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FACULTY OF MEDICINE ﬂ’ﬁ

Dr. We W, Francis,
Osler Library.

Dear Dr. Francis,

I am sending you, herewith, some extracts from the
journal of Griffith Evans, M.R.C.V.S.,M.De,CeM.(McGill), ete.,
which have been sent to us by his daughter, Erie Evans, through
Dr. Co F. Martin.

Dr. Griffith Evans graduated from McGill in 1864, and
died at the age of 100. There are some very interesting details
of resurrectionist activities at MeGill in 1862, as well as details
of medical practice in this distriet at that time. I think these
should be kept in our archives.

Yours sincerely,
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COPY of Entries in an old Journal of

Griffith Evans M.R.C.V.S.,(Eng).M.D., (McGill). D.Sc.iom. C(Wales).

beginning when stationed at Woolwich.

1861 June 9. Sunday morning about 8 a.m. Mr Williamson
(Principal Veterinary Surgeon Army) sent for me in great haste

to sav he had been informed late last night from the War Office

- C

that the 4th Battery of the 4th Brigade Royal Artillery was
being sent to Canada immediately, that he must name a
Veterinary Surgeon fit to go with it, and he said to me

"You are the man". He did not know exactly what "immediately"
meant, but it will be very soon and L must be ready. I thanked
him, then went to fulfil previous engagements for the day.

1st. to the Welsh Cymanfa at Poplar where I heard excellent
sermons morning and afterncon. Went on tec Greenwich and had
tea with Stoneham, went to Blackheath to meet Gardiner and had
supper with his family. It was 11 p.m. when I returned to
Barracks and was told by Goodeve we were to march from Aldershot
next Thursday, where the battery is now.

June 10. Went to the Royal Lorse Infirmary early, saw my

cases, made up my case hooks, arranged for medicines and

ins truments to take with me to Canada. Afterwards reported
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myself to the Col: who promised to obtain for me a
provisional route to go to Aldershot from the General as

no order for it had come from the War O0ffice. I did lots

of other things and went to bid wen. Sir Richard Davies
good-bye. ie told me he would not give me the route until
he had been officially informed from the War Office that T
was to go: they had no business he said, to order an officer
out of the garrison without informing him first, he would
teach them that lesson. After I represented the inconvenience
I might be put to by delay he ordered a telegram to the
Horseguards asking whether I was to go to Canada. As I
wanted to go to London on other business, I went direct to
the War Office to expedidte the business. The order was
made in my presence and I was assured General vacres would
receive it in a few hours. I did business at many places in
London and returned to Woolwich by 8 p.m. - wrote letters,
made up and packed all papers, books, clothes, etc. which
kept me busy until after midnight.

June 11. %ot up early to finish packing. Stoneham came

to breakfast with me. I had to g0 again for my tHoute - it
ought to have been forwarded to me. Major Field forgot to
do so. After that T had to go for the forage and lodging

allowances for self and servant. No time to call on friends

—







T

Boylin Campbell and others. Called on Hutchinson yesterday
i got in time for the noon train with my horse and groom,
but my valet and baggage were a minute late, so they had to
follow by next train for Aldershot x x x
June 17. Marched with the battery out of Aldershot. T

was not there bhefore. It is an extensive waste sandy,
gravelly district in the middle of a rich fertile country,
where thousands of soldiers of every branch of the Army are
encamped for military drills from the most simple to the most
complicated X X X

Yyesterday (Sunday) I visited the tomb of William Cobbett
and his birthplace at rarnham because I am much indebted to
him for what I have read in his books and what my father
told me of him.

We marched today to Reading 20 miles from Aldershot. x x X

June 19. Marched from ‘Abingdon to Woodstock - 14 miles {
through Oxford. So0il clay on Lime. I picked up several
good foisils one excellent oolite. About 2 miles bheyond
Oxf'ord we came to the top of a hill, where all at once we
saw that city of palatial colleges and churches beneath, and
the land flat and undulated, woody as far as we could see -
it reminded me of the Crusaders when they came first in view

of Jerusalem - the effect would have been better if the sun







had not been so clear, it was uncommonly hot.

Woodstock is a small country town of about 2,000
population on the border of Blenheim Park, the seat of
the Duke of Marlborough. The Park isabout 12 miles
circumference, the gardens and pleasure grounds about
200 acres. The mansion is reputed to be one of the most
magnificent piles of architecture in the kingdom and it
contains one of the best collections of paintings and of
tapestry. The tapestry overhanging the walls represent
the battles of Blenheim and others in which the old Duke
comnmanded and for which his country gave him this estate
with £5,000 a year to keep it up for his family, heirs
for ever out of the Post 0Office Revenue. lMajor Penn
obtained a special permit for us, the officers of the
battery to see the place. 1In one room there is a large
collection of old china of historical interest: among
them is a teapot used by Uliver Cromwell, it will hold
about 14 to 2 pints x x x a 1lion sits on the 1lid.

June 22. Marched Warwick to Birmingham 20 miles. Soil

of the country slightly more fertile. The last 40 miles
of our road was remarkably pleasant for a march several
yards of green grass on each side, and fine timber trees

along both sides nearly all the way, seats often for weary
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1861

walkers - it was a long, long, avenue.
Xde X

we have concluded our road march and proceed on Monday
night by train to Liverpool for embarkation.

Marching is pleasant in fine weather, starting each
day between 6 and 7 a.m. horses walk at the rate about 3
miles per hour, it is interesting to obhserve the various
superficial aspects of the country, natural and artificial
and to think of its relations with the various characters

of the subsoils.
X ¥.x

I observed that the horses which had been billetted in
close badly ventilated stahles overnight perspired sooner
and much more on the march next day then the horses billeted
in freely ventilated stables did. This was regular all along.

A
June 28. 10 p.m. marched through the town to the Railway
Station - the Band of the Royal Irish Dragoon Guards playing
ahead of us - there was an immense crowd they gave us a
tremendous cheering.
June 24 Arrived at the Edge Hill Railway Station, Liverpool
about 4 a.m. A rough wet nasty morning and we had to wait
there until 10 a.m. We marched through Liverpool to the

Landing Place. Though the rain had ceased for some hours it
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1861

was windy, and the river so rough that the boatmen would

not take us to the Great Eastern until 3 p.m. - the horses
had nothing to eat in the meantime. When the steam boat

came for us the horses walked on to it from the landing stage
and when we got aside the Great LEastern they were hoisted up
one after another up to its deck where good stables had been
prepared for them. No accident happened.

June 25 x x x I took then round to see all they could of
its wonderful construction, its large comfortable cabins,
saloons, etc*, etc., the largest and most wonderful ship ever
built for "Noah's Ark" is doubtful.

June 27. Weighed anchor at noon, steamed down the river -
immense crowds of people on both sides were looking at us

on the banks and on boats, special steamers for sight-seers

going a long way with us, but not out of the river. I

*

searched for M-- and A-- with fieldglass, failed to see

them - I know they were there somewhere x X X

June 29 - x x x Going at the rate of 12% Knots an hour.
Consumes about 300 tons coal daily. Weather foggy. Ship
answers to helm - steers much better during night than during
day because the people are all helow, excepting the necessary
night watch on deck, and I am told her steering varies

considerably during the day because the men move about. The







T
1861

horses are taken out of their stables and exercised to and
fro on deck for an hour each day. What was never done on
ship before because no OtheP-WuS large enough. VWe have

100 horses of our battery and 6 horses of the Officers 60th
Rifles all exercised at once.

