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A Week~End Gossip-. -. ~"{( -
AN OXFORD WELCOME. ~ 

OME t" ~ i - d It ,,·itli: the first volume of ,.thing. Kew blood." "Too untrie<l- terrib'.e 

• 1~e ago - ea . ,1, • • risk terrible risk." And they passed on. ·His 

the Bzoc~aplty 0 1 Sir H il!tam <?Sl-er, by D r. posi,tion as Regius brought him into a good many 

arvey Cusbm-g, o-f Boston, published by the I things-councils, l.'ninrsity Press, Bodleian,· and 

xford Vni,ersity Press in two volumes. what not. Osler took everything that came, aad 

• ost of th~ reviewers handled one ,·olume only, took it with gusto; enry part or Oxford h? took, 

nd a few of them were rather pe'Hunctory. • How as he took the whole of Oxford, una-fr_a1d and 

e book. has gone I do not know· all I know is r unas~am~d-a \·ery undergraduate for mnocent 

e tw<I ,·olumes hai·e remained at' my-right hand 1-...appre.~ia_tion, onlr more so and kept up longer 

f d f h t '1 last Gos,i·p ! than m the case of most undergraduates. I _re-

or re erence an r e res men . '-' Y - ; · d d 

"ft D~. Osler at Oxford unpacking his boxes in I mem~er .an. Amer~can un_ ergra ua~e, no~v ~n 

•• t Ch • • Ch h " -·th a full moon I Amencan Bishop, m mv time, at his studies m 

1s rooms a nsc • urc , "1 · k • · · f - b · 

utside the distant sound of ·chimes and of under- -Oxfo~d, commg to ma ·e enquines O me a out a 

d t' • • • th • " Ho, .. di"d this cerfam celebrated preacher of those days-en-

gra ua es smg1ng m e1r rooms. ' - - 1 • d · h ·t · t 

f • d h d"d O f d ·k of qu1nes tne to meet wit my mo~ c1rcumspec 

are .an w at 1 x or ma e measure of reticence. I was able to keep him 

off for a while; then be would ba\·e no more of 

iny so obvfous circumspection; he broke out upon 

HE enqui-,y see!}ls to me to be of some gen~ra1 me-" But what is there to him." I had ne~r 

interest. At one - time or anot!:1er a ,great • heard the phrase before, though I have beard it 

many people ~o to Oxford·; those who have n e.H-i· often sinc-e and all I could n;plv was, "\Yell, if 

!been ha-ve hard1y su-fficiently explort:d _t~eir own 1-ou will have it, there isn't twopence." "I 

lountrr,- and , ~hose wh'.l have never · _!!~~~ there 1.thougbt as much," said he; and, having got _all 

* * * 

ave not quite rearised_ the P4?5_s1b1ht1es _ of 11 he wanted, away he went. They have no time 

oma-nce and tne English tradmon. V\ hat i to waste-these Americans who mean to be 

appens to un<).ergrad~ates when they - go \s a. ,.J:>ishops. Well , you , couldn't say that of _Osler. 

matter clo.sely concernmg many homes .. _ \\ hat 'rhere. wa,s plenty '· co him.,. /fhe fact 1s you 

appens to distinguished visitors, or to tea'thers I ne\'er knew how much till you touched him in a 

rougbt from far, is not unrelated to i1;1te_rnat!onal I _quite unfamiliar place, amazed to find the foun

-eace and good feeling. Here was a d1stmgwshed ' tain gushed there, j-ust as in otl_ier plac~s expected 

'anadian; Oxford sent for him: he came at the and ordered for fountains. Office after office

al-l • from the time of his arri \·a l Oxford claimed formal and stateh· he took and filled. So much 

im 'for her own and he took to Oxford as one 50 that, later on, Mr. \Y. L. Fisher-now returned 

o the manner born. The~- tried to get Dr. Osler , to Oxford from his incursion into politics-ic 

ack: there was nothing doing. There he- was . courageous enough to hint that he had his doub_cs 

nd there he remained. The repute of lum. i whether, in his later life. Osler really kept_ m 

oming from afar, incited Oxford to enqu1_re upon : touch ,Yith the progress of medicine as a Regm:;: 

