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resignation

L8 quite rig
Committee is
the Secretary.
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nov a mem

one time, when Dr. K
was much more active an
¥ e 3 When his salary was raised
twelve years ago he said he considered it unnee ry to re-
ceive this

] would gladly undertake the duties
of Becretary
left to you.
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That was one of the legacies he

At the next meeting of the Committee, to be
ean Laird and myself consider it necessary,
your resignation before the Tommittee.

Ever yow s faithfully,

Principal
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Department of Education
Quebee, P. Q.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE
SUPERINTENDENT
When replying please give LIONEL BERGERON

W. P. PERCIVAL at the head of your letter
this number. FRENCH SECRETARY AND

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE
MINISTER OF THE D:PARTMENT. DEPARTMENT.
S Y O IEBIAN Replies should be addressed
EDUCATION. to “The Superintendent of
Education, Quebec, P. Q.”

October 23rd, 1933,

2

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
Prineipal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill University,

Montreal, Que.

present at lMacdona
While there I visi

ers during the lecture periods.

- o The reception accorded me was excellent, and
vne spirit o the staff is one of co-operation.

; - The methods of teaching are modern, and there
1s a uniformity of philosophy and psychology that is
commendable,

Yours truly,
/7

o =
I
A VAN ¥ ?)J/(JZQ/'

Director of
Protestant Educeation.




Drs WaPa Llerc;.v{;"l,
Director of Protestant Education,
Department of Education,
Quebec, Gue.

much for your

letter in which you are ki enough to give me

an appre-

ciantion of the methods of

staff in the Schoel for Teachers. at Dean

Laird azlways does his t0 promota our mutual interests,

sometimes under

Principal.
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Sinclair Laird,
for Teachers,
nald College, P
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Dre. Parcival

the

aftern
a8 any other time yo

Training Committee.

two woeks, but we
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someéehow if

moeting is absolutely necessarye

Yours faithfully,

Principal.
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ATNO wOR TRACHERA
iV oL s2un LISAGHERS
-

1921 - 1930.

e

AT S A Y e o e

When the MeGill Normal School was transferred to
liacdonald College, it was the purpose of the founder and
benefactor of ilacdonald College to advance the cause of education
through the training of teachers, so that children might have
better schools yspecially in rural communities.

- KD

All Quebec protestant teachers with Kindergarten,

Elementary, and Intermediate diplomas are trained in the School

Macdonald College. It is, therefore, highly

2.1

the work of the School for Teachers should be
the purposes of the founder, and to satisfy

P

needs of the community.

'mlbcr of Teachers Trained.

decade, 1921 - 1930, the School for Teachers
has actually se 1t from its walls more than 2,000 teachers with
diplomas, an average of more than 200 a year, as shown in the

following table:~-




Year.

issued from l1920-21 to 1929-30.

Kinde

Elementary
Short Course.

Elementary

lst Class.

Inter-
mediate.,

Kindergarten

3

b &l
S
4

Director. Agsistant.

1920=-21
1921-22
1922-23

1923-24

1925-26
1926-27
1927=-28
1928-29

1929-30

91 49

51

o

96

68

o

79

80

%3
8y ! H Gl Gl = G »

Of the 227 teachers with first c¢lass

163 afterwards succeeded in obtaining Intermediate diplomas.

However, practically all these students did some teaching in
schools while they possessed an Elementary diploma, and thus
rendered service to the community as

thus quite fair to include them in the grand total, whieh

Elementary teachers. 1T

Elementary diplomas,

2101,




teachers, they must attend

Kindergarten, Elementary, and Intermediate diplomas.

"]

1t interesting to note that slightly more than

R Al oo >
ES

fty per cent of teachers come from the Province of Quebee
outside the Island of lMontreal.

In the last ten years, 55.5 per cent came from the
rest of the Provinece, and 44.5 per cent from the

Montreal.

Inprovementse.

There have been four notable advances in the education
of future teachers.
l. A higher standard for obtaining a high
school leaving certificate, or a
matriculation certificate for admission
to the Intermediate Class.