June 30. Sunday: Church service on deck at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.
also in the Ladies Saloon at 7 p.m. g@pégin Williams a
stickler for church regulations of religion. At 8 p.m. the
Rev. -- Hammond, a private passenger returning toe America
who distinguished himself as leader in the recent Scotch
Revivals had permission of the Colonel commanding to address
the men on deck, his manner was suitable to them free and
easy they were allowed to smoke when he addressed them, he
sang several times in course of his speech - popular airs to

religious words - in which the men joined heartily. After

he returned the soldiers continued to sing hmerms until two
infantry officers irritated by the unconventional form of
religion told them to stop and disperse. I could see the men |
felt indignant and suppressed it, they had to obey, though

the officers had no right to interfere. I told them so, what

the men could not.

July 1. Almost a dead calm - the ocean as smooth as a duck |

pond. I saw on the horizon early in the morning what appeared
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exactly like distant mountains. I was astonished because
[ knew we were too far off any land to see it. The
sailors told me they were "fog hills". It reminded me of
accounts of the first voyage of Columbus to discover the
new Western World - he and his companions were several
times seriously disappointed in finding what appeared firm
land hills to be mere fog. About 3 p.m. we were suddenly
enveloped in thick fog - it took us % hour to get out of
it - it cleared as suddenly as it condensed. We passed
several flights of gulls. There are some gulls following us
all the way for the food they get and the refuse thrown
overboard. 1In the evening after dinner there were good
boxing matches displayed by the men.

iﬂll_z’ I was on deck at 4 a.m. when we passed close by a

Cunard Mail S.S. the "Arabia" returning from Boston to

Liverpool and the 8hip Officer told me we would have run
her down certainly if the fog had not cleared just in time.
It was really a wonderful escape. I was at our bow when
she passed so close in front that I thought I might be
almost able to jump down to her deck. She is reck®ned one
of the big passenger ships but she was very small compared
with ours and it surprised me in looking down upon her.

w \
Our sailors expressed great relief when they say her cleared
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off our line. They told me we very nearly struck another
ship @bout 11 o'clock last night. Our ship was so steady
I thought the waves were of no account until I saw the
Arabia tossed by them - it surprised me. If we cut across
an average sized ship we would not have felt the shock.
About 3.30 p.m. today we passed several large icebergs
but the fog prevented us seeing them clearly, it cleared
about 4.30, then we saw seven uncormmonly large ones all
about us, we were in a field of icebergs, the sea was
smooth, the sky elear, the air very cold. We passed
carefully between two of them, one about 60 feet above
water and about 90 feet long - the other about 20 feet high
and 100 long as they appeared to us about a mile off - the
danger of them is in the fact that they usuallyextend
much more under water than might be supposed from what can ‘
be seen of them. It was a grand sight , . . The fog
closed on us again soon after we passed the icebergs.
Sailors are warned of them by unexpected fog and a great ;
reduction of temperature. It is unusual to find them so far
south at this season, if the Captain had thought it was the
least probable we should see one on this voyage he would
have steered the ship on a different course to avoid the

risk: however now that we have passed through the icefield
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safely, and teust we shall not get into another we are
glad of having seen the grand ice-islands.

July 3 About 10p.m. last night there was a great cry by
the watchmaen "1light ahead" it created great consternation
of many passengers, it was rummoured we were going on to
an iceberg. The engines were stopped for over 20 minutes,
we were in fog and could not see anything out of the ship
until a light from another ship passed close to us.

Tt has been foggy nearly all today, it cleared up
about 3 to 4 p.m. then we passed near a sailing schooner
about 170 tons, full sails, it appeared very small compared
with our wonderfully large ship. About 9 p.m. we sighted
the lighthouse of Cap Race.
I recommended one of our horses to be destroyed this

afternoon, it was shot for hydrothorax.

July 4 Sighted land about 4.30 p.m. St Paul and Britton
Islands. I had a glimpse of Cape Ray, few others saw it.
We passed many ships and small vessels today. About 6.30.p.m.
we passed the "Lizzie Southerd", a ship of about 15,000 tons
an American, the first three masts I ever saw in full sail,

wind favourable - beautiful. I shall never forget it. The

fog cleared this afternoon.
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Iwo evenings since I was told there was a Comet in

view, but few saw it because of the fog until this night

which is clear - the comet is splendid near the ureat
Bear.
July 5. - Off the coast of New Brunswick - the waspe -

thickly wooded, primefal forest, with village settlements
here and there. I am told the people live mostly on fish.
Weather clear and much warmer than we had during the
voyage. About 6 p.m. the pilot came on board to guide us
up the St. Lawrence River to Qubec. MNr Hammond preached
to the men as usual 9.10 p.m. We sent letters by the Pilot
boat to meet the mail for England.

July 6. The banks of the St. Lawrence are beautiful -
we passed some pretty islands. Inhabitants all French.
Thick forest except the clearings near the river. We are
able to see farther inland than can be seen from any other ;
ship, because we are so high above water. The Village
settlements are arranged all on the same plan . . . of
course some of them are much more extended, with a church,
Behind every dwelling house . . . there is a much larger
building comprising the stables and sheds for animals and
agricultural implements. Each house is in a small field

or square enclosure fronting a high-way road running along
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near the river bank. The agricultural land belonging to
each house runs a considerable distance behind towards
the forest, the strips appear all of the same dimensions
separated by hurdles of wood, roughly made of tree
branches. The roof's of all the houses are iron sheets
tirnrned.

4tpimmmedt, silvery by sunshine and the effect is surprising
to us newcomers. The settlements become extended and
almost continuous as we go higher up the river towards
Quebec, but all on the same plan. The French Canadians
have subdivided their lands so much that there is only
barely sufficient cultivated land for each family, they
add to it what they can by fishing, hunting, etc. They
contrast wonderfully with English or Scotch Canadians in
that they seldom extend their settlement far from the
rivers by breaking into the forest inland.

Steamers full of people, women and men, sightseers
came down to meet us, and shout the first cheers of
welcome to us. The ships in harbour were densely crowded
as were also all the quays, docks, stages, roofs and every
possible place where people could stand to see us coming in
slowly to our anchorage. The cheering was tremendous.
Fireworks in the evening all the ships and houses specially

lighted. We dropped anchor at 7 p.m. having made the

,,
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quickest passage ever made. We would have been 24 hours
sooner if we had not the fog and vith that the fear of
icebergs. I saw more, a greater number, of pretty girls
today than I did in the whole of our march in England.

Soon after we anchored I noticed many small boats
and canoes about the ship with only the rowman or paddle-
man in them. One of our sailors told me they came purposely
to tempt the sailors of ships to escape there are such at
all large ports. Sailors discontented drop into water
after dark - swim to one of these boats they are landed
secretly taken to a public house nmade jolly drunk. Kept
there about a week, shipped off to another vessel - paid a
month's wages in advance, which those who helped the escape
manage to obtain and keep for themselves much more than what
the escaped sailor got from them vas worth - the rascals are
swindlers of poor sailors, but nearly all of them are 2
swindled so willingly, repeatedly as often as they get a
chance, sacrificing money due to them in the ship they |
escapedfrom. They are so thriftless and fond of public house
bouting.

