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PAR? ONE  \
THE CANADIAN PERIOD

Chapter I.’ o
Bowdfead ane Dumcan .

: o1 ncl Meou
(§utq ~ 1864 Connty, Dype Gu b i K ol
o et NS G ol T o T
\« o &.t‘ ewn, M ton [7%
//A <} One of the old Canadian trails used by e&@lepepf—fnr-tnn;;l

_and Indian
led from 'Muddy York’(Toronto) on Lake Ontario to a landing on the south~-

eastern end of Georgian Bay bearing the name of Penetanguishené. This was a
matter of some seventy miles as the crow flies, but by stream and portage -
up the Humber, the long carry across the low ridges, down the Holland, across

lac aux Glaies (Simcoe) and finally by the Severn River to *Penetang'* - it
, Becon iy Tarituion ot
*Bhars\was the route to Lake Huron and Michilimackinac followed in

1680 by La Salle in his expedition to relieve Henri de Tonty whom he
 had left the year before at Fort

Crévecoeur on the 1llinois,

Parioagats

must have beeh so devious as to make the longer way round,by Niagara and Detroit

to Lake Huron and the Sault)seem the shortest way across this upper-river por-

tion of the original Province of Quebec.

Feompophss

ol"“% (o e e
Natural/obstacles, however,

are-most energetically attacked when a military

Gl So
objective is in view; Hemee, when Upper Canada was partitioned off from the

. 3 : '\..('
0l1d Province in 1791 and General JohnﬂSimcoe, who had commanded a Loyalist corps

during the Revolutionary War, came to be its first Govermor, with the aid of



)

his soldiers,the 'Queen's Raﬁgers,' he built a strategic road, or, more pro-
prerly speaking, broke trail through forest and swamp for such a road, in direct

line,\\ﬁ the thirty-eight miles from York to Holland Landing near the southern

( * "Lieut.-Gov. Simcoe's route on foot and in canoes to explore a
way which might afford communication for the Pur-traders to the Great
Portage, without passing Detroit in ease that rlace were given up to the
United States. The march was attended with some difficulties, but was
lquite satisfactory; an excellent harbour at Penetanguishene; returned
(ko York, 1793." (Note on contemporary map.) -

\A

arm of what came to be called Lake Simcoe, This road is now the celebrated

Yonge Street, said to be the longest 'street' in the world, though for many years

proyeclio

after it was ewt—threugh it scarcely deserved even the name of trail.;*:,

[ #"londay, Dec, 28, 1795, A rarty began to cut 2 road from hence
(York) to the Pine Fort {at Holland River§ near Lake Simcoe., Mr, Jones
the Surveyor says the Indians killed over 500 deer in = month,” :

' ~Mrs, Simcoe's diary.

During th#s war of 1l8lly¥gkb on land purchased from the Indians,
& rough forest roa Wes 6ut through from Kempenfelft to Penetangutshene]
Jake Simcoe bpeing t&aconnecting link between the two highways ,—emi—it
wes—ned until 1827 ﬁe&t‘Yonge Street’ and this northern segment were con=-
nected by a track through the wilderness to the west of the Lake bouk s methirw
[t wh «[ Barrie on Kemperfeldt Bay,

It was along this narrow trail behind nine yoke of oxen, with the
naval pase at Penetang as his destination, that Pierre le Pelletier
(Peter Pilky) of Searboro Township, one-time baker to the garrison at
g York dragged 456 two-ton anchor as far as Holland Landing where it was i
abandoned in the bush when the belated news eeme that the war,was ended, ‘
(finally reached him, : /3 186 ~f51s N\
H-was dlong the same trail %%e&‘:—m—m Lord selkirkn%%
4 ) last expedition, representing the Hudson Bay Company interests, passed on
/\ their way to the Georgian Bay, the Sault and Fort William (the 'North-
W

5, west Company's' stronghold) and finally the next year pushed on to the
\/”Fe’c‘fﬁiver Settlement, (15) :

X

P
flp e
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But Governor Simcoe Mdevoted himself to other things besides the mere mili-

tary defense of his province. A thorough surveyal.and the promise of 100-acre
grants to settlers greatly.encouraged immigration, particularly on the parf of
the United Empire lLoyalists who had flocked into all parts of Canada after the
revolt of the Colonies. Concessions were also made in course of time for the
British half-pay officers and pensioners, veterans of the Colonial and Napoleonic
wars, so that the fertile province began to be settled by a loyal stock, people
in ‘many instances of birth and education, Théy adapted themselves to the life
of frontier farmers whose chief enemy was the forest aﬁd whose main outlet for

- their simple produce was along Yonge Street, the straight road to Toronfo, fhe

growing capitol of the Province,

feitay ;
These:; ttlers and concessionaires,were—mest law-abiding and God—fearing

Pt (3 wramd Z

people, whe-desipred—a ministersof the Gospel and am accessible places of worship,

in—their—midst, and as many of them bedenged—te the Anglican Church ,there—were-

\uuu_%n‘m aled

urgent calls, as time went on,Jﬂigaagthhe colonial bishops,to the Society for

the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts* for young clergymen who were

$odual iR : e Wom o
f/— *Dhig, .3ne original ﬂew—ﬁggiand“eompauyy founded in 1649 with Robert
Eoyleiz%s flrs¥;E%ggEg§§t, had as its avowed object,until the separatlon
3of the Colonles,"tne propogation of the Gospel in New England and the ad-

