
I nter.depariment Correspondence 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

October 28th, 1932 

The ?rincipal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I am informed by Dean Laird that the constitu­
tion of the ':leachers' Training Committee is statutory 
and that I am not a member but only the secretary. Since 
Dean Laird's report 9 are a1 ways carefully typed, the duties 
of the secretary are extremely small and such d ut les might 
well, I think, be undertaken by one of the members of the 
Committee. If I felt that: could be of any real assistance 
to the Committee I should be very willing to remain as 
secretary but I do not so feel and unless you have any 
objection I should like to tender my resignation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Registrar 



T. H. tth 
R gi strar. 

D r r. 

, 

th B. 

You 
t ting th t you 

o or 24, 1932. 

q •• 

rltine to on Octob r 8 

fro th T ch r t Tr 1n Ong Co 
t nd r your r sign tion 
itt • 

I find th D n L Ird 1 right in y_ 
ins thnt th eonatltut'on of t t Co Itt i t t tory n 
hat you re not ber, but only the S er try. 

th next m otlng 
11 d only h n D n L Ird 

I hall 1 c your r s1 nation b 

r yo s r Ithfully, 

rine! 1 

• 



1 • 1 • 

t 

• 

1 10 

• 

111 

1 .0 t o • 

I ~ 

• I t h t t 

c: 



w. P. PERCIVAL 

IDepartment of JEbucation 
Qllutbtc, lB. eft. 

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE 

SUPERINTENDENT 

When replyinc please cive 
at the bead of your letter 
tbia number. 

LIONEL BERGERON 

ENGLISH SECRETARY. DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT 
EDUCATION. 

No. _____________ _ 

Repliea abould be addressed 
to "Tbe Superintendent of 
Education, Quebec, P. Q." 

FRENCH SECRETARY AND 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE 
DEPARTMENT. 

October 23rd, 1933. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C •• G., K.C.B., LL.D., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
cGill University, 

Montreal, Que. 

Dear Sir:-

I have the honour to inform you that I was 
present at Uacdonald College on October 18th to 20th. 
¥hile there I visited the classroom of the Dean and 
of every member of the staff of the School for Teach­
ers during the lecture periods. 

The reception accorded me was e~cellent, and 
the spirit of the staff is one of co-operation. 

The methods of teaching are modern, and there 
is a uniformity of philosophy and psychology that is 
commendable. 

Z/B 

Yours truly J 

, ~,~ 
Director of 
Protestant Education. 
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-. MACDONALD COLLEGE -
McGILL UN IVERSITY 

RAILWAY STATlo.NS AND EXPRESS. POS T OFFICE: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE, 
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Sir rthur TI. Currie, 
Principal & Vice-Chancellor, 
~cGill University, 

.!Iont real, Q.ue. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

MACDONALD COLLEGE, Q UE., CANADA 

October 23, 1933. 

1bere are several itens of information which 
may be of interest to you. 

1. Inspector Catter.mull of the Gaspe district, at 
Dr. Percival's reqlest and by his ar~rangeflent, spent several 
days at the School for Teachers from October 10th to 13th. 

2. Dr. • P. Percival, Director of Protestant Education, 
paid an official visit to the School for Teachers and inspected 
our work, from Oct. 18th to 20th inclusive. 

He stated that he intended to write a report to 
you on what he saw, but as far as I could rmke out, he was 
pleased . 

3. As I have already inf ormed you it is my intention, 
· th your ap oval, to visit some of the In ermediate Schools 

with Inspector Billings who made a report to the Protestant Com­
mi ttee on Friday, Sept. 29th . I f arrangenents can be nade, I 
shall go with him by car on \lednesday afternoon to as many as 
possible of t ese schools in the Eastern Townships f or two days . 
I may, therefore, be absent until Saturday morning , October 28t~ . 

4 . I.Ir . T. Cuddihy,Director of Studies f or the English­
speacing Catholic Schools in Montreal, has asked permission to 
bring one hundred of his preparatory and first year teachers to 
Itacdonald College on Friday afternoon, HoveI!lber 10th, to see our 
Practice School and our lork in Prinary l~ethods. Hr. Cuddihy 
is very anxious that his teachers should have the bene it of the 
work of !.ass Ramsay and of our high school teachers in these two 
grades. 
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5. Hearly all the Staff of the School for Teachers and 
several of our high school teachers were engaged in giving papers 
or demonstrations at the Teachers' Convention. I think there were 
no fewer than eighteen addresses given by our Staff. 

6. On account of conflict of engagements, I have not yet 
been able to find a suitable date for the first meeti~ of t e 
~eacherst TraininG Committee. I ~ould like to know whether Friday 
afternoon, Yovember 3rd, ould be suitable for you. . ill you please 
let me lrnow so that I can make the necessary arrangements with 
l~. lfutthews for calling the meeting at 2.45 p.m. or 3.00 p.m. 

Yours fa thfully, 

~~ 
:Jean, 

HE School for Teachers. 
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1921 - 1930 . 

by Do n S1nclnir Laird . 
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EPORT on SCHOOL 

1921 - 1930. 

en the cGi1l rormal School as transferred to 

cdonold College, 1t as the purpose of the founder nd 

benefactor of acdonald College to advance the cause of educ t10n 

throul11 the training of teachers, '60 that children might hav 

better schools, especially in rural co lmities . 

11 Quebec protestant teachers utth rindergarten, 

ent ry, and Inte ediatc d1plo as are tr incd in the School 
. 

for Teachers, ~acdonald College . It is , therefore, highly 

tmportant t at the nork of the School for Ta chers should be 

adequate to justi~ the purposes of the founder, and to sat1 fy 

the ne~ds of the community. 

