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• wtcli tneue.ges: At h ghe$t import~nce • •. 

to mti.yoril, town meetings a'nd that mts-' ..;,.: ., :, •. • . 

cellaneous rabbl~ out of whfcb t;hat noble. · • Ja¼, pr ~Y'' 

force known · M .Public OpiQ.i~n , proceeds. • ~rnel!tly ~QJ'lettt . 

He was a booklllnn/an enamoreq blblfo- •. t1t.h ~ubhc hetll . 

~rap__her, a cu:atfr .of _:ho i~dleia~ . a~i~: ' st.ted1cal educa~t 

ree- or or t\le Ox~ I'11e"ff a {ourl'(er"' ~- resaarch;'._;~ .2 

1 patron 21nd ..pl'om?ter or libr~ries' in Eng~ , not ~esire to , 

land, Canada and the United St;ltes. Be- I ow hthc oook- n_o 

sides all this, he 'wao a beautiful an d lova.,. ownc1· would lend it 

ble character, completely pos3essing ;ev- long"enough to read 

era! great and simple virtues which di;ew 1- it tbrough~:mtl re- • 

men to him und held them. ' • • peatedly to make his 
way through i'ts 

•fourteen h u n d r e d 

inspiring and richly 
informntive pal),'!"!! . 

As for the medical profession, 1 fancy 

not much inviting will be reqllircd to brlrtg 

it io thii; sumptuous feast. ',f'ht> hc::id of 

the Johns Hopkins Hospital, the .:tuthcr 

of "Th9 Princi ples and Prac~ict> of Medi- ' 

~'lnP" and "Aequani::1itas," toucli td it at 

all pointc'1. V.'hcrever he touch ,zd it, he 

• glori:-ied it. He loved every honest mec'li, 

ea! man from Galen, Hippocrate:; awl Avi­

ccnna to his Alabarl'la sludc.,t, a11d if he 
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sion was contagious. William caught it, 
became an infatuated micros~opist and , 
soon was so dee_ply absorbed in fresh­
water polyzoa that he neglected his letters 
to his family. The influence o/ the mas­
ter was reinforced by the medical director 
of the school, James Bovell. In 1868 Wil­
liam bought his first edition of Sir Thoml\& 

, Browne's works, and began hi!! life-loni' 
collecting of .the "Religio MedicL" Theol- . , 
ogy waned and medicine waxed. He went 
to McGill, where he received the best 
medical education to be had in Canada, 
and graduated with a special prize for a 
thesis "greatly distinguished for original-

ity an~ research." 

Perhaps the most significant thing that 
Osler did after he j.vas graduated 
was not to get married. Marriage he 
postponed till his forty-third yel\r, in ac­
cordance with his advice to young medlcal 
students, that they should put their af- • 
fections "on ice." Instead of getting mar­
ried he went abroad for tw,o years and 
studied with the best masters in Europe 
and England, including seventeen months 
with John Burton Sanderson, whom thir­
ty-four years later he succeeded as Regius 
Professor of Medicine at Oxford. At the 
age of twenty-four he r,eturned to McGill 

, as Professor of the Institutes of Medicine, 
which position he held from 1874 to 18_84, , 

' He was called to the :Professorship o( 
· • C }J }-. -------~, CUhiqal "Medicine- a'C :-'the U:Divilr&ity. -o! 

- . Tl:i~ f ~ . Jgh, a tng Pennsylvania in 1884 1a11-d remained there 
~ till 1889. Then he accepted his po·st' ~t 

r"· : _of M 'edicine the Johns , Hopkin!3, and ,held it. in sp1te 
. , T 1 : of all temptation!.!, till 1905, when Oxford 

