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WILLIAM COLGATE
221 BELSIZE DRIVE
TORONTO, CANADA

5 January 1958

My dear William,

If every one took a similar mode of 'revenge' as
you have done I should esteem myself most fortunate.
I read both pieces with keen enjoyment, though i}
may be the account of W.0, and h'os coat of arms
touched me more nearly. You handled both with your
characteristie light touch, and they were all the
better for it, They read well.

Our meetine at the Redpath Press wes indeed a
pleasant surprise. I had not been aware that your
xinterest in books extended to the techical side
of their production, I thought the place very well
appointed and for me st least there was much of
interest.

On Saturday afternoon (2.15 Dayliner) I had to
leave for Ottawa to meet my son Forbes who is with
the Department of Public Health busy largely in
the relent s pursuit of the 'bug' which infests
our milk,'Together we visited the Experimental
Farm -- there is little outside activity now --
the building operations of the new Carleton Uni-
versity, and on Monday night we viewed the House
from the gallery. The introduction of suspended
amplifiers makes everything spoken come with the
clarity of a firm voice inconversation. There was
l1ittle speaking of any account except by Herridge
xof Kootenay who speasks forcibly and to the point.
Apperently it was an off night, though both St. Laurent
and Martin were present,

Enough from me for the moment, I can only reiter-
ate your good wish that we may all have a New Year
filled with happy events, With my warm thanks,
believe me

: Sincerely yours,

4

Dr W. W. PFrancis.
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221 BELSIZE DRIVE
TORONTO, CANADA bn L:-;/"‘V’é':"'
o (et 112
30 April 1956 Qb bt P —~t
{[MW Vz:fdt ~
A=y
Y A4

Dear W. W. F.,

Thank you for the book. It was good of you to in-
sceribe it for me as you did, This belated acknowledg-
ment is the result of an attack of bronchitis, mine
ancient enemy, which all but laid me by the hesls,
and has left me weak, listless and unfit for doing
little more than reading in which your gay volume with
its delightful bouquet, proved a refreshing and valu-
able tonic,

By another mail goes to you a slender book written
years ago by my friend Armot Craick, and at my reqadst
inscribed by him, Since the faces which appear in it
are all familiar to you, I need say no more, One day
I hope to tell you the story of how I came by it. By
the way, Craick's granddaughter, Miss Beverley Ralfe,
is a second year student in nursing at the Royal ¥ie-
toria, So you see, we have still another link with
01d MeGill,

Many thanks to you and all my best.

Sincerely,

the 014 Recto' n,
4

Dr. We W, Francis
Osler Library
McGill University
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WILLIAM COLGATE

221 BELSIZE DRIVE
TORONTO 12, CANADA

24 Pebruary 1955

Dear Doctor Francis:

I am much obliged to you for the negative
of the title-page of M., Pouvteau'@ work on
surgery., This was indeed good of you, since
I feel thst in your predicament the less you
are disturbed the better,

As you are to return to the Library soon,
it is my hope that the 'misery' may relent to
the exteént of allowing you to pursue the even

tenor of your way with 2 minimum of discomfort.

But, may I suggest that for a while at least
you will not permit embition to outrun dis-
cretion,

With my warm thanks and kind regards, as
ever,

Sincerely,

14 ‘v’V\j TN adt

Dr. W. W. Francis.

T o T —
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OSLER LIBRARY,
15 June, 1955.
®. Colgate » E&q-,
221 Belsize Drive,
Toronto, 7,
Ont.

Dear Gﬁlgaw 'y

Thanks again for Langdon-Brown's "Thus we are
men®. It is in the University Library, but we are glad
to duplicate it and are allowed to do soc gratis.

I have just re-discovered three pages on Osler
written by Langdon-Brown for an Emglish 3rd ed. of Aequani-
mitas, brought out by Lewis in 1939. Except ¥n its uniform
appreciation it is entirely different from this 1932 broad-
caste

We are interested, too, in your typesetiing book-
plate. Is it, we wonder, older or more recent than the
parsonage one?

With best regards,

Yours sincerely,

/ o7

Va'Z
w, W, ?X‘&n@iﬂ, ¥.D,

WWFicd



Jth: enclose negative, hoping it

serve your puri

T'11 comx Bouteau & heritors of unf »
filled renown"” to my successor, I e
WILLIAM COLGATE bigger +l P

221 BELSIZE DRIVE

TORONTO, CANADA
11 February 1955 5

Dear Doctor Francis,

I am, happy to learn from your last that you will
soon be,to move about again. I can conceive of a state
1ittle worse for 2 normally active man confined indoors
when he is in a mood to exclaim, 'Fie upon this quiet
life; I want work!' Briénchitis I have had and still have
now and then--I come of & bronchial family -- but broncho-
prneumonia, really sounds intimidating, and from whet I
hesr not to be trifled with. It's our climate, 1 suppose;
one must have a sturdy constition to withstand it., Which
reminds me. A friend at lunch this week said people he
¥new had returned from Florids much disgusted. They had,
so they, said, to wear overcoats nearly all the time they
wereﬁ} s Mr Chips remarked, I prefer to get my chills at
home,

It is pleasant to hear that you like the little
book of Pouteau's. It came my way quite by accident and
left me on much the same terms, though I did give it a

gense of direction. Which suggests something. Could you
when you are at liberty, as the actors say, do gomething
on theechalf-forgotten men of medicine 8f whom Pouteau
is apparently one, They deserve a better fate than to be
overlooked, They deserve and should have, as you well
imply, their hour of glory. I know of no one more likely
to do the subject justice than yourself,

Let me know if I can be of use to you here a2t any
time, With all my best, as ever

