R. 
Lomer went over to Europe at the 
end of :IoIay, and he and Dr. Casey 
A. \Vood have devoted a large part 
of the summer to looking over pur­
chases for this library, together with 
the Emma Shearer ·Wood Library. 
Dr. Lomer was also able to secure a 
number of books of general interest 
for other departments of the library, 
and, In particular" some very !lne 
specimens of manuscripts and early 
printing for the Morgan collection, 
which forms already an admirable 
nucleus for an exhibition of the his­
tory of printing 

Dr. Casey Wood Is returning 
Canada by a later boat. 



LI BRARY OF McGI LL UNIVERSITY 

DeA,r Sir: 

MONTRItAL, 

September 
twenty-seventh 
1 9 2 1 

~/ing to the Centennial 
Celebration the meeting of the Lib­
rary Committee scheduled for Monday, 
October 10th, the date of the meet­
ing has been changed, with your 
approval, to Tuesday, October 18th, 
at 4.30 p .m. 

As an informal report on 
the work of the summer I enclose a 
Clipping from the Gazette. 

FaithfullY yours, 

Enc. University Librarian. 

Sir Arthur CUrrie, 
Principal, 
McGill University. 
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LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

G ER H ARD R LOME R, M . A . P H. D. , 

LI8RA~IAN 

Sir Arthur CUrrie t 
Principal, 
McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

February 8 1922. 

BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

As Mr. Robert R. Blacker (Box 313, 
Pasadena, California) has just paid the final 
installruent of the ~OtOOO.OO which he is 
giving to the Library yoU ma;y possiblY wish 
to send an acknowledgment on behalf of the 
Finance Committee. The Library Committee and 
Corporation have alrea~ expressed their appre­
ciation. 

Faithfully yours, 

University Librarian. 



R. R. lHao_or. EtHJ., 
Psaadon .• Galifor ie. 

Denr ;1". F.lacker:-

Deoember 9th, 1926. 

Our Libra!"1 n .. Dr. I ,o!!lor't has 
informed me that ono more you have been generoue 
to the l~oGill l,lbrary ~nd tha.t you and, ~fre. 131aokex' 
hsve no made it possible for n ~err et ontnloene 
o~ ou~ ~oologic 1 atarial to be Made up. Anything 
thst Dl-. Cns y r.ood and Dr. :.ol!ler ndertQke' ill e 
ell done ~n a or it to all conearned in it 

p:roduct_on. 

VOU lust erivo ereRt s~t1~factlon 
fro~ hnving ~ ~e it possible to oollect ~uch an out­
stMld!ng ooloe;loal I,ibr&ry. 1 nr.l sorr that you have 
ne er seen it and I ~ost e rnostly suggest that you 
oonr.lder co 1ne to :'ontreEi 1 on the OCCl'.e ion of 011" 

annua.l C onvooa tion xero is.es • 'hicll te.1':a p1 ce 0 the 
lest }<'rl r~.l in ".l1.y. It 'onld give ·us (';1" at plea 11'0 
to have you nd Lady Curri6 and 1 ould f~al honoured 
if yeu and Mrs. Hl cker woul stn with us during 
:'lour vls1t. 

T'·1th all good ishos and the 
as Sllranoe th t your. gifts h.3.va hOP.ll rmoh n.pprqc ip. t d 
by 'cGill Unl arslt.y, 1 fl.1'Q, 

o rs fatthfvll.:-. 

Pr1nc1p 1" 



S. P.R. ~e1egraIh 

:rs. R. R. 31acker, 
Pasaden r

, 0'li orn:'. 

GRE.n.:'L Y SHOCIGD ':'0 LEARN TH 

.:ontrea1, ll.:r;ril 23rd., 1927. 

PLE 3E ACC:PT ''Y "; I;~ERE ,:.r..:r>:':WT :: r YOUR GREhT LOSS. 