July 7. Very hot we feel it more because we are in

still air compared with what we made on our passage. ‘

Chaplain Williams read the C.E. morning service at 10.30 on
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deck. All the Church of England men were paraded for it,

he stood on the bridge in his clerical vestment and
University degree bands, a soldier protecting him from the
sun by holding a large umbrella over his head. Ilie read the
full serwice but did not preach. I stood on the bridge too
and saw the effect, the men did not like it, two of them
fell out, slight sunstroke, all felt the heat too much,

only about half dozen men and officers responded. I told
him directly after, before leaving the bridge, it would have
been better to shorten the service by half, and deliver a
short inspiring sermon as part of it- it was all gammon to
read the prayers when the men did not join, it was a mere
formal mockery of religion. Ilie replied he thought it better
to teach by the prayers of the Church than by sermons, if
they did not listen to the prayers of the Chureh they would
not listen to a sermon. However Mr liammond preached to the

men in his usual free and easy manner for nearly two hours

this evening, there was a large gathering all voluntary and

all appeared much interested, the last meeting probably
Mr dammond will have with them so they thought. The contrast

between the two kinds of service was great. Several ¢ the

officers, about half dozen, who at first came to Hammond's

meetings for an idle curiousity of smoking a pipe at a

. L R
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religious service, thanked him earnestly this evening:

two of them, one the Brigade Major Captain Brook,
confessed in my hearing, others present, it had been the
means oOf his religious conversionj; he would devote himself
in future to serve Christ.

It is officially stated we crossed from Liverpool to
Quebec in 9 days and 95 hours. The shortest passage ever
made before was 11 days and some hours over. There are
42 hours difference between the clocks of Liverpool and
Quebec.

10th July. Wednesday - ... We the Field Battery,R.A.,

»

disembark at 6 p.m. today to be stationed at Montreal.

I went to see Quebec this morning, it is a queer place.
very narrow streets few of them paved. I saw no stone
pavement, all of wood, some are planked over. Nearly all
the houses are of wood. The people French. I saw
neither good looking houses, nor goodlooking men, nor
pretty women and wonder where the girls came from to meet
us coming up the river "Distance lends enchantment".
Newspapers report that all the daughters of the merchants

came to meet us. Merchant is the term used here for

tradesmen retail and wholesale. The houses are roofed with

™"
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trimmed iron sheets cut about the size and shape of VWelsh
slates. Everything is different from what we see in
English towns, not nearly so comfortable.

Disemberked at 6 p.m. at Point Levi. Started from
there ahout 8.45 p.m. on the uvrand Trunk Railway for
Montreal.

11 July. - Arrived at Montreal about 10 a.m. We were due
at 3 a.m. but delayed at many places on the way. I do

not know why excepting that it is a single line, ours was

a special line and we had to wait at some stations for

the regular trains to pass. The Stations are primitive
wooden structures. The country thickly forested primitive,
no plantation and very little agriculture of any kind so
far as I could see.

Left the nailway Station at 1 p.m. marched through the ‘

City to the old Cavalry Barrack. This appears to be a

large well-built city, many good stonebuildings, streets

Thnead
of them, stone pavements, roofs of wood or of trimmed iron

plates, owing to there being no slate quarry in Canada,
and the cost of bringing them from Wales.

12th July, Our men are in tents, officers in a house. All

of us could not get our baggage in last night. Major Penn |

and T had to sleep on the planked floor. We had our blankets

e —"
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and slept comfortably as soldiers should. I am told there
was a great shock of earthquake, uncormon for this country
last night, but T did not feel it.

186th July. This afternoon Captain Waller, the Brigade }ajor
took me for a drive round the mount Royal from which there
are beautiful views. He took me home to tea, and 1 was
pressed to remain the whole evening. Mrs Waller is good
company - has an open mind, they gave me much useful
information about this country and people. While I was
there a tremendous thunderstorm passed over - the long
rolling thunder was wonderful. I never heard such before.
17th July. About 2 a.m. we were aroused by the trumpet
calling the "assembly”". We thought it came from the camp
of the 47 Regt. The Church bells rang the alarm also.

Ma jor Penn ordered our trumpeter to call our men up and
fform up with guns and horses harnessed ready for action.
We knew not what. He then with the trumpeter and staff
sergeant rode to the City for information. It was a house
on fire and the alarm calls were for the Fire Brigade.
There are so many houses of wood and of stone with wooden

roof's, it is necessary to stop every fire as soon as

possible from extending.

"
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1862 Jan.8. (at Toronto). This morning I saw a wonderful

sunrise, rising on the horizon of the great lake of
untario. Before it the Eastern sky was of pale straw colour
which gradually changed to dark orange, the reflection of
that on the smooth water was beautiful. The colour changed
again to different shades of red, blue, green, etc. At one
time it appeared like a great curtain of every shade of
every colour. I was startled by the sudden projection on
the horizon of what appeared like the white molten iron
coming out of the furnace at Woolwich Arsenal, so that |

had to turn my eyes from it, so dazzling. I rany times

saw the sun rise on the sea and on land but never like that,
never that I could not look at it easily, the intervening
atmosphere acting like a smoked glass. When this dazzling
sun rose a little above the horizon it guickly hid itselfl

in or behind a cloud which appeared like a mass of clotted
blood. I stood there a while wondering and thinking why it
was so different from any sunrise I had ever seen hefore ...

25 January 1262. (Returned, at Montreal) Cot up at 4.30 a.m.

because 1| had accepted the invitation of Mr Walsh, the grocer,

to breakfast with him at 6, and at 7 start with him in a

sleigh for a long drive in the country. We had one of the

"
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most confortable of sleighs, two excellent horses tandem
and an excellent driver, so we might keep well wrapped
in the thickly furred skins, "robed”. It looked like
going to be a fine day when we started. The bridge across
the river des Prairies is of wood, roofed with glass
windows to keep off the snow. There is no bridge on our
way across the Ottawa River, but a ferry boat in summer,
and now it is thickly frozen. We drove on the ice bridge
and on to St.Sustash, a village 21 miles from mMontreal,
arrived there before 10, and remained there two hours.
We could not go beyond as we had intended, because Of the
great snow drifts, much more here lately than about Montreal.
A man took us about the place in a common truck sleigh,
there were five of us in it, and in turning too sharply
round a corner it upset, throwing us all higgledy piggledy
into the deep sof't snow outside the track. We sank deep
one over the other and struggled out, unhurt, so enjoyed
the fun ...

The sleigh track becomes hardened by frequent use and
rises by accumulation of snowfalls during winter it is

narrow so that the driver has to be very careful to follow

it or else he will fall into the deep sof't snow on either side
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After each fresh fall of snow, covering the track,
it is not visible, therefore branches of trees are stuck
along it as guides. After the winter is well set in, the
track does not follow the ordinary summer road, but goes
straight across the fields and fences from one village to
another. In some places the track is so narrow that it is
difficalt for two sleighs to pass each other, and the
drifts of snow on both sides are deep. ...

Snow hegan to fall today bhefore we reached St.Sutash,
with signs of coming storm. The first part of our way
back was terrible, the high wind with thick snow against
us. I do not know the temperature exactly it was near zero,
our eyelashes froze together soon. I wonder how the driver
managed, he stood up all the time to see the track guides,
he frequently rubbed his face, his nose and eyes especially
with the fur on the back of his mittens. It was impossible i

to see the track ahead in some places because of the fresh

snow and drift covering it, and the guides blown down. We

were upset three times, Mr Walsh, I and the driver, seats,
robes and all immersed in the drift. Once I went first head
foremost and Walsh on top of me, the driver a little aside -
the horses also got into the drift, but being well-trained

they behaved quietly. In the third upset I was below and my
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leg retained fast in the sleigh - some entanglement. T
felt sure it was going to be broken if the horses had
moved on, but they were quiet until after i1 was liberated.
during that short time of dread a great many thoughts,
recollections of my parents and sisters, etc. passed
rapidly in my mind ...