JOlnlng varts of America’,
\



P
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Ry el s

unafraid of the rigours of frontier’ and wilderness,

There was need of one of these to cover the townships of Tecumseth and
‘West Gwillimbury, half way between Toro.nto and 'Pehetang' , and thus it came
about that in the’ early summer of 1837 Featherstone Lake Osler and his young
bride Ellen Free Pickton with all their earthly goods, including a tin box of
home-’made Cornish gingerbread, found ’their way north fer—the—thirty—ecight
mites élong Yonge Street as far as Holland Lamiing, and thence the following

Vonotan onn
day, as will be told, to a hamlet or cross-roads subsequently ee-l-l-e@/Bond Head,*

*From the celebrated Sir Francis Bond Head, then Lieutenant ’Governor,
Li—was he who quelled the insurrectiocn of 1837. Yonge Street was named
for Sir George Yonge, Secretary of War in 1791. VD owd ddvae

Shis\lay a few miles tothe—west o:tg the direct overland route to 'Penetang' re-

: o E’-ﬂi b wul K~
presenting am extension of Yonge/@e—i—mnmﬁaaﬁmg Lake Simcoe,_}miutma

Weat swamp and through the wilderness of Innisfih

This young couple who hailed from Cornwall were representatives of very
: ﬁ',,Smyu- are. Calt,
different éthnic types,, The clergyman, whose readiness for a service spiced

with adventure may have resulted from several years of apprenticeship in the

Royal Navy, was peasi-b&y—mere—ﬁng%c-semeﬁharee-}e-, reserved in temperament, de-



(q€q — 156 )

¥
void of a sense of humour, stocky, fair, grey-eyed and broad-headed, His wife,

0y
a native of London, adopted by an uncle in Falmouth, w@—blessed like her hus-

. Shoal ond

band with a good mind in a sound body, §Shkhe, however, was—smatiy, of /slender

build, and of so dark a complexion that in #he later years im—Canada many who

did not know her ancestry assumed that Indian blood flowed in her veins, But
olure conf, &/'vclm:uL/ e

these smahﬁﬂe, vivacious English people, sometimes called 'black Celts' are

thought to be reminders of the original Briton driven by successive invasions

into the inaccessible parts of Argyleshire, of mountainous Wales, of Western

Ireland, and of Cornwall and Brit';tan&*,.the regions of Gaelic speech and crosses,

*Curiously enough sthere is a large trace of them also in the
fen district north of London. ge..w.. Z. Ripleys "ZIR'Races 0f berep“(syq,
Barepe 1695, , “Ceanctuny O

F Another tradition,as old as Tacitus,ascribes this brunette type to an Iberian
infusionf and it is not inconceivable that thése Mediterranean folk who for cen-
turies came for trade if not for conguest, mayhap left behind them, in exchange
for Cornish tin, darker skins and lively dispositions quite foreign at least
to aﬁything don;ted to the British character by Angles or Saxoms. However

this may be, known to her schoolmates as 'little Pick', "old friends in Falmouth
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sppke of‘Ellen Pickton as“a very pretty girl, clever, witty and lively, with a
power of quick repartee, wilful but good-tempered, not easily influenced, very
faithful in her friendships, and of strong religious principle,"

The Oslers had lived for long in Cornwall, a race of successful merchants
and ship-owners for the most part, and the family was strong in traditions of
the sea, In a fragment of autobiography left by Featherstone Osler, he says,
"My grandfather Osler died in thé West fndies from the effects of a wound. One
uncle wés kiiled in action with a French privateer. Anqther was drowned in
Swan Pool n;ar Falmouth, and a cousin a lieutenant in the Royal Navy died of
yellow fever in the West Indies,"

The *Grandfather Osler® whom‘Featherstone mentions, was Edward, who had
Married Joan Drew: the sister of Samuel the Cornish metaphysician, and it is
not unlikely that from this source there céme into the Osler line a strain yhich
modified the strongly developed family trait which went to the'making of hard-
headed men of business and ventufesome merchants, This Edward and Joan left six
:children, only~§wo of whom had issue, Edward the father of Featherstone, pro-

’genitor of the Canadian branch of the fanily, and Benjamin whose descendants are

now scattered in the United States, South Africa and Australia, >
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*The writer has met a member of the Australian branch, vhose likeness
to Sir William Osler in figure, stature, gesture, feature and shape of
head was so striking that he might have passed as a younger brother,
though as a matter of fact their common ancestors were this gentlemants
great-great-grandfather and grandmother - Edward Osler and Joan Drew,
Hence, though Sir William osfewsts resemblance tc his mother was striking,
{1t is evident that his physical type cannot be laid entirely at her door
EE? view of the close resemblance between such distant cousins.

This second Edward became a Falmouth merchant and in 1%95 mar;ied Mary
Paddy who lived to be ninety-ﬁine and was herself the daughter of a ship owner.
Of their nine children there were three particularly notable sons, all of whom
showed outstanding ability coupled with strongly developed religious tenden-
cies., Edward, the eldest son, of da;k complexion and shprt stature, after a
period at‘Guy's Hospital became a member of the Royél College of Surgeons, a
surgeon in the navy; a Fellow of the Linnd®an Society, a writer of poems,
psalms and hymns,, and a newspaper editor who,despite all this, practised medi-
cine long yeﬁrs 1n Traro, Cornwallf If one may ju&ge from the titles of his

three best-known publications*, his heart wavered between the navy, the church

*"The Life of Admiral Viscount Exmouth"; "Church and King";
'Burrowing and Boring Marine Animals", etc. Cf. Dic, Nat. Biography.