( Con'ttnucd f1·orn, page one) 

the speaker as "a very excellent exam­
ple o( what . t)1~ ~ta~;• could do wi~h a 
Cana4tan whe~ ?~ght toung." That wall 
a fair ambass•dorial crack, but· Dr. Cush­
ing's 11dmirahle opening chapters ~n the 
~irth and upbringi_ng· df our physician do 
nt>t justify i~ The States were ri1ore 
~deb~d, to Osler than Osler to the States. 
M'hat ., the Johns Hopkins got when it 
called this Canadian was a physician who 
~d supplemented his training in the best 
Edmbu-Fgh traditions by , acquaintance 
•With the latest developments on the Con-
tinent.' ' • 

' Osler was· a good Canadian, a good 
!A~erican, a good Englishman, but of na­
,tio.na!lty . he made little, and he 'was' never• 
•an American citizen! • His parents were 
English people out of Cornwall-the 

!'father a Saxon, the mQther a "black Celt'( 
who, in 1837, crossed the Atlantic to\ 

; propagate the Gospel in the upper Cana­
dian wilderness. William was born in · 

I • 
1849. You see tj1e sturdy1 father, a Cam-

' bridge University man al'ld a fine mathe­
matil!al scholar, by the way, riding 
through the woods on horseback with the 
baptismal register in his saddlebags, 

; hunting out his youngest pari:ihioners, 
i' helping them spirituahy into the 'world. 

You see the mother of nine children cbn­
' ductipg a large Sunday school class and 
• also a big sewing class twice a week, to 

second her husband's efforts for the civil­
ization of the Canadian backwoods. She 
is an educated woman and writes charm- . 
ing, affectionate, humorous letters to her . 
boy11, when they are at school, which you 
nt!l'Y be sure they are, and under the best 
masters, men, English university gradu­
ates. This good woman lives to be three 
m6llths more than a hundred year3 old, 
The family reckoned twenty ~embers • in 
the World War. It is English-Canadian, 
ancf it ia 'magnificent. William Osler got 
his start from his parents: black hair and 
black eyes from his mother, and good 
blood, brains, character and indomitable 
energy from both. 

As a schoolboy William was at or near 
the head of hi s clns~, he wns the brst 
athlete in school and he was ::i ringleader 
in mischief- with an ii1h2rited le::ininr; 
lowurll the ministry. ThC' d<"ciRin, turn 
in hi s career wa~ madr- al school in Wos-

" ton, condt\ctcd on the Eton plan, includi11g 

1the Lop hats. Opposite pag-e 33 you may 
see William Osler, aged sixteen, in his top 
hat, as head, •prefect: • At Weston he be­
came the favorite pupil of a master with 
a passion for colle-::ting, labeling and mi­
croscopically examining every conceivable 
specimen of "natural history." The pas-

called him. "Stick to your last" was . a, 

maxim that he preached and practiced. 
' . . 

Dr. Cushing disclainil!i any' attempt at a , 
systematic "appraisal of his professional 
accomplishments." His name is not idenJ 
tified with any of the great epoch-making 
discoveries ,Qf, his pe.riod. He 'Cannot be 
ranked with . meri iike Virchow, Koch, 
Lister, and Pasteur. He was never, say::i 
Dr. Cushing, an "adept in baoteriological 
technique," and this defect fn ilis training , 
rather precluded his participating in the 
most , important way in the main line of 
the s'cientific advance. In his farewell to 
his American colleagues he himself de­

..s:lared that he had had but two ambitions 
in his professions: first, to make of him-
self a good clinical physician, and, , secpnd, 
'1t:o build up a great clinic on ,l'.eutonic 
lines,' not on t~ose previously1 •followed 
here and in England, but on lines whicn 
have proved so' successful on the Conti-
nent nnd which have placed the scientific 
medicine of Germany in the fol'eiront of 
the . world." His biographer, who makes 
some reference to his studies of a third 
element in the blood, "Osier's disease," 
etc., inclines to belitive that his greatest 
services were performed as an inseminator 
of other minds and as a propagandist for 
public health, perhaps with special ref­
erence to his participation in the anti-tu­
berculosis I and anti-typhoid crusatles. To 
this should be added the fact that the 
Rockefeller Foundation' for Medical Re-
search seems to have ' been directly hi-
!!Pirerl by the reading of his "Pri'nciples , 
and,. ;Fractice of Medicine." 