Before we reached St.Martins village we lost our way
twice, the second time we seriously feared we could not
recover it, neither Mr Walsh nor the driver could find a
clue - we were in a place exposed to the furies of the
storm. They decided to risk going in any direction rather
than stay, and ultimately we reached St.Martin, after
wandering an hour before we found the track. We rested
nearly half an hour at St.Martin to get warm - 12 miles
from Montreal. The storm was not nearly so bad on that
part, the track guides visible all along, and we had no
accident. We were cold and hungry, but arriving home safe
and sound I rejoiced in having had the experience. I

could never imagine what a long drive out on such a day

involved without the experience.







On the 20th August 1861 Capt. Barton and I were at
,acolle, a village near the frontier of New York State,
and made the acquaintance off the Peters Family who owned
a good farm not far from the village, and liveil there.
01ld Peters was one of the Scotch crofters forced to
emigrate because their landlord converted their crofts
into Deer preserves for sporting purposes. Both the buke
of Argyle and the Duke of Sutherland did so extensively
and notoriously hard on the crofters. I forget which
expatriated old Peters. VWe were most hospitably entertained
by the family without ceremony in their log house built by
themselves as immigrant farmers generally did when they
settled upon uncultivated land. The logs were trunks of
trees they felled in the clearing, laid upon each other
and plastered with clay to form the walls and split for
rafters to make the roof. There was no loft. The fireplace
only was of stone, at first open chimney like the old croft
houses in Scotland, but now (1861) there was the cormon
American stove for burning wood only of which there was
abundance on the farm. Coal was practically unobtainable.
The house at first was small two rooms only and the Porch

just enough for their requirements,it was extended by

rooms added as the family increased and more so when the
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son married and brought his wife to live there with his
parents. The old man gave me interesting accounts of

their forced expatriation and and of their settlement in
Canada, the details of which I forget and my diary for

the time is destroyed, but have a distinect recollection

of his telling me that with very hard work in Canada in
clearing and in cultivating the land he had become richer
in worldly goods than it was possible for him to become

in Scotland, and that benefit was much greater for his
children, but nevertheless he and his wife never ceased
longing for their return to their old home and associations,
their longing increased as they got old. Their children
had no wish to leave Canada they were happy all comfortably
settled. I did not see old Mrs Peters then, she was ill

in bed. Captain Barton and I were then heartily invited

to go there again and stay a few days whenever we might
wish for a change from Montreal to the open country. I
find in the fragment of my viary the following record of

our acceptance.

1862. 27 January. At 3pim. Capt. Barton and i started

for Lacolle to visit old Peters as we were kindly invited.

We crossed the St.Lawrence in a sleigh on the "Ice Bridge".







1861 - 1862.

[t was rather difficult because the ice three of four

feet thick had been burst some weeks ago, by force of

the arrested current, the fragments thrown up cumulated
immens ermounds like great heaps of rocks, the intervening
ice also roughened by huge blocks in every angular position
but mostly covered by snow. No good track had been made.
We got the train on the other side of the river and
reached Lacolle station by 6 p.m. Peters junior was to
meet us there but he had not arrived. The Stationmaster
told us he could not come on account of the great snow-
drift and added it would be very difficult for us to reach
the village, it was 1% miles off. We waited and Peters
arrived in about 20 minutes. Iie had brought his sleigh
within about a mile of the station, could not bring it
farther, turned it and the horse to an empty barn and
scrambled to meet us. We started along the railway for
about % mile because it was clearer of snow, then turned
across a field towards the sleigh in the barn.

Peters led us along the easiest line in his judgment,

the snow was nearly three feet thick where there was no

drift sometimes we sprawled to prevent sinking. There

was no moon but the sky was clear and the stars bright,
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they are clearer and brighter in Canada in winter than
they are ever seen in kngland. We enjoyed the fun. After
the winter sets in,Canada the snow is always dry because
of the low temperature - it does not wet us unless it
gets under our clothes. We can walk on it with socks
only on our feet and our feet will remain dry, the socks
will not become damp. After we got the sleigh we had to
walk sprawling along some parts because of the drif't snow
on the track too deep and sof't for the sleigh with us in
it. Wwhen we reached the lake we got on the ice-track and
so on to Peter‘s hLouse where we had a hearty reception.
0ld Mrs Peters gave us a real Scotch Highland welcome as
to those of her own clan though she knew we were Irish and
Welsh. There was no affectation it was entirely natural.
She is a great smoker. I asked her how many pipes a day
she smoked. She replied "Oh dear me. I dona knowa.
Whenever I feel uncomfortable or vexed I take my pipe
and smoke it off, and if I am more happy than usual at
Cana_-
any time I smake my pipe tooa. Some times, I eepa sleep
in the nicht then I get out of bed to smoke the pipe.
Oh, indeed it is a great comfort to me but a very bhad

habit I made for myself. The dochters tell me it injures

my stomoc and I do think they are quite correct, and I have
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tried to do without it mony a time but I always cana.
It is a bod, bod habit."

We had an excellent supper, fresh beef, fresh pork,
etc. T asked where they got such good tender meat in
winter and was told it was what they killed some months
ago, soon after the hard frost set in. As soon as an
animal is killed and ®gdressed in this country in the
beginning of the winter season it freezes thoroughly
then they cut it up,and dip the pieces in cold water
which freezes all over it forthwith giving it a clear
crystal coating, then they pack all the joints and
pieces in clean snow in casks and so it is preserved as
fresh as it was the day it was killed until: the end of
winter when it thaws. Some farmers have an ice house
where they store a large quantity of ice - it is walled
and roofed with thick layers of clay - non-conductor of
heat and cold. There they keep water cool for drink in
summer, and if they have not consumed all their frozen
meat what remains is preserved fresh in the ice house.
Jan. 28. Barton and I slept together in a very comfortable
bed with plenty of warm blankets and a furred skin

covering. The whole house is remarkably clean. This

is a beautiful day, cloudless and without a breeze, the

T







snow on the evergreen trees charming. Peters junior
says we shall have a good track to the village today,
because the storm is past, and the overseer will notify
all the farmers near to clear the Drifts, off the track,
Peters senior says that though it is so fine it will
change in 24 hours, that the wind will turn from west
to south, and we shall have snow, and possibly some
£

rain. He learns this from his observation of the "Barker"
on the lake.. The "BarKer" is a vapour or steam caused
by the sun to rise from some opening in the ice on the
lake. We had a tolerable drive in the sleigh this morning
as far as the barn we got to last night, the track was
not cleared beyond. We walked about the village, it
is a pity we have no "snow-shoes" to walk on top of the
soft snow. It is a delightful evening but old Peters
persists in declaring it will change soon. Lacolle
village is nearly as big as Towyn, all the houses are of
wood with two or three exceptions. e

I asked young Peters how the farmers pass their time
in winter when they cannot cultivate the soil for nine

months in some years - the weather being too bad for a

time before and after the hard winter. ie replied "they

i
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fell and lug wood and feed their cattle". I said that

took but a small part of their time, and he replied,

"Well, we have concerts, balls, etc. parties for enjoyment".

May 29. - wot up at 6 a.m. and found it a dull cold windy
and rainy morning true to the prediction of old Peters.

The rain froze as soon as it fell covering the snow, etc.

like a sheet of glass. I never saw it like that before,
wonderful credit must b%;given to Mr Peters for his keen
observation of the "baiﬁér" in relation to the weather,
there is neither barometer nor thermometer here. Rain is
usual with a general thaw about Christmas or little before,
but rarely at this time and never a thaw after December ...
We had tea and buttered bun at 7 a.m. then went with

young Peters in sleigh to several farm housgs on +the
boundary line of New York State, one was about % mile
beyond the boundapy . They and the people are much alike.
All the farm houses are built of logs, the trunks of the
tall pine trees they cut in clearing, a large proportion
of the timber houses in the village are walled with

planks, sawn out of the logs.

