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THE EVE.NIXG srx, Bj.In 

!I Cushing's ' 'Life Of Osler '' RevieV 
_-\n A.dequate Picture Of A. Remarkable 

Personality In Field Of ~Iedicine 

inf!nence extPnded morP wiclely and 
to lH'tter purposes than that of ul
mo;.c anyone ! ha ,·e ever known. 

F' 15;,'-!) Dr. Osler n·as called to Balti
more to take ,-ha r.2:e of a "medical 

unit'" and to :--ervP aH Phvsician-in-Chief 
THE LlFE OF ~rn W JLLJ.\~1 OSLER. 

By Harvey Cu~hing. ·• vol:;. Oxford 
\ Clarendou Press 1, rn:.::;;. 

REVIEWED BY LEWC:LL YS F. B .\l{KER. 

£ A.GERLY looked for by a host of 
people in at lea,t three countries, 

"'latchke.rers·• who had 
to Dr. OslPr':; hou.,P. 

~ntrance at n·ill of thP ,Johns Hopkins H,;~pital. He had 

:-;ometinw. latPr on. a tinal portrait 
of Sir Willinn1 :nay be painte,l "when 
the eolor~. li1das and ~hado\\·s L"Ome in 
time to be added'" to "·bat the biogr:1-
pher modestly calls the ""urline'' 1.ow 
gh·en. So1ne n( us hnpe that. perhaps, 

in no place coultl the publication of Dr. Dr. Cushing himself may subsequPntl~

Harvey Cushing·s Life of 8ir \Villiam attempt this final portrait also. making 

Osler have been more impatiently USP t hen not of tlw ,:hronological 

a.waited than in Baltimore, where the m_etl'.od hnt of, the ps_,-~hographic form 
. , • . 1 of h1 L•!!rnph_v tna t has been so ,veil ex-

been the choice of Dr. \Yelch for the 
po8itinn for many years before it was 
possible to i1n-ite him to come . "The 
arpoi!ltment." his hiogrnpber. reports, 
'·crPated a great stir. and, widely her
aldPd. was accorded uniYersal approba
tion. for his popularity \Yas already 
widespread.'' He proceeded at once to 
look fo1· able young men to act as his 
a:,:sistants. as shown by a note to bis 
friend. Dr. Ogden: 

• I go to B. in ~lay. ,ve are 
:?;Ptting rhe Hosp. in order. If ;·ou 
kn ow o [ an~' .\. .-\. 1. copper-bot
tomed young graduate in the ,vest 
\Yho could sPrvP for a year as 
IntPl'lle 1 should like one. . . . 
TT"e should need '.!-."'i resident gradn
ate,;-ultimately 10-'.!0, and they 
are to be selected from the coun

subject of this uiography spent the I emplifiPd in thP lives written bv Lvtton 

prime of bis life I between the ages of Strache.,, of London. a11<1 by ·Ga1{rnliel 

39 and 55), where lie did his greatest Brnrlford. of Boston. Dr. Cushing·s 
present acluev<'ment has made suffi

work both for tl.Je profession a nd for the cient!y ·dear to us that from now on 

public, and where in proximity to him he owes it to the pnblic to yield not 

the biographer also lived during a large 

part of the same period. In the life and 

work of the older man Baltimoreans 

had and continue to ha,·e a deep and 

affectionate interest: they are proud 

that they possessed him for a genera

tion as a fellow-citizen : and they are 

grateful for the profound services he 

rendered to society at large and for 
the prestige that be brought to the 
J obns Hopkins Hospital and :\Iedical 
School. to the city in which he lived 
and to the State and ::-Sation to which 
they belong. That. in the younger man. 
another former citizen . the world now 
recognize~ not only an able surgeon but 
:t brilliant writer of biography is fur
ther reason for e~pecial local congratu
lation. Dr. Osler. ndmired anrl loved by 
~,eryonf" "·ho knew him, liad livetl so 
m1e. so full and notable a life that great 
r 0 spon,ibilities fell upon his biographer. 
Dr. Cushing must ha,·e felt these re
sponsibili t ies keenly and -as th<)se who 
read these volumes will qnickly dis
•·ern. be ha~ bad tlie great good fortune, 
thrcrugh nature, tr11i11Jng and as,ocia
tion. to possess the capaeity adequately 
t? fulfil] them. 

Xo wonder. with such a biography 
a rnilable, that lights are burning late in 
many Baltimore homes. Just as the 
-mall hours of the nights of the intel
lectually destitute are said to be en
•-roacbed upon by the cross-word puzzle. 
i;o those of many of the intelil'ctually 
n,id are to their profit just now ~ing 
beguilt'd by the perusal of these two 
large volumes that Cushing has penned. 
Tbe reader should ~ warned that. once 
entered upon, the volumes cannot ~asily 
be laid down; be who would secure his 
rl'gular hours of sleep will do best to 
postpone the reading oE this biography 
until the time of his summer ,acation. 

THE biography consists of three parts. 
corre~ponding to I I) the Canadian 

r,eriod. 1849-1884 ; (II) the period of 

residence in the 1.:-nited States, 1884-
1905, and (III) the Oxford period, 

(1905-1919). Parts I and II make up 

the first volume, of which no less than 
~75 pages are given over to the Balti

o,·e r,enod; ~be second volume cteais 
"·ith the life at Oxf'l>rd; bnt since 

~, rhroughont the whole 'of Dr. Osier's 
l:i ter life be maintained intimate rela
tions with his Canadian and American 
friends. the second volume is fully as 
i11teresting and informative to Balti
moreans as is the first. 

