
MoNTR:!:AL, 28/h August, 1852. 
Sm, 

Being a candidate for the vacancy in the Medical Staff of the Montreal General Hospital caused by the retirement 
of Dr. Sewell, I respectfully solicit your attention, as a Governor of that Institution, to the following testimonials of my 
professional qualifications, with which I have been f,woured by its present consulting and attending Physicians, as weil 
as by others who have enjoyed the honor of these appointments. In the expectation that you may considcr mè not 
undeserving of your support. 

I remain, 
Sir, 

Y our obedient Servant, 
WM., WRIGHT, M. D., L. R. C. S. E. 

Demonstmtor of Anatom.y, Mc Gill College, Mcmbe?· of the Surgical Society of he/and, &;c 

TESTIMONIALS 
FROM 

DRS. HOLMES, BRUNEAU, HALL, CAMPBELL, CRAWFORD, FRA.SER. ARNOI,DI, SUTHERLAND, SCOTT, 
McCULLOCH, MACDONNELL AND SEWELL. 

From A. F. HoLMES, EsQ., M.D.E., Consulting Physieian to the JJ[ontreal General Hospital, Professor of .Jfedicine 
and Secretm·y of the Medical Faculty of McGill College. 

McGILL CoLLEGE. :!lfoNTREAL, CANADA, Sept. 28th, 1848. 

William Wright, M.D., a Graduate of McGill College, having resigned the Office of Curator of the Museum of the 
Medical Faculty, held by him dnring the last lhree years, in conseqnence of his intention of visiting Europe. I have plea
sure in testifyiug, that while a Pupil, he pursu~d his Studies in a manner to call forth the unanimous approval of his 
Teachers; th,tt he passed his final Examinatiom in a mannm· highly honourable to himself, and creditable to theschool; 
that he discharged. the duties of Curator to the en tire satisfaction of the Faculty, who regret his resignation. 

From his perseverance, assiduity and knowledge of his profession he is, in my opinion, qualified adequately to 
fulfil any ùuties to which he rila y be called, especially such as have a similarity to those in which he bas been already 
engaged. 

A. F. HOLMES. 

MOliTREAL, August, 25th 1852. 

On occasion of the vacancy in the Medical Board, of the Montreal General Hospital, to supply which Dr. Wright 
is about to become a Candidate, I need only renew the expression of my favourable opinion of Dr. Wright's generû 
qualifications and of his ability efficirntly to discharge the duties of the Office which he is soliciting. 

A. F. HOLMES. 

From O. T. BRUNEAU, EsQ., M.D., Consulting Physician to the Montreal General Hospital; Lectm·er on Anatomy, 
McGill College. 

MoNTREAL, 30 Septembre 1848. 

Je certifie que le Docteur William Wright, a suivi mes cours publics d'Anatomie descriptive au Collége McGill 
de cette ville avec assiduité et succès. 

Je certifie de plus, par la connaissance personnelle que j'ai de ce jeune Monsieur, qne pendant tout le temps qu'il fut 
élève du dit Collége, il fut remarqué par ses talents, par son zèle à être utile, par un travail constant et suivi à l'étude, 
et par une bien bonne conduite. 

O. T. BRUNEAU. 

MoNTREAL, 25 Août 1852. 

Ayant été en rapport avec le Docteur W. Wright, depuis son re tom d'Europe, je puis affirmer que par sa conduite 

èt ses études, i:l devienclra un membre distingué dans sa profession, ct je souhaite, dans son intérêt et celui de l'Hopital 

Général, qu'il obtienne la situation qn'il sollicite. 
O. T. BRUNEAU. 



From A. HALL, EsQ., M.D., Cvnsulting Physician to the Jfon6real General Hospital, late Lectu1·er on Ohemistry, 

llfc Gill Ovllege. 

MoNTREAL, October 3rd, 1848. 

Having per.sonally known Dr. W. Wright for severa! years, it gives me pleasure to bear my testimony to the uni· 
form zeal and devotion to his duties as a student of Medicine which he ev er displayed, and to the high scientific knowledge 
which he exhibited, when under examination for his degree at the Univefllity. Entertaining as I do,. a high opinion of 
his professional attainments, I feel satisfied that whercver located, he will soon win and enjoy that public confidence 

to which his merits so deservedly entitle him. 
A. HALL. 