Sincerely youﬁb,

WV on ( sty ale

Dr., W. W, Francis

Librarien, The Osler Library
MeGill University

Montreal, P.Q., Banada
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WILLIAM COLGATE L
221 BELSIZE DRIVE
TORONTO, CANADA
10 November 1954 €

Dear Doctor ¥rancis,

I wonder if you have on your shelves a copy of
an eighteenth century book on mddicine and surgery,
a desceription of which I take from the title page:

Melanges de Chirurgie
par Claude Pouteau /,‘?7:”ﬁ75
Docteur en Medicine & en Chirurgise
Ancien Chirurgien wn chef

du grand HStel-Dieu O S

de Lyon

ALYON
chez Geofroy Regnault
Librairie & Impremeur e By

MD CC LX
You have already received, I daresay, a copy of

an address delivered by Dr Wilder Penfield at

Trinity College School in YJune last. Apart from

its being a very fine paper indeed, it pays fit-

ting tribute to W.0. for his work in medicine,

I regret much that we did not meet on my last
trip to Montreal; but my call was rather late in
the afternoon, and the attendant told me you had
gone home, However, it was some consolation to
learn that you are able to be about again. I trust
that by now you are fully restored to your custom-
ary health and vigor, and that you may long be
spared to continue your useful work at the Library.

Soon I shall have to part with the old Trinity
College School calendar issued at Weston. The idea
has occurred to me that since it has to do with the
School in its very early days, it perhaps should
go to the TCS Libmary rather than to your own. 80
far it is only a thought, so that I should be glad
to have an expressionof opinion from you on that
point.,



You are probably aware by now that the Old Rectory is
no more. I have not returned to it sihce we left it, The -
first and only intimation I had of the change was when a
letter from a Weston resident, lamenting its loss, was
pointed out to me in The Star. Since it is a paper I seldom
read, I had missed it, In the natural course of events, I
suppose the removal of the old house was inevitable; made
so especially by the steady deterioration of the neighbour-
hood. Recent developments in the distriet did not help.
Better so than that it should have been turned into a poly-
glot boarding house., Would you care to have a not too
recent print of the 0ld Rectory for your archives ?

With all good wishes and my kindest ‘regards, believe

me, as ever
Sincerely yours,.
W AL m%d}a

Dr. W. W, Francis

~Librarian, The Osler Library
McGill University g

Montreal, P.Q.



. G. Colgatey Esqes
221 Delsize Dylive,

e Sg the 0ld Zsetory is mo more] 1 had wot heard
that you had moved or that it had succumbed to progress, ihem
was it aamxs,mr Adpart Crom the wooden-fence skelch

Wy Ay Johnsom, veproduced im Cushing, we have yeur mmgm
which I mm f.! ;wa in the copy 3, gave ¥, O, of Besle's
¥How to work with the micvoscope® and I put o mote that this
mmmwm A&ya&ﬂi&im&} pictures of the house I

Alsg, ve hmm nmot %am’s "iclanges®, 1760, saé
should 14ke to take further advamtaie of your Wty, :
you are offering it, I find be wes a very distinguished surgeon
ig his day who "mevey recoiled from the kmife or the mwﬂ
80 he ought to be somewhere hers, but isn't,

Yo shoudd émrl;r love m have the M@n TeCa8s
ealemdar, 5UT comsclemce and loyally compel me o acknowledge
that :l’k m‘;ht to ga iae m Hope, if they haven't already got
ot . probably burssd in one of the two holocausbs,

4 Mwb of h&vm mswé five coroparies in the
last Mﬂ years, - “hat kesps me im my pleasent job (mepotiem or
compstenes?) is not for me to say, but they tuke good eare of me
wm*%}atmmf&awwwm

I hope the ym&m dealing as lightly with you,

Yours sinecarely,

ﬁ?:aﬁ
Mﬁt«
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WILLIAM COLGATE
221 BELSIZE DRIVE
TORONTO, CANADA

29 November 1954

Dear Doctor Frencis,

I put off acknowledgong your very pleassnt letter
until I could pick up at Eastmants the print of the 014
Rectory I promised you, This, mailed separately, you may
have by now, I hope you will like it.

The book by the eighteenth century physician, of
whom I am happy to have partica‘ars #in your last, I
will take with me on my next trip to Montreal, I hope,
early in January before the city takes down its Christmas
decorations, Unlike us in Toronto, you show no puritanie
haste to remove them, Failing my expected trip, Her Majesty's
mail will undertake the transfer,

Until I was able to give Dr Wilder Penfield's address
at TCS the patient and attentive reading it dese¥ved, I could
not imagine what a relly fine thing it is, His whimsical re-
ference to you I thought delightful, It was the sort of $hing s
Barrie might have done; or, W, O, himself, for it was compos-
ed in the true Oslerian vein, with a smile and a chuckle in
the words., My warm thanks to you for your kindly thought
c6fme. My grateful thanks also for the interesting--at least -]
they look interesting as I am sure they are--offprints,

These I am reserving, like a samll boy his favorite dessert,

for a half hour or so free from interruption,

As you are probably aware, Pennington was in town ek

the week-end for the opening of the new Sigmund Samuel Wing f>

of the University Library; but I regret he gave me no eppor- r
tunity to take him to lunch, More than likely he had a full

day as it was, As indicative of the way the Press treats

such events, I could find no account of it at first; but later

I discovered it among the market reports, But there was room

on the front page for cavorting cheer leaders and milling o1
throngs of open-faced fans, I like games, I can stand even ‘
on a chilly day to follow & rugby match; bgt this thing,

this mass hysteria, mystifies me and is more than a little !
disturbing, The more enlightened portion of the public is
beginning to question whether a democratic system is the

answer to our political and social ills, There are times ‘;}

when one longs for a benovelent despotism, You see the faults,
you are sure you can correct them, you crave the power to try,
But I preach--to what end ? Reiizing the futility of it, I
step down from the soap-bex,

-~

With my very best wishes for your YJealth and comfort,
as ever
Sincerely yours,
\ -

A AN Eans atle
Dr W. W, Francis.



