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j A HEALTH CRUSADER. 

( .. , .. • Life of Sir William Osler. 

I TH~ LIFE ~F ,SIR WILLLUi OSLER.. • had b-een most kind in every way. &oJl 

I

. Cushin o f d nn· er the new prof~sor ntted harmoniouslv_ into By Harvey g. x or v 1V -
3 6d the acade-mic li.fe of Oxford; and for H 

sity Press. Two vol.u.mes. 'is • -,-ears-until hi.s death in 1919-he con-
Sir William Osler occupies an honourable tinucd to fill wiith distinction the Chair 

'. niclie in the world of medicine. It is true of .Med,eine at the Engli.<Jh University. 
that his name is associated with no epoch-. l<'requcntly, too, he was brought into touch 
ma.ki.ug di5eovery, as are the na.mes of with social a.nd academic life of other 
Jenner and Pasteur and Lord Lister; never- centres in England, Scotland and Ireland; 
itheless, the profession of medicine, as well an~ the reader obtains characteristic 
as man.kind at larcre, owe a great debt to I glunpses of Sir Willia.m at 
the famous Canadian physician. He was I Cambridge, at Edinburgh, at Dublin, 
philosopher as well 33 scientist, lo,er . of 'i and elsewhere. He assisted Lord 
literature as well as friend of huma..mt;✓ a.nd Lady Aberdeen to launch their health 
As Mr F. c. Shattuck says: '.' Xo one m crnsa<ie in Ireland-" fussing with La.<ly 
our day ha.i in his life, teachrng, and .ex- .A.. over tuberculosis '' runs one note in 
ample so radiated far a?-d near an rnspira- the family diary-and in the autumn o:f 
tion to his fellow-phys1mans." . . . 1903 he accepted the invitation of the 

Mr Cushing's two _volu1:1~ co;er lil V1_v:d Edinburgh students to become a non-party 
detail the story of Su Wilha.m s busy lif~, candidate for the Lord Rectorshlp. Two 
from his birth i~ Canada in .18.49, to his I other candidates entered th-e neld-:Mr 
death in Oxford rn 1919. Withm the 00.m- Winston Churchill, then in the Liberal 
pass of these 70 yea.z:s w.as cro~deu a. hfe \ phase of his political tra.ru,ition, and Mr 
of strenuous effort, ot far-reaching a.0ieve- George Wyndh.am, supported by the Conser
ment. The first volume deals with. his lirn a.ad I vatives. Sir William was beaten, but, as his 
work in Canada. and in the Umted States: I biographer cheerfully affirms, ''He made a i 
but ili:ough. thos~ days w~re 5J?Cnt at Mo:i- good run for his money-for his brother's 
treal and Baltimore, tne fam.e of his money, for, as it was an expen.si.-,-e businesE, 

,:ich.i~vements h:i,d sp:e.ad throu~nout" the Sir Edmund footed ·the campaign bills." To 
;o;-hote world of med1crne. His m.a,,nu01; one of his former pupils the rejected cancli
ipus, '' The Principles and ?ra~tice of date wrote: ··The Lord Rectorsh.ip contest l\iedicine," esta?lr.ilied for. hun a foremost took place to-day. The polit icia.ns-were 
}lace as a medical authority, and the ex- too strons·· Wyndham was elec:ied. An 
a.usting sur.ey of .the • • System of Medi- ]ndependent has not been elected since Car
inci " added to lns rel?utation on . both 'yle defeated Dizzy. I am no·c a Carly!~. 
iue~ or che AtlantlL . Hi5 emmence m hlS I did not expect it." A motor run io 