F1·om GEORGE W. CAMPBELL, EsQ., A.M., M.D., one of the Medical Sta:ff of the Montreal General Hospital, Lecturer on 
Princip! es and Practice of 8-u1·gery, Mc Gill Oollege. 

MoNTREAL, 29th September, 1848. 

Dr. W. Wright, ha3 been well known to me, during the whole period of his Medical studies, and I have had the 
best means of knowing that his opportunities of acquiring a correct knowledgc of his profession have bcen extensive, 
anù that he has made an excellent use of these opportuni ties. Dr. Wright's ability as a student, his skill iu di.;section, 
and in the preparation of post mortem specimens, procured for him the Curatorship of the museum attached to the 
Medical department of the McGill College in this City. From an acquaintance of five years duration with Dr. Wright, 
I have been led to form a highly favourable opinion of his general character, talents, dispositions, and professional 
acquirements, and I can coilscientiously recommend him, as weil qnalified to fill any situation, where the services of a 
Physician or Surgeon may be required. 

GEO. W. CAMPBELL. 

MONTREAL, 23rd .. tÜtgust, 1852. 

I have only to adù to the above, tbat since its. date, Dr. Wright has had the advantage of perfecting his Medical 
Education at sorne of the most celebrated schools of Europe. That he bas received the Diploma of the Royal College 
of Surgeons Eùinburgb, and, since his return to Canada, has been appointed Demonstrator to the McGill College, which 
is of itself a proofof the high estimation in which his Professional abilities are held by those who, from similarity of pur· 
suit, are best able to judge of them. I sincerely believe, that should Dr. Wright be appointed to the vacancy in the 
Medical Staff of the Montreal General Ht•spital, he will dischnrge its duties, with honor to himself, and advantage to those 
placed under his care. 

GEO. W. CAMPBELL. 

F•·om JAMES CRAWFORD, E~Q., M.D. Su1·geon to the Nontreal General Hospital, Lectu1·er on Olinical Surgery, 
McGill College. 

MoNTREAL, llth September,. 1848. 

This is to certify that Dr. William Wright, sm·veù live yeat·s as my indcntured student, during which time he a pp lied 
himself industriously and zealously to the acquirement of a knowledge of his profession, and 1 have great pleasure in 
stating that he acquitted himself at his examination for his degree at McGill College, in a highly creditable manncr. 
During the latter two and a half years of his apprenticeship, he was appointed curator of the anatomical museum, of 
the McGill College, in which office he gave great satisfaction. 1 am also able to state that Dr. Wright's moral, steady 
and obliging conduct, gained the gooù opinion of all his instructors, as well as my own, and I have not the slightest doubt 
but that he will do great credit to himself in future years, by the knowledge of his profession he has acquired. 

JAMES CRAWFORD. 

MoNTREAL, 26th .August, 1852. 

I beg to recomme.nù Dr. Wright to tlie Govemors of the :Montreal General Hospital, as a person not only weil qua· 
lified to fill the vacant office of Physician to the Institution, but also one who would perform his duties with zeal and 
fidelity anù with hcnefit to the Hospital if appointed. 

JAMES CRAWFORD. 



F!·om WILLIAM FaASER, EsQ., M. D., Physician to\he Montreal General Hospital, Lecturer on the Institutes of 

Medicine, McGill Oollege. 
MoNTREAL, October 3, 1848. 

I have had ample opportunities of knowing Dr. Wm. Wright, in consequence of his having been Curator of the 

Museum of McGill College for sorne years, and of his having attended my lectures in that Institution during the sessions 

1846 and 1847-8. With rouch pleasure I bear testimony to the regularity and diligence with which Dr. Wright 

~tten:ded to his medical studies, at the examinations of my class, he al ways conducted himself to my entire satisfaction, 

and during the past session successfully competed for the prize offered by me for the best essay on any ruedico-legal 

subject. The paper he wrote on this occasion was on " Fatal doses of Prussic Acid," and has been published in the 

British American Journal of Medical Science. 
I consider Dr. Wright a young man of good general talents, industrious, weil acquainted with all the branches of 

his profession, and believe that if he is appointed to any situation in which diligence, attention, and knowledge of med

ical science is required, he will perform its duties with credit to himself, nnd advantage to his employers. 