Dr. Cushing. despite his adoption of 
the ordinary biographical form of chro
nological narration ( the telling of the 
Atory of the life year by year from 
birth to death). has evidently striven 
bard to avoid the well-known pitfalls 
and dangers tha~ are attendant upon 
this form-namely. excessive length, su
perfluous detail of incident and back
i:;round, and irrelevancy. His main ef
fort has been to ormg Osler "intc. 
proper alignment with that most re
markable pPriod in thP annals of medi
•. ; _,. .-.i.._,..H .... h .... -h;.,l, ho livM nnrt of 

only to what he might humo1·ously call 
his "itch to cut" but also to his ''itch 
to write"''. 

A CHIEYE:\IE:--Ts like tl.Jo,e of Dr. 
OslPr could scarcely haye hPen r,cs

sible n·itbout a fortuuate physical and 
p8ycbical inheritance. a favorable en
vironment in early life . and a chain of 
<:ircumstances that ;;a,-,. special oppor
tunities for the realization of his poten
tialities. Born in 1849 in a parsonage 
near the edge of the wilderness at Bond 
Head. in Cpper Canada (now Ontariol, 
of blended Anglo-Saxon and Celtic an-

try at large. 
Thus began bis Baltimore career-a 

perio,1 of sixteen years of most intense 
:t('tivity ;1:3 organize-r, teacller, practi
tioner. investigator. writer. nnd leader 
in reforms of public health and of medi
cal education. 

.-\s an organizer of his department 
at the Johns Hopkins Hospital be made 
many departures from the system in 
vogue in other places. but he quickly 
gained the approval of the superintend
ent of the hospital. Dr. Henry )I. Hurd, 
and of bis colleHgues. Professors ~Telch, 

cestry, he was the youngest son in a Halsted and Ke!lv. He had no trouble 
family . of nine. severnl of whom were in drawing to hiin the most promising 
to atta'.n to unusual distinction in the;r 1 oung men in the profession to aid him 
respective c:1reers. ..\t 16 he came. first, I in his new field of work. He ,;et up 
nnrler the influence nf a nnture-lovm;; 1 :t graded resident staff. which next to 
clergyman. the RPv. \\' . .-\ . .T ohnson of i his introduction of che medical students 
Trinity College Scliool at 'Y«st ro n. who , to the -•work of the ware!~ was his best 
showed him ·'with lhP mi,·:·o ,r· .. ;,e the I i1tnovation in hospital urganization. 
mar,els in a drop of dirtj· p.,11<1 water, i During his sixteen years of control he 
a?d who on Saturday exrurs ions up the i had only fi,e first assistants: Dr. H .. \.. 
nver could ta];;: of Trilobites and the Lafleur. "·ho became Professor oi Jiedi
Orthoceratites and explain the formu- cine at :'lfrGili: Dr. 1\"illium S. l'haver. 
tion of the earth's cru,t,'' and. secondly, wbo became Professor of :\Iedieine· at 
he fell under the spe!l of Dr . .Tames .Johns Hopkins: Dr. Thomas B. 
:So,ell. the medical r!irector of the l<utcher, who ber·ame ..\ssoc-iate Pl'ofes
scbool. who was al&o an enthusiastic sor at Johns Hopkins (and who mar
naturalist-physician. a man of fine spirit ried the daughte1· of one of bis revered 
and of wide interests. wl10 loved to con- tPachers. Dr. Il. P. Howard) : Dr. 
verse. as Dr. Osler oncP ~aid , Thomas :IIcCrae. who becnme Professor 

On Providenre. J!'oreknowle<l"e Will of :\Iedicine at Jefferson College, Phila-
and Fate. " • delphia, land who married one of bis 

Fixed Fate. r'rPewill. Foreknon-1- nieces). and Dr. Rufus Cole. who be-
e<le:e absolute. came Director of the Hospital of the 

THE ;u 

1'his bron.::e me111-0ri.al pl 
//,e late Sir ffilliam Osi 
p,·esented t o the Johns , 
Hospital Historical Glitb by 

detested the '' Gehazis who sen 
els." though he believed that 
ex~Pptirrns, nor th e rule. in tl 
proies"ion. I n his :;outli 
donbted wh0 rhe r a practitic 
ethical!:; mn k" more than a 
incnme. :i nd 1 hnngh rhe circ 
of his la ter ·:EPPr revealed t 
fallacy of that ,·ie\\·, he alwa; 
reeling that hos ,,irnl physi 
gen€'rnl prac ti tioners were in 
rnther than PXctssively rewa 
himself. 11s h is income gr, 
adopted the habit of ·'sanctif: 
b.,· the gift of a rare book to 
library, b;- helping some 
j')lmg scientis t to continue i1 
studies, by assisting lame 
,·arious t ;·pes over stiles. or 
butions co rhe )Ieclical and I 
Facult,-. The treasurer of 
Dr. Thomas .\. Ashby. once i 
•·r ne,·et· saw a man who enJ1 
as much as you do. and I pr< 
is one reason why you ~ 

happy.'' 