I bought a splendid fur skin of a large dog fox

from the farmer in the New York State for 68/- well dressed
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and dressed and tanned, so soft and warm ...

The road on track was tolerable, we had to get out of

the sleigh once only, on account of the drift and walked
some distance. In going the wind and several showers

of icy rain were against us - very cold of course, but

we were well clad and in good health, and was glad to
have the new experience of rurality. We saw no animals,
neither wild nor domesticated out in freedom. We
returned by 10 a.m. and had good breakfast. We dined

at 2 p.m. Afterwarssyoung Peters took us in the sleigh
to the station, the train for Montreal was due at 3.20,
but did not come until 4.30. Barton and I felt sincerely
grateful to the Peters family for their hearty hospitality
and kindness in taking us about to see the people and
country in winter-time ...

While we were waiting at the station a poor man was
brought in with his hands and feet frozen fearfully -
fingers and toes, and long way up the limbs much swollen
and green. Ilie was Irench Canadian but could talk English
sufficiently well for me to converse with him. Barton

talks French freely. He told us his home is beyond

Montreal, where he has a wife and children. His poor
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clothes show he is a poor man. HLe came here yesterday
intending to Zo across the border to see relations.

ne called at a friendly house in the village to get

warm, and was given spirits to drink, he proceeded ...
failed to reach his destination before night on account

of the cold, found an empty house with neither door nor
window to shelter. Then he sat and slept all night, his hands
and feet were swollen hard in the morning. He with much
difficulty crawled out, and was seen by some people who
carried him to an inhabited house. Iliis hands and feet

were frozen so hard that they sounded like wood when
dropped on the floor. They were then covered with soft
snow which melted gradually and in melting thawed the limbs.
That is the common treatment in the country. They became
blue and black, and then they were wrapped in flannel.

The R.C. priest was sent for who shrived him, and gave him
an introduction to the wrey Nunnery hospital - the liotel
Dieu at Montreal. Ie was carried to the station and left
there for chance, without money or other help. The Station-
Master said he could not do anything for him. There was

no one available to take charge of him. Then I took charge

of him, wrapped his limbs in my railway rug, and put my

T
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comforter, the one Mother gave me, over his head, and

I had him carried carried- into a first-class compartment.
It was evident he was suffering awfully, but he did not
murmur a complaint ... About half way Major Villars of
the 47th Regiment came in, he is quartered at Isle en Aux.
He told us the ice about there though over three feet
thick is apt to be broken when strong wind blows from the
lake champlain under the ice on the river, then it is
dangerous to sleigh on the track across the river ...

Two days ago he saw a smart horse and sleigh, with three
men in, crossing the river and they all at once sank out
of sight, they were all under water. The robes presently
floated, he felt certain all were drowned but firstly the
nose of the horse appeared, and directly after the men
floated,and scrambled on to the ice, it was a wonder they,
the three, escaped. People came to their assistance to
drag the horse and sleigh out, the sleigh was loosened
from the horse and soon pulled up, but it took three 3
hours to get the horse out of the water on to the ice,

and the way it was done ultimately is the one experience

has proved the most successful but for its danger to the
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life of the animal. [t is done by putting a rope tight
round the throat of the horse, choking him - he then
floated quietly and was pulled up on to the ice without
difficulty - then the rope was loosened off his throat,
he was well rubbed all over until he was dry.

When we arrived at the Montreal terminus, the
sleighman T hailed was good enough to say he would
convey the frozen man and me to the hospital and would
not allow me to pay him for that - he would take his
fare only for taking me from the hospital to my Quarters.

[t was a long sleigh suitable for the Patient to be
lying down - on a straw bed wrapped in buffalo skins.
The sleigh was shaken fearfully in crossing St.Lawrence
river, and we were upset once but fortunately, on my
side so the patient was not thrown out. We managed to
keep him in while we righted the sleigh. The traces
broke twice causing some loss of time for re-adjustment ...
the light of our lamp was extinguished. However we got *
on fairly well considering the state of the track.
The Nunnery hospital is a little out of the city.
We arrived there about 9 a.m. - rang the big bell, pulled
It is an immensely large

too hard, broke the bell rope.
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building, nunnery and hospital included, recently built
enclosed by a great thick high wall like a prison, which
it is for the nuns. We were for a long time knocking at
the door before anyone opened it. I told the portress
our business, she reported it to a sister who went and
reported to the Mother. A favourable answer came to us,
the great door was opened, we drove in to the anticourt,
the door closed behind us with a great bang and bolted
or locked. I cannot forget what I saw and felt then,
shut within this prison, fronting me an immensely huge
building, strong, solid, plain, no ornament but some
images and a large crucifix. It is night, moonless, the
sky and stars not so clear and bright as usual in Canada
when it does not snow. Snow threatened, mental gloom,
fronting me a flight of 25 or 30 steps to a platform
where I see 6 or 8 nuns, one of them holding a large
lamp. They have on a grey gown, great big stiff, white
collars covering their shoulders. A white napkin tied {
round the head of each like old women in Wales with
headache. Each has a black hood, and plaid apron with

pockets, a large crucifix hangs from the neck down to

the apron ... I was invited up to the platform, and




g iam . om—T ——— N s i —t s




there I told them all 1 knew and heard of the patient
emphasising he had a letter of introduction from the
priest who shrived him. They expressed their sympathy.
There were two or three particularly good looking girls
among them, pure and sweet countenance, good manner of
speaking, freely and heartily in English. I wished they
were somewhere else, and thought i would willingly risk
my life to help them out of that prison to freedom if
they wished it ... The patient was carried on a chair
up those steps and into a ward of the hospital, large
clean, warm and well ventilated. After unwrapping the
limbs they looked a little better than when I first saw
them. Iaving assisted to undress him, and put him in a
good bed, 1 felt gladly relieved in leaving him in the
tender care of the nuns. In driving to my vuarters my
thought was of the "dark ages" ...

30th January. visited the papient at the liotel Dieu.

ile was glad to see me and is improving, but it is not

certain whether amputation will be necessary. e

K
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In reference to the foregoing in my diary i may tell
yvou here that I never had a touch of my skin frozen
during all my wintersin Canada though I was out many
times when the thermometer was 42 degrees below zero.
Fortunately there was no wind when it was so cold. We
felt it much less than when it was about zZero and windy.
It was the custom for strangers meeting on the street
to look at each other in passing and polite for one to
say to the other he saw a frozen spot on his face if
he did see it, so that no time should be lost in
preventing its extension. The spot was known to be
frozen by its whiteness, and the usual way of thawing
it was to apply to it, dry snow of which there was
always plenty - or else to rub it gently with the fur

of a collar or back of a mitten before going in to a

warm place. People of'ten got frozen soon after going
out to the open from a warm house, unless they
prevented it by gently rubbing their faces with fur
until they felt the glow in the open. It was my habit
to do so with the back of my mittens. I was remarkable
among the officers for never being frost-bitten. I

attributedit to that precaution, to my healthy condition
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with good circulation of blood and lymph, and to being
a teetotaler. The effect of alcoholic drink in
subjecting men to bhe frozen was notorious. In the
early part of our first winter the sentries on

night duty were given regularly the usual allowance of
rum when going to their post, and those who did not
like it were forced to take it purposely to resist the
cold. A large proportion of them were frozen more or
less, and not a few were found asleep at their post
when the relief went round. Those were the worst frozen.
It was serious. Several of the medical officers
strongly recommended giving the sentries a cup of
strong coffee instead of the rum, which was done, and

