
[Dr . E. M. Evans, Berkeley, California, to Dr. Fulton, 
September 26 1 1941 . ] 

[ .e. 'VESALIUS, A. Opera omnia ne.tomica et chirureica. Ed. 11. 
Boerhaave & B. S . Albinus. Leyden, 1724-25. 2 vole. rolio.] 

"Vesalius . This item is very interesting. According to 
Bibliotheca 9elgica (prem. ser . , tome XXV V 120 and V 121), the 
first volume of this item is a copy of part 1 of the work, which 
was apparently projected to ap:'ear il'! several parts but which 
may have been superseded after the aP,pearance of this first 
part by the complete work in two volumes the following yee:r. 

"Incidentally, the bllil:iogre.phy of de Fey fer in Janus 
(vol . 19, p . 345- 607) is inaccurate (on p . 437) in quoting 
the title of ~~e Bibliotheca Belr,ioa; evidently the 'litt. • 
is a compositor's error (misreading?) for XX. Also, on p. 
474 'Cazan' should be 'Casnn', which ia the abbreviation on 
l V 120 of the Bibl . Belg.; this doubtless refers to the renowned 
Biblioteea c4aanatense i.n Rome. On the same pnge de Fey:f'er uses 
~~bscripts for V 120 end V 121: 11 V 120', 'l V 121' . These 
!U"e misleQding, since the subsoripte are ve.n der Haeghen's 
pa~ing for the entries of his bibliogrephy. Either the sub­
scripts should be left off entirely or the i>1clus.ive pagine: 
should be given: 1- 3 V 120 and 1- 5 V 121. 

''One of th ori;::;innl owners had the tv,o volumec of this 
item bound uniformly as if they were a complete set . !t would 
be intcregting to know if this particular set aver had the de­
finitive issue of vol . l as well~ thus making three volumes 
in all . " 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

INSTITUTE OF THE HISTORY OF MEDICI NE 

1900 EAST MONUMENT STREET 

O!RECTOR•s 0FFlCE 

Dr. William Francis 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

October 23, 1937 

The publication of a volume of selected letters of 
Fielding H. Garrison is being considered. It is felt that such a 
volume will not only be very welcome to the many friends of Garrison, 
but will constitute a real contribution to American literature. It 
will present to a larger public a brilliant writer who so far was 
knovm only to a limited group consisting mostly of medical men. 

Mr. F. L. Tietsch, who was a very intimate friend of 
Garrison and whose delightful article in the April number of this 
Bulletin of the Institute of the History of Medicine is probably 
known to you, will edit tho voluiae. We felt that no b'3tter editor 
could possibly be found. Mr. Henry Mcncken promised his cooperation 
and placed his very volurYinous correspondence with Garrison at the 
disposal of the editor. Mr. l'Aencken and Dr. Henry E. Sigerist will 
contribute forewords to the volume. 

We wish to invite all the many correspond.ents of 
Garrison to send their letters to the Institute of the History of 
Medicine, the Johns Hopkins University, 1900 East Monument Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland. The letters will be copied in the Institute 
and the originals will be returned to their owners without delay. 
The copies will be preserved in the Institute to serve as materials 
for a future biography. 

While Garrison was very reserved in personal contacts, 
he was exuberant in his letters. His moods and whatever worried him 
found expression in letters. Letter-writing was his way to free hiill­
self from oppressing thoughts and he not seldom passed harsh judgements 
on matters and people. It is needless to say that the editor will 
proceed very carefully in selecting the letters or passages from 
letters to be published. 

Ve7-Tcy@ll 1 
Henry E. Sigerist 

HES:T 
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Dr. Herbert . :vans, 
Instit1'.tte of .. xperimental Bioloe,y, 

University of California, 
Berkeley, Crl ifornia. 

Dear Harbert: 

29 September 1941. 

Thero is story or Coleridge to the effect that 

his friends enjoyed lendin~ him books because they always came 

b c nriched with notations. Your lee.rned co• ,ents on the 

Boerhaave Vesalius e.re highly informative, and I am having them 

tran cribed for insertion into our copy, and run also sending a 

transcript to Billy Francis who is, 1 hope, hard at work finish-

ing of'f Vr. Cushing' s Bibliography of Vesalius. e are urging 

him to finish it in time for the anniversary in 1943. 

¥ve havo J,ljade note also of your comments on the other 

i tel"'S. 

V.ith best wishes, 

Very sincerely yours, 

J . r . Fulton, .D. 

P.S. I trust that the two reroainin ite s were 
w~thout blemish. 



HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 
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Dr. W.W. Francis, 
~he Osler Library, 

McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada. 

Dear Bill: 

SSS CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

12 Sei:t ember 1941 

Do you know about the Copernicus Society and the 

contemplated publicatlon of an English translation of De 

revolutionibus in 1943? Don't you think that we might 

push the bibliography of Vesalius so that it could appear 

in the same year? It would be a splendid publication in 

the Historical Library Monograph Series, and I feel certain 

that you will cure your diplopia if you really get down to 

it. I enclose the Copernicus Society announcement. Keep 

it as I em sure they will send me another. 

Yours ever, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 



Robert B. Downs, ,s,1 ., 

Director of the Libra.ries 1 

New York University, 
New York City . 

Dear .r. Downs, 

11 Septe ber 1941. 

I am not quite certain hether you wish a for­
r.;.e.l reply to your letter of feptember 10th . Needless 'to say, 

shall all be muoh intorestod in the A.L. A. 's project of 
issuing a map showing regionul library centre Md distribution 
of lib:- y resources in tho United Statev. As! r as medical 
libraries ara concerned, the strongest from the point of view 
of general holdings a.re, in order of importance: 

Army I{odioa.l Library, l ashington. D.C. 
tew York ,cndemy of tadivine 
Bosi.on edioe.l Library 
College of Ihysioians, nilndelphia. 
Ye.le fodical I.ibrnry 
ielch edica1 Library 

The John Crerar Library in Chicago is alr,o very ~trong, 
e·~ cially in journal holdings and in early toxte; and th re are 
several sound working libraries on the Pacific Coast, the mo t 
i iportmt of which is tha Lan Library o,t Stanford 'edica.1 School, 
Sn Francisco, hich has R ci 1 stren~th in e.rly t xts. Our new 
istorical Libr ry her , of l•ioh I onclose the i'irl'lt annual re­

port for your information, i particul ~ly strong in texts bear­
ing upon tha hhtory of an torn.{, physiology and early surgery. 
The Librnry has aleo concentratud on the history of sciences 
arlcillary to r,edlcine, includin:.:; nstronomy, botany, physics, 
chami try e.nd geolo y. 

l trust that thi 
you require . 

y give you the inforcatfon which 

Very sincerely yourc, 

J. F,. Fulton, . J> . 



THE COPERNICUS SOCIETY 

OF THE BURNDY 
LIBRARY, INC. 

459 EAST 133 ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

In connection with the 400th anniversary of the 
publication of De Revolutionibus by Nicolas Copernicus 
in 1543, there has been formed the Copernicus Society 
at 459 East 133rd Street, in New York. The object of 
the Society will be the publication of the first English 
translation of this classic in the history of science. 

The translator selected is Dr. Edward Rosen, a 
graduate of Columbia University and a member of the 
Department of History at the College of the City of 
New York~ Dr~ · Rosen is the author of "Three Coperni­
can Treatises", comprising the first English edition 
of the minor astronomical works of Copernicus includ­
ing the Commentariolus and . the Letter Against Werner, 
as well as the Narratio Pr:1.ma. The latter work was the 
first presentation of the Copernican astronomy to an 
expectant world and was issued from Danzig three years 
before the publication of De Rovolut:tonibus~ Dr. Rosen 
is at present working under a fellowship of the Guggen­
heim Memorial Foundation~ It is expected that the work 
of translation will be completed by this outstanding 
American Copernican scholar in time for the celebration 
in 1943. Because the year 1543 marked the publication 
not only of De Revolutionibus but also of ~e Humani 
Corporis Fabrica by the young anatomist; Vesalius, it is 
regarded as the date when the era of modern science began~ 

DEVOTED TO A NON-PROFIT PUBLICATJON JN ENGLISH OF DE REVOLUTION/BUS BY COPERNICUS 



THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR, HARVEY CUSHING 

SSS CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

18 October 1941. 

Dr. w. w. Francie, 
The Osler Library, 

McGill Uni"V'ersity, 
Montreal, :f.Q., Canada. 

Dear Bill: 

Herewith an extra copy of a brochure I pilfered 

yesterday at Duke tor the Osler Library. Wilder Penfield was 

there, but I don't know that he had an opportunity to see the 

exhibit. Trent is a young house officer on Bob Wood.hall's 

brain surgery team, and he really has a flair for books. How 

are you off for military medicine? 

from the B .o. 

I can't seem to recall 

When would you like to pay us a visit? .I will call 

a meeting ot the Advisory Board whenever you feel so inclined. 

Yours ever, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 
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AGENDA ___ .... ___ ,.,.... 

Fourth .eetiry; ot t,~!,. Advisory Boud 
Sun~a.l!..L_une 15, 1S4l, 8 P.M. 

I. ~inuws of last meeting 

II. Report ot interim meetings of Executive C<mlmi ttoe. 

Ill. The new Yale »t:edical J.ibre.ry Committee. 

lV. Financial lee port 

l. Year 1940 ... 41 
a. Operations 
b. llo ok fund 

2. tear 1941-42. - proble a of budgeting. 

V. Report on C taloguing 

1. General c tnlo e 
2. ~hort-ti tle catalogues 

VI. Proble s of J?olioy 

1. Book purchases - &,!!d subjects to he strengthened 
2. Subvention of le ar:ned publico.tions 
3. I,ine of divisio11 between holdinn;e ot Hiatoricnl and 

ener l 'ed.i.cal Librarieg 
4. Curators of special gubjects 

Dr. JUebs 
Dr. Streeter 

6. Dr. Streeter•s exhibitions 
6. Depart: •en.t cf Medi o l ii' !"{tory 
7. Librarb.nehip 

VII. The Library of the late Dr. Charles 11ardell Stiles 

VIIl. Sincle book purchases for consideration 

1. Avicenna ms 
2. !ioh ol Scotus 

Il. P raonnel 

l. .'isa Brinton 
2. Mis Stanton 
3. b"s. Perkins 
4. •rs. King 
6. eeda Md future plens 

X. Miscellaneous business. 



9 June 1941. 

1'0 THt ME •llLRS OF Tllh ADVISORY DO.ARD: 

The Exec, tin Committee ot tl1e Advisory Board he.a 

expressed th6 opinion that it wi 11 be preferable to have 

one session only of the .Board. fhis •ill be held on 

Sunday evening, June 15th, at 8 P.M. l hope ~ry :m:uoh 

that everyone w111 be able to attend at that time. 

l enclose the tentat1Te agend. If other 

businees h to be brought up, co\Jld you kindly infer 

ma before 1'1riday, the lSth? 

