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June-July
B Vb nod ot Fernnn | Prs Areadat, by wnhsn }uf,,( o st Talon 1884

1L bt ran , ircer g, Rl Aroile it L e ez o s whos
Slunl we i al Wand 7 e m..msmwmq s polE J st Onig Cordnet” u»u_ll-u»au.%‘
Virchow, Helmhe%%zy~LudW1sﬁuﬂd Gohrhein (Virehow!s mostdistinguished-
B il fo 3 MWM n-;gn, e e Uceh hue wqu.
pupil vho-died—Iater ifb%&l&“ye&r) we?e~s%&%& +the—great—namesin-Germany: ¢

e e P p oy e

though—-they-were ofrthe,ontgoing—ge?eratinnm /Years afterward in one of his

e [o-ow g JA:A—
addresses Oster reéee?e&—eaenr¢e~%hs—ae?raa, sayings )

r/’

« « .1 was mach impressed by a conversation with Prof. Ludwig in 1884.
Speaking of the state of English physiolegy, he lamented the lapse of a

favourite English pupil from science to practice; but he added, '"while

 sorry for him, I am glad for the profession in Eﬁgland. He held that
_rthe clinical physicians of that country had received a very positive 1m—
fpress from the work of their early years in physiology and the natural
gsciences. I was surprised at the 1list of names which he cited; among
%them 1 remember Bowman, Paget, Savory and Lister. Ludwig attributed this
ffeature>in part to the independént character of the schools in England,
to the absence of the University element so important in medical life in
lGermany, but, above all, to the practical character of the Engllsh mind,
. the better men preferring an active life in practice to a secluded labo-

i

 ratory career.*

2
*"British Mbdicine in Graater Britain. Address-in-medieine
Qs?treal Medical Journal, Sept., 1897 xxvi 186-203.
S . To H. V. Ogden from W.0, (postcard)

\‘

\\\\ s ' \ 14c Terch Strasse, Leipzig;
Dear 0. &\have so often thought of,wrltrng to‘xpu but one thing or another

prevented m;\% Have been in Germa&y since April 6t Was 10 weeks in Berlin

with Howard who ds there styll Like this place ve much.//Am in Cohn-

= heim s Lab, g01ng fogi fg/bacteria and worklng with Welgewt/;t braln sliclng.
S ihe N X -
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mum until éagpgt'hing definite is heard as it will do no good to have the
?thing talked about, a&s it may come to nothing. Tyson said he sent on a
| catalogue as %vell\-‘-.\please forward tb 25 Russell Sq. London where I shall

'be on the 12th July.

It will be a great wrench if I go after 10 years growth in a place

' the roots get pretty deep, but I hope I 4am} not too old for transplanting.
é I like Leipzig very mich - sorry 1 ,did not come hers earlier. Shall

i ; : ]

;'see Braune & His and their work before I leave. Kind regards to Mrs S.

! i ~

' Love to the children

N,
B

Yours sincerely\‘

w2 OSLER. - : .

June 19th (3864}

: Dear Foss: - Shepherd formarded me a letter this week, which played the
Edeuce' with my peace of mind. T:}son irrite'g asking me if I would accept the
Chair of oits. Mad. in Univ. of Penn. if.appointed - His letter is quite
unofficial % nothing may come of it, but after much meditation I decided
%to reply in the affirmative. The temptation is too great, bﬁt the pros-
:pect of severing my connection with ﬁﬁcGill % Montreal gives me no end of
"‘w;)rry. However, it may come to nought, but' of course I wrote to H. at

| ongce. Now I think - as I told him, - it had bettér be kept wuiet - not
ilet a rumour get about if possible. It would stir up another Hospitai agi-

- tations Shevherd may possibly vhave twigged it from the opening sentence




( : 3 Jitne.