no sentry afterwards slept nor was frozen at his post.
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8th May 1862. On Saturday morning the 26th April I

was riding my big mare on a roughly paved street, she
reared up, slipped, and fell flat on her side. I
loosened my feet from the stirrups and swung off or else
I would certainly have been crushed, probably killed
under her. I sprained my right wrist severely by falling
on my hand. I bandaged it and Kept it wet with arnica
water but it pained so much that I slept little that
night and the swelling with pain increased during Sunday.
I was very wishful to attend a lecture that evening at
the Nord-heimer's iall, one of a series being delivered
by my friend Mr Baynes, Secretary to the University

upon the Prophets of the 0ld Testament. I had heard the
previous lectures and was anxious not to miss one of the
series. Therefore I went early with my arm slung and
wet with the lotion, in order to secure a seat convenient
to get out quietly in the event of my pain becoming
insufferable without renewing the lotion. I could
hardly hold a feather between thumb and finger of the
injured wrist (the right). A little before Mr Baynes
commenced I saw a door open and a man entered who

appeared to me no other than Mr Wilkinson the P.V.S.,
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permanently stationed at the War Office, Fngland. I was
s0 surprised and astonished to see him that I felt
thoroughly electrified, as I had felt several times
standing on an insulated stool, handling an electric
machine, feeling my hair erect, etc. I prespired
immediately and felt a strong aura or gush of something
flow steadily from my spine down my right arm to the tip
of my fingers and return like a steady stream in the
same manner. After it passed through the sprained wrist

on its return, the pain stopped instantly and never

renewed. pefore the lecture ended 1 could press and
pinch hard with my right thumb and finger. Next morning
Monday,wy-righks the swelling was much reduced and i
easily shaved and washed my face with my right hand.

The man so like Mr Wilkinson walked from the door, up

to my seat and passed on to mne behind, as he passed

me T recognized him to be Dr. Taylor who officiated here

lately as P.M.O.

1862 Feh.2 - This morning montreal was immersed in a

dense fog with wonderful gaps. In going down

3t.James Street I could hardly see five paces before
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me, until suddenly i1 came to a place perfectly clear
for about 25 paces with clear, bright blue sky above.
It remained so for short time only, then it became as
dense a fog there as elsewhere. Farther on my way I
got into another such clearing which lasted only a
short time as the one before. I walked about the city
for further observation, and found the same changes in
other streets. I never saw a fog like that, so dense

with such clear, perfectly clear intervals in London

nor elsewhere.

I went as high on the mountain (Mount Royal from
which the name of the city is derived) as the track on
the snow would take me, in order to view that condition
of the city from above. From there it was a grand sight,
all the sky above me was perfectly clear, the white snow
and evergreen trees about ne beautiful, looking down at
the city the fog there was like dense thunderclouds
slowly turning about with clear spaces between them,
those spaces closing and others opening elsewhere, but
differing from storm clouds in that i1 saw the fog from
above on its sunny side. It was curious to see spires

of some of the churches piercing through the cloud fog.
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igh Feb. Lef't LenoxsVYille at 9 a.m. arrived at Melbourne

about 11. We put up at the hotel the proprietor of which
observes strictly the rule of never giving a drop of
alcoholic drink to any person who shows the least sign of
intoxication. In looking at some old books in the parlour
there I found in one a sheet of note paper with the
following itecipes written in good woman's handwriting.

The old landlady told me it was given her by somebody

who went about lecturing on Phrenology.

Recipe for liealth - &o to bed harefoot: pray three times

a day: and keep the bowels open.

8th Feb. - Slept on the sofa to ensure early rising.
Breakfast 2 a.m. Left the railway station 3 a.m. arrived
at Montreal 10 a.m.

The Country about Lenoxville and Melbourne is very
pretty it must be beautiful in summer, undulated and
woody, the land is in good condition, well cultivated.

At Melbourne there was a little man whose face

surprised us by its remarkable likeness to Punch and

Judy fame.

1
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1862 March 4 Major Waller and I went to Huntingdon

47 miles from Montreal. We had intended going by mail
train to-Lachim and thence by the Mail sleigh.

‘We missed the train by a few minutes, we were in the
station to see it start at 8 a.m. because of
interruptions on our way to it - so we had togo by the
next train at 9.30 a.m. which caused disarrangement of o
our proceedings the whole way. Arrived at -Lachrim by
‘10 a.m. had to wait there until 12.30 for the steamer
to cross to Caughnawaga. Mr and lrs Keith who are
staying with the General crossed with us. In relating
her experience of Canadian winter travelling she told
us that on one occasion in crossing a river on the ice,
it gave way. She sank in the water but got hold of the
edge of the ice and held herself up by it for some time
before help came to pull her out benumbed.

At Canghnawaga we hired a French Canadian to take us
in a common country sleigh, the best we could find, with
his pony to St.Martin, distance 14 miles. We had some
wind and snow on the way, but it was very remarkable
how quiet and calm it was in the bush compared to the

open parts. :

*
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We dined at St.Martin and our man told us his pony
was able to take us on without more delay to Durham,
a village 14 miles further on the bank of the river €l
@hateauguay: the track is now on the river hiaking the
distance over a mile longer unless we waited overnight,
which was not convenient and there was not good accom-
modation. We found the track on the river much heavier
than we expected, though we were told it was bad.
There was no other because the road on land had not
been kept open, closed by snowdrifts, and no track had
been made across the fields. We started well the first
three miles. I was then in a half sleep dreamy mood,
my eyes closed when the sleigh suddenly upset, throwing
Waller out and the other two also - the driver and a
man from Montreal we allowed to go with us. I held my-
self in for few minutes, until I thought the sleigh was
going to turn over on top of me, then I let go - flung
out and found myself knee deep in water. I ffelt no
bottom but managed to scramble out on to the track. VWe
righted the sleigh, got into it and proceeded. The pony's

feet penetrated the track, which was rotten, and he was

often up to his belly in the slush of snow and water.
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sometimes he had great difficulty in pulling us along
and then we had to get out, all except Waller, he had
fortunately not got wet when the sleigh turned and
threw him out - he feared the wetting then, and I
sincerely encouraged him to keep dry under the robes
because he was not strong and had a wif'e and children.
He is a good fellow. I like him. I and the others
got out into the slush to help the pony, more times
than T counted and walked along. I was really warmer
walking exerting myself in the water than out of it,
because my wet clothes soon froze out of the water.
Tt was night before we reached Allen's Corner,
distant ten miles from St.Martin, a hamlet of about
10 or 12 houses including a shop or "store" where the
man told me "a little of everything, not much of
nothing" required for the country district is sold.
gur good little pony was quite exhausted, not
fit to go on, it could hardly walk to the hamlet. T
was grieved for him and his owner. The Store-keeper
directed St Marie, the Montreal man to go to a certain
house to enquire for another sleigh and pony to take
us on to Durham as soon as possible. Mr St Marie is

a horse dealer who has good practical knowledge of this

——f__—-
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countryside and is a help to us. Wwe were inclined to
g0 8 miles round by land rather than continue along the
track in the river. St Marie found the man he was
directed to, before the stove, his trousers off,
preparing to go to bed, but he agreed to take us forth-
with to PDurham for a Dollar and half and preferred
going on the river to going on the land track, he

knew every inch of the river track. Accordingly we
went on the river. I was not sorry when I was assured
the land track was so obhstructed by drifts, it might
and probably would be worse for my wet legs than the
river track as we had experienced it. St Marie drove
the horse of our sleigh, the owner rode another horse
in front to shew the line of the track. Soon after we
started I felt so cold in the sleigh, though covered
by good skin robes hecause my treusers and socks from
knees down were soaking wet. I was convinced my feet
and legs would freeze unless I kept them in active
motion which however I could not do ég but in the
water as I did before our halt. Therefore I got out of
the sleigh and walked or trotted behind. Our guide

