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P (Mr. 7. 7. gates to RE-—betey) 12 13

March 4, 1902,

(Typewritten)

1%

Br. Wm, Osler, M,D., ‘LL.D.,
Baltimore, Md,

Dear Sir:-

May 1 say to you perscnally what I said to Dr. Gilman, in a recent
delightful evening spent with him and other gentlemen at the house of Mr. John
D. Rockefeller, Jr., of this city?

May I introduce'myself by saying that I am and have been for many years
exclusively employed as Mr, John D, Rockefeller's representative in many of his
business enterprises and philanthropies, beginning with the establishment of the
University of Chicago?

Some years ago, in carrying out a determination to become more intelli-
gent as a layman on the subject of the current and common diseases, I purchasged
a copy of your "Principles and Practice of Medicine," on the advice of a bright
young medical friend, Happening to receive it just as I was about to start on a
vacation, I took the book with me and read it from beginning to end, with absorb-
ing interest, and with a medical dictionary at my side,

In reading it, I was impressed specially with the vast number of dis-
eases that are certainly or probably originated by bacteria and with the success
that has attended the efforts to isolate the germs of disease in so many in-
stances, and equally with the fact that as yet only one specific seems certainly
to have been found, in the antitoxin for diphtheria; and the vast possibilities
for good lying in this field of research opened up before my imagination and
fired my enthusiasm. 1 acquainted myself in a general way with what is being
done in Paris and Berlin, and with the fact that with the exception of the work
of Johns Hopkins, comparatively little seems to have been accomplished in the
United States, I therefore laid the matter before Mr Rockefeller, and sought
to impart to him my own interest, kindled by the reading of your book, in bac-
teriological research. His enthusiasm was easily kindled, and deeming the matter
of vast importance, he immediately employed s special agent, well gqualified for
the work, to make exhaustive investigations as to what is being done and the best
way of promoting research in this country, This gentleman came into relation
with many eminent biologists, and the result was the Rockefeller Institute’ﬁbf
which you remember Dr Weleh is the Chairman, with an initial and tentative
working fund of §200,000,00 with which to experiment, - the final scope and char-
acter of the.work to be determined by experience.

“In the course of our study of the subject, we became acquainted with
the very excellent work being done at Harvard, and while it was not thought
best to connect the Institute with the Harvard lledical School, we were profoundly
impressed with the very superior work done at that institution. Accomdingly, after
the establishment of the Institute in the tentative way above described, Mr, Rocke-
feller contributed a million dollars to the Harvard School.

~Both of these gifts grqw directly out of your book. The first, while not
as yet large in money, has in it possibilities by no means circumscribed by the pre~-
sent gift. It has occurred to me that Possibly you might be gratified to know of an
incidental and perhaps to you guite unexpected good which your valuable work has
wrought,
Yours very truly,

F., T. Gates.

B rfaslia Jow 141900
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