.1884

/

of the letter. I sometimes think it may be a hoax but the matter of
fact communication - wh. Howard has - does not look like it./

“ "My heart within me is even like melting wax' at the thought of the

vossibillity of leaving you all.
Ko ‘ Toioh sSanetes e
WP -OSTRR

/

Shorn of its details. the story as he recountad it years afterward may'
. be given in Osler's own words:

(// I was restlng in & Germen town when 1 rec91Ved a2 cable from friends .
;1n Philadelphia, stating that 1f I would accept a professordhip there, 1
éshould commnicate with Dr. S. Weir Mitchell who was in Europe and who had
ibeén empowered to arrange the details. I sat up late into the night balanc-
iing the pfos and cons of Montreal and Philadelphia. In the former I had
‘meny friends, I loved the work and the opportunity\was great. In the
llatter the field avpeared very attractivé, but it meant leaving many dear
friénds. I finglly éave it up as unsolvable and decided to ieave it to
chance. I flipped & four mark silver piece into the air. '‘Heads I go to
Philadélphia; tails I remain at Montreai." It fell 'heads.' I went to
‘the telegraph office and wrote the telégram to Dr. Mitchell offering to
go to Philadelphia. I reached in gy pockets to pay for the wire. They
were emptye My omly change had been the four mark pieca which I had le f¢

'as it had fallen on my table. It seemed 1like an act of Providence directing

me to remain in Montreal. I half decided to follow the cue. Finally I ocon-


















As indicated, a cablg was rgceived from Weir Mitchell asking for a
meéting in Lendon, which took place some time later in June. To this epi-
soéé Osler, iﬁ—;ighte£;vein~and with some stretching of tﬁe facts, re-
ferred at thq’time of his departuié for England fifteen years later, as

follows:

(" 1 would 1like to tell you how I eame to this country. The men res-

%ponsible for my arrival were Samuel W. Gross and Minis Hays, of Pnila-
idelphia, who concocted the sch;me in the Medical News office and got James
Tyson to write a letter asking if I would be a candidate for the professor-
ship of clinical medicine in the University of Pennsylvania; That letter
reached me at Leipzig, having been forwarded to me from Montreal by gy
friend Shepherd. I had played so mhny pranks on my friends there that,
when the letter came, I felt sure it was all a joke, so little did I

think that I was one to be asked to succeed Dr. Penper. It was several
weeks before I ventured to answer:that letter, fearing that Dr. Shepherd
‘had, perhaps, surreptg%ﬁsly taken a’shéet of University of Pennsylvaﬁia
note~-paper on pur@ose to make the joke more certain. Dr. Mitchell

- cabled me to meet him in Lohdon, as he and his good wife were commissioned
to 'looi me over,' particularly with reference to personal habits. Dr.
Mitchell said there was only one way in which the breeding of a man s&&t—
able for such a position, innsuch a city as Philadelphia, could be tested: =
‘give him cherry pie and see how he dispose’ of the stones. I had read of
the trick before and disposed of them genteelly in my spoon - and got the

chair.*
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Mitchell meanwhile had gone to Paris, and-writes, Tyson vrging him

for 'unless we are pretty active we shall be saddled with' anothers 3o M

_c“d;‘] o lbae éu“nwuam jmlaﬁwﬁ,u Clut~ Jh arg fomr lbucic e G fodHKas s ok (T

}‘”"‘%%

olluc } llw)/"“"u7 —%T{’Aou
s To-—James —from S. Weir Mitchelle
REEATEON e

Paris, 17th Duly] 1065}

Dear James: - I send more letters about Osler, M—lﬁ—m—w—wﬁfﬂ‘

WM I(e was to write me after hearing from

3 Howa

rd and as he has not done 80 I wrote him today about it, but the testi-

‘monlals still coming st mean that he Csler haa decided., Pevper has writ-

' ten me at langth, and thinks that Bruen has great strength in the Board:

‘1 put him last for fitness and am in no doubt that Osler is in all ways

'the best men. He has every social need; his age is 35. He has won dis-

‘tinction as an investigator and writer, and will therefore add to our il-

lust

rations, and as to competence as a teacher 1f anyone can be believed

'he must be a really unusual instructor. I wiskh you would. write to Howard

‘zbout him. I would vote for Gsler with far less doubt in my mind than

‘one usually has and with less than 1 should have as to any other candidate.