Osler himself repeatedly denied that he ' 
had attained the objects of his ambition 
by any extraordinary faculty; and I don't 
think Dr. Cushing brings any extraordi-
nary faculty to light. What one sees is a 
young fellow of energetic mind an<! l>ody 
who at the age of sixteen or 'seventeen dis-
covered what he wanted to do with hie 
life and stuck by thtit with :1 mo:;t con• 
summate doggedness. .::.-rom his me•lic-al 
student, c!Jay~ onward ht- ,~•a~ a hanl, r.igll• 

Jar and' ~ystematic worker. "Work" he 

gave as the master-word of sucres11 in ;;he 
profesaion. He had performed more than 
a thouMnd nutopsies before h'f left )le. 

Gill, and that {v3 ~ but an incident in hi ~ 
labors. In anot!1Pr of his addr~•;sp~ he 
offered students three> mast <:r keyr;: thf' 
Art of DcLachmen~, the Virtue >C Metlv1d 
and the Quality of Thoroughness. Th" 
Art of Detachm,.,nt he explains 'lo "tho 
-fuculty of isolating yourselves from thg 
pur1mits and pleasures., incident to yoqth.'• 
Perhaps he was je$ting a little, bu; so ,i;ar 
as the record shows he was m8!!1.et• of tbP. 
At,:t of Detachment. Till he went t.o Oit• 
fo{d and let himself out in his bibli~, 
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graph_ical passi~ns and in society he seems 
to have sought all his pleasure in his work, 
in the" hoapital, in scientific publications, 
in association meetings, in professional 

• djnners. 

makes life of muc!_iJc~ou.nt to __ aman _wh~ 
has done his worf Jn tne""t'lst voiu?11e ~1. 

Cushing gives us so-me capt1vatmg 
glimpses of Osler's notable wife and ~f 
his only son, an a,ffect~onate boy after his , 
father's own hej\rt, and flth hi~ own 1 

There Is !ilo indication that getting rich tastes, a pacific book love:r lUld angler of , 
was one ·of his ambitions. His "Princi- Izaak Walton's school, soon to be employed 1 
pies and Pr'actice of rMedicine," of which in stopping German shrapnel with chest~ 
he presented• the hurtdred thousandth copy abdomen and thigh, I 

to his son, made him so independent that Dr. Cushing's concepti~n of his man)•-1 

when fire devastated. Baltimore he could sided subject is br,oad ah~ humane, He is 
offer to turn his salary for a period of reticent about Osler's , intimate personal 
ftve' year1r back to- the Johns Hopkins. life during the ftr-st forty years, but one 

' Checks for ei , hulldred dollars to needy suspects that there was not much inti• 
students dr '• :i.truggling libraries slipped mate ·pusonal life before his forty-third , 
from him easily.i , But when he took to yea\:-. In his English period the sweet- ' 
purchasing first editions, incunabula, and ness and gentlene{!I! of his nature come I 
manuscripts, he1 appreciated a gift of more and more . tQ the surface, through , 
£n;ooo from III prosperous brother. Al- the ~:ush of profes~ional and social duties, 
ways he looked dn medicine Bli "a calling, all th~ way to his 0·wn deathbed, on which 

' not a t,ade.", r He refused to become in- he • j~sts and talces notes and reads the 
,.: /'' volved .in a general practice; he wanted "Religio Medici.''•' ;l'hey teg him that he 

, • to , keep I his hands free for science and will get well, 1 but' )ie smiles and says to 
for clinical instruction. ., , " ,i.i } d 't his nurse: "Ah, ;,ister, we mow,• on 

~ ., . The highest pritil!e that he could find we?" His chief regret is that 'lie 'will 
';·.,, ' ' for one of his masters at McGill was to not be able to see the post-mortem. • 