M COLGATE = 221 BELSIZE DRIVE o TORONTO CANADA

$ March 1952

Dear Doetor Francis,

I am happy to learn that the Howitt notebooks
impressed you favourably,and that you consider them,
as I had hoped you would,a desirable addition to
the medical collection of MeGill, Incidentally, it
has occurred tdme that your very interesting and
illuminating comments on the notebooks might very
well accompany the notebooks themselves., Remember,
you will not be always available (more's the pity)
to tell inquiring researchers something of the use-
ful history behind them, Let your secretary make
a copy of the notes and attach them preferably to
the first volume thereby imparting to them a life
which they cannot but lack without., Forgive my
presumption,but it seems to me this is’ something that
might well be done,

The medical librarian,I presume,sees to it that
the customary donor's label--if that is the eorrect
term~is inserted ; or, do they have such a thing in a
medical library ? For not the least of the pleasure,
I must own,in handing the written records over to you
is the thought that my name might continue to be
asgociated with them, In this way, I share Sir Joshua
Reynold's sentiment when he had finished his portrait
=-=his very famous portrait I might add--of Nrs., Siddons.

I sympathesize with you in your close proximity to
tunnelling opdédtions at the Montreal General, We had
to put up with something like that at Weston.

All thanks for your kind interest in my wife's health.
The removal seems to have given her all the benefit we
could reasonably hope for, She now feels much better than
she did, enjoying as she does a greater degree of leisure.

Sincerely yours,

N AN L

Dr.W.W.®¥raneis.

b
o

o B



OSLER LIBRARY,
28 Feby, 10524

Be, Willias Colgate,
221 Delsize ﬁriw;
Toronto, Onts

Hany thanks for the gift of the Howitt notebooks which
came yesterday and make me sshemed of omly paying the sarriagel
I count 15 of them, 4 on medicine, 5 on languages and algebra
{shich he didn't lears here); and no less than 6 on Materia medics,
"0ld Commponicate® Uright was notorious for hair splitting, I
awmzmsmwmmwwwwmﬁm&
taste and/ or sight whether a lump of opium came from
Constantinople, or India, I doubt if we have anything quite go
complete and legible as these Howitt notes om his intorminable
- S-gear courses Our present studests, 1 suspect, mersly have
te learn to read wholesalers' lists and how to write Romen
m;(mms,&e*);

9 I am turning thes over to the Medical Library, whers they
belong accordimg to our rules, Its homorary librarian is the
professor of pharmacology and will %Wywmsa the
contrasting mathods of BD yeurs agos

in Osleriolater from a military st at or mear Geston
#as here lately and I scolded him (unjustlyl) for met having
diseovared you and the Uld Reetory, I've forgotien his pame, but
ha¥s probably more mystifisd sbout you than ever,

ImWﬁmmafwmm,mxmmﬁw*s

health will improve, Ve are being greduslly igsted out of owr happy
mglw vew Mowtresl Cemeral Hospital m up {8t present digging
sm&

Yours gratefully,

[
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5 «M COLGATE b 221 BELSIZE DRIVE = TORONTO CANADA

18 February 1952

Dear Doctor Francis,

I must thank you for your note, This I should have
answered sooner had it not been for several interruptions,
the principal one caused by necessary and somewhat urgent
preparations for a Memorial exhibition to Charles W.Jeffergs
at the loeal art gallery, The exhibition opens on March 7,
and promises to be a memorable eventyapart from my own very
minor and hidden share in it,

Your letters,full of buoyant life have a tomic value for
me,as I suppose a doctor's lstters should. Anyhow I an always
happy to hear from you. Although I have only a casual interest
in the doings of William Harvey Howitt,I was none the less
ghbAd to have the details of his life you were good enmough to
give me,especially since I learn that he was a sometime

citizen of Toronto, Not to expand this letter beyond reasonable

length,the notebooks are going to you by express free gratis
and for nothing,as we used to say,except fordecarrying charge
which in the circumstances you no doubt be willing to meet.
I trust that the notebooks may prove a welcome addition to
what I take to be your already generous collection of such
material, You may therefore have no apprehension of the
ghost of Bather Johnson "h'anting” you now or later,

our removal from the 0ld Rectory,about which you kindly

enguire ,was ogcasioned largely by myg wife's health,which of
late has not been good,and her consequent inability to look
after a house so large,which being old was difficult to keep
clean, But I shall always retain happy recollections of the
0ld place with its spacious rooms,and of many pleasant hours
spent there., It had character which few houses of the present
day have and even in age well worn and shabby showed traces
of its original fine breeding., I miss it.

I hope you continue in health and that I may have the
pleasure of meeting you again before long. As ever

Sincerely,
<
(N W~E A

Dr.W.W.Franeis
Librarian,The Osler Library
MeGill University
liontreal,Canada
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OSLER LIBRARY,
& Tebyy 1082,

Me, ¥i1liam Colgate,
221 Balsise Drive,
Toronto, ~ -

Dear He, Colgate,

It is geod to hear from you apgais, even if your kind offer
causes e some embarrasement, Ve were offered these Cifteen notsbooks
(if wo vemember rightly) by a dealer some yeurs ago and rofused them, :
perhaps on aceount of the price (I hope you didn't have to pey as muchl)
and their sxtant, and the fact thab wo are pretiy well supplied with

- Willjem Harvey Howlti gradusted in 1870,the year befors ODsler
Same here, I can't find out when he died, In 1924 he wes living st
58 Maple Ave., Toromto, I euspect that MeGill and his orthodox medical
cousing st Guelph may have lost interest in him, One of the fanlly here
ione of voles) - o e '* |