J. F. Fulton, I.D. 



YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
333 CEDAR STREET • NEW HAVEN · CONNECTICUT 

Historical Library 19 June 1941. 

Dear Bill: 

Her~Nith the minutes of Sunday even­

ing's meeting . Will you go over them carefully 

and let me have any suggestions or corrections? 

At Car 1 Lohmann' s suggestion, we are 

changing Streeter's curatorship to 'Museum Col­

lections, Yale Medical Library'. I trust that 

this meets with your approval. 

Yours ever, 

~ ~ 

Dr. W. W, Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P . Q., Canada. 



TUE l' 'DICAL LIBRARY 

YJU;;;, UNIVE1 SITY 

June. 16th 194.1. 

At the inauguration of' thh gigantic :monuxn.cnt_. 

created by the e11th ... ud&sm,, devotion and love ot thr e 

warm-hearted heroe~ u.nd sacrificed to the silenced 

voices of tllo p st from all dominionis of' the dloal 

lit.,rary world, l sincort)l;r hope and h artily wish 

that - lto ve~ brutal and barbarie the wicoa of the 

;present time r,w.y be - here will always be foun a 

homa aai'e for assiduous studies, inquiry into t-ruth 

and nobleheartod humanity. 

ERIK \'ALLER 

Stockholm ~y 31st 1941. 

[The above tribute arrived tro1n Dr. aller by 
air mail on Jun~ 20th. lt w a il:l:nediately 

aeknO'f:le ed, and l ftrl sending it herewith 
to the :members of the Advisory Doud. J.F.F.J 
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MINUTES 

Fourth Meeting of the Advisory Board of the Historical Library 
Yale Medical Library 

June 15, 1941 

The fourth meeting of the Advisory Board of the Historical Li­
brary was held in Room Bl05 of the Laboratory of Physiology, Sterling Hall 
of Medicine, at 8.15 P.M. on Sunday, June 15, 1941. There were present: 
Dr. S. Bayne-Jones, Dr. F. G. Blake, Dr. W.W. Francis, Dr. J. F. Fulton 
(Chairman), Dr. G. H. Smith, Dr. G. M. Smith, Hr. George Stewart, and Dr. 
E. C. Streeter. (Dr. Cushing who had been present at the dedication cer­
emonies was absent for military reasons. Mr. Knollenberg and Dr. Reynolds 
who were also present at the dedication ceremonies were prevented from be­
ing present by illness.) 

I. Minutes of last meeting 

In calling the meeting to order, Dr. Fulton mentioned regret 
concerning his absence from the previous meeting of October 19, 1940, 
and expressed thanks to Dr. Bayne-Jones for having prepared the minutes 
of the meeting. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

II. Interim meetings of Executive Committee 

l. Cataloguing. The Chairman gave a brief resume of the interim 
meetings of the Executive Committee of January 9th, February 7th, March 12th, 
and May 28, 1941, mentioning the recommendation concerning the adoption of 
the Library of Congress system of classification and of the transfer of 
books from the University Library. He also referred briefly to certain 
personnel problems. After some discussion, in which Dr. Streeter mentioned 
the Boston Medical Library system of classification, it was 

VOTED: That the Board e~1dorses the recommendations concerning 
the adoption by the Yale Medical Library as a whole of 
the Library of Congress system of classification. 

Dr. George H. Smith mentioned that the General Medical Library had already 
begun to adopt the L.C. call numbers. 

2. Patrons of the Yale Medical Librarl· Drs. Blake and Bayne­
Jones outlined the steps which had been ta.ken in establishing the 'Patrons 
of the Yale ffodical Library', and Dr. Bla.ke reported that ~1203. had thus 
far been received; that the money was not in any way ear~arked and could 
be used for any purpose that the Library Committee recormnended. Mr. Stewart 
emphasized that organizations of this sort vrere highly important in the pres­
ent world situation in view of diminishing incomes and the uncertain future 
of all academic institutions. 

III. Yale Medical Library Comrn_i ttee 

Dr. Blake's a.ppointrnent of a general executive com.~ittee to deal 
with the affairs of the Library as a vrhole vrns reported. The membership 
of the Committee as recom.~ended by Dr. Blake and approved by the Board of 
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Permanent Officers at its meeting on June 12th is as follows: 

S. Bayne-Jones, Chairman 
Chairman, Advisory Board, Historical Library (J. F. Fulton) 
Chairman, General Medical Library Committee (G. H. Smith) 
The Dean of the School of Medicine, ~ officio (F. G. Blake) 

It was pointed out that the new Yale Medical Library Committee would super­sede the Executive Committee of the Historical Library, and in view of this circumstance it was 

VOTED: That the responsibilities of the Executive Committee of 
the Historical Library be merged in the new Yale Medical 
Library Committee. 

The Executive Committee of the Board thus ceases to exist as a corporate 
entity. 

IV. Financial report 

Dr. Fulton reviewed the financial position of the Historical Li­brary, nentioning the difficulties which existed before the Library's income had been subdivided into Book Fund and Operations Fund. The establishment of the two separate funds (see recommendations of the Executive Committee of January 9, 1941) has proved entirely satisfactory as a working arrange­r.1ent. 

Dr. Fulton reported that in the academic year 1940-1941 [as of June 1, 1941]: 

Operations Fund: Income from Cushing Estate 
Gift from Mr. Henry F4 Pope 
Adjustments 

Expenditures: 

Overdravm: 

Book Fund: Balance in s etting up now acct. 
Income from royalties 
Income from sale of duplicates 
Varia 

Charges against Book Fund 
Balance: 

~ 5291. 28 
1000.00 

1.45 
t6292,73 

8416.24 

~2123.51 

~; 577.11 
3812.03 
3120.49 

7.50 

~7517.13 
3210.02 

$4307 .11 

Budget for 1941-1942. Dr. Blake's letter of March 31st concerning the budget for 1941-42 was read, and it was pointed out that of the recom­mended budget of ~10,300 for staff and current expenses, the University had committed itself to only tS,300 which might prevent the Library from em­ploying one of its sub-cataloguers as well as two student assistants. No 
decision has been reached concerning the additional ~2,000 requested in the budget, and after some discussion in which Dr. Blake pointed out that since the combined income of the Cushing Fund and the ~12,000 likely to be yielded 
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cftL. ~ ~ 
by the _9J:1a:rds Fund did not co-ver the requirements of the Library as a cl---.,,,/ .:-4:. 
whole, no decision could be reached at this meeting. (Part of the Chil.ds- ,11 • ,...,. , ""~' 
Fund must necessarily go toward the support of the General Medical Library.) 

In view of the shortness of notice and the urgen"'t need of cata­
loguing assistance, Dr. Fulton asked whether the salary of the subcataloguer 
could be met during the summer from income from the Patrons. No decision 
was reached, and the matter was referred to the Yale Medical Library Com­
mittee which will have its first meeting on Wednesday, June 18th, at 4 P.M. 

V. Report on catalogui~ , 

1. General catalogue. Dr. Fulton gave an account of the progress 
of cataloguing of books in the Historical Library, and mentioned that the 
staff had been occupied during the past six months almost continuously with 
classification and arrangement of books on the shelves, and that apart from 
the author catalogue it had been impossible to do formal or final catalog­
uing of the collection as a whole. Cards have been received from the Li­
brary of Congress to the number of 12,528, and probably more than 100,000 
will be needed~our present holdings, exclusive of the books likely to be 
transferred from the central University Library. 

t 

~~I~) 
W/~ 

COtmill'?IOIS 

Min~• ot the J'o'I.U"'th ••ting <lf iahe Advie<>l"Y Board 0£ th~ 
Mat.ori4&1 Librai-7. Y-.le -.uioal Library, June 16, 1841. 

ri 
J'o:r Ohiuli, read Charla• A. Ocftin 

leo:-ial 

V, 2, lin• 8 For nseded. tor 

V l. 2 , lin• l for •ooini••, rad 

from the Yale Journal of Eiolog;~ *~nd Medicine as a separate brochure, and 
vmuld likewise appwr" in the series. 
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by the C i-Icfs Fund did not cover the requirements of the Library as a d. A 
whole, no decision could be reached at this meeting. (Part of the Ghilds- , " ... , 
Fund must necessarily go toward the support of the General Medical Library.) 

In view of the shortness of notice and the urgen"=t need of cata­
loguing assistance, Dr. Fulton asked whether the salary of the subcataloguer 
could be met during the summer from income from the Patrons. No decision 
was reached, and the matter was referred to the Yale Medical Library Com­
mittee which will have its first meeting on Wednesday, June 18th, at 4 P.M. 

V. Report on catalogui~ _ 

1. General catalogue. Dr. Fulton gave an account of the progress 
of cataloguing of books in the Historical Library, and mentioned that the 
staff had been occupied during the past six months almost continuously with 
classification and arrangement of books on the shelves, and that apart from 
the author catalogue it had been impossible to do formal or final catalog­
uing of the collection as a whole. Cards have been received from the Li­
brary of Congress to the number of 12,528, and probably more than 100,000 
vdll be needed (§_i)''our present holdings, exclusive of the books likely to be 
transferred from the central University Library. 

2. Short-title* .catalogue. It was also mentioned that the work 
of_ arr,i,p1gemen.t and classification had prevented further work on the short­
title catalogues. After full discussion of the cataloguing situation, it 
was unanimously agreed that the staff be requested to interrupt its work 
of formal cataloguing until the short-title catalogues of the collections 
of Dr. Cushing and Dr. Fulton had been prepared for press. The Committee 
expressed its conviction that the short-title catalogues should be issued 
as soon as possible in order to preserve a record of the individual col­
lections. The Board is fully aware that the staff has hea-vy responsibil­
ities in other directions, especially with regard to the transfer of books 
from the University Library, but it feels that ·the short-title catalogue 
should now have priority. 

