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16 Story Street
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts
¢-Marecn 10,1957

Dear Dr. Francis:

Time flies, and I think you may not remember a solitary
searcher into the mysteries of Sir Thomas Browne at the
Csler Library in 1949. I had the pleasure in sbout s
week 's time of using the colléction of Browne materisls
which came under your care, and of Seelng many precicus
books Sir Williem Osler had gathered together. I have
never forgotten your kind helpfulness.

ehich time I have been
Christian College of the
I have completed the diss 5 ,
Browne's Pseudodoxia Epidemica," under the Iucid gi
Of one of Harvard's finest scholars, Douglas Bush -
is a Toronto man). It has been a struggle ito.get b

into the swing of research after five years-away, and

with the accumulated laglness of a tropical tour behind
me ! But it has been ag@emplished. The degree will come
along (from Radcliffe €ollege) in June, when I am in
England en route once ﬁ%rg to my 'post in Madras (for
another five-year stay).i I couldn't lét the chance to
tell you slipgﬁyiuptakgf"wfor I have "enshrined" you in
my preface, and I ‘am moSt sincerely grateful to you for
your part in Helping me along my vaye |

The studies developed ig@@ya‘coﬁbaﬁiéoh of subject mattr
conclusions, eriteria,fete., of the Ps. Ep. and Stephen

Satman's Batman uppon BaFtholome, His Booke De Propriet:
tibus Rerum (1582--a revision of the earlier encyclopedis

a comparison (along similar lines) of the Fa&, [BD, and
francis Bacon's Sylva Sylvarum and Historla Naturalis; anc

& study 1n some;détall off the contemporary eriticism which
greeted the Ps. Ep. as represented in the domitents of -y
Alexander Ross, John Robinson, Dean Christopher Wren, and
Sir Hamon L'Bstrange (the L'Bstrange material still rests
in MS in the B.M., where I used it last sunmer. to my de-
light). The thing sounds a bit of a hodge-podge , but it
has unity and was fun $0 work up. oo 2 i)

Y Barbara Gurd, of
the Radeliffe College HealthiCenter - I"H&ve beer 2
“often to get the numerous '"shots" tropics make ne Ssary”

and pre-salling requirements demand ' She was sweet about
finding out from her family in Montreal how I coulé reach

you.

5
e

I found out your whereapouts from 34

Lisatl for Englend May 8th, D.V. And I fly on to India in
June. I wish time allowed a visit %0 Montreal. My memories
of my 1949 trip there are vivid and most pleasant.

With all good wishes for your health and propperity,
I remmin,

~

Sincerely yours,
“Bertha May Cgrfgégg%UJ\g»

(India: Women's Christian College
Madras 31.)
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A-11 Mower Hall

Harvard University
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts
July 18, 1949

Dr., W. W. Francis
The Osler Library
McGill University
Montreal, Quebec

Dear Dr, Francis:

In a letter just received from Dr. Gordon K. Chalmers
of Kenyon College I have learned of your curatorship of The
Osler Library. Dr. Chalmers has suggested. that for biblio-
graphical purposes I might find a visit to MeGill profitable,
since I am just beginning a doctoral dissertation at Radcliffe
College on Sir Thomas Browne., I do hope such a trek will be

feasible, ; AT Aﬂ‘”97

I have in mind & series of gtudie n Browne's PSEUDODOXIA,
with special reference to the s and the literary tradi-
tion in which it lies. Dr. Douglas Bush of Harvard University
will supervise my work.

Is the Osler Library open for inspection during August?
I am currently in Cambridge, meking the most I can of a summer
on the scene before I return to my teaching duties at the Univers- :
ity of Illinois, .and I should like to come by and see the Browne :
material, if it is possible to do so, before returning to the $
Middle West in late August or early September.

I should gratefully value any information you cen shed on
the general subject of Browne materials available on this side

of the Atlentic. Dr. Chalmers tells me of the JohnFulton
collection at the Yale School of Medicine.