A higher standard for admission to the
Elementary Class.

The requirement of a medical certificate
for admissione.

The improvement of the training by the
addition of courses in primary methods.

school leaving certificate can only be won

(3)




obtaining 50 per cent in each subject, and 50 per cent

total, instead of 40 per cent, ag formerly.
? F 2 o

f - 3w T s P ved AT - 3 o o
The university matriculation cert

60 per cent of the total, and not less than 40 pe: gent in

t 1t is unfortunate that there is this double

one subjec
tandard for the same examination, as some stude pass in

.riculation, and fall in the schoc > ertificate, and
erst For the school leaving srtificate no-one may come
50 per cent, and for the matriculatior
reach 60 per cent 1n the average.
2. Students were formerly admitted to the Elementary
lass before Christmas if they had passed Grade 9, and attended
Grade 10 until Christmas, or taught school until
the possession of a certificate of having passed
required from all applicants to the Elementary Class.

3, A medical certificate similar to that required from
candidates for the Civil Serviece or for life insurance is exacted
from all applicants for admission to courses leading to diplomas
valid in Protestant schools. In consequence, nany students
suffering from various disabilities are deterred from applying;
and candidates suffering from ill health, deformities, and

aa -

infirmities are rejected, if their disabilities are such as to

(4)




detrimental to their This medical

probably reduced the number of but

students,

to improve the physical fitness of

teachers, the neces and overhead expense of

providing bstitutle

those who the

action on

profe
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teache
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ion.
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and
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e part

lengt

of

shen the carcer

e

the Protestant

Committee

Education

was

drawn by the

Pension

Roman Catholie

the Counecile. The Catholie took steps to

2XAC

the same requirements in the

Province of Quebec.

The Pension Commission hopes that in future it

will have fewer applications from teachers who des sire a pension

on

the ground of illhealth, and disability

after 20 years
servicee.

All of the three improvements, mentioned above,
- ’

naturally affect the attendance which has been reduced somewhat

in recent years, and will continue to remain smaller than usual,

il school boards recognize the improvement in the teaching

ersomnel, and pay salaries high enough to encourage desirable

candidates to prepare themselves for the profession.

(5)




fourth main improvement
and unification of primary methods in
gtaff, instead of having such methods

gourses of lecltureses The consequence

alter entirely the attitude of the student body. Formerly, there

4 \ T

was a tendency to prefer work in the senior departments; now very

many student teachers are definitely determined to devote them-

L&

fundamental importance

o

selves to primary teaching, which is of
for the super-structure afterwards laid by teachers in the upper

grades.,
This is a decided improvement, which has been gratefully

acknowledged and commended by Superintendents, Inspectors, and

others in touch with school workes

Costse

It is a fixed policy on the part of the authorities
responsible for the School for Teachers {0 appoint only the
highest type of teacher and instructor, with the necessary speecial
training, and successful experience.

As in ordinary schools, the high calibre of the
is the detemmining element in the success of the
training.

(6)




Table 2.
INCOME

School for
Teachers.

fees &

Year end-
inz Jurle.

Dwaantdng
TACT1CC
Salaries

Sunplic

Sehool for
S oy

s})n,»

school

N
3
I
w8

pplies.

y Y. LL

1921 10,655

1922 10,736

1923 11,035

1924

2

18286

oo
? et by

In the column m

lizht, heat, power and wat

1 ..,

In connegtion

item is salaries.

itself, but there have bee

with expenses,

There h

18,429 25,980 10,886

21,063 26,801 14,378 56,613

25,080 26,400 15,297 54,923

23,207 26,791 15,083 16,037 67,911

12,826 28,546 15,053 15,669 59,070

12,845 28, 238 15,641 59,611

14,111 28,271 18,303 63,009

50,200 28,027 21,098 66,547

40,002 29,060 12,261 20,071 68,384

29,960 30,451 21,218 20,941 72,610

noverhead" the Bursar includes proportion of cost of

arked

A e £ 21 wrmriay 4 11 and rETVIIT T
and reading gymnasium and roundas,

roonm,

er, ete., etc.,

supplies have remained fairly constant; the chief

"
o 4
au

ave been no additions to the aff in the School for Teachers

n additional teachers appointed in the practice school.




