The Osler Library
icGill Umiversity
Hontreal, Canada
4 July, 1933

Dr. G. K. Chalmers,
5, Park Street,
South Hadley, WMass.

Dear Doctor Chalmers:

Congratulations on the Ph.D. & very well
deserved one. You say it glves you the privilege of misspelling
words. I have no quarrel with that, but doss it also entitle you
to put "Memorial" into the title of my library, and leave out the
very essential MeGill University from the address? I happened
into my deserted flat this morning and found your good letter,
vhich has been reposing there for some deys. The postoffice knows
nothing of the Osler Library and refuses to learn where it 38, I
have heard dear old Dr. Welch humourously complain that even in his
lifetime people will speak of his as the Welch Eemorisl Library.

We are at present in the country, at Como, P.Q.,

about thirty miles out. I come in every day except Saturday and

Sunday. On the 15th we go to Nova Scotia for & month, so I hope you
will come either within the next ten days or towards the end of fugust.
But if that is not convenient, you know your way about the Library,

and my assistant, liss Brownlee, will be here. 8till, I should hate

to miss your visit. If there should be any chance of your being here
next Saturday or Sunday you had better let me know because the building
is closed on those days during the summer. I would gladly come in from
the country to meet you and let you in, particularly if you are bringing
your wife along. I am very anxious to meet her. I also want to know
something sbout Sir T. B.'s idea of hieroglyphies.

I sincerely hope your book will be accepted. I know
it would be in ordimary times, and if they are too poor to print it now
I trust it mey not heve to wait for the Baratian nine years.

4 That was & fine suggestion of yours about Struble.
He wguld evidently be the man to edit the Sale Catalogue. T have mever
felt competent to do it properly and the matter has simply dragged. The
Curators (trustees) of the Library are unwilling to aldow the book out
and had me enquire whether a facsimile edition if required could not be
made from photographs taken here. 1 thought not but it seems that it
could be done. Let me kpow what you hear from Btruble and from Crawley.
John Fulton goes to Zurope for & month at the end of July.

Congratulations again and all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

e




3 Park Street,
: South Hadley
HARV@Eﬁaiﬁgéi?snw' Massachusetté.

June 29, 1933.

Dear Dr. Francis,

The ordeal is over and I'm rewarded with the wonderful
privilege of administering the dose to anyone else who cares to
take it - and also of misspelling words; why shouldn't I? I'm a
PhD. But my manuseript still has me sitting on the edge of my chair.
Dr. Sarton, John Fulton, and Professor Lowes have all written to
the History of Sciéence Society or the Oxford Press or both; the
three volumes have been examined by Mr. Brasch and by him expressed
to G.S.Brett of Toronto. Professor Brett has had them for about a
month, and I'm still crossing my thumbs.

If he likes the book and can find the money, Mrs. Chalmers
and I will probably p ay you a visit - at last she'll see the Osler
Library, most of which she has visited ghostily many times. In truth
we may come, whether or no. I'm working on a paper on Sir Tom's
misinformation on hieroglyphics, and it may bring-me in your direction.
When will you go on your holiday? and will you be there all the mpest
of the time3 One of these hot days we might take it into our heads to
drive up; would that be sinful in us?

What is the state of the Osler Library edition of Sir
Thomas Browne's Sale Catalogue? I fear that our breakfast in New
Haven hasn't yet produced results. Or am I mistaken, and have you
or Cawley been able to turn to the Job? If what is needed is still
someone who will do the chief work, I think I have found the man.
Mr. Lowes showed me a Wisconein thesis on the Pseudodoxia by George
G. Struble, which includes a detailed study of the Catalogue, cross
references to Browne's use of many of the books in his writings,
an analysis of the books read to him by Elizabeth Lyttleton, a list
of booke which other evidence shows that he read, and a few critical
remarks about Browne's library. The body of this part of Struble's
study is an alphabetical 1list of Browne's books by autho®s with comment s
a very workmanlike Job.

Why don' t we ask Struble to go to New Haven and see
John Fulton and then to see you in M ontreal; if he seem 8 capable
of doing 1it, he might then start work on & thorough edition of the
catalogue. You might supply notes and advice wherever you thought
them necessary and Cawley might write an introduction. If I could
help any I'd be glad to suppdy a note or two here and there.

Mr. Lowes agrees that the catalogue would be of great
value to all sorts of scholars and gives the preoject his blessing.
Professor Miles Hamley of Wisconein (temporarily at Harvaad)
also wants to see the book p ublished. I have written to Struble
(he is George G. Struble, Lebanon Valley College, Annville, Pa)
to ask if he is interested in the shceme and if he would be willing
to help 1in some capaelty or other. I suppose I ought to have word
from Cawley in London before I say anything more definite to him.
I'1l write to Cawley and John Fulton about it immediately.