Bovell. later on. deserted medicine for Roekefeller Institute. Each of these 
the church; when he left Camion the men had sernt! as junior and senior 
young Osler felt that he "bad Jost a resident a~sistants in the hospital over 
father and a friend." Ever after it was a period of years. :.\lost of the men who 
his habit when in re-ery to scribble the were internes on his staff sub~equently 
name of Janws Bovell upon p:id or had successful careers; among _t~em 
paper before him. '\,hen the youth had \\"ere a large number of the phys1c1anH 
become the mature Dr. Osler he often and surgeons now successfully engaged 
rPferre<l to the advnata"es of nwn who in teaching and practice in Baltimo,·e. NO man wa s e,·er more belc 
"fight with their backs \ 0 the Xortli"'; Every one o_f them louks back with grati- patien ts. Only t hose to 

and he repe'atedly said that to his tude a_nd pride t_o the montlJs or year~ Iiad been ministrant eould pe 

three teachers-Father .Johnson and Dr. spent 111 !11s ser.ice._ He always sought understantl the t!Ppth of di'\ 
.Tames Bovell of Ontario and Dr. Rob- opportumty to praise good work done he inspir e [. OnP of tbem, ~ 
ert Palmer Howard of )Iontreal-he by a young u'.~11 _:, tbus, ··Hamman seeii:is J;'ielding Reid, of this city 
owed his ·'success in life--if success an .A-l fel)ow ; I do nope ::\lcCrae will her own experience, has thll 

means getting what you want and being sta:i:-he 18 ver:i:, s,~rong as. a te~ch~r ''In a room full of discorda 
satisfied with it." His reverence for ~nd ful_l of sense ; Fu!;~h~~ 18 a sa.mt ; be entere'tl and saw only his 
these three men and his gratitude to Cole 18 a fin_e fello~v ' ~oggs, who only bis patient's greates_ 
them crops out in page after page of has the bactenology, 18 A-l. iJIBtantly the atmosphere 

Cushing's biography. • - _ Ag ,a. t~e,,:. hr fo~ht for ~ prln- with kindly vitality. eve!" 
mple· that the student can best the situation was. Jinder oon 

QSLER'S undergraduate ·medical train- learn the prnctical !lrt of medicine at were attention. . . _ S 
ing was obtained partly at the perament, direct in ·charact 

Toronto Medical School, pnrtly at ;\fr- the bedside, for _be l'e,arded as the [iant mioo and soaring s p· 

Gill t7niversity in lfontreal. .AftPr Alpha and Omega ot elinical teachjng challenged, because, under-

graduation he Rpent two vears in Rtn~y I the practice insisted upon years eadier th~ gay man of the worl 

in Europe <1872-4). Pspr.cially in F,dm- 1 b Latham, of .London-namely, "that samt .. It _,s when a man , t 
burgh. London anc.l Yienn:r. On his re- Y . . people s lives that you kn 
turn to Canada he engnged for a brief the clm1cal teacher should take the I be brings life or death • 

period in private praerice (rt'cording as students along with him into the hos- Where that swift spirit ha 
his first fe... "speck in cornl'a, 50c."), pital wards where he would be their not know. but I know that 
but be was soon 0ifPred R 1Pcture8 hip cared for on earth he brou1 
in physiology at :'lfrf:ill. and lat~r ''"as 1,lffl~~ will look back and remem 
appointed full professor there. He was thunk God and take couta 

al8o given facilities for clinic,11 work .,,.>,,:.:/,,,,..,;,c,;- In this connection it 
and for the making r,f post-mortem e:-c· that the medical artist, 
Rminations through ''"hich hP onil'klv once depicted Dr. Osler i 
Rttracted the interes ts of the t.:,ttP.r stti- as "The Saint-Johns Bll! 
dents. while at the same titn'! he J)er- pital," and a reviewer of Cl.If 
fected his own tPrhnique in clinical ···"''·"" '';,,,., •. ,.,,.. rai1hy in the Liternry Su. 

medicine "".d _patholn;:y. In the :'.'ur~e '\ ,;::::-:,,Zitr!'.!l~lfai,,,{ the London Times is dou, 
;:::: Tlr hi-n 1,P. r&im~ rk-.. • ·• ():-.;lPr W 
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bi;th ;:; ci;;tb·c b~ ;--~vid~nt1;-·st;i;P-;; 
hard to avoid -the ,,ell-known pitfalls 
and dangers tha~ are attendant upon 
this form-namelv. excessive length, su
perfluous detail ~f incident and back
ground, and irrelevancy. His main ef
fort has been to ormg Osler "intt 
proper alignment with that most re
markable period in the annals of medi
cine through whi~h he lived and of 
which he was part." He admits that 
the records he has compiled are but 
memoires pou,· serrir, but he bas tried 
to let the story of Osier's life "so far as 
possible tell it~elf th~ough what he puts 
on paper:' He makes no attempt pre
<-isely to appraise t he professional ac
complishments of the man of whom he 
writes, but assumes that "his rare per
sonality. spirit and character stand out 
in his recorded letrers. brief though they 
ate.'' 

\Yirh the r<ealth of material at dis
,nosa I about Dr. O.,ler. the ma;;uitude of 
his' literar)· prodnrt. the enormous num
ber of lettns tbnt hn,·e been preserved. 
the abuudant personal reminiscenees 
~upplied by Osier·s friends and ac
quaintances. his bio;:raphE'r must bavp 
been faced with a Yer;,- difficult task of 
selection, of rejection. of compression, 
of arrangement. and of emphasis. Facts 
about Osler, letters from Osler, ad
dresses by Osler, books by Osler-if all 
were collected and published-would 
make twenty ,·olumes ·or more of the 
size of the two now published. They 
would, of course. not constitute a biog
raphy, but only some of the materials 
for one. The value of any biography 
depends not alone upon the life to be 
described, but much :!!so upon what the 
biographer sees in that life, his analysis 
of it, his reflection upon it, his critical 
discrimination. his ~ounllness of jndg
ment. and above all his literary style 
(the form and qualitr of his mm writ
ing; tbe way he combines his materials. 
transmutes them, in'Ce~ts them with 
beauty and charm by Yirtue of his o,Yn 
powers as artist). \Yi thin the limits 
Dr. Cushing has set for himself it 
seems to the reYie,Yer that his perform
ance in the ,biography before us is ex
cellent; to tho~ who knew Sir William 
it will immediately be r~arded as giv
ing as adequate a picture of a ·remark
able personality as could well have been 
expected, and to subsequent generations 
it is likely to make a continuing ap
!)eal. 