found he had mis judged the present state of the river,

——*-——-'—'
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he "could not see the track in front better than a
blind man", implored us to return, he would give us
lodging for nothing, declared his horses would be
ruined, probably we would all be drowned, etc:, etc.
Mr St Marie was cold and favoured complying with his
request. Waller was dry and comfortable. I was wet,
but kept myself from freezing by exercisem and T
really enjoyed the new experience and excitement of
it, determined to &o through it. The night was beautiful,
the sky clearer than-ever seen in Britain, moonless,
all the stars brilliant, the air still, all so
exhilerating I rejoiced in being. We could not tell
what change might possibly be on the morrow, possibly
wind and drifting snow, much worse to be in than what
we experienced in this river. Waller and I did not
like the hospitality in the power of our leader to
give us, so long as we thought we might reach lurham
safely if we persevered. ie and I agreed to persevere
and told our leader we would go on with or without him.
We proceeded he leading sometimes he got off his horse,

walked in front to feel the track better and the horses

were of'ten up to their bellies in water. We stopped
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many times, the leader in front and I behind walking
across our line right and left to find the missing track,
our leader bewailing, his voice as if he wept sometimes.
Incidents occurred which made Waller and me to be
in roars of laughter, to the great astonishment of our
two French Canadian companions, who could not understand
our fun, their protests made us laugh more ...
Tt was past 11 p.m. when we reached Durham. We gave our
leader 2% Dollars, one more than he had offered to take
us for. We intended giving him more but Mr St Marie
persuaded us not - the man expressed himself more than
satisfied with 2%. We had a mile of track on land from
the river to the hotel. I continued to run behind the
sleigh, to prevent my feet freezing. When we arrived
at the hotel my trousers were frozen hard, right through
the cloth, the lower half of the legs like two cylinders
of glass. I took them off as soon as possible or rather
they were pulled off me. They stood like two hollow
cylinders bhefore the stove until they melted. My drawers
and stockings were pulled off, they were not so frozen

because my legs and feet were kept warm by exercise.
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I rubbed my limbs well with flannel and borrowed
garments of the hotel keeper, warmed myself thoroughly
by drinking milk as hot as I could take it with eggs
and bread battered. I was hungry, slept soundly,
refreshed, and my clothes were dry and warm in the
morn.

P.S. - Note. I am sorry that I may add from recollection

Mr St Marie was so chilled by that exposure he never
recovered - returned home without delay - one of the
internal organs diseased I forget which, he never did

a day's work after, lingered for some months bhefore he
died. I think it was his fault in keeping in the sleigh
after wetting his feet and legs instead of exercising

as I did.

The explanation given to me of that very
exceptional state of the river is this:- In the early
part of the winter the surface of the river froze as
usual about three feet thick clear ice, before much snow
fell. That ice does not grow thicker after much snow
has fallen on it, until the usual thaw at the end of
December, then the snow melts and the water gets down

on the surface of the ice, freezes a new layer of ice on
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top of the primary, so thickens it. The dry snow is a
non-conductor and prevents the cold of the air below

zero passing deeply below its (snow) surface. The snow
did not melt as usual at the end of last year and there
has been an unusual amount of snow falling since. The
total accumulation weighing so heavily upon the ice as

to cause it to bend down in its middle - that again
causing gaping at the sides of the river i.e. the margin
of the solid ice cover separating from the river bank on
both sides here and there. The curve downwards of the
ice cover along its centre presses on the water of the
river which therefore rises at the sides and flows
through those gaps over the edge of the ice and runs to
and upon its depressed middle surface on which the sleigh
track was made in the snow. Thus then is the unusual
water of various depth along between the ice coat and the
snow, which water "rots" the snow so that the feet of
travelling horses pass through it. The more horses
travelling on it prulling sleighs the more of the snow

cake breaks and men's feet pass through to the water,

Though the ice has been down hollowed in its surface it

has not broken, so neither horses nor man can sink below
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the surface of the ice and the water layer between

the ice and the snow crust is not deep enough todrown
anybody not drunk. The river below is very deep, that
is below the ice cover. A new sleigh track is now
being made with a snow plough, clearing of'f the great
drifts on the bank of the river hecause the track on
the river is so rotten as we found it.

In the kitchen of the hotel, Durham, I saw a
"bunk" as I have seen many before in the country.
During day it appears as a rough seatle at night its
1lid is opened exposing a mattress on which two and

sometimes three persons sleep covered with furry skins -

"probes"”. The landlady Mrs Mac Eachern told me such
"bunks" are common in the highlands of Scotland.

Left Durham at 8 a.m, in a hired common country
sleigh for Huntingdon distance 10 miles. Farming is
good in this district. The land was first cleared of
forest 20 to 30 years ago by Scotch and English
Immigrants who were given the plotted farms by the
Government for nothing except 10 dollars for the
transfer deed, and an annual payment of Seignorial
dues, sSix penxe per acre, which had been imposed upon

all the land in possession of the French before the

|







British conquered them. The British Government then
agreed to let that charge remain to conciliate the
seigniors and through them the French inhabitants
generally. The farms were all plotted the same size
and shape side by side along the bank of the river

the houses at the end fronting the river, the unbroken
forest behind all. Each farm 4 acres across and 28
acres long, all the houses are of block, the trunks of
trees cut in the clearing, they were very tall pine

or ceder, the farms are enclosed by "snake fences" of
split trunks and the fields within the farms enclosed
like wise. The average value of each farm now is
estimated about £90 to f100. Some men now hold by rent

Sw L

or they own 2, 3 or 4 farms together, but the general

rule is one farm for each man of the ahove dimension.

We went on the sleigh track formed on the public road,

along the bank of the river which the farm houses

fronted. The country is undulating and must be pretty
in summer. We were upset, thrown out of the sleigh
3 times before we reached Huntingdon. We did not mind

that, the snow was soft and dry, the weather fine, We

enjoyed it.
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March 7. Huntingdon is a quiet country town with about

7,000 inhabitants, there are several sawmills for the
forest timber and grist-mills all worked by water power.
We went into them to see the machinery, nearly all the
houses in the town are built oftimber cut in blocks and
planks by the sawmills. We had charming sleigh drives
about, through cultivated and forest land, a road is
cut through splendid thick tall cedar and pine trees,
temperature of the air about zero, no wind, perfectly
clear, it was exhilerating. That was yes terday.