therefore, art

teachers in

wecordance with prevalling scale

Another increased cost has

charge for "overhead".




need is an addition to the practice
;0 afford more
accormodation for practi teaching, as w as to provide
~

room for the increasing mber puplls w at our dis=-

posal for this purpose,

Under the present circumstances, the staff are very much

handicapped with experiments they would like to carry on
in several directions, for example:=-

Rural and graded or“an zations.

Ixperiments in special subjects.

Experiments 1a 1pu1V1dU’ lork-
Lxperiments in rates of I ;:otiON

Experiments with objective tests.

summer school for the further training of teachers in

2

service, particularly those with Elementary and
diplomas. An enquiry into the ways and means of carrying
on such a swmer school with the co-operation of the

Departm of Edueation is now being carried on.
the staff of the School for Teachers,
and the teachers in the practice school.
These will be necessary to retain the efficlent members
and to provide for increases of salary
similar to those granted on the lontreal selle to teachers

in elementary schools. The present lecturers in the

(9)




School

2 oy 3 Fon o} 1 o \ smeantary achools
receive as Fri pe of Elementary schoOOL:

length of

e

self contained

173

ool r Teachers
some cases, the
rangement is not satisfactory -
the case of Art, because of the different
qualifications required to teach school art,
household furnishings, and costune desighe
Dr.Brunt has on two occaslions made formal
application to be relieved from lecturing in
the School of Agriculture. I
recormend this relief for Dr.Brunt

following reasonsi-

a. He has too mueh work to do 1t all
satisfactorily. ;

There is a sufficient amount of work
for him in the School for Teachers.

llore correction of English exercises

and more supervision of practice

teaching could be done by Dr.Brunt % 4

his energy were u“tir€lv at the disposal
the School for Teachers.

¥

Should illhealth or temporary sickness
prevent Dr.Brunt Tron.atugnqlng to his
duties for a short or long period, there
is no one here to take his place.

(19




This situation is generally true in the School for

Teachers. We have plenty of work for each Instructor,

no substitute available for an emergency, such as

or disability.
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McGILL UNIVERSITY
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: FOST OFFICE:
STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE. o Vs MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA
SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

December 22, 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie,
MeGill University,
Montreal.Que.,

Dear Sir Arthur,

At the meeting of the Protestant Central Board of
Bxaminers on Tuesday forenoon, December 20th, the new admissions
were made to the Intermediate and Elementary classes.

Five women and two men students were admitted to the
Intermediate Class commencing in January, in order to complete
their courses. This adds seven to the number of students in
the Intermediate Classe.

In the Elementary Class sixty-four students were
admitted, namely, fifty-nine women and five men. This is the
largest class that has ever been admitted to a short course,
and perhaps the size is accounted for by the fact that twenty-
six women were left over from last September, and were refused
admission last September on account of lack of space. This
class of sixty-four rural teachers is going to be a very hard
one to handle, especially for practice teaching. It is also
going to be hard to accommodate in the residence.

Four men and ten women were sent home by me on
cegunt of poor work in teaching. I may send home some more
q%ga( esults of examinations, which however I will not receive
from the staff until after the Christmas holidays.

I have already given this information to Mr.Ward
in connection with the boarding acecommodation, but I thought
I would send it to you also so that you will know the pressure
being put on the School for Teachers through large applications,
and admissions, especially in view of a conference between the
Department and the University authorities.

I have already started a committee to devise means
of improving the practice teaching for these sixty-four new
students in the Elementary Class.

I know we have your sympathy in our problems.

Yours faithfully, :
d

Dean,
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Vi

thur Currie;

University,
Dear Sir Arthur,

Conference
next Friday.

last one
: s y IR PO & P
Chicago, - 8 ] from

Stanton, Supervisor of lMusic

sent by the Montreal Proteste Sch

Montreal West, is being sent Dby Mon

also very anxious to attend as they not on

section, but an Elementary school section, and

School section, and a National High School Orches

Holst, Mr. Walter Damrosch, Dr.Ernest MacMillan o
thers are on the programme.