Ihnnber of Teachers Trained. ....... ,. 

In the decade , 1921 - 1930, the School (or leachers 

has actually sent out fro its ualls mor than 2 , 000 teach TO ith 

diplo as , an vor 0 of more than 200 year , as shoun in the 

follo ing t ble :-



T LE 1. 

Year. 

1920-21 

1921-22 

1922-23 

1923-24 

1924-25 

1925-26 

1926-27 

192'1-28 

1928-29 

1929-30 

Dip10 as issuod fro 1920-21 to 1929-30. 
.... - - -

Inter- Elementary I e:ment .. ry Kindergarten Kinder 
ediate. 1st Class. Short Cour e. Director. s..,1..,t 

91 5 49 1 5 151 

96 17 51 2 6 172 

144 29 58 5 246 

153 31 79 4 4 2'71 

152 29 80 1 3 265 

133 26 62 1 2 224 

108 31 87 1 1 228 

119 31 '10 3 223 

113 20 33 3 3 172 

100 8 37 3 1 149 

- -
1209 22'7 616 16 33 2101 -

Of the 227 teachers 11th first class emont ry diplomas , 

163 fto~ards succeeded ~n obtainin Into ediate d1plo s. 

Ho~ovor , pr ct1cally all those students dld somo teaching in rural 

schools while they osscsDed an Elementary diploma, and thus 

rendored service to tl0 co. unity as lomentnry teachers . It is 

thus qUite fair to include th in the Brand total, which iD 2101. 

(2) 



Origin of Students. 

All our students came ~rom the Province of uebec, 

and are destined to teach in uobeo. In faot, if they 11sh to 

beoo e teaohers, they must attend cdon ld College to obtuin 

Kinds garten, EleMentary, and Intermediate diplo as. 

It is interesting to note that slightly more than 

fifty per cent of teaohers come from the Province of Quebeo 

outside th Island of ontraal. 

In the last ten yoars, 55.5 per cent 0 e fro the 

reot of the PrOVince, and 44.5 per oent from the Island of 

ontreal. 

Improvements. 

There have been four notable advances in the education 

of fUture teachers. 

1. A higher standard for obt lniIlg a hiGh 
school leaving oertificate, or a 
matriculation certlf10 to for ~ission 
to the Interned1atc Cluss. 

2. A hiGh r standard for dl!lission to the 
El ont ry Class. 

3, The requirement of a medical certifioate 
"for udnissiono 

4. The i provament of the tr ining by the 
addition of cour es in prtmary methods. 

10 The sohool cortific te oan only be ion by 



obtaining 50 per cent in each subject, and 50 per cent in the 

total, instead of 40 per cent, as for erly. 

The university matriculation certificate requiros 

60 per cent of the total, and not less than 40 per cent in any 

one subject. It 1s unfortunate that there is th"s double 

~t ndar for the samo examination, as so e students pass in 

matriculation, and fail in the school leaving certificate, and 

vice veruu. For the school loaving certificato no-one Y come 

beloJ 50 p r cent, and for the matriculation certificate, all must 

reach 60 per cent in the average. 

2. Students er formerly admitted to the ementary 

Class bofore Christmas if they had passed Grade 9, and attended 

Grade 10 until Christmas, or taught school until Christmas. Non 

-ho possession of a certificate of having passed Grade 10 is 

required fram all applicants to the .cmcntary Class. 

3. A medical certificate siDilar to that roquired fro 

candidates for the Civil orvioo or for life insurance 1s oxacted 

from all applicants for admission to cources 1 adin, to diplo as 

valid in Protest nt sohool. In consequenoe, nany utudcnto 

Buffering from various disab111ties are detorred fro applyi 

and candidates suffering from ill health, deformities, and 

infirnit1cs are rejected, if their disabilities are such as to 



be detrimental to their ork as teachers. This _cdlc 1 

reauire Gnt has probably reduced the n ber or students, but 

in the lone run ill tend to improve the physical f1tness of 

teachers, to r duce the necessity and overhead expense of 

providi substitute teachers, nd to le then the career of 

those Iho enter the prof sQion. 

This action on the part of the Protestant 

Co ttce of the Council of Education las draun by the Pension 

C ssion to the attention of tho Ro Catholic Co dttee of 

the Council. e Cathol1c Co ttee immediately took stepu to 

exact the same requiremonts for Catholic te chers in the 

Prov1nce of uebec. 

The Pension Co ission hopes that in future it 

Will hav fe er nppllc tions tron teachers ho desire pensIon 

on the ground of Illhealth, and dis bIlity, fter 20 years 

service. 

. 1 of the thre improvements, ntioned above, 

naturally ffect the attendance hich has b n reduced sone hat 

in recent years, and .ill continue to re ain small·r than usual, 

until school boards recognize the improve~ent in the teachIng 

personnel, ~nd pay salaries hi enounh to ncour ge desirable 

candidatos to prepare thenselves ~or the profossion. 

(5) 



4. ~lO fourth main tnprovenent has been the or anization 

nd unifioat on of primary methods in ch rg· of one cnber of t he 

staff, instead of having such methods scattered over ncveral 

oourses of lectur s~ e consequence of this step has been to 

alter entirely the attitude of the student body. Foroerly, there 

as a tendency to prefer nork in the senior departments; no very 

many student teachers are definitely determine to devote them­

selvos to primary teaching, ,hic11 is of such fund ental i portance 

for the Duper-structure afternards laid by teac ers in the upper 

grades. 