• is disposition. Kno1dng little of the inside life. ! might be expected to do-making up for it, by his 

ouched by the courtesy of the offer, fired by the immense and indeed immeasurable gift of relating 

ope of doing something for the science he _sen·_ed. I things, linking up and so bringing out li(l"hts, 

ot unfamiliar "·ith ideals of the Bnt1sh Empire, unities and \·aster possibilities of large achieve

r. Osler left his fatherland and staked his all. ment. " He builded," says Dr. Fisher, " better 

t was somewhat of an undertaking; moreoi·er. than he knew ''- 1-vhich always strikes me as a 

was also somewhat of an adnnture, a risky rather left-handed compliment. 

, d\·enture. Still he pulled it off and Oxford 

ulled it o.ff, too. The two of them pulled * * * 
• gether. Osler was in some sort a _man from I DO not suppose O:;:ler could ha\·e made ruts 

he wilds. Oxford is medi.e\·al and qmte aii·fully for himself. There was too much of him 

ivilised. This Canadian wa, by way ~f m~king and he ;;aw so manv side, to life, enjoying them 

• aditions, not submitting to them. His fnend ,, all-fun ivith. little -children, practical jokes, old 

• rophesied- upon their kn?wledge __ of the . great books, old friends, sanitation, poetry, Sir Thomas 

n~lish school-upon the literature and the l~ea:s-1 Browne and old melancholy_ ~1;1rton, E\\:elme, 

f 1t; and they did_ not prophe~y smooth thmg~. Christ Church high table, ns1tmg Americans, 

_ hey were not willmg th_at the,rr. hero sho_uld _be i brain-dusting in Egypt and o,·er Europe, to t~e 

wallo\.\:ed up among infimte not~ngs and mfinite_: bounds of the Atlantic, also " week-ends m 

~bodies-~s most _Oxf?rd '.' bodies" appeare_d_ to I America," guests and leaping frolics ~ith child

estern-mmds. 1 et, m spite of all, O~l~ packed of whom ·more anon. All these things would 

• s boxes, tore up his roots, made ~1s Journeys I keep br_eaking in.- How could he get rutty, since . 

d there he was-a full moon outside_ and the f thev crossed each other these interestsJ _at ever}· 

• stant. sound of chime~." ~ ~\-ell. do I remem?er I coiu:einble angle in his' daily work. I ~m afraid 

methmg, not too unhke tnat, m my ?w~ hfe, I the Church in Oxford didn't appeal to bun. The 

e . first night ~ lay .down_ to _sleep_ ~thin_ the RegiusTn "Theology at that time 1\"a"s Tu. S-:m~ .. 

• una oLTom J'~wet'. Bel.1e:e me,. 1t _ ~ not all , To some of_.us, to see-Sanday along-~ ;stre~t .w~s 

omanc:e. A great deal of tt 1s annet_y, _same of ':a - sort of benedictio1_1. \Vhen Osler ,aw him fi

' is .marrel.and alve -that e.-er such thm~s sliould ' the pulpit he was "a dry old stick.''- So, dis

• Many and many a lad has put himse~ to continuing the Cathedral 1"1c.orship, he went to the 

• d and rem~ed awal.:e for hours-wonder~!1g, Radcliff Infirniarr on a S_undar morning and there 

:caring, exultmg, dreamm~ and pe~chance_saymg l'made himself available for all coun~ doctors 

few prarers. That _ancient sea is so big and I who cared to come in and ask his advice. \Yho 

~our litrle_ boat sq fra1_l; the waves are so many j will say that is an irreligious way of -escapin~ --a 

nd the hghts so defettfu_l,_ you wonder_ wheth~r .- drv old stick in a puipit-e\·en though the _st~k 