CANADIAN PACIFIC R'Y. CO.'S TELEGRAPH 
FORM T.O. 1 

TELEGRAM 
CABLE CONNECTIONS TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 

J. McMILLAN, General Manager of Telegraphs, Montreal. 

NA600 49 NL 

PASADENA CALIF 25 

A W CURRIE 

MONTRt:A L WE 

YOUR TELEGRAM APRIL 23 10 MRS R R BLACKER RECEIVED BY ME 

INFORMATION REACHING YOU REGARDING MR SLACKERS DEATH WAS 

INCORRECT HIS BROTHER EDWARD SLACKER DIEDHERE SOME TWO MONTHS 

AGO MR AND MRS SLACKER ARE NOW IN EAST AND WILL RETURN 10 

PASADENA ABOUT MAY 15 

E J SLACKER. 

J 



E. J. Blaaker. Eso., 
Pasadena, California. 

D er r. Blaaker:-

April 26th. 1927. 

I am Qel1ght d to reaeiv 
yo r telegram this morning. The information 
on hich I acted ae contained in a ~ettor 
reoeived at oar Library £rom Dr. Casey ¥ood. 
From it we understood t at Ur. R.~. Blacker had 
died about t .. o .onths ago. ·raturll.ll)', 19 are 
all greatly pleased that such z not the case. 

Some 'time ago I :rote to 
Mr. »lacker exp~esa1ng he hope ~hat ae would 
b here at the t me of our olosing cere~on1es 
in llay. I take i t from your telegra~ that we 
are not going to have that pleasure th1s year. 

Yours faithfully, 

Princ Ipal. 



. 
.. . 

. ,1hrltl-'vl'lt mltUk~~ 
...... , -If "~1. rJ-:~ !JI!.f . 
1JH ~t U) \.'xt.l-t , ([:nl. 



R. R. Bl oker. Esq •• 
Box 313, 
Pas d ~. 0 llfornla. 

Dear Sir:-

S pt bar 22nd. 1928. 

I am n receipt of ~o r kind letter 
addressod to Sir Arthur Curri. mhe Principal Is 
at present in Europe and ,111 not be back for some 

e ks. 

eanihile, may I tak thl opportunlty 
to thank you very much for your letter and the great 
benefIt hlch your genoro y he- c nf rrod on our 
University. It ~il ,no ou t,ln or at you to know 
that w ar making a grea r efror th n hitherto to 
9xten the importance of the Biological sciences and 
partioularly the interests of th Zoological Depart­
ment. For this reason your valuable contribution Is 
all the more appreciated. 

I have given instructions ith reference 
to your reoueat as to the title page of the volume. 

1th kind r ga d • 

Very sinoerely yours. 

Acting Principal. 



• 

Dr. G. R. Lamer, 
University Librarian. 

De r Dr. Lomer:-

Sept cbar 22nd, 1928 • 

I am sending yo herewith 
oopy of 8 letter received from Ur. R.R.Blacker, 
hleh explains it If. 

1 presume hi request 
regardIng the title page ia in order and I 
would be glad if you ~ould comply ith it. 

Yours faithfully, 

Acting Principal. 



Deooznb 12th, 1927. 

r. and orB. R. R. Blackar, 
Pas dna, C lifornla. 

D ar 'r. and 'rs. 

gra of 1 thanks the 
dated Deceznber 5th, 
intentIon to make a 
to cG111 Unl erslt 
L1 ar. 

1 cker:-

L t e okno ledge Ith 
reoeipt of your oommunioation 
in whioh you intimnte your 
further contribution of 33,000 
for th ~ccount 0 th laoker 

The Bo~rd of Governor eats 
in fo days nd I kno th y 111 ba ry 1'1 ed 
indeea. to he _' ef your oontinu d }:Ira.c tlcal inter s t 
in th Library. a very fine 
monu ent and one hleh lncro tng 
int rest to sohol rs and in Zoology 
and 1ndr d u j et • 

sity 
this 
ith 

ny I on 
nd 11 it~ friends sk 

inadequate exp ession of 
11 good ish s, I am, 

b 1f of he Univcr­
ou to p1 se aooept 
our er ltud, nd 

Yours £aithfu11y, 

Prine ipa.l. 