Thls is a decided improvement, \1111ch has been sratotully 

aoknol'lledgod and conmended by Superintendents, Inspectors, und 

others in touch \71 th school lork. 

Costs. 

It ls a fixed polioy on the part of the authorities 

responsible for the Sohool for Teachers to appoint only the 

hi6hest type of toacher and instructor, Uith the necossary special 

traininB, nd successful experience. 

As in ordinary schools, the high oalibre of the staff 

is the determining olcnent in the suooess of the instruction and 

training. 

(6) 



Year end-
i , JUl~e. 

1921 

1922 

U~23 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

niCO • 
• 

School for School for .each rb nctice choo1 
Teachers. Sal rieo and Salaries :. 

Fee rants. upplien. Suppli s. Overhea • 

10,655 7,'174 18,429 25,980 10,886 17,511 54,377 

10,736 10,327 21,063 26,801 14,578 17,434 58,613 

11,035 12,045 23,080 26,400 15,2g7 15,226 54,923 

11,257. 11,950 23,207 26,791 15,083 16,037 

1,332 11,493 12,826 28,546 15,053 15,669 59,070 

1,287 11,557 12,845 28,238 15,750 15,641 

945 13,166 14,111 28,271- 16,434 18,503 

15,007 14,232 30,200 28,027 ~ 20 21,098 

25,785 14,217 40,002 29,050 19,261 20,071 

15,735 14,225 29,g60 30,451 21,218 20,941 

In the column marked "overhead" the Bursar includes proportion of co..,t of 

administration, bUild1ngs, naint nance, library ·nd r ading roan, 

1i ht, heat, po er and -ater, etc., etc., 

r .. v~ILuu.sium and rounds, 

In connection ith expenses, supplies have re ined fairly connt nt; t ,c i f 

item 10 sal rios. Thore have boen no addit1on~ to the staff 1n th School for T achers 

itself, but t ere have been a dit1ona1 teachers apPointed in the pr ctic school. 



The increased costs, ther'fore, ar due to additional staff 

in the practice school, increa$ed salaries to instructors in 

the School "for l.eachers, and to t;.acher.., 1n the practice 

;;;.choo1, in accordance \11th prev,11in(; scalen, especially in 

ontre 1. 

Another incroased cost has been the increasing 

charge for tfovcrhead". 

(8 ) 



I EnS. 

1. The ost pressing need i~ an addition to the nract1ce 

school to nf'Aord more s t1sf c"Gory condl t10ns, J){: rticularly 

acco odution £or practice teaching, as Tell us to provide 

roo for the increasing n b r of pupils no at our dls­

pos 1 for this purpose . 

2 . 

Under the pr sent circunstances, the taff are very much 

handlc pped Ji th xpcr cnts they ould like to carry on 

in several directions , for ex ple: -

1 . Hural nnd gr ded organizations . 
2 . Exper1nents in special subjectQ . 
3 . ~Xperiments in individual ork. 
4 . Experinents in rates of pro otion. 
5 . Experiments ith objective tests . 

s er school for the further training of teachers in 

service, particularly those with El entary and lnt r.mediate 

dlplo s . enquiry into tl e ays and oans of c rryin 

on such n summer school ulth the co- oporation of th 

Departnent of ducation is no being carried on . 

3 . Higher salarl es for the etaff of the chool for Ta chor , 

and the teach ro in the pru.ct1ce o;.>cho01 . 

These uill be nocess ry to retain the efficient In bors 

of th st ff, and to provide for incre' ses of salary 

s lar to tho~e ranted on the ontr. ul QC le to t ch ra 

1n elementary schools . The pr sent locturoTo in th 

( ) 
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School for Teachers are recoiving less than they ould 

r.ceive as Principals of Elenontury schools ith the samo 

length of service. 

4. A self contained staff. 

So e members of the staff of the School for Teachers are 

giving services in other schools. In so e cases, tbe 

arrange ant is not satisfactory -

Ao In the case of _ rt, because of the different 

qualifications required to teach school art, 

housohold furnishings, and costune design. 

Bo Dr.Brunt has on two occasions de l'ormal 

applicat10n to be relieved from lecturing in 

the School of Agriculture. I am illing to 

r co cnd this rolief for Dr.Brunt, for the 

follm71n· rcasons:-

a. He bas too lleh orl~ to do it all 
satisfactorily. 

b. Thore is n sufficient ount of ork 
for h~ in tIc School for Touchers-

c. lore correction of En~lish exercises, 
and more superv sion of praotice 
toaching could be done by Dr. Brunt if 
his energy 'Wore entirely at the di3poaal 
of the -.Jchool for Toachers. 

d. ~hou1d illhealth or temporary ~ickness 
prevent Dr.Bl'unt fro attonding to his 
duties for a short or long period, thore 
is no one hore to take his place. 



: 
• 

• 

This ultuation is generally true in the cool for 

Teachers. c 11 ve plenty of nork for each Instl~ctor) but 

no substitute available for an emergency, such as sickness 

or disability. 

(11) 



MACDONALD COLLEGE 
McGILL UNIVERSITY 

RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: POST OFFICE: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

December 22, 1~32. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal.Q,ue., 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

At the meeting of the Protestant Central Board of 
Exmniners on Tuesday forenoon, December 20th, the new admissions 
were made to the Intermediate and Elementary olasses. 

Five women and two men students were admitted to the 
Intermediate Class oommenoing in January, in order to oomplete 
their courses. This adds seven to the number of students in 
the Intermediate Class. . 

