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The Writing of English 

I F RHETORICS, compo~ition books, manuals, 
guides could of thew~l!i v es assure the writing 
of good English, our prose style should now 

be purer than Chaucer's wei.l; but a multitude 
of text-bqok<- i<. no fn-ore a gu:irantee of good writ
ing 1han a million of books on etiquette is a war
rant of good manners. It n:mains to be proved 
that the congregations who heard two sermons 
each Sunday were more moral than their agnostic 
descendants. 

That there is so much imperfect English after 
such a pressure of honest end-~avor in teaching, is 
best explained by the vast number now to be edu
cated, who in the past would not have written at 
all, and who may properly regard their slovenly 
grammar and stilted phrasing a, so much won from 
illiteracy. But what of th~ more fortunately 
gifted who surely with the impact of so many 

, books, such determined . !=GJ~tnf.el}or~ from earliest 
youth up to correspondenc,i, ... ldi.<f:ses 'for the mi<ldle
aged, should have <levelo~d'•a; ~c'½:~prose style for 
modern America and justifi'e_dl the . concern of their 
ciders? vVe have good wr1;ent of course, but only 
the least fastidious in our . t,on,gue could name this 
an age of supple, or beautif wl, ;or· rich; or forceful, 
or_ anything but varied and ·1s~ful styles . in En
glish. 

f If We get little style in E1 glish, the text-books 
"- , teaJ;!h_. b.ven less. Good Enghh in their view is 
~rsrand last clear Englis'n,wl'11ch means l:,nglish 

that is plain, unsubtle, direct it is typewritten 
English where the meaning jumps to the eye at a 
glance. Not the infinite comi:;:lexities of my emo-

• I 
t1ons, nor the baffled struggling of my thought, but 
what I can readily express in eflsy sentences neither 
too long nor too short, is wha1: the rhetorics teach. 

They are right to teach thtts, .for the mind of 
the young writer is a yeasty mass of, unformulated 
desires and undirected emotions. • lt surges with 
aspirations which begin as . ~~ghty,, _heavings of the 
dough and emerge a~ bursting buh'bles. Order, 
restraint, clarity are steps in a discipline which the · 
most imaginative need most; and failure to mark 
them would result in floods of wild words. For
tunately undisciplined writers, like clocks without 
pendulums, soon tick themselves into silence. 
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~et the text-books are wrong when they make, 
as in effect they do make, a ·sermon on accuracy 
the sum of good English. Accuracy is enough 
for the dictator of business letters; for the pro-

- fessional writer it is only the first step. He can 
be as accurate as a slate roof and as clear as a 
plate glass window and yet have no 'more life in 
him than a billboard or a declension. He will 
never develop a style worthy the name unless he 
s~ruggles with_ half meanings, gropes in personality, 
yields to pass10n, fancy, intuitions, and much else 
opposed in every way to simple clarity. 

!here m~~t be two Muses at the elqow of every 
wnter amb1t1ous of the best in English, one to 

• hold back while the other pulls on, one for disci
pline and the other for expansiveness; one to teach 
grasp, the other reach; one with a set of princi
ples, the other with a vision of truth, beauty, hope, 
and unlimited accomplishment. 

And if one asks why so many cl ear and simple 
hooks produce so many dull and flat writers, the 
answ~r ~ay be that there is too much starching 
and 1ro111ng of poor material. We laugh at the 
'>ltler ,rhettJriFS with their talk of the sublime, of 
'l'e glr1e'ali: style; b'f dignity; of elb'q\J'en'ce. B'u·t at 
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/ , 
Five O'Clock 

By LEONARD BACON 

"WHAT no more tea? Do have a cigarette.'' 
Y ;:iu are very pretty, but it's very plain 

That you don't see beyond the sheeted rain 
That dog-nred arch, that bush-grown parapet, 
Which sot11· :how I can't manage to forget, 
Despite yot:r pleasant chat. But I refrain 
From com111ent. "Nice to see you once again, 
Sorry you go tomorrow. Glad we met." 

Physician and Humanist 
By WILLIAM H. WELCH; M. D. 

