
--- ( Among aO those whoso r • -~--
The Belovedl lot it has been to , , 
PhysiciA.n , I <theer, consoJe and 

' .::om fort fiuffering i 

hnmanity, !IC1trccly one ha11 reapec: a i 
richer harvest of affectionate grati• l 
tude than William O~ler. To know • I 
him was to love him. From his ' 
early days of povrrty in Upper ;/ 
Canad'.l. until hi!! death, full of '! 
Jears and honours, as Regius Pro- , 
fossor of Medicine at Oxford, his 
... hole life is a Jil€'1IlOrial of th<' 
good whirh one singl<> individual can 
contrive for his follow men. No 
dramatic disco very fell to his lot; 

lliiiw.o;;.,:,;iiii,'i;~..._~._i it war; not given him to achi~ve--.....,,..,, . 
sudden fame by the, elabo!'ation of 
tL new ~erum or b,v i he cure of some 
liopeless disease. He was firflt and 
foremost a practi~ing physician, 
whose spiritual home was the hos
pital. Of the <'hanges which he in-
troduced into hospital pl'l1dice; of 
the fruit of his insist-ence upo1~ rlos, 
touch betwocn the hospital and tho· 
laboratory, members of his own pro.:' 
fession a·rc ho~t qualified to speak. 
'l'o the gPncr=-tl pub! ic, he was known1 
primarily as t,he lende~· of · camJ 
paigns aga.inst tu bercu losii;; as the, 
man to whom ahove all otncrs upnn 
('arth wa,s due the victory over 
typhoid Rut to all who were pri
vi l<'ged to come· into contn,ct with 
ltim, it was O~l"r the Ml'Ln who pri
rnMily appr-aled . l l nitinp; into one 
uniqn" chrtracLer tho imniNhness of 
a, rhihJ, tho 11,cutr•neR!I of the trainrd 

' 8<'iPnti11t, the rC'condite learning of 
( the bibliophile, his mmit prominf'nt 
! characteristics were unconquerable 
ga.~ .a .. t-ender heart, and a pro
fo,1 ncl 7(,i,,.- J,,tc'-Tit:: ---rr-ttuw- m.tn. 
D<>Rervedly wa :_; his modr~t house in 

,' Norham Gardens known to all and 
1 ~undry a~ " Th,, Oprn Armr," :-Jo 

m:in or his t imn had ~o maoy 
friends. Indeed, he had in supreme 
dc~r<'<' thP gPnius for fricndRhip. 
It wa:s frcquenrly remarkr<l ihat hr 
was always o f 1hr Sftmr n;:v• afl th" 
tnan to, " hom h, , wa:s talkim, 

In ~o far aR if, <'an h<' ~iven to 
:tnyon!' in public life to have no 
cnemi<'s, Willinm Osler had none. 
As hRR lwell "ell Rairl, he ndvanced 
lh" fl<'icnce of medicine, he enriched 
)iterHt,ure a11rl (lip humanities; yet 
rndtndually he had a, greater power. 
He brcame th,-, friend of all he met -
he knew the working:- of the h11m11.n 
heart metaphorically as well. 11.s 
physic11IJ,r. He joyed wit,h the joys 
11nd W<'pt " ·ith the RO ITO WR o [ the 
humhi!'st of t,hORfl ,Yho were prourl 
to be his pupil s. He stooped t-o 1 
Ii ft them up to the place of his 1 
royal friendship, and Lhc magic 

i touchstone of hiR generous persona
, lity helped many l'L desponder in the 
rugged paths of life. Jle fLchie1·ed 
many honour~ 1-tnd nmny dignitie:-;; 
but LhE' proudest of all was ltis ·un-
written titlf', "Th'l y·oung Mn11's I 
Frif'11d·'. For those who 
litt.lc of Osler, the . , r;i,nce of his 
Life in two hulky volumes, totalling 
some thi1·tee11 hundred pages (Bir 
William O~JP,r, _by ·Harvey Cushing, j 
Oxford Un1verR1fy Press 37 / G) mny 
h" Fomcwhnt of a, ~urpriR<'- 1 
"Osler7 0Rlc1· '/ Di1;Lingnishcd doc- 1 
tor, ,1·a.s11't h t- l Whv ~honld , 
anvone hot her h, w'rit-o his 
Life at such lcnp;Lh ?'' The an 
swer to this question lies within We 
covers. A life snch 11s this iR an 
inspiration, not merely to the mrm
bere of Oslr-r'R gre;i,t profrssion, but 
to all who arc inclinrd- to doubt the 
eft-icacy of in<lividttal effort in this 
t11,ngled world uf ours. Oslcr's mnin 
bll!1iness, in l'nrlylc's words, was 
not !,o sec what lay dimly at a dis
tance, hut to do what ]11.y clearly 
11.t hanrl . Ui 11 couragr, his cheerful- , 
ness, !tis acliievement11, constitute a 

t record whicl1 no man can peruse , 
f without returning to the business of 
living with a better heart and a con
firmed spirit . 
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