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Jli&s A. N. MaeDel"llOt, 
4100 C&te des Neiges Road, 
Montreal. 

Dear lis.a laeDermot, 

OSLER LIBRAR'l, 
3 January, 1956. 

We are all tremendously ple6.sed •1th your drawing 
of Dr. tr&ncis. I am sure that. it will reproduce 
beautifully for the frontispiece of our book. 

Ber~ is a cheque f'roa the •Friend=, of the Osler 
Sooietytt. I hope 7ou Will be willing to undertake soae 
other commission of the same sort. 

LOStcd 
Enclt-

Very aineerely yours, 

Lloyd G. Stevenson, M.D. 
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" McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

OSLER LIBRARY, 

Dear Dr. 

Once again, as in past years, the American 
Association of the History of Medicine announces a 
competition for the William Osler Medalo 

The quality of the essays submitted in this 
competition last year was remarkably high 9 but the number 
of entries fell somewhat below the usual standardo We 
shall therefore be very grateful for the cooperation of 
American and Canadian faculties of medicine in bringing 
this contest to the attention of medical studentso 

Please post the enclosed notices and inform 
any members of your teaching staff who may be interested 
in the history of medicineo If occasion serves to make 
an oral announcement, or if it is possible to insert a 
printed announcement in a local calendar, journal or 
college newspaper, your students will be the better informed 
of this opportunityo 

Thank youo 

Yours sincerely, 

Lloyd Go Stevenson, MoDo, 
Chairman, William Osler Medal Committeeo 
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OSLER LIBRARY, 

Once again, as in past years, the American 
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Dr. E. E. MaoDeraot. 
The Mootrl'i~ General Hospital, 
Cedar .Avsmut:t, 
Montreal. 

/ 
/ 

OSLER ttBRA'Rt, 
l7 0$0., 19.55. 

I aa fi&nding manuscripts t-Q t;he printe-r ld th a 
few ctetalla, beyo~d inefituble errors. to be fixed up 
in the proofs. ~ng the things I huve qWl!stion
m'lrlred i& Rel1g1o Librar-ensis. Have you cbeck&d thi.s 
wit.h ~ cl&Sffioi6t? It still makes me· uneasy. 

:t don't •~t abs.olutiOQ. I w,ant :in1thor1t,y - a& 
high ar. possible - because we can live down doubtful 
EnS].ish but net doubtful Latin. If ,you are r161)t, 
I ?Wl. gladly crB'.wl, acknowledging J.UY~elf much ben!fi:J,ed. 

;Cour6, 

t,GS:cd 
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Dr. H. E. lacDermot, 
4100 Cote des leiges Road, 
Montreal. 

lly' dear Fellow-Conspirator, 

OUght. we to communicate in codeT 

OSLER LIBRARY , 
3 Nov., 1955. 

Your m.anueoript has been polished up to the point 
where ,q complaints are all quibbles - except one. But, 
we are writing for (and about) the very prince ot quibblers 
in literary matters, whose stylistic conscience is tender 
and whose eye is very sharp. 

Bottom ot p. l, second last lines I am now persuaded 
that •authoritative• bas at least two meanings and that 
•authoritarian• won't doJ but my suggested substitution seems 
to me an improvement. 

Top ot P• 2a •writing• ia singular, •passages• pleural, 
and if the difficulty is merely formal, this does~vent a 
slight • catoh" in reading. •He might not say anything about 
them.• 

P. 2 and throughout.a much too free a use of past tense, 
wbich gives an undesirable obituary tone. How about •1s• for 
"was• wherever possible? Hence also suggested add! tion to 
second paragraph. 

P. 3, second paragraphs Hand-wrote comments would never 
of got wrote, as you say. But cut out the telephone book, because 
he wouldn't like it, and because he writes so amusingly. 

P. 4, second paragraphs •when after coming out of the 
Royal Victoria College ••• the atudents took the horses.• 

P. 4, tirst line of second paragraphs •a history" is a 
bookJ •the history• m83' be equivalent to •the past- or •past events,• 



and the antecedent of •1 t' 1n the t!rat line of the quotation 1a 
not then obvious. 

P. 51 1. 17a •so gently as he does,• or •gently, as he does,• 
but not •so gently, ae he does.• 

P. 61 •certainly the Librarian does not attempt to withdraw 
himself,• or as written in pencil. 

P. 6.s Big Protests These book• are~ •sources.• 
Indiepenaable as they are, they are either guide to, or away troa, 
the sources theuelves. •Seldom need one go further than these 
for medical historical facte. • OU.chi Erwin H. Aok:erknecht, 1n 
A Short Riston: or Medicine, just published, says 1n bis preface, 
•noboey really understands medical h11tol'j7' unless he has read at 
least a few of the original texts.• I am getting students to 
write reviews of hundred-year-old pampbleta rather than historical 
es14ya fF011 the books in the little bay. Nevertheless they 
certainly ought to know about these. Can't you somehow reword 
this bit! 