WHILE Carlyle's consen nive statement 
that "a well written Ii !} is almost. as 
rare as a well spent onr • does not 1m .. 

ply any necessary connection be· ·~een the two, • 
it is _delightful to find that Dr. ;' rv y Cushing 
has lmk:ed to the well spent life r> ir William 
O5ler a well written story* c< that life, so 
rich in accomplishment, so stronir in influence ., ' 
10 fine in character, so varied in interest. With 
full knowledge of the facts and <'Vents of Osler', 

Tea! Cigarettes! Automobiles and calls I d 
ife, a mitted to close intimacy, himself not 

On ladies like yourself. Well it may be, I 
m·ere y a spectator but often a pan:icipant in theso 

It would n• ,t add to your felicity 
To know that aforetime, where you chattered thus. events, possessed of the requisite literary skill, 

The starvin;i Goths yelled from the cracking walh. and impregnated with the Oslerian :ether as truly 

Shaken by the engines of Belisarius. / a,s Boswell with the Johnsonian, Dr. Cushing 
ha5 produced a biography full;, satisfying the 

, hungry anticipations of the host of friends, dis .. 
~-xi•~lxt><:t>&<t,$~1>&<--.&<11>&<;,a,.<l>dl,.e,a,4<1~, , ciples, and admirers of Osler and of much in-

This Week : • I The subject of this biography, born in Canada 1
~: .terest to the general reader. 

: and dying in Oxford in 1919, was a physician 

f . en_dowed with singularly attractive qualities 0} 
x-----·------------------_- ;i f."' mind, heart, and character, wfw a•J:.:1iied tho 

• "Fishmonger's Fiddle." Reviewed 1:/" ~,, ,· hi~he:t eminence ~s a_ ~linician a!1d a teacher in 
B ·~ R d ,Y F four important u111vers1t1es-McGi1J, Pennsylvania, 

en l~ay e man. ' J Johns Hopkins, and Oxford. Not only the par-

• "~::,"i']".,b~~\}!~ster." Reviewed by t ticipatioll' in. ~he great • forward movement of 
. . _ mod~,n mccLc,n::, but also th, •·v,.nt::, the ::ie:--

"Kraka!ti t." Reviewed by Ernest S,. ,. gonal contacts, and tenacious frie:1dships, the en-

Bates f -- -- ----- ----------. ~ gaging character, the humanism, the historical 

• "Dipper Hill." Reviewed by Zephine ; and bibliographical studies, the extraordinary p~----

Humphrey. ·~ er by example and precept to inspire devotion and 

• "Th J> 1 " R • d b . f~f · to influence ideals and conduct, especially of young 
, e anc rntantra. ev1ewe y • ' 11 • • 

W ]{ B . , ,men, a combine to impart to the story of Osler's 
• orman rown. ,·; -~i :. lr(e a variety of interest scarcely matched in other 

"AG f P 1· • " R • l..t If • , ra_mmar o o It1cs. ev1e1u·-t, . '·1n~di~al. biographies. This interest is in large 

by Lindsay Rogers. ~ :.~; . p~rt mt~mate an? personal and diff~rs ~r~m th~t 

Conrad Essays. By J. D_eLancey .. -.i : :, , fo&~d. m the !1ves of great creative ~1nds m 

guson and Donald Davidson. ".· . ,t. m!d1c111e and science, as of Pasteur, Darwm, Hux-
~ ~~' Lister, Helmholtz, Virchow, Koch, whose 

------------------..i.:~."""':,,·: . ; -~fficial" biographies fill much smaller space than' 

Next week, or Later')~~~ .. , ' th~ 1430 pages of Cushing's "Life of Osler." 

_________________ ......jt~' ;..;'=\.11~ ',,\ . 

• Calverley of Christ's. By Gamer~ .::. :) ~: J& J& $ 

Rogers. •~,/ {•: ,, G th' • h • f 
• 'iii : .,, .,,,.. oe e s saying t at every one 1s a c1t1zen o 

• "Thunder on th_e Left," by Christoph ' ,'. 'Mt ,'age as well as of his country was particularly 

