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~ ~ Autopsy on the body of Sir William Osler, Bt. on 

00.xii.19 at 2,30 p.m. at Norham Gardens, Oxford. 1 J 1 ~~ 

~ The body is that of a well-malle man not markedly emaciated, 
~J' Superficial fat present in moderate amount. Rigor mortis is well 
~ · \ marked. An old scar is present on the middle of tbe R. tibia at .~:~J /~ a slight p~oj~ction ~n th~a~terior borde~. 

l1 1. , A recent granulating operation wounG.~ne of the 
-U d /v{;- 9t.h rib a port ion of which has been removed. The wo1f;1d about 6" 
J"~ 1 long extends -forvrnrd to the posterior axillary i.ine. A. 
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A recent small sutured incision over tbe left basilic vein 
(intravenous saline). 

Hypostasis is present in the dependent parts of the body. 

Cavities. 
----~xcept in the region of the wound tbe lung is in contact with 
the parietal pleura. A few slight adhesions between the base of 
the left lung and pleura whic h otherwise lies naturally. 

The pericardium i s normal and contains about 2 cc. of clear 
s traw--coloured f 1 uid. 

The rif.ht lung is fre e as regards the upper two...;thirds of 
the upper lobe and the pleurae both visceral and parietal are 
natural. There are some oedematous adhesions between the upper 
lobe and the pericardium. 1~ ~ 

t.., ~ 
i Oedematous and highly vascularised adhesions lie for a con-J~ .~ siderable distance above the empyaema cavity. These are easily 

-,f .. J~ broken down between thoracic wall and lung, but those between lung 
~~J and diaphragm are mucb firmer and in attempting to separate the 1 · -.. '- lung a small cavity in the lung was opened up containing about 
--.::.....~ ' { 2~3 cc. of thick creamy pus. More posteriorly the diaphragm had 
'; l~ to be removed with the lung. 

Abdominal cavity - natural except fvr a left inguinal hernia 
admitting the finger for about 2 inches. 

Lungs. 
Left: some recent sli~ht fibrinous pleurisy on the 

diaphragmatic surface; a small pleural scar at the upper apex. 
Otherwise externally natural. 

On section. Oedema of both lobes, no evidence of bronchitis 
or alteration in arteries, veins or bronchi, no enlarged glands. 

Right: completely adherent to diaphragm but where separation 
has been effected is a small cavity with dark greyish brown walls, 



2. 

suggesting a recent pyogenic membrane. A large pyogenic membrane 
with tags of lymph covers the greater ~art of the posterior aspect 
of the lower lobe. The lung :b..as been cut in stripping it off from 
the vertebrae column to which it was firmly adherent. The upper 
boundary of the pyogenic membrane is practically the interlobar 
fissure of the lung. Haemorrhagic granulations extend upwards, 
and anteriorily from tbis line for a distance of 3" in some places. 
The middle lobe is not marked off from the upper lobe. Towarde the 
base of the lung in the surface of the pyogeDi.c meIT1brane is a small 
haemorrhagic areal½ cm. across1 wbich does not seem to be connected 
with any large vessel. 

011 secti0~, the upper lobe is normal except for slight oedema, 
and a small scar at the apex. The lower lobe sDows numerous small 
abscesses from 5 mm. to 2 cm. across, some of which contain brownish 
thin pus, others in an earlier stage show a haemorrhagic infiltr&­
tion without breaking down: a few of these cavities appeared to be 
smooth -walled. Many of the bronchi are dilated and show thickened 
walls. Creamy pus can be expressed from some of the bronchioles. 

Dense adhesions bind together the two lobes. 
The artery and vein are normal, the bro't'lctus inflamed. 

Heart. 
Normal in size but very flabby. Pericardium normal. 

Pulmonary and Tricuspid valves normal: Mitral admits 3 
fingers, ~ricuspid 4. Aortic valves thickened; mitral shows 
atheroma of the anterior leaflet. Endocardium everywhere normal. 
Muscle dark brown , soft, slightly friable; no fa t ty infiltration. 

The anterior branch of the left coronary artery is atheromatous, 
calcified and narrowed. The right coronary is atheromatous but not 
constricted. 

The base of the aorta sbows some fatty infiltration of intima; 
there are two calcified plaques in the concavity of the aortic arch, 
elsewhere in the aorta, fatty infiltration only. Tongue, tonsils, 
pharynx and larynx normal. Some frothy mucus in the trachea which 
is reddish j increasing in intensity towards the bifurcation. Two 
medium - sized lymphatic gla,nds at this bifurcation, one of which is 
sclerosed and the other anthracosed. 

