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tion course in pathologyﬁnodelled upon that of Virchow.in Berlin with
whom he had recently worked., $his was-not yet in the curricul’tlmya&
s
had_pathology been eilotted a separate course,— I+ was optional, ¥t
M nominally for his class in physiology, but meny & the seniorcyears

7

attended to fake advantage of an opportwmity that had been lacking in for-
mer years, This class met for an hour on Saturday mornings in his lecture
room in the college. His method was to select three or four of his class
to perform the autopsiés during the week in the Montreal General Hospital;
from these autopsies a certain number of specimens were selected for the
Saturday clinic, Before the class met the specimens were all arranged

on separate trays and carefully labeled. Each specimen in turn was care-

fully discussed and all the important points cleariy indicated. At the
close of each case, questions were asked for and answered, the whole being
most informal and conversational, The facts elicited in the autopsies
were carefully coi;'ela.ted with the clinical histories and notes of the
cases as taken in the wards, In order that his teaching should be of the

greatest value to those in attendance, he furnished each one with a written

description of each specimen, and with an epitome of the remarks which he
had prepéred. There were always four pages and at times eight pages of

large letter size, written by himself and copied by means of a copying

machine; there were from 30 to 40 copies required each éatm-da;,r, so that

the demend such a task made on his time must have been heavy,
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On Xmas afternoon, 1876, I walked up the Galt road along the north
side of the valley, and at the summit of what we called the Mountain, turned
into a beautiful oak grove, in the centre of which, overlooking the valley
was a comfortable old frame house with a wide verandah. Here in an arm-
chair wrapped in his furs was the Nestor of the profession of the district,
Dr, James Hamilton, who through me as a conductor greets you across a cen-
| tury this evening. In 1818, fresh from Edinboro, he had settled in this
district, at first at Ancaster and in 1820 in West Flamboro, on this beauti-
ful site overlooking the wallesy. To the Grand River on thé south and for
twenty miles on either side of the lake extended hié area of his practice.
And he had had a singularly successful life, for he was a hard-headed,
good-hearted Scot, equally careful of his patients and of his pocket: On
the visits to my home, both as a student and a young doctor, I had been in
’the habit of calling on the dear 0ld man - I have always loved old men! -
and I enjoyed hearing his anecdotes about Edinborc; in the palmy days of
Monro primus, and of his early struggles as the pioneer practitioner of the
place. This time I saw that he was hard hit, with the broad arrow é‘:—g his
forehead. - He spoke pathetically of His recent losses, of which I had not
heard, and quoted the well-known verse beginning "Naked I come, &c." The
scene made an enduring impression. The veteran after sixty years of de-
voted work, beatén at last by a cruel fate. Call no man happy till he is
dead! He had been an exceptionally prosperous man. One of the founders
of the Canada Life, Surgeon for years,and afterwards one of the é}irectors
of the Great Western Railway. The savings of a lifetime had gone in mills!
| He died in March 1877.*

[ *"The Future of the Medical Profession in Canada," 1918‘( ¢ : )
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whighbwére to be erected had already been published by John S; Billings,

in which statements had been made to the effect that this future schooi was
to aim at quality and not quantity, and that the "seal 6f its diploma should
be a guarantee that its pbssessor is not oply a well-éducated physician in

the fullest sense of the ﬁord but that he has learned fo think and investigate
for himself, and is therefore prepared to undertake, without danger of failure
from not knowing how to begin, the study of some of the many problems stiil

awaiting solution". e said further: /

f « : '
S §
T ~ It is not desirable that the classes should be large. In

<%‘fact, as the results\ of such a school become manifest and the
1 value of its diploma is understood, they may become too large
.i_for convenieﬁce in practical clinical instruction. A class of
| half a dozen such as I.w uld wish the graduates of this school

to be, would be a more satysfactory result for a year's labor

: 5
than as many hundred turned QYut on the ordinary patternt//

The means 6fvattaining this end are sufficiently wel
known: a high standard for admission; a four years' course;
rigid and impartial examinations, pleliminary, intermediate,
and final; and practical work in the labpratory and épofhecany's

department,:the microscope and photograph rqoms, and the dis-

pensary and wards of the Hospital. 3 e
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he was certainly having enough to do, so much indeed as to make a necessity

of the regular habits which'his house-mate'Bogeré has pictured. Pegistrar

/

of the school; pathologist\to the hospital; on tﬁe council'of the Natural
| His#ory Society; particiﬁating in the dlinical réports of many of his
coileagues by adding a pathological notey‘usﬁally the most important feature
of the'conjoint.pafer: wr}ting papers éf his own; éhe activating spirit of

the Medica}fﬁ Chiru;gical Society; translating foreign medical articles for’

