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HIS new department eannot be in-

sugurated more appropriately
than by giving here some slight ac-
count of one of the greatest of mod-
ern bibliophiles, to be followed by
extracts from his essays on books.

Willlam Osler was born at Bond
Head, Ontario, Canada, July 12, 1819;
was graduated from Trinity College,
Toronto, took his M. D. at McGill
University in 1872, became professor

~ there and, in 1884, at the University
. of Pennsylvania, moved 'to Johns
¢ Hopkins in 1889 as its first professor
of medicine, and went to Oxford in
1906. He was made a baronet in
~ 1911, ]

As a great physiclan, a genius at
diagnesis, an inspiring teacher and
the author of what is still the stand-
ard textbook on the practice of
medicing im [English (translated
into French, German, Spanish, and
even Chinese), beside innumerable
special  stodies, his medical fame
was and is world-wide and based
on actual work done well. He
himself wished to be remembered
chiefly @8 having taught medicine
at the bedside of the patient
and ‘as one who loved his fel-
low men. When he died at Oxford
on December 29, 1919, “The London

+“Pimes” well said that it was the
“power of evoking the love of his
fellow workers that most distin-
guished him.”

He suffered keenly gnd long under
the very widespread 'but strangely

* fantastic distortion of & harmless

oL whimaj reference . (when . taking
‘M% king in 1906) to J

T TOIN forgitte
Fixed Periéd.” The newspapers rever
mentioned Trollope, whose book js
still inaccessible, but the crucial pas-
sagen may skill be found where they
first  appeared, anonymously, in
“Blackwood's Magazine” for October,
188T, pp. 4138, 428. (")
¥or seven years, unti} his death,
ha was president of the Bibliograph-
jeal Society of England and America
end its debt to him in many ways is
reat. He was a member of the fa-
t"““’ Roxburghe Club, the oldest and
i discriminating eof the book
Jubs. He was a eurator of the BRod-
ian Library, and “The Bodleian
uarterly Record” was slarted at his
gpestion and with "his generous
ipport,

HOVUL

host

After his only child, Edward
1vr‘re Osler (a dirett descendant of

5 '}ul Revere), was killed in action
- September, 1917, not then twenty-
; years old, the broken-hearted
. i{her presented all his books to the
“hns Hopkins University, wh a
ftable endowment to form a Tudor
Studrt Club there somewhat sim-
‘f to the Elizabethan Club at Yale.

“

“Incunabula Medica; & Study of the
* Harliest Printed Medical Books, 1467-
' 1480,” unfinighed at his death, has re-

Osler's masterly monograph,

scently been completed and was issued

f

last year by the Bibliographical Se-
! giety, with a personal preface by the

author’s friend, A. W. Pollard (the
. prineipal keeper of printéd books at
" the British Museum), who says:

His own zest and enthusiasm
were infectious and he waas unfail-
ing in the sympathy with which he«
cheered those who were doing the
spade work, which it was im-
possible that he himself should find

¢ time. More than this:  He worked’

| have been his bibliographical mag-

B

out for himself a really noble con-
ecption of bibliography. To him
a boak wl; 8 _true spirit and -
DR el Atk Amd. wvery
: however dull, eonld become
o 8 | esting as playing its own little
o

For years he worked on what would
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num opus—an elaborate eatalogue,
with historical and biographical
mnotes, of his wonderfully rich, his-
torically arranged, scientific and med-
ieal library, bequeathed to  McGill
University, Montreal, Naturally there
are still many gaps in the collection,
but the number of historieally im-
portant and rare or unusual books is
large and Dr. Osler's notes on them
are interesting and informing. The
“Catalogue” has been carefully com-
pleted as far as possible, is being
printed by the Oxford hniversity
Press and will be published soon.
Its most striking feature is the first
group, & “Bibliotheca Prima,” de-
signed to show:

