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THJ!l LIFE 0!' em WTLLIAM OSLER, B7 
Hl\rvey Cuoh1nir. Oxtoro Untv-erolt:, Pre••· W ILLIAM OSLER, known to the 

vaet puhllo largely becnu~~ ot 
the publlclty given to his sta te

m ent 'relative t o euthana sia f ur men 

chase twelve microscopes n.nd numerous 
photographs of great lea.ders l:i medi
cine for his cla11s. 

'Wif h tr~mendous detail Dr. Cushing 
tells ot the aubsequC'nt life of Osler 
at Montreal, or hlR CA.II to Phlllld<ilphla 
and of his subsequent removal to Batt! 
more, and fl~ally of the call t.o Oxfor/1. 
Naturally, the Oeler hbme at Oxforil 
became a sort or shrine for American 
phyAlclana vl11ltlng F,nglnnd. 

11 over 60, was p erhaps best known to 
medical . men for his authorship ot a 
texV,oolc on "The Practi ce ot Medicine," 
whl~h was calle<'I the medical atuc1Pnts' 
hlble, and of which the nine editions 
ROid 1 60,000 to 200 ,000 cople,i. Osler was 
the son of a Crrnadlan parson and was 
Intended tor the ministry, until ot Ills 
own accord and 1under the lnfiuence of 
a. preceptor who was sclentlfka.lly In· 
cllned he chose medicine as a career. 
lnd!'ocl, his cha.re.et.er a.nd h:s trend of 
thought were liu·gely formed by the 
shaping hands of three preceptor!!. The 
first o! theee, the Rev. W . A. Johneon, 
poseessor of ll mlorosoope, gave him OJ)· ' 
portunlty to develop e. technlo In the 

1 use of thh1 modern 11clentlflo Instru
ment: the second, Dr. James Bovell, 
urg'ecl him Into A.ttentfance 'h.t McGIil 
university, And the third, Dr. R. Palmer 
Howard, wan Instrumental In "'"curing 
! or him his first lectureship nnd other 
appointments which 11te.rte·d him on the 
r oad to tame. 

In thA first ot theee two 11tately TOI· 
umea Dr. Ha.rvey Cushing glve11 Uff 
much relative to the life of Osler,lbut 
unfortunately there le little In the ,wall
able mn terla l to Indicate the fa.ctor11 that 

'1 mnde for his u)tlmo.te RUCCS HS. It Is said 
that he WJ!:..11 "Rtralghtforwll.l"d, m11.nly 'I and clenn," but the same hM been said 

' o! .Tesee Jamefl and. Brigham Young. 
It Is lnterestln,r to know that he WM 
g ood In athletic sports and was 11uc ces11• 
ful In boxlnll' with the school oham-i)lon, 
but that al110 occurred to all of the 
h~ro.ee of Horp.tlo Alger. Jn 1874, after 
graduation from McGill, Osler went 
abroad. There he conducted some ele• 

entary re1e'arch o! considerable ln
tereat, e11tablfahed he.bits of correspop.d• 

'--11,!0ll,l .nz'..klfijN• :,-llJClli 
Uf'i8ilffiN?\':~b-

qunlnted h imself with tne /ll cnl history 
and with sources of medical material 
11.broad which also wa.w of nld to him 
later . It le eepecl11.1Jy significant that 
Osler gave little 11.ttentlon early In hie 
medical work to the dlscoverlee or Pa■-
teur and Koch, which )Vere beginning to 
attract wldeepree.d litteaL.ton. Indeed, 
In ,a letter relative to an lntl!rnntlonnl 
congreu held In London at whloh 11uch 
figures a11 Pe.steur, Lister and Koch ap
peared he dlAmlssed thelt· contributions 
with the elngle eentence, "Th!'re was 
an abundant discussion on germs," and, 
Indeed, spent mo11t of his time wWle at 
the congress listening to papers on. 
practical clfnfcal topics. Osler never be
came an adept In baoterlolog lceJ teohnlo, 
since the fields of experimental medi
cine and comparative pathology he.d 
more appeal for him. 