11 tn

Guitaras would be my second choice and Starr my third. If possible

ink that the Provost and individual trustees, and I would say the

faculty, ought to see the testimonials of Osler, and so much of my letters

‘as ¢

oncern him, and as you might think well %o have copied. But these are

purely suggestions. 1f you think well of it Pyson would put together'éll

there is in Osler's favour and see tha.t all concerned saw it. = X B

) Wr&on“mm
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What Csler wrote Palmer Howard is not apparent, but a fragment of a

ietter from Howard, written as soon as rumours had reached his ears and

a meeting of the Faculty could be called, and which offers too late some

counter pfoposals, has been preserveds:

Prom Palmer Howard o W.. Q..
= S

The Saint Louis Hotel,
Quebec. (no date].

(/f

g_; o 1 avail mysalf of the first opportunity to commnicate to you. In

?the first place, the faculty is not willing at once to relieve you of

;the Professorship of Physiology, and to make an appointment to that chair-
‘of a Professor. It thinks it wiser to allow some person probably Dr.
Mills tﬁ lecture in the coming session on that subject for you with'the
view of finding out hip adaptatioﬁ to and_fitnesé/for the work of teachiﬁg.
Altho' they do not question his ability they have some fears of his parson-
al fitness in other respecté; Under this feeling and with‘these views
the'following resolution has passed und?ﬁously at a lafge meeting_o{'the

. ‘ ~leave before

Pac.: (Graik -and Wilkins being the—fe ‘having
‘ths“igEETﬁfIEﬁ“WEEFiRﬁRRr‘ﬁﬁnr~fatte1~twb~having-beenmabsent—thruugheu$w4~

{ Moved by Dr. Farnell, seconded by Dr. Roddick, that this Faculty au-

thorizes the Dean to communicate to Prof. Csler as follows'
That this Faculty undertakes to make arrangements for the establish-
mént of a2 chair of Pathology and Gomparative Pathology at as early a date

‘as possible.

That the sum of sixteen hundred dollars be thereby voted to Dr. Osler



| for this year. Now as to the other p;rt of it I don't know how to

g speak my own sentiments and those of the entire Fac. the thought of losing

é—you stuns us, and we feel anxious to do all that ‘'we can as sensible men to
; keep you amongst us, not only on account of your abilities as a teacher,

% your industry‘and enthusiasm as a worker, your personal wualities as a

% gentlemen, a colleague and a friend; not énly on account of the work you
;have already done in and for the school, but also peoause of the ecapabili-
ities we reccgnize in you for future useful work, both in original investi-
Zgation which shall add'reputation to MeGill and in systematic teaching of oww 4
fthé branches of Medical Sbience/ you may care to cultivate;and finally be-
- cause we have for years felt that vitalizing influence upon us indiwvidually

| exercised by personal contact with you - analogous to that produced by a

-

;potent ferment.

At thebsam; time we know nothing of the inducements that may hmve been
held out from other quarters, but hasten to assure you that the above ex-
vpresses the spirit of our intentions. In any case don't finally decide

‘to go elsewhere before you have either seen or communicated with us.

Ever yours truly,

'R Blatmer] HOWARD.

N\
To \)\oseph Leidy from Weir Mitchell.

Geneva,
Aug. 3rd (1884]

>
.

A :

Dear Leidy:- I spent all aay with Schiff yesterday, sesing his laboratories

:and assisting at his experluénts. He asked much about yo and made me laugh
N\

at his amazing memory, recalllng to me facts in my papers I\ﬁad forgotten

%.

x,[ : \ \



I\

‘to others present .)

RO e

He wents very much a copy of your rhizopods and if you have or can have one
isent by Smithsonian I shall be obliged. =« - /f
| 1 saw Csler in London and was very much‘ pleased w1tﬁ1 him and with a11
I heard concerning him in London he is a most accomplishe{d pathologlst
é;plzx:,nsiologmt and clinician, an admirable teacher; very poﬁular and wrbh
%the power of exclt:lng interest,in otl;ers- socially, a man : or the Biologl-
i;c:a.l Club, if by any g*ood luck we cgm get him. I may add El;at he has
;wrltten a number of clinmal pape/re, which are spoxen of ver} highly.