1. The evolution of knowledge in
science and medicine;

2 The life and work of the men
who made the great original contri-
butions;

by arranging in s comparatively
small number of works the essential
literature grouped about the men of
the first rank, arranged in chrono-
logical order. It begins with Lucre-
tius (as giving a general view and
as apparently the first to give “a
correct - account of man’s origin”),
anthropologists, ete.,, for “The Be-
ginnings”; then Egypt, etc., and ends
with Réntgen (Na. 1702). Then
comes the “Bibliotheca Secunda”
(less important writers, arranged al-
phabetically-—now in proof through
Carl Ludwig, No. 8282, in all), to be
followed by groups “Histories,” “Bio-
graphica,” “Bibliographica,” “Incu-
nabula” and “Manuseripts”--some
760 pages in all, probably, of which
about 800 are alrcady in revised
proof,

o

o |
really significant or interesting books,
but he always toek special pleasure
in teaching bibliography and an in-
telligent love of books informally,
but with rare knowledge, judgment
and a grasp of the human as well as
of the historical elements. In Bal-
timore, as in Oxford, he invited his
students to his hospitable home,
showed his most interesting books
and told them stories in connection
with their authors and the history of
the subject so simply and yet so
vividly that even the least inter-
ested of his many hearers hecame
thrilled and never forgot the im-
pression of the chief facts, Simi-
larly, at the Johna Hopkins Mospital
Historical Club and elsewhere, he
made many an old book and its
author really live again. He might
have called these talks and demon-
strations “book clinies.” Now others
would probably ecall them masterly
applications of the -“case system.”
His various printed addresses and
essays dealing with books and men
are singularly charming. His faver-
ite author was Sir Thomas Browne,
whose quaint humor and strange
conceits delighted him always.

In Baltimors Dr. Osler formed a
+mall informal dining elub, which he
named “The Ship of Fools.” It proved
80 agreeable that when he was leav-
ing for Oxford the members pre-
sented him with & magnificent “Hen-
riade” (Londres, 1741), inscribed
by Voltaire to his physician, Dr. de
Silva—a fitting application by others
of the principle on which he him-
self alwnys so generously and unself-
ishly scted: “The true bibliophile
has a keen pleasure in geeing an im-
portant document in its proper
home” ("Canadian Medical Associa-
tion Jourmal,” September, 1912, page
834). Too many collectoras eollect
A:nty for themselves!

He was ever om the lookout for
same interesting volume to give to
that one of his many friends (includ-
ing libraries) who would best appre-
edate it. No one could be more gen-
erous, no one ever proved himself a
more thoughtful friend of the bibli-
ophiles—truly a bibliophile par, ex-
cellence! = Would that there were

mpre lihl him} ;

iy

Dr. Osler was not only a singu-

T IS hard for me to speak of the

value of libraries in terms which
would not seem exagpgerated. RBooks
have been my delight these thirty
years, and from them I bave re-
ceived incalculable benefits. To study
the phenomena of disease ~ with-
out books is to sail an uncharted sea,
while to study books without patients
is not to go to sea at all. Only a
maker of books ean appreciate the
labors of others at their true value.
Those of us who have brought forth
fat volumes should offer hecatombs at
thesa shrines of Minerva- Medica.
What exsuccous, attenuated offspring
they would have been but for the
psbulum furnished through the
placental circulation of & library.
How often can it be said of us with
truth, “Das beste was er ist verdankt
er Andernl® , . . But whén one
considers the umending making of
books, who does not sigh for the
happy days of that thrice happy Sir
William Browne, whose . pocket
library sufficed for his life's needs;
drawing from a Greek Testament his
divinity, from the aphorisms of Hip-
pocrates his medicine and from an
Elzevir Horace Mis good sense and
vivacity. There should be in conpec-
tion with every library a eorpa of in-
structors in the art of reading, who
would, as s labor of love, teach the
young idea how to read. An old
writer says that there are four sorts
of readers: “Sponges which attract
all without distinguishing; Howre-
glasses which receive and poure out
as fast; Bagges which only retain
the dregges of the spices and let the
wine escape, and Sives which retalne
the best onely.” A man wastes a
great many years before he reaches