The a ctual facts of the addre!ls on 
euthanasia may be of Interest . Before 
leaving Baltimore Os)er delivered a 
farewell addrel!a. He was hlm9elf 65 
years ot age. In discussing the prob
lems ot the university he 11nld: 

11I ' ho:•e two fixAd Me::1111 , wflll know~ to 
m:r frltnde , ha.rml•M oboORolons with which 
I •om~lm"" 'Qorn them. but which hnn I\ 
.,11'9at bear1nr on thfo lmoort&nt oroblom. 
The flnt 1f1 t'he aomtH\ra.ttve ni,e}('l!"!Jness of 
men above ,o :veuo of ..-. . Tht1 fhRY 
oeom 1hocklnr. and :,~, Nlod a.rlirbt the 
wo~ld'1 hlotor:, !)earo 011t the iotntement. 
'.llako the oum of humo.n 1t<'llt.-vement In 
action, In l!01en~. In .,-t, In l1ter•t11M
oubtract the work ot the men abovo 40. 
nnd whtl8 we ■hould mtef!I ,rreat trc111,1ure1. 
tivtin r>r1<:'1'1e,., '1rt'~@mrr.Pt , we wonld prn.c• 
tlr1'11Y be w-l!ere we n.re to-da:v. lt le 
dlftlcull to name a. irreat lol\<1 far-rer>clllnir 
conquest of the mind which hn1 not been 
given to the world by a ffll\n on whOtle 
back the 41111 w"• etlll •hlnlnir. The ot
fe cttve movfnr vltA.llzlnl! work of ~he 
world ·1. ,aone betwMn the ' RII'•• or 25 
Rnd 40 - tMae fifteen .-olden :,ear• 
of Pleht:,. Abo o.na.bollo or, construol.lve 
n•r10<l . In which there le Rlwa.n " bal9nee 
In the men•l.nl bank an<1 the credit lo still 1rood . In the •clPnce and an of 1nedlMne 
YOllnK or comparntlvrl.v yotmA' m~n h,tTn 
madn ever:, ndvnnce of the first ra.nk . 
VAAalhtt1. Hn.rvri:v. Hunter . lUchat. Laennen. 
Vlro"b.ow. Lteter, R ooh- the «reen YMTS 
were :,et upon thelr heltd• when thnlr 
eoocl'l -mn.ldng 1t11dlt>8 were m:1<1e . To modi
fy nn old l't\Yln,ir, n.1 mno. 111 ~n.ne mor&llY al 110, rtdh mentnlly nt 40, wise •vlr
!tuntly At 60- or ne,•or. . . . 

''My l!lecond ftxr.d ldel\ t~ t.hn uee,leR!lnel'lA ot m~n above 60 Yon.!'8 of •••· on<'I the lncalc1.11ablo benefit II wo1.11<1 be in com 
mornlllJ. odl'JtlcaJ, and In profeulonM !1fe 
It , "" ,. matter ol cot\uc, men •topped wo-rk 
at thJe age _ In hb 'Bfa4hanat06' Donne 
t ells u1 that by the law• of certa.fn wtee , 
1tate1 eeital!en11rll were preclJ>!ta.ted from e. 
bridl'e, .and In Rome men ol that •I'• were 
no& adlllltteil to th• 1uU,raire and thl!IY wet'!t~~o,,t.t,fll-~4be w~ . ..to 
the oen1tte WM per pontem, o.nd th•Y from 
n1re were not permitted to come thithei-. 
In (hat oh&l'llllnir novel. 'The IB'ixed P&
rlod.' Antl)ony Trollol>ft dlo<'.'ll•oe• the pra.o
ttca·I odvll.f\ta1ree In modern life el a rotutn 
to this anclonl ueiite. nnd the plot hln1ree 
upon the oomlr•ble. t c•h•me of a collt1re Into which a\ 60 men retired !or a year 
tJt contempl,.tJon before a peaceful dep...-
tuT<I by chloroform. That lnca.louia.ble bene
fit• ml.-ht follow ouch a ocheme le RP• p&rent to any one who. like n'IYaell. I& 
ne&l"in1r the Jim.JI, a.nd who ha• made a 
ca.reful litudy o! the cl\lamltie11 whi ch trlay 
b<!to h men du,inr the seventb n.nd ell'hih docadeo. Still more when he ·contempl8/1e& 
the ma.h:v evtls whl <.."h t,Yaey perpetuat«t un 
consdou•IY. and with Impunity, A·S Jt CR.JI 
be maJntnlned that all the r reat e,:lvances hl\ve oome from m,m under ,o. oo the 
hl•~or:v ot the world •hOWlt ,na.1 a TOl'Y 1..,.1re proporUon of the o,•ll• mA.Y be traced 
to l.h• 1eJ<anuarlan11-neuly all th& grea.l mlot&k .. Politlcally &nd ooclaJl7, all of the worst poom:a, moot ol 'the bad ploture1, a 
maJorlt:, ol the bad novolt. nin a few ol 
lb& bad eennon• &Dd aveeehn." 
i • . The next da.y newspapera through-