Morley. Reviewed byLeonardBacon. :·. ~pplicab!e to Osler, who was not only a great 
111ternat10nal figure but also possessed of the in
ternational mind in a measure which even the 
tragedy of the World War, br .nging the over
whelming sorrow of his life in the death .of his 
only son, could not shatter. It is, therefore no 
d_igression _when the author wit~out ever !;sing 
s1_ght of his _centr~l theme and without confusing 
b10graphy with history, places his subject in the 
proper setting by succinct and ski! ful presentation 
of surrounding and contemporary conditions, both 
local and general. He thus succee , in bringing 
Osler "into proper alignment w • that most 
remarkable period in the annals--')f medicine 
through which he lived and of .-~ 1ich he wa, 
a part." Yet he does not attempt a critical ap
praisal of Osler's professional contributions and 
accomplishments. His theme is Osler, the man, 
even m·ore than O sler, the clinician, the teacher, 
the man of science. The interest and appeal 
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least the authors of these treatises promised to able 
writers something more inspiring than unity, cd

herence, and emphasis. They implie<l, even if 
they took no means to secure it, an active intellect, 
stirred by passionate ideas, and quite as desirous to 

express itself as to discover how to be obvious 1'0 

others. 
. !he weahst element in American literary prose 
1s its style. In the novel, in drama, in poetry, in 
the essay, whether our work is superior or inferior 
to the English froduct, it is usually in~erior in this 
respect. And 1f Americans lack style it is part! y ' 
because they have been taught for a generaticn 
that good writing is clear writing, which is true, 

and that clear writing must be e·xtellent writing. *TH~ LIFE OF. ~IR, WI!-.~IA:-1, Q~IiER. Bi HARVEY 

w~ich js false. Water, except by th'e niir'atle c,~f C'uS!\JNC. New York: Onord Urtivers!ty' Pre'ss, f9l5. 

s'tyl'e-; do'e's 'i't'o~ blc'd:in,'e w111'e. ~ voTs'. frz .50. -
~-· .......... . ........ 
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_xon-Celtic s 
father and the 

.. gor"ous mother, who 
.. in birthday, and in the fall)I 

~vidence in support of Galt 
I by Charles Darwin, "that e 

_,.,·ironment produce only a s,111111,1.~~;..,; 

. th'e rni!l.i_ of any one and that most , 
. -<Jtialities are mh.:ite. " L'ame bien nr;e -~ : 

_. _ -- 6sler's natural endowment. On the death 'o{ ., 
an older brother in 190 I, a Canadian paper ~ ~ 
£erred to the family as one which "had produ9c4s• •. 
more distinguished men that any other conte' ~ ! -~ 
porary family in the Commonwealth." 

There are certain interesting parallels 
the education of Osler and that of Darwin. 
Both were originally intended for the Church 
and entered college with the expectation of be
coming clergymen; each came under the influence 

·of a clerical m.turalist of no special originality, 

at Johns Hopkins Hospital to carry out these 
I am truly thankful." 
the omission of these significant words from 

biography, which extracts another part of the 
address, be due to fear of antagonizing a cer
body of public sentiment by the reference 
ermany, this feeling might have been partly 
ed by pointing out that Osler improved upon 
German model by engrafting upon it the 

• ish system of clinical clerkships-a feature 
i ted by Dr. Cushing in the beautiful dedi
~ of the work which embodies the sentiment 
the epitaph desired by Osl er for hi1mcl f: 

lies the man who admitted students to the 
His clinic was pervaded by the true 

of scientific inquiry and here were trained 
and workers who became distinguished 
and investigators. His own contribu
medical knowledge were many and 
although his name is associated with 

' great scientific discovery. It is, however, 
atached to two diseases, to which the biographer 
suggests adding a third. 