A

-which 1s so apt to. overtake ' him,
Self-centered, self-taught, he leads a
solitarylife, and unless his every day
experience is controlled by eareful
reading or by the attrition of a medi-
enl society it soon ceases to be of the
slightest value and beéomes n mere
accretion of isolated facts, without
correlation. Tt is astonishing with
how little reading a doctor can prac-
tice medicine, but it is not astonigh-
ing how badly he may do it. A

There is a third class of men in the

than to teachers or practitioners—a
small, a silent band, but in reality
the leaven of the whole lump. The
profane call them bibliomaniacs, and
in truth they are at times irrespon-
sible and do not always know the
difference between meum and teum.

. . Loving books partly for their
contents, partly for the sake of the
authors, they not alone keep alive
the sentiment of historjcal eontinuity
in the pml’esigion, but they are the
men who make possible such gather-
ings as the one we are enjoyipg this
evening. We need more men of their
elass, particularly in this country,
where every one carries in his pocket
the tape measure of utility. Along
two lifies their activity ds valuable.
By the historical method ‘alone can
many problems in medicine be ap-
proached profitably. For example,
the student who dates his knowledge
of tuberculosis from® Koch may have
4 very correct, but he has a very in-
complete, appreciation of the subject.
Within a quarter of a century our
libraries will have eertain aleoves
devoted to the historical considera-
tion of the great diseases, which
will give to the student that mental
perspective which is so valuable an
equipment in Iife. - The past is a good
nurse, as Lowell remarks, particularly
for the weanlings of the fold.

"Tis man’s worst deed

To-lat the things that have been run
to waste

And in the unmeaning Present sink
the Past.

\

But in & more excellent way these
laudatores temporis acti render a
royal service. For each one of us to-
day, as in Plato’s time, there is a

the “sive” stage, . Ir iiiihws.
e Sl
practitioner s well-
rectl’@r@s of the- premature?‘r&xility‘

profession to whom books are dearer |-

The very marrow and fitness of books
may not suffice to save a man from
becoming a poor, mean-spirited devil,
without a spark of fine professional
feeling and without a thought'above
the sordid issues of the day. The
men I speak of keep alive in us an
interest in the great men of the past,
and not, alone in their wébrks, which
they cherish, but in their lives, which
they emulate. They would remind
us continually that in the records of
no other profession is there to bhe
found so large a number of men who
havea combined

intellectual pre-
eminence with nobility of character.
This higher education 8o much

needed to-day is not given in the
school, 1s not to be bought in the
market-place, but it has to be
wrought out in each one of us for
himself; it is the silent influence of
character en echaracter, amd in no
way more potently than in the con-
templation of the lives of the great
and good of the past, in no way more
than in “the touch divine of noble
natures gone.”

I should like to see in each library
a seleet company of the Immortals
set apart for special adoration. Each
country might have its representa-
tives in a sort ef alcove of Fame, in
which the great medieal classics were
gathered. = Not mecessarily books,
more often epoch-making econtribu-
tions to be found in ephemeral jour-
nals,

(**Books and Men. Remarks made
at the opening of the new building
of the Boston Medical Library Jan.
12, 1901.” Boston Medical and Surg.

Journal, 1901, wvol, 144; repr. in
Osler’'s  vol. “Aequinimitas,” 1904,
ete.) i

Bedside Library for Medical Students

A liberal education may be had at

a very slight cost of time and money, «

Well filled though the day be with -

the be
ten talents, rest not satisfied with -

appointed tasks, to make the

possible use of your one or of

\\_'

your professional training, but try i

to get the education, not of a
scholar at least of a gentleman.es Be.
fore going to sleep read for half an

hour and in the morning have a book

open on your dressing table, You
will be surprised to find how mugch
can be accomplished in the course of
a year., I have put down a list of
ten books which you may make close.
friends. There are many others;
studied ecarefully in your student

days these will help in the innem '

education of which I speak. .