GERHARD R. LOMER, M.A., PH.D. 

LIBRARIAl'{ 

McG ILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

. MONTREAL 

A. P. S. Glassco, Esq., 
Bursar, 
McGiII University. 

Dear Mr. GIassoo, 

It gives me pleasure in bringing to your 
attention the folIo ing cable received today from 
Dr. Casey A. ood: 

"Notify Principal Currie BIackers give eighteen and 
I three thousand. Twenty-one thousand BIacker Library 
next eight months. Annotat ions needed. I1 

Faithfully yours, 

L/F University Librarian. 
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de r Dr. Oasey od. 

L er told me to4 1 t 
or4 ~ro you th t yo r n r y 

tbe intsr. I ineer 1 tru t tb t tift e 
7 0 u, 1'or It ,. hen the w athol' is f1ne 111 one ot the 
ple anto t spot 
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nd his other 

. h 7 returned to 
nd C mpbell tol 

on 

'lITe weeks they never 
En 1i h Channel on tho 

I wa iD 1 
~here ere 
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G thl t 
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EDEN HOTEL 

VIA LUDOVI81 

ROME .." ..;0. O. 
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Jus year go I un in Florenoe, ..... tor 
havine ~pant a fortnicht in Rome, n I kno 11 
tho d liBhttul th r you ar h ing~ To u • too, 
tho fino aather ha co ,and th olf link ere 
opon tod y for the first tiDe this e~son. nch 
a I would like to, I cannot have ~ g mo, b oauce 
today nd y tordny ,0 are ntort n lnlng a e Oup 
of ixteen he drna tors of ng1ish Public Sohoolc 
ho ar9 making a tour through Cnn an for the pur­

PODO of visiting 11 the C nadinn Universitios 
ith 10 to docid4ng hother or not the i h 

to r commend to publio school boys tho advisabilIty 
of tnklne th ir University trninine in Canada. 
Th delegation 1 hoade by Dr. C r1l 0 ood, 
he dD tor of H rro , ho Is ut :ring Ith no. 

By tho ay, many of your old friend h ve 
d1'od recontly. I kn I havo ri tt n nearly 
do.en letters Of condolenoe in th 1 at ton day • 

bner Kinem n nd Harold Hanpcon ore burt d 1 t 
'ondny. urr y 11110.09 bout ok aCo. 
r lth aito a bur! d ye tor O¥ at H milton. 

Hav you heurd 0 C 111' wonder ul 
disco ry tn our Bio-~hemi try Labor to ? 

Lomer told oe at th 0 tine of th 
Libr ry Co ittee the oth r dlW that you. r 

njoying cood he lth thi ,intor. 

~h ma t r of an honor r.1 
r. Bleck r 00 up for d 'cls1on n k. 

Ith kind at li hon to ood. 

I a • 



· ' 

Telephone; 
WESTER:> 7118'" 7119. 

Telellrams:-
NAT'us,ro~. SODTHK)·!NA. LONDO .... 

Sir Arthur Gurrie, 
Principal UcGill University, 

l~ontre::..l, Canada. 

Dear Sir Arthur :-

BRITISH :MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY), 

CnO:UWELL ROAD, 

LONDON, S.W.7. 

27 A~o-ust 1930. 

You will, I am sure, be gratified to leurn that Mr . and 
.irs . Blacker of Pasadena and the undersigned have further 
subscribed to the Zoological Funds of the University. 