P,E ·bookmaking and the proofread-
1 ing-to mention smaller matters
are also satisfactory. It is seldom that 
one reads through two large volumes 
without being jarred by more errors 
and misprints than one finds in those 
under review. An occasional slip is, it 
is trne. discoverable. such as the split 
infinitive on page 274, the <;apitaliza
tion of a German adjective pn page 429 
11nd the place of graduation of Dr. 
R11msay on page 369; but there is no 
slovenliness anywhere - it is accura-cy 
and scrupulous care in editing that 
everywhere impresses the r,-sder of 
these well-done tomes. A striking fea
ture is the omission of any reference 
in text or index to the biographer him
self bv name ; those "in the know" can 
recog~ize many letters that were ad
dressed to him by Dr. Osler and will 
recall that he was one of the group of 

hut he was soon offerpd a ]Pctureship 
in physiology nt Mc-Gill. and ]at~,· was 
appointed full professor thHe. He wns 
also given facilities for clinic,il wc,rk 
and for the making of post-mortem ex
aminations through which hP onickl'C 
nttracted the interes ts of the t-etter st~
dents. while nt the sa me rim~ he per
fected his own technique in clinical 
medicine and pntholo,-;y. In the <'<'nr~e 
of his work in the smallp-ox cpi<1emic 
in :lfontreal he contracted th~ rlisense. 
nnd e,·er nfterwnrd~ rook ;1•, P:-:npr•lnl i1,

terpst in its pre,ention. From time to 
ti~ie ~e mn?e furthe_r studirs in Europe, 
w1denmg his acqua1ntanre with distin
gui~he<l teachPr~ a1111 inYP:-:tie-ah)r~. :ind 
enlarging his medic-al k110"1Prl:r~. ~o that 
g-rnduallr lie grer< in po,.er both as a 
tenrher nnd as an investl:;at0r. 

Jn 1RS4. nt the age of 7,.1. hr .,,ns 
c-allf>d t0 ,Philndeiphia as professor of 
clinical mNlidne in the rni,·ersitr of 
Pennsyh·nnia. Hi s or<n account of ,~-lint 
rler-iril'<l this appoinrment illu•trate, his 
incorrig-ible habit of humorous playful
ness: hP asserted thnt. as a tPst of his 
breedinir. Dr. '\Yeir )litc-hel! ;rnw him 
cherry pie to eat and watdwd how hP 
got rid of the stones: bnt he disposed 
of them genteelly in his spoon-and got 
the chair! 

cared for on earth he brought 
will look back and remember 
thank God and take courage.' 

In this connection it is 
that the medical artist, ~la: 
once depicted Dr. Osler in 
as "The Saint-John;; Hop] 
pital.'' and a rede";er of Cush 
raphy in the Literary S11p,; 
the Lo1,don Times is doub1 
when he remarks: ·'Osler wa 
in life and a saint. and th 
must make a man memorabl£ 
his other qualities may he.'' 

AS an inrestigator. Dr. Os!E 
butions were thn,(' of 

clinical oh,erver. rather H 
laboratory experimPnter. F 
vational and stariqieal 8tud 
phoid fe,·Pr. of rnalari:l. of r 
and of tube?·culoEi, are of b 
Hi-- n.)~f'archeb t'n disea~e.-. pf 

and blnod nssel,;c. of the blo 
bile pas~:iges. and of certai: 
of the nen-ous s~-stE'm led 1 

cording of origi11nl obserrnti, 
portancE'. In 18110 he fom,, 
in an abscess of the li,·er in 
of Dr. Juliu$ Friedenwald's: 
been operated upon by Dr. Ti 
first confirmation in Ameri, 

FR0:\1 work of Kartulis in Eg~·pt. • hi, earilie$t 8chool day~ on he llill!Dmlll!IIEffli!!ll'IIBllllllaffl!l!Jll!lillllll!lilllllll!ilDl!!J!!llll! rapher refers to the princip 
was full of prnnks: and of practical OSLER, AGED 63 that intrigued him. but doe 

jokes, and Dr, Cushing's account of From O snapshot - taken in the tempt any exact estimate ,of 
:me _of the~e makes interesting reading. Hopkin& garden on the oac.asion of inal discoveries. Indeed, sue 

t t1me8 e would allow a madcap h' - ·1 t B l. • 1913 mate would be ver." difficult impulse to prankishness to earn him is msi O a .tim-ore in • painstaking analysis of all o: 
ra th~r far. and, on more than on; occa- guide, though it was to be by their own ical and pathological ·papers 1 
sion he narrowly es:cnped getting himself eyes, their own ears. their own minds published records of others de 
and friends into difficult;·. Sir .Tames and their own hearts that they must the sume subjeets-a worth 
Barrie called the unruly half of himself ohsern and learn and profit. As one for a Pb. D. thesis some tii 
":\lc-Connachie": and Dr. Osler invented of his best and most devoted students, future. In the final analysis 
'·Egerton Yorick Da,·is of Caughna- Dr. Thomas R. Bror<n , has written of should be paid to the resu!tE 
wauga. P. Q.:· as his "~fc-Cc>nnachie." him: '·He made each student feel that lowed bis incitation of other 
deceivini:- medical editors br sending I he also was but a student of health inal inYestigatiYe work: he , 
them articles in which the most marvP-- and disease. of men and morals. and :.et in suggestions of pieces of-re& 
Ions (but fictious) cases were reported such a student as to fire our minds. ~ur might profitably be underts 
by E. Y. Dn,is. rei:-istering at horPls un- souls and our bodies to renewed efforts happ)' in his choice of the 
der this ~ssnmed n:1mP. anrl somnimPs so that we might. in some measure at whom he made such sugge 
escaping from bores "'ho tried to inflict least, prove wortb;v of this fraternity:• this respect acting as a "p 
themsPlve8 upon the Dr. Osler of whom Dr. Osler prized companionship with ment" of me«ical inquiry. 
they had heard by the abrupt fiction: young men, r<hich he sometimes re-1 
"You·vE' mistakPn ynur man: my name ferred to as ''the secret of Hermippus.'' AS a ioriter, he probably 
i, Dn~)s-E. Y. Davis of Caughna- He used to say tha,t the clinical physi- all his clinica_l conte~p• 
wauga. cian as he grows oloer '·must walk with the number and m the ht< 