,ou w)ll l:\"Cr see any fam_1har shore aga1~; or,_.1£ !· be· Dr. Sanday? \Ve cannot all take our rehg10 

confus10n .l;nd coldly Judge?_ of all, ~o~ will , as Dr. Sanday used to give _it to us, no mor~ tb~ 

o ·down derehct-through_.amb1tion or misiudge~ I we can all take our physic as doctors _give 1 

indness of folk who trusted you were worth), ( t _ _ - - - · --- -~ - - •'- - . . 

when ~ou ,,·ere real~- :1o;hing of the sert. _-_ ; _ 0 _ ~~- . 



* * · . * ·*. -- *-·, 0 

•• _ 1:THE ~s1ers kept open house:-:quite ridiculously p,. S I _said, .Osler pulled rt ?ff. It cam7 on- ~hb open, so open as no English born man could 
wise, so far as_ I can see-he was Just himc quite tcilei:aie. It .all helped~ Oxford used to ca:11 

-self. He didn't pretend to be anybody ahd didn't it "The Hotei," or', with a truly -Oxford touch, 
·want to be anybody, sai.:e a man from .afar; _he · ,.The Open Arms." Once, as he was going out, 
_was not ashamed to be what he was, tq the vety ibe said to Lady Osler-" There will be a few _ 
_ marrow ·of the bones of ~:hJs _ so_ut. -He _co1;1Idil'.t ; fellows in to tea." '' How many?" " Oh, about 
help being what he was; was mdeed happy-m -h1s ;twelve;" A visitor hapP.ened upon a card on the 
nature, trusted his nature, was- loyal to it with -a i Professor's table - it turned out to be an invitation · 

; ce_rtain large disarming ir.mocence_ sur~ to -mak~ ' to a garden-part;-: \Vhen the guests turned. up, _~ 
fnen~s anywhere and parhcul,arly m , Oxford: . . B~ f they were nearer a hundred than twel ve-:-lf I l 
the side of that, however, and' ~s a comphn:ent iremember rigli,tly, twelve or so over the hundred. 

~,to it, you must pi.ace a very- definite and-conscious ' Yet Lady Osler carried it off, without anyone 
delight in the place itself,_ i~s _histo~~' i\s long, 1 knowirtg. • And _that brings me to their <?ne b<:>Y· 
Jong history, an·~ the, august ?1emonals ~here~f. The ·boi ~as witli them; grew iµ.to O.xford with 

rom an ." unfinished_ '- Ian~, if I may . ~o _pu~ it, his first growth; took to Oxford, as only boys a~d 
~sler cl:me to dwell_ wbere ' ar_t, 1earnm~, po._etry, girls who 'begin young rea!ly can tak_~ to_ 1t. 
piety had ·mad_e tb~1r home, from _ ever of ol.d. There were grown folk , as cbtl<:Jren for this child; 
,Oxford was• Oxford when the lands'ne !:iad been thev loved him, not alone for his own sake,.but as 

urtured • in were unmapped . :i.nd - unbroken, , of the house o'f his father ·and because- bis father 
, ·hether -by tht: ploug_h, b.y human devices and loved ill who loved ·that apple of •his eye: The 
;;,desires, He knew that and the contrast struck \ child would not haH let them leave Oxford·, if 
,him _deep and moyed_ him much. Hin_iself a child they bad -wanted to; t~ey couldn't deny him 
of schools and studies and of the _nght , stock- anything-,-an indulgence father and mother n~yer 

~=ather a-nd mother from_.the \arge \\·e_st anq glory repented. · The boy didn't take much_- to le_arn~ng. 
tf England-he felt, m his blood and ~mnes, ~' He did take to fishing; ·so to begmle him mto 
that this \\'.as really where_ h_e belon__ged,, this w3:s j books Osler gave •bis .son, very early, "'.":i-lton's 