The Blackers will donate # 10.000 and 1.#,2.000 , payable 
in February 1931 and July 1931. The money is to be expended 
.ainly for the publication of the menuscript (annotated) 

Catalogue of the Verebrate Zoological treatises in all the 
-, cGill libraries, on \Ihich the Staff and I have been engaged 
for the past six years, and for the ac~uisition of certain 
desirable items for the Blacker and E.S.W.Li braries. 

These subscriptions will enable us to complete a scien­
tific cont:ribution to faunal bibliography much needed by 
librarians and students throughout the world, and will, I 
think, draw addi tiona.l 2,ttention to the enviable stonding 
occupied by UcGill Libraries i.n University and natura.l history 
circles everywhere. 

I would be much pleased if you "viII acknowledge this 
recent donation to };Ir. and lilrs, Blacker, 

Sincerely yours, 



e pt . er 
Sixth 
1950. 

Or .. C 7 A. 
Zoologic 
BrIt! he, story 1, 
Or 11 Road, 
Lon on, s. .1, En..,;land. 

Dear Dr. 0 

Sir Arthur curri is o.cCVWj,l=:.J.:J 1nc :re 13 tty 

en ls :ue.l d your lotter ot Ut."'USt 27th only 

d fe 1nut El before he 1 '.. Sir Arthur 0.8 deliehted to 

1 of t furtb r donat ion hIe u e.nd rr and:r Bleckcr 

'"in..., to out' Li r le. Rnll he s nt an .c'a1<rJlc nt to 

You 111 prob bly ar furth r from Sir 

Arthur on hi r turn. 

Yours V9r,y truly. 

er tary to th Principal 
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~ dear • and • lac r: 

th ·11 00(1 
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'Pt lber 
Firth 
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t t this ackn 
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lthfhlly. 

Princi 



.. 
TeleJ)holOl.~ : "- • 

BRITISH MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY) 
• ,'YEsTERN 6323~ 

Telegrams :-
N a THISMUS. SOUTHKENB. L ONbo N. 

S I' rthur Curl' e, 
Principal, 

cJ l Un versity, 
1 ~ontrt:8 , Cllna1a. 

Dp~r ir rth~ : -

C RO:\1WELL ROAD, 

LONDON, S.W.7. 

15 SeDte er 1 30. 

Thr ~nuscr pt of Vol~lln of ~y Intro uct n an" C~ta-
ogue ( I enclose proo o~ title ~n~ front S J ace) Cl in tne 

canrs of the T~iverstty of Oxfor~ Press anr ~he re alnceI' of 
the w rk s ~ract c ~ ly cOT,le ~.n L~ ~rtt·pn for~. I a 
no~ corroctin~ th p :irst ~ sl p" proofs. As I leave for Rome 
to-~orr~w _ ~~ avo f ~hp L ndon wint r - I wl h to say to y u 
t.~t I have m~ n a 1 arvAngements w th the Press to lrlng out 

('It.. VO UffiAS f'rring 1.31. 

" 

Durin'" my et,ay n Ro e .y as'"'istant ln tLp. rltlsh Museum, 
,. ER L l1an v P!1, 75 C~rlton H 11, .... t. Jol1n ' Fi (), L ndon, 
r; ./ . . vI1I holp 11. i. th the proof rea 'ne:, etc. She lA the one 
who knOVI s a:"~ Slbou... ',h 1,q f)rk an':::' ls most comnetc It to f n eh 
tee proof re ~"1'1g 8.1'~ f! nerall to COIDY):"et.e he S0 e.ne 0 ... pub-

eh n~ an'i l!''''"1 nIT th-; w r': v/hed re::! y for t 1stI' "' :.ltion. -L 

II 
anythine:......eh"uld ha ppen to rn8 - f's 1 t easily mlt;!:ht - I would like 11 
her pre Art, AalaI'Y cont {nu8C1 U:ltil tho v::>l'..lmes are Cl 1stI' utecl 
!3 • a ll 11£1 na etc. 

hn 
or 

ac"r 

not a ~ that t ~11 not bp. vorth w11 e to advert ze 
r ra e ao thnre will be 1 ttle co~~erc ~l emand 

ooks for tbp,lr s"_",,,,t,if c value and. tE i~dOs l( (~~) 
Cl tnA University ,ir..~ t:1C c.,.., compe.sat on. 