I hate to be mean, but I wouldn't mant wmymmmaﬁm%
dollars %‘w the lot, unless you feel that Father Johnson would heunt me
for more

Have you abandoned




(LLIAM COLGATE i 221 BELSIZE DRIVE 5 TORONTO CANADA

28 January 1952

Dear Doctor Francis:

I have been hble to obtain lately from a dealer
in second-hand books a series--there are fifteen in
all--of notebooks once used by W.H.Howitt a medical
student at MeGill,dating from (as nearly as 1 can
maeke out) 1862 to 1869,

The notes are written in a cTlear,legible hand,
and are the record of lectures taken from Professor
R.Palmer Howard and Professor W.Wright, If a layganm
may venture an opinion it would be to say that theg
notebooks should be especially interesting as indi-
cating the nature and extent of the subjects taught
by the Medical faculty of McGill in its early days
before the young student William Osler arrived om
the scene,

If you are at all interested,the payment of a
merely nominal sum would be enough to speed them on
their way to you, I am content to let you fix the
amount .

With all kind regards,bel;ive me

Sincerely yours,

i V%‘W é”%l/d‘

Dr,W.W.Francis
Librarian

#he oOsler Library
MeGill University

Montreal ,P.Q. | o
| % e
{ i\
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WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

1 June 1948

Dear Doctor Francis:

I am delighted to hear from you again,even though
it means digging up a bookplate for youy or rather for
tRosie! whose tactics leave me a bit bewildered, For

, #% one thing,why does she want my bookplate ? And for an-
o other,why bother you about it ? Amnyhow,* am happy to
B Y comply with your request, The one I send you are free
jt” - fo do what you like with, I presume it is the one you
LR want--1 have two--the other being much more elaborate,
o pretentious,a perfect swell,which I keep mainly for
.y old books and books on printing, The one gnclosed I
1ike better because of its gimplicity; ny taste seldom
if ever rund to~the 6FfAate,thank heaven,

j

7y 0
§g3§§§ﬁ§‘ | Acgording to The Gazette,whiich I see now and then,
s you had a great day for your Convocation--1500 capped no
b M~ less. Whew ! TVhat would 0ld James MeGill say to that 7
2 | Just beam,l suppose. 7ell, he might do worse. If he counld

Lo .I:‘w e '.'L ?
s e

only come back for at least one celebration vhat larks

he would have,and those with him. The old place would be
gtrange to him and he to it, Obh the whole his day was not
s bad one. Jolly good,he would probably add; with a Scotch
accent of course,

How I long for old Montreal, I shall go back expecting
to se it as I left it,but I won't of course. It will be changed
and possibly not for the better. Zhem figaces., Let me hear from
you when you feel do disposed., A letter like yours cheers a
fellow no end.

My son,Forbes,physician—to-the—horse,is now living with his
wife and young son,Brian,in Woodtsock,0ntario; where he does well,
But they are cramped seriously for space,and until they are able
to get a house of their own will remain so, Building seems to
adwance no more there than here,or elsewhere for that matter..
Material for movie palaces,churches,synogogues,and automobile
showrooms and stores,but not for houses. What a world !

With kind regards to you and yours,as ever

Sincerely,

A&KW/
W.W,Frencis

Dr

osler Library
¥cGill University
¥ontreal,P.Q.,Canad



I almost overlooked to thank you for your kind inquiry
about Osgoode. Work on the book proceeds but slowly; for
every now and then I must put it aside for something else
more urgent, I finished not long since & monogragh on
Louis Roy: First printer in Upper Canada for the Printing
Review of Montreal; and now I am doing a piece for the Ca-
nadian Art Series for delivery this fall, Be&&een whiles

I get in the odd stroke on Osgoode; but it is tedious business,
and I shall be glad when I have it behind me, Though I must
say Osgoode himself is coming to life in a remarkable way.
His letters %o Simcoe which I copied from the originals in
the U.of T.Library are revexlatory of the old -boy's charecter,
sometimes quite amusingly. I have besides much illustrative
material which has not yet been exposed to the general gaze.
So you see I am hopeful of making something of our first
chief justice., Not first with you he yet stayed longer. He

probably liked Guebec--who doesn't 7

L v

- .









WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

August 13,1940,
Dear Doctor Franciis:

As promised I have tried to make a fair copy
of the funeral story for you;but I am afraid it is
only fair, However,such as it is you may have it
with my compliments,

As a matter of fact The Mail was founded in 1872,
as you may notefrom the masthead of the present
Gléobe and Mail, It,The Mail,that is,acquired the
double-barrélled appellation when it took over
The Enpire,which had a short life and not altogether
merry one,in 1895, Toronto,as you may recall,at one
time supported six newspapers;now it seems dontent
to struggle along with three, Journalism having
Joined the ranks of big bisiness,has in the process
shed many of its old free and easy ways;it has
become less picturesque,but more profitable, ¥hich
from the shareholders point of view at any rate may
be and probably is all to the good,

Many thanks for the "0ld Blockley" Memorial pro-
gramme which I shall promptly store with Osler
items,as als"é‘f”xﬁi%‘t e copy'j 6f your omm ﬁdress
which you were good enough to enclose, Altogether
more than I deserve én one day, And yet they say the
13th is unl¥cky 3 If it is not further impsging on
good nature,I should certainly like to have a copy



of the Johnsom picture at your convenience, If there
is any expense attached,lét me know,

Tere is nothing at the moment I'd like better
than to pay smother visit to your delightful quarters;
but gannot you get up to Toronto some time before
long? And once in Toronto it is but a few miles
to Weston; and really before you kmow it you're
here, Though I fancy there is little that I can tell
you or show you about Toronto,I promise %o make your
stay as pleasant as possible, We have a club here
whieh offers something palatable in the way of food,
and company which on occasion can be congenial,