VI. Problems of policy 

1. Book purchases. The Chairman raised for discussion the ques­
tion of strengthening individual subjects such as apparatus for the study 
of medical history, primate literature, history of p~ychiatry, physiology, 
etc., and while the policy of extending fields in which we already have 
strehgth was generally approved, no formal action we.s taken. 

2. The problem of policy with 
regard to official publications sponsor y the Historical Library was 
discussed at some length. It was recommended that a series of publica­
tions from the Historical Library, Yale Medical Library, be inaugurated 
and that they be issued in numerical sequence. It was further re~ommended 
that the short-title catalogue of Dr. Cushing's library be issued as Publi­
cation No. 1, the short-title catalogue of Dr. Klebs' library as Publica­
tion No. 2, and the short-title catalogue of Dr. Fulton's collection as 
Publication Ho. 3. 

The Proceedings of the dedication ceremonies v:rould be reprinted 
from the Yale Journal~£.. Biolog~_~nd Medicine as a separate brochure, and 
·would likewise appear in the series. 



- 4 -

Dr. T. C. Ruch's Bib~iographia prim~tologica was brought up for 
discussion and the advantages to the Library of issuing the bibliography 
under Library auspices was discussed at some length, and it was 

RECOMMENDED: That Dr. T. C. Ruch's Bibliographia primatologica 
be sponsored by the Historical Library as Publi­
cation No. 4, with the understanding that the 
Library shall become the owner of all copies and 
that royalties from sales shall accrue to the 
Book Fund of the Historical Library. 

In the discussion of the proposal concerning the publication of 
Dr. Ruch's bibliography, Dr. Fulton raised the question whether income 
from royalties might not appropriately be sot aside for subventing the 
official publications of the Library. After some discussion it was 

RECCMJIENDED: That the a.mount used for subvention of publica­
tions should in general not exceed that derived 
from royalty income. 

It was felt wiser not to set up two funds but to judge each new publica­
tion on the basis of its merit, and whether or not the Library could 
support the publication in question would depend upon the balance avail­
able in the Book Fund as a whole. 

_3~ Holdings of the Historic~~ _and Genera~_Me~ical Library. It 
was briefly reported that the year 1900 had been settled upon as a suit­
able dividing line for the holdings in the tvvo divisions of the Library. 
Certain exceptions were discussed, but the matter was not elaborated. 

4. Curators. The votes passed by the B~rd of Permanent Offi­
cers on June 12th were enthusiastically approved. They were as follows: 

•Note. At Mr. Lohmann's suggestion, the designation of these 
curatorships has been changed as follows: 

Dr. Klebs: Honorary Curator of Incunabula 
Dr. Streeter: Honorary Curator of Museum. Collections, 

Yale Medical Library 

Wl -cnou-c s-c1pena., or vr . .l!;awara v.LarK .::,1;rtHn,e1· l:l.o vurc,. vu, 

of the Collections of Weights e~ Measures and of Early 
Pharmaceutical Implements and the literature and illus­
tration pertaining thereto for a period of three years 
as from July 1, 1941 (Professorial Rank). 

_5. __ Dr. Streeter' ~ifts. Dr. Streeter' s gifts of the early 
pharmacies and early pharmaceutical implements together with his gift 
of a unique collection of v1eights and measures vras formally reported 
to the Advisory Board. The collections hed been throvm open for public 
inspecUon for the first time at the dedication ceremonies during the 
preceding afternoon. Dr. Streeter had been obliged to withdraw from 
the meeting because of the lateness of the hour, and Dr. Fulton was 
instructed by the rest of the Committee to prepare a vote of apprecia­
tion for the gifts. The text of the votes is as follows: 
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Dr. T. C. Ruch's Bib~iographia primatologica was brought up for 
discussion and the advantages to the Library of issuing the bibliography 
under Library auspices was discussed at some length, and it was 

RECOMMEND.ED: That Dr. T. C. Ruch's Bibliographia primatologica 
be sponsored by the Historical Library as Publi­
cation No. 4, with the understanding that the 
Library shall become the owner of all copies and 
that royalties from sales shall accrue to the 
Book Fund of the Historical Library. 

In the discussion of the proposal concerning the publication of 
Dr. Ruch's bibliography, Dr. Fulton raised the question whether income 
from royalties might not appropriately be sot aside for subventing the 
official publications of the Library. After some discussion it was 

RECOATuIENDED: That the amount used for subvention of publica­
tions should in general not exceed that derived 
from royalty income. 

It was felt wiser not to set up two funds but to judge each new publica­
tion on the basis of its merit, and whether or not the Library could 
support the publication in question would depend upon the balance avail­
able in the Book Fund as a whole. 

_3~__!!~~<2_in~of the Eistoric~~_and Ge~~a~_Me~ical Library. It 
was briefly reported that the year 1900 had been settled upon as a suit­
able dividing line for the holdings in the two divisions of the Library. 
Certain exceptions were discussed, but the matter was not elaborated. 

4. Curators. The votes passed by the B~rd of Permanent Offi­
cers on June 12th were enthusiastically approved. They were as follows: 

The Executive Committee of the Advisory Board of 
the Historical Library wishes to recommend the appointJ:rtent 
of Dr. Arnold C. Klebs as Honorary Curator of Incunabula 
Literature in the Historical Library (Professorial 
Rank) for a period of three years, as from July l, 1941. 

The Executive Co:rmn.ittee of the Advisory Board of the 
Historical Library wishes to recommend the appointment, 
without stipend, of Dr. Edward Clark Streeter as Curator 
of the Collections of Weights f.~ Measures and of Early 
Pharmaceutical Implements and the literature and illus­
tration pertaining thereto for a period of three years 
as from July 1, 1941 (Professorial Rank). 

_5 . __ Dr. _Stre~ter' ~ifts. Dr. Streeter' s gifts of the early 
pharmacies and early pharmaceutical implements together with his gift 
of a unique collection of weights and measures was formally reported 
to the Advisory Board. The collections had been throvm open for public 
inspection for the first time at the dedication ceremonies during the 
preceding afternoon. Dr. Streeter had been obliged to withdraw from 
the meeting because of the lateness of the hour, and Dr. Fulton was 
instructed by the rest of the Committee to prepare a vote of apprecia­
tion for the gifts. The text of the votes is as follows: 
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The Advisory Board of the Historical Library wishes to 
express its most appreciative thanks to Dr. Edward Clark 
Streeter for his gift of a unique collection of weights and 
measures dating from the earliest civilizations of which we 
have record to relatively modern times. The Board is like­
wise indebted to Dr. Streeter for another collection of early 
pharmaceutical jars and other implements concerned with the 
dispensing of drugs in early times, and wishes to extend its 
thanks for the gift and for the time and care that he has 
personally devoted to the arrangement of both collections in 
the Historical Library. 

The Advisory Board of the Historical Library wishes to 
record its deep gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Wilr.1arth S. Lewis 
for their continued interest in the welfare of the Historical 
Library, particularly for their recent gift of the specially 
constructed exhibition cases for the Streeter Collection of 
Weights and Measures. 

6. Depar:tment of Med~cal History. Owing to the lateness of the 
hour, no discussion took place. 

7. Librarianship. Various proposals for Librarian of the Yale 
Medical Library were discussed, but it was decided that no recommendation 
could be made until the question of a Department of Medical History had 
been settled, and until further funds had been secured for the support 
of the Library as a whole, or a separate department. 

,YI~:_ The library of the late Dr. Charles Wardell Stiles 

Dr. Fulton reported upon the deposition of the library of the 
late Dr. Stiles, and after some discussion it was the consensus of the 
meeting that every effort should be made to acquire the library perma­
nently since the collection is regarded as unique in the field of animal 
parasites. Dr. Fulton mentioned that the Historical Library could con­
tribute $500 during the present year toward its purchase from the Book 
Fu....-1d. 

VIII. Single book purchases 

Two items were brought up: 1. An XVIIIth century Avicenna MS. 
It was recommended that this be not purchased. 

2. T~~-~ditio P.rinceps of Michael Scot's Physionomia, Venice, 
1477, at ~300 from Mr. Schuman. It was recommended that this book be 
acquired throu~h the exchange of duplicates. 

IX. Personnel 

The activities of the present personnel of the Historical Li­
brary were briefly outlined and the urgent need of the retention of the 
present staff and of the ultimate increase in our cataloguing personnel 
was pointed out. No decision was reached beyond that mentioned above 
under~agraph 4 o~ffnancial rep~ 
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X. Miscellaneous business 

Cables of felicitation were read from M:r. Muirhead of London 
and Dr. Arnold Klebs, and several letters from friends in this country. 
tfter reading the cable from Dr. Klebs of June 14 • 1941, as follows: 
"REGRETTING ABSENCE HAVE GEORGE PLEDGE WHOLE COLLECTION TO MEDICAL 
HISTORICAL WITH OVERFLOW TO WELCH AND N y ACADEMY LIBRARIES nr HAPPY 
CONTINUATION OF OUR COLLABORATION", the Board listened to the following 
statement by George Stewart: 

11 I do hereby pledge Dr. Klebs' whole collection of medical 
and scientific books to the Historical Library of the Yale Med­
ical Library pursuant to the above cable, and ask this Committee 
to take proper steps to inform the President and Fellows of this 
action and upon their acceptance of this pledge to notify Dr. 
Arnold C. Klebs of Les Terrasses, Nyon, Switzerland." 

At the conclusion of this statement, the Committee spoke warmly of the long 
continued collaboration of Dr. Cushing, Dr. Fulton, and Dr. Klebs, and of 
the spirit of friendship and scholarly accord which prompted the three to 
give their books to this Library, and: 

RESOLVED: That the Advisory Board of the Historical Library of 
the Ya.lo Medical Library instruct Dr. Fulton to send 

Dear Dr. Klebs: 

a cable tonight to Dr. Klebs, telling him of the happy 
events of this day; the following note to be sent by 
post. 

'With this letter we are sending you the invitation and the 
program and the Blessing of the Books, to let you know of the happy events which have been occurring here with us. 

You would have been delighted at the appearance of the Library -
its architectural beauty, the sight of books upon the shelves, the know­
ledge that there would forever be a safe place here for all your mm col­
lection, beside the books of the 'two men with whom you collaborated with 
such warm friendship for so many years. 

