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302 SEP.CON STREET 

Beate•,Maaa.Oeteber 2~,15. 
vir Archibald E.Garred-

.. 
~1y 4ear Sir Arohibald-

Wri ti•~ •• be~laf ef the Best•• Medi•al Library I 

ee tht OeJlll'!ttt,ee ef the Oalttr Mejt•ial ~•u •d i• preuati•~ a 

o•p~ ef the Osler medal t• the Library,aad mere eapeeially t• 

thaak yeu fer yeur ki•d etfioea i• helpi•g t• bri•g thia abeut 

That the library •h•uld be ••e ef tne aix iaatituti••• t• 

wh•• the C•-i~t•e baa a••• fit te prea••t a ••PY et the•••­

al •aturally greatly eaha•••a eur pleasure i• reoeivi•~ the 

gift. S•••hew,re•eaberiag the maay kiad•••• the Library has 

received fre• Oaler I •a•••t but feel ae weuld have appreTed 

ef the aeti•• ef yeur ••m11ittee . 
.. 

My delay i• aekaewledgi•~ it baa bee• du• t• the faet th1 

it •am• i•t• my haad1 ••ly yeaterday •• my retura t• ten. 

I aa prepariag a ahert article•• the medal fer eur 



leoal •edioal jeur•al,a ••PY ef whi•h I ■hall 

•••d yeu i• due ti••• 

Witk re~ard■, 

very truly yeura, 
~- 6'~ 

Curater sterer Celle•ti•• ~f Medioal Medal■, 

B••t•• Medieal Library. ~ 



THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

Dr. herbert Warren, President, 
Magdalen College,Chairman. 

Archibald E. Garrod, Esq., 

November 60, 1926. 

Acting Secretary of the Osler Memorial Committee., 
85 Banbury Road, Oxford, England. 

Gentlemen: 

I have just received through the kindness of Dr. 

Henry Barton Jacobs the medal,referred to in your letter, 

of the late Sir William Osler. 

On behalf of the Johns Hopkins University I wish 

to express to the Osler Memorial Committee through you 

our appreciation of your kindness in furnishing us with a 

copy of this medal. 

Sir William's memory is still very beloved here in 

the University and in Baltimore, where his personality made 

a remarkably strong impression. 

I am, with thanks, 

Yours very truly, 



PERCY E. NOBBS, M.A .• F,R,l,B.A,, R.C A, 

GEORGE T. HYDE, a,sc .. s.a. 

NOBBS & HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Prinoipal.HoGill University, 
''ontreal, 

Dear Sir Arthur:­

14 PHILLIPS SQUARE 

MONTREAL 

November 15, 1921. 

! hav ~tank you for your note of 
the 14th, with ' reg·r1t to the proposed treatment of 
the above room. . . . 

To answer Lad;v Osler' s quest ions in 
order:-

1. '.i'he 'Proposal is to use ::,ok. Very ITOOd 

walnut ic now en the mrirket at a reasonable prioe, 
os a result of tlli:~ war. 'i'hnt .vould be my seoond 
ohoioe. I_do not think mahogany suitable. 

2. I am not in favour of hanging a por-
trait of Sir 'VilliAm Osl~r in the · room. I have 
never seen a good portrait of him. I would muoh 
pref or to see a bronze bust, of the type ext end-
ing .fairly far down the cheat and including shonld­
ers end upper arms. Tait iJoKenzie would seem to bo 
the obvious man to be oommiasioned to hondle th.is. 

3. I felt there was some difficulty in 
mskine; a suggestion 7;ith regord to 1.he :plooir1g of 
the reQeptaole for the ashes. The pedestal sup­
porting the bust suggest a itself r.s D ~:uitable 
place. If it is not desired to give prominence. 
a niahe could bo arranged in the bock of the ped­
estal; then, only tr1ose concerned and interested 
will be a'.irere of its presence. 

;ith rep;Brd to the at1ggeetions. 
Woodwork in this country cannot be left raw and 
dull, as is fre1uently done in the csse of very 
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high-olnss :vork in England; for o11Ililtie reasons it 
h5a to be filled and !inished. Thr;t r1eed not involve 
a high pol1ah. :sy pre.ferenoe is for a dull, velvety 
finish, done ?Tith wax, hBrdly an egg-shell gloss. 
The panolling generally is very plain. Ro enriched 
mouldings are intended. Very little oarving is shown, 
only at two points. nnd this might be omitted without 
detr:tment. 

Co~oiderine tho somewhat lopeid$d nature 
of the outlook from the windows; I do not think o1ear 
glass would be very appropriate. Very beautiful e£­
feots osn, however, be obtained in leaded glass. 
obSCU.i."8 in character, without any patto~.ning. 

I 1uite ogree that the · furniture shou.ld 
be simple~ not very iuah is reQuired. 

You will e i.ntor13st .d t 11 know that 
prices have fallen very ~pprociobly sinoe the last 
€St imst e I u.rniahed in this connection. Thers are 
indications that the b;:,ttom o1 the merkct has been 
ret:ahed. A contract .for the panelling snd shelving 
eould be very adv!!ntageou.sly :plaoed \"lith the Broms­
grove Guild at this time. even if the structural 
t:;lterat ions to the room •,vere not begun until next 
Summer. 