1 Shall live in hopeso Iﬁeanvﬁlile..-.-c

With kind regards,believe me

Sincerely,
Dr.W.W, Francis

Librarian,0sler Library

McGill University
W,lewlwﬂ/ﬁw
e ek vt Wil dzu“/ﬁ\:/
“‘M’(ﬂ. ‘%‘%‘;\,\gdb . )
(g0 WG ¢ ( Hedd S,
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WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

September 28,1940,
Dear Doctor Francis:

After foraging through desk drawers and on desk
tops I have managed to lay hands on a few snaps of
the old house and its surroundings which I trust
may not be without interest, Some few years ago I
wrote an article on the 0ld Bectory for the Canadisn
Magazine which at the time ran s series of illustrat-
ed pieces on old Canadian houses, Should I rum across
& copy later I will let you have it,

The enclosed clipping, taken from s recent issue of
The Globe and Mail,will serve to Prove,if further proof

ig needed,Dr.Gwyn's active interest in the historical
side of the medical profession in Toronto,s0 that ite

You mention Lanets gtyg

yomrseem to lack a copy in lontreal,it hag )
me that we Bay have one here, I shali
the War of Independence,you
history ang Fiskerg both of
familiagr o you, You s;e,I

J of Coste im Americana, Since
==tflcana,

ccurred %o
enquire, As for
have of courge Trevelyané

vhich are doubtle
: 88 alr
am trying to do what T ::ﬁy



to remove hindrances to our getting that translation
of Coste which we mow want and which I am sure the
medical professionpt any rate would be glad to have.

En passant,I note that the current catalogue of Goo?o
speeds of Boston itemizes W.0.'s Science and Immortality
(first ed.)at $2,50; which seems reasonable enough,though
I did somewhat better here, Curiously,it is the first time
I recall having seen it listed.

I am pleased to hear that you enjoyed your holiday in
Nova Scotia,as I did myself this summer,and therefore can
understand your daughterts desire %o remain in Halifax,
even at the cost of an attack of measles--German or other-
vigse--from which she is,I trust,happily recovered, We are
too often disposed--we of the laity--to make light of
peasleg; but I can attest from experience that they are
no subject for jest, Mine left me for some time with a bad
ear; though the disaster that overtook Angus of the ear-
muffs fortunately missed me,

The weather is glorious here, The campus of Gill must
look lovely these days under the autumn sunshine., It is s
long time since I have seen it in the fall of the year;
as far back as the'twenties of blessed memoryhen we used
to attend the Varsity-lcGill game in the Molson stadium,

This letter would have reached you soomer but for an
effort I have»been making o organize an extension class
for the study of typography, For the past few Qveéks this
work has engaged xlitu@lﬁyaailkmyxnpare time asg well
some hours,alas,that could ill be g

. Spared, However,the
: - =9
i?lnt ?a; been reached where we are promised the coopera
ion of lecturers: practical f 3
£ 3 ellow
] S a number of them,

though not all, Two or three are on the regular staff of
)

the University,several are artists of standing with a first-



hand knowledge of printing; others again are so-called ?
technical men from machinery,paper and engraving houses
1ike the Canadian Linotype Corporation and the Howard |
Smith Paper Mills, The whole th%ag/is tentative so far: ‘
whether we shall be able to go mems will depend upon the i
enrolment. The mimimum number of students is set at !
forty. Since we have received the encouragement and bless-l
ing of the Powers that Be,we are naturally hopeful of i
the best, If we are able to make up our group,l shall

have at least two,if mot more,lectures to prepare,as well }
as acting as chairman or supervisor of the course,Surely |
enough punishment for one person,though not,l dare gsay,

not nearly so much as the class may be called upon ‘o
endure,

But enough of myself. I am very pleased %o learn that
the Medical Faculty of licGill has decidedto offer a
Diploma of Public Health to Feaduates in Veterinary Scienc|
It% effect will De,l think,to encourage the ambitlous
student and raise the status of the profession,which
has been until of late years anything but high., 'The
early McGill course alone honorably excepted. But then
they had young pr.O0sler to assis and inspire them, Ism
all the more interested in the new course I suppose be-
cause my boy,Forbes,returns to the Ontario Veterinary
College at Guelph today for his final year, I have hopes
that when he is graduated he may go up to MeGill for
the Public Health Course. He is an instructor in the
¢.0.TC, so that I cannot count on it. Howev?r,like :
myleg,he is sn admirer of Sir william and his teachings,
ult of his example,returas to College with
ake, It meant some
,but we both felt

and,as one res
& mietroscope,of renowned Austrien m
dislocation of the finangial budget
the end justified 24
Yithevery good wigh,and the-hope that 1 may
not have bored you, elieve me _

gincerely, -
. cL1;7
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To the Editor of Thevg;flfgpg and Mail:
Knowing the interest of your paper in
matters historical, the Academy of
Medicine would like to enrol your as-
sistance in helping to find a picture

‘| or photograph of old Moss Hall, which

stood on the banks of the gully run-
ning through Queen’s Park, where the
present Biological Building stands.-

Moss Hall was of interest in being
the medical school erected in connec-
tion with King’s College, but by some
strange accident we can find no picture
or sketch of this building in the engi-
neering or architeetural departments
of the university. Doubtless, it was
such a simple building that it may just
have been erected by the contractor’s
plan. But, be this as it may, the fail-
ure to acquire a sketch or picture of
the building leaves our collection deal-
ing with the old medical schools of
Toronto incomplete,

During the centennial celebration a
few years ago, a committee of the

| academy was appointed to trace down

the old medical schools of Toronto.
You will be interested in knowing that
remnants of the old building in which
the Hon. John Rolph began to teach
medicine, more than a hundred years
ago, are still to be seen behind a