All the speakers mentioned you most warmly and spoke particularly 
of the spirit of accord, the warm friendship, and the clear vision which 
motivated all three of you as you planned and dreamed of this center of 
learning for the generations that are to come, Perhaps there is now no 
place in the world where there is as fine a collection of books and ap­
paratus for the study of science and medicine, All of us who were here 
today knew and spoke of the vision which you three had which made this 
center possible. 

There were many gracious words directed toward you. The Sterling 
Estate which gave the building, the University authorities, Dr. Streeter, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilmarth Lewis, Mr. Childs who has given a handsome endowment 
fund, and all those who have made valuable gifts in the short time the 
Library has been in existence, were all given a word of thanks. John 
Fulton modestly refused to let us say much about him, but his spirit and 
friendliness did much to make the occasion memorable, as everyone felt it was. 
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You would have been pleased at the warm words spoken of Dr. 
Cushing. The whole tenor and mood of the meeting was, we believe, qual­
itatively of a kind that would have pleased you, and wholly in the spirit 
of the collaboration which was so precious, to him and to John, with your­
self. There was nothing solemn or pompous about the ceremony. It was 
carried out in an atmosphere which showed an appreciation of the signifi­
cance of tho event and with the dignity worthy of such an occasion. 

The telegram which you sent ta John and which he read to us was 
warmly appreciated. George Stewart then formally made the pledge pursuant 
to the telegram, and asked that this be carried to the President and the 
Fellows of the University, which would accept and hold your books for the 
use of the Historical Library. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Francis G. Blake 
[signed] S. Bayne-Jones 

George H. Smith 

The Committee adjourned at 11.40 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 
Chairman, Advisory Board 
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HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING TIIE COLLECTION OF 

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

Dear Bill: 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

I 
SSS CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

2 June 1941. 

Many thanks for yours of the 28th. I saw Miss Naylor 
at Ann Arbor, and she will of course receive an invitation. She 
is quite a gal, and referred to you with every emotion. 

Now that your speeches are over, I hope you will enjoy 
the month of June. We are keenly looking forward to having you 
with us, and I hope that you will feel like attending the Beau­
mont Club meeting up in the Connecticut Hills on Saturday af­
ternoon. John Homans and Castiglioni are coming; so ;with you, 
there will be a nice eternal triangle. 

We also had a very lively meeting of the H.C.Society 
in Rochester, NewYork, on Thursday and Friday. I skipped off 
after the annual banquet on Friday night to join all your old 
gals of the Library Association in Ann Arbor Saturday morning. 
I arrived back safely from Detroit Saturday evening. 

With best wishes, 

Dr. W. W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, F.Q., Canada. 

Yours ever, 



' 

Dr. S. Bayne-Jones., 
SOMA, Farnam Memorial Building. 

Dear 13.J.: 

l have been trying to diloover the beet time to 

hold a Jneet1ng of our Advisory Bot.rd around the 15th of June., 

and have reaohed the conel usion thQ t Sunday morning., the 15th, 

ia when moat or the nu•nbera are likely t.o be free. Thi• will 

mean., or couree, that Geori;e Stewart will not be able to be 

preeent, but I thought we mieht have a brie.f aeeaion after 

the dedication, to let him know what had happened in the morn• 

ing and a.110 to finish up anything we might not have done in 

the earlier session. 1 tear it • leave the meeting until 

after the dedication it will be too hectio., and there are 

two or three members who will definitely not be able to oome 

then. 

Would it be convenient, therefore, for you to attend 

a meeting on Sunday morni~, Jwie 16th, at ten o'clock? 

Vflry ■inc•rely yours, 

J.P. Fulton, 14.D. 

~ 
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HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

Dear Bill: 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

SSS CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

26 May 1941. 

Your letter mentioning the landmine that fell in The 
Limes Avenue put us into a tail-spin because when we began to 
check up oh Arnold's letters we discovered that we had not had 
anything later than April 24th. But this morning an air mail 
letter dated Mey 14th arrived at Mill Rock saying that he had 
given a full description of the havoc in a surface letter writ­
ten to me . The latter I have not yet received. It seems that 
they were neither of them injured, but their house was pretty 
badly shaken up; but I gather that none of his books were 
destroyed. They lost all their windows for the second time, 
and most of their plaster ce:rne do-m. on their heads . 

We are all to-day still mourning the loss of the 
Hood. It brings the whole thing very close. 

I have your ne ssage via Mrs. Peters . We are sorry 
that Hilda cannot be with us, but I feared the difficulties 
of getting out of Canada just now would be insuperable. 

Dr. W.W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.~., Canada. 

Yours ever, 



Mr. George J. Coloviras, Jr., 
Johns Hopkins 'ledica 1 School, 

Bnl tili1ore, Maryland. 

Dear Colovire.s: 

26 May 1941. 

Me.ny thanks for your letter. I am 

delighted to learn that you are going to be at McGill 

near the Osler Library. I em sure you will give and 

receive much durinl'P' your year there. 

I hope that you will be able to stop off 

en route to see the new Library. If I am not in 

New liaven, be gure to ask for :Miss Stanton. 

Very sincerely yours, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 

Bill: 

Keen an eye on this boy. He is a 
great enthusiast and I think you will ep­
joy having him nee.r at hand. He has been 
very helpful in digging up things about 
H.C. from the Hopkins records. 

yr J.F.F. 