Thyroid small but normal. 

Spleen. 

Very flabby, about normal in size. A few pinhead tbickenings 
in the convex surface of the capsule and one raised opaque tubercls 
which is not calcified. On section the pulp is diffluent. 

No enlarged mesenteric or other abdominal glands. 

I 
I 

j 
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Suprarenals. 

Left: normal. 
Right: medulla softened. 
Cortex normal. 

Kidneys. 

Left: slightly smaller than normal. On section the cortex 
which is injected is not diminished. A small ischaemic patch is 
seen on the outer border and slight arteriosclerotic atrophy 
towards the lower pole. The cap.suJ:- strips easily leaving a 
smooth uniformly granular surface with the exception of a few 
dep:r·essions from arteriosclerotic at"'.."ophy. 

Right: About normal in size. On section paler than the 
left. Tte calices are slightly dilated and arteriosclerotio 
atrophy shows slightly. Scattered evenly in the cortex are pin­
point, buff-coloured uratic deposits. The capsule strips readily 
leaving a smooth granular surface. 

Testicles: normal . 

Liver: smaller and softer than normal; on section brownish red, 
dry, friable, lobules not easily distinguished. No gross disease 
no gall-stones. 

Pancreas.: normal. 

stomach: small and lar~e intestines, normal 
appendix retroc-oacal, long and atrophic. 

Brain! 

externally; 

The piala,rachnoid is slightly adherent to the dura over the 
vertex and the aura again to the calvariurci_. The falx cerebri and 
tentoriurn cerebelli thickened. Frontal lobes large, squarish in 
transverse outline. Atherorna of the basilar arteries and circle 
of Willis. No external abnormality. Preserved for further 
examination. 

Interior of the cranial cavity natural. 

R. pleural cavity. About 2 cm. below the external wound is a 
haemorrhagic area about 4 cm. x 3 cm. attached to which is some 
recent blood clot, No bleeding point found. 

From above downwards the pleura shows the zones, normal, 
haemorrhagic, granulations and pyogenic merr.brane noticed on the 
external aspect of the lung. 
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DIRECTION FOR CREMATION AT DEATH. 

I hereby place on record my earnest desire that my body shall be Cremated 

after Death. 

Signature ........... ~ ...... ~ ... ~ .. r.f?.: .. !.. ......... . 

Address ...... . / '\ ~ ;1~ .. - ( ~ . .............................................. '' ·/ ............ ' ...... ' ....... . 

............................. , ..... rq....~ .................................... . 

r. A - - ./ 1 '6'/J.- If I I Date .................... ~~~·········· ........................ . 

Witnessed by 

Signature ..... /2.~~·······~················· 

Address ................ .. /£ ...... IJ..~.~ .~ .. '!..:' ........ ~~ 
Occupation ...... __ .j~~.~ ..... ~ .. J?~ 

It is important that intimation of this desire should also be made to the Executors and nearest relatives, or it 

may not become known until after the funeral. 

TO EXECUTORS AND OTHERS.-T1rn CREMATION SocrnTY OF ENGLAND, 324, REGENT STREET, LONDON, 

W., will willingly give information relative to Cremation, or advice in arranging. (TELEGRAMS: INCINERATE 

LONDON.) 

Becoming a life-member of the Cremation Society of England carries the privilege of Cremation at any British 

Crematorium without fee, and a Certificate is given to that effect. Any person approved by the Council may become 

a life-member of the Society by paying 5 guineas down, or 6 annual subscriptions of I guinea. 

N.B.-This Form should be deposited in an accessible place. 





SIR WILLIAM OSLER. 

In Llemoriwn. 
Dec. 29th. 

Now breaks a-bond that bound us East and Weat, 

Now on the dying year a dan,ness grows, 

Tho' with bowed head 'The Lady of the snows' 

Mourns, and Columbia puts pained hand to breast 

'J?hey cannot grudge the tireless worker rest; 

But down drear meads a 1obbing Isis flows, 

And thro' sad Oxford Halls a chill wind blows 

Of bitter los1 for one beloTed and best. 

Farnell true Kiightt ad• JAore compassion te 

Because with ue you kept war's sorrowful tryst, 

Still a1 you walked the groves of Academe 

Ever of fairer worlds you dared to d~ea.m 

By International wisdom aacle more great, 

And seeking truth and life you followed Christ. 