Jn Philadelphia he worked at the the 'boys,' else he is lost, irrevocably scientific quality of his pu 
t·nit'ersity Hospital , the Infirman- for lost"; in order to "keep his mind re- His productivity r<as verita· 
:\'er"ous Diseases and BlocklH fo.r six cepti,e. plastic and impressionable, he gious. and one can but wondi 
years (181'4-1889). nchiend ·rhere an must travel \\·ith the men who are do- actually found the time to pu 
enl'iahle success as a teacher and clinical ing, the work of the world, the men be- so much. but so much that 
investi;rntor. de,·eloped himself further twern the ages of ~[i and -!O." And on paper. I t is true that h 
as a writer (his "inkpot C'areer''). ce- be further ad,ised enry medical man, his life most sy;::tematically, 
mented many warm friendships, and b., whether teacher or practitioner, to visit ruthlesslr deleted factors that 
,irtue of his own precept and exampl~ other medical centei-, at intervals. to disturhini: to his major inter 
'·stimulated his students to observe, go away for what he called "a quin- he formed the habit of ever < 
reeord and publish.'. He possessed the quennial brain-dusting"; for he be- the •'flighty purpose" by ma 
wonderful power. given to but a few. of lie,·ed in Plato's principle that "educa- deed go with it,'' and that, infl 
inciting those about him to their bl'f!t tion is a lifelong process," in "·hich Carlyle, he early decided not 
efforts; as his friend Sir Clifford All- the student can on!~- make a beginning with ''what lies dimly in th, 
butt once remarked. he was an '•in- during his college course. but to do what liPs closely , 
seminator of other minds." Dr. W. 11. despite all these qualities. it i 
Keen of Philadelphia refers to his Phil a- AS a practitio11e1;, he c?nfined his to understand how he accom_ 
dclphia. period thus: work to the care of patient, m tht' much in the way of literary w 

'Wherever he went the whePl, be- hospital and to consultation work. He haps. his able secretarr. Miss 
gnn to go "round.'' things beg-an to tried hard to limit the amount of the will some time enlighten us. fo 
be done, and all for the ;:-r,od of the latter. but as hib re putation grew it be- full;· referred to "Osler. (Hu 
profession and of the community. came a serious burden. especiall~· as he Co.'' as the source of his writ' 
The drr bones a~ in Ezekiel's Yision had become the '•doctors doctor" and his Every year of his Philade 
gather~ themseh·e~ together and aid was sour-ht from all s·1des and b~ n 11· • d - th became imbued wi h acti,·e life. The e • .,a imore perio s ere nppe, diligent werP enc-ourag-ed to become people wh,, C'ame Jon. distances to ,;. bi~ pen' several major and ma 
more diligent. the slothful were C'ure his opinion. Hi s p1·ofessional fees art i~ies on medical tcpic1s; in 
shamed into ttctivity. He was a were moderate and were never a matter 18&7, according to Dr. Cushin 
fount of inspiration. His personal of primary interest with him, for he liography contains no less th 
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1'h is bro-n.:e me-nwrial plaqae of 
the late Sir William Osler was 
presented to the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital Historical Club by a group 

detested . tlie "Geliazis who sPrve for shek- 1 

els." tliough he believpd the1t tbPy are 

exceptions, not the rule. in the mPtlir-,il 

profession. In his youth he J.l mo,t 

doubted whether a pra<.:titiou<"r ,·oulr!· 

ethically ma!"" more than a V!'r,v sraall 
income. ~nd thnngh thf" cin:um,r,rncP• 

of his later car!'Pr revealed to hitll the 

fallacy of that view, he always had the I 

feeling that hos,,ital physicians and ! 

general practitioners were insuflkienth- i 

rather than PXCtssively rewarded. He I 
himself. as his income grew larger. ; 

adopted the habit of "sanctifying a fee." i 
b.v the gift of a rare book to a medical , 

library, by helping some struggling I 
Y·Jtmg scientist to continue in graduate 

studies. by assisting lame dogs oi 

various types over stiles, or by contri

butions to the ;\,Iedical and Chirurgical 

Faculty. The treasurer of the latter, 

Dr. Thomas A. Ashby. once wrote him: 

''I never saw a man who enjoyed gi'"ing 
as much as yon do, and I presume that 
is one reason why you are always 
happy.·• 

NO man was ever more beloved b,- his 

patients. Onlr those to whom he 

bad been ministrant could perhaps fully f 
understand the tlPpth of drvotion rha t 
he inspire,l. One of them. ::llrs. Harry 

Fielding Reid, of this city, recalling 

her own experience, has thus ,vritten :

"In a room full of discurdant elemems. 

he entere'li and saw only his patient and 
only , his patient'.s .greatest. need, a • 

inatantly the atn;tosphere was -charg 
with kintlly vita.l'!ty., eNr,-one -fol 1 

the situation wa!L.11nder oont~l, and 
were attention. •.1 _ ;:.i~·. _ Subtle irr t 

I perament; direct irC'character, the b,r1I• 
, liant rnioo and soaring spirit were llll-

challenged, because, under the ·surfac!e of 

the gay man of the world, lived ' ihe 
saint. It is when a man touches otliei
people's lives that you· know wlietl!er 

be brings life or death or nothing. 