,-!J. ~ J. ii. ,._,,. L ~ 
~~je. V./J· yz._.~ 

t;C. t,;;;: ~ -­

~~~ I 



YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

333 CEDAR STREET· NEW HAVEN· CONNECTICUT 

Historical Library 14 May 1941 . 

Dear Bill: 

We are delighted to know that you 

will be arriving Saturday morning, June 14th. 

The invitation was of course a preliminary, 

unofficial document and you will presently 

receive one addressed to tDr . and Mrs.1 in a 

suitably inscribed envelope. We hope Hilda 

may be able to get away• but I know how dif­

ficult it is in these troubled times. Henry 

Cushing and Mardee will be staying with us, 

and we have just heard also that Aunt Sue is 

coming. so it wi l l be a gay houseful . 

With best wishes, 

Dr . W. W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P. ~ • • Canada. 

Yours ever, 



YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
AFFILIATED WITH THE NEW HAVEN HOSPITAL ON THE 

ANTHONY N. BRADY MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 
333 CEDAR STREET· NEW HAVEN · CONNECTICUT 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Dr. W.W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Doctor Francis: 

May 14, 1941 

I am delighted to learn that you will be here for the opening 
of the Library on June 15. I am taking great pleasure in replying 
to your letter, since it has the distinction of being the first to 
come. I am still bearing up under John's enthusiasms, which now 
and then need a little control. However, the budget still seems 
to be solvent, and I get my usual amount of sleep. 

fgb:dd 

Sincerely yours, 

~½ !zfl(,,_0_ 
Francis G. Blake 

Acting Dean 

./ 
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HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

Dear Bill: 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

SSS CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

7 May 1941. 

It is always pleasant to hear from you even though 
your trachea has had income-tax complications. I have always 
thought that there was an intimate relation between the ex­
chequer and the vagus. 

I have written to your friend Griffith and enclose a 
carbon. Why ever did the o.u.P. refer him to A.M.? The request 
should more properly, it seems to me, have gone to you direct. 

I enclose for your delectation a copy of the invitation 
to the dedication. It came off the Press this morning. It b a 
little large, but I hope you may like it nevertheless. 

George Stewart says that he can come on Saturday for 
a meeting of the Advisory Board, so could you plan to come 
down a day early? 

With all good wishes, 

Dr. W.W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada. 

Yours ever, 

~ 
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HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

Dr. Vi. W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 

McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada. 

Dear Bill: 

SSS CEDAR STREET ~ 
NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT ~ r 

22 March 1941. <"\°\ 

We had a combined meeting yesterday of the staff 
members of the General and Historical Libraries, ten fine 
gals, with George Smith and J.F.F. like cherub and seraph 
sitting at the head of the table. 

The point about the L.C. system of call nUI11bers is 
that in the Historical Library at least a third of its titles 
fall outside the sphere of medicine, and the Yale system for 
general science is antiquated, inadequate, without syllabus, 
and for the pi. st ten years every time Miss Wildes has acquired 
a book on chemistry she has had to spend half a day consul ting 
with the cataloguers of the University Library before deciding 
upon a call number. The L.C. system, on the other hand, has 
a very adequate subdivision of general science with a good syl­
labus that will prevent our wasting time attempting to coordi­
nate with the Yale Library. I have no doubt that the Yale 
Library will sometime in the near future be obliged to revise 
its general science classification, and they would certainly 
be well advised when they do this to become modernized and 
take up the L.C. system. 

There are many other reasons that I will send you 
sometime latei~in a memorandum I am forwarding to Mr. Knollen­
berg. If we lie supine now and continue with all the incon­
veniences and inadequacies of the Yale system, our classification 
will be second-rate and our capacity to articulate with other 
libre.ries seriously hampered. Perhaps by taking this step, we 
may indirectly benefit the mother library. 

With best vrishes, 

Yours ever, 

+ ~ . ' 
J. F. Fulton, M.D. 
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MINUTES OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OF THE ADVISORY BOARD OF THE HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
Yale University School of Medicine 

March 12, 1941 

A meeting of the Executive Committee was called in Dr. Blake's office 

on March 12th at 2 P.M. to consider the opening ceremony of the Yale Medical 

Library and certain cataloguing problems which have arisen in connection with 

the Historical and General Libraries. There were present Drs. Bayne-Jones, 

Blake, Fulton and G. H. Smith. The Committee sat as representing both divi­

sions of the Library. 

I. THE OPENING CEREMONY 

After full discussion of the opening ceremony, the following recom­

mendations were made: 

(1) Date: To hold the opening ceremony on Sunday, June 15th, at 

4 P.M. [rather than on Saturday, the 14th, since the Harvard-Yale boat 

races have been moved ahead to this date]. 

(2) £Tog~: A tentative program was settled upon as follows: 

Introduction 
1/'iilmarth S. Lewis, Chairman, Committee on Yale Libraries and Museums, 

Presentation 
Charles Seymour, President of Yale University. 

Presentation from the Class of 1891 
Frederic Collin Walcott, member of tho Class. 

Acceptance for the School of Medicine 
·· --·- Francis G. Blake, Dean of the Yale University School of Hedicino. 

Address 
John Homans, Surgeon, 

Benediction 
Rev0rend George Stewart, Minister of the First Presbyterian 

Church, Stamford, Connecticut. 

Dr. Fulton was authorized to approach Dr. Homans for the principal addr0ss 

and to consult with Mr. Lewis in regard to presiding over the meeting. 

The question of whether Senator Walcott or Mr. Starling Childs would be 

invited to represent the Class of '91 was left open pending further dis­

cussion with Mr. Lewis and the President. 

It was also voted to have included on the platform Drs. Blumer, 

Winternitz and Bayne-Jones as former Deans, Mr. Knollenberg as the Uni­

versity Librarian, and J\IIJ'. Atterbury as architect of the building. The 

Comrnittee earnestly hopes that Dr. Arnold Klebs may also be present to 

take part in the ceremony. 

(3) The form of invitation recoI!lI'lended was as follows: 
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The Dean and Board of Permanent Officers 
of the 

Yale University School of Medicine 
request the honor of your presence 

at the opening ceremony of the 
YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

on Sunday June 15 1941 
at four o'clock in the afternoon 

Mr. Rollins, Printer to the University, will be invited to prepare the 

invitations suitably along with the program. They will be sent out 

sometime late in April or early May. 

( 4) Invited g~ests: It was suggested that individual invitations 

be sent to all Yale medical alumni [to be posted from Dr. Robbins' of­

fice when the programs for the Alumni meeting are sent out], to the 

graduating class and to representatives of the undergraduate classes 

of the School of Medicine, to the Faculty of the School of Medicine, 

to the Yale College Cla ss of 1891, to various medical librarians, 

friends of the Library, and the fri.mily of Dr. Harvey Cushing. 

(5) Ple.ce of ceremony: Unless attendance is unduly large, the 

meeting wili .. be held -rn-the main room of the Historical Library. Tea 

will be served in the Beaumont Room. 

II. CATALOGUING PROBLEJ\:1S 

Dr. Fulton outlined the cataloguing problems which have arisen and 

presented a memorandtnn dea ling with this and various other administrative 

questions. The rrtemo. ran as follows, with certain modifications introduced 

as the result of discussion at the meeting: 

A number of problems he.ve arisen in connection with the ce.ta­

loguing of books in the two di visions of the Yale Medical Library which 

r equire early action by the committees responsible for the administration 

of the General and Historical Library respectively. Decisions must be 

reached as soon as possible since they will affect plans, not only for 

the placement and cataloguing of the books, but also for the transfer 

of the large amount of material which Mr. Knollenberg has placed at our 

disposal from the University Library. Dr. George H. Smith and Dr, Fulton 

would especially appreciate an expression of opinion concerning the fol­

lowing: 

I. Essential unity of the Library. Though the Library is made 

up of two functional divisions, it is essential that th€re be close inte­

gration between the two divisions to pr event overlapping and duplication, 

and to promote close cooperation and effective utilization of our facil-

i ti(-,s. To emphasize this unity, it would seem desirable to have a sing l o 

op0ning ceremony rather than a gonoral ceremony followed by a special 

ceremony for t}rn Historical Library. 

II. Classification and call numb ers. The University Library 

has used a sli r;htly modified Libri:1.ry of Congress system of classification 

for its medical and scientific literature, but most unfortunately, althougt 

employing this system, it has adopted an arbitrary assignment of call num­

bers which differs from that used by the Library of Congress. Thus Medj cine 
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in the Library of Congress system comes under the general letter B,, while 
at the Yale Library it has similar subdivisions but the general call num­
ber is T. As a medical library we shall be obliged to articulate with 
the Library of Congress and with other libraries which use L.C. call num­
bers; if we follow the Yale system, we shall be able readily to articulate 
only with the University Library from which we shall have removed all 
purely medical holdings. The General Library in the past has followed 
the University Library in its special call numbers. Our advisers in the 
University 1ibrary feel, in the light of past experience, that this has 
been unwise, and it is therefore essential to decide whether our General 
Library ard th0 HLstorical Library will adhere to Library of Congress 
call numbers or f0J.low the Yale system. The problem is serious since 
the holdirgs in the Gcne:·al Library are now classified in accordance' 
with the Yalt, :sy s·t;vm, as is all the material coming here from the Uni­
versity ·,Ji'.rar;r,. 'Jh:, h0ldings in the Historical 1 ibrary are being clas­
sifiec1. a 0 co-di".lg, +;o ::.,.c,, but they can be changed to Yale without serious 
diffLrnl -'-:-y. 

Srv.11 we therefore follow L.C . now or fol low the Yale system? 
It wo1.iJ d Lo uut of the qu6stior: for the General Lib.~ary to use ons system 
and t.hc i::r:;_ ,,+;u '.~i.ca l. Li1Jrary ano·cher. '.i.f ,mi ty is co br achieved in the ad­
mi~i s~1 atic~ of tbd ~ib~ary as a whoic. 

IiJ. :.t'sd o ~~ caJ li tm atnre. It is r•.,commendcd that tho His-
·----¥-- - ---- ----------- -t0rica~ ctr.d C'e11C:ral i,1braries eombin::; t'10ir s r.;rials in-to a single alpha-

b8t -which wi} 1 :i.nc 1 u,:1;, all medical s,Jrials to be transferred from the 
central J.ibrLr;', V:it:, rl.upLca·ce journal files for which there is great 
demanc., ~-t :'..t> .sugrus-f;eci. thlt the seccnd file be arranged as a 'second 
copy' in tho sc.me al_.:,ha1Jeti.cal sequence wi tt the first one. This would 
apply to seconds or' the J . .A.._M.A., J. Physiol, etc. 

IV. _Te:i~:t~ooks, mono~:_~phs. and P~.:.phlets. The dividing line 
between the holdings of the Historical and General Libraries, insofar 
as general medical literature is concerned, has required careful thought, 
and our tentative recommendations e.re as follows: That the Historical 
Library a~~ume responsibility for 

(a) All books and pamphlets relating to historical matt€rs in 
the sphere of medicine and general science; 

(b) All medical and scientific biographies. 

(c) Bibliographies, biographical dictionaries, and other lit­
erary tools essential for historical research. It is understood 
that certain bibliographical works and dictionaries will be needed 
for cataloguing purposes in the General Library, but the general 
repository for such collections will be in the Historical Library. 

( d) McdH'3.1. texts. All generr.l texts, special monographs and 
pamphbts :rrll·t•-)c prior to 1900 shall 1: e assigned to the Historical 
Library, wl.or(as such works printed thereafter shall be catalogued 
