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January 27th, 1930,

Sir A. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.
Prineipal & Vice=Chancellor,
MeGill University,

Montreal, Que.

Degar Sir Arthur:-

I thank you for your kind reply and in order to dissipate
any misconceptions which may have arisen should like to state
the following facts.

It is my practice to submit my problems to the Physics
Department at MeGill for their eriticism and advice. Dr. Eve
has been good enough to invite me on more than one occasion
to deliver a paper on Soil Physics before the Staff Seeciety.

This particular question of Meteorological Records has

been diseussed not only with members of the MeGill Depariment
but is eonsidered a question of considerable importance by the
Botany, Entomological and Parasitological, and Chemical Dep-
artments here.

Ever since the Committee on Soil Research was established
three years ago, I have been advocating the establishing of a
meteorological station commensurate with the dignity of MeGill.
At present we are classed in the Reports of the Meteorological
Department with primitive stations like Tadousac. Our equip-
ment, the same as it was in 1907, consists of an ordinary ther-
mometer (Maximum and minimum) and a simple rain gauge which
is read by an untrained assistant morning and evening.

On the other hand Guelph and Ste, Anne de la Pocatiere are
classed as important stations and supply data on the following.
) Barometer Height
Temperatures
Relative Humidity (Guelph only)
Winds (Guelph only)
Precipitation
Hours of sunshine

The question of soil temperatures has been brought up at
every meeting of the Soil Committee, and after three years has
arrived at the stag® of inquiring of the cost of installing an
automatic recorder.




Sir A. Currie. January 27th, 1930.

I must confess to a certain surprise at Dean Barton's re-
marks. There was no need to approach him for information which
I already possessed. As he had been present at most of the
meetings of the Soil Committee, knew my views and had express-
ed very strongly before the Faculty that Physics could yield
very little of value in Agricultural Research, I naturally con-
cluded that there was no use in pursuing the matter with him
any further., In addition, he had advised me to look to MecGill
for assistance.

I shall be most happy to take the matter up with him again
if he should feel disposed, lay before him the evidence from
the other departments regarding the great need of having such
meteorological data, and discuss the methods b 1 we might
hope to enlist the co-operation not only of the Dominion leteor-
ological Department but also of the Imperial Agricultural Re-
search Committee.

Wwill Go <

-

I shall also make it my business to discuss the Physiecal
t

aspects of the case with Dr. Eve and his staff in the near
future.

I conclude by quoting Resolutions numbers 20 and 21 of
the Report of the Conference of Empire Meteorologists (Agri-
cultural Section)

20 "Instruction in the methods and results of agricultural
meteorological research should form a more important part
of the curriculum, than is the case at present, at Uni-
versity Departments of Agriculture, Agricult ural Colleges,
and Farm Schools.™

&l "Experimental and demonstrational work, particularly that on
cultivation operations, manuring, and varieties of crops,
should be accompanied by adequate meteorological observa-
tions, sinece such experimental and demonsirational work loses
much of its value unless the results are discussed in the
Light of the meteorological econditions experienced during
the course of the work,™

As the one who teaches the science of lMeteorology in this
College, I am naturally very interested in the practice, What
I am attempting to advocate is the installation of a set of
instruments which will make automatie and continuous records
of meteorological data. G TS

I have the honour to be
Yours respectfully,

We. Ceo Quayle,
WCQ/MB Professor of Physics.
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4th Year

3rd War

2nd Year

1st Year
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TEACHING PERIODS.
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lectures per weeke.
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Photography Three lecturese.

Biomathematics . One lecture per week for
whole yeare.

AGRICUL

Physical Measurements. One lecture and One lab.
period per week for one
term.

IMIRD YEAR AGRICULTURE

Soil Physics. One lecture and one labe.
period per week for one
term.

Light. Iwo lectures and one 1lab
per week for one term.

Electricity. Iwo lectures and one ldabe.
per week for one terme.

A CUL .

Mechanicse One lectmre and one lab
per week for whole year.

He at' ~ " "

Mathematics. Two lectures per week for
whole yealXe

SCHOQOL OF HOUSEHOLD SCIENCE.

) - AR.

One lecture and one lab for
one terme.

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION.

Physics. Ore lecture and one lab for
one terme.

IRATION

Physicse One lecture and one lab for
one terme.
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