With the best of good wishes to you and.an & bientdt,

I sign myself, your most humble servant,

Gbe A7 Lovis
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The Osler Library
BeGill University
Wontreal, Canada
18 Earch, 1335

Gordon K. Chalmers Fsqg,,
3, Park Street,
South Hadley, #ass.

iy dear Chalmers:

I received yourrtelegram at 10:00 o'eclock
this morning, and answered it about 11:30 as follows:

Comma after them in seven earlier editions

but none in the gquarto of sixteen seventy-iwo
then comma after thee in sixteen seventy-eight
and eighty-two.

1 hope this answer is not ambiguous. It
mesns that in the seven editioms (usler nos. 4480-4427, Keynes
5-2), beginaing with the 1643 one, the lime reads, “"That learaing
them, in thee I mmy proceed." The first varistios occurs im Thé
1872 edition (Osler 4428, Keynes 10) which is in gquarto appended
to the pseudodoxiz.in the mext two editions (Osler 4429-4430,
Keynes 11-12), 1678 and 1682, the line reads "That learning them
in thee, I mey proceed.® : :

As you doubtless know, these verses do mot
occur in the manuscripts or the surreptitious editioms, There is
nothing about that comma in the Frrata in the 1645 editiom, and I
do not know the suthority for the change. Perbaps 1t 1s significent
that the comms after "them" is first deleted in the edition printed
with the 1872 Pseudodoxia which has the author's postscript ending,
"these are to advertise thee, that this Edition comes forth with
very msny Explenztions, idditions, and ilteratioms throughout,
 besides that of one entire Chapter: But that now this York is compleat
and perfesct, expect no further idditions.” The next two editionms,
the first to have the comms after "thee®, are from & new publisher,
Ho S‘eat. 3 s S :

In connection with the 1678 editiom, the first
_ to have the comma after "thee", Keynes quotes Oreenmhill as follows:
"gith several alterations in the text, 8g@@ of which may have

sccidental, while others can hardly have been mede durlng the author's
1ife without his authority.
¥ith kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Lot g
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20 Jan. 1983

Gordon K. Chalmers isq.,
Mount Holyoke College,
South Hadley, Hass.

iy dear Chalmers:

e Do I know the gentleman? I do, and "gentleman"

is the right word. I saw Dr. Barmes yesterday after receiving
your letter and he promptly decided that the best thimg to do
would be to send you the only typed copy he has of his paper.
I had not time to read it but I gathered that B considers Browne
to have been the scientific discoverer of adipocere and that he
has not besn sble to confirm an obscure refersnce somebody made
to & supposed description of it by Bacon.

I told John Fulton recently that I had postponed any
interest in the Sale-catalogue until after the amnual meeting of my
committee next week. His ides seems to be that I should edit the
publication and supply an introduction, you and Mr, Cawley supplying
me with motes. I should be glad to give any help I can but I think
it would be better if one of you fellowswho have really worked on
the literature of that period took the responsibility for the editing
and left me for my part to supply simply the facsimile and some notes
on the identification of the medical books. '

4 really full end satisfactory edition, it seems to me,
would be a long job. £ simple facsimile with introduction and index
of authors would be useful; but when you come to add notes of
identification, ete., it is apt to develop into & more or less complete
modern annotated catalogue. And thet, as I well know, is a JOb of a job.
However, I expect more stimuli from J.F. in the mear future.’ ;

I am glad to have your zccount of Kill Rock, Deep Fnd
pive (as I think the address ought to be). I only saw the outside of
it when I was in New Haven before they moved ia.

I and my family reciprocate your very kind regards. We

are flourishing, also your friends the Skeltonms, below us. foes

Yours sincerely,

L) P
;2 P é .
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Ye(ill University
// : ' Montresl, Canada
10 September, 1834

// The Osler Library

/ ;
Rockford College,
Rock ford, Ill.

Dear Chalmers:

flearty congratulations, first om the Ph.D. which
I knew must have come to you by this time, psrticularly after that
skillfully worded telegram about the cofii in Sir T.B.'s verse!
And secondly on the Presidency. Surely it is given to few men to
inaugurate their doctorial csreer with the presideney of & college.
Beginning thus, I wonder where you will end. In amy sbysmal igmorance
I was & bit hazy about Rockford but I see from Minerva that it Bas:a
venerable antiquity for Illinois.