L ' ¥
and natural historyZaetIn him as physician, naturalist and author may be re-
cognized many marks of resemblance, mental and physical, to those possessed by

the nephew with whose traits this memoir is primarily concerned., fFFeatherstone
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Lake, the third son, has just been left with his bride in Upper Canada, where

five years later he is to be joined by his younger brother Henry Bath, Edwards

fifth son. For he, also, became a missionary clergyman who, after a residence

of thirty-two years in Lloydtown not far from Bond Head was transferred to

York Mills on Yonge Street north of Toronto. There he continued as rector for

another twenty-eight years until his death in 1902 in his eighty-eighth yéar.*éme,

[iHe was made Canon of St, Alban's, Toronto; and Rural Dean of York,

Xv\,. &\U& Q‘hml_afu{(‘am &nv;aw &n’cu-; ﬂa\ %Mo% et K Ontn Xa‘m'.&,,
rRe—0 3 Foym e Wl 2 SRcEs 3 braditi e

Probably all Falmouth boys brought up within the sight and smell of the
sea come to feel its lure, and so it was with Featherstone Osler, a reckless

and daring boy, who when very young had been sent inland to boarding-school

lest he should be drowned, But the appeal was irresistible, and in his teens

he was at sea on a schooner, the "Sappho", bound for the Mediterrsnean, A4
‘dreadful voyage it was, with storms, a near shipwreck and starvation, adrift

for weeks on the ocean, Undaunted by this experience he later joined the

Royal Navy and went to sea as a cadet., This time his brig-of-war was wrecked

in earnest near the Barbadoes, and there followed yellow fever and a pest ship
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on the way home to face a court-martial, as is the‘custom when a ship-of-war
is lost, from whatever causg. Then to sea again as sub-lieutenant on a 'crack!’
frigate, ther“Tribﬁne". and four full years of'Cruising in remote seas ensued,.
with muCh.of interest and excitement that might be quoted from the journals which,
sailor-fashion, he kept during this period., At the end of this long absence «whes
Gl Gk
heafi;;;?;;t hislfather was in poor health and Eoping to see him‘before he died;:ku
he threw up his prospects in the navy despite a tempting offer from phe Admi-
ralty to remain in servicg, and in 1832 left his ship at Rio and returned to
Falmouth.

All this may appear 1rr91évant to the subject of this memoir, but if the
native as well as the acquired characteristics of_William Osler are to be under—.

stood, his forebears must be introduced. And this man, his father, is found

most adaptable to trans-

plantation, a persoﬁ capable of influencing his environment more than his en-
vironment influenced him. Shelve& from the navy by his decision, and having
often entertained the thought of taking Holy Ordérs, after some preliminary
studying of Latin‘and Greek he entered St, Catherine's Hall, Cambridge, in, Oc-
tober 1833, and was elected Mathematical Scholar of the college at the first

examination,
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Here, as he sa&s, he 'read very hard and looked forward to the prospect
of obtaining a high degree and settling down in England in a quiet parish' -
with Ellen Pickton as his wife, it may be added, for they had become_engaged

not long after his return, But this was not to be: & we mmada tLeas u_:—f daly
'eﬂi, %\‘N cunct Re Conrsge. n\al' A“M‘__ 1 %‘:

"At the end of my last College Long Vaca\tion, one Sunday morning, I re-
ceived a letter to this effect: 'You have been\abroad a great deal, and

Itherefore it would not be so much for you to go broad as for many others,

b
There is a great scarcity of clergy in Canada. j\\ o T folt I
: \

could not refuse the appeal, though it was very hard\ié leave home

again, but duty had evidently called me and

could not refuse,.
After much opposition, especialiy from the friends of my intended wife who
Pleaded, 'Why should you go to Canada when you can do so w‘ll at home?' (to
go to Canada was considgred then absolute banishment), my duby seemed plain,

and I consented to go as missionary of the Upper Canada Cler Society, for

five years.,m

N
\ .

And so to Upper Canada he went, and to quote from his own account §f the
Journey - an account not unlike that his son William might have written yaars

later of some of his own abrupt migrations -
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n1t was desired that I should go to Canada early in the spring, Before
doing so 1 had to pass the University Examinations, take my degree, pass the
‘ examinations for Holy Orders, be ordained, get married, and make all nec.essary
preparations for leaving England. This I was 'enabled. to do by the Univer-
sity allowing me to0 pass my examinations a term before the usual time, though
by so doing my name would not appear on the Honour List. The Bishop of
London also kindly admitted me to examination two months before the ordinary
time, and gave me letters dismi_ssory to the Archbishop of Canterbury by whom
| 1 was ordained in Lambeth Palace Chapel early in larch 1837,
nT had been married -early in the previous month, and made arrangements
to sail in the barque Bragila some time during April, Henry Scadding (then a
Divinity student) to be our fellow-passenger, On April 6, 1837, we sailed
from Falmouth for Quebec, and after a tedious passage of seven weeks and a
half, having narrowly escaped shipwreck on Egg Island, in the Gulf of S%t.
Lawrence, landed in Quebec, and were warmly received by Bishop Mountain, Ak,
nAfter a stay of eight days in Quebec we proceeded on our journey towards
Toronto, and, that we might not lose sight of our luggage, took the route from
Montréa.l and via the Rideau Canal to Kingston, thence by steamer to Toronto.

who
| Here we were cordially welcomed by the Archdeacon and—the—Rev— O Hedd,

bro-vell i missSTons . selcine the—anehdeseenias to our future residence,

' U fen K-
ke informed us that &=, 0'Neil had made all necessary arrangements Vie re-

mained four days in Toronto, then resuming our Jjourney northward ,—geeocmpaniad
E = ted reached Holland Landing late that ssme evening, slept
there, and the afternoon of the following day arrived at Tecunseth in safety,

after driving over roads such as we had never seen before. so bad weré they



&¥e ¥ 12
1857

that the driver, with a pair of strong horses, after driving us ten
'miles to what was then called the Corners (afterwards Bond Head) posi-
tively refused to take us the remaining two or three miles, declaring