and cared for b~ the General Library. This allocation may prove 
satisfactory 1- s e first approximation, but there will inevitably 
be exceptions. 'lhe most important exceptions so far anticipated 
are as · follows: 

(i) Old editions of textbooks and systems of medicine whivt1 • 
are still current, which will remain with the General Library. 
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(ii) Special subject collections which because of their 

completeness should remain together as a separately classified 

unit. The special collections already available to the Library 

will be discussed in an appendix. 

(iii) Government documents, health reports, annual report5, 

etc., which although not ordinarily included.with periodicals, 
would fall under the more general heading of serials and would 

be ca~alogu~d by the General Library, 

V. Catalogues. A general catalogue of all holdings will be 

available in t;rn ,]eneral Library. The Historical Library catalogue will 

include orly tn9 H~storical Library's holdings, but in this sphere there 

will bn s1.:b.j..:,ct; a:c1-J othe" secondary entries not available in the general 

catalo1;ue. l-.ut:10r cards of aE holdings in the Yale Medical Library will 

be de7'lS'T,d L1 t·rie University Library. 

·vr, Jin.E~.:u,c:-~_pts. All }!1SS. clnd autogr·aphed letters, whether an­

cient c,r T'."Od 0 rn. w; 11 be cared for by the Historicr:l Library, except for 

theses and otter m~teria~s bea:ing upon the history of ~he School, which 

will f:h.; AJ~JT•i.1:is~·erJd l)y the Ge11.er2-1. ~jbrary. 

VII. Vrints r:nd medals. Al~ medical and scientific prints, 

IT'E-lE L3 . '.:1.e:c·)ra t:::.Gnc; c'.,..,C: nther c·omrncm01 ati ve objectr shall come under 

the CE\:"b nf ~h0 Ei:-to~ical J,:i.cv•ar;,r, 

\:' I::J. S·i.·g i ae l in3tr~meuts. Early surgical instruments, medical 

and sci eniJi±'1c ctp·J .tr'?, ci.. s, :.rn.[crmnceutical jars or preparations, weights 

and measures, will alsr be cared for by the Histo:--ignl Library. 

IX. Photog_rf:_pnc facilities. No provision has as yet been made 

for operating the rectigraph and other photographic facilities. It is be­

lieved that with the guidance of Mr. Ludwig of the University Library, the 

administrative responsibility me.y be assigned to some responsible indi­

vidual connected with the staff of the Historical Library. As yet there 

has been no budgetary allocation for technical assistan•e in the operation 

of the photographic equipment. 

X. Periodical Room. This shall be the respon~ibility of the 

General Library, and all current periodicals including those on the his­

tory of medicine and science will be avaiiable in this room~ Second 

copies of bound files of journals such ns thE; Anm-.ls of Medical History, 

Isis, etc. will be available in the Historical Library for immedie.te ref-

·erence, but the principal copy will be, as indicated in Pare.graph III 

above, in the general periodical file. 

XI. Modern books. The General Library 8.SsUI'les reioiponsibili ty 

for procurement e,nd • cr:.taloguing of all modern medice.l literature from 

1900 on, with the exceptions indicated in Paragraph IV above and in the 

e.ppendix. 

XIJ., Stulent _ s,:-p}:ng rooms. The General Medical Library will 

assume e,drnin:i.ctrat.ive responsibility of the students' typing rooms. 

The proposed ndministrative allocations were accepted subject to 

subsequent modification in the light of response from members of the Advisory 

Board of the Historical Library r.nd the Committee of the General Librnry. 



It was formally 

Recommended: To adopt the Library of Congress classification 

as well as the call nunbers for the Yale Medical 
Librnry, 

This will mean chan::;:inrs th": p:·es'1nt Yale syste:rr, of calJ -•number designation in 

the General Library to ·eh~ I.ibr~cry o:.!:' Coi-1gress system. Before formal action 

is taker1 on this rec(mmendatlon, it js to be referred to Mr. Knollenberg for 

his consideratio~. 

T:te rro; 03, :i. "Ot1.rernin'.:; curators fo1· special collections discussed 

in the a:rpen::li:,· <,,:. ta:-'b:;' n,ce-:ri th was c;iven careful co:nsideration and approved 

in prinr.ipl,., ':..tJt j,,r ,a ·_._-~s ·,:t•~e Jeft f·):· Lll'ther study Bt the next meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

,I" ::,'. Fulton, l<.'.fi . 

... 



APPENDIX 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND THE APPOIN'IMENT OF CURATORS 

In any sphere of collecting, strength is achieved through g1v1ng 
responsibility for a particular subject to an interested individual. V.1e have 
in the Yale Medical Library and in the School a number of individuals and 
friends interested in particular topics. Thus Dr. George M. Smith is deeply 
interested and has extensively collected ichthyology and certain phases of the 

history of biology. These collections he proposes sometime soon to present to 

the Library. Dr. Clements C. Fry similarly has brought together a large col_; 

lection on the history of psychiatry, many items of which he has already pre­
sented to the Library. Dr. Streeter, who has already presented invaluable 
special collections of books, early pharmacies, and a unique collection of 
weights and measures, will no doubt be willing to help us strengthen these 
collections. It would seem wise, therefore, to appoint curators of special 
collections without any hard-and-fast dividing line of date, making them 
responsible for the entire literature or museum collection in a given field. 

Subjects and individuals which might receive assignment in this manner from 
the Yale Medical Library would appear to be the following: 

(1) History of P_sychiatr.1:: Dr. Clements C. Fry. It is suggested 
that Dr. Fry be given a formal appointment as "Curator" of psychiatric history. 

(2) General BioloQT: That Dr. George M. Smith be made Curator of 
r-:)ol,~s ,.,n genera;_ o; o.L,)f;Y with special referen~e to i..vrtiiyology. 

(3) Pri:nate _1 1iologz: That Dr. T. C. Ruch, 1,,,h0 is just publishing 
a classified bibliograrhy of primate literature, be made responsible for the 
primate collections anci that he be given authority within the limits of funds 
available to stren0then our holdings. The nucleus of the collection has e. 1-

ready been broui:;ht top;ether in the Laboratory of Physiology and will be trans­
ferred to the Library at an early date. 

(4) Military Medicine: The Historical Library has an extensive 
nucleus of early works on :military medicine drawn largely from Dr. Cushing's 
holdings. Dr. Fulton has recently presented a collection of books dealing 
with military medicine of the present war. It is suggested that some in­

terested person be made responsible for integrating and strengthening these 
collections as a part of the present war effort. Would Dr, Harvey or Dr. 
Paul be willing to assume this responsibility? 

(5) Neural~: Through recent gifts of Mrs. Dusser de Barenne, Dr. 
Cushing, and Dr. Fulton, the Library has acquired a thoroughly well-rounded 
and important collection of general neurological literature. This collection 
when combined will be one of the strongest available in this country; but it 
can be still further strengthened. Y1ould Dr. Burr be willing to assume res­

ponsibility for this collection? 

(6) -~-atom~: Dr. Arturo Castiglioni, Research Associate in the His­
torical Library, is a distinguished authority upon the history of anatomy and 
should be made responsible for this field. 

(7) Physiology: Dr. Fulton has attempted during the past fifteen 
years to bring together a representative library on the history of physiology. 



Appendix - 2 

He intends to continue strengthening the collection, and would be glad to 

assume responsibility for this general field. 

(8) Beaumont Materials: Would Dr. Thoms become Curator of the 

Beaumont Collection?------

( 9) Yale Medical Collections: Dr. George H. Smith has cons en tee. 

to be Curator o'f'"the collections ·-bearing on the history of the Yale School 

of Medi cine. 

(10) Atypical Growth: There are many other special fields repre­

sented in the Library, such as at::tpical growth which has been greatly strength­

ened through the efforts of Dr. Bayne-Jones who has consented to act as Curator. 

(11) Herbals and Pharmaceutical Collection: Dr. Edward C. Streeter 

(see first paragraph of Appendix). --------

Modern psychiatry has been much strengthenEA throuch the activities 

of Drs. Kahn, Miles and Gess ell and other members of the Institute staff. In 

surgery we are strong in certain spheres but vreak in others, and there is room 

for systematic expansion in the surgical specialties. V:ould Drs. Harvey, 

Oughterson or German care to make assignments of special fields? 

In general medicine, the Library needs more systematic buying, par­

ticularly in the special fields where purchases continue to be rather haphazard, 

depending upon the chance interest of a faculty member. There has not been 

systematic study of the reviews in all fields with a view to making represen­

tative purchases of sound books, whether they are requested specifically or no, 

In this latter procedure we have the benefit of the experience of large libra~ 

ries such as the Columbia University Library, the New York Academy of Medicine, 

and the Boston Medical Library which search the review literature systematically 

and make purchases on the basis of the general tenor of the reviews. 

Catalo~~¾__of s;eec~al collec_!_~ons. The problem of cataloguing and 

supervision of the special collections will in each case have to be decided 

on its merits. Thus, the George M. Smith Collection would presumably come to 

the Historical Library since most of his holdings are old, whereas war medicine 

should more properly be under the jurisdiction of the General Library. Neurology 

occupies an intermediary position, and the old books could be catalogued by the 

Historical Library and the more modern volumes by the General, but the collec­

tion as a whole should remain united, irrespective of date. 

Respectfully sub•itted, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 



USE OF LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CLASSIFICATION 
FOR YJU.p; KEDI CAL LIBRARY 

ADVANTAGES OF USING LIB.RARY OF CONGRESS CI...ASSIFICATION 

I . Use for subjects outside of Science and Medicine 
A. Yale notation would have to be copied for each such class 

II. Yale classification for Pure and Natural Sciences not adaptable 
for Medi'al Library col lections~ e . g . St 

A. Gene.:·al Medical Library is also having an increasing nu.>ri'ber 
of subjects which do not tall into the medi.Gal classifica­
tion. 

III . Call numbers for most :monographs coming to Historical Library 
will :h..ave to be changed to larger or group classification. 

A. Labels have to be changed in any event . • 
B. Cutt.er mJirrbers Instead oi' Biscoe numbers have to be used in 

the Historical Library. 
c. Nervous and Mental Diseases classification has to be 

che.nged. 

IV. In the General :Medical Library, classification on Library of 
Cong:ress cards could be used without ada ,tation in many 
instances . 

DISADV.?JI'l'AGl~S OF USING LIBR.,RY Oli' CONGRESS CLK,SIFICATION 

I. Outlined in Miss Mon:rad's memorandum 

II . Amount of' work involved. 

III . In the University Library, the lett8~S which we should use 
1'or our classes, would indieate a different subject ; 



HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

February 21, 1941 

SSS CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

My dear Doctor Francis: 

I was very glad to learn from a letter of Mrs. 
Kunstiler that you have seen my book and that you like it. 
I will be very happy if you will find the time to give your 
judgment about it in the Canadian Medical Journal and I hope 
you will be kind enough to send me a copy of the issue or at 
least a clipping of your review. 

I am working now at the Historical Library which 
is really splendid and I hope to have the opportunity to see 
you sometime here. I believe you would enjoy very much seeing 
the precious collection of old and rare books. At the present 
conditions it is unfortunately very difficult for me and almost 
impossible to come to Montreal but I hope that things will 
change and some time I will be able to pay a visit to you and 
to your town. I am with .many thanks and best regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Arturo Castiglioni 



HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

Dear Bill: 

.'333 CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

18 February 1941. 

Many thanks for your letter and for enclosing from 
Blackwell's catalogue the leaf drawing my attention to Willie..~ 
Hcoke's "New Englands Teares. for Old Englands Feares"; -quite 
topical, as you say. That reminds me that while in England 
I found a book published in 1681 entitled 'Dreadful fighting 
in the AYR 1 • 

I am glad t~e Osler Society dinner went off well, 