but of scientifa enthusiasm combined with reli- Osler was well aware of the nei:d of im-gious zeal; Osler walked with Father Johnson as provement and further development of the clinic Darwin "walked with Henslow," a phrase thereby 11nd writes to his successor: "Much remains in made memorable as descriptive of the best type the way of organization for higher lines of of education; diatoms and polyzoa played for work:." Although he hi'mself could not have Osler the role which beetles did for Darwin in r.arried longer than he did the double burden stimulating interest in natural history. Darwin, c,f conduct of the clinic and an ever increasing however, never attained the almost sublime height c:onsulting practice, he was not in sympathy with of Osier's Hippocratic reverence for his teachers. the introduction later at the Johns Hopkins of In his life there was no haunting personality as the so-called "full time" system, intended to re-of James Bovell, M. D. in Osier's life. lieve the heads of the major clinics and some of Osier's type of mind thus early made mani- their assistants from the necessity of engaging in fe5t on the scientific side was distinctively that private practice for a livelihood. Dr. Cushing has of the descriptive naturalist, and so it remained introduced in the second volume several passages to the end, even in his study of disease-inter- expressive of Osier's opinions on this much dis-rogating nature by keen, accurate observation rath- I . cwssed subject, which, by the way, should not be or than by experiment, asking "what" rather than called, as is done by the author, "the Rockefeller "why" or "how," delighted and contented with programme," for it did not originate: with any _the swdy of form and obvious function without I\~C efeller Board. Although Oslet expressed great concern for explanations, theories, a,id •. ;•· . ♦mse f generally in opposition, "he hedged a speculations, addicted to the collection of specime deal," as the author remarks, ar .. d was evi-
~-c ~-c .~ perplexed, as appears from a sentence fol-

.'i\"f an expression of disapproval of full time The two vears' study followin g g-raduation 'f )' P' in :, n arlchess in I o 11: "At thl" same mr.dicine at McGill University in 1872, spent ' ~~ ~e frankly :-o~fess, tl; at I mistrnst my E ngl:rnd , C r rm:in y , ;1ncl Vie nn:i, were of 9 Jud gment, as this 1s a prohlcm f or youn g utmost importance for Osier's subsequent car ,e,i: and for the future." A correction should During the ten years of Osier's professional I • ·' de at the end of the foot-note in Vol. II, in Montreal and the five years in Philadel for Osier's final utterance on this he laid that solid scientific foundation for not in the paper of I 915 there clinical work which the cultivation of pathol to, but in the open letter to the in. e0arly professional years has been for of the Medical Faculty of McGill Univer-clinical physicians rising to high eminence si rs own alma mater, written in August, the beginning of the nineteenth century. Tr only a few weeks before the onset of hi, plantation to other fields never uprooted ness, from which a few phrases are quoted friendships and local attachments there for~ fin the volume, but with regrettable omission, His great opportunity came with his call to t ' ~ of what qatl appeared in previous pages, chair of medicine in the Johns Hopkins Univers· , . the essential part of the letter urging the with the opening of the Johns Hopkins Hospi~1 , jntment of "whole-time, or if thought wiser, in 1889. Here were spent the sixteen goldqn, · " '- :l,f.gecy so," heads of clinics and of assistants, most productive years of his life, and here e • "I •~ole and part time." 
made his two greatest contributions to medic'tie, .~ .~ . ..c the most important being the creation of \ .'I" 
first medical clinic worthy of the name in 'riY 

English speaking country, and the other the pub
lication in I 892 of his text book presenting, with 
rare literary skill and unexampled success, the 
principles and practice of medicine adequately and 
completely for the first time in English after the 
great revolutionary changes brought about by 
modern ·bacteriology. . 

.Osler left no doubt of the nature of his pro
f essional ambitions whicn he summarized in an 

. address at a farewell dinner given by the pro
fession of the- United States ·and Canada in 1905 
as being first "to rank with eminent physicians 
of the past" ·horn he names, an ambition more 
than fulfillea, and second "to build up a great 
clinic on Teutonic lines, not on those previously 
followed here and in England, but on lines which 
have placed the scientific medicine of Germany 
in the forefront of the world. And if I have 
done· anything to promote the growth of clinical 
medicine it has been in this direction, in the 
formation of a large clinic with a well organized 
aeries of assistants and house physicians and w,ith 
proper- J~boratorjes in .which to _work at the in
tricate problems that confront us . in . internal 
medicine. For the opportunititS which I have 