out the country bore In headlines "Ostf).. SLEJR returned to Canada from !er ReoopimendiJ •Chloro!orm It 'Sixty," 
1 V abroad In 18H and too le up the and follpwed with pagu of dleouselon, '1 • work of a. general practitioner Ill crltlcl11n\a e.nd comments a.a well ae Dundas. The first tee entered In hi!! ' letters from "Constant Readers" arid a ccount book read "Spook In cornea "Vox Fopull." Finally the word "Oa-' •• 60 cent11.'' However, he w,,s called ler1ze" became a. part ot the .Arne.rt• Bhortly to lecture on phyelology and can lanirua~e. Apparently eome ?f hl11 hlijtolol','y In McGIil university, and flom statements were made on thla oocaslon this time his s clentl!lc career a,11 a In a semljocular ·way, but he never teacher and as a lgreat clinician aotu- atterrlpted to refute them. ally commenced. The students pa.id -..1. fees illrectly to the Instructors, who 
provided the equipment, and by earning 
extra money e.& attendant In the small
pox ward Oeler was enabled to pur-' 

j lHle Tlhmmjpls One Talbll~. / 
, . ,,~ 

A BOVJll all things, the Oeler biogra• 
phy brings out the Innumerable e.c- ,, 
tlvlt1ee of this m.an, wno e.ppa.rently 

was n ever tdle. His Interest In medl· 
cal history, hl11 oontrlbutlone to medi
cal literature and to the but)dJ.rg of 
rr,edlcal libraries, his devotion to medl
c'al orga nizations, the mar;rn er In which 
he Inspired young man-'--11.IJ of these 
things become apparent through dotall, 
through personal letters, through aneo
do\es and through personal remlnls
c1>11ces. The predominant notes of the 
work, &o. tar a.& the character of Sir 
Wllllam Osler l11 cbncerned, are hl11 08· 
11entlall" , pre.nklsh nature, hie ad!'lllra
tlon for the, cl~qalc, hl11 undoubted puri
tanism, but,' above all, the scope of his 
e.otlvltle11. 

In the preface Dr. Cu11hlnar ma.ke11 
little preten8e to biographical art, mod
e&tly expressing his Intention to let 
Osier's 8tory, so far &8 possible, tell lt-
1elf through what he puts on paper. 
The e.coumulatton of th111 material and' 
the writing of this book have been 
clearly a labor of . Joye tor Its author. 
One can Imagine I hun wtehlng a.gain 
and again to discard some letter, 11omq 
anecdote, and finally determining to 
Include everything In this worlc. Ai, 
e. result, the &tory 111 overbur?ened 
w1th detail, which may have but !It, 
tie appeal tor the general reader. How-· 
ever, the note• which oocaslonally oreep 
Into the comment give promise that 1 1111 - , - - r Dr. Cuehlng himself may see flt In 
the future to prepare for the hundreds BERNARD SHAW. of thou11anda of readers who wlll be• ms vn:wa OOO'O'PY A PART OJ' '"1'ABLII Interested In th" great human tl~ure l TALK BY G. B. 8 .' ' J'OR OCCASIONALLY HIS ' DIOORAPBER, ARCHIBALD lIENDERSON, Osler, ll book ■omowhat more limited LE'XS HIM GET A WORD IN. I In Its s cope e.nd far more valuable as [Photo from R~rP~• • BN.) 11n fntPrprPtn t lve work . 
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