T have been one mon‘bh in Paris detained by my daughters ittack of
Typhoid; she is now getting well. Write me soon & remember me% Mrs. Leidy
el © Fp-friend

~WEIR-MITCHELL:

To H. V. Ogden from W. C.

25 Pussell Sq., London,
fAug. 1, 188@ :
}Dea.r Ogden: - Very glad to get your letter the other day. I have been in
‘England about three weeks and am enjoying London again. It is the world.
‘How I should like to live here! Perhaps you have heard that by Cct. lst
‘I may have changed my allefigiance and joined you as a citizen of the Gt..
‘:Republ_ic.'; I have been asked by some of my Philadelphia friends to be a
‘candidate for the chair of clinical medicins, veeant by the transference

of Pepper to the chair of medicine. I have consented and from what Peppqr

writes me I think they mean to elect me - at any rate I have the ‘etrong profes-

sional/ﬁxacking(-?-)-ﬂvefd—emii-tadl of the electionary board. The salary is about

.

©
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It was while'ie was at sea.that the_Edito}ial Board of the Medical News
' e Gamsmoumtament ; ;
saw fit to make this ont/In their issue of August 9th: e ’f’“dad“‘?'
(/// Dr. William‘Oslér of MeGill University, Montreal, is prominently
and favourably mentioned invconnection with the Professorship of Clinieéi
Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania, rendered vacaﬁt by thg/tians-‘

fer of Dr. Pepper to the Chair of Theory and Practice of Medicine. Dr.

Csler is widely known as a talented sqholar, a learned-clinician and a
gpopular teacher, and his eléétion, which it 1is undérstood will be wvery
i;t!.c:scept:a,‘ble to the Me@ical Faoulty,~wéu1diadd undoubtedly to the highfreuu-’
gtation wﬁich the Universitﬁﬁhas'always enjoyed. Dr. Osler hée just
ébeqn invited to deliver, next spring,‘the qﬁlstonian lectufas befors the

, EBoyal College of Physicians of Lopdcn, of which body he was elected a

%ﬁgllow, in May, 1883.

o

(This note was promptly quoted broadcast, so that by the time of his

‘landing, the cat was well out of the bag; The Cana@fan Mecical Association

met at Toronto, August 25th to 27th, the most notable feature of the meeting
v : 3

' being a long and, be it said, contentious address by Lawson Tait on the sub-

ject of abdominal surgery then in its infancye.and it is over infants that

their sponsors beceme guarrelsome. It may be sssumed, however, that Csler,

-

S
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at which Palmer Howard presided, and where somewhat more than the usual
< . Cosens _
felicitations on/Buch occasions were given. The students themselves, not

.Smio-l‘&' MW

to be outdtone, W a handsome hunting-case watch.*'ﬁ‘krdz“ﬁ'-‘

9. |y dear Student . - for so you always were, and to address you so expresses

my feelings still. ,.\I cammt—termﬁow—mmh’f—ap'pWymreab

eautiful*pres’é‘ﬁt“‘wrimh T have just receiveds T-

Wﬁt eincerefiy:—“” But I '}iﬁ“e"‘w*thank“yw*fand“yourf prede-

cessors of-ni s4e¢~é——p¥esent even richer and more enduring, one

The consciousness that during thek“be\iLyears of my sojourn at MeGill I

won the esteem of the successive classes 1i:gs,ﬂ)deep among my most cherished
feelings, and shall ever be indissolubly joined'\"ixnx my mind with those most

N
sacred and enduring memories of family, home and friendship. As T look into .

the future such a feeling is at once a comfort and a stiklu',]:us - dashed

though it be at present with the thousht that there was an alement of in-

& .












rom 1872 to 1878 was a great period in medicine; it just
preceded the bactenol gical era in which the nature of infec-
tion was established; Pasteur had completed his studies on
fermentation and the sﬂ -worm disease and was in the midst
of his revolutionary work on anthrax; Koch, an obscure
country physician, was beg1 ning his studles on bacteria and
developing the\methods Wh'ch made their scientific study
possible; Virchowswas at the height of his fame; Cohnheim
and Weigert had begiw in Breslau and in Leipsic their remark-
able work a New univers 'ty in St asburg had just been estab-
y \Ets products ; physiology,

eipsic, had taken a new

conjecture; new
being everywhere

He could easily have become a great scientist,

path which led to the formation of the great clinician which
he became ; a worthy associate of the great men who have made
English medicine famous.