In the Elementary Class sixty-four students were 
admitted, namely, fifty-nine women and five men. This is the 
largest olass that has ever been admitted to a short course, 
and perhaps the size is accounted for by the fact that twenty­
six women were left 'over from last September, and were refused 
admission last September on aooount of laok of space. This 
class of sixty-four rural teaohers is going to be a very hard 
one to handle, espeoially for praotice teaohing. It is also 
going to be hard to acoommodate in the residence. 

Four men and ten women were sent home by me on 

~
oqunt of poor work in teaohing. I may send home some more 
~esultsof examinations, whioh however I will not reoeive 

from the staff until after the Christmas holidays. 

I have already given this information to Mr.Ward 
in oonneotion with the boarding aooommodation, but I thought 
I would send it to you also so that you will know the pressure 
being put on the Sohool for Teaohers through large applioations, 
and admissions, espeoially in view of a oonferenoe between the 
Department and the University authorities. 

I have already started a oommittee to devise means 
of improving the praotioe teaohing for these sixty-four new 
students in the Elementary Class. 

I know we have your sympathy in our problems. 

Yours faithfully, 

KC. 
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MACDONALD COLLEGE 

RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: 

ST!=:. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. 

Sir rthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Mont real. Q,ue., 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE" CANADA 

March 26, 1932. 

I am very anxious to attend the Music Supervisors 
Conference in Cleveland, Ohio, for which I would have to leave 
next Friday-

I p.la:rred to attend the last one two years ago in 
Chicago, but circumstances prevented me from going. 

Mr. Stanton, Supervi sor of :r,~usic in Montreal is being 
sent by the Llontreal Protestant School Board, and Mr. J'arnes Small, 
llIontreal West, is being sent by Montreal \'lest School Board. I am 
also very anxious to attend as they not only have a rural school 
section, but an Elementary school section, and a National High 
School section, and a National High School Orchestra. Mr. Gustav 
Holst, Mr. Walter Damrosch, Dr.Ernest MacMillan of Toronto and 
others,are on the programme. 

These conferences are held every second year, and I have 
alv/ays been unable to attend one. I am anxious to do so as the 
Americans are very much ahead of us in Canada in this subject, and 
I would like to know what we can possibly do to improve our work 
here. 

The cost would be around $100. If it is more I would 
pay the difference myself, and if it is less of course less will 
be charged. 

I earnestly hope that the University Vlill make it • 
possible for me to attend on this occasion as there will not be 
another for, at least, two years. 

Yours faithfully, 

XC. Dean. 



• Fr d rd, Esq •• 
Burtsnr. 

cdon ld Colle e, • Q.u 

De r • rd, 

rch 29., 1932 • 

to n 1 clair Laird's 

app11e t10n for n allow ne to a 1at h in attending the 

us1c Supeni ora Confer cs in Cl Telend. Ohio, next nth. 

1 agr eable it you can find the DOn y. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal • 

• 



MACDONALD COLLEGE 
.. RAILWAY STATIONS. EXPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES : 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHER9 
OFF ICE OF THE DEAN STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. 

Sir ... rthu > Gurri.e, 
:'e'1i11 Tr.i vL;r'si tvr , 

POST OFFICE : 

MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE .. CANADA. 

6th JUIJ.v, 19...,0. 
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eGnc~min, a pos...,i:"le S' 1.(.' sel.col at . ne 011 1 
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I , . . '.j. • 1 of.. .i .. ou 1:. 1'; ' .. l.,e ,,0 Plt.:; III 'fi .. y re) y vO 
.. r. Hes1a J. SuIl(; cLso1aimer of the.. respor:si bi1 ~ t~r for "")rovidLl' fu 's 
~o~' suet: a 00'1 .,sc, &r .. (.. also so .L Via ""'nin; ~ha... . eor.sL ... erable sur 1,'011:' cl 
be . nVC.il V{ c.., if c:tc ::..ehoo1 i... to ' e wor thW:l::'l( • I O!lO, '-::IlO",' ':1 < t 
s: Eo;) :::'1-.. 0"'::'" be take"! sho " )" an &,pc[,l "JO ," .Jep~ ... ' ,t er t of ~. ...eo. Li on, 
aI.cL tl~c Protcsva-Y", G0 ill i J ,t-e, b'l~ l)~"ob"',bl: that T'l,-, ,te" ean \7 it 1l.Tl r,il 
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Yours faithf~11y, 

Krt 
V . .Jean • 
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th U jGct, d Lecturers ho uld be ost f vour d by t ch ro . 

I a1co think the school rnlould be a s r10us ende vour, and not 
m r holl ay in congenial surround1n·s . 

I cop of thi 1 ttcr to Sir ·rvhur Currie . 

Yours 1 t fully , 

c. D • 



Copy of a ILt ,e~ f '0 

Provinci=.l ..1.o.>sociation 0:' Prot 's ant 

_11 e e i s t ~a r , 
lLcdonal~ ColIc "e , 

yUE.: . , 

3449, 'Un.: v rs:i. 7 t . , 
ont_·E;al. "U( • , 

= a . .! ins ,ructe by .;ht J :ecu ,i ve CorlDi ttC( of 
the. l:['ovir c..:.~ 1 . .J..s .... oc..:.ation of Pro ';esi;ar.t _eacher...., of ,uebec to ;:0' a 
to you tlo follorli 1 rcsolutior.. hich v;as pa'h..l( d::.. thE.,; ay 1 eC't' ~ . 