and I was much flattered that they should have considered 
me for their annual ore.tor. I would love to have come, but 
life is just a little too complicated at the moment. 

The Library is getting on nicely except we haven't 
any money to furnish it. 

With best wishes, 

Dr. W. W. Francis, 
The 0s ler Libr er y, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada. 

Yours ever, 
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/ MINUTES OF THE S¥COIJD I\'iEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITtEE 
OF THE .ADVISORY BOARD OF THE HISTORICAL LIBRARY 

Yale University School of Medicine 
January 9, 1941 

The meeting of the Executive Committee was held in the toibra:i-y 
of the Laboratory of Physiology on Thursday, January 9, 1941. The:re were 
present t)rs. Bayne-Jones, Blake, George E. Smith and J. F. Fulton. The 
meeting was called to deal with certain pressing matters that required 
action prior to the meeting of the Yale Corporation on January 10th and 
11th. Agenda had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

A brief report was given concerning the progress in the cata­
loguing of Dr. Cushing' s books and of the delay occasioned by the unfor­
tunate death of Mr. Schaltenbrand, It was mentioned that a number of 
special problems have arisen, as follows: 

_System of classification. Since there had been no attempt to 
classify Dr. Cushing' s books prior to their removal two weeks ago to the 
new promises, the problem of what system of classification to employ has 
immediately arisen. Miss Brinton has surveyed the vari.ous systems of 
classi.ficati.on. Dm,vey, boin0 dofini tely inappropriate for a medical li­
brary, was immodiatoly excluded. The Boston l'Iodical Library system which 
has now been officially adopted by the Ivledic8.l Library Association and by 
some six hundred medical libraries in the world at large was given careful 
consideration since it is regarded as the most suitable available system 
for a purely medical collection. 

After full discussion of the Boston Medical system as contrasted 
with that of the Library of Congress, the Executive Committee voted to 
support Miss Brinton' s recommendation of the L. C. system for the following 
reasons: 

(i) All medical holdings in the Yale University Library are 
classified in accordance with L.C., and we wish in the future to 
have the Medical Library articulate closely with the University 
Library. 

(ii) The General Medical Library has similarly followed the 
L.C. system and a change in the Historical Library would mean 
change in the General Library as well. 

(iii) Financial expediency and our general shorthandedness 
as far as cataloguers are concerned would, for the time being, pre­
clude change in the classification in the General Library. 

(iv) The Historical Library is not restricted to medicine but 
embre.cos nearly all of the sciences, and L.C, is far better; suited 
for astronomy, physics, chemistry, geology, etc., than the Boston 
Medical system. Drs. Bayne-Jones and Blake pointed out that bac­
teriology as a preclinical science is much more systematically 
worked out in L,C. than in the Boston Medical system. 

_Shelf-marking. The practicc of the Rare-Book Room of the Uni­
vorsi ty 15.brary is to be followed with the insertion of tho collation slip 
in the roar end of the book, The modern books will be labelled on the spine. 
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Inlaid mat 3r·j 1.:i.. It was voted t o n,,~a in cutt:ngs and typed '.ln­

notations in the volurrces for which they vre:re intended, with the suggestion 
t hat to prevent loss they be inse~ted in a &ui t able attached pocket. Aut o­
r raphed letters, loose inse~ted portraits, etc. would be rewoved for 3oec1al 
collections, but indication will be given in each case of the book fro~ 
vrh:i.ch the particular i ter~. had been taken. 

Arr a~ 9'11(-:lct of_ Reading-Room. The r;en er 2 l pl::m of chronologL:al 
ar:--r,ngement wi t:h :ceforenc e books in the middle .section wac df, t;Crib "°! G. anc 
anproved. 

Eatalcg1~~S· It was pointed out that with our present staff tha 
cataloguing of the C)llections of Dr. Cushing and J. F .F . could not be com­
pleted in less than t ~o years, but that the preliminary classification 
might be finished jn time to permit opening of the historical wing by the 
end of May. Miss Brinton's plan for classifying and cataloguing was cir­
culated to the Committee on a separate sheet. 

Short-Title Li st. The question of v:hether Dr. Cushing' s and 
J.F.F. 's short-titl e lists shculd be combined in one alphabet and published 
in one volume vms rais ed" It was voted to publish the lists in separate 
volumes so as to preserve a :;:- Jcord of the individual ccllections. 

II . Financial Position 

A Full review was given of the precarious financial position of 
the Historical Library and of the correspondence which had recently taken 
place between Dr. Fulton and the Dean, and with the Provost of the Univer­
sity. The inappropriateness of using the Harvey Cushing Fund wholly for 
runninE expenses was stressed by Dr. Fulton, and the special problem cre­
ated by income from the sale of duplicates was also mentioned. After full 
discussion of all the many angles of the situation, a compromise was unani­
mously approved which would subdivide the Harvey Cushing Fund into two 
parts: one for maintenance, and the other for book purchase and publication. 
The detnils of this agr~ement are outlined in a letter from the Chairman 
to Dean Blake which ran as follows: 

9 January 1941. 

Dear Dr. Blake: 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the His­
torical Library's Advisory Boe.rd held this morning, it was voted, in 
view of the financial emergency facing the Historical Library, to di­
vide the Harvey Cushing Fund into two parts, the first for operations, 
the second for book purchase and publication. 

0E_~rations Fun_~. For the time being, all income derived frow. 
the capital sum set aside for the Historical Library in Dr. Cushing's 
will shall be made available to meet salaries and running expenses of 
the Historical Library until such time as sufficient endowment is se­
cured to meet these charges in whole or in part. After careful scru­
tiny of the financial liabilities of the Historical Library for the 
current academic year [July 1, 1940 - June 30, 1941], it was found 
that without aid from outside sources the Library will be able to 
repay at the end of this academic year at least $2000 of the f4000-
advance made by the University in July 1940. Since endowment funds 
are likely to become available before June 1941, it is likely that 
the entire sum can be repaid at thnt time. 
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Book Fu'1.ct. It was voted that a hook fund be set up (,;,,) for 
the purpose of strengthening the holc1.inc& of the Historicri.l T_,:i.b::-ary, 
and (b) for assisting in the publ::.cation oc, scholarly worl<:s pubUs~wd 
under the auspices of the Historical Library. The source;, of incomA 
for this division of the Harvey Cushing Fund will be as follows: 

(1) Sale of duplicates from the present holdings of the 
Historical Library. Under the terms of Dr. Cushing's will, I 
have full discretionary power in this matter, as far as his 
books are concerned; and this would apply also to my own books 
so long as I remain chairman of the Advisory Board. (The terms 
of Dr. Cushing's will actually empower me to sell any book from 
his collection for the benefit of the Library>) 

(2) Income from royalti0s of any book published under the 
authority of the Historical Library. This would apply specif­
ically to the new edition of Cushing's Osler just issued by the 
Oxford Press with a new preface signed by two members of the 
Advisory Board; to future royalties of the posthumous volume 
of Dr. Cushing' s essays entitled The Medical Career published 
some months ago by Messrs. Little, Brown & Co.; and to my forth­
coming Biography of Dr. Cushing; also to any other works issued 
from the Historical Library in the future. 

(3) Gifts obtained specifically for the Book Fund. 

(4) Any excess from the income derived from Dr. Cushing's 
trust fund over and above that essential for running expenses 
shall become available for the Book Fund. 

I should appreciate it if you could transmit these recommen­
dations to the Provost for consideration at the Corporation meeting 
January 10th and 11th. 

It was voted further, in view of the acute need for assist­
ance, to make available from the Operations Fund a sum of $600 for a 
temporary cataloguing a~sistant. The request for another sub-cata­
loguer and for a technical assistant for moving and repair of books 
was tabled until further funds become available. With the additional 
help of a cataloguing assistant, it is hoped that the books from Dr. 
Cushing's and my collections can be sufficiently well classified and 
shelf-marked to permit of a general opening ceremony by the end of 
May or early June of this year. 

I enclose an extra copy of this letter for your files. 

Iv' 

Very sincerely yours, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 
Chairman, Advisory Board 

Yale Library Patr<:Sns. Dr. Bayne-Jones made a brief report on the 
activities of the group concerned with the Yale Medical Library endowment 
appeal, He mentioned that several important possibilities were being ex­
plored and he also submitted to the Corran.ittee a list of possible patrons 
drawn up December 3, 1940. Individual possibilities were discussed. 

, 



- 4 -

9..P.ening date. It was recorrnnended that the opening date of the 
Library be set for the end of May or early June, the actual date to rest 
with the office of the University Secretary. 

Additional assistance. It was pointed out that several addi­
tional assistants were badly nee.dad to help with cataloguing. After some 
discussion it was voted to make $600 available from the Operations Fund 
to employ a cataloguing assistant between now and June. 

_Bibliotheca ~~imatologica. The Chairman· recommended that Dr. 
Ruch's forthcoming bibliography of primate literature be issued officially 
under the auspices of the Historical Library as its first or, if the H.C. 
Short-Title List be regard6d as the first, as its second publication. If 
the Book Fund were able to assist in the publication even if only through 
a token contribution, it was the Chairman's belief that the bibliography 
should b6 so supported. Action was deferred pending further perusal of 
the bibliography. 

III. Inter-relation of Historical and Genernl Libraries 

After discussion of problems common to the two divisions of ~he 
Library, it was agreed that Dr. Smith and Dr. Fulton should discuss common 
problems as they arose and that they should not be made the subject of for­
mal action unless some special issue were involved. Dr. Smith pointed out 
that during open hours of the General Library the stacks would not be locked 
and would be accessible to any qualified person who wished to enter them 
through the reading room of the General Library. 

Keys. It was recommended that Miss Wildes, Miss Brinton, Miss 
Stanton, andDrs. Smith and Fulton have master keys permitting entry to 
both divisions of the Library and to all the stacks. Dr. Bayne-Jones 
intimated that he did not wish such a master; the Deun would carry one 
ex officio. 

!2_.u;elicate~. '.l.'he question of duplicates of the two divisions of 
the Library was briefly discussed, with particular reference to duplicates 
in the sphere of medical history. It was agreed that Dr. Streeter's gift 
of books 'iwo years ago would revert to the Historical Library save for 
modern titles not of an historical nature. The disposj_tion of other dupli­
cates would be determined as individual problems. 

Microfilm readers and £!:?tO~_.P.hic facilities were not discussed 
in detail, but any problems arising will be settled jointly by Drs. Smith 
and Fulton. 

DI. Librarian 

The need for a librarian for the Historical Library or a general 
librarian of the whole Library is recognized, but in view of the financial 
situation and in view also of the desirability of studying the developments 
under the present regime, it was decided to defer any specific program for 
obtaining a librarian, 

All agreed that a professor of the history of medicine would be 
desirable when and if funds become available. 
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V. Personnel Problems 

There was no time for detailed discussion of the present tech­
nical personnel of the Library. Mr. Schaltenbrand's death was mentioned, 
and the Committee seemed fully familiar with the details of Miss Stanton, 
Miss Brinton and Mrs. Perkins. 

It was agreed that Dr. Castiglioni would not be a suitable per­
son for librarian of the Historical Library. 

It was recommended that Dr. Magnus-Levy be immediately given 
facilities for study in the Historical Library. 