(11)

T Ioprte, g Brstaten .
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"Twenty—flve years ago this Faculty, with some hardihood, selected a

young and untried man to deliver the lectures on the Institutes of Medicine.
With characteristié gener'oaity thé men who had claims on the pas»ition. in virtue
of service in the school, recognizing that the times were changing. stepped
aside in favour of one who had had the advantage of post-graduate training in
the sub,jeets to be taught. @h@ experiment of the Faculty, supplemented on
my part by enthusissm, eens.titutienal energy, and a fondness for the day's
work, led te a certain measure of success. I have tried to live over again i %

i lin msmery those happy early days, but by no possible effort can I reeall mueh

that I woald fain remember. The dust of passing years has blurred the details > ?
even in part the general outlines of the pieture._ The blessed faculty of ?
| fergetting is variously diSplayed in us. In some, gg in our distinguished '

countryman, John Beattie Crozier, it is absent 'altegeth, and,he fills chapter
after chapter with delightful reminiséences and descriptions of his experiences
‘| and mental states. At corresponding periods - we are about'\the same age - my
memory heve-rs like a shade about the magic circle which Ulysses, drerw in'Hades;
but finds no Tiresias to 1ift the veil with which oblivion has covered the past.
‘Shadowy as are these recollectiens, which, _ -

b§ they what they may
Are yet the fountain light of all our day,
~ Are yet a master light of all our seeing,

they are doubly precious from their association with men who welcomed me into

‘|the Faculty, ‘now, alas, a sadly reduced remmant. To them - to their influ

to their example, to the kindly encouragement I received at their hands - I can




never be sufficiently grateful. “Faithfulness in the day of small things may

be said to have been the distinguishing feature of the work of the Faculty in
those days. The lives of the senior members tancht us youngsters the lesson
ef professional respensibility, and the whole tene of the plaee was stimulating

and refreshing. It was an education in 1tself, particularly in the a.menities

of faeulty and professional life, to come under the supervision of tw such

Deans as Dr. Geérge Campbell and f)r. Palmer Hwaﬂ. How delightful it would
be to see the chairs which they adormed in the seheel‘en.(iowed in fheir memories
and called by their names! -

"One recollection is not at all shadowy - j;he contrast in my feellings
today only serves to sharpen the outlines. My first appearance before the

class filled me with a tremulous uneasiness and an overwhelming sense of

: embarrassment. I had never lectured, and the only paper I had read before a

seciety was with all the possible vaso-motor accompaniment§, With a nice
censidefatien my colleagues did not add to my distress by their presence, and
enee inside the leeture room the friendly greeting of the boys calmed my .

ﬂuttering heart, and, as so often happens, the ordeal was most severe in

anticipatien. One pemanont impreumn ef bhe session abides f--‘the awful

task of the preparation of about one hundred lectures., After the ten or

twelve with which I started were exhausted I was on the treadmill for tho

’remaindeir of the session. TFalse pride férbade the reading o the excellent

lectures of my-predecesser, Dr. Drake, which, with his wonted goodness of

heart, he had effered. 1 reached Jé:‘mary in an exhausted conditiom, but o
relief was at hand. One day the post brought a brand-new work on phys ology

by a well-¥nown German professer, and 1t was rema.rkable with what ra.pidit my



labours of the last half of the session were lightened.