L. 01d and New Testament.
I1. Shakespeare,
III. Montaigne (Temple Classics o®
: Everyman's Library).
IV. Plutarch’s Lives. i
V. Marcus Aurelius. |
VL Epictetus. ’ |
VIL Religio Medici (ed. by Dwm
Greenhill, Mncmillbn’g Goldem
Treasury Series). ;
VIII. Don Quixote. o Y
IX. Emerson. e,

X. Oliver Wendell Holmea—ﬁﬁaﬁ-
fast Table Series.

(Osler’s vol, “Aequinimitas,” 19“: g

ete.) - '
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- The Book Mart

Old—New—Rare and Unusual Books

BARGAIN OFFERS

RARE BOOK C€O., 97 to 99 NASSAU 8T,
New York, dealers in old historical
books, Christian Sclence literature, old

o i raphed letters. Catalogues

e aE AT i e 3

MAGAZINKE
GAINS,
%‘;VNBAH..

28s. e S
BOOKS WANTED
WE WILL BUY REVIEW COPIRZ O

T TRUBSCRIPTION  BAR-
Limited offédrs. List free.
8 Rowena Street, Boston,

good blography, memaolrs, travel, ete,
ZFelophone Stugvesant 4246, :
BOOKS BOUGHT--COMULICTE 1LIRRA
RIKR or small collections, Hatimntes
cheerfully furnished. MADIRON

BOOK STORW, 61 Fast 59th St.
__phone Regent 7!11;-L_____

TRANKLIN ROOK STfor,
BAth 8t ersonal enllas made for in-
spection of your anlable books, Write
us! Highest prices paid for complete
reta Large diaplay old
books for sale.

BINDERIES

L8 N
National Geographio
pectus on application,
bers and ecormpleta volu
Also do all other binding
MAN, Bookbinder, 306 Mast
Roegent 2197,

SEND YOUR NATIONAT G
Magaozines, periodicals, for
guaranteed binding, §$1.60;
Beriptive lieratura,
BOOKBINDERY, 16 Hast 13th.
vesant 8913,

¢ GENERAL ITEMS

b BOOKS BOUGHT &

THGMS & ERON, INC, A CORPORA-
TION dealing in old and rare books,
autographs, etc.,, are the largest buyers
and distributors of old books in this
country. We are in the market to buy
for spot cash books in large or emall
quantities and entire private libraries,
We especially want lmited sets, de luxe
editions and late encyclopedias. Auto-
graphs also bought. Free packing and
removal. The advantages accruing to
the sellar of books in dealing with a
large concern are obvious, 1THOMS &
ERON, INC,, 24 Barclay 5t., New York.
Tel. 8063 Cortland.
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Epgaling's

request de-
BEGGELING
Stuy-

1 BOOKS ON EVERY PHASFE OF AMERI-

CAN hiatory; genealogy: local history.
Catalogs on request.
BOOK SHOP, 312 W, 34th Street, N. Y,
BACK NUMBERS OF M7
newspapers and magazinen,
P. McGOWN, 1487 Hroadway,

BOOKS ON GENFALOGY AND FAMILY

history. Researches made. CHARLES
A. O'CONNOR, 231 S8pruca St., New
York City.

INSTRUCTION

JORRESFONDENCE COURSE SOLD,
complete; one-third usual prices he-
causoe slightly used; easy terma; money
back guarantes, All achools and sub-
Jects. Write for special free catalogue,

Courses bought for eash. RECONOMY

EDUCATOR SERVICE, T-202 West

Ak Hrrget, New Xovie B 00
__LANGUAGES

WORLD-ROMIC SYSTEM, MASTER-
KEY to all languages. Primers, $1.04:
Chinesge, French, Spanish, Pronuncia-
tion-Tables, 30c, LANGUAGES, 8