WILLIAM FRASER. 

MoNTREAL, .Au,gust 26, 1852. 

Being calred upon by Dr.• Wright to express my opinion of his qualifications for the office of medical attendant, 

now vacant, in the Montreal General Hospital. I beg to say that the distinguished manner in which he acquitted 

himself as a student in the McGill College-The opportunities he has since enjoyed of seeing practice in sorne of the 

most eminent Europ:an Medical Institutions, and the experience which he must have acquired during the past four 

years, afford the best possible gnarantee of his fitness for the performance of the duties of that responsible office. 

W. FRASER. 

From FRANCIS C. T. ARNOLD!, EsQ., M. D., Physician to the Montreal General Hospital, late President and 

Lectu1·er on Obstetrics in the Mont1·eal School of Medicine. 

M o:>~TaEAL, October 3, 1848. 

This is to ccrtify that Mr. William Wright was my Hospital clerk during the whole perioù of the Fever Epidemie 

of 1847, viz., from June till October, dnring which he exhibited more thau ordinary professional capacity and assiduity 

I had the satisfaction of being present at his examination for the degree of M. D. at the University of McGill 

College in May last, on which occasion he displayed a knowledge of his profession and a classical attainment such as is 

very rarely mei with. 
He leaves Canada for Great Britain to further prosecute his studies, and I am certain that any place of trust which 

may be confided to his care shall obtain for him the esteem and admiration of his patron or patrons. 

FRANCIS C. T. ARNOLD!. 

From WILLIAM SuTHERLAND, EsQ., M. D., Physician to the Montreal Genl!'l·al Hospital, Leclurer on Ohemistry, McGill 

Oollege. 
MoNTREAL, .August 24, 1852. 

An acquaintance of severa! years with Dr. Wright n.llows of my unreserveùly hearing testimony to his high qualifica

tions as a medical man, to his unassuming manners, and to his gentle deportment in the varions relations of society. To 

natural abilities much above the ordinary standard, Dr. Wright has added the advantages of an excellent education, 

the capacity resnlting from patient and constant application to his profession ; and the experience of not many years, 

it is true, for he is yet young-but that which very nearly, if not fully, compensates for it-the judgment arising from, 

clear and accurate perception and just and assnred mode of thought and reasoning. 

WILLIAM SUTHERLAND. 



F1·om \V. E. Sc01'T, EsQ., M. D., Pltysician to the Montreal General Hospital, Lecture?' on Forensic Medicine, 1llcGill 

Gollege. 
MoNTREAL, .August 25, 1852. 

MY DEA& WRIGHT,-! have learnt with rouch pleasure that you intend applying for the vacrmcy in the Medical 

Staff of the Montreal General Hospital, occn.sioned by the resignation of Dr. Sewell. 

From an intimacy of many years, I cau testify to your diligence in the prosecution of your professional studies, 

both while in attendance on lectures and subsequently, and it therefore affords me great sati~faction in recommending 

you as being in every way eminent! y qualified to discharge, in a satisfactory manner, the important duties of the office 

for which you are an applicant. Sincerely trusting that you may be successful, 
I remain, 

Y ours most truly, 
W. E. SCOTT. 

To W. WmGHT, M. D. 
&c., &c., &c. 

From M. McCuLLOOH, EsQ., M. D., M. R. C. S. L., late Physician to the Montreal General Hospital, Lecturer on Mid

w~fery, N c Gill Oollege. 
MoN'rREAL, October 18, 1848. 

Dr. William Wright attended tbree courses of my Lectures on :M:idwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children, 

and during that time he was in every respect one of my best students. He bas now obtained his degree of Doctor of 

Medicine, and I cau, with rouch satisfaction, recommend him as a highly accomplished young Physician and skilful 

Accoucheur. Ilf. MoCULLOCH. 

MoNTREAL, .August"26, 1852. 

I have much pleasure in statingthat Dr. Wm. Wright, was as a student, distinguished by his intelligence and exam

plary conduct, and that during the yeara he has practised his profession in this city, he bas merited the confidence of 

his pntients, and the esteem of his medical friends. 
M. MrCULLOCH. 

From R. L. 1\IAcDoNNELL, EsQ., M. D., late Physician to the Montreal General Hospital, late Lecturer on Institutes of 

Medicine, JJfcGill Gollege. 
MoNTREAL, October 10, 1848. 