‘ it would kill his horses to do so, Here, after procuring refreshments
iwe got fresh horses and drove to the residence of & farmer named ¥R2irs,
where lr, O'Neil had secured for us the only accommodation to be had in
the pérish. It consisted of a tiny sitting-room and an apology for a
bedroomn, Our entire luggage had to be s tored in a barn, Poor as was
our accommodation, we were thankful to have reachfzd 'ou.r Jjourney's end,"

N

ke next day some of their possessions

t may be noted in passing, th

AU :
ﬁ%@rs, alas, had a dog name

the cookies vanished,

randy, who was

become soft ol the voyage,

less particular,
. :
ta/the first few months, indeed for the first few years, these young
people endured a life of actual hardship. The nearest post office was at
Holland Landing twelve miles away; the nearest doctor fifteen miles away at
Newmarket; the nearest blackshith six miles away, and the roads petfmitting ac-
cess to them were much of the time wellhigh impassable. The two townships

were sparsely settled, and it was a most difficult matter for the young cleargy;-

man t0 carry out what he regarded as the duties of his pastorate. "L‘-“""p&—na.——-

~
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The white settlers in Simcoe County at this time were of many sorts, though
: : .
the Indians possibly still outnumbered them.* There—were doubtiess Fremch

i
o

I/ *These were mostly Chippewas (Objibways), The Hurons whom Champ-
| 1ain found in this country the century before had been exterminated.
The counties adjacent to York and Simcoe contained many Iroquois,
particularly Mohawks from New York, whoyusder—thetr chief, Joseph

| Brant,,had sided with the British on the revolt of the Colonies.

\ MLV:ZU Uiy \’0“““41»‘

\¥M1u (g '—'—Z) ; _
Canadians, though—in—eemparatively smati——number. ~Among the U, E, Loyalists

there was & body of Quaker settlers from Pennsylvania who had taken up grants
on the northern slopes of the Ridges, and around Holland Landing was a ;smatter-
ing of Lord Selkirk's colonists, mostly Sutherlandshire Highlanders, who in
canoes had despairingly made their way bé.ck from the Red River country‘when
lawlessness reigned during the struggle between the Great Companies for suprem-

a-l ook ag‘“,;élmu"m&aa‘.. '5"::

acy in the fur trade,* Bwt (perhaps the majority of the more recent colonists,

*Many years later Sir William Osler purchased and se to the ;
library at Winnipeg some of Lord Selkirk's journals, whlch ad -beeﬁbml«'— “ff um
offered—£or sale in London.

from 1830 on, were Irish with a predominance of ardent Orangemen from Ulster

%—ﬂr;mﬁe%me&r
- ~again,
S \;‘C\T

- B}/a new country am—i—e—%—}eeme, whatever his denomination,)and

Whees
in the County of Simcoe/@y of the settlers had not seen a Protestant clergyman
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for years, their children beéﬁgyﬁ;baptized and uninstructedJ “Hente, whenever

mw\u 03 n s (Lkaae Asaed 6«-« s Gromante 50\»‘;._ e IRk Ceos fa-ru._z.’ [Tz

Wappeared, a\lq He—contd—do—so(al tended) worshipr—shoush—tike

I il : ‘ . .
MlﬁSuréﬁ%ﬁ_?mm 3 ar - a ﬁul:’ﬁ/au freskty @ an only lnclin s
eﬁeagh—the—sefv%ees-4@¥e—heid—in—q/fgg’g;;;. 4uP1ﬂnnnﬁnﬂriumi—to—be—buiit,(EE_——_——~25

Sl cluned~
set to work with his accustomed energy to)meet—theseneeds, before considering

ﬁhat would seem to be still more essential, a g;;éggkge-for himself,

But the people were poor, money was scarce, and building materials impos-
sible to get, for as there were no saw-mills near, dry lumber was not to be
héd, and, what is more, as may be remembered 1837 was the year of the disorder
associated with the abortive rebellion engineered by William L, MacKenzie the
first Mayor of Toronto. Neveftheless, somehow a church for each township was
finally got under cover, and as they were only seven miles apart the young
clergyman cou}d manage a Sunday sermon in each place, as well as an afternoon

service in a stable at Bond Head which lay half-way between.&heah‘?'But e

. own living conditions were nearly intolerable

even for two stout-hearted young

and Ellen Osler years later as a grandmother would tell how her husbhand
was 'away from Tuesday till Friday each week as a general thing, riding on horse-
back through the woods and swamps, over trails and corduroy roads, the bridges

over the wetter parts of the swamps ,where there was no footing, being made of
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floating logs fastened together. At=eme—piace this log bridge or floating

road was two milej,ifﬁf) Mz__Dsle:—always—dism0unted_and_led_his—heree—everw

i Gmd &-‘um_év: 7
Se*—ﬁhe—#oo&ingrwas/ééry insecure and/fﬁg/logs dipped and shifted., , oree—a~—

.....

4 The clergyman himself:Zeft a vivid account of these days, not only in a

fragmentary autobiographical sketch bat—dn—the joﬁrnalg He kept as an aid in"
2

/
Whaeds Jlo-(ua

preparing his regular reports for his superiors,*

4

Foot~ : *These journals have been privately printed by his soys -
note. "Records of the Life of Ellen Free Pickton and Featherstone\Lake
Osler". The Oxford university Press, 1919, 4°, BP. .257.