Congratulations also to Mrs. Chalmers, who, I am sure,
counts for gomething in your sky-rockel career.

NHo excitemeant lately in the Browne cormer since Fulton
announced his discovery of two mors copiecs of the Sale-Catalogue. - One,
of course, is his own possession, and the other Y\ at Worchester Cathedral.
it present I am pleking holes im the proofs of a Fracastoro bibliography
hich he has in the press.

#ith kind regards to you both,

Yours sincerely,

Lotit

(f‘ 4



The Osler Library :
HeGill University,
liontreal, Canada
18 Sept., 1934

or. Gordon K. Chalmers,
Rockford College,
Roekford, 11l.

Dear Chalmars:

Thanks for your letter. I shall be looking
out for reprints of your papers and for the text of the book
when you heve revised it., I ussure you you cannot "plague®
me with it.

I em afreid there 1s no possible chance of my
being at the "hub-bub", as you call it, nor of my coming later
to talk about Osler, as you kimdly suggest. I have a fond hope
of getting through 1ife without ewer sseing Chicago. This is
sheer prejudice. I am not alurmed by your threat to meet me
at the Union Station with s straight jacket, but would not &
bullet-proof wsisteoat be more sppropriste?

, I cannot find that I have made any record of
the wheresbhouts of that fourth cony of the Sale-Catelogue. I am
sure it was %orchester, but whether Cathedral or College I skhall
nave to ask Fulton. I have not heard anything more about the

. Pacsimile of it but I believe that F. ie keeping his copy umbound

with a view to using it for this purpose.

¥ith kind regsrds to you both snd best wishes for
5 happy and succsessful présidency,

Yours sincerely,




PRESIDENT'S OFFICE

ROCKFORD COLLEGE September

ROCKFORD,ILLINOIS Twelfth
1834

Dear Dr. Francis:

Thanks for your letter and my thanks to Minerva for setting
you right about Rockford.

Fulton's other Sale-Catalogue is at Worcester College, is it
not? or are you right in thinking it at the Cathedral? Apropos of the
Catalogue, I don't know what has become of my candidate for editing it,
In a short time, I will try to stir him up. Heave you heard anything
from him in the last few months?

My own Brunonien activities have subsided during the summer
except for sending off an article to Dr. Sartan on Sir Tom's Scientific
Practice and amother to Fonald Crane on my old friend effluvium and her
sisters. The former will appear in lsis, sges hence, and the latter
in Modern Philology (Chicego). A third erticle on Sir Tom's notion of
the Hieroglyphics is still being doctored by an Egyptologicel friend
and will begin to go the rounds starting with the Americen Scholar (Pni
Beta Kappa). It is unenotated and fairly popular. Have you any sugges-
tions about where to send it?

The whole book is only hesitating, not flagging, and one fine
day I shall plague you with the text of a camplete revision of it.

My very best wishes to the whole family and special greetings
to you. Could you possibly come to the hub-bub on the tenth of October?
Rob and I would be pleased beyond words. Furthermore, why don't you
come again later in the year end give a talk about Osler? Will you
visit Chicago for eny reason during terms? If so, we simply must have
you and will be waiting at the Union Station with a straight jacket.

Yours sincerely,
A cloy N fellrwcro

Dr. W. W. Francis,
The Osler Library,
McGill University,
Montreal, Canada.



Pr. Cordon . Chulmors, <

RAockford College, ey S
foeklordg, 1),
Pear Chalpors: ;
: I wish thare wers somse way of petting
Fyour "3ir T. B., trus scicniist" across to OUsler ip
Flysivz. How 1t would dolipht him. It is & revelation
of sn unfamiliszr asg&ct of 3. I have never buen the
sorshipper I ought to ba, but befors I read this 1
- bhought I kose samwthing ef the daiigatful wla fellow.

: i expect jou have ai;x&ﬁf picked up thres
misprints: p. 37, lipe 1, MARCELLO MALPIGHI; p. 43, %
where linss 10-12

é
{Ls

foot of the xt) page; and p. 58, lime 3, PDESCRATES Yam,

- I hoge you haven't [inished with Braﬁna
aod that thers will ba M}ore Lo cﬁﬁw.\

i
Bibrary .ssocistioa mesting next wesk, but without time,
alus, either goiog or returning, to teke a side trig Lo
Rockford.
3 N
Eind regerds and wdny Lhaoks.

y Yours sincerely,

Y Gl

7
2 appurcpntly should be transferred to ths
t

I wm off to St. ?aai to preside ab & sedicsl

’
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