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S0LO0L FOR RURAL IEAER
(LCULTURAY COILEGE

August [ith, 1921.

"We, the members of the Rural Leaders School in Session assembled at the
Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, Ont., would draw the atiention of
the Governing Bodies of the various Educational Institutions in Canada
to the fact that practically no provision has been or is being mads to
give instruction in rural sociologye

We would ask them to note the prominence being given to
Rural Sociology in the States of the Unione

Professor Cempbell of the International Young Men's Chris-
tian Association of Springfield, Mass., recently sent out a questionnairse
to 1,0l); Pducational Institutions in the U. S. A. rogarding the number
of faculties which were giving definite instruction in Rursl Sociologye
The replies were as follows:

GENERAL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

Institutions offering courses
Institutions not offering courses
No revnly received

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTIONS.

Institutions offering courses 53
Institutions not offering courses 92
No reply received L1

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

Institutions offering courses 115
Institutions not offering courses 1y
No reply received 68

NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS OFFERING COURSES 319
NULBER OF INSTITUTIONS NOT OFFERING COURSES 536

PROFESSORS OF RURAL SOCIOLOGY

General 185

Theological 38
Normal e 205y Bhaan

Total 367

In view of the inereasing recognition of the importance of rural
problems we would urge the early establishment of chairs of rural sociology
in all of our leading sducational ingtitutionse

That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Board of Governors
and Dean of Faculties of all of our larger Educational Institutions,
General Theological and Normal."




Reprinted from TaHE JOURNAL OF BACTERIOLOGY
Vol. VII, No. 2, March, 1922

OUR SOCIETY!

F. C. HARRISON
Principal, Macdonald College, P. Q., Canada
INTRODUCTION

The constitution of our Society states that the object of the
Society shall be the promotion of the science of bacteriology, the
bringing together of American bacteriologists, the demonstra-
tion and discussion of bacteriological methods, and the considera-
tion of subjects of common interest: Thus, in accord with other
scientific societies, its ultimate object is to make life a better
thing than it is, to help in the service of man, and to attempt in
some small measure to attain what Aristotle in Book III of
The Republic has expressed that:

Our youth will dwell in a land of health, amid fair sights and
sounds and receive the good in everything: and beauty, the effluence
of fair works, shall flow into the eye and ear like a health giving
breeze from a pure region and insensibly draw the soul from earliest
years into likeness and sympathy with the beauty of reason.

To accomplish these benefits, our work lies ready to our hands,
but our strength may be the greater and our faith the firmer if
we spare a moment from present toils to look back upon the
achievements of the past, to gather strength and encouragement
before confronting the future.

The Society was founded in 1900, under the presidency of the
late Prof. W. T. Sedgwick, a great teacher, an inspiring investi-
gator and a kindly spirit that radiated good will and courteous
consideration to others. In the two decades just past the Society
has increased in stature and in wisdom and in favor with fellow
workers.

! Address of the President at the Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the Society
of American Bacteriologists.
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150 F. C. HARRISON

The membership has grown from fifty in 1900 to over one
thousand in 1921. The Society has tasted the joy that springs
from labor, and perhaps its greatest achievement has been the
establishment of the JournAL and AsBsTrRACTS which are to
our workers ports and happy havens indeed. Further achieve-
ments of happy memory and daily use to the teacher and in-
vestigator are the Society’s card, the standard methods of many
routine proceedings; some order out of the chaos of bacteriologi-
cal nomenclature; and the commencement of work on standardiz-
ing materials and methods.

The recital of the past is an augury for the future. Can we,
at this time, suggest a policy for our Society? Are we able to
plan a codperation of efforts which will interest all members,
for each to give something of himself for the good of the Society,
and for the benefit of human life and effort?

“The keen spirit seizes the prompt occasion—makes the
thought start into instant action, and at once plans and performs,
resolves and executes.”

May I, therefore, take this opportunity of placing before you
a few thoughts regarding the future.

I. STEADY CAMPAIGN FOR MEMBERSHIP, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT
WHERE POSSIBLE OF LOCAL BRANCHES

Thanks to the activity of Dr. Ayers and his committee, there
has been this year a large increase in membership. But we must
have more, if the plans outlined for a larger journal are to be
carried out; a large membership is fundamental and when ob-
tained many other things will follow in consequence.

We have started a number of local branches. No scheme
offers better prospects of success for keeping the interest in the
Society between annual meetings. Every endeavour should be
made to increase these local organizations for, besides interest,
they afford opportunity for social meetings, arouse a feeling of
professional solidarity and permit of more frequent contributions
to our science. Further, by enlarging the field from which
members are drawn, the danger of narrow specialization is

avoided, and members of the local branches will be given a broader
outlook.
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II. IMPROVEMENT OF THE JOURNAL AND ABSTRACTS

When so much has been done in establishing these two im-
portant journals and bringing them to their present state of ex-
cellence, any drastic criticism would be a task of supererogation.
I mention this matter, however, because our Secretary, in his
circular letter dated October 25, 1921, stated that the Editor
must have more space in order that papers offered for publica-
tion may appear more promptly. In order to make the JournaAL
oF BACTERIOLOGY a monthly periodical, there must be an increase
of membership to 1500, or else other means must be adopted, and
several alternate suggestions are set forth.