)rovir ci<..o.l 
roner 

c 04. 1 

"I c is r so 1 vc t' at tl t ecu' i re Co ~' l 

~s~ofui~tio of F·)tost~ t ~cac:( s of UEtEC a~p-o~c~ 
hori i s i th' v::' e,,· to s c 1 'il ~ a oJu... r 8choc..l at 
Col1e e to bo he:" in t c .:nw. 8.1. c-;: 1 .:>1" . 

, -I;he 
h~ 

dr . ;- • 1- . ')a son, Convener of tl (, -' +a tus of 
reach,-_'s COIllLi ,ttL of ... 1 •• P . T. ras already approac cd t'he ,horitiE-,s 
and as discusso \!i.;h ~1.E;n the natU ... ·L of tl e cou .... se hich is (esi re" 
Ly the JeaJ~E.:r~ of the Pro ince . 

Yours v€,:::y t r lly , 

(S,c) Go -don •• slam. 

Corr- Sec. ..r T. 



D 1 i4' L~ r , 
CoIl C" • • 

D r D n L rd. 

• 

reply . hil 1 b 1i 
b to B Y th. 
no u po • 

0 ao-o .y 
0 ion • 

Jun ? • 19 O. 

of' 
it 

t thi 

any 

r youra f 1 thfully 

Pr1nclp 1. 



~ . 
• MACDONALD COLLEGE 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: POST OFFICE: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Confidential. 

Mrs. D.McMurray, 
Secretary to Principal, 
McGill University, 
~ntreal.Q.ue. , 

Dear Mrs. McMurray, 

MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE .• CANADA 

June 3, 1932. 

I received your confidential letter of June 2, and 

have shown it to Miss Philp. 

Miss Philp and I will print our programme in such a 

way that Sir Arthur Currie will not be required to do anything 

except preside. He will not be expected to make any address 

or any remarks; that part of the usual programme will be 

eliminated. 

We shall be delighted, however, if Sir Arthur is able 

to come to the closings, and preside, as usual. 

Yours faithfully, 

KC. Dean. 



· r , 
.. " pon 1 

D r De L 1rd, 

I 1 " r 

1 not ry 11. 

th t 

-
1s l3 rOl' 

p 1 f of I ~110 

t t 1 , 
b t t 1 it i 

po lb1 t t h 11. 

d 0 n in a t 1 • i not 

r 11y 111. u h 111 no 1 t P. until the doctor 

1 1 to. 

v r your f t lly 

v ere ry to t 0 Princip 1. 

111 yo 1 re t tt r it le P tIp . 



SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

MACDONALD COLLEGE 
R}.llWAY STATIONS. EXPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. 

POST OFFICE: 

MACOONALO COLLEGE. QUE •• CANADA. 

1st June, 1931. 

Sir rtrur ;urrie, 
I. cGill Uni versi ty, 
::ontreal. 'Cl(,ue., 

Dea:' uir rthur, 

I arr. writir.~ to inform you that the Closing J~ercises 

of the School for Teachers \7ill ta:ce place on j.'hursday afternoon, 

June lltl::., at 2.45 p.n. in the Colle.a;e ... sser:bly Fall . As usual, 

I am relyine upon you to preside , and to make some renarks. 

Dr.Percival has consented to give the flair. address, 

after the presentation of ~iplomas. s this is his first appear-

ance a"'.; the cnd of ~he term, he 'will have a little more latitude on 

this occasion. 

I am nou feelinG much better, and have been allowed up . 

~he Doctors assure me that I shall b, urle to be at the Central 

Board meetin"', and the Closir.g .!!.'xerci ses, b'lt ur:.fortunately I shall 

be unable to eo to Quebec this week fo:' the various sub-comnittee 

meetines, and the meetin . o~ the Protestant Committee . 

Yours faithfully, 

KC . .Jean . 



n Slnel lr Lair • 
o on 1 Coll g , P. 

nr D n, 

hiah Clont in 
mua b 

n~t of ye 
t t you ar 

rd 'J'. 
fling 

Ex rei 
C rt inly I h 11 eo to the cl0 lug 

of th School tor ~eae r on un 11th. 

p .. s. I 
1 
1. 

Your f 1thtu11y, 

Pr! alp 1. 

orr.y I h not en anythi 0 
at th t you h v ra n a lnn r 
o Caiout S p. 



SC H OOL FOR TEAC H E RS 
-OFFICE OF T H E DEAN 

Sir 1. rthur Currie, 
!JcGill Uni versi ty, 
Montreal . 

Dear Si r A rthur, 

MACDONALD COLLEGE 
RAILWAY STATIONS. EXPRESS AND TElEGRAPH O FFICES: 

STE. A N NE DE BELLEVU E . DU E . 

POST OFFICE : 

MACD ONALD COLLEGE. QUE .. CANADA. 

16th Decenber, 19~9. 

~he Closing Exerci ses of the Elerl er! vary 
Class will be h('ld in the 'Tonen's residence on ':'l.ursday, December 19th, 
at 2.45pm . Dr . Parmelee has consented to present the diplomas, and 
Vie are lookin~ for'wa:~:'d to yoUI' presentinf; tl~e prizes . The time ras 
been fixed so that you yourself, and others who are comine from 
1.ontreal, dy take the 1 . 30pm train, and after the arrival of the train 
in St •• ~.BS have time to attend the meeting. 