P. 7, second paragraphs •ms. 9.!: badly written aterial" -
aren't they the same thing? 

P. 7, third line trom the bottoma •custodian of• aight be 
the Regius Professor himselfJ •custodian at• seems to avoid the 
difficulty. 

The whole effect is first-rate. I am glad you undertook 
to tell about the "patter,• and you have included some other things 
that DlUS\ be 1n the book but that no one else is attending to. I 
think you give a good picture of W. 1J. F. As he says himself', 

LGSacd 
Encla-

Yours w. o.-fully, 

P.s. I have Dr. Francis• ruling that •rranois•s• is the correct 
poasesei ve form ot hie nuae~ All the other objections to 
the Davison and Le.Fanu contributions are points well taken. 
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Dr • .a. E. MacDel'flOt., 
4100 C8te des Neiges Road, 
lfon:treal. 

Det\r Dr. llacDermot, 

OSLE.ft LIBIWU, 
26 Sept., 1955. 

Ae you a.re ftll. aware, next year will urk the-

35th e.rmiver&ary of the .foundation of the Osler Society. 

I think you also know that the present executive of the 

Sooiety, with the encouragement of the Honorary President 

and some of the Alumni, haa decided that it would like to 

honor Dr. Francis on this occasion. It is proposed to 
print a. slender volume of' tributes, to be issued at the 

tiae of the annual banquet in Jla.reh, 1956. We hope to 

include measages from h:1.41 .friends and student.a at i&oOill 

end also f'rom those who have been associated with him 
elsewhere. 

There will be puf£s about the catalogue from 
bibliographers and historians arid reidniscences of varlous 

kinds from old associates. I eount on you, however, to 
let us have something quite liveiy and personal, perhaps 

including an anecdote or t:wo.. I d-on•t want the little 

book to be too fonial. or to have anythlnE; of .a valodictor,r 

air. Iou vri.ll a.~e tb.e.t this ill a. danger in gatherini 

•tributes"• 

I think I need hardly add that the whole affair 

is •top s,ecret, • at least until a ebort time be£ore the 

eyent. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Lloyd G. Stevenson, 1.n. 

LOSaod 



OSLER LIBRA.Rt', 
9 Dee., 1955. 

Dr. J. Wendell Macleod, 
Dean of Medicine, 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, 
SasJt. 

Dear Wendell, 

Thank you so much for your interesting 
manuscript. •• Yr. F. is sure to be pleased 
with it, as are the three editors. Our 
space lllld. ts are rather stringent and we 
may have to cut one of the shorter paragraphs 
of the seven you suppli-ed. I know you 
won •t mind, and the gap will not be apparent. 
It reads very smoothly and I am astounded 
that you can do this sort of thing after 
l a.11. 

Kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lloyd G. Stevenson, K.D. 

LGS:cd 



----
UNIVERSITY OF" SASKATCHEWAN 

SASKATOON, CANADA 

DEAN OF MEDICINE 

Personal. 
October 6, 1955. 

Dr. Lloyd c. Stevenson, 
Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Dear Lloyds 

I am very touched by the plan to 
honor Dr. Francis next February. Many 
will be so pleased that an ovation is 
p.ianned. 

I shal l attempt somethi ng in the 
way of a tribute, although at the moment 
I am overwhelmed by a sense of inadequacy 
to do this justice. It should be smart 
and witty, and these qualities are dif.fi
cult to evoke as I view the crowded agen
da of the .fall o.f 1955. 

I hope to spend a few days in Mon
treal the first week of November and per
haps you can help me to become inspiredJ 

With best regards, 

. Yours sincerely, ( 

iJJuld J.~ eJ.l Macleod, M.D., 
Dean of Medicine. 
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Dr. Wendell McLeod, 
Dean ot Medicine, 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, 
Sask. 

Dear Dr. McLeod, 

OSLER LIBRA!tt, 
4 Oct., 1955. 

Mext year ie the 35th anniversary of the foundation 
of the Osler Society of McGill. The student executive, 
with encouragement from Faculty and Alumni, is planning to 
honour Dr. l!rancis at the time of the annual banquet, 16th 
February, 95 We intend to issue a small volume of 
tributes an I should very much like to receive a contribution 
of a few pages from you - between one and five, double-spaced. 
As a past president of the Society and an old friend of 
Dr. Francis, I am sure that you will be glad to have a part 
in this project. Personal rearl.niscences seem to promise 
the greatest variety of material., but I leave it entirely 
to you and whatever you choose to send will be most welcoae. 

Since the time tor editing, printing and binding is 
rather short, I shall be especially grateful if you can let 
me have your contribution by the lst of December. 

I need hardly add that we hope to give Dr. Francis 
a pleasant surprise and that the whole scheme is a secret. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lloyd G. Stevenson, M.D. 

LGS:od 
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