Where that swift _spirit has gone I do 

not know, but I know thut to those he 

l cared for on earth he bron1ht life. ';rhey 

will look back and remember, andh,ill 

thank God and take courage." 
In this connecti&n it is interetting 

that the medical artist, Max Broedel, 

once depiHed Dr. Osler in a car,toon 

as "The Saint-Johns Hopkins Hos

pital," and a reviewer of Cnshing's biog
raphy in the Litera,,,-y Siipplement of 

th e London Times is doubtless right 
--'·--- 1.,. - ............. _1,. c, . ••r\ '-• ln ... ~, . .,..._, ,,,.... nrti~t 
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II people's lives tbar ~-ou kno"· whe t ller 
be brings life or death or nothing. 
Where that swift spirit has gone I do 
not Imo"·· but I !;no"· thu1 to those he 
cared for on earth he brought life. They 
will look back and remember. and will 
thank God and take courage." 

In this connection it is interestiu~ 
that the medical artist, ~lax Broedel, 
once depicted Dr. Osler in a cartoon 
as "The Saint-Johns Hopkins Hos
pital." and a reYiewer of Cushing's biog
raphy in the Literary Supplement of 
the. Loadon Times is doubtless right 
when he remark>,: "Osler was an artist 
in life and a saint. and these things 
must m,1ke a man memorable \\hate,er 
his other qualities may be.' ' 

AS an inrestigator, Dr. Osler·, contri-
butions were those of an e:rnct 

clinical observer. rather iban of a 
laboratorr experimente-r. His obser
vational and statistical studies of ty
phoid fe,·Pr. of malaria. of rneumonia, 
and of tube!'culosis are of hi;:h value. 
Hi:-- rP:--earche~ un dir..:ea,e:-- ui the henrt 
and blood Yessels. uf the blood. of the 
bne pas:-:ageR. and of CPrta in <l i~eases 
of the ne1Tous system h·d to the re• 
cording of originnl ob9erYati, ,n, of im
portance-. Jn JE;:JO he fou1 ,d nmCPbas 
in an abscess of the liYer in a patient 
of Dr. Julius I!'riedenwald'~ who had 
been operated upon by Dr. Tiffany, the 
first confirmation in Americ:a of the 
work of Kartulis in Eg~·pt. His biog
rapher refers to the principal studies 
that intrigued him. but does not at
tempt any exact estimate , of his orig
inal discoveries. Indeed, such an esti
mate would be very difficult without a 
painstaking a nalysis of all of his clin 
ical and pathological ·papers and of the 
published records of others dealing 'l<'i t 
the same subjects-a worthy subjec 
for a Ph. D. thesis some time in the 
future. In the final analysis attentio 
should be paid to the results that fol 
lowed his incitation of others to orig• 
inal in,estigath-e work; he was la,ish 
in suggestions of pieces of-research that 
might profitably be undertaken, anc! 
happ~• in his choice of the men to 
whom he made such suggestions-in 
this respect acting as a ''potent fer• 
ment" of meftical inquiry. 

AS a writer. he probably surpasse 
all his clinical contemporaries • 

the number and in the literary an 
scientific quality of his publications, 
His productivit~· was veritably prodi 
gious, and one can but wonder how h 
actually found the time to put not on] 
so much, but so much that was goo 
on paper. It is true that he planne 
his life most sy;:;tematically, tb.t h 
ruthless]~- delete-d factors that could b 
disturbing to his major interests, tba 
he formed the habit of ever overtakin 
the "flighty Jmrpose" by making "th 
deed go with it,'' and that, influenced b 
Carlyle, he early decidee not to bothe 
with ''what lies dimly in the distan 
but to do "·hnt liPs close]:,- at hand" 
despite all these qualities, it is difficul 
to understand how he accomplished 
much in the way of literar:,- work. Pe 
haps. his able secretary. Miss Humpto 
will som!' time enli;!,'hten u~. for he pla~ 
fully referred to "O~ler. /Humpton) 
Co." as the source of bis writin;!s. 

Every :,-ear of his Philadelphia mi 
Baltimore periods there nppea red fro 
his pen'- several major and many mino 
nrtirles on mi>dical tcpics: in the ~-e, 
1887, according to Dr. Cushing, his bi 
lio;;rapby contains no less than eigb 
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, SATURDAY, .JUXE 13, 1925. 

By Dr. 

• of ·former a,ssoc-iales and frietuis. It 
wa,s rnodeled by Dr. R. 'l 'ait _lfac
kenzie , of Philadelphia. 

'I' 

Barker 
of mediral I icensure are described by 
Dr. Cushing in the biography. 

S PACE will not -;e-;mit of more than I 
mention of t!Je hospitality shown by I 

Dr. Osler and hi8 greatly admired wife 
at their home at 1 "'est Franklin street. 
A happy inspiration of the biographer 
ha8 led him to in"1ude a number of Lady 
Osier's letterR, the liveliness and vivacity 
of which not only reveal much of her 
own lovable personality but also throw 
unexpected sidelights upon the charac
ter and habits of her husband. Dr. 
Cushing gives a good a ccount, too, of 
the :;ignificant influence of D1·. Osler on 
th~ development of the )ledical and 
Chirurgical Faculty of )faryland and 
its library. Xo wonder that wben the 
call to the Regius Professor8bip at Ox
ford came. a11d was accepted. thne was 
deep regret in Baltimore at his de- , 
parture. only slightly mitigated by the I 
ho nor chat wa:; thus con fer red upon 

1 him. A good idea of his physical ap
pearance at this time is given by the 
medallion by Yeq1on of Paris, whic-h ! 
Dr. H. B .. Jacobs had made of him 
in the summer of 1905. 