///f "Tyesday morning early (Oct, 17, 1837), = Left for Innisfil, haYing
engaged to preach there at half-past ten in the forenoon, Hglémservi e
there and then ‘started with a guide for Barrie, The road Wéé most
wretched, and se&eq miles of /it through the thick ﬁprestsi Reached Barrie
at dark. It is NG e simcoe, a/beautiful situa-

~

tien,
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"Preached on Wednesday morning in the school-house to & small congre-

gation:} The key of the church was nowhere to be found. Baptized two

children,\ liet at Barrie Captain loberley from Penetanguishene, who

spoke‘highlﬁaof the place and how anxious they were for a clergymen,

\

nwédnesda§1afternoon.— Left Barrie, 1t was raining heavily, but I
was anxious to get home, nor did i wish to re@ain where I was charged
heavily for myself and guide with our horses. After a wearisome journey
through the woods and being often bogged and nearly losing my horse,
reached Innisfil by dark; iuch against my inclination, was obliged to
rem2in there for the night, my horse being wearied, aﬁd, under any cir-
cumstances, it being highly dangerous to cross the swamp after dark;

I went te bed but noet to réét, for the vermin were so abundant that after
a little while I was blistered all 6ver by their bites, and there was
not 2 bit of candle in the house, I endured the torment until half-past
three in.the morhing, when I got up and dressed myself. The people of
the house kindly brepared me some breakfast, after which I gladly de-
parted, Aﬁ break of day I crossed the swamp, A pack of wolves were
howling not far from the road; but they did not make their appearance,

A little after eight in the morning I reached home, feeling sick and

Q&ffd, and not at all inclined to be satisfied with my. Barrie excursion,”

4 note for the Wednesday following states,"Commenced our Canadian winter,"
and the experience of the winter and spring may be told briefly in the words

of his biographical sketch,
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"At the expiration of our three months we found we had to leave

;’ qur guarters, and whefe to go we knew not, At length a hut was found,

| in which cattle had been kept.. Several women of the parish met to-
gether and cleaned it as far as it was possible, and into this we moved

"for the wintef, our clothing, trunks, &c., having to be }cept in a barn
three-quarters of 2 mile off, The hut was surrounded by dead trees,
and; with the exception of wolves, no living creatures were within a
third of a mile from us, Part of the winter my good wife spent at New-
market, where our first son, Featherston, was born, during which time
I lived alone, chinking up the holes in the hut with snow and cooking
my own food, It was so lonely that no servant would live there.
"When the spring opened even this poor accommodation had to be

. given up, a farmer needing it for his cattle, After much search a log

| house about twelve feet square with loose boards as flooring was found

at West Gwillimbury. A stable three-quarters of a mileff from it wes

1 secured, and all our luggage, beyond absolute necessé,ries, was stored in

| a barn three miles distant, The utter discomfort to which we were sub-

‘5 jected began to affect our health, The hut in which we were living was

on the roadside, far from every house, and we had to depend upon the

f parishioners to bring us wood for fuel, This they would occasionally

forget to do, and we had at times to go to bed in the day to keep our-

selves warm,®
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i is yo uple, for the materizl is shundant—and—of une__

usaa%—fnferesﬁfﬁ' The next spring an acre of ground was given and money sub=-
scribed for a parsonage, 'a cottage 30 x 40, the people engaging to erect a
stable.' Here on the crest of a low hili %y the roadside, a long mile to the
north of Bond Head Cormers, they finally took up their permanent residence,
and ere long Trinity Church was built near by on the lower slope of the byl
: R

S0 they may be pictured, he at home with the family and local parish from Fri-
day to Tuesday, but away on the other days on horseback and alone, with the

baptismal register* in his saddle-bag, covering a huge territory to the north

(/ *This register of marriages, baptisms and births is still
greserved in the parish church, Bond Head, and contains entries
of christenings not infrequently as meny as fifteen a day,

Among them is that of William Osler. The church contains the
‘white-oak benches from the original building that stood by the
\Osler parsonage,bs® Of ‘WhiCh 10 tracé now rems

g 0

a

as far as Penetanguishene and as far south as Thornhill, establishing congre-
gations and opening Sunday-schools. His ministrations often took him into dis-.
tricts so remote he could only reach them twice a year, and as there were few

post-offices he would have to announce the day of the subsequent visit, three
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to six months hence as the case might be, 'and without any other notice the
congregation would be waiting at the time specified.’'
Ellen Osler, meanwhile, not only had the responsibility of a rapidly ac-

cumulating flock of her own, but conducted a famed Sunday-school to vhich chil~

Celeinalny
dren came for miles around., She also established a/&zxg—school as—wetk, forse

e er————
e |

/ "0bserving how ignorant the girls were of=sewing and how untidily they
dressed, she proposed to give instruction in cutting out and making
their clothes every Tuesday and Friday in the afternoon.’y Soon & class
of twenty-eight girls and young women were g thered together, who in-
stead of coming in the afternoon vould come in the morning, remasining
the whole day, anxious for instruction. That school did more towards
| elevating the tone of the people than slmost anything else, and to this

day many of the women of Tecumseth, now mothers and grandmothers, spesk

of it as one of the greatest blessings of their lives,™

The low-one-story parsonage with such a couple in residence naturally be-

came in time the social és well as the religious centre of the region. The
neighbouring farms, most“’zoo-acre grants, began to be taken up by those who bg-
. came intimates and friends of parents and offspring, for children were born to
these early settlers in generous numbers., In the parsorage itself in the course

of the first fourteen years all but two of the nine Osler children came into
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the woi-ld, As his father's journal relates, Featherston*‘-the eldest was born

*Mhe Hon., Featherston Osler (b. Jan. 4 1838~ ) entered the law,
practising in Toronto $1860-1879) until appointed Justice of the :
Court of Appeal for Ontario (1879-1910j. Since then he has been
President of the Toronto General Trusts Corporation.

