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..H. EVIEWS . 

SIR WILLIAM OSLER. 

C 

'The most 1>raotical girt for -a young m"n or 

..___ woman standing ·on t'he thN>shold of m«1ioino -------

!wouLd be "The Life of Sir Willi.im Osler," by 

[Harvey Cushing (Clarendon Press-two vols., 

-37s. 6d. l India paper , one vol., 50s.) For the most 

part the story ill tolC:1 hr Os-lh's own, ~etters and; 

textraots from ]1i11 writing6 ancl. -0ddres;;es, and they 

:convey the spirit of tho great teacher a-s no mere 

obituary notice could do. It is on inspiring 
record: of a lifo spent iu purs·nit of thP highest 

•idPalit of the medic-al proff'Ssion,_ Osl<'r was a 
gr{'3.t clinician, b11t first m1rl for!"mos,l 110 w:,-s onP 
who•' lo,•!'l:I hi;; fellow-rn<'n.'' nrnl it wns this wl1ieh 
calif'(l forth an in,rn..,-liate rrspnnR<' frnm all lhos<• 
·wiH, whom h-, cnrn<' in <'ontnd. Iii~ s_rmpat'hrtic 
tonc·h brought l,enl·inr, lo the Flick. hut I h(' magi<' 
of biR personality was sl1own .,,·en morr markNlly 
b,, the enthusiMm with which h<> ins.pirr,I his 

·r,~llow-workcrs, so that Her_,. mnn who c11me within 
his ~phere was moved to give out the best thnt w11s 
in dim. 

Wherever he went he sowed tbe seeds which 
berame a crop of sorietirs or a bnnrl of rrsearch 
workerA, all units in the army which 110 was ever 
re,·r11iting in hiq gr<'11t fi~ht ngainst disease. Few 
Jllf-n trnvellG<l more widrlr throughout America 
nnd Enrop~. so thnt evrn wrre it- po,ssihle to omit 
the vast influpnre of his writings there is pro·bnbly 
no man to whom modern medicine owes more. 
Jndeed, the story of his lifo is- to a large extent 
the story of modern medicine. He was a young 
prnctitioner when the t hoory of germs as the 
,·onsntion nf <lisensA lJ<'l{llll lo struggle for recogni-
t inn. ]'nthnlogy wns on 1111 reco,gniserl scipn,•e nt 
the hei,:inniug of his ~anell}.·--:-JmLmLfY!.4!ht lo 
J1a,·e it e6tablished ru; pa rt of lhe J11d 1spensable 
gro111l(lwork of medi c ine. P n hli{) • health work 
in its prevPntive nspP~I- wns unknown, hnt he 
rnn,le il his b:ituo•rry srnrl inauguralecl cnmpuigns , 
f\)(llinst malnrin. 1y11hoid frver, an,! tuber,·nlosis. 
o,-.,r-drngging wns r.',P fnshion in his yom\f.:' <!Hy<; 

hnf l,r set drnµ-• in thrir prop<'r place in 11,c 
·11hy~ir·inn'R arm1nnr11fr,6um. nnd showNI how lllnny 

self-limited disen,es- <'•ll!ld he (reoled without tlw 1 

aid of drugs at ull. His inr!nslry, he has said, was 
"his only virtnr." Certainly it was one of his 
most mnrked <'hancterislics, and perhaps the one 
most diffi cult to em1!1,1t<'. T llA sut-ce~sirn cltnngrs 
,which 1nok him from Toronto to Mon~real. 
Phiuulelphw, lfalt imorc. and finfll l.Y tn Oxford 
WPre 1101 fbn 1·rs11lt of lhr fip11r of nmbil inn, hnl" 
Nu·h fresh field of lahonr promi~e<l some ll'111-
porar,v rei.pite from the vnsl amount. of work 
which ho inevifahly attrac-tC'd lo himself. 1•:vcn 
hi~ illnesses, whicp. were all too frequent, wero 
mnrle the opportunities fur i;tudy jn the wi<le1; 
fir Id of literah1rf', nnd it i~ entire!? dia,·artcrist ic 
that <'Yen on what he kn<>w would 1,ron' his ,leal 1, 
hrd lie kept <'itr<'fttl nntrs of his Inst illness, 
showing n.n impersonal at.tifudo towards Jijij 

tillffe,rings l,i which f,,w mPn <'ouhl rise. 
'!'be story of lw.v tho son of i he Cornish 

missionar.v born i ,1 thC' hal'k-woods of Canadn. ' 
••an,e tn be the R<>gins l'rol'<>s,,r,r of J\INiiein" al 
Oxforrl is a f<a&einating one, a nd may he read for 
its human as;well a!< its sci~ntiftc interest. We seo 
Osler at play as W<'ll ns nt wo1·k, .and few men hod 
a greater sens11 of fun. \Ve &ee how n .. bance iu(ro
dnction to the ".Religio :\lediri" uf oltl f;ir Thomas 
Brown<> made that book one of the Ht1idi11g infln
!'lH'f'S of hi~ life and wos 1 ho m<'1111s of stnrtini; 
him on his career as a bihliophilc- nn i11leresl 
which C'1'me f!ocond to mrcli<'ino all Ji.is ]if<', arnl 
which Pniinently fitted him in Jaw years for his 
po•il ion os one of the enraturA of the Bu<llPian 
Librnry. Of special interPst lo lha present 
gew•rntion are the cbnplerR wuich tell or liis work l 
during tl1e years of the late war. HiR l1abit of '. 
taking wide viewR stood the country in good stead," 
and his advire pertnining to the health of the j 
nrmy ond hiR insistpnee upon the nt>ed fol' specinl 
l101'pitnlR anrl rnreful rrenrdR must hnve fiuvNI. 
tho11Rnnds of lives. whi lst his inrlividuol roro of ' 
pntiPnts nn<I relatives well enrnecl him hi~\ 
unofficiol title lif ConsolPr-UC'nern l to the H1·itisl,f 
Army. '!'li e df'nth of his only son iu Frnnr" wnR-

' not nllowPd In affect his pnhlic du tie~. hut the 
blow 11ndo11htf'rlly nndf'rmined his henlth, on~ 
"hPn two yP11rs lol!'r his own enll come ho was 
reAdy to obPy it, , 

, Jlr. Harvey Cushing has RP]edf'rl his 1-nnlerial 
,with judgmPnt nncl haA snr,·Msfull:v woven it into! 
·a,·onnf'rte<l narrntirn. The volmnes. properl .v illns~ 
trntf'd by photogrnphs, are Jin~ PxamµlPs of the 
~st work of thr (hfonl Univ 0 rsitv l'r,•ss. and the 
thonght whi,·h inevit~hly nrises to the rendn is 
J10w much Osl<'r in ]ii~ raparif~· of book-lo,-er 
'II ould han, enjoyed tnrning t111, pages. 
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