I certify that Dr. William Wright studied his profession under my observation, and that I have never lmown 

greater zeal and assiduity exhibited in the attainment of knowledge, thau was evinced by him, during the period of his 

pu pilage. I have also much plcasure in bearing testimony to his high moral character, and gentlemany deportment, as 

also ~o his superior professional qualifications. 

Dr. Wright acted f<>r sc veral months as u 1y clinic:J.l cie ·k at the Montreal Gene ml H,•spital, and I had in consequence 

most a;:1ple opportunities of observin:; his knowledgc of Practical Medicine-Diagnosis ancJ Pathology, which was 

extremely creditable to him. He has recently written ;t tre::ttise on Prussic ac1d, which exhibits great research, critical 

acumcn and strong reasoning powers. 
R. L. :MACDONNELL 

F1·om S. C. SEWELL, EsQ., l\1. D., lalo PJ.ysician :othe Mo-nt1·eal General Hospital, late Lecturer on JJJateria Medica, 

.Ife Gill Co/lege. 
MoNTREAL, October 2, 1848. 

Dr. Wm. Wright distinguished himself during the pcriod that he pursued his Medical Stndies in the McGül College 

by unremitting application and regular attendance. He took the fust prize in my class in the session of 1845·6. His 

moral conduct is uncxceptionable, and his character that of a gentleman. 
S. C. SEWELL. 



From WILLIAM STOKES, Esq. M.D .. M.R.J.A. &
gius Professor of Physic in the University of Dublin, <S-c. 

I havè pleasure in stating that Dr. Wright, of Montreal, 
did roe the honor of atteoding on the Clin ica! practice of the 
Meath Hospital and Co-Dublin Infirmary, in 1849. I form
ed a very high opinion of his profesional knowledge and of 
his zeal in the prosecution of Pathological Medicine. 1 do 
not entertain a doubt of his being well quahfied to fill the 
situation of Medical Officer or Teacher in any great public 
i nstituti0n. 

Merrion Square, Dublin. 
0frtober ·9, 1852. 

WILLIAM STOKES, 

FromJ, W. OUSAOK, Esq., .f.I!I.D., Profcssor ojSurgery. 
Trinity Oollege. Dublin, <\'c. 
l with rouch pleasure offer my most favorable testimony 

to the Professional merits of Doctor W. Wright. I have had 
free Professional communication with hiro, and have io my 
recollec·tiou the advanlage I derived from his remarks on 
Medical Subjects. 1 fee! assured he will be highly distin
guished in any situation he may be called to fil!. 

J. W. CUSACK. 

From ilR1'HUR JACOB,Esq, M.D., F.R.C.S., Profes
sor of Anatomy and Physiology, Royal College of Sur
geons, and one of the Surg~ons of the City Dublin Hospi
tal, <S-c. 

l have no difficulty in bearing favourable testimony to the 
professional character of Dr.Wright of Montreal. While rest
ding in Dublin, he attended my prar~ice in the city of Dublin 
Hospital, and while doing so displayed a praiseworthy anxie
ty to avail himself of ali opportunities afforded him for the 
acquisition of knowledge. From the knowledge lltave th us 
acqnired of his professional attainments, l can with safety 
state that he is well qualified to (hschar;;e his duties in 
either Hospital or private practice, with credtt to himselr 
and advantage to his patients. 

ARTHUR JACOB. 
Ely Place, Dublin. 

October 9, 1852. 

From ROBERT ADAMS, Esq., M.D., Surgeon to the 
Richmond Hospital, Fellow of the Irish Co/lege of Sur_ 
gcons, and one of the Presidents of the Pathological So
ciety. A.M.1. C.D. <tc. 

l have had the pleasure of knowing Dr. William Wright, 
When he was a Student in Dublin and attending the Rich
mond Hospital he was remarkable for his zeal and assiduity 
in acquiring Professional information, and he seemed to me 
so eminently to succeed in this, that should he be appointed 
to the situation of Medical and Surgical attendant in any 
large hospital, I fee] persuaded he will discharge the impor
tant functions of such an office so as to do credit to himself 
and those institutions where he received his Professional 
education, and at the same time prove berièfici;ll to science 
and to humanity. 

ROBERT ADAMS, 

Stephen's Green, October 17, 1852. 