" An extraordinary

improvement in the lectures was noticed; the students benefited, and I gained

rapidly in tﬁe facility with which I could translate from the German.
"Long before the session was over I had learned to appreciate the value

' of the position entrusted to me, and sought the means to improve ‘the methed;s'

;ef teaching. I had had the advant".age of one of ‘;he first systematic courses

on practical physiology given at University College, London, a good part of

fwhieh aensistedﬁ'@‘f lessons and demonstrations in histology. ' In the first 7

' session, with but\"‘“g\_ singio microscope, I was’enly' ablé te gi-ve the stoek display

of the eireulatien':‘g_ the blood, ciliary aétion, ete., but a fortunate appoint-

ment as physicisan to tig smallpox department of the General Hospital carried

'with it a salary which eﬁﬁbled me to order a dozen Hartnéek‘mieroscdpes and a

few bits of simple a.ppara.tﬁ[. This is not the only benefit I received from

the old smallpox wards, which i remember with gratitude, as frém them I wreté

my first clinical papers. Duri thé hext session I had é. series of Satufday
demonstrations, and. gave a privat; _course in practical histology. One grateful
1mpressien remains - the appreciati by the students of tkese optional and
extra hours. For several years I had to work with very scanty accommedatien;
treapassing in the chemical laboratory in winter, and in summer using the old
claa.k recm dewnstairs fer the hlstolegy. ‘In 1880 I felt very proud ‘when the
faculty cenverted one of the lecture rooms into a physiological laberatery and
raised a fund to furnish and equip it. Meanwhile I had found time to take
my bearings. From the chair of the Institutes of lMedicine beth physielagy

- and pathology were taught. It has been a time-honoured eust#m to devote

{ twenty lectures of the course to the latter, and as my celléagués at the

Mentreal General Heapital had placed the pest-—mertem room at my dispesal L soon



fed t instw 1 the patheegieal part of thewerk. In
truth, I lacked the preper technique for practical physiology. For me the
ai)paratnq never would go right, and I had not a Diener who could prepare even
the simplest experiments. Alas! there was money expended ( my own usually,

I‘ am‘happy to aé,y, but aometimes_ my friends', as I was a shocking beggar!)

in apparatus that I never could set up, but over which the freshmen ﬁmly

| believed that I spent sleepless nights in elaborate researches. Still one
could always get the blood to circulate, cilia to wave a.n‘d the fibrin to
digest. I do no\t think that any member of the ten successive clasaes to which
I lectured understood the structure of a lymphatic gland, or of the spleen, or
. of the placental clrcu}ation. To those structures 1 have to-day an mgrained
ﬁatréd, and I am a.lways delighted when a new researeh demonstrates the folly
et all preceding views of their formatiomn. Upon no sub,jeeta had I harder work
to conceal my 1gn6rance. I have l_eamed since to be a hetter student, and to
be ready t-o say to my fellow studen;cs. "I do not know." TFour years after my

eollege appointment the Governors of the Montreal General Hospital elected me

on.the visiting staff._  'What better fortune could a young man desire! I laft

the same day for Londga/ ith my ‘dear friend, George Ross, and the happy da.ys

we had togeths working at clinical mediciae did much to wean me from nmy first

/ From that date I p‘.id more and more attentien to pathology and practieil

medicine, and added to my courses one 1n morbid anatomy, a.nother in pathalogical
histology, and a summer class in clinical medieine. I had become a pluralist_‘
of the most abandoned sort, and at 1:.he end of ten years it was difficult ﬁo say
wﬁat I did profess: I felt like the man in Alcibiades II. to'whom_are applied

¢

the words of the poet: - s ‘

-

Full many a thing he knew;
But knew them all badly.




"(‘{eakenedr in this wa&, I could not resist when temptation eamlgv ﬁo pﬁsturoa
new in thé fresh and narrower'fi'e‘lé. of clinical medicine.
}’ﬁftor ten years of hard work 1 1eft. this city a rich man net in this :
| world's goods, for such I have the misfortune - or the good fertu.ne - 1ightly
to estoem, but rieh in the goods which neither rust nor moth have been able to
corrupt, - in treasures of frienéship and good felle‘wsﬁip, and in those
treasures of widened experience and a fuller knowledge of men and manners which
contact with the bright m;_lnds in the professi@n ensures. My heaﬁ;, or a goori
bit of it at least, has stayed with those who besiewod on me these treasuresr.
{ Many a.day I have felt it turn towards thvis oity bto the dear friemds I left
there, my coliege companions, my teachers, my old chums, the men with whom I

lived in closest intimaey, and 1;1 parting from whom I felt the chordae

-tendineze grow tense .R
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