As wrote Dr . L :TIf>I , ' 

mr>ny cr'lpiP'" a C' hp, ~es 

s at ~(>rty to ha· e an~ use as 
p. pI'oporttor. of 1 cloth bou~j to 
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• Lomm a. c!"IPJ' 

nc re y yours, 



AN 

INTRODUCTION TO THE LITERATURE 
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BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

Aquarelle attributed to Charles Collins (ca. A.D.1736) of the 
Dodo, Raphus cucullatus. Original drawing from the Taylor 
White Collection in the Blacker Library of Zoology, Mc Gill 

University, Montreal, Canada. 



Sir Arthur Currie, 

DR. CASE Y WOOD, 
AUTHORS' CLUB, 
LONDON. S.W. 1. 

ENGLAND. 

Principal cGill University, 
~ontreal, Canada. 

Dear Sir Arthur :-

13 April 1931. 

Although our paths have not crossed my wife and I followed 
your successful visit to our old stamoing ground - the India of 
and about Delhi - and we COUld easily-imagine your contribution 
to the adornment of New Delhi. I don't suppose the English 
speaking world will ever know it by any other name. 

All my Canadian friends seem to be on the march lately. 
I have had several letters, newspapers, etc. from myoId college 
friend, the Rt. Hon. Sir George Perle~. Who would have supposed, 
when we, part of the "American Colony' were boys together in 
Ottawa that he, born in N.R., a St. Paul's Bchool student and a 
Harvard graduate, would rise to such (British) heights ~ However, 
~ wag fairly and well earned. 

I believe that Canada will (and ought to) benefit quite as 
much as the mother country from the Argentine Exhibition. You 
have much raw material and many manuf~ctured products to exchange 
with South America, not to mention an understanding on the wheat 
question. I wish the U.S. and Canada--~but there, that's enough 
of that ~ If-~' 

What I really desire to tell you is that when I came to Rome 
the beginning of last November to escape the fogs, snow, and other 
delights of the London winter climate, there were in jackets in my 
room at the British Museum (about) 14,000 sheets of typescript, 
printed and hand-written material that had accumulated, mostly in 
Montreal, during the last five or six years. These had been 
gathered, as you know, fist for a projected cat~logue of ornitho­
logical periodicals - the publication of which never materialized -
and later for a Catalogue of the Blacker Library. As the prospect 
for the latter did not appear to be more promising than the fate 
of the former I arranged with the Blackers ~( I 
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Sir Arthur Currie. 13 April 1931. 

contributing what r regarded as my share of the enterprise} ~ 
~(~ task of bringing out a practical treatise, to 

include a Catalogue of the vertebrate-zoological titles in all 
the McGill libraries. Dr. Lomer and others were good enough 
to assist me 1n this rather Qui~otic undertaking ~1n spite of 
all difficulties the task is now completed. J 

I would not undergo the mental fatigues and worries of that 
job again for all the wealth of Ind! - but fools rush in _____ . 
The cost in money has been enormous, the work endless and the 
thanks nil. Mind you, I am not complain1ng, as I went into the 
affair with my eyes wide open; I am just explaining. A week 
ago I wrote THE END on ~ manuscript page 9423, having passed 
upon, pared, polished and pruned that number of sheets in a little 
Over five months; not much time for loafing on the job. 

We have had on the hole a better winter than the rest of 
Europe - no snow, fogs, ice or ~erft cold weather. Mrs. Wood 
unfortunately is laid up with the 'flu" but will, I think, be well 
enough to leave here on April 28th. for a week in Lugano, then on 
to Vitznau for the summer. ThatBa fine place to finish reading 
the 300 or so pages of ~alley and page proof that still remain 
to complete the printer s job. 