H.D. Rawnsley. 
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1 173 DO B BS FERRY ROAD WHITE PLAINS NEW YORK 

19 May 1942 
,,., . 

d 1 Dear Bill: 

1 ~ There are a number of things I should write to 
• O you about, but am far behind in other matters since 

() , our return from New Orleans (with an off-shoot to 
':::i ~ Charleston on the way down) • I shall have to leave 
> ~ yours of 8 May aside this time and reply to those 
~ l of the 12 and 16th - to narrow it down further, 

( merely say something about Dr. Gibson's account of 

,
, the autopsy. I cannot help wondering what "Aunt 

i Sue" would say. Certainly, I should not let any­
body have it until you hear from Gibson. I showed 
my copy to Dr. Parfitt the other day. I don't like 

' the idea of anybody having it, but would prefer, if 
..J. it has to come out, that you write the article about 

i . his illness and include the autopsy. On the other 
~ hand, if Dr. Gibson says yes, I think I should say 

• yes too. . 1 I have looked up Ficarra and :find that he 
~ graduated from Georgetown in 1939. 

<'C To tell you the truth, I do not think that 
Ji the autopsy was as thoroughly done as it might have 
~ been. I have not got my copy here, but did Gibson 
~ send you any accpj_of microscopic sections? I 
~ think W. O. woulcr-rrt"eh,o have had sections done of 

. 5 1 all the organs. 

j' ~ Glad to hear about Marian. Good luck to hod 

~:1 : ., 
::c ' 

Yours ever, 
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SIR WILLIAM OSLER, BART., M. D., LL. D., F. R. S. 

"And the master-word is Work-a little one, as I have said, but 
fraught with momentous sequences if you can but write it on 
the tablets of your hearts and bind it upon your foreheads."­
Sir William Osler, in "The Master-Word in Medicine." 



SIR WILLIAM OSLER, Bart. 
(1849-1919.) 

[Stanzas written in commemoration of the first anniversary of Sir 
William Osier's death, which occurred at Oxford. England, Decem­
ber 29, 1919.] 

By C. W. G. ROHRER 

A twelvemonth has pass'd since thy brave spirit fled, 

Its tenement, earthly, deserting 

For realms of sweet bliss, where the quick and the dead 

To their Master's image, reverting. 

Sad, sad grew our hearts when the message so brief) 

(Both time and chill winter defying,) 

America, reach'd, that our hero, "The Chief," 

Within a land distant lay dying. 

Serene, withal beautiful, thy great life's close.­

A star of the East, stately setting! 

Humanity's voice, in due homage, arose 

Demise thine, untimely, regretting. 

We miss thee, Sir William! Thy counsels divine, 

Real tenets of action acquiring; 

The charm of thy voice and thy presence benign, 

The best that was in us inspiring. 

Welch, Osler, and Kelly, immortal each name, 

With Halsted*-redoubtable cluster! 

On Johns Hopkins school shedding excellent fame,­

Unfading, untarnishing Juster. 



Ohl thou wert the first of this world-famous band, t 
Full tribute to Dame Nature paying; 

Though cold be thy relics, unnerv' d be thy hand, 

Thy worth we, in vain, are essaying: 

Of diagnosticians, "Prince;" clinics, "The Chief ;"t 

In art and in science excelling; 

Attention quick gain'd, thy discourse e'en but brief, 

Thy splendor of diction compelling. 

Beyond the St. Lawrence, its turbulent tide 

A wealth of wild grandeur disclosing, 

On Canada's soil-his lov'd birthplace, his pride, 

His ashes so fondly reposing; 

Pray there let him rest, 'neath the dew and the snow, 

'Mid hearts his good deeds have made lighter; 

In silence he sleeps, yet his name it shall grow-

And fame, too-increasingly brighter. 

Then, hail and adieu! to our mentor, "The Chief," 

His shining example extolling; 

Though long be the years and unbidden our grief, 

His tomb, hence-a Mecca consoling! 

*Reference is here made to the justly celebrated portrait-group of the 
Four Doctors-William S. Halsted, Howard A. Kelly, William Osler, 
and William H. Welch, painted by the late John Singer Sargent, R.A., 
in 1905. 

tProfessor Halsted died September 7, 1922, aged nearly seventy 
years. 

tBy reason of his eminent professional attainments, Dr. Osler was 
variously styled "the Prince of Diagnosticians" and "the Chief of 
Clinicians." 
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