Son,
in Nemnarket during the first winter, and the seconﬁ,\Britton*, the following

-

(/ *Britton Bath Osler,(b. June 19, 1839, d. Feb, 5 1901). Gradu-
lating in Toronto in 1862 he entered the law, and as Queen's Counsel
| and the leading figure at the Canadian bar his name became a house-
§_hold word in Cansda where he was called the 'thirteenth juryman.'
{He is said to have been the most brill"a&t of all the brothers,

| Physically he bore a close resemblance’ t0 William. "He—triumphed ot

year in Bond Head. The year 1841 found the father somewhat broken in health,
~¥%With a bad cough and an abscess in the back caused by the cmtinuous riding on

/
horseback, /necessitating a rest and change, so that a sojourn in England and a

“34‘44& ;
mach-needed vacation was therefore plenned. His—wifoand thoeidest—boy Were>

ey

months later,with their Falmouth-born daughter(Mary\Ellen

they found 'upwards of sixty wagon-loads

of people' gathered at Holland Landing to greet them, and to escort them the
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EsEortthem=tie twelve miles farther to the rectory.

In renewed vigour the active life of a frontier parson was again resumed.
With.funds donated at home the church was enlarged, and the business ability of
his merchéht forebears began to show itself in his relations to his‘parishioners
in matters temporal as well as spi?itual. He taught them farming, and how to.
make husbandry.pay, loaned them money, Adrew up.ﬁills for them, dispensed spectacles

brought from England, which was oftentimes 'like giving eyes to the blind', and

(;1/ Wile e <:i,»ju'r__;;‘

in countless other ways tended to their material-and physical needs.

A

i

"For\many years tnere was no medical men nearer than Holland Lending,
and 1 was compg;led to act-as such, Confidence and a few s1mple medicines

| often did wondéfgg oy good,wife attending to the women and children. As

an example Of meny: %éry\éarly on a bitterly cold morning & messenger

came to the parsohage from:é Richard Callahan, saying that his daughter

was dying, and asking me to hurry so that I might see her before she

died., I started as soon aé possibie, and got to Callahan's about day-

break, nearly frozen. I found the girl apparently very sick, and as

they were expecting her to die meny women were,busy making her shroud,

I found on examination that there was no sign of\death, but they had per—
| suaded her she was g01ng to die, and she believed it, I ordered them to
stop making the shroud, told her parents that I saw no immediate danger,

prescribed a few simple remedies, made the girl take some nourishment, and

\ 1




fleft, promising to return in the Evening. When, in the evening, I called
éc.s prcmlsed, I found the girl sitting b"r ‘cnu flre, and in a few days she
fwas guite well, amd was known for a long time af.iiem*ards in the locality

' as the resurrection girl,"

In a country with an almost unbroken primeval forest, clearing the land
for farming is a slow process, and Bond Head largely surrounded by ‘'stump farms"'
was still on the edge of the‘ wilderness. The elder children well remember mi-

gratory visits of Chippewa Indians to the parsonage, numbers of whom, indeed,

Lran %dl\m ['7 Q«ht;ilil.,— ‘MIM:L o la I'u-'oa(Ad.
woutd—come—50(the Sunday services: g-he-Pe——l-S—a—S-t-QPﬁ that one of them eaee‘}vm@?q

pointed to-—a—ochiltdin-its /Cradle on the parsonage verandah aﬁé. grunted "“Papoose -

ata Llud;a(/ o2 Aol § foarf Cyyons A iy 'hwtlu:/ lrtosem "07442 a

papagss,”,

et

L

i Whoel, Crvmned A feon
she—fearéd(that some day they might run away with him,

In 1842, the year after their return from England, the third son, Edward Seitc

was born, and three years later Edmund.* In 1847 came twins, Charlotte (the

v
( *3ir Edmmd Osler (——Fev+—265;I8%45) inherited through his
| father the business ability for which his forebears were renowned.
As a financier he has been for years an important figure in Cana-
dian affairs, being the head of one of the most important brokerage
houses in Canada, President of the Dominion Bank, Director of the
Canadian Pacific Railroad and many other companies; and member of
the Canadian House of Commons since 1896, In physical type he
| mere closely resembles the father.
| O£ $he—othrer—$two—sons,( Rdward Lake

0 [} = .

| became 2 barrister and practised in the North West, Fremeis—in
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'Chattie! of subsequent letters) and Francis whoh like his father, went off

t0 sea in his early years. The son William was born July' 12, 1849, and two years
later a daughter Emma, who died in her third yéar. Walter Farquhar rather
than William was to have been this last son's name, preéumably in honour of

Uppon Coomart Clorpyy S escly
the patron of the Bible—Socicty—of~Camsdsn, but pressure of an unexpected sort

was brought o bear on this subject.