the 375 pages devoted to the Baltimore pe• 
riod is presented a vivid narrative of the life 
o f the mature Osler, the great physician and 
tr acher, in the full vigor and plenitude of his 
p<)wers, with his professional and intellectual in
tc•rests fully developed and given free scope. 
Here one can follow Osier's important share in 
the great reforms of hospital organization and 
medical education effecte~ at the Johns Hopkins, 
h·is inspiring methods of clinical teaching, hi.s 
ir.,timate relations with staff and students, his in
irnitable ways with patients, his establish11_1ent and 
n ·juvenation of medical societies, for which he 
had a ravenous appetite, his helpful participation 
in the life of the community and of the local 
pi-ofession, his championship of the cause of 
p11blic health, his stirring addresses, and many oth• 
er activities all told with a wealth of detail and 
of 11necdote, which make the real O sler live aga in 
for the reader. His joy in the companionship 
of children was a striking trait. Perhaps the 
playful wit and humor and zest of the many pr:ic
tical jokes and pranks and mystifications somewhat 
evaporate when committed to paper, but the im
pression of a radiant and · sympathetic personal ity, 
of a lovable, generous, and . de1~ghtful friend and 

companion, and of an inspiring teacher, is firm- • 
ly fixed, and one can understand that his disciple• 
are "sealed of the tribe" of Osler, the Chief. 

Throughout the story the author dwells with 
merited enthusiasm upon Osier's services in the 
anti-tuberculosis and other public health move
ments, and considers justifiable that his vigorous 
early participation in the world-wide campaign 
against tuberculosis stands "in the forefront of 
the many public services he rendered." One 
pauses, however, when in another connection 
the feeling is expressed "that Osier's greatest 
professional service was that of a propagandist 
of public health measures," and is frankly startled 
when the Philistinic remark follows that this "is 
a role as important as that of the laboratory 
scientist whose cl oistered studies· supplied the 
knowl edge on which our whole public health 
movement is based"--that is to say of a Pasteur or 
a Koch . There might possibly be acquiescence 
in the former statem-:nt in England where Osler 
had no real clinic nor op~ortunity for important 
clinical teaching, but after all he was a clinician, 
not a sanitarian, and as already indicated won 
his brightest laurels in the field which he culti
vated so assiduously and successfully and where 
his professional ambitions lay. It is not necessary 
to shift these laurels in order to appreciate prop
erly the aid which he rendered to the movements 
of public health, in which he was deeply in
terested. He harl the "da:monic" faculty, which 
awakens intelligent enthusiasm in others. 

·" .)I, .:!,& 

Particularly well told are all the circumstances 
connected with Osier's call to the Regius Pro
fessorship of M edi ci ne at Oxford and with his 
departure f • in 1905, including 
the • commoti the "Fixed Period." 
valedictory a me years later in an 
article entitl essions of a Yellow 
Journalist" a two best known mod-
ern example victimized for the . 
purpose of leaving was a serious 
loss to the ins Medical School to "' 
which he 
rrnd r rccl sr r 
,.J ... -: +_l, ~ 

be rxpec trd. . - ... ~ 

st:i 11 di11g it <; estfg 
clinical work • f \ f cM 

,.,. t-~! ~-. 

which he wa :leavH11;_1';1 Johns Hopkins and 
would not ha, ~:foll"IPf!~ him a few years earlier. 
He had alreac ,ded ne~ ~ttractive offers from Ed-
inburgh, Har '.;,, ;. •• er Universities. But he 
was quite si oft expressed intention 
to resign ac teaching at sixty years 
of age. Abo . physically for the time ., 
heing literall at tht en oF his rope. No mortal 
could carry fu.rther the double burden, ever heav
ier, which he had assumed of the clinic and out
~ide practice-he was the doctor's doctor-without 
neglect of one or the other. His letters to his 
collc:igues at the time am full of such expressions 
as "I am on the down grade, the pace of the 
last three winters has been such that I knew I 
was riding for a fall." The call to Oxford 
offered an ideal opportunity to retire to a !if c 
of relative academic ease amid congenial and de
lightful surroundings, and ten years later he 
records in his account book that the experiment 
of this transplantation had been "most successful" 
-"extraordinarily happy years"-"The one thing 
I miss is the active teaching and the close associa• 
tion with students and a large group of young 
doctors, but I console myself with the thirty-one 
vears of strenuous work I had in Canada and' 
in the United States." As he often expressed it: 
"I have had my innings." 

The interest of the story now shifts, but it 
never slackens, and as the end approaches the ef
fect is cumulative. There remained fourteen years 
of anything but academic case-years crowded 
with work, incid ents, and experi ences, surpassing 
in interest to the general reader those which had 
preceded. 