Very truly yours,

Bmt&m(y%u

Bertha Mae Corfield















DEAN CORNWELL

GAINSBOROUGH STUDIOS
222 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH
MEw " vOREE Cirryvy

November 29, 1939

Dr w w rrancis
Osler Library
MeG1ll University
Montreal, Canada

Dear Dr pFrancis:

At last 1 am about to start the large
painting of vr usler, having experimented with several
ideas in sketch form. 1 am writing you to ask
if you would help me to the extent of purchasing
for me a copy of the nhotograph of Dr Usler, negative
number 45,899, Unless 1 am misteken this is the
same one that is used as a frontispiece in ur cush-
ing's book; it seems to fit the bPose I need and if
you would be kind enough to do this 1 will be
happy to forward the amount as soon as I hear from
you., L cannot for the love of me remember the
name of the photographer in !ontreal who has these
negastives although I did call on him and take down
the numbers while 1 was there,

1l wish to thank you acain for your interest
and hospitality, and as soon as the nicture is
finished 1 shall send you a vhotogreph of 1t;

Dean vornwell
P s

1f there is any difficulty in the photoerapher
locating the negative and you can lend me a nhoto-
greéph for a week, 1 could have this copied and return-
ed to you in good condition.



DEAN CORNWELL

GAINSBOROUGH STUDIOS
222 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH
MEW  BORE  E WY

July 1, 1940

Dr W W Francis
MeGill University
Montreal, Canada

Dear Dr Francis:

I aporeciate your kind letter in
reference to the Osler nainting and T am
very happy that it has met with your approval
in spite of the red tie and the hat.

| For artistic reasons I took full advan-
tage of Dr Cushing's description of the "Days
in Philadelphia®™, Tle mentions the top hat and
red tie during the Philadelphia sojJourn, . Your
letter gives me the feeling that you fully under-
stood my nroblem which was not so much the vortrait
as recreating the rich locel color and character
of the old Alms Fouse around 1880.

The color renroduction of the painting,
which 1f 1% has not already done so, ought to
reach you very soon.

Thanking you again for your help, I am

Most si

ely,

Dean Cornwell

DC:cw




DEAN CORNWELL

GAINSBOROUGH STUDIOS
9299 CENTRAL PARK SOUTH
NIGE W o R e B e 1T Y

May 4, 1940

Dr W W Francis
1The Osler Library
MeGill University
Montreal, vanada

' = /530 cfq 4 L. ca.
Dear Lr Francis:

1£77 (% 45095
L enclose herewith the photo- st ’ b

graph of br Osler that you so kindly loan- /’J 7
ed me. As soon as we have the nainting St i 1m0 73
renroduced, which is in the hands of LR

the photoengraver, L will send you & copYy.

Al
rhanking for your help on this -
I am,

most sincerely,

PG ew



87 Jupe, 1940

¥r. Dean Corpwell,
ﬁﬁinsbaraugh Studios,
£22 Centrsl Park South,
Rew YTork

 Depr #r. Cornwail,

The fine picture of Dzlwr at ﬁlockley is
sejanraing hers this wesk in the Library. It is a dull tisms
of the year, but during th: 2-1,/2 days it has been on view,

4t has besn samired by more thsn B0 people, 21 of whom ceme

spucially to see it.

: ﬁy first imyr~saion wag good and ﬁﬂ@ wore I
Jook at it, the better I like it. Osler is ummistakeble, his
hesd very good, all except tha cyes, which dorn't look naturul
in any of his picturss. I think I told you that I never
believed in that rod tie: and I'm doubtful sbout the hsight
and color of the hat, which, however, is a vast improvemegt
on thst ghestly derby in the ghoto of the autopsy room! &lso |
sbout the wide-open, standing collars on Oslsr and some of ‘the
students, which were worn, I think, in the 70's not in the 80's,
I am no judge of art, but the shole composition seems masterly,
or, ip other words, plessss me greatly. You told me you were

- looking for nolor, and you have aarcessfully f«und - or created -
16, _ :

Thanss for your note of Way 4th, returning the

old ghatcgr&nh. I delsyed scknowledging it while axpentiag the
, r@graﬁnﬁtinn (in colors?) shich you promised.

Congratulstions op & difficult jab‘uall done.

4 > Yours sinserely,

Liks?
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