_\c Oxford Dr. O,Ier showed that the 
opportunities of a Regius Professorship 
are as great as are the qualities of its 
incumbent. He continued. when trans
planted. to campaign fo r reforms in 
public health and in medical educa
tion. He soon became as sought after 
for occasional addresses there as when 
here. Honors came to him from many 
,ou rces. The Ashmolean Soc iety. the B ib
li ographica l Societ)' and the Classical 
.-\ssocia tion all elected him as president. 
He was made a baronet by King 
Geor;;e. much to the embarrassment of 
bis democratic simplicity though with
out making any difference in his in-ltles ( though this number includes ternal sensations. he said in a letter to 

s re1narks made in discus,ion of )Iiss :--o~·e,: and he jokin;:l y wrnte to 
e papers nf others at the medical ! his ,i,tet· that he owed the honor to 
cietiP:-- thn t h(\ fi.i_t'·r:cIPd 1 • . Hi:-: ~arn°!1~ I his wife--. ..it wa.::; her regHl appearance 
;;:tho•,)k. The Pnnc1ples and Praclwe I that ,ettJo,] Georg-e R:• 

tJ Jfe,Jicine, appeared in 189:! and was T!Jere is no el'idence that this ;neat 
~vi:-.~ti {~Vt:l!':\· thr~e .'-·P:~r~ aitPn\'1.E·rl rln • 1 inttn~~ nf honnr:-: w:1.:-: fli:-:ttn·bi112· t q hi:-: 
lg his l1fet1me: 1t was done throughout I equanimity. The hospitality of Sir Wil
'· ith such a sureness of touch and "·ith liam and L!idy ,Osler at the .. OpPll E facts expressed in such readable Arms·· I 1:3 :--orham Garden:,) w,1s in 

m that it immediately supe rseded all distinguishable from that of the ··chief" i 
her textbooks of general medicine and ------------------ I ill continues to hold the lield:' The . 
rk has been translated into French. 
rman. Spanish and Chinese, and has 

Nld and still has an enormous sale. 
'n tirely unknown ;;o Dr. ,Osler until 
ars later. it was the reading of this 
tbook by a layman. :\fr. F. T. Gates, 
confidential advi~er of :\Ir. John D . 

. kefeller, that led to the interest of 
latter in the prevention and cure of 

ea,e and was really responsible for 
lar;,:e gifts to the ,Johns Hopkins 

Ospital. to the Rockefeller Institute 
~ledical Research and to the Inter

tion,tl Health Bo«rd . 

• OSLER'S contributions to several I 
systems of medicine. including the 
n-volume "'System,'' edited by himself J 

Dr. )lcCrae. involved a deal of I 
ting. Furthermore. no one was in 
,Pr dt>man? ·h.".n he f0r tbe making 



ars later, it was the reading of this 
xtbook by a layman, Mr. F. T. Gates, 
e confidential adTil'er of Mr. John D. 
ockel'eller, that Jell to the interest of 
e latter in the prevention and cure of 

• sease and was !'~ally responsible for 
is Jai:s-e gift$_ to the J ohos Hopkins 
ospi.fAJ1 to the Rockefeller Institute 
r ¥ed.ioa.1 Research and to -the Inter

<\tion~,;Health Board. 

tR. 01!lLER'S contributions to11everal 
systems of medicine, including the 

en-,vof. ume "System," edited by himself 
Or. McCra.e, inv.olved a deal of 

ting: Furthermore, no one was in 
ater demand than he for the making 
•·occasional addresses"; among tbe 

itles of.ihese may be ~ntione<,l 
lly : Aequa,aimitaa, 'fke Fi:cei. 

• [11,ternal Medicine' As a V,t-
- M(UI'·, . .&demptio,. ~ N.4#, 
aster. Word jJi. M edidf.p11, . OU 
itiea and the Neio _;Bci~nce, 

and Immortality, - Tke St Ii.dent 
e and JVa1,1 of Life. Each ol' 

. rkh i term·y allusions born of 
& ·wide rea ,;;. is· packed with com

ine<l with high ideals 
cJ of life. ~lany of bis 
th book$, and libra.ries 
eatly indebted. though 

e Ii bra rians in .iltimore-~Iis~ Blogg. DR. HARVEY cr;sHISG 
iss :\'oyes and ~iss Thies-assert 
at in various waJ·s he more than pa id and Mrs. Osler in former days at 1 Vi' est , 

bat debt. Franklin street. A British commenta- 1 
ft "·as in bis address entitled The tor referring to the honors poured at 

~ed Period that Dr. Osler referred to Osier's feet says: 
pthou.1· T'rol1ope '~ noYel of the same It would be a mean and Jew esti-
me. in 1't'bicb the chloroforming of mate of the man that would lay em-

. n onr 60 was suggested. The storm phasis on these. :Ko man ever bore 
hat follo"·ed was comparable to that honors more lightly. Success is 
,-.hich greeted Dewe;· when it \Yas an- the surest test of n man's soul, and 

Osler in his declining ;rears re-
ounced that he had deeded to his "·ifo mained eager of mind. humble of 
he house gi,en to birn b:r the people. soul. ga;r of courage, universally 
sler had earlier written of the "De- s;·rnpathetic - :ret alwa:r~ touched 

ilah of tbe Press·•; but bis surprise with an essential melancholy. 
ust haYe been as great as Dewe;r·s 