Boyd Head was by this time a growing villagé of some two hundred souls and
boasted pot bhl#}; doctor, Orlando Orr, who officiated at the births of the
younger children, but of a schoolhouse, a blacksmith-shop, a tavern and a lodge:
For some years it had been the custom of the Orangemen of the district to
gather herelfOr their annual f€te-day on July 12th; and adorned with sashes,
rosettes and yellow lilies it was part of their programme to march to the tune
of "Teeter Tawter Holy water")behind their cockaded leader on his white horse,
from the Corners the mile or so to Mr. Osler's pa?sonage, where speeches were
made and felicitations offered in retu;n. In view of this well-estaﬁlished
custom, it was inevitable that on their' annual visit in 1849 they should iﬁsist

that the new-comer, of whose arrival they were made aware by his being brought
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out in his father's arms, should be "William", _He was prpmptly dubbed the
young *Prince of Orange", and an anti-popish acrostic on his name was composed,
in thé las; line of vhich he is bade to 'Remember_g%i thy Fathers bled to. gain.'
Hence William he came to be christened, and, decked out in appropriate colours
with a broad éash of ofange and blue he was brought outon the parsonage verandah
on his later birthdays to greet the prqcession which the other children came to
rega;d as arranged solely in his honour,

Without any written record, the early life may be pictured of these
eight children, the youngest of whom was often referred to by his mother as
"Benjamin", and by his father in babyhood owing to his complexion and black
eyes, as "Little-burnt-holes-in-a -blanket," The earliest recollection of this

particular boy, as he used to recount years later, was of being nearly drowned

V. e A O‘Y\LS T wf Ui e AT ave y foe Ter~ a é 4 wead Fhm v 9 Wb

| &

the day his younger sister was bornx Both he and the calf had been tethered
in the field adjoining the rectﬁ¥gs There was a pail of milk near by, which

on hands and knees he proceeded in the course of. time to investigate, At a

critical moment of unbalance he was toppled head-first into the pail by the

calf who shared his interest in the contents, As—he-was—onty—-tworat—the—time.,



this story—msy-have been—a—figment—of—his—imagimation, Another story he was

went to tell in after years was of his once meeting a bear in a raspberry patch,
but this, too, may have been apocryphal,

It was an old-fashioned household in which regulations were strict and
prompfitude was expecﬁed, beginning with early morning prayers and ending ét
bed-time. The most difficult problem concerned the children's education. At
first a log schoolhouse near by, where éne of the heighbouring family of
Gavillers taught the rudiments of the 'three R's', was all that the vicinity
afforded. Then a Mrs, Hill started a school near Bradford some miles away,
which the elder boys attended, and finally a school was opened in Bond Head by
a Mr. Marling to which in due course the children trudged. But between the
hours dedicated for scﬁool and the many chores of‘farm and household, there was
abundant time for spch play as healthy youngsters enjoy in the open, unhémpered
by organized sports = coasting and skating and snow-balling in tﬁe winter,

. : .
fishing and swiq&ng in the pond by the saw-mill at the foot of the hill, frol-
icking with Rover the Neﬁfoundland dog who was trained to go into Bond Head for

the mail,_playing Indians in what remained of the great forest of hard wopd -
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white oak and maple, basswood, elm and beech, with spruce and pine and beau-
tiful red cedar which was split and used for the miles of snake fences.

. /
= That the younger of these children at least, covered considerable ground
in these early years may be judged by the following bill from one John Matthews,

e¥idently a cobbler, with a market garden attached.

Oet. 13, 1859 e ;ﬁ Lecumseth 9% a
k Reed, #,. L. Ogler Py, 4
to Yonn Mathews

‘misﬁ”ﬁharlotte“onewsh@e~ene~pieewané~p&ir«aﬁ£kﬁp&sesa.............6
Dec, 23 Sir, your son Frank one boot sold and 1pe Dloed, . .cavvss -vaasind
Dec. 25 your son Wm, pair boots s0ld toe Picedi.eiieeescesnccceconses=2
Nov, 3 lirs, Usler one shoe T N R R P
beec, 7 Your son Frank one boot sold and toe PLERR . . U hiushennnsis v o]
December 4 Edmund Osler pr. boots sold hill and toe piced...........3-9
Dggé 4 your son Wm, one boot one nice mended.......ceseeecceicnnnnanasl
1
Jany. 11 one pump LT R 0 ST R e e e
Vec., 12 Miss Charlotte Osler new pr. Balhl. 0. v v e isisiinannsiiy aeun
Dec., 14 ZEdmund Osler new pr. slip new BROBB. . i ivihsnssshnprmawes wek nl
Dec. 21 Wm, Osler new pr. boots calf SKiN.....ceeeeecscccscrcennesssl=l
Dec. 25 Edmund Osler new pr. 10ng DOOLSB..ceeeeeerocsararccssacscaeld=ll
¥eby. 1 Frank Osler new pair calf skin e e R R TR e
EarCh 3 M?S. OSler‘pair ShoeS mended........-.......................‘lo
April 29 VWm, Osler new pPaiT DOOLB.sceseseecccacsnasonesscscancscscne?=d
I‘{iay 16 f’l“c].nk OSleI‘ DOa DO’. Dooaooootcou-oooco0cccla.o.o..o.oocnooou?"lo
Dec. 16 Miss Charlotte Osler pair boots sold and toe niced..........1=9
June 2 Edmund Osler pr. boots sold hill one fronted....cc.cescceeee.4=0
Dec.9 125 Cabbage pla‘ntstt...."..l..l'.l‘...'I......'.......'.'..1-11
Dec. 13 Rew. ¥, L, Osler new pr. slipper sho@B....ccccecesrecsscccssl=9

Dec. 27 Yrank Osler pr. boots solid and o0 o SRR EER SR e
July 10 VWm, Osler new pair calf skin bootB...ccvsecsscsasossscscsnns /=9
Dec. 1 Uiss Charlotte Osler new pr. boots......;....................3-9
Dec, 17 Frank Osler new pair boots.... Sl SR R T G R e,
August 1 quarter veal 15 1b. at 4% prl IV iviosssndibinisssnnsndive '%
Dec, 13 Yrank Osler new pr. calf skin DootS...eeeeieececencccscacsss0=9
Dee. 20 Déc.-e--DeB. PP, boots meRded, .. ... .ccivisishonnnsnveg -
£ (129=4%
Oct. 8 Yran&k Osler pair boots sold and fronted : 324
Settled in full #ow, 8621224