My wife Joins me in kind regards to Lady Currle and yourself 
and I am, as ever, 

Cordially yours, 
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DR. CASEY WOOD. 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM. 
LONDON. S.W. 7. 

ENGLAND. 

Sir Artbur Currie, 
Prinoipal and Vioe-Chanoellor, 

YoGill University, 
Montreal, Canada. 

My dear Sir Artbur :-

26 September 1931. 

I did not reply to yours of June 17th. as there did 
not seem to be anything partioular to communicate. Since 
then my (and lamer's) Introduction to the Literature of Verte­
brate Zoology has been completed and will soon be mailed - your 
copy among the others. The enclosed leaflet furnishes all 
essential information regarding this compilation. As nearly 
the whole edition of 2000 copies will be mailed gratiS to 
Museums, Libraries and vertebrate zoologists all over the world 
I think it oannot fail to be of very considerable value to the 
library in partioular and to the University as a whole. More­
over, as you will see by the appeal on Page 1 (of the leaflet) 
the library should have several thousand exchange books, period­
icals, separates, etc., sent them and tBa: the library itself 
w1ll be plaoed on numerous mailing lists from which it ie now 
excluded. 

Th1s work bas cost a large sum in money, energy and 
grinding ,work on the part of MaGill officials 1n particular. 
They ought to have cred1t for it. If after all the bills are 
paid there is any money left from the speoial Blacker fund I 
intend to expend it mainly on periodioals wh1ch, to my mind, are 
the foundation of all literary research. 

I have little time to attend the meet1ngs of the British 
Association for the Advanoement of Science but with my brother-in­
law - Professor Cresswell Shearer~of Cambridge - I attended the 
Conversazione of the Royal Society and there met Dean Frank Adams 
and quite a few other former and present McGill professors in 
addition to numerous illustrious fellOWS of the Society. 



Sir Arthur Currie. 26 September 1931. 

I find it necessary to leave here in November for 
California, sailing direct by way of the Panama Canal to 
Pasadena, probably reaching that place about Christmas time. 

Please regard your volume of the Introduction and 
Catalogue as a Christmas card. 

With the compliments of my wife and myself to Lady Currie 
and yourself 

I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

------

CW/LB 



AN . INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LITERATURE OF VERTEBRATE ZOOLOGY 
based chiefly on the titles in the BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY, the Emma 
Shearer Wood Library of Ornithology, the Bibliotheca Osleriana [the Gest 
Library of Chinese Literature], and other Libraries of McGill University 
Montreal, Canada. Compiled and edited by CASEY A. WOOD, M.D., LL.D. , 

Collaborator, Division of Birds, Smithsonian Institution. 4to, pp. xix + 643. 
Col. frontispiece. Oxford University Press, London, 1931. Fifteen dollars 
or three guineas. 

LIBRARY McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL, CAN ADA 

J~ October 1st, 1931 

Tm~ft:~ hll~ fccCIitlrbt:t!n mailed to you from the Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, England, with the compliments of the 

THE BLACKER LIBRARY OF ZOOLOGY 

the work described above. It is hoped that the recipient of a complimentary 
copy of the work will place the Library on his mailing list and be able to 
contribute in exchange books, periodicals, separates, or tracts. Some of 
these may fill gaps in one of the University libraries. 

The BLACKER LIBRARY will also be grateful for autograph or typescript letters 
of naturalists, the purpose of which is stated on page 643 of the Introduction, 
under the heading ZOOLOGISTS. vtJ 
Exchanges are to be addressed to : 

THE LIBRARIAN, ~( 
Mc GILL UNIVERSITY, lJ'D ~~ '/ 

MO::~AADL~. \ c)O~ 
X.B.-If the work is reviewed by you kindly send a copy of the critique ~ 

DR. CASEY WOOD, AUTHORS' CLUB,2 WHITEHALL COURT, LONDON, S.W. I. 