.-t:,. I,~ . ' HY that he resembled Thomas .Alrnold, of 'fhe great l~ngth of the •_narrative is 
~ '~ \,,I Rugby. • The molding of th11 A,rnoldian tra, 'partly due to a' very · 'lAX application of 
l ·' 'dition. is plainly' visible in Osler. It is the principI,e of selectiof1! among very i 

,• ·, ·, easy," furthermore; to tr11ce ,in his writing . abundant mate~lals, and in so fax: a~ . t~at / !l 
i: -~::· <\ the inftuehce of Matthew •• _Arno~d as a is true it results in a lack df perspective. 
~'" 1 ; • powerful formative influence. Under a But the urgent fullness ~f the work .is ~ 

·\I_ 1' 1 photograph· of himself wit"b his little son partlypartlY'. attr~~tab}e <'ab,o, to Dr. _ l 
.,t_,,. (1I't his back1he has w,ritt~n. jocosely: "And Cushing's brimfufoess_ • of ever¥; s~rt . 1 

" 1 'on ' 'his 11houlders, ,not· a lamb, a kid"-+ of information . r,-l~vant . t,o ,1, tl\e ,entire .· 
•· 1 .:.. whichr iit 'the last:'.iine o~ ,Ar,nold's sonnet · life-course of, the ·r-.,ubjecJ,'. Be_1•,, nowe, > 

• • • "rrWe/ G~l' Shephe:rd With· the Kid." He fpr example," i.~,i-~ fny ' yeai: you "'Please,. i4 
,,. • '. praises•• !;<>cke. for 'the ~•sweet .rea.sonable.t the conditipn "'QfZ the· •tm'ed~,caL(;facu\ty: j 
( ;rres,$,••l~hich ~ fs Arnold's P,hrase for the t· at 1'4cGill, . -~en, ylv,ni,, • t~e 3io1m . . 

'niaster"quality of Jesu1q ~hen he !eaves / l!o{lkins,~l-HaMtll-t,t: ,iL~MJ>ti, .~i,h~gh, ., 
1• ;:", thti "?~lted Sta£e!!I ;he. ef,Pbes tb_ h~m.self . Paris, .: Berlin' , ' '· • d ;.,:~i,~~m. Bi· . '-tll:e ~ st!~~-­
:p~ th~ lm~!l bf Arnold s- ~)11$. .. Jo kno~ , ~o ·<!,,, ,;pie ...,1~r~n~, 

~ , •• •· -r.· §gpttr~t::f:! ~~ =~~ ,·:~,:1ra~;~1:~ . Q&~m ¥~R •• 
\ N urse3 ' n11 oeffl!M.Jiil s=:: • '-l~ ~. ' ' s e • ln all 

b,flowed. J;lo~fear. \ ·' .-~ ' . ' -,~ . r " 
1, • • • . • •. 11 ; • • -. •line1 4!es· i"h' t 
; ;-f 1He i,s like-Arn,old in .1#1:1 ~ wr ~e Bih1, .;bllcillus, the :.di , ; tliti. 

,•, /' • a?d • :foi'"~lie ,cla5sic~ ~r•listsJ1"4pd • lib I developµ'l~nt,, 01..,rt~ • t ~ij~,,...,. cl , t~ 
\.·.~< hnn -~ ,~~itt.,.l;J,t~alty gay, t~bU; WI ', ~onques# of;',m.~at ,dip1,th.en6.·~~i?,d , tyi 
"' 1: .,, <>~ <11U,S ; a~d 1drolleries, ei,n~e1!~Y , cotn•• p)!~id1 ,t,h~ 9i~~~ ,,y{',~a ~'R~tieri •te.,J,_ 

-~ '. pani9JRlblc •• he .was, ,one; 1:e~ogmzes 1:hl't ~·· the exploitation .· ··t~jducti~&, g't~utd~'l< 
' \'· ·•the :1l'~uit4• ~ork»,o:( ' hisi character •wa• '" ' etc.-~l ,fs a con~~ ~;1Ji'~'ha1';1afrilost'i~ .. l;_ 