As I said before it will be hela very 
inforrr:.ally in elle ilomen's reSidence, probably in the piano alcove, 
beside the reception room. The stUdents 7ish to sing sone carols 
before trey ~o, aid tea will be providec under the auspices of the 
I.lacdonald Women's 1:nion in the reception room. The whole affair will 
be very informal and simple ; Vie are not wearing gowns and hoods ; arrd 
there will be no speectes, except perhaps my own very brief report . 

I shall be glad to sec you in my Office 
on the arrival of the train . 

Yours faithfully, 

I. 

\~? ' 
\ '}w/O 
/ \ <. 

KC . / Dean . 

-~ \) \ 
').J 

~ 
r 
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£CHOOLFORTEACHERS 
.. OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
,TcGill Uni versi ty, 
rI_on t real. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MACDONALD COLLEGE 
RAILWAY STATIONS. EXPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. 

POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE .. CANADA. 

2nd December, 1929. 

I regret very much that there was an 

error in my letter regarding the date of the Closing exercises for 

the Elementary Class in the School for Teachers. !:'y letter read 

"Friday, December 19th". It should read "Thursday, December 19th". 

I TIould be obliged if you would make a note 

of this corrected date, and I assure you we are deli~hted to know that 

you will see your way to be present. 

Yours faithfully, 

KC. Dean. 



4 • 

Dean S. Laird, 
~aoDonald Colleg~. 

Dear D an Laird, 

ovember 29th, 1929. 

I hav lour letter ot the 
t~enty-eighth "ith refe rence to the function 
to be held in tho omen's Re id'noe at aaDonald 
College on the afternoon of . riday, Deoember 19th'. 

I hall be plea od to attend, 
but i~ a speeo ot any length Is required, please 
make rr nge. ent Ita sonebo y e1 e to give it. 

Tor yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 

P.S. lill you kindly let me know whether this 
funotion ls to be held on fhursday, Deoember 
19th, or on Friday, Deoember 20th? 



SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
(")FFlcE OF THE DEAN 

MACDONALD COLLEGE 
RAILWAY STATIONS. EXPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES: 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. 

POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE .. CANADA. 

28th November, 1929. 

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

l~ are arranging to have the distribution 

of prizes and diplomas for the Elementary class on Friday afternoon 

December 19th, at 2.30 or 2.45 pm. This year we propose to have 

an informal distribution in the \lomen's residence in the reception 

room or the piano alcove, with tea for the students, staff, and 

the few relatives of students who will come, in the reception room 

afterwards. I am writing to ask if you will be able to attend, 

and preside at this rather informal function. It will not be 

necessary to make a Ions speech, and if you will even consent to 

congratulate the students, and distribute the prizes, we shall be 

very pleased, indeed. 

I hope your health will be sufficiently 

recovered to enable you to honour us with your presence on that 

occasion. 
Yours faitbfully, 

KC Dean. 



• 

MACDONALD COLLEGE 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

RAILWAY STATIONS, EXPRESS AND Tl:LEGMHI OFFICES: 

STE. ANNE DE BEL.LEVUE, QUE. 

POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD Cou.EGE, QUE., CANADA. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
PriYlcipal, lAcGill Univere. ity, 
Montreal, Que. 

Dear ~ir Arthur: 

ay 14, 1928. 

I received your letter of May 10th telling 
me that YJll would be unable to attend any ceremonies 
in the month of June. I am writing at once to Bay how 
sorry I am that you will not be able to attend and 
ale,o bow much more sorry I am for the cause which ha!: 
led your medical advisers to suggest that you !:hould 
drop all work becaUE.e of your physical condition. 

I sincerely trust that you will have a long 
and refreshing holiday and that your health will be 
completely restored. 

',ie E'.hall do our bes t to carry on the var i ous 
functions to your satisfaction and I presume that in 
the absence of any ine~ruction from you I shall preside 
myself at our Closing Exercisee. 

\Vi th bee t w ie.hes for a good res t and complete 
recovery, I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

Dean. 



• 
MACDONALD COLLEGE 

SCH OOL F OR T EACHERS 
OFF ICE OF THE DEAN 

Sir rthur Currie, 
McGill 'Jn~ versi ty, 
I Ior..t real . 

Dear :Jir Arthur, 

R AILWAY STATIONS . EX?RESS AND TELEGRAPH OFfi CES : 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE, 

POST OFFICE: 

MACOONALO COLLEGE. QUE . . CANADA. 

5th .::ay, 1930. 

I an~ merely uri tinr; to remind you that the 

School for Teachers C':osir ... g ~xercises will take place on ' .. 'hursday 

afternoon , June 5th . I am hopinG that you will see your way to 

preside , and to make some renarks to the students . 

You will remember that I have already asked 

Principal Smythe to address the students after the presentation of 

prizes . 

r .. nis letter will serve to remind you of the 

date , which : ~rust you will keep f ree for us, if it is at all possible . 

Yours faithfully , 

KC . Dear: . 



D an Sincl ir Laird, 
, cdon .... ld ColI ge. 

Doar D an Laird, 

0. 8th. 1930. 

I h v your lott r of th 
5th y rominding of tho Closine Exerei 
of tho School for acher on ~hur day ftornoon. 
J ne 5th. I hnv ~de 0. note of the date and 
hopo to b ablo to com • 

Yours faithfully, 

Prine!!> 1. 



I nter-department Correspondence 

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR: 

SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE. GC.M.G., K.C.B. 

Dc n Sinel 1r L ird, 
edon ld C lle1e r.o., 

D ar Do n L 1rd, 

• Q. 

FROM 

THE PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 

;r e 2, 1933. 