All of us would like to see the size of the JoUrRNAL increased,
and regular publication guaranteed; these benefits can best be
obtained only by an increase of membership. If our publica-
tions maintain a high standard of excellence, their worth will
ensure more subscriptions from foreign countries.

Each member should be personally interested in the success of
these journals, and should see that they attain a wider field of
usefulness. Judicious and frequent suggestions to libraries that

do not take them, bringing them to the notice of medijcal men
and others interested in cognate subjects would help to adver-
tise and undoubtedly secure subscribers,

III. PROVISION FOR CRITIQUES AND RESUMES

ABSTRACTS at present is filled with references and short ré-
sumés of work done by bacteriologists all over the world.

I suggest that it would be of considerable interest to arrange
for critiques or comprehensive résumés on many subjects, to be
written by students of particular groups. For example: a
comprehensive summary of the literature on the decomposition
of cellulose; botulism; the carrier of infection, ete. Such reviews
would be of great value to students, save much time in hunting
up references, and bring the subject up to date. If written in
a Judicial spirit, the writer would be able to size up the situation,
and give an appreciation of the subject as a whole.

If possible, such contributors should be paid.
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IV. CARD INDEX COMPILED FROM ABSTRACTS

The Library of Congress prepares and issues a card index of
books and periodicals. The United States Office of Experiment
Stations issues a card index of all its publications and that of the
experiment stations. Would it be possible, and would it fill
a need, if the editors of ABsTRACTS prepared a card index of the
papers abstracted? The basis of subseription would have to be
the individual card. Laboratories might arrange to subseribe
according to the titles and sub-titles of the table of contents of
ABSTRACTS.

General bacteriology should interest all. Agricultural colleges
would naturally desire the card index for dairy, soil, and plant
bacteriology. Public health laboratories should be interested
in water, sewage and food bacteriology and health board labora-
tory methods and so on.

Prompt service as regular as the issue of ABsTRACTS Would be
possible.

How many would be willing to subseribe for such a service?

V. COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR SOCIETY AND THE AMERICAN
PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION

In some regards our Society and the laboratory section of the
American Public Health Association cover similar subjects.
Both organizations have attempted to standardise technique and
methods, both have published so-called standard methods.
Members of our Society have been prominent in the American
Public Health Association and vice versa. I suggest that some
form of cooperation be instituted which would prevent any
useless duplication of work. The two societies should work
together, for in unity there is strength, and projects to be initi-
ated by each might well be considered jointly, not necessarily
by the whole society in convention, but at any rate by responsi-
ble committees of each.
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VI. A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF METHODS AND MATERIALS

Valuable work has been done by committees of the Society who
have given their labor and time ungrudgingly in order to work
out methods or examine materials. I mention this here because
I believe that a more comprehensive survey of methods and
material would be of great value. In biological problems we
cannot hope for the minute exactness of the chemist, but the
chemist has his standard and authorised methods, which he
dare not depart from. When a method is being improved or
a new one instituted a committee and official referee is appointed,
and a thorough test, often extending over years, is given. It
seems that such methods would be helpful in bacteriological
technique and help to ward aside many criticisms that are at
present levelled at us. The Society might add to the committees
already at work, and assign more problems to be worked out for
the common good.

VII. BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT

The Chemists Club of New York city has managed an em-

ployment agency since 1913 with marked success. I have fre-
quently availed myself of its services with satisfaction to all
concerned, and I suggest that our society might organize and run
a similar bureau. If this employment bureau were incorporated
as a “‘membership corporation” no person could benefit by the
profits but any such aceruing would go to the Society. Such an
organization, if carefully organized and conservatively run, should
be of great service to those in administrative positions, or heads
of departments desiring to obtain assistance, not to mention
those aspirants to bacteriological fame who desire to place a foot
on the first rung of the ladder of employment opportunity.
Certain large employers of trained bacteriologists, such as the
health departments of large cities, could file their specific needs
with the bureau, and these organizations eould be kept informed
of any men coming on the list who were specially fitted for their
particular line of work.
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VIII. A BACTERIOLOGICAL MUSEUM

The American Museum of Natural History in New York has
maintained a bacteriological museum under the skilled super-
vision of Prof. C.-E. A. Winslow. This has been a valuable
asset to members of the Society, and should have support.
Some of the older members may remember the Museum which
Kral maintained in Prag, and the fine series of museum speci-
mens and photographs he used to prepare. Kral’s collection was
very helpful to teachers and investigators, and has now been
moved to Vienna.

The Society should have a museum, which should serve as a
repository for all type species of organism deseribed in our
literature; further, I suggest that part of the work of such a
museum would be to keep up the pathogenicity of organisms
of economic importance, or those used for teaching. For several
years I have sought plant pathogens of known virulence, for class
work, but have received organisms devoid of pathogenicity, to the
disappointment of the classes, and the possible loss of faith in one’s
veracity.