!S heart's desire. Here he could serYe God and ~1s ·1 ·c om-pleat ?tng[er. Art_? Y_~s~artful, with t~e 
eHow-men .and lodge the some~~bat that w~s :n .~ artfulness of. a _father's love and a bookm.an_ s 
tm-" right here," as th7 Amenq!_!s say, witpm .pride. Henceforth in -the letters, the ·boy _is 

~n and~nt centre , wh?se orcum,_ference_ w'.'-s·_eYery- al ways " Isaac, " or e_ve1,1 " Ike_." Yet, always m 
here m the Empire. That was h1s_ .• secret . those •letters - there 1s no vam _pretence about 

bought,· ~is g?1ding star; . as muc!i, as . that _.h~ : learning: fl~ declared · again and again-:-" N °,~ 
rought with him_ from C:i-nada and A_menc.a., ?'f !> i much at his _ books; _but a • great ~sh_erman. 

doubt he k-ept 1t to h1.mself-:-la:gely. - 1' ou d_1 Then. came the·. \Xlar !~ Th~ boy _. ,ns of age; be 

~
tter, if you go_-to Ox.f~rd. S_t1ll 1t 'i,;as th~re, a i had to speak for himself. Wiiat Osler felt no 

ream to reconcile the past and the pr~:e,n!· -· No { man knows to _this hour .. ~e hacl. . a way of keep_: 
ore. than a dream~a dream th_at chan~ed tp a ing himsel{ gmng, by keellmg Qt~ers gomg. -Bu~, 

~ight!fi,are ?n occasmn;_ the. actual _,ya.l~mg,_ an? i-when · the lad went! the war o_f ,;_q. ,. II:aTI:Y,. S1:r 
~aily consoousne_ss of hn1'., -bowe_ver, -\vas ,mat it ;:William Osle£ began to .chan_~e.: .:After t~s ,i~ 

vas very good m~eed tp be ~ere. __ • H~ _,,w_ould i ivas rioiseo ·abi:oa~ · that -the V~liant~foJ-Tru.th w_a; 
:h'ake nimseU at hmes,. pernaps pm~b h1~selt , :Senf for:' by-· a summons, by \he sa?:e i5oJ1 as the 
nd certainly he gave signs of hugg1,ng_ b~se~f •1 other and 1i~ •had this for a token t~at the sum
s __ -he -~ald_to his !"-ife-"_,Re~lly, mY, dea~, this_ 1_s , mons' ~as tru~' tbaf_. h1s 'pitche; . :wa.s broken at 
y_er.y pleasant nla_ce to _hve rn, s~ch heaps of mce :i the fountain.:! ". .. Unhke Ml'. \ al!an~-for-Trul:h, 

olk ! u. That. to me, 1s _the pnmary - secret of · Osler-- did not, when he und~rstood -·1t, .call: for 
sler's conquest of Oxford. . his · friends and tell them ~f. 1~; be wenJ on, :i-s 

* * · * usual-,- doing· bis best,_f or ~llgni:n:., sh?wmf ~till 
. _ . . , • • further his rout.age and his ~kill. Sir v\ 1lham 

ERT.-\11'\L 'i . he d:za co~q1,1er Oxford . Not, Osler was ind~ed a great man :i-n~ g-reatly he 
howe \·e r, all_ at once. T~·o _elder,ly dons, li\·ed-and all I want to pro\·e thi_s 1s the way he 

trolling hy' the river one · evenmg,_ whe_~-lc- h1;__~rd 0 ; ·conqu~red Oxford _and ~tood _ 1,1p -~o _ _all sorts ?!, 
Q s~r, ' : Ho.w do you _feel abot;~-,th1;, ne,\ _Regn-1s .! death and darknes3- · · ARTHUR HOYLE. 
ettmg so many appomtments. Oh, a good • _. _· ~ _: . -_ 


	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-054-020-001
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-054-020-002