,·hen. l ike the ]utter. he became the vie- THE melancbol:r (underneath the 
.im of ;·ellow journalism. It hurt him. ga;ret:r I to \\'hicb thib writer refers 
:or the old had in reality no greater was w!'ll known to exist b:r those 1"bo 
friend; but he bore the blo"' pntientl:r. kne\\' Dr. Osler intimately: his fre
·;umureci hin,sclf in the' l'ni,·er>iti- Club qnent statement '·I ,-.-histle that I ma;· 
·n ;\P \ \ . Yor:: t 1• f' ~1·apP thf;' re1)orter~. not wepp"' had its basi~ in a clr-er
rn ci \\T(l ~C u, i, is friP nds thnt he was. seated constitutional disposition. But 
ike P iar c,_ "bid in ;;- und 0 r " "·nil. wait- despiti> rhis innnte tenclene:;. hP ex

;ng- f ,, r tl,e storm lo pn•-.'· 111 :ill his hihited eoura;re nnd cheerfnlne~s in rhe I 
\\·r i~ iug~ O~ler rP\·Pa h- h i~ Jon1 of the n1n~t trying situation~. The grent war i 
•·iassi c,. llu \11 a1wi'ent aud mudern. He :,lmost broke his heart: the tragic I 
,,-ove into bis addresses man)· literary death of his son. Re,ere. did break it. I 
allusions, and he quoterl frequently his Throughout the let tns cited the )llac·e 
favorite authors. especial!:, Plato and of Re,·ere in his affections increase, to 
Sir Thomas Brn11·ne. for the /Jia/n{l 11 c., , a climax. Dr. Os~r was neYer the 
of the former and the Religi-0 Medici ' same man after his ;on's death: though 
of the latter were the most reml Yo!- 1 he carried on he was shattered. and he 
umes of his own "'bedside library." fell an easy ~re:r to the broncbo-pneu

'/A. S a leader ,., the ,·eform of public 
'"' health, bis · biographer asserts, Dr. 
Osler performed "his greatest p1-ofes
sion.al service.'' He and his co!lengue, 
Dr. Welch. cooperated with the health 
bfficers of this city and state in waging 
~nceasing war against t;rphoid fever, 
tuberculosis, and the conditions respon
'!Jible for a high infant mortality. It 
li,vas largely through these efforts to se
cure a sewerage system, hospitals for 
infectious diseases, and a purer water, 
niilk and food supply that the incidence 
of these maladies has in our time been 
so grea tl:r diminished. In 1900 the 

I wards of the J ohm Hopkins Hospital 
were so crowded with acutelr ill typhoid 
patients that sufferers from other mala
tlies bad to be temporaril~· excluded; in 
recent vears bis successor, Professor 
J,ongcope, at the same hospital. and 
Professor Pincoffs. at the l'niversit,· of 
~faryland Hospital. have had difficulty 
in admitting 11 sufficient number of cases 
to permit of satis~actory i1;1struc~ion of 
medical Rtudents m the <lrngnos1s and 
treatment of typhoid fever! 

' In ,tbe campaign against the "white 
plague" (tuberculosis), too, Dr. Osler 
fought vigorously for improvement of 
liviuir conditiom among the poor, and 
for tbe provision of state and municipal 
sanataria for the treatment of the dis
rase. )Ianr may still remember the 
meeting in McCo;· Hall ( packed to the 
doors) in 190~, when addres~ing his 
'·long-suffering. ptttient. inert fellow
i;:itizens·• he spoh of tbe 10.000 con
·~umptives living among them, :isked 
what was being done for them. and, 
shaking bis finger in the 11a;·or·s face, 
declared: ·'\Ye are doing. )lr. )la~·or and 
fellow-citizens. not one solitary thing 
that a modern civilized community 
should do." Cu~bing says this vigorous 
indictment •·apparently turned the 
trick.'' for the Legislature tbeu created 

f
it Tuberculosio Commission and State 
and Kut ionJil Association~ fm· the stucl;
npd pre1·ention of tubercul~s1s s?On fol
lowed. Campaigns of s1m1lar v1gor for 
the betterment of medical education and 

monia he contracted ..rt tbe end of 1!l1!J. 
Tb& great sorrpw that had come to him 
1war the end of his life was a striking 
illustration of the old adage that was 
often on his lips. ·'Call no man happy 
until he is dead." But enn by this 
greatest of sorrows and by the sulfer
iug of his termina I illness he was not 
embittered. "'riting toward the end 
to an old frienrl ( ;\Irs. Brewster) he 
said: ''The confounded thing [his ill
ness] drags on in an unpleasant way
and in one's se,·enty-first ~·ear the har
bor is not far off. And such a happy 
voyage, and such dear companions all 
the way! And the future does not 
worry." 

CLAIMS 72-YEAR-OLD 
HAS SLEPT 23 YEARS 

Dr. Hoeffert, Of Vienna, Leaves 
14 Months Unaccounted For 

In Life Computation. 
Bucharest. May 14 (By Mail).

"\\'ha t do you do wth the other four
teen months of :rour Jfe? .. is a question 
which a local new;;paper bas proposed 
to its readers. offering a prize for tbe 
best answers. l 

The novel contest fo!lov:s a study by 
Prof. Yictor Hoeffert, of \'ienna, who 
contends that when a man is 7:! year;; 
old his daily activitie,;, have consumed 
his time as follows: Sleeping, twentr-j 
three ;-ears and four months; working, 
nineteen years and eight month,;,; 
amusement~. nine :rears and eight 
months: eating. si:i: years and t,rn 
months: tra\'eling, six rears; sick, fom· 
yea re;; shaving or curling mustache. two 
years. 

A.s the tabulation lea,es fourteen 
mouths unaccounted for. the loC11I ne,n-
paper is con t inuin;; the in,estigation 
witQ somewhat bizarre results. 

iCorumbt. 1s::;. b> the Olucaco Dail7 ~ ....... J 
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