John kagthews
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In spite of their hours passed on Mr, Marling's benchesf doubtless most
of_the instruction of these children took place at their mothgr's knee, and
with the Bible as the main source of it, Theological books naturally predomin-
ated in the parsonage, for Featherstone Osler, in the'absénce of a provincial
school of divinity, . prepared a number of young men, his bfother included, for
their ordination. There was Hooker's "Ecqlesiastical Polity", Butler's
"Analogy", Bishop Burnett's Lives, Bishop Taylor's and Isaac Barrow's Works,
the Parker Society Publications (Earl& Fathers), Bﬁnyan'é Werks, 1771, with
the terrifying illustrations of the"Pilgrim's=Progres§: There were indeed, as
one of the sons recalls, 'solid andvindestructible blocks of divinity of al;
kinds,'

The writings of his bréther Edward Oéler, the‘naturalist—doctor, were also

well represented as told in this pencilled note found among Sir William's

papers some seventy years later:

///// As a boy in a backwoods settlement in Upper Canada, the English post
would bring letters from an Uncle Edward for whom we cherished an amazing
veneration for on the shelves in father's little study were themnot ac-

tually books written %y him, and poems, and mysterious big articles with

drawings about shells, and now and again did we not sing in church one




of his hymns? The repntauon of the ramily seamad to aircle about this
uncle whose letters were always so welcomq and 80 fnll of news of the

old home and so eheery. We boys could read the diffemnoe 1n our father'a

face when the post brought a lettgr from Uncle Sam; the black sheep of

| the family.




. There were a few old books, a Breeches Bible, and an early Stow's '.
4 Chrt;nicie. Having beén at .sea, he [_Pe-atﬁe:.st one] was fond of boqks-
| oNtravel, of Layard, of Rawlinson, of Livingstone. Sday ‘reading
' smbered as a trial, Even [1918]to see a_mééfi_; with a novel on
giveé a reflex shock = a remi C ly training? |
George iarow”was a delight., As a s:§,i/6;ary his’,‘éeq ,i_-cquld not be
.ﬁurtful,- evén oﬁ Sunday, and the "Bible ih'épain“, “G‘jpsie_é in Spain",

and even "Lavengxo" were not taboo.*

Entruction to "Bibliotheca Osleriana,"







nThe most vivid recollections of my boyhood in Canada cluster

about the happy spring days when we went Off to the bush to make maple

sugar - the bright sumny days, the delicious cold nights, the camp

lflres, the log cabins, and the fascmatlng work tappmg the treas, put—

ting in the birch-bark spouts, a.rra.nglng the troughs, and then going
Totte,

from % collecting in pails the clear, sweet sap. One memory stands

lout sbove all others, the astonishment that so little sugar was left

after boiling down so great a cauldron of liquid. And yet the sap was




s of my generat:.onln the bush of

Iso 'pun_and so sweet, The worker

science have collected a vaster quantity of sap than ever before known;

much has already been boiled down, and it is for you of the younger

generation while completing the job to tap your own trees."

WW@MMMWWW c,u.uw, 'u.uul,.m e Elotan %\&LM

bk&—w(v ——M’M‘LWWMW( WW&MW
Schoat wn

- Pecumseth Parish
5 : sept. 12, 1854

My Lord ;
After much serious and ‘earmest cons:.deratlon I.feel 11; to be my
duty to ask your Lord.shlp to remove\me wnere an opportanlty may occur

to a change where my children may be re:ona.“bly educated and where I may
perform my duby without such constant travellNng as is necessary here.

now it is most pain-

The time was when I did not feel this a 1abow

| ful to me and the almost ccntiﬁual pain in my back warus me that if I -

nmst contlnue to exercise my ministry it must be where muck_less travel-r

1ing is necessary. ~ Even the appomtment of another clergyma.n $o this




makes it necessary tat I should remove to some other plece is for the

come from private property at home \the villany of an a.gent deprived me

| suited to my present ability., I am aware that an appointmeyt such as

of the country which your Lordship has kindly promised though a

sectis

great rellef to my mind will afford very little bodily relief as he ought

to reside in NoXawasaga. * x ¥ *  Ancother thing which

educating of my children. Tho the eldest have recelved good education

=% there are six others who QoW require it and I cannot afford to send

meny from home to school, I hel e@eete.d to receive a comfortable in-

of 11;) and though the law condemned. hix to ma:me good. a.ny loss and pay

every expense, from one who has 1o visibl property nothing could be
obtained. Therefore with the exception of &30 or 560 I am entlrely de-
pendent on my clerical income, Still I am nei

but I think it right to state to your Lordshlp whO has ever been so

. Osler's health too

kind a friend to me exactly how I am situated.
is very indifferent and I think a change might be of Rervice to her,
Your Lordship I trust knows me sufficiently to believe that it 1s

not to avoid work that I seek removal but that I may work\somewhere more

I require may not f;er some time _be at your Lordship's.disposal' but &
have felt it a duty to state nw"\wish'and my circumstances with the hope
that where such eccurs your Lordship will e,dd another favour to the
‘I have received at your hends znd give the appointment te me.‘

I have the honour to be

Sar




bouring townshlps many churches had been built, and in Tecumseth and
West Gw:Llllmbury, my specmlly 1lcensed charge, where there had been
neither church, parsonage, nor glebe, there were now six churches, two

parsonages, and two glebes; the one in Tecumseth being ’espeéially valu-

able, 'consisting of 200 acres, I had 160 acrés_ cleared,"
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