rtr?tess1?n --nas recogru.sed . by th,e 1:'m,e.r- Scotland about this iime also brouzht him 
51ties of Aber.dcen and Ed~nbur~n;. a~d ~n into closer ~ouch with his medical - friends 
t)lc autumn of 1898. when nc paid nis :fir.t north of tho Tweed. 
,ish to .Scotland, lie. '.'a.;; ab1_:, to >l"r'.te t t? In the summer of lf!ll the honour of a 
0 oe or. his Amencan rnen.ds: Two Seo cu barone-rcy was conferred on the eminent 
LL.D. ·s "'.~rrant the additwn of a }fac to pli.ysician. "They ha,e been putting a 
'mY name. · . , ba.ronetcv on me-much to the embarrass
. .Honours,,, mdeed, se:m to ~ia,e, .~a,!cn ment of my democratic simplicity" - he 
tipck :i,nd. ;-ast upon OSier durmg u1o .o- wrote ,to one of his :\Iaryland friends-" hu1; 
'jcnr_n lll tms cou11;try, for in a letter to his it does not make any difference to my inter• 
failllly at Brooklm he write;;: '' Two nal sensations.·' Osler despised anvthin<? 
L:L.D. 's, a D.C.L., and the :i;:.R.S •. make 'that sa,oured or title-hunting; but, · as h~ 
'18•98 a pretty full year_ lil the hfe of your said to one of his friends '' I think I will 
til d man ·' After rece1nn;; his LL . .D., degree h ,.,___ d ' • 1 b I d. 
). ' 'be ·d T 1 .-.1 1 tra,elled south ave to accept. '-=a n w1l e so p ease ttl -"'- r een on ,.,u Y - , 10 . • There 's onlv one Canadian baronet.·' 
o . Edinbnrg~ for the . m~etmg, of the Sir William ·s intere.st-s, howc,er, were not 
(it1sh ~Icdrnal Association, and :,peaks confined to the principles and practice of 

•~ ry warmly o~, the welcome. ac~orded .to medi.cine. They embraced the whole of 
1a delegates.: Scot.eh h~spitality a t its life, of religion, of literature and philosophy; 
,s-t, to ha~ o.nd pipers. and his treatises on '' Sci.ence and Immor-

t:~t was ·in. 1905 that Dr Osler :W~s ap- tality," "Counsels and .Ideal~." and "The 
o:mted Regi.us Professo.r ?f Medicme at Way of Life" reveal the wide scope of his 
:fiord. By tha~ time his .fame was world- sympatwes. 

ffldc. He was v6 years of age. however, Varied thouo-h his activiti eB ruav ha.ve 
and t~e t .ran,,.platin~ ?f th.c :mirn,nt modi- been, there wi.li"'be a wide measure of ag-ree
ea.1 sc1ent1st to Br.mso "011 ,e"ms to have mcnt with the new of ~r Har>ey Cushin1 
haP. a som.cwha.t d1stu1;.brng cffe,·t. at -first. that '·Osler ·s ;;reatest professional ~ervi.ce 
?.-4 t.ranS1t10n, as :\fr liarvey Cu1>hm;; rnys, was that of a propa.~a!ldi,t of puhli~ hearth 
co1J.ld have l,~n ;;re.a tcr. measurPs. " His beg-inn iugs in this dirce-

From .i noiey Baltimor<> <'orner a.nd t.he tion. ;;i.-en r,en in his youthful da . .s aic 
}j.u:ly-burly of the prece<lmg month to tbe Montreal. were, he adds, acti,ely r.ontinu°'d 

, •dwet of a.n Oxford suburb _where the., ..,.ere at Baltimore, when he was constantly 
1'ept a.w&ke by the wood pigeo~. wh,oh 5al crnsadino- ao-r.inst malaria. and tvphoid not 
on th.e chimney a.nd cooed; from swelterL.'">l; . .,, "' . . • • . 
)fa.ryland to a.n Em,lish :\fay, so cold and o~y 1n wards but on public platforms. W:1tb 
ra.w that it penetrated to one·s bopet'. They I this sam~ '.130\-ement he energeac.a.1.ly alhe_d 
promptly oo.ilt a fire m the dmrng-room. b.lIIl.'lelf while at Oxford. And this role 11! 
which greatly ..bocked th9 wa.rmly-dres,ed assuredly as important as that of the labor• 
Oxonia.M who firat. dropped in on them. atory R!ientist whose cloistered studies supply 

• rs Osler notes, howe.er, in a letter to th6 know~dge on wllich our whole publis 
moth<JT, that they were '' feeling wry health movement is based. Mr Ha.r.e;r 

py and not :;o strange a.s ;<"Ou wght Cushing's biography is & worthy record of. 
• e," and adds that Mr~ Max Muller a noble . and worthy life. ¥' 
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