[I] 





Th~ treatise above entitled is divided into three main sections. The first 
consists of introductory matter which furnishes a brief account of the litera­
ture of Vertebrate Zoology from the earliest times to the present-from the 
writings of ancient and medieval zoologists, Aristotle, Pliny the Second, 
Dioscorides, Averroes, et al to the more important treatises and monographs 
on ornithology, mammalogy, ichthyology, herpetology, and amphibiology 
of the twentieth century. Included are general treatises and numerous 
periodicals and serials, monographs on vertebrate palaeontology, zoogeo­
graphy, ecology, psychology, bionomics, experimental zoology, &c., likely 
to interest the advanced student and the librarian. 

Brief descriptions are also given of Natural History Societies, Museums, and 
Zoological Stations throughout the world; travelogues of naturalists; 
drawings of animal painters and illustrators, more than 5000 originals of 
which are in the McGill libraries. 

I t is hoped that physicians and medical libraries will find the work useful. 
As is well known, not only were the majority of ancient and medieval 
writers on natural history physicians, but many modern treatises on com­
parative and systematic zoology are the products of medical men. 

The second section of this Introduction is an arrangement of the Library 
Contents (on Vertebrate Zoology) in both chronological and geographical 
order so that a work on any desired subject can be quickly found and 
delivered to the student by the librarian. 

The third section is the largest and most valuable for both the research 
student and the librarian-a partially annotated Catalogue of the vertebrate 
zoological items in all the University libraries, forming a very large selection 
of important works on that vast subject. 

The McGill libraries are particularly rich in incunabula and other 
fundamental treatises on vertebrate zoology, as will be seen by consulting 
Chapter xix, page 127, in which a number of rare and unique items are 
briefly described. 

It may here be added that with the continual additions to the various 
University Libraries the collections now approach a total of 400,000 

volumes. 
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As from:- VI TA DEL ARROYO, PASADENA, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A. 

Dr. Gerhard Lomer, 
Librarian, 

oGi1l University, 
ontreal. Canada. 

Dear Dr. Lomer :-

10 ~Jovember 1931. 

BRlTSh 

ne r1y s I could Judg the very 1 rge cost of 
bringing out the Catalogue leaves the Blacker Fund so depleted 
that wo ou1d be unable to carry out the program that you and 
I have long had in mind. ·After p ying all the bills incident 
to prepari ~ th MS and for the publication and distribution of 
the volume there ould be little remaining for other activities 
connected ith the m nagement of the Blacker Library of Zoology. 

I laid all our troubles before Mrs. Baacker and she has 
just sent me very elcome cablegram generously promising the 
sum I suggested to meet our pressing needs, viz Four thousand 
five hundred dollars ( ~4500) payable in Canadian currency next 
February for the following purpo es, hich I give in order of 
urgency :-

1. The purchase of ss many PERIODICALS AND ERI IS as the 
fund will allo • 

2. Continuing the cataloguing of the Library until the 
midsummer holidays 1932. 

3. The binding of unbound volumes - periodicals in 
particular. 

4. The purchase of such other desiderata as the Fund will 
permit. 

I may say here, and I am sure ou will agree, that 
the yearly interest of the Blacker Endowment should not be spent 
for any of the above activities (except perhaps binding) but should 
be earmar ed for the purchase of current zoological magazines and 
serials, for continuat1on of the same, and for the purchase of odd 
volumes and numbers to fill gaps in 1ncomplete sets. The income 
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Dr. Gerhard Lomer. 10 November 1931. 

4. I have myself long list of other de iderata in 
zoology not in the cGill libraries, that pear on the 
m rket from time to time. I s gest that we wait until 1932 _ 
until e know the available b lance for such titles before 
ordering any of an expensive character for the Blacker Library. 

Finally, if I am alive, e shall have a "round up" of ways 
and means next ebruary and decide he future policy o~ the 
zoological libraries. 