I sm, 
Yours faith.fully. 
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Olf sm WILLI.AM OSLER 

Sinoe our last meeting a great man has passed away; one 

of the most eminent of our physicians, to whom the profession all 

over the world owes much; one to whom this Society was indebted 

during the early years of its re-organizati6n for much active 

assistance and for a great deal of inspiration - our most 

illustrious member, Sir William Oslef, is dead. At the end of 

a long illness bravely borne, severe haemorrhage on the 30th of 

~ December followed an operation for empyema and, to use a phrase 

of his own, "he slipped away". 

William Osle~ graduated in Medicine from McGill. He oame 

to ua from Toronto, where he had received an English and 

~lassioal ed•oation under able teachers. He was~ remarkable 

student and developed a great interest in the revelations of 

his microscope, at that time an instrument owned by few in 

our profession. He did not pass remarkably high in his classes 

but pasaed well, and his thesis on Pathological Anatomy was 

deemed worthy of a special prize. After graduation he went 

first to England,and afterwards to the larse medical centrea 

on the Continent, and spent two more years in study and re­

search, making many friends wherever he went. On his return 

to Montreal he, was appointed to the Chair of the Institutes 

of Medicine in MaGill and during the next ten years did muoh 

for our Society. If he was in town he was present at every 

meeting - no idle excuse kept him away; he took a prominent 
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part in every discussion. His pathological expositions of 

material obtained not only from the postmortem room of the 

General Hospital, but also often from long distanoea in the 

country were alw-aya interesting and instructive, and many of 

the discussions in which he took part were reported in the 

American Medical Journals. 

It was in 1882 that he demonstrated before this Society 

a case of Ulcerative Endocarditis in which he had found the 

oharaoteristio miorooocci in the vegetation on the valves, 

one o~ the earliest demonstrations of this infection to be 

made before any Society. A series of these oases three years 

later formed the basis of his Gu.lstonian Lectures. 

McGill, unfortunately, was unable to keep Osler 

in Montreal. In 1884 he was called to the Chair of Clinical 

Medicine jn the University of Pennsylvania, and in 1889 he was 

selected by the Governors of the New Johns Hopkins Hospital as the 

most promising man in the English speaking world to place at the 

head of their Department of Medicine. His influence is acknow­

ledged by all to have been most potent in placing that school 

at the head of all other .American Medical Institutions. 

Osler in Philadelphia, in Baltimore and in OX£ord never 

forgot Montreal, his Alma Mater, and his many Canadian friends. 

Those who met him during his years of active service in the 

Johna Hopkins Hospital will remember his kindly welcome and the 

unwearying way in which he plaoed the opportunities that that 

institution afforded at their service. Bo one left his wards 



without feeling the better for the stimulating influence 

whioh was exerted on all around him. 

During the Great War Sir William Osler accorded 

the most generous hospitality to all his Canadian and American 

con:frerea who went overseas. He proved a friend and counsellor 

to all at all times. He never spared himself when a siok or 

wounded Canadian sought his advice. 

We a.re .informed that the greater part of his 

magnifiaient library, including many rare books, with an en­

dowment sufficient to secure their careful preservation is 

to be left to the Medioal Faculty of McGill - a perpetual 

Memorial of the character of this great man. 

Permit me, therefore, to propose the fdllowing 

resolution this evening:-

• 

The members of the Montreal Medico Ohirurgioal 

Sooiety desire to place on reoord their sense of deep personal 

loss in the death of their honorary life member, Sir William 

Osler, Baronet. 

They call to remembrance the aotive part taken by 

him in the re-organization of the Society after his return to 

Montreal in 1874. Du.ring the following ten years he was a 

re~ar atten~ant at all its meetings. His pathological 

demonstrations were remarkable for their lucidity, and for 

their exposition of the most advanced research work of the 

day. He himself frequently presented papers, the result of 

much original work, and his remarks were always characterized 
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by an appreciation of true worth which formed a stimulating in­

spiration to all. and added much strength to our Society. The 

members reoall with some pride the fact that almost all the 

specimens referred to in his Gu.lstonian Lectures in 1885 on 

Uloerative Endooarditis, and that a large number of the cases 

which illust.ratg his well-known •practice of Meuicine• were 

first demonstrated and discussed at the meetings of our 

Soaiety. Many of the specimens aost carefully dissected 

by him are at present in the McGill Medical Building. 

In his later spheres of activity, at first in 

Philadelphia, afterwards as the master mind in the Medical Wards 

at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Balti~ore and finally in the less 

atrenuous life of his retreat to the classical shades of OXford, 

he never forgot this Society or his .Alma Mater. 

The Montreal Medical Ohirurgical Society, therefore, 

desires this night to do honour to the memory of an associate 

who was not only a great physician, but an enthusiastic 

investigator, a successful and inspiring teacher, a vig::>rous 

and entertaining writer, a man beloved by all with whom he came 

in contact. 
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