__West _40th, New York. al st

LITERATURE OF OTHER
NATIONS

FRENCH BOOKS AND MAGAZINGH.

higher as well ag 8 Jower e

Lists on request. FRENCH-AMERI-

", CGAN BOOKSHOP, 71 West 98th Street.

i

TIHERE CADMUS |-

AMERICA-SOUTH-OF-U.-8,, 44 WasT
'um St. New York, the only bookshop
n thig nnumry dealing exclusively in
books, Damphlety, maps, rints, cur-
rent *and out-of-print, nEuut Bouth
America, Mexlco, Central
- West Indlen. . Nate s sues
L EDWARD \\_I;_N.{\J}-I_y.‘H_.___l'ujupriotor. it
RUSSIAN NATIONAY. BOOK STORE,
Columbus  Cirele — Complete "
Russlan books and English
¢ tions of Russian authors, Al ¥nglish
Ii.;::nlkn on Russia. B. Brasols, “The
“‘si‘{:[-“m.e Sheet of SBovietism'' on sale,
FRENCH-ITALIAN-SPANY
molka,

line of
transia-

et ey
~GERMA
AR Qur stock is most oum.p!mlv.
‘va or catalogua stating language
deaired SCHOENHOM'S 387 Wash=
lnx:!uvu___.‘it:,__ Hoston, M,n,ss;.

LITERATURE OF FOREIGP}
At I_AIY(QQAGES
STECTIERY'S NEW ADDRESS: 31 B,

:x:’))l)l,\;'vI“l.!rnil'll,urn)ur: prmn]:rqﬁ;so?'zllﬁj\%z

i“”',’m;,,!““-;:‘\;'aun and Foreign Books
. OO ERINT

!-'~l'l”NT BOOKS ON ALL SUUB-
moeTsy auvickly supplied at lowest cnﬁt.
We also spreialize in first editions rare
lllnnbm, ronealogiens, mngazines 3
Wioks, ete No charg B8
for this anrvice. ittt
AMERICAN

Dropt, [

Longa

ouT-0
J B

English
abligation
Annonncements free,
] LIBRARY HMH\"ICE.
600 1ifth Avenuo, New York,

' 10426,

_ PROFESSIONAL SERVICES _

LETTERS TIAT PRODUC -
"l“lelt"l"’l‘\«;E 1]1):}'!"1‘[*}"."1 C()'MP‘%NY D;?.
on 2d. Bryant 7711. 17 U
i3 Hm'nphin_g, malling. “ I‘yplmr. -
PUBLIC STENOGRAPHERS: PLAVS
novels, qovm‘u-lns, short “WIQ;FI&A“KIB: ’
graphing, STEPHANY & cCoO, 133
Hw‘r_\{_ﬂ_ﬁ_{_ﬂ_ﬂ_i(ﬁhﬂ Street. Bryant 8779, '
T e e
___RARE FIRST EDITIONS |
SEND  FOR TER

First editlons, curfosa, face '
sport Cruikshank, cnlor‘mll!'?
other rare and desirablée books, « BIB-

INTERESTING  CATAS |
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LIOPH LR, i
Ir\}? J_l_sﬂ Brgokside AVV.’. Moun‘t,,

_Vernon,

By <:|d editor, international
author of a dozen works: ‘blography..
history, ete. Would lmdermko‘za bnl .
raphy or give literary or. lHbrary merve
:?,r:..” I‘)\kj’\w":?,ﬁ“"g"d stude’nt of Uteras
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'RESEARCH WORK WANTED.

__SCIENTIFIC BOOKS '

and books on natural history boug

and msold by HENRY FIEDLER,
Vnﬂny St.

SETS OF SCIENTIFIC PERIOD]CAIS;.N.’ :
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STAMPS

STAMP COLLECTING

Interenting, maucnuozulf
Young; Study and*® Re
for the Tiréd Rusiness Man.
COLLECTIONS: *
1,000 All Different Stamps,
2,000 " I
. »
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