The Principal ks 0 to 0 y th t 

h 111 be preoont at the Cl sin Exercises on Thur~duy. 

Jun 8th. It 1s doubtful hether L dy Curric 111 

accomp ny him. 

Yours f 1thfully, 

S cr tnry to the Princip 1 



MACDONALD COLLEGE 
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Ci~ ~Lhu_ eu 'ic, 
: .. c"''; .. ll T r ... iv """.~~ ~T, 
.or.. ;real. 

RAILWAY STATIONS. EXPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OFFICES : 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. QUE. 

POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD COLLEGE. QUE .. CANADA. 

10th J"anllar,/, lS30. 

T 'f, ..,'e tted very ".1cl ..,0 ce 0' li e to 
carry on 'vi th ly IQ k :.n practi ce sr ~ ~ ~ ir.. -o~-I; "cuI :rr s r aj, 

.L 11 o .... r :r4 te:!:'l (,d':'a tc s ~'U er~" s a_'c Qoir~' 
a "( e~: ~ pr8.c . .; cc f;cacl i n ~, 57 of , en .; ~ . or t --eal, in auo u 14 
sc~oo':'s. _'1' (, i 01' ... ( i..J ~o ir. ... port r I ~ t: a".j all ,. , .. c" l t ..; of he 
s,,'tff ;;1:0 criticise l,Uac::':n al'e visi.'Lin' ,IC'OO::"S in ontreal to 
help ~l ... d cri "';icis(' ,t (; . rk 0 ... E, by :::;tu -r ts, aY" of t' {; 1 ci..· 
in filll c' ~r or of c~a 8CS. 

Tf you is~, ho eVEr, J sla:l be very 
I lad ,0 co.,.,..r 0 :ro"r Office :.L1~r ti:'.e next .'ee'{, E XCE:P~ O:l-'1Y 
afternoon. I sl' 11 'e a"i , cGill - i verni ';J- ir. anJ" case 0.. ,.:. 'a, 
ufternoon ir orre' ,0 It'c-lrr LO , e i'our~" T-ear s,t'c..cnts in 
2nu tern, ir. p1..ace of' Professor C~_arko , 1:10 is 'eLl ;0 rospi ~"'l . 

:"l:ould you, tl f? • .'efo re, dA .... i rE.': 
ne tl:cn, or ' t ar.. carly ('a ~e, I shal::" be -1 to co~ '" 0 

t.o nE.' e 
01 urLul 

ard see you . 

you~s f ~~lful y, 

KI'1 
V . DOL-n . 



.. . 
SCHOOL FOR TEACH ERS 

OF FICE OF THE DEAN 

MACDONALD COLLEGE 
RAI LWAY STATIONS, EXPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OrFICES: 

STE. ANNE DE BEll.EVUE, QUE. 

POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA . 

Oct. le, 1~~7. 

Sir Arthur Gurrie, 
Pri nc i1'a1, l .... cGill uni ver~. i ty, 
lllontreal, l ue. 

Dear S ir .. -1rthur: 

I underE', tana. that r. Alfred ~oyee, the poet, 

ie to De in 1110ntrea1 next week and will be vi~.iting 

llcGi1l university. Is ttere any chance ot having him 

vi~.it 1 acdonald ~ollege and speak to OIU E'.tudentE'.'( We 

are far away trom the uE'.ual route and mlE's a great many 

opY)ortuni tieE of meeting 1'amOUE', men. ti ome da~T, 1 would 

like to have an opportunity of d.ieclE~ing with you E.orne 

meanf'. 01' ameliorating this condition, but meantime I am 

writing to euggeE't that it wouad be a great tavour if 

E'ome meanf', could De fOund. to have ..... r . Hoyes vielt the 

College. 

YourE' faitLfully, 

~-~~ 
J)ean . 



Doan Sinclalr Laird. 
Yacdonald College, ~ ue. 

Dea~ Dean Laird:-

October 19th, 1927. 

1 beg to acknowledge your 
letter of October 19th with re£erence to the 
visit of Ur. Alfred Royes. 

I shall try to make 
satisfaotory arrangements regarding a visit to 
llacdonald College. 

Yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 



kll· ~L 1 \vwv, ~~ 
MACDONALD COLLE~E 

SCHOOL FOR TEACH ERS 
OFFICE OF "!HE DEAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

RAILWAY STATIONS. EXPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OffICES: 

5TE. AN NE D E BELLEVUE, QUE . 

POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD C OLLEGE, QUE., CANADA . 

Principal, HcGill University, 
Montreal , Q.ue. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

July 18, 1929. 

I understood from Dean Barton that you wished to 
see me before I Ylent dest on my tour . I called at your office 
on Saturday morning, July 13th , either to see you or to malee 
arrangements for an interviel:7 . I also arrangec. with Colonel 
Bovey to make arrangements and Mrs . Chesley was to telephone 
me this week . However, on telephoning again today, I find that 
it may not be possible for me to see you before leaving on 
Sunday, July 21st, and I am therefore eiving you some infounat­
ion regarding our difficulties arising out o~ the tra~edy whereby 
;iIi ss l1abel D. Pric e , Lecturer in History & Geography, lost her 
life by drowning on June 23rd . 

Miss Price Vlas almost irreplaceable because of her know­
ledge and skill . She was one of the most efficient instructors 
for her posi tion that we could possibly have found and I was very 
proud of her success both in her work and with her col:eagues 
and student s . 