VI. The Beaumont Room 

No decision was reached with regard to the Beaumont Roon, but 
Dr. Smith expressed his strong conviction that the archives, books, prints 
and other possessions of the Beaumont Club should be exhibited in suitable 
cases in the Beaumont Room rather than be placed in one of tho alcoves of 
th6 Historical Library. No formal action was taken pending further con­
sideration and discussion. 

It was mentioned informally that the furnishings of the Beaumont 
Room could probably be obtained in large measure as loans from the Garvan 
Collection. 

VII. The Jonathan KniGE._t Books 

It was agreed that, if possible, these should be housed in the 
BE-aumont Room in a suitable exhibition case. 

VIII. Weights and Measures Room 

No decision was reached with regard to sources of funds for the 
exhibition cases essen~ial for proper display of Dr. Streeter's collection 
of weights and measures. This will be given further consideration after 
exact estimates have been obtained from the Service Bureau of the cost 
of such cases. 

Since there were no particular architectural details to come up 
for discussion, the Committee adjourned et 12.20. Dr. Blake was obliged 
to withdraw at 12 o'clock during the discussion of the inter-relation 
between the two di visions of the Lj_brary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 
Chairman, Advisory Board 



MINUTES OF THE THIRD MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE ADVISORY BO.ARD OF THE HISTORICAL LIBRARY 

Yale University School of M.edicine 
February 7, 1941 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee Qf the Historical 
Library was called by Dean Blake in his office at 2 P.N. en Friday, Feb­
ruary 7, 1941. There were present Drs. Bayne-Jones, Blake, Fulton and 
G. H. Smith. After a general discussion of budgetary requirements of the 
Historical and General Libraries which will be dealt with by Dean Blake 
in a separate memorandum to the Provost, the following specific items re­
lating to the Historical Library were discussed: 

1. _F}_oor plaque. Mr. Atterbury' s letter of February 1st con­
cerning the floor plaque was read. Dr. Bayne-Jones pointed out that the 
Executive Committee had approved the plaque, as had the full Advisory 
Board at its meeting on October 19th. Dr. Fulton mentioned the circum­
stances which have recently developed concerning the floor plaque, i.e., 
th~t a weal thy donor much interested in the Medical School had ~ontributed 
a thousand dollars for its execution. Since the design was in general ac­
ceptable, it was voted to instruct Mr. Atterbury to proceed with the de­
velopment of the plaque for the floor of the central rotunda. It is 
understood that Mr. Atterbury will submit the finished drawings in colour 
before the plaque is fabricated. It was also suggested that the-two ser­
pents be of reduced girth, and that more space be introduced between LUX 
and ET in the motto. 

2. ~ding of Cla~s memorial. Mr. Atterbury had reported that 
the Class of 1 91 had approved the wording of a memorial plaque to be placed 
over the door of the Periodical Room, as follows: 

THE CLASS OF YALE 1891 HAVE MADE 
THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THIS ROTUNDA 

IN. AFFECTIONATE MEMORY OF THEIR CLASSMATE 
H A R V E Y C U S H I N G 

BORN IN CLEVELAND OHIO 8 APRIL 1869 
DIED IN NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 7 OCTOBER 1939 

The Advisory Board approved of the plaque in general but suggested that 
for greater brevity a.nd dignity the following wording would be preferable: 

THE CLASS OF YALE 1891 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THIS ROTUNDA 

IN AFFECTIONATE MEMORY OF THEIR CLASSMATE 
H A R V E Y C U S H I N G 

BORN IN CLEVELANb OHIO 8 APRIL 1869 
DIED IN NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 7 OCTOBER 1939 

3. Rotunda decoration. Mr. Atterbury has again raised the 
questioh of having various-university insignia placed at intervals around 
the rotunda beneath the balcony. The universities selected would be drawn 
from those that had conferred honorary degrees upon Dr. Cushing. There 
continues to be division of opinion with regard to the appropriateness of 
such decoration, but since the Advisory Board had passed favourably upon 
it on October 19th and since Mr. Atterbury has indicated in his letter of 
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February 6th that outside funds have become available which would probably 
make possible the decoration of the rotunda in this manner, it was voted 
that he should be instructed to proceed and to submit detailed plans -~E: 
colour of the proposed decorative frieze. 

4. Furnishin~ of Historical Libra!X. Dr. Fulton reported on a 
conference which had to.ken place on th6 morning of February 7th between 

Mr. Garstin of the Service Bureau, Miss Bishop, and the staff of the His­
torical Library concerning the furnishings of t}rn large reading room. Mr. 

Atterbury's letter of February 6th about the general furnishing require­
ments had been studied in detail at this conference and temporary furniture 
including sofas, large tables and chairs were placed tentatively in position 
to obtain a general sense of the spacial relationships in the room as a whole. 

, Mr. Johnson's letter of January 28th concerning the furnishings of the His­
torica.l Library was also studied in detail and the limitation of funda avail­

a.ble for suitable furnishings was duly noted. The Executive Committee ad­
journed from Dr. Blake's office at 3.10 to see the placement of the tem­
porary furnishinGs as arranged during the morning conference. In reporting 
the actions of the Committee to Mr. Atterbury, Dr. Fulton referred to the 

problem of furnishing as follows: 

"I have had your long and helpful letter about the furnish­
ings of the Library and also about the plaque. This morning we 
spent the entire morning with Mr. Garstin and Miss Bishop in the 
Historical Library arranging furniture tentatively so that we 
could see how the space divided itself. We felt that the tenta­
tive plan involved too many pieces of furniture and that there 
would be insufficient space between tables. The arrangement at 
the fireplace end has been changed somewhat by putting two diva.ns 
in parallel with the long axis of the room so that one would not 
face the bright light from the windows. A large octagonal table 
has been put where the central divan was originally located. 
This arrangement with two easy chairs on either side makes a par­
ticularly attractive semicircle of which we all approve, and Mr. 
Garstin is proceeding to order the two easy chairs and the two 
lateral divans. 

"For the rest of the room, I think we shall have to use 
temporarily tvro or three of the long heavy tables of the old 
library. They can be redone suitably until we have funds for 
large refectory tables of the type you have envisaged. 11 

5. Canon of Avicenna. Venice, 1489-90. Dr. Fulton drew attention 
to an unusual incunabulum available ata price of fifty dollars from a col­
lection of 43 incunabula being acquired by the Ye.le University Library. 
The book is in remarkable condition, and the Committee voted authorization 

of its purchase from the Book Fund. 

Prior to adjournment, there had been a discussion of the organ­
ization of the Patrons of the Yale Medical Library, and it was recommended 
that Drs. Bayne-Jones and George H. Smith develop plans for founding the 

organization of Patrons. 

The Committee adjourned at 3.25 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 



HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

Dr. W.W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 

McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q.., Canada. 

De~r Bill: 

SSS CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

6 January 1941. 

I quite agree with you about "Damn Dewey11 • My first job 
in life was to help change the books in the St. Paul Library from 
Dewey to L.C., so I know each one and have damned them both. 

We have practically decided to go L.C. rather than B.M.L. 
although the Boston Medical Library classification has been adopted 
officially by the .American Medical Library Association and is now in 
use, so Ja.mes B. tells us, in some six hundred medical libraries. 
However, all the holdings in the Yale University Library are done on 
the L.C. basis and if we are to articulate with the rest of the Uni­
versity I think we should do the same. Yale has a notation peculiar 
to itself (T instead of R for medicine), but the numerical and other 
subdivisions are in accordance vd th the Library of Congress subdi­
visions. 

We will not subdivide authors who have written widely. 
Boyle will stay together, and so will Harvey Cushing and W.O. 
They will be placed in the area of their primary contribution, 
unless by chance they have been bitten by bibliography as well 
as medicine. Bibliography and pornography go into the Z's. 

That was a particularly pleasant ditty by Monica Marshall. 
Did I tell you of a sign I saw in London replacing the customary 
"Open as Usual"? A shopkeeper with all his plateglass blown out 
had a sign "More Open than Usual". And a movie house that had sev­
eral diversions along the streets approaching it had a large sign 
o-ver the door, "Another Diversion". You really can't conquer a 
people that has this spirit. 

Vfith best wishes, 

Yours ever, 

J. F. Fulton, M.D. 

P.S. I completely forgot about Nierenstein Vlhen I was 
in Bristol. I have corresponded with him and he is certainly a 
first-rate person. The poor devils in Bristol ha"tre been getting 
it lately. I inferred from one of the reports that Southmead 
Hospital, where they were doing all the transfusion work, had 
been hit; but no definite information as yet. 



Dr .. Arturo 09.stiglioni, 
40- 16 Hampton Street, 

Elmhurst, L.l., New York,. 

14.y dear Ce.stig lioni: 

6 January 1941 . 

Thuk you so much f'or. your good letter which 
arrived le;te Saturday. The cmripletion of the intarior fixtures 
of the FUstorica.l Library has proceeded :rather more slowly than 
I he.d e.ntieipated, and there is still no electric li~ht in the 
alcoves or offices. 

The question or f(,r:rne.1 libre.rinnship is one that must 
be :referred to our Advisory Board.. lf funds beeon-ie available, we 
had hoped to appoint a young technice.l librarian fa:mH:i.a.r with Amer­
ican cataloguing reethode: but no decision has yet been reached on 
this point. I do not think that you would wish to be bothered 
with the technical £1ide of ha.ndling $. le.rge Hhr8l"y, end I feel 
ce!'tain that you wou1d find it dUfle1~lt to co·pe 111,:i th all the 
hocus-pocus of the Library of r,mgress regulntions. We ft:re pretty 
much a slave to those things in this country, I often think too 
much so. 

But we 1'1.:re extremi,ly ee.ger to ha:'lre ;rou coml3 19.nd settle 
down in the Library a:nd have you di1e H6 the ben,sfit of yonr vast 
experience in theee matters. .Uso I hope yC1u wi 11 f.(~el free to 
pursue i:n Jour eapaci ty as Research Auoeie.te flllY phase of medioa.l 
history upon which you may wish to ,..,rite. Your bflo;t h 9.d:rrrlrable, 
and we are e.ll browsing a.bout iil it w1 th the greatest :lnterest and 
proflt. X hope the Library will bocor1e ~ dyne!l'tic, inl'ltru.mt1nt of 
productive sehohrfhip, S1nd l can think or n.o one more oapa.ble of 
contributing :tn thie direotiorx th<>n you. 

Very sincerely youri, 

W.W.F. 
Castiglioni wondered whether 

he might not become Librarian. I am 
afraid the whole staff would resign 
if we suggested it, so I have tried 
to put him off tactfully. Have you 
any suggestions? 

J.F.F. 
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HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
CONTAINING THE COLLECTION OF 

DR, HARVEY CUSHING 

Dear Bill: 

THE YALE MEDICAL LIBRARY 

SSS CEDAR STREET 

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 

l January 1941. 

I am delighted to have your letter of the 27th. 
Don't worry a.bout the nine American dollars. Keep them for 
your next Advisory Board rreeting. I don't yet know the dates 
of the Ann Arbor neeting of the Medical Library Association, 
but I shall find out what they are and then schedule the Ad­
visory Board meeting either just before or just after, so that 
you will not have to make two trips . More of this a.non. 

The offprint of 11 0sler Warned" is most a.musing. If 
you dig out anything further about the author of the letter, 
be sure and let me know. 

H.C.'s books have a.11 been placed in the new Li­
brary . Miss Brinton and Mrs. Perkins are industriously 
sorting them out and attempting to introduce a modified 
Library of Congress classification. If you have any ideas 
on this subject, I wish you would let me know. 

Vvi th all good wishes, 

Dr. W.W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P .Q., Canada. 

Yours ever, 
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