While O sier's clinical contributions 
fewer and less important, being derived largely 
from his American material, his literary outpu 
remained considerable, although in his acco 

(Continued on page J~ 
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ted from page 3 10) 
book in -~~·--., ails'· that '.!it has been so 

the p,-evious decade." Few I 
• • clt a more imperative ne

ublish. As his biographer 
thing he did became grist , 
·¥uch of . ~} ": _";·.1;'1j~~ w~ _r 

=-·-.... ok-:l'e·.~'!1 .it, ~b1~lJ~, Jj 
antf. • u.es • . • t! ___ , -'!'" . 

qews . lcttr;r$J and the ;· like-and 
. ~JW ~eLl w~,~ten .a fntere~tlng 
t111 . o. fu f&e 1e,~.; ~ 

While •K' and usually <lid write the 
most simple, clear~ c 1rcct, terse, an<l forcible Eng
lish, he indulged often when occasion and mat
ter permitted, ;u/cl sometimes without this per
mission, in recondite allusio11s, quotations, meta
phors, analogies, and conceits reminiscent of his 
familiarity with the Bible and of the style of 
his favorite authors-to whom he stuck as he di<l 
to his other frirn<ls-as Sir Thomas Browne 

' ' Robert Burton, Donne, l\1ontaigne-a style which 
would be consid~red in another artificial and 
pedantic, but so ·assimilated by him as to become 
almost his own icliom and natural literary gar
ment. Although he did not profess to be a man 
of letters, he had the literary temperament and 
there is a general savour of letters in many of 
his writings. He was received as one of their 
own in the inner ' circle of literary scholars •and 
lovers of . books. There is a literary as well as 
a scientific side to , almost everything, and he did 
much during his spacious life to bridge the wide 
gulf between the literary and the scientific worlds. 
His schola,-ship w;ts less that of an erudit than 
of Macaulay's sch,)lar, who reads his Plato witlr 
his feet on the fi1nder, albeit i,; Jowett's trans
lai)on, for his claskal foundation was only mod- • 
erate. Not only could he transcribe the facts of 
knowledge in dictic,n befitting a scientific composi
tion, but he had also that rarer gift, an imagina• 
tive sense of fact, which is the deepest secret of 
the literature of power. He was a transmitter, 

and ~ vitalizer of knowledge 
lp"{".,~~ "ifbantlon· 

e 
collecting, his devotion to libraries, both his own 
and those of others-"Every book," he used to . 
say, "has its natural habitat"-and his studies 
in medical biography and bibliography, all inter• 
woven from the beginning in the history of Os-
ier's professional life, absorbed more and more of , 
his time and eventually became his chief liter-~ 
ary interest. His published papers and mono- ~ 
graphs in the field of medical biography and bihli
ography-"bio-bibliography" he called it following · 
French usage-as those on Beaumont,' Bartlett, 
Bassett, Dover, Linacre, Servetus, Fracastorius, 
Sir Thomas Browne, Burton, although less popu• 
lar than his general adcl resses, are his most im
portant contrihutions out~ide of clinical medicine. 
In a field where it is- difficult for scholarship to 
escape the dryness o·f dust Osler was never dull 
and as Sudhoff, the most eminent living medica 
historian, as quoted by Garrison, remarks, "a1 
essay of Osler's is worth many ponderous tome 
of clt-y erudition." He often applied to himsel 
Gibbon's admission that "he had drawn a higl 
prize in the lottery of life," and surely his ea 
reer also "represents a successful experiment in th 
great art of living." One cannot fail to be im 
pressed with the almost perfect adaptation of hi 
talents and temperament to the accidents and 
circumstances of his life, and not less with th 
dexterous ministration of these diverse external 
events to the orderly development and eventual ' 
ful fi 1 ment of purposes and ideals formed in youth 
and early manhood. Rarely has Alfred de Vigny's 
conception of a great life been mo1·e fully real
ized: "Qu'tst ce q11'11ne grande vie? Une prnsrr , 
dr la. jeunrssr cxcctlfrc 1"''" l'ngr m11r." Osier's 
characteristic good fortur (. has fol lowed him be
yond the grave by this c :::-1)lete and worthy rec-
ord of his life. 

:.. 
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