Kindly note that my latest addres ls at the head of this 
letter, and believe me to be 

ery Sincerely yours, 



COpy FOR SIR ~~THUR CURRIE 

r 31 . 

., 





LIBRARY OF McGILL UNIVERSITY 

GERHARD R . LOMER, M.A. , PH . D ., 
LIBRARIAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Prinoipal, 

MONTREAL 

MoGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

Ootober 5, 1920. 

I i~ve to-day reoeived the following 

telegram from R. R. Blacker of Chicago: 

"Through suggestion of Dr. Casey Wood I 
desire to present to McGill University a 
library on Zoology. He will confer with 
you and represent me. I desire him on 
purchasing board." 

In acoordance with your instructions 

I !~ve notified Mr. Glassco and i~ve telegraphed 

to tLe donor expressing, on behalf of the Principal, 

the Governors, and the Library Committee, the sin­

cere appreciation of the University of this much 

needed addition to its scientific resources. 

In the library of books on Ornithology 

which Dr. Casey Wood recently presented to the 

University his intention was to establish a com-

plete research collection on tr~t special subject, 

and it is through him that this new donor is being 

induced to establish a similar collection for a-

nother branch of science. 

Such collections for.m invaluable additions 

to McGillts scientific librar,y resources, and adequate 
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Sir Arthur Currie. 

room will have to be provided for them in the 

immediate future. It cannot be too emphatically 

stated that the Library has entirely outgrown 

the present building in every department of its 

activit rand tImt it is seriously congested at 

the present moment. 

I trust trmt plans for the extension 

of University buildings will include a wing to 

the Library. 

Fai thfully yours t 

University Librarian. 



Dr. Casey • ood, 
Stanford University. 
Californl • 

Dear Slr:-

I beg to aoknowledge receipt 
of your letter of recent date ' ~ith reference to 
the Blacker Library. 

I regret to ha e to tell yo 
that ere Is on ill in thi office 0 letter 
trom ~r. Blaoker, though there Is oOPY of a letter 
of thanks from Sir Arthur to Yr. Blaoker aoknow- . 
ledging one dated December 5th,l927. This eorr s­
pondence ould n turally be kept in the Library 
and I bay communicated your Ish to ~lss Baddo • 
All she has been able to find on tile 1 a letter 
fro yourself to Dr. Lomer ot December 8th, and 
1 m enolosing here ith oOPY of thl. I trust 
it will give you the information you desire. It 
not, please let me know and I shall do my utmost 
to procure hat you dosire. 

I am glad to be able to tell 
you that Sir Arthur's health 1 very much improved. 
It Is no a matter of following a very r1gid diet 
nnd taking a lon~ rest. H sailed on the 28th ot 
June for England and expects to spend most of the 
summer Bome here on the ooast ot ormandy or 
Brittany. e are all looking forward to seeing 
him roturn in September oompletely restored. 

Yours faithfully. 



Secretary 
Sir ;~thur Oueei 
Principal llcGill Univ~rsity 
1.!ontrea,1) Oanada. 

D ar Sir~-

In Sir Arthur ~~rri 1 

poat e. 1 i ttle ir.formation ? 

OR. CASEY WOOO 

STANFORO UNIVERSITY 

CALIFORNIA 

abs ne will you kir..dly gi ve ~ by return of' 

! have m1elald the notes dictated to me by };:r. 

Bl~.~ r of Pasadens, Oaliforni I hen be gave his last don~\i.nJ ~ 

~ r vemb r) ~f 1.Cor to the Library. 

Will you plea •• send me a c~y ot hia lette?, for my guidance in ordering ~ 

book.) and greatly obUge 

Very sineerely your. 

In ~our rep 1y 1_ . . i A - ;(: n",ly tell n:.t; how Sir Arthur ie progressing. We are all 

anxiou8 to know • 

... . . . 