=9

Fenwick's journa;; editing the Transactions of the Canadian Medical
Association; preparing for hig elaboraté pathological report; - and with

all this he not only kept up with his naturel-bhistery studies on thé

-

polyzoa but, as Dr. Rogers has étated, acted as voluntary librarian for the

0 — $is <oy - ;
medical school as an advertisement(in the McGill University Gazette indicates.*

" A circular has been issued by the Graduates!' Society G oun W, 6k
calling attention to the smallness of the library fund, and poeedecar
requesting subscriptions from Graduates, for the purpose of o
increasing the revenue of this most important adjunct to an
Institution like McGill. The annual revenue of the library
is now, the circular states, about $600, and with the except-
jon of the Redpath and Alexander collections, the books are of

’ g Grbln fum bl onliT K it et I e el S 2 % Bt Dk

a miscellaneous character. We sincerely trust that the appeal
of the Society will meet with a generous response from all in-
terested in the College. It would not be a bad idea to have g

every future Graduate pledge himself to subscrive fifty or one
hundred dollars, within four or five years after graduation, to
the library fund. Almost every one could afford such a sum, and
| though inconsiderable when viewed separately, the contributions

| would make a handsome total. Let the Class of '77, which has
§inaugurated so many reforms in College, take the lead in this
%matter!Q}

| ,Graduates, who have not received the circular, may obtain
| copies by addressing Dr. Osler, 26 Beaver Hall, lMontreal.
b funm-t 1IcGill Gaze
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In '74 - '76 1 dined (usually with Arthur Browne) at the-Terrapin, St.

James' St. or at the Ottawas Hotel; afterwards I joined the Metropolitan

{Club in Beaver Hall and dined there for five or six yearse. We had a

! w : G
| social club of ¢tsm - Ross, Roddick, Rodger, Gardner, Alloway, Buller,l3lounuL

Ms‘\“ym’& .
Blackader, Pettigrew, Molson - and dined once a month through the winter .

5There are Apicean memories like those 6f the o0ld surveyor in the intro-

duction to the Scarlet Letter - mine to confess rarely lasts from one day

fto'anothér. The ‘calendar of my life is not rubricated with dinners, the

gsweet savour of which return to tlckle my third ventricle. Indeed only

two do so with faithful regularity whenever I see anything spec1a11y tempt-
ing, as currant dumplings or an old-fashioned suet nuddlng. Cne Saturday
morning in the mid sixties a long, lank parson arrived at the Rectory and

announced to father, the Rural Dean of the district; that he had come as

Incumbent of Waterteown which he thought was a couple of miles away. In

| reality it was 12 or 14 and T had to 'hitch up’ the buggy and take him tc

the villags. It was in the spring, the roads were awful, it was cold and
raining,tand he was a hungry Evangelical who persisted in bothering me

about my soul. At that stage of boyhood I had not acquired a soul, and T

- was scared by the very unpleasant questions he asked. I had never had

- anyone attack me in this way before, and my parents were not the type of

e,

Xtian that could worry a growing boy with such problems. I was in des-

pair-as he had reached the stage of wishing to pray for me when 1 éaw

a wayside tavern - clapboard, desolate-looking, but it had the cheery

sign - I see it now - John Rieman Accommodation for Men and Feast. Tt

was half past two and with‘the sensations of that hour much intensified.

{

A nice warm kitcheﬁ; and in less than 15 minutes a meal fit for the gods? -

ham and eggs, a big loaf of home-made bread - hot! - a pat of butter and
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