Prorn PI.~E t<;TWOOD CHURCHILL, Esq., lVI. D .. 
M.R. [.A. Feltow of the College of Physic1:an.~. <\'c· 
1 had the pleasure of Dr. Wright's acquaintance during his 

visit to Dublin in 1849, and can bear testimony not only 
to his zeal and diligence in embracing every opportunity of 
increasing his professional information but also to the fact of 
his having acquired a great amount of valuable knowledge 
ànd to his intelligence and scientific attainments. I should 
consider him admirably qualified for an appointment to an 
Hospital, and I am satisfied thal he will not only fulfil strict
ly the duties, but that it will be his aim to improve both him
self and his profession. 

F. CHURCHILL, 
137 Stephens Green, Dublin. Sept. 27, 1852. 

From W. R, WILDE, Esq. F.R.C.S.I, Surgeon to St, 
Mark's Ophthalmic Hospital, Dublin, 1\-c. 

1 had the pleasure of Dr. Wright's acquaintance during 
his residence in Dublin, m the winter of 1849, during 
which rime he was a regular and most attentive attendant at 
St. Mark's Hospital. While in Dublin, Dr. Wright enjoyed 
ample opportunities for becoming acquainted with disease, 
and the mode of treating it, in the best medical and surgical 
institutions in this country ; and it affords me very great 
pleasure incleed to bea.r my testimony to his general and pro
fessional ac.,quireme11ts His conduct was invariably that of 
a gentleman, and he exhibited unremitting :r.eal and indus
try in the acqt,isition of that particular branch of medical 
~cience taught at the institution over which I presidt. I 
consiùer Dr. Wnght fully qnalified to take ci.arge of any 
pnhlic medical institution, and I am snre he will be found, 
in private practice, an acquisition to the locality in which 
he may be placed. 

W.R. WILDE. 
Dublin, 21 \Vestlanù Row, October 2, 1852 

Front JOHN HAMILTON Esq .. M.R.l.A., Surgeon to 
the Richmond Hospital, Exuminer in Surgery (o the 
Queen's University in freland, ~r. 

During the winter of 1849 I was much gratified to find 
among the attendants on my Surgical Clinique at the Rich
mond Hospital, Doctor Wright of Montreal. In my profes
sional intercourse with Dr. Wright, 1 had man v occasions of 
witnessing the zeal and intelligence he brought to bear on 
the many cases of disease submitted to his observation, and 
I soon came to the conclusion that a Gentleman so gifted 
would, when opportunity offered of practically apylying his 
carefully collected store of knowledge, not only become a 
good practitioner, able to alleviate the pains of suffering hu
manity, but one most likely to advance the Science of his 
profession. 

From Wm. BOWMAN, Esq., F.R.S., Professor of Phy
siology in King' s Oollege, Fellow of the College of Sur· 
geons, London, <Yc· 
1 have rouch pleasure in stating that Dr. Wright, of Mon

treal, while in London in 1849, was a frequent attendant on 
the practice of the Royal London Ophthalmic Hospital, and 
1 have 'every reason to believe him a thoroughly qualified 
and able Ophthalmic, as weil as general Surgeon. 1 be. 
lieve he also attended the surgical wards of King'~ College 
Hospital. 

WILLIAM BOWMAN. 
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REV. PROF. WILLIAM WRIGHT, M.D. 

ME0. LlL A.~CI-UVES 
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®bituaru. 

REV. PROF. WM. WRIGHT, M.D. 

Died, April15th, 1908, Aet. 81. 

There bas lately passed from amongst us a man who, ,at one 
time, took a leading part in the medical affairs of Montreal, 
and who was well known to the older men of the profession, 
but who was a stranger to almost all the younger graduates. 
His name may, perhaps, have been beard by them occasionally 
in conn:exïon with the traditions of the Chair of Mater·ia Medica, 
which he held for so many years in the University, but his 
memory was a mere name. 

Although on the list of consulting physicians to the Montreal 
General Hospital for twenty-:five years, and latterly the S"enior. 
consultant, but few even of those on the: staff of the hospital 
knew of his existence. Y et he was attendîng surgeon and 
physician for thimy years, and formerly did much good work 
in the hospital, being regarded as a most advanced and excellent 
teacher. He performed many operations successfully, which, 
at that time, were considered unusual and bazardons, especially 
cases of liga.t'ure of the great vessels at the root of the neck 
for aneurysm. 