\ • stoical-.f11Self,.rl:u~a.tert,1.th.~,.i>'~tfo~ance o_f evitaoly ,made t~"I ~ )e1_'0'f Q,sleruil:191 ~ hii,.;..} 
.duty, ,., utunurmuring ·~ ,eptance of des- tory of th~ r~Y6lutiori"ary· '. progx:ess .o~;'-
tihy ' -were lessons, that he • learned I early medical science during his time. • l /r 

' \, !, ·' ' ,., • f • ' ,. • 

., , and never forgot. • , In ju.atice to 'h'iii performance of thU1 
Shortly before he leit this country- immense "labot of love" one 'other poittt 

•' to return only for ' "week ends," as his s!\ould bo made. In his modest one--page 'l 
' fi:ien'ds put it-he made what the nP.wi,- preface , he disclaims havi.J;ig attempted a i 

I 

·' " paper m'en distort~d into his most uotorl. • ·"final portrait." He calls these records I 
ohs public utterance: his remarks 11, t~e . memoires 71our aervir. They are extraor­

:-~~esmess of men ove!" fony, whence the • dinarily substantial , and purposeful mc­
W!~b "to Osleri2;e." :1.f> rt n1atter of fact; ' moires. :j3ut, ~ : the wh,ole, that charac- j 

I • _ ~sler had nol a particle of malice •toward terization of them_ is_ just .and more accu_~ __ 1. 

: . 

I, 

01d '""": h~ h11d always, on the contrary, rate than a descnpt1on of the book as iL 
a ~pecial fondness . for them. Significant- · ,. brillia'nt biogrliphlcal portrait or even as' / 
ly, he praised the • French lecturer's habit ap a,bsolutely first-rate piece of biograph- ! 
of •constant red'ercnce,to "my distinguished , ical 'art. 1t is a marvelously' thorough 
Milster." His remarks about old men had · piece of spade work. Osler was ~n arte­
come out of hi:i humility and his · quizzical sian well, and Dr. Cushing has dug up 
kindness. Wh~t he had meant to suggest the well. All the materiala are here and 
, ~4i""that he himself was on the verge of i~_.,Qf,d~/.land U)e hl\~e,. gu§lto of a like­
"senility," and that consequently his col- minded' cdlleaguo will find every scrap of 
leagues ,,,ould no,t lose ;much by his migra- them precious. :,,'((, ( 1 , 

tion to Oxford. 1 He was tenderly trying It is an imn~~l'lse ~nd wonderful hook, 
t~ temper the wind of his departure to and it should be piade prescribed. reading 
111s shorn lambs. He had long been an for all those griln, sad-eyoo conservative 
advocate, however, of F. "quinqwennial killjoys who go -about,,.d€nying "~he dogma 

, braindnsting," and he believed in the of progress." 
"p~ripatctic" life ns a preventive of pre­
ma:ture old age. I think it is clear that his 
growth in the yea,rs of his English resi-
dence was rather social, historical and 
literary than scientific. 

He had to take his part as a medic1tl 
officer in the ·wa1·, but I find no evid e.nc~ 
that his heart . was in it. He simply 
bowed to the inevitable as silently m: poil-

, siblc. The entire var.t madnei.s lay _ C!l­

t irdy outside his scheme and philosophy 
of lif P. The Stoics whom he lovl'Cl, Marcus 
At1rPlim; and Epictctus, and hi s; adored 
Sir Thomas Browr:c h:,d taught him ea rly 1 

to denationalize him rnlf, to ' think of the 
human race fn:t ernally, and to cliltivatP 
charity toward all men. Ar; a rn:m of sc i­
ence, he knew that he must br a <'Osmn­

politan: there a:-c no national boundari es 
to the commonwealth of science. And !:lO 

he went about with tight lips and a 
stricken heart vi Fiting- tho hospital s nn< ' 
preparing- himself to suncndrr all that 

,.J .I 
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