. butcher shop on Queen Street West,

‘just beyond Bay and Queen Streets on
the north side. The particular piece of
property on which this building, or
barn, was situated is recorded in the
Registry Office as having come down
from the McCauley Estate, and the
building referred to was McCauley’s
barn, or stable. It must have stood for
a century, for the license to demolish
it was attached to some of the timbers
remaining which had been built into
an outhouse and into the fence sur-
rounding the yard. These timbers are
easily recognizable. A former tenant
of the property told me that when the
building was demolished the contrac-
tor who did the Jjob informed him
that no nails had been used in the
construction of the building, Inspection
of some of the remains shows this to

‘be so. Of this building, again by some

Old Moss Hall?
unhappy accident, we have no picture,
although some of Rolph’s associates
have described it in some of their his-
torical publications. It is not likely, of
course, that any one would have taken
the trouble to paint an old wooden
barn at the back of a Queen Street
store, but, on the other hand, in con-
nection with Moss Hall we felt there
must be some sketch, picture or photo-
graph of it tucked away in some-
body’s collection,

I hope you can see your way to help-
Ing us out in a matter which, after all,
is of historical interest in connection
with the university and the city.

Norman B. Gwyn,

Toronto, - Academy of Medicine.

.-
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WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

October 29,1940,
Dear Doctor Yrancis:
Well,W.C. has been framed and is now at the
0.V.C. to furnish inspiration to the students. Forbes
took the picture bsck with him on éunday when he re-
turned to College. He had come down for the week-end
to bid Boyd good-bye. Boyd,who leaves for England
shortly;s now on briéf leave. The war continues to
come closer to our lives and our affairss Ker and 5trathy,
two most promising young fellows of Trinity are both
gone,and it is hard to realize that one will see them
no more.,
I had she good fortune to pick up a copy of Cushing's

Journal lately. It presents,I think, epart from Orpen's

An Onlooker in ﬁrance\a more convincing picture of the

last war than enything I have read. How he ever found



time to compile such a detailed record is a mystery to
me. But then I suppose it is the old story that if yomu
want a thing done give it to a busy man. Another two

recent"finds" were Equanimitas and An Alabama Student,

which I acquired at Britmell's recent book salee.

Frqﬁ Dr.Gwyn I have received an appreciative note
for the the copy of the report of Johnson's funeral
sent him at your suggestion. His evgident pleasure at
receiving it was I venture to believe no greater than
mine at being able to let him have itelou have I dare
say already seen the advertisement of the single-volume
edition of Cushing's Llife of W.0, It is priced at
five dollars,which should do much to enlarge its sale,
especially since its publication coincides with the
beginning of the Christmms season. 1ts desirability as
8 gift book needs no emphasis.

I venture to enclose a couple of book-plates showing

the 01d Rectory which may be of interest to you. The



original drawing id the work of Evan lacdonalds OsS+Ae
Who made the sketch one simmer afternoon when he was
out to out‘place to tea.

I shall be happy to receive when you are ready to

send them a photo-print of Johnson's painting of the

Rectory and the copy of Schuman's catalogue which you
have

ear-marked for me,.

With kind refards,believe me
Sincerely yours,
. |7
NVVWAAAA/ 66.9“-[‘

Dr o“ QW-P‘ranCis’
HeGill University.
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WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

August 3,1940,

iy dear Doctor Francis:
Upon arriving home after my trip down Eaét
I took occasion to look up the Ms as promised
and discovered it to be a fumeral report describ-
ing the obsequies of the Revd,¥W,A.Johnson on
December 31,1880; it had ewintewdbg been copied by
hand apparently from an old %f Te @lro;
ant Seel Enna
that date. The article was copied, by Mrs,Adelaide
" Pickford a daughter of a former rector of thw
parish of St,Philippf Heston,Ontario,
Now I have no notion of how useful such an iten;
may be to you,or indeed whether it is of any use at

all; but if you wish I should be very happy to smnd you

a copy for your fyles,



By the bye,what sort of ceremony had you for
the unveiling of Sir William's portrait by Dean
Cornwell ? Unfortunately,l arrived back in Mont-
real too late to be present at the‘event,and too late
even to get a copy of a newspaper recording it.
Would it be possible to get a portrait photograph
do you think ? I suppose both The Star and the
Gazette had a reporter assigmed; or did they ?
With war news filling most of the daily newspaper
there seems little room for anything else, Too
bad; but I Fancy there is precious little we can
do about it, In the meantime let us hope editors
may acquire a sense of proportion: a virfue in which
many of them at any rate are lamentébly deficient,
With kind refards,believe me
Sincerel‘y,

U " Wamnne W‘
Dr,W,W.Francis

MeGill University
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WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

 August 31,1940,

Dear Doctor Francis:

I find I am further in your debt for a fine
color print of QOsler at 01d Blockley which arrived
this week from John Wyeth & Brother Limited of
Welkerville, Another very welcome evidence of
your good-will for which I thamnk you, The print
I shall have framed and hung in a conspicuous place
vhere it may be readiily seen by visitors to the
house,

One of these days--before long I hope~-I shall
gather together a few photographs of the house
and let you have them for your fyles—-that is,
if you care to have thenm,

I did not suspecélg? a literary style at once
easy and urbane until I read your address At Osler's
ghrine,a copy of which you were good enough to send
me, But familiar with the history of the Oslers as
i am,l should have known better, As a by-product,
my interest has been aroused in the activities of
Jean-Francois Coste, Your suggestion that his
address be translated and published is,I think,
excellent, Could not something be done about it ?
I wonder in passing whether Coste's subject:the
adaptation of o0ld medical philosephy to the New



World might not have inspired The 01d Humanities

and the New Science,though obviously in subject
natter they have nothing in common, It is merely
a thought,and by no means importent.