Dr. Wright, during the thirty years he was a professor in the 
Medical Faculty of McGill university, taught many of the 
older medical men throughout the country. When in his prime 
he was a very able lecturer and was much admired for the 
purity of his diction, the polished elegance of his sentences, and 
his great fl.uency. He exhibitecl a marvellous memory, never 
in his lectures using any notes. His knowledge of his subject 
was vast and accurate, and his great attainments won hïm the 
respect of the students. 

In later years, having retired from practice and entered the 
Church of England as a clergyman, he failed to keep up with 
the times, and his lectures, though good of th:eir kind, were not 
up-to-date, and caused trouble with the students who .had to be 
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examined on them. This. led to his retirement from the college 
in 1883, and to his being placed on the list of Emeritus Pro
fessors. 

He began his medical career as a pupil of the la te Dr. James 
Crawford, who was then attached to the staff of the Montreal 
General Hospital, and was professor of Clinical Med:icïne in the 
University. Dr. W11ight graduated wïth the class of 1848; being 
a few months under the r"quired age of twenty-one, he went 
abmad for sorne two years, spending his time chiefly in Dublin, 
London, Paris and Edinburgh, in which latter place he passed the 
examination for the L.R.C.S. Returning to Canada, he almost 
immediately became connected with the Medical Faculty of 
McGill, first as Demonstrator of Anatomy and Curator of the 
Museum, and la ter as professor of Medical Jurisprudence, and 
in 1854 as professor of Materia Jl.fedica and Therapeutïcs, a 
position which he held for twenty-nine years. For many years 
also he w.as the librarian of the college. He was an attending 
physician and surgoon to the Montre!ll GeneTal Hospital for 
thirty-one years, retïring in 1883. For six years (1854-1860) he 
edited, with the late Dr. D. C. McCallum, the Medical Chroni
cle, and in this journal published many papers, chiefly on thera
peutics. About this time he wrote an elaborate article on the 
treatment of innominate aneurysm, citing a case of his own 
treated by ligation of the common carotid. The aneurysm 
tumour solidified and the case was quoted in all the surgeries 
of that date, and appeared in Erichsen's Surgery as late as 1869. 

Professor Wright was the last of the men who for twenty-five 
years, between 1850 and 18')'5, did so rouch to brïng up the 
standard of the Medical Faculty of the University by their 
teaching in the college and their excellent clinical work in the 
hospital; men such as Geo. W. Campbell, Wm. Fraser, R. P. 
Howard, Geo. Fenwick, D. C. McCallum and Robt. Craik
men of wide learnïng, strong individuality, and great enthusi
asm, who impressed themselves on the students they educated. 
For sorne years past Prof essor Wright has led a very retired 
life, not being in good health, having had a stroke of paralysis 
sorne two years .ago. 'l'he wrïter has visited him often during 
these past few years and has been rouch entertained by the fund 
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of information he dispensed regarding medical Montreal fifty 
years ago and the history of the McGill Medical Faculty. 

Dr. Wright had a caustic tongue, a pretty wit, and a great 
command of language, never using a short word when he could 
use a long one. His disposition was most sensitive and retir
ing coupled with th·e strictest sense of honour. He often per
formed acts of kindness of which but little was known, and he 
rouch appreciated any little attentions shown him. He was 
a widower, having married Miss Margaret Harbeson of Quebec, 
in 1864, and leaves two sons, both clergymen of the Church 
of England. 

This fragmentary notice may very properly be concluded by 
a quotatïon from an address given by him to the students in 
1872, on the opening of the then new medical college, in the 
college grounds, and which can be applied to himself: 

" Let your life be as a sun of wisdom shining out upon the 
world to which your influence extends; let it be unsullied 
by a cloud of suspicion against your worth and sincerity; and 
when the crimson of the sunset sky paints the evening, when 
you shall no more go forth to work, then in the~ night that fol
lows the bright stars that have treasured up the light of the 
past will shine forth to welcome you home to the 'mountain 
of myrrh and the hill of frankincense.'" 

F. J. S. 
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REV. P;ROF. WM. WRIGHT, M.D. 

Died April tSth, l908, Aet. St. 
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