As you Imow , cont racts cannot be broken after June 1st 
and therefore I am in a ve~- diffi cult position . 3ev~ral of 
those to whom I have spoken and who mie;ht have been free are 
e i ther unv/illine to tackl e the work or could not i'ind their re­
lease from their engae;ements . 

Secondly , Dr . Gammell who , l thought :rlight be ableto 
help out during his firs t year of retirement, ' \1 ould lose hi s pen­
s i on if he undertook our work, and besides he is Going for a tour 
of the west and 17ill not return until the end of September . I 
fear , therefore , that temporary fillir~ of the position for next 
year is out of the question . 

Another arrangement that might have been possible cannot 
be worked ou t. I have also had an appli cat ion from a former 
Ontari o tea cher noVl studying at Columbia University but she is not 
qualified for all the subjects we are requiring . 



-2-

Another teacl::.er who could do at least three quarters 
of the work next year, His s J essie Norri s, Apt. 6, 6004 8herorool;:e 
St., W., lrontreal, is a teacher in ':ontreal iest and or.. teat 
account is entitled, after every ten years of sorvice, to one 
year's leave of absence. She coula probably take eer year's leave 
of absence out per present salary is greater than the increased 
salary we WE-re to pay the late ~1i ss Price fm,' next year, v/hose 
salary would have been .;i>1,900. Miss iJorris is at present re­
ceivinG '2,150 and 'Woula have to be paid even more at r.:acdonald 
eolle 'e. Besides she ilould like some info ... macion before August 
1st. ~D ~ L., -JY ~ ~ ~ c:fp 

I have also been ir.. communication rith Dr. Par..nelee 
and have likewise seen him personally in Quebec. 7e 'Jave can­
vassed the Y1hole situatior.. and believe that we may haye to pursuaue 
three or perhaps four of our present staff members to unde=take 
extra work in subjects \7hich are not their own so as to carry on 
for neA~ year. Dr. Parmelee is willinG to countenance sucl an 
arrangement in view of the emer.::ency and to aVoid a hasty appoint­
ment with t he risk of a misfit. Should we decide finally to call 
upon extra efforts from othe~" members of the staff, I would 
flequire authority to offer t hem same extra honorarium or bonus 
for the next seSSion, but rrould, of course, not do so vlithcut 
seeing you and discussing the matter thoro~~hly before taking 
this action. 

These fuuts are presented for your L formation and 
consideration so tha"c I may . ave an opportunity of discussing 
them Vii th you either nov; or in the middle of Au "list. At present 
I am at my '.7i t s end, but feel sure you will grant every cor sider­
ation to our difficulty that is in your p0\7er. 

Trusting that you will have a pleasant holiday in 
St ra th11 0Y, I aIL:, 

Yours iaithfully, 



.. MACDONALD COLLEGE 
• 

RAILWAY STATION!, EXPRESS "ND TELEGRAPH OFFICES: 

SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS 
OFFICE OF THE DEA N 

STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE. Q UE. 

POST OFFICE: 

MACDONALD C OLLEGE. QUE .• CANADA. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal , .McGill University, 
IA:on treal, Q.ue . 

Dear Sir 1: rthur: 

July 18, 1929. 

I am enclosing a copy of a 

letter I am sending to Dr . Pannelee with reGard to 

the difficulties in which I am placed for next year . 

7he letter, I think, explai~s 

itself . 

Yours faithfillly, 

t~~ 
B. Dean. 







NOT REQUIRED NOW 

Teachers Need Have Uni· 
versity Course Only 

fal! • Sept r.ll> r 2 .\ tatE' 
''1"''' 1t wa :'.,u!'d ":aturday Cr):TI t'H 
Depart'l cnt of };ducatlor, un'!"r 
the nr w y-nppolnte I 'uppr r trr d~r. 
D~. Hern ,,'. :Uunro. announeJ'1' tha' 
p,'~!Lauat(. of Nova Rcot.:'I. U'11VerS tic 
J~ Iring to take up the teaching pro­
f('s. (n will not be rt quirf'.l t ... ta" 
, CQurs" at 'lormul v,'lagc. TIH' th~f 
""ova HeoLa ul"H~rs't es, An tdi1., " 
,,'n'lf) '1 X VIC~ .... n'" Da1110ll if­
Km);, kV< .g'E'ed tn thl' p:oposa' 
tof the r lu 'aUon 1)!I'ICC. wh~re')y, for 
t 1(' bCl'l r't~ 'l"l' Hlng t) 'h" I' s u­
d'l''' 0 r cdv( .I!~e['t 'rnn t I' rdu 
cat on c ['i(.' theil' license lol' '( (h­
In.;', th, c )~ll'gE's wi'l estahlls.1 d,· 
'Jartmel'" 0 edunation, and certain 
assllltaJ cc both academic and !il'un 
rial, wll! be r' \ en from '1-).(' depa • 
ment Cf rducatlon, The' stltemc 
a,10un(cd 'ilLt tll<' arr ng"meJ t d 
n')t af! CL th" tatus of tHe 1"0 '1 • 
,'ol~g " '1( 'ep'in,; Un t tt') gradUate. ?' th~ three UnIV{)rs.ti(,r wlll r 0 
longer be reqllired to atten<i tha. i'1' 
:;t.tuti lD. 

Dr. JlniH'O said t!-Jf\ nC'w arr .. ngf)­
ment wae tt.e rl'l!3u't 'J' efforts tp 
ward '!olvil'g the two ('hie! 4:'1ucation 
problem in 'ova ::;('o':a. arising "at 
both ends of th£' syst(.m," namely 
tne unA"r Lded rural .:hool5, w'lich in 