Much more important is the idea that comes to
mind of the desirability of having your address
preserved in more permanent form, I have ghe
notion somehow that if it were printed and bound
in stiff board covers after the menner, say,of
Tweedsmuir's Interpreter's House,it would have a
large and ready sale Dboth here and in the United
States, In any event I should rejoice to see some-
thing of the kind attempted,

You may be interested to kmow that I picked up
a copy of Science and Immortality.1904 ed. (River-
gide Press),at a second-hand bookseller's last week,
I have a copy in the paper edition of 1918 by
Constable; but naturally I treaure the earlier
edition more., There is a bookseller in New York,
Schuman,I believe,who is said to specialize in
Osler items, His advertisement appears in the
N.Y.Times Book Review ; perhaps you know him,
I trust that everything goes well with you,and that
you have had an enjoyable vacation, The snnual

Fair is in full swing here and brings many visitors
to the city.

With kind regards,believe me

Sincerely yours,

wm:—w«/(y(yatz
Dr,W.W,Francis
Librarian,0sler Library,
McGill University



WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

January 28,1944,

Dear gsirs:

I should like to know whether you can furnish
-~ me with a copy of fhe Journal,issue 30,}934,?5?,
gt bt containing Dr.T.W.H.Cameron's paper entitled"Sir
i William Osler--Parasitologist"; also a copy of
p December 1938 (I think) P.313,presenting the
5,(Huf““ voration--the fourth--of Sir Humphry Rolleston
Aot F.| on "Sir William Osler: The last phase (1905-19):
His Influence on Medicine as a Whole, "

For your information I may say that I am
engaged on a study of the relation of Sir William
to veterinary medicine,and desire to have whatever
material may be available dealing with this phase

of his professional life. Itshould net be necessary
for me to iaformwyoupzwsuppose

Faithful ly‘yours A

To the Publishers

TheCanadian Association Medical Journal
Mbntreal,P.Q.,Canada
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WILLIAM COLGATE /
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

February 7,1944.

Dear Doctor Francis:

efreshing to get a note such as yours.
Altigugish;d 1 sus;écted when I wrote to the Jourr_xjsz.(l1
that the work of supplying the needed material wou
fall upon you,I might have hesitated., You doubtless
have your hands full without beil'lg furthc::»r burdened
with commissions from me., Still it was nice of you
to send me the Rolleston @ration and a copy of Elmer
Smith's papae,The Impress of Books Upon Life,both
of which arrived today, And if mere thanks can be

construed as anything like adequate payment for
such kindness,be assured you have mine,

The Note on the Early ﬁistory of Veterinary Science
in Canada I already have: thanks to the generosity of
Dr.Charles Mitchell,who has been most helpful in put-
ting me in the way of relevant material I might other-
wise have lacked., So in this instance at least I shall
have to take the will for the deed,and content myself
with thanking jou for your kind offer, However,I shall

welcome the article by Dr. Cameron when it arrives,
no matter in whet guise it comes,

Meanwhile I am happy to learn that your daughter
has safely started on her medical course, It may be,
in course of time,she will be able to do something
for veterinary science,as her illustrious relative

before her, and thus satisfy to the benefit of both
a dual ambition,



Forbes,the veterinarian,is now stationed as officer
in charge of supplies (R.C.A.S.C.) attached to the
R.C.A.F, Technical Training School at St.'hqmas. Due
to a rather low medical category (He is suPJect to re-
current attacks of hay fever,though otherwise normal.
the likelihood of his being able to join his brothers
oversea &g rather remote, in consequence,he is inclined
to be restless;for though engaged in essential work,
he feels somehow as if he were merely marking time.

He had in mind a postgraduate course in the States;
but the authorities are virtually permitting no one,
except undergraduates and scholarship holders,to cross
the line, A question of now or never,I suppose.

I hope to be able to get down to Montresl one day
and bring the the Calendar of 1887 T.C.S. to add to your
collection, You remember I am sure that on one of my
previous visits,it was promised you, Incidentally,

a new book of mine on Canadian Art,dealing with its
Origin and dvelopment has just been issued by Ryerson.
Dr.Lomer ought to have a copy soon,if indeed he has not
one already, I mention this in Passing to indicate, in
pa?tf my readiness to engage in another piece of ¢
Z;;tigfé Ifcould stand a longer recess really;but

8 ol rest,any more than of peace,thege days ?

With all good wishes ang kind regards,believe me

Sincerely yours,
L
AN

(J AN L Aanas

Dr.W.W.Franecis
Megila Uhiversity



WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

March 21,1945,
Dear Doctor Francis:

I am sending you a slight essay of mine touch-
ing on the work of Brown and Gilmore,first printers
of Quebec,on the off chance that it may have some-
thing of interest for you. It foes to you with my
‘ompliment§, At the same time I have to thank you

for a copy of Vienna After Thirty-four ¥ears,which

I am happy to add to my collection of Osleriana,
It was good of you to think of me in this connection.
I have already thanked Dr.Pratt for his kindness
and have mailed him a copy of the Brown and Gilmore
item as a tokeni@fatitude. .