We got up for early breakfast this morning, started for
home at 6.15 a.m. by the Mail Stage sleigh with two
good horses tandem, on the river track again. The day
delightful as yesterday, clear no wind. With excellent
sleigh, horses in tandem, and driver knowing the track
and good daylight we got along surprisingly well after
our late experience of it. It was very difficult to
proceed in some places, but we had no upset. We saw
one country sleigh stuck fast and the horse nearly
submerged, he had to be unharnessed for relief. The

man and his wife with the horse trudged off the river's

bank. Our driver had to exercise all his skill in passing







that place, the horses were strong and well trained 3

There is a new Roman Catholic Church being built at

’ st Martin. I was informed today that every R.C. farmer

’ in the parish is obliged to pay one dollar per acre of
his land towards the building, and the man at whose
house we watered our horses told me he owns only one
hundred feet of ground in the village for which he must
pay one hundred and sixteen dollars to the building fund
within four years ... Eivery Roman Catholic in the
country is obliged by law._. The French law adopted and

‘ confirmed by the British in taking the country from the

\ French, and peace making - to pay %6 of all grain corn.

beans, peas, etec’ grown on his land every vear to the

priest of his Parish. That 6 is called the tithe which f

strictly means1¥¥i. If he formally protests and declares

before a magistrate that he is not a R.C. or that he was

and ceases to be and has adopted another religion which

he specifies, then he is legally exempted from paying the

"tithe". Nothing but grain, corn, pulse, etc’ is tithed

so that a R.C. who keeps all his land for pasture, and

buys all the grain he needs is not legally bound to pay |

anything for his church. All the "tithe" of the parish,
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1
the =_  of the grain grown is reckoned as the income of

26
of the parish priest but he is under religious
obligation to pay 1& of that amount to his bishop for
sacred purposes. The farmers moreover are under
religious obligation to keep their church building in
good repair, if it deteriorates by age, or is destroyed
by fire or otherwise, they must religiously build a new
one, at their own expense or else they are formally
excommunicated. Prostestants of all denominations are
not legally obliged toipay anything for religious
purposes. If a R. Catholic owing to adverse
circumstances is not able to pay the "tithe" to his
priest the debt accumulates with interst from year to

year - then sometimes the priest takes legal possession

of the property and sells it in an open market or by

auction. Last year a man owed the priest of Huntingdon

ten dollars, and would not pay, he said he could not

because of his poverty and other creditors pressing.
After that the priest found him in the church one day
worshipping alone, as R.C.'s commonly do, and locked
him in, refused to let him out until his friends came

and paid the debt claimed in full. The same priest
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actually horse-whipped some of his flock for religious
crimes they had committed. [t was not legal, they might
have redress in Civil Law, but then the bhishops would
support the priest and excommunicate them. [hey
preferred being whipped in this world by their priest

to being sent to hell by their bishop.

This is Lent, the time when Rloman Catholics all
over the world abstain from meat but four or five years
ago af'ter representations and petitions made to the Pope
he gave special permission of indulgence to all R.C. in
Canada to eat meat 3 or 4 times a week on account of the
cold and the difficulty in obtaining fresh fish at this
season. Moreover for their sake he declared that the
beaver should be classed as a fish.

Qur driver told me that about five years ago he had
a bad "felon" on his finger which had persisted a long
time, could not get anything to heal it until one day he
saw his wife give Castor 0il to his child and he thought
if it is good for inside the body it may be good for the
outside: then he soaked a rag with the Castor 0il and
appeared hetter

bound it on the "felon" and the "felon"
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next day: the oil was continued and the "felon" was
healed in 10 days after. Ever since that he has used n
nothing else for fresh and old wounds in man and beast,
always successful.

A clergyman who was in the sleigh with us, said a
man in a railway carriage lost his hat by putting his
head with it on, out through the open window, then he
immediately threw his hat-box out. His fellow travellers
thought he was mad, but his name and address were on the
box so he was sure their finder would send them to him.

We arrived at Caughnawaya by 3.30 p.m. In crossing
the river by steam boat it was interesting to observe
again the colour of the St.Lawrence river water proper
and that which came from the Ottawa river in comparision.
It was distinctly remarkable today, more SO than T saw

before, probably on account of more favourable light.

The two great rivers converge a few miles above here, but

they do not mix as one would expect they would - the

St Lawrence continues on one gide its clear sea-green

colour, all its tributary soils deposited in its lakes, -

the lakeless Ottawa on the other is dirty brown, they

flow alongside each other without mixing much for many
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miles down. [ collected some of the Ottawa river water
formerly, kept it in a bottle, no perceptible sediment
was formed, and was told the colour is due largely to
the form of minute atoms of salts, etc., refracting the
SIERE ..

The boat that brought us across returned with two
large long railway carriages and about twenty sleighs
loaded on board, the horses not unharnessed from the
sleighs and the passengers who wished remained in the
railway carriages. There is a railway laid along the
deck from end to end. The carriages are run in at one
end of the boat off the railway on one side of the river
and run out of the boat at the other end on to the rail-
way on the other side of the river. It saves making a
long and costly bridge. I do not know it would bhe
possible to bridge here, the boat serves as a detached
floating railway, so connecting the lines on both sides
of the river. Both the rivers after their conveyrgence
are named the St Lawrence only - the Ottawa name is

discontinued. We arrived by Rail at Montreal by 5.30 p.m. --
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28. 31. About this time (Crows come every

year to Montreal indicating the change of season.
April 9. First warbler heard.
April 18. First vessel of this Season arrived at }Montreal,
from the uwulf sailing with stiff breeze up the river.
April 22. Frogs croaking. Dr. Smallwood told us, at the
Natural History Society Meeting, that at a place near
Montreal the frogs cormmenced to croke on the 23rd April
every year for 20 years. That is I think wonderful if
correct.

My fresh water toirtoises commenced feeding today
fasted since 15th October.

The firstsship from sea arrived at }Montreal today,
the earliest for many years past.
July 5. Left lMontreal with the Battery for England in
the new river passenger boat "The Montreal" to Ouebec.
It is a splendid river-boat, has 113 Cabins, 350 beds.
The sister boat "The Quebec” has 450 beds and 120 cabins.
July 6. ﬁmbarked'ut Quebec on hoard the Indian Troop Ship
"The Crocodile" sent especially because i.R.H. Prince Arthur
is returning with the Rif'le Brigade.

July 7. 1In the Gulf. Insane soldier jumped into the sea.
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[ was on deck at the time - life buoy was thrown to him
to mark the place if he did not take it. The ship was
stopped and while that was being done the life-boat with
crew was lowered, directed to the buoy. The man was
found floating near it and brought back.

July 19 The Royal Yacht "The Prince Albert" met us in
the English Channel, sent by the Queen, who is staying
at Osborn specially to take Prince Albert to her. The

Captain of the Yacht informed us France had declared War

against Prussia!

~/%€?»210 Arrived at Portsmouth. Infantry disembarked.
91?7 o2/ Ordered to proceed in the Crocodile for the

battery to disembark at Gravesend.

vng 29.. Pisembarked at Gravesend. Arrived at Woolwich

by train 8.30 p.m.
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Deferred cable

Charged to Medical Faculty
August 6th, 1935
2:00 p.m.

Doctor Griffith Evans,
Brynkynallt,
Bangor, Wales

The Medical Facuf&y of McGill University send anniversary
congratulations and take pride in your achievements.

Dean Martin
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From Dr. GRIFFITH EVANS. T

37, CASTLE SQUARE,
CAERNARVON,

- /5 S ES

A €aq xfuu ) / 4 / X

Y/ 7 ' ’
74 £ K 2 v (Yo s U4

1\—? v ,/I ih i ?/ﬁ/{( (W v “ Ao
RS, e Y s D% sl s Gkl Ao Fatle. — Yoy
ALn 1> fra Aoale _/

a1 ot AP )

Afaa Ke ; AU akeopre * hega, /o Cclolraqs

Lo O Wo(a_y 2> é‘/‘&? Wt U o, s Ca .
Acrmn W;I EX LY et XLV maj/“a 45{ cea Leon |
Af/w//a/é(»y WV e o Vens, alen g 0¥ W/W

fg‘,»&g?d,z/f:{ ¢;’,3~.{'x,/ ,“~ >3 ’X - T, ”







T

AL L

\,); ; YK.L b/;év,?:o
ﬁ% $1ler~ /L ea.‘,g.” raa

~ [}
(IWASYN | \ - =
‘/L( Ki&’\«t/{—{‘f Z(/ ‘f’&"'ﬂ(y"<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>