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Soon after his arrivél he paid an eaily visit to Cambridge, and as
Frofessor Nuttall writes: "He dropped in upon us like a breeze, made a
bee line for the nursery, and within five minutes by the clock had my
daughter Carmelita, aged three, on his back with her érms around his neck,
and one boy - aged nine and ten - on each knee. The four were uproarious."
Buttall of course had been one of the early Johns Hopkins group, with
whom intimacy was natural eriough, but with Osler intimacy spread rapidly)
and among his Cambridge friends, whom he numbered by the scoreﬁ s for none
had he a greater attachment than for Sir Clifford Allbutt. Allbutt sub-
seguently wrote of him*:

L*Cf. Nature, Jan. 8, 1920, p. 472.

) A gquality that made him so fascinating a companion, his teaching so
vivid and telling, and his parts in debate so lively, was his wit and
humour; the sharpness of\the wit tempered by the sweetness of the humour.
Indeed, much of his playfulness and whimsical mystifications were, in na-
turalist's phrase, 'a protective colouring' that covered deep sensibilities.

In its finesse his conversation resembled that of Henry Sidgwick, not a

more or less laboured deliverance of epigrams but a ligpt and nimble play

of insight and fun. Much of its piquancy lay in the half concealment of

| the treasures of the mind.
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So it was not merely the sk;lful doctor, the‘great scholar, the
research student, or often the wise and tactful refofmer, but far more
the sympathetic friend which made him what he was to others - and &s &’
brother to the Regius of Cambridge. There is a story told, indeed,
of their arrivingf£¥’é reception somewhere in London and proceeding up

\lexy” (R etk
the broad stairs arm in arm;ugntei§ﬁ§’the roou1%&ﬂnnrﬁnnarTRnnr1xﬂﬁuL—

% e M\\.‘fiw«tﬁ R
their-names, whereupon,Osler murmured a word into the ear of the usher

who in a stentorian voice announced "The Brothers Regii!" who advanced

together and made a low, stage bow.
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