I plan to visit Montreal before long,either in
May or June,I am not sure which,when I shall have

pleasure in handing the Calendar to you for safe-



keeping.If patience is a virtue you surely have
earned your reward. Wwith all good wishes %o you and
yours, believe me as ever

Sincerely yours,

» ¥

T P rtﬁ,&c

Pe.W.W.Francis
osler Library
MeGill University

You are familiar no doubt with Langdon-Brown's
gggyiigg.ggg'ggg, a series pf collected addresses,
published in 1939 by Longmans,Green. It contains
a chapter on §ir Williem; as does also & books of
essays and reviews called Woodcuts,by Sherman, 15y
you lack one or both,}et me know,and I'11 see to it
that $he gap ihcyour shelves is filled, Woodcuts is
out,but it is really a short-term loan callable at
any time., The other volume I have at hand., My son,

Forbes,you may care to know,is out of the army for

ysical reasons,and is now taki
g.% the Unlversit’y, He tries h?.‘s géayn%esgai%}%.y.cﬁe



OSLER LIBRARY,
9 April, 1945,

William Colgate, Hsq.,
The 0ld Reectory,
Weston, Ont,

Dear Mr. Colgate,

; -1 am delighted with the "Label" and vastly impressed
with the imprint. Do you mean %o say that you produce such artistry from
the cellar of the old school? I've resisted my conscience, which suggested
that I ought to pass it on to the University Livrary, where they collect
early and elso private, Canadian printing. But the personal and 014 Rectory
interest justifff'me in keeping i%. Perhaps you could spare another copy
for the keGill University Library?

1 have the Langdon-Brown, but not the Sherman,
"Woodeuts®, which 1 hadn't heard of and must have. Is it perhaps by e
- Canadien bishop, who was axhabitue of the "Open irms" in his Rhodes no%ﬁolé‘“’
days? ;

I'm looking forward to your visit in May or June

and the promised Calender, and I'a glad to heer about your son, Forbes,
- Good lueck to him in his D. P. H. exams.

Yours sincerely,

d il B

. WWF:CD






WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

June 14,1944,

Dear Doctor Francis:

Better brace yourself for a shock. At long last
I seem to have the information you wanted on our
friend le bon docteur Jean-Frangois Coste,who,
incidentally,appears to'have been a man of consider-
able consequence,

With the assistance of Miss Poole at the Academy
of Medicine,I was able to glean for you the enclosed
;l%tei"i;l-"iékflyether it happens to be just what uyou
wish I can only.surmise., But if by chance I have
been guilty of a sin of omission,why let me know
and I'1l have another go at it.

With all good wishes and kind personal regards,

believe me
Sincerely yours,

Dr.W.W.Francis. At agsn / a'é all






WILLIAM COLGATE
THE OLD RECTORY
WESTON, ONTARIO

June 22,1944,

Dear Doctor Francis:

I must thank you for your letter and its
very welcome enclosure, It came during my absence
at -the annual bowwow of the Ontario Historical
Sociéty in Hamilton. This year the sessions were
held at McMaster where we were the beneficiaries
of a fine Scotech hospitality--open and‘ﬁnstinted.
Ha¥ilton,asldoupiless you know,is a pleasant old
town with an interesting and not uneventful history,
but it needs a new art gallery badly.hlts present
building is antiquated and far from fire-proof.
Its collection of paintings by Blair Bruce,a native
son,is the most complete and varied I have seen.

~Several of his canvases have a §588hness of. outlor™--

and freedom of handling that might lead 07/



guppose they were painted lately. On the strength of this

eXhibit,Bruce/it seems to me,really deserves much greater
recognition than has:so far been grented him. :
Your envelope,l noticed,bore the inseription "First
clags? a statement to which after having read your delight-
ful essay,l can wholly and heartily subseribe, For the
translation,why not tackle it yourself and infuse into
it,as &ou naturally would,a little of your own agreaable
personality’ Mat it would at this time De quite a chore
1 knowybut then I £ind most jobs worth doing are. v
If fate is kind,which she téo often aint,I hope
to get down %o Vontreal about October,when the weather .
is cool,the ale brown,and the.migratory visitor has
winged his way back #o his accustomed ha'nts, Ti1l then,

as Elbert Hubbard used to say,love and blessings ever,

Sincerely,

Dr,W.W.Francis, "”‘:;’_4_



OSLER LIBRARY,
14 May, 1958,

William Colgate, Esq.,
221 Belsize Drive,
Toronto,

Ont.

Dear Will,

That short name is "sincerest flattery®, For myself
I follow the old rhymes FPather called me Williem, sister called
me Will, Mother called me Willie, But the boys all eall me Bill,

Thenks for the offer of the Langdon-Brown, ut our
perfectly good copy, acquired three years ago, bears the "Book-
plate (typeg veriety) of the donor, Wm., Colgate.,® It reminds
me of Osler trying to donate a spare Vesalius, a hefty tome to
carry tc three successive towms, in each of which he found a
better copy he had presented some years before, After that he
went te the post office and addressed the super folio to an
ex-student who had just been appointed professor of anatomy
out West,

I'd love to have a chat with you, but I breakfast
in my dressing gown nowadays and lunch here on a sandwich in situ
end crawl home at 4 p.m. Four score last month, So I hope
you can drop into the Library where I always do my best chatting.

Hany thanks,

Yours sincerely,

*‘ W. Fl’mﬁia.

WWFsed



WILLIAM COLGATE
221 BELSIZE DRIVE
TORONTO, ONTARIO

7 May 1958

Dear Will,

Some time ago, you may remember, I mentioned
a collection of papers and broadcast#s by Sir
Walter Langdon-Brownz, a8 having appeared in
print under the title of Thus We are Men.
Sinee it contained a trbute to W. 0. you might
like a copy for the Library. The copy I got
xfrom a second-hand bookseller proved on examina-
tion to be a library digard, and therg&gre I sub-
mit it with some diffidence. But it:ﬁo, assuming
you lack a copy, until we can get a better,

About the last week or so of this month I plan
to vigit Montreal,I wonder if you could arrange
to have breakfast or luncheon with me, I am in
a mood for good talk -- you to supply the talk
and I the attentive ear,

Meanwhile my very best to you and yours,

Sincerely,

e

Dr W. W. Frencis

Curgtor, Osler Library
McGill University
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