These conferences are held every second year, and
always been unable to attend one. I am anxious to do so as
Americans are very much ahead of us in Canada in this subject,

T would like to know what we can possibly do to improve our work
here.

The cost would be around $100. If it is more I would
pay the difference myself, and if it is less of course less will
be charged.

I earnestly hope that the University will make it ©
possible for me to attend on this occasion as there will not be
another for, at least, two yearse.

Yours faithfully,




Merch 20, 1932,

Te Fred Ward, Esqg.,
Bursar,
Macdoneld College, P. Ques

Dear lir. Ward,

With reference to Desn Sineclair Laird's

application for an sllowence to =ssist him in attending the

lMusiec Supervisors Conference in Clevelend, Ohio, next month,
I =m sgreeable if you can find the BONEYs

Yours feithfully,

Principsl.
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McGILL UNIVERSITY
RAILWAY STATIONS AND EXPRESS: POST OFFICE:
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SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Confidentiale

Mrse. D.McMurray,
Secretary to Principal,
MeGill University,
Yontreal.Que.,

Dear Mrs. MeMurray,

I received your confidential letter of June 2, and

shown it to Miss Philp.

Miss Philp and I will print our programme in such a

way that Sir Arthur Currie will not be required to do anything
except preside. He will not be expected to make any address
or any remarks; that part of the usual programme will be
eliminated.

We shall be delighted, however, if Sir Arthur is able
to come to the closings, and preside, as usual.

Yours faithfully,
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June 1, 1931,
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denyr Dsan,

Thank
which contains the

much better.

b o o0 ¥ 4% 5
Certainl;

Exercises of the School

faithfully,

PeSe I am sorry I have not seen anything to
intimate that you have drawn a winner
in the Caloutta Sweep.




STE. ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE.
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MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE.. CANADA.
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November

to attend,
reqguired, please
to give it.,

Princ irv‘: 1 o

11 you kindly let me know whether this
;tion Is to be held on Thursday, December
h, or on Friday, December 20th?
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MeGill Uni
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Dear Sir Arthur,

~

arranzine to have the distribution

H

Elementary class on Friday afternoon

DI« This year we propose to have

an informal distribution in the Women's resid
room or the piano alcove, with tea for
the few relatives of students who will come,
afterwards. T am writing to ask if you will be able to attend,
and preside at this rather informal function.
necessary to make a long speech, and if you will even consent to
congratulate the students, and distribute the prizes, we shall be
very pleased, indeed.

I hope your health will be sufficiently
recovered to enable you to honour us with your presence on that

occasion.
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MACDONALD COLLEGE, QUE., CANADA

May 14,

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, ieGill University,
Montreal, Quee

Dear vir Arthur:

I received your letter of May 10th telling
me that you would be unable to attend any ceremonies
in the month of June. I am writing at once to say how
sorry I am that you will not be able to attend and
21s 0 how much more sorry I am for the cause which has
led your medical advisers to suggest that you should
drop all work because of your physical condition.

I sincerely trust that you will have a long
and refreshing holiday and that your health will be
completely restored.

We shall do our best to carry on the various
funetions to your satisfaction and I presume that in
the absence of any instruetion from you I shall preside
myself at our Closing Exercices.

With best wiches for a good rest and complete
recovery, I am,

Yours faithfully,
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PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR;
SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.

Dean Sinclair laird

o

Macdonald College

Dear Dean Lalird,

he will be present

Inter-department Correspondence

From
THe PrincipaL anp Vice-CHANCELLOR,
McGie UniversiTy,

MonTREAL.

June 2, 1933,

neipal asks me to say

Cleésing Exercises

June 8th. It is doudbtful whether Lady Curri

accompany him.
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October

R } to make
satisfactory arrangement regarding a visit to
dacdonald College.
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