If the American Natural History Museum will undertake this
work, nothing more need be done by the Society, save to let all
members know what services the museum can render. If, how-
ever, some measure of support is necessary, I trust that the Society
will investigate in what way the interests of its members can best
be served, and make proper business arrangements with the
Museum.

I suggest also another function for a museum, that of a

IX. BACTERIOLOGICAL CLEARING HOUSE

You are all aware of the functions of a clearing house in a large
city, an organization the members of which meet daily and pass
through the various cheques and transactions of many banks.

Something similar would be valuable to the bacteriologist.
I presume that many of you have had similar experiences to my
own. Working on a particular problem, or doing some routine
work, such as water or milk analysis, you find occasionally an
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organism that attracts your interest by some peculiarity or
abnormality. You isolate it, and put it by, with the intention
that at some convenient season you will investigate it further,
but alas, procrastination is the thief of time; the convenient
season does not come, and the organism probably dies of exhaus-
tion, starved by inattention to its material needs.

Now, if we had a clearing house the course would be different.
You would say, candidly, I have not the time to work out this
organism; it is interesting on account of its morphology or some
peculiarity of its culture; I shall send it to the clearing house
with a note as to where it was found, and its peculiarities, It is,
therefore, duly dispatched, and on arrival at the clearing house,
those in charge will read the letter and note the peculiarities,
and will say, send this to John Doe, he is interested in this line
and is working on this particular group, or investigating this
irregularity, etc., or failing a student of this group, the organism
might be investigated by those in charge of the clearing house.

This is a function that a well equipped and adequately staffed
museum might undertake—possibly the American Museum of
Natural History might institute a department charged with such
work. If this were possible it would be a great asset to our Society.
Failing such an organization, it might be possible to arrange for
some distribution through the Journal.

X. A NEW DETERMINATIVE BACTERIOLOGY

Those of us who teach and those who are engaged in general or
Systematic studies, know the difficulties experienced in determin-
ing species.

Frantic search of Chester, Migula, Matzuschita, of mono-
graphs here, of periodicals there, often fail to give any information
or assistance on the points we desire, and then we realise the
inadequate nature of our descriptions and our classifications,
for they are numerous,

The Society, through the interest of some of its members, has
taken cognizance of the chaos in classification and has adopted
certain revisions which are helpful.
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The Society also has a chart that has undergone a number of
revisions, and which in its present form represents what is con-
sidered necessary for a proper description of an organism. These
two contributions are excellent, but not enough. We want full
deseriptions as per Society chart of all known organisms, and we
want them properly named and classified according to our latest
classification. Here then is a splendid task for the Society,
a task seemingly of great magnitude, but with proper organiza-
tion and codperation we should be able to surmount all obstacles,
and produce a new determinative bacteriology approved by the
Society, and all interested in bacteriology. Such a publication
from its intrinsic value would find a place in every laboratory and
succeeding generations of students and workers would rise up
and call us blessed.

We have a membership of athousand. If each one would pledge
himself to give a full deseription of an organism assigned to him,
what a magnificent start it would be. I trust the Society will
accept this suggestion and formulate the necessary committees.

XI. TEACHING PROPAGANDA FOR BACTERIOLOGY

A subject, the study of which may not only serve on account of
its educational value by enlarging our knowledge of nature and
training the powers of observation and judgment, but also
because of its sheer practical utility as the servant of medicine,
pathology, sanitation, industry, agriculture, and household life;
should have a well defined place in all our colleges and univer-
sities, and possibly in secondary schools. Yet we find that it is
not mentioned in the curriculum of eight of our agricultural
colleges. In many medical colleges it takes a subordinate place,
and in many institutions having comprehensive courses in botany
and zodlogy no course is given in bacteriology. Surely this is
not right. Several past presidents of our Society have spoken
about the value of the subject from the educational and practi-
cal aspects, notably the late Prof. W. T. Sedgwick and Pro-
fessors Bergey, Marshall and Jordan, and there are excellent
references in our literature as to the place the subject ought to




OUR SOCIETY 15¢

hold in our halls of research and learning. Therefore, all members
of this Society should carry on incessantly and enthusiastically
an active propaganda, for bacteriology, for more bacteriology, and
for still more bacteriology until the subject becomes more wide-
spread in its benediction and embraces all classes and all institu-
tions of secondary and higher learning.

A subject, which has achieved so much for the relief of suffering
and the prevention of disease and whose effective progress and
definite mission can be measured almost daily merits the early
attention of the pupil and student.

Let us remember the words of the Greek philosopher, Prodicus,
“That which benefits human life is God.”

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, let me state that I have made these suggestions
in the hope that they will be freely discussed by our members.
We have a live Society, we are all interested in a subject that has
advanced in the last forty years by leaps and bounds, there is
much to investigate and nothing can provide an investigator with

quite so pleasant a decoy as the persuasion that his chosen theme
is in the nature of virgin soil. Here is a true adventure of the
spirit, for he is adding a few sovereign grains of gold to the riches
of his science for the enrichment of present life.

If little labour little are our gaines;

Man’